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The botanist VIKTOR GRESCHIK was an outstanding expert of the flora of "Upper Hun
gary" , especially of the High Ta t ras . He was a teacher, a local h is tor ian and an edi tor of a 
newspaper, too. 

GRESCHIK was born on 2 9th March , 1862 in L ő c s e (now Levo£a in Czechoslovakia). 
He was the descendant of a German "Zipse r" family in the "Upper Hungary" in those days. 
F r o m his childhood he was keenly interested in natura l h i s to ry , especially in plants and he 
was a very keen gardener. GRESCHIK f i r s t went to school in his native town L ő c s e , la ter 
on in Igló (now Spisska Nová Ves in Czechoslovakia) and in Szepeshely (Spisska Kapitula now 
belongs to S p i s s k é Podhradie in Czechoslovakia). He graduated f rom teacher's t ra in ing c o l 
lege in the la t te r town in 1882. He f i r s t taught in K é s m á r k (now Kezmarok in Czechoslovakia), 
in the Roman Catholic Elementary School for 5 years (1882- 1887). During this t ime he s tudi 
ed the local f lora around the town and the f lora of the High Ta t ras . In the meantime he a l 
ready exchanged specimens with several foreign col lec tors , in this way he could considera
bly enr ich his col lect ion wi th foreign mater ia ls . 

In the beginning his interest turned to lichens and mosses, after this he was f i r s t of a l l 
interested in fungi. In addition, he collected data on the effects of medicinal plants for more 
than 60 years. By this t ime he started to collect books for his subsequently large and valua
ble l i b r a r y , f i r s t of a l l by purchasing the famous mycological l i t e ra tu re of his day. F r o m 
1887 onwards he taught in L ő c s e , later on to become d i rec tor of the school (1901-1914), which 
he left only to r e t i r e . 

As a well-known botanist - working with l ichens, mosses, fungi and flowering plants -
he had an active professional contact wi th many of the leading Hungarian botanists, to men
tion some of them: D r . N . F ILARSZKY, D r . V. BORBÁS, D r . L . SIMONKAI, Dr . I . GYŐR-
F F Y , D r . E. Gy. NYÁRÁDY, D r . L . HOLLÓS etc. GRESCHIK had contacts nearly a l l over 
the w o r l d : D r . V. REICHARDT in Wien, Dr . F. PAX in Breslau (now Wroclaw, wi th whom 
he went on col lect ing t r i p s ) , Dr . G. BRESADOLA in Tren to , D r . P. MAGNUS, D r . P. SY-
DOW and Dr . E. KÖHNE in B e r l i n , Dr . J. R O L L in Darmstadt , D r . O.G. BLOMBERG in 
Uppsala, D r . P. A. SACCARDO in Padova, D r . M . C. COOKE in London, Dr . J . G I L L E T in 
Par i s , D r . F . ARNOLD in Munich, D r . K. HEGETSCHWEILER in Zur i ch , Dr . J. S. DEICH-
MANN BRANTH in Copenhagen, Dr . M . WORONIN and Dr . A . F A M I N T Z I N in Leningrad, 
Dr . W. TIEHOMIROW in Moscow, Dr . W. SAPOSHNIKOFF in Tomsk, Dr . C. G. L L O Y D in 
Cincinnat i , D r . J. H A T C H in San Francisco, Dr . J. FOWLER in Kingston, D r . Y . SANCHEZ 
in Domingo (the Phil ippines) etc. 

Acknowledging GRESCHIK's botanical ac t iv i ty , new fungi species were named after h i m 
by the leading authori ty on fungi at that t ime , the world-famous abbot G. BRESADOLA: Poly-
porus Gresch ik i i , the cur ren t va l id name being Antrodia xantha (Fr . ex F r . ) Ryv. 1973 (syn. 
Poria g resch ik i i ) ; C o r t i c i u m G r e s c h i k i i , the current va l id name being F i b r i c i u m rude (P. 
Kars t . ) J ü l i c h 1974 and Cytospora Gresch ik i i . A new moss species was also named after h i m 



by J . R O L L , the leading moss special is t at that t i m e : Andreaea Gresch ik i i , the cur ren t va l i d 
name being Andreaea nival is Hook f. g r e sch ik i i . The locus classicus is on the peak of " J é g 
vö lgy i csucs" (Ladovy st i t ) in the High Ta t ras . His severa l collecting t r i p s resul ted in dis
covering l ichens, fungi, mosses and f lowering plant species which had been unknown in the 
High Tatras u n t i l that t ime . 

GRESCHIK's several publications appeared in Hungarian, German, French , Engl i sh , 
Russian and A m e r i c a n scientific journa ls . A t the end of the 19th century GRESCHIK attended 
the congress of the Russian natural is ts in St. Petersburg (now Leningrad) upon the invi ta t ion 
of the Russian duke of Voroncov-Daskov. He became acquainted with h i m in the High Tat ras 
dur ing a botanical t r i p . In 1910 he was invited to part icipate in the East-Siberian na tura l h i s 
to ry expedition. I t was a great pity that he was bound to sick-bed because of his spreading 
ear t rouble. He underwent an operation in Budapest. Upon the invi tat ion of scient if ic societies 
he del ivered lectures in Hamburg at the Nor th -German Botanical Congress. In B e r l i n he spoke 
about mushrooms and toadstools. 

According to his contemporaries he bequeathed a r i c h herbar ium - most ly of ma te r i a l 
f r o m Slovakia, Hungary, Poland and the Soviet Union - and a l i b r a r y consisting of eight thou
sand volumes. Th i s mater ia l together wi th his other loca l h i s to r i ca l collections was called 
the "Greschik Museum" at that t i m e . GRESCHIK donated his herbar ium and his valuable l i 
b r a r y to the secondary school in L ő c s e wi th the intent ion of the collection remaining in his 
native town. He bequeathed the duplicate mater ia ls of his collection to the episcopal teacher's 
t r a in ing college in Szepeshely, to the Museum of the Carpathians in Poprad, to the T a t r a Mu
seum in Felka, to the Lutheran secondary school in Igló and to the Roman Catholic Elemen
ta ry School in K é s m á r k . 

The largest p a n of his he rba r ium can now be found in the Botanical Institute of the Ko-
mensky Univers i ty and in the Bio log ica l Institute and Museum of the Slovak Academy of Sci
ences in Bra t i s l ava . Several hundred i tems f rom his collections can be found in the l i chen- , 
fungus-, moss- , and f lowering plant herbar ia of the Botanical Department of the Hungarian 
Natura l His tory Museum in Budapest as w e l l . Most of this mater ia l originated f rom GRE
SCHIK's exsiccata appearing in three languages (La t in , Hungarian, German): Mycotheca- , 
Bryotheca- , Lichenotheca carpathica contineus lichenes lucusque cognitos in montibus Tatrae 
Magnae et in t e r r i t o r i o scepusii crescentes - Leutschovie, J. Th. REISS 1894. 

GRESCHIK also wrote several local h i s t o r i c a l and ethnographical works , dealing with 
the h is tory of "Upper Hungary - Z i p s " , especially the interest ing h is tory of L ő c s e and i ts 
r e l i c s of h i s tory of ar ts . He was the editor of the loca l newspaper "Szepesi H i rnök - Zipser 
Bote" . In 1924 he r e t i r e d f rom teaching but he continued his collecting t r ips to enlarge his 
he rbar ium. GRESCHIK died during botanical work on 11th August, 1946. 

Czechoslovakia keeps GRESCHIK's memory green by commemorat ing h i m in some ar
t i c l e s . Some ethnographical r e l i c s f rom his col lect ion are exhibited in Levoifa in the " Zipser 
Museum". 

According to his contemporaries V. GRESCHIK was a noble-minded, ha rd -work ing man 
wi th a creative mind, a person who was interested i n , and doing several things. He was a 
genial person, a sk i l fu l raconteur wi th good humour. GRESCHIK belonged to those pioneers 
who studied Nature in their spare t ime and devoted financial means to 'studying scientif ic 
problems besides the i r main occupation. 

VIKTOR GRESCHIK had three sons, the eldest was D r . J E N Ő GRESCHIK, an orni tho
logist and anatomist, the second was D r . ERNŐ GRESCHIK, a physician who studied A m e r i 
can leaf bugs besides his work , and the youngest was ANDOR GRESCHIK, a chemist. The 
w r i t e r of this commemorat ion is V. GRESCHIK's great-grandson. 

A LIST OF VIKTOR GRESCHIK's PUBLICATIONS WITHOUT C L A I M 
FOR COMPLETENESS 

1883: Über Zwergobst baumzucht. - Karpathen Post N r . 12, K é s m á r k . 
Etwas ü b e r Mohnbau. - Karpathen Post N r . 18, K é s m á r k . 

1884: Koniferen welche den Winter in der Zips mi t und ohne Decke aushalten. - Karpathen 
Post Nrs 6, 7, 8, K é s m á r k . 
Bei t rag zur Moos- und Flechtenflora der Z ips . - Zipser Bote Nrs 6, 7, 8, 9, L ő c s e . 

1885: Der Rö t l ing (Lactarius deliciosus Fv . ) und seine V a r i e t ä t e n . - Karpathen Post N r . 31, 
K é s m á r k . 



1885: A tavaszi g o m b á k r ó l . LFungi in s p r i n g ] . - Szepesi H i rnök N r . 15. 
1886: Be i t rag zur Flechtenflora Zipsens. - Zipser Bote N r . 2, L ő c s e . 

E in a l ter Baum in Leutschau. - Zipser Bote N r . 48, L ő c s e . 
Das Gehol- ein botanische Excurs ion . - Karpathen Post N r . 25, K é s m á r k . 

1887: Die Zipsenflora in F r ü h l i n g s s c h m u c k . - Karpathen Post N r s 23, 24, K é s m á r k . 
Essbare und giftige Pi lze in der Zips . - Zipser Bote Nrs 25, 26, L ő c s e . 
Die Hängef iechte (Picea excelsa DC. va r . pendula Cass.) von Leutschau. - Zipser Bote 
N r . 31. 

1888: Adatok Szepes v á r m e g y e go rnbav i r ányához . [Data to the f lora of fungi in "Szepes" coun
ty ] . - Szepesi Évkönyv . S z e p e s v á r a l j a . 
Uj adatok Szepes v á r m e g y e g o m b a v i r á n y á h o z . LNew data to the f lora of fungi in "Sze
pes" county] . - Szepesi E m l é k k ö n y v , p. 110-121. 

1889: Z ipser v o l k s t ü m l i c h e Pflanzennarnens. - Zipser Bote Nrs 12, 19, L ő c s e . 
1890: Die wilden Rosen Leutschau's - E in Bei t rag zur Zipsen Rhodologie. - Zipser Bote 

N r . 45, L ő c s e . 
1891: Champignons de la Hongrie . - Revue Mycologique, Taniose. 

Botanische Excurs ion auf das "Gehohl" (1060 m.) bei Rissdorf i m Zipser Komitate in 
Ungarn. - D. Bot. Monats. 9: 101-103. 

1892: De fungis esculentis et venenosis. - Oenipont imum, F . Ranech. 
1897: Das versteinerte Holz in der St. Jakobikirche zu Leutschau. - Zipser Bote N r . 34, 

L ő c s e . 
1898: A Magas T á t r a s z a r v a s g o m b á i . (Die Trüf fe ln der Hohen Ta t r a ) . - M a g y a r o r s z á g i K á r 

pá t egy le t Évkönyve (Jahrbuch des ungarischen Karpathen-Vereins , Igló) 25: 95-109. 
1906: Die Morcheln . - Z ipse r Bote N r . 21 , L ő c s e . 
1907: Az e h e t ő és vad g o m b á k r ó l . [The mushrooms and the w i l d fung i ] . - Szepesi Hi rnök 

N r s 36, 37, L ő c s e . 
1908: Outlines of Ta t ra Fungology. - De t ro i t , Lachmand. 
1910: Jedovite huby z Tatranskej f lo ry . - Vencek, Minsk. 
1911: Dendrologicky pridavek z Tat rach . - Vencek, Minsk . 
1915: A szepesi f lóra mint eledel. LThe f lora of "Szepes" as food] . - Szepesi Hirnök N r s 32, 

33, 34, L ő c s e . 
1932: Obst- und Waldf rüch te der Hohen Ta t r a und ihre Verwer tung. - T u r i s t i k und A l p i n i s 

mus Nrs 47, 48, 49, K é s m á r k . 

GRESCHIK was the edi tor of the newspaper "Szepesi Hirnök - Zipser Bote"for severa l 
years , a few examples of his ar t ic les not in the botanical theme which appeared in this pa
per: Von unehrlichen Leuten - Der Scharfr ichter von Leutschau - Die en t führ te Braut - Das 
Kreuz auf der St. Jakobikirche - Die Belagerung von Leutschau 1683 - Al te Zipser Hand
werke und Gewerbe - Z ipser Studentleben i m 18. Jahrhundert - U t a z á s a S z e p e s s é g b e n 100 
évvel e z e l ő t t CTravel in the " S z e p e s s é g " 100 years ago] etc. In the newspaper "Vencek" ap
peared: Bajus, Havran, Janko, Parymucha a Vdovec spisske zbojniki etc. 

REVIEWS FROM VIKTOR GRESCHIK 

B. , I . (1921): A szepesmegyei l e v é l t á r n o k i á l l á s [ A r c h i v i s t post in "Szepes" county] . - Sze
pesi Lapok 1921. á p r . 19., Igló. 

Hrabovec, I . (1966): V i k t o r Greschik. - V y s o k é T a t r y , 2 : 6 . 
V ik to r Greschik 's biographical notes in M . S. p. 1-10. 

The biographer remains anonymous. He or she was most probably one of GRESCHIK's 
contemporaries . 
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