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8 REPORT OF THE [2a
GENERAL SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.
SECRETARIES' REPORTS.

BOHOOL DISTRIOTS.

1895, 1864, 1807,

Distriot townshi 1,168 1,180 1,180

nde t e (-1 7 3,633 3,647

4,807 4,822 4,837

9,280 9,265 9,311
BOHOOLS.

S IR

14} TR —— y ) ¥,

Whole number 17,204 17,528 17,762

Average duration in months -...ccovueea. .. 8.0 8.0 81
TEACHERS.

5,128 5,014 5,524

s 117 23,908

g’m £5.121 28,042

..... 8 3%e8 |8 sa: |8 snol

81,63 3223 3L.46

m.;m 354,160 'g.m

TI2,041 | 720,178 | 727604

................. 033,824 | 543,052 | 540,836

330,300 | 345,242 | 347,620

b | s 8.2 8.0

mmou anmnnmu.-... ﬁ; g{ 63.5

: Mﬁnmmthpwnhollru::. ® 187|s 180|a m

A nunbwmusa each teacher.. 30 30

led on snun year, during which these statistics nceroed.

1897.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 9
SOHOOLHOUSES.
| 1895 | 1808 1891,
Whole number . -.....l 13,018 | 13,686 13,744
Value eiEES d 815,645,643 | 815,867,425 | 8 16,355,842
APPARATUS.
Valo . _.....[® G008 GOasi[8  e10Ea
DISTRICT LIBRARIES.
Number of volumes. ... P I 111 ) Y 2202
BHADE TREES ON BUHOOL GROUNDS.
Number of growing trees........... | 182010 | 181623 | 1,

TEMPERANCE INSTRUCTION.

Is teaching effects of U, 0T | 17,890 | 17584

&

TREASURERS' REPORTS.

TEACHERS' FUND.
REOEIPTS,

1505, 1806 1567,

On hand at last report......... 2 104,121,833 | # 2,048 106.77

From district WX.....co00rmnes EMMH 4,430,420,03 ‘"IW.OHH
From 18 e 838,631.50 833,031,564 10,044 27
From ICI},MCS 164,720 30 lﬂ 196.34

Total Iy ..-.| #7,343,230.71 | 87,018,008.80 | § 7,752,301.30

EXPENDITURES.

~1 85,010,408 31 | 85,200,087 10 | 8 b 2. 350,70
“ugswnl %.nmg x R

- Mlmdﬂl tamenn ns.m.ume #6,270,803.08 | & 5,347,347,02
Dnh'lld“..........‘.‘:------. 2,104,121.33 2.3‘;‘!‘1{51? 2/406,044 28

Total .. oo oeeeeoeee.| 81 348.290.11 | 97,618,008.80 | § 7,762,391.80




10 REPORT OF THE [2A
SCHOOLHOUSE FUND.
RECEIPTS.
1866, 1896, 1897,

On hand st last report. .| 9 395514.91 | ® 353,640.54 | 8 323,B55.88
From distriot tax. . - 739,887.20 766,853.88 767,170.50-
From other sources .. 581,000.30 483,812.51 554,340,268

Total recaipts ... --| 81,716,492.47 | $1,004,306.03 | 8 1,645,360.73

EXPENDITURES.

For achoolhouses and sites & BOR,056.17 |8 0718,060.73 | 8
On bonds and interest ... ,831.33 438,022.15 546,005,468
For libraries and apparatus 13,430.10 10,682,562 10,344.58
Paid for other purposes. . 169,834.33 153,672,656 143,058,587

Total expenditures

.| #1,302,851.98 | 81,280,451.05
OB BADA. o oommonmosnsonseenon |  B63,040.54 | 323,855 88

§ 1,341,885.28
308,481.45

Total . ..... ... | 81,716,492.47 | 81,804,300.98 | 8 1,645,366.73
CONTINGENT FUND.
RECEIFPTS.
1895, 1804, 1807,
On hand at last report. .. § 548,215.48 | 9 590,042,562 643,100.60
From distriot tax.... 1,831,354.70 | 1,854,73L.17 |  1,616,520.48
From other sources.. . 221,37958 | 224,208.01 212,037.47
Total recelpts -...o.ooaan $2.395,040.53 | $2,468,082.70 | # 2,512,048.65
EXFENDITURES.
For Tuel, rent, repairs, cte. ....| 81,114,181 10 § 1,080, 3
P s B ey "a7818.02 | 138010.88 | 130,660.08
For records, dictionnries, ete . 633, 58,188.92 uli:&m_
For froo text-hooks ... | T 41,000.51
For general supplies. .. 197,R96.29 187,172.37
For other purposes . ........... 310,000.05 234, 886,51
Total expenditures ......| $1,805,007.30 | 81,785,792.10 | § 1,751,195.61
oG e, ‘mens ’e‘g‘mﬁn l‘mim.a
TOMAL o eioeoemmmeennens| B2,305,940.82 | $2,485,080.70 | # 2,512,048.55

-
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COUNTY SUPERVISION.
FXAMINATION OF TEACHERS.

E 1806, 1807,
First grade cortificates ssued ... RB051 4,920
8 grade certificates lssued 15,80 18,021
Third grade certificates issued 2520 3,230
Special cortificates lssued . 145 200
Total number {ssued. 27,435 24,445
Applicants rejeeted . G443 4,832
Total number oxamined . 32,878 20,277
i) mlmkﬁi"" 038 | %and 2

versge age of applicants. 26 and 22 | 2 an
No experlence in teaching. .. 3,870 3,680 3,080
Taught less than one yoar.. . . 4,852 3784 3,828
atate ifi ip Lk T 807
VISITATION OF BCHOOLS
11,002 10, 12,036
a 15.167 13,014 ‘ 16,474
1.008 1y 1,768
APPEALS,
Humber of cases. ......cooceecanas I (1] Y] L
COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.
Avernge received per annum.. ... (8 1,090 |8 12208 1,216
PRIVATE S0HOOLS.

Number reported. . ....c.ceenm = i B

mgln;d - 1,401 1,880 1,
Students in attendance - t 34,158 30,120 430
Number of graduates........ ...... 1,006 2,201 2,028

TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTES.
GENERAL REPORT.

1885, 1566, 1807,
" 0 i
23 23 23
3,611 3,704 8,787
18,367 10,204 18,601
21.008 22,008 22,238
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FINANCIAL REPORT. THE COST OF OUR SCHOOLS.

RECEIPTS.
1885, 1506, 1807,
1845, 1606, 1897
For tenchers’ salories..........| 8 5,075,402 | 8 5,205,287 | 8 5,204,354

0 hand at last report. .. $ 1970025 | & 15,188.34 | 8 1783593 For sehoolhouses, apparatus, ote 1,362,852 1,280,401 1,341,885
Examinstion fees ... 564,00 32,878.00 29,277.00 For general contingencies. .. ... 1,879,531 1,551,308 1,834,150
Registration fees . 21,005.00 L0800 22,238.00 —
State appropriation . 4,960.00 4,950.00 4,050.00 Total.oooeanianene oo | 8 BIITHG | 8 B,337,040 [ 8 B 440,428
From other sources ... i 1,062.71 §32.28 1,265.65 =

A FIGURED ON TAXABLE PROPERTY.

Total ... —memewee-e- [ # BOBIR06 | 8 70,756.62 | 8 75,566.48 Number of milly for each doliar of assessed valuation.

EXTENDITURES.

1805, | 18906, | 1867.°

For instruction and lectures .| 8 056242701 | 8 51,607.73 | 8  51,776.08
# 8016

For incidentals _. £,714.61 10,222.00
On hand......... 18,188.34 17,535.93 13,087.93 g} ;-g ::
Total..coveies oveo.-..|® S0828.08 | & 70,750,062 | §  75,566.48 }_3:‘ a3 48
Totml . o cinnanassnsrassaasanas] T 14.9 15.1

PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND.

ON ESTIMATED FOPULATION.
For ench individual of eatire population.

1895, 1506, 1897,
Teachers' salarl - 246 2.50 245
- APPALALUS, BU0: .o eeeesneaserarneees| 08 .81 .68
Amount in September _._.____. $4,707,608,70 | $4,710,215.70 | & 4,724,357.20 m......“""..""---..-.-. B2 B9 B8
Interest on the same. ..... 235, 663.00 234,018, 12 238,910.30 o
PP 404 400 3.0
ON BOHOOL ENUMERATION.

For cach youth between § and 21,
' 1 % wesae| 118 18X .23
w e | o1m| s
( i _:' it 263 257 249
Total...cssss wasssensas] 1006 | 117 11,56

For each scholar earolled in sehool.
Tenchers' salari 9,61 0.68 0.62
Bohoolhouses, Apparatus, Blo. .. ..coeceiiconannns 2.86 2.35 .46
Gonoral 1 362 | a4l 336

L e T o e ... A - ] 16.42

ON AVERAGHE ATTENDANCE.

For each scholar Uy in 4. the e time.
Teachers' salarl 14.85 | 1472
4.01 3.50

ingenci 6.64 b.36
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16 REPORT OF THE [2A
CONDENSED COMPARISON FOR LAST FIVE YEARS.
ITEMS COMPARED, 1563 1ho4. 1805, J THg, 1507,
Number of ungraded schools.......... 1298 12,450 !&EI.’I 12,580 1,578
Rooma in graded schools . ... 4 4,500 LT 5,00 518
Whole number of schioolrosm......... 18,718 16,970, 1 | 17, s 7.7
Average number of days taught. ... 154 154 m 160| e
Number of schoolbouses. .. JEXE- Ta,509 1.0 1R880 1874
Value of school houses . ......ooe0o0, (B0, 100,490 515,007, 6680015, 045, 560 115 507, 425 16, 065,548
Behoolhouses bullt duriong the year ...| No datal T ko k- f 1
Behoolhoases with flags.... L ENEL &!ﬁ-‘! LR 4,505
Enumeration between 8 and 2| GA7,150) 607,238 mmg TELITA  TET.0M
Number enrolled In school. S13.614 LAl GERERe  BABOER  B40E38
Average dally attendance. ... . EAIT) BN X0l 353E T
Average No. enrolled to each teacher. 0| ) 0 a0 0
Average monthly tuition, per pupll. .. [§ L= 188 LATS 1 Eife L8
Male teachers employed...... LE= [5-01 8,729 5,014 B
Fomale teachors employed. .. o f-XT 28,75 =7 =y e
Total difersat teachers ¢mployed ., = 28 0 .8 San| s
Average monthly wages, males ..., i T =0 n7.es BEs &
A wages, females.. ... 0,81 AL6 aLas L% aL4s
Teachers necessary tosupply nll sch’ls) 17,084 17,500, 17,87 11,58 16,008
Behools t f stimul 15,503 1, 656 16,887 17,230 17,854
Teachers enrolled lo normal fostitutes| 19,207 22,560 1,064 B =R
E ded for normal o (b BLEORE  SR0S8  GRLON oL alSTR
Av, yoarly salary of county supts..... o1 1,204 1LE=0 1,226 18
Pald for tenchers' saluries ... . 4,750, 467,280 BOTR. 4 5,206,257 6204054
For all other purposes .,.......o.ouser BIN002 BI0M080 RS 318170 8,179,004
| Total Amount expended ... i o B.lw.ui

TWENTY-EIGHTH BIENNIAL REPORT
OF THE

Superintendent of Public Instruction.

INTRODUCTION.

In submitting this the twenty-eighth biennial report of the
department of public instruction, | am happy to be able to con-
gratulate the people of lowa upon the renewed and increasing
interest in public education manifested throughout the state.
At the same time | am, more than ever before, impressed with
the gravity of the situation. Our public school interests are
woven into the framework of society, like the warp and woof into
the texture of the web. ‘‘We must educate the people.” The
maxim admits of no discussion. Upon the kind and character
of our sehools, depends the growth and perpetuity of the
republic. It is true that the maxim is trite, but because it is
{rite, because no man denies it, it must all the more be reiter-
ated, lest, in the pursuit of pleasure, the turmoil of business,
the lust of wealth, men forget its binding force and obligation
upon the entire citizenship of the state.

To provide for the education of nearly six hundred thousand
children is & work of the graatest magnitude. Itis not enough
that we spend nearly nine millions of dollars upon our schools.
Unless the public can be brought to a right conception of what
sducation is, and what it onght to do for the child, a much less
sum would do as well. If to rend and write and cipher, the
mere elements of common English, is all, then it would seem
that children should acquire this education in much less time
and at o less expense. Buliif the public ever come, as they are
slowly but surely tending, to regard the public school a6 a8
training ground for citizenship, as a place for so equipping the

2




18 REPORT OF THE [2A

child that he may earn his own living and at the same time
serve faithfully his day and generation, then they will regard
the money expended to support the schools which their children
attend as the wisest and best investment of the public funds
which can possibly be made. Ous of the children in our public
schools to-day are to come the future rulers of America. What
short-sightedness is it then, what supreme folly, to weigh our
dollars and cents, the gold and silver which perishes, against
the education of our child

GROWTH OF IOWA SCHOOLS.

The growth of the tree is & perpetual wonder. From its
earliest inception in the seed, which finds its lodgment in the
ground, until it reaches its full strength and maturity, itis a
series of miracles which the most careful student of nature can-
not solve. The growth and development of & great state is
similar in kind. The emigrant, attracted by an almost unknown
force, builds his cabin within its borders, Then he finds a
neighbor, although ten miles may lie between them.

As the ships with their white sails plow the ocean, as the
patient camel carries his load across the desert, so the white-
topped wagons of the emigrant make their paths over the prai-
rie, the vanguard of the mighty host of a coming ecivilization.
The lonely cabin becomes the center of a thriving hamlet. The
log sehoolhouse is the common property of all, and often the
rallying place for roligions meetings, the Sunday school and the
election. Roads are built, mail rontes are established, and the
pufling stern-wheal steamer unloads upon the wharf-boat the
necessities of civilized life. Soon the tides of commercial life
begin to ebb and flow, and new industries furnish a market for
the produce of the farmer.

Everywhere there is the energy and strength which produce
life. Villages grow into cities, schools become colleges and uni-
versities, churches erect stately houses of worship, and civiliza-
tion lifts up the standard of culture and the graces of human-
ity in every community. Lo! in fifty years *‘the little one has
become a thousand and the small one a strong nation.”

The growth of our schools has kept even pace with the devel-

opment of Tows as a state. Tracing them by decades we learn

D e . N
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by contrast what these passing years have wrought. Unfortu-
nately the statistics for 1846 are entirely wanting. We quote
bhowever, from & circular of information prepared for the United
States Bureau of Education by Prof. L. F. Parker, who has
given much careful research to the educational history of Iowa.
“When the territory became a state, it contained about 100,000
people, 20,000 parsons of school age, 400 school districts, and 100
schoolhouses valued ot $135 each."

In the first ten years of her statehood Iowa built over 1,300
schoolhouses, valued at $266,000; 2,158 ungraded schools were
established. Twenty-five hundred teachers ware employed,
more than ong-half of whom were men. Male teachers were
paid §14.50, and women $3.25 per month. In point of numbers
the men continued to hold thelr own with women up to 1882,

In 1866 there were 5,900 schools, with 0,349 teachers, of which
number about tweniy-eight per cent were males. The salary
paid men had increased to 34 per month and of females to $24.
There were then 5 000 schoolhouses valued st nearly §2,000,000.
During that year there were about 242,000 pupils enrolled in the
schools. The svorage school year was only five months.

In the next decade, including 1876, the schools increased to
9,860, or nearly seventy-five per cent. There were 19,000
employed as teschers, of whom over one-third were men. There
were 889,000 pupils enrolled. Nine thousand nine hundred
school buildings were valued at $0,876,000, and the school year
was lengthened to six and one-half months.

The reports for 1880 show 14,829 schools, with an average
year of over seven months. They employed 24,700 teachers,
not quite one-fourth of whom were men. Four hundred and
eighty -one thousand pupils were on the rolls as attending some
part of the school year, which was over seven months in dura-
tion. Kleven million five hundred and sixty thousand dollars
were invested in 12,444 school buildings and the school expend-
itures of the state were above §6,000,000,

The reports for 1897 are not yet abulated. We avail our-
salves of the figures of 1806, In that year there were 28,121
teachers employed, of whom 5,714 were males. The average
monthly compensation paid the men was $38.28 and the women
£32.28 per month. The school year was raised to eight months,
Fifteen million eight hundred and sixty-seven thousand four

- hundred and twenty-five dollars represented the value of 13,680

school buildings. Of the 720,175 persons of school age, 548,062
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were enrolled in the schools. The entire amount paid for
school purposes was $8,317,875. These figures are sufficient to
show the growth of the schools in the state in point of numbers
and in their cost. In many other respects their growth has
been still more remarkable.

The earliest seitlers of a state must of necessity attend with-
out delay to those affairs upon which they depend to support
life. To establish the public school is usually the first attempt
of a settlement to act as a social unit. It was so in Iowa.
Every year of her existence as a territory saw the free school
idea growing in favor with the people. It was not with them
what must we do, but rather what can we do, to promote the
education of our children.

Academies and colleges were established at an early day.
Many of them were ephemeral. Bome existed only on paper,
others died in the hour of their birth. Yet who can say
that the weakest of these did not leave an impress somewhere,
and help shape public opinion in favor of higher education?

Iowa had three governors during the eight years that it
existed under territorial government. It is worthy of note that
the first of these governors in his message urged the adoption
of the township as the basis of school organization. It can
never be sufficiently regretted that we ever departed from his
recommendations,

It was not so much his knowledge of educational affairs, as it
was his sound business sense, which led Governor Lucas to see
that without proper township regulations, it will be extremely
difficult, if not impracticable, to establish & regular school sys-
tem. The office of superintendent of public instruction was ere-
ated in 1841 and abolished the following year, against the
report of the committee directed to eonsider the matter. Yet
here was the seed from which has grown the necessity for the

‘present office of superintendent of public instruction.

During the years preceding 1846 Iowa had no well matured
system of free schools, but the nuclsus of sucha system existed
in the thoughts and intents of the people. Btraitened as many
of them were by the environments of pioneer life, they could
not well then meet a school tax.

The new constitution under which the state was admitted to
the union made it the duty of the general assembly to encourage
by all possible means the promotion of intellectual, scientific,

187.] BSUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 21

moral, and agricultural improvement. The first general assem-
bly toole up the matter with an earnestoess and faithfulness
which succeeding assemblies would do well to imitate.

From 1940 to 1556 was a formative period. There was a
marked and constantly increasing trend toward free schools.
It was in the hearts of the people of those early days to furnish
the best possible education to every child living on the soil of
Towa. No student of padagogical lore ever expressed the aims
of our schools better than Governor Hempstead in his message
of 1852. He said:

+Phe first great object of public schools should be to place
within the reach of every child in the state the opportunity of
scquiring those indisp ble el tsof education which shall
fit him for the enlightened discharge of the social and civil
duties to which he may be called.”

That was a grand sentiment when it was uttered. 1ts gran-
deur and strength has increased with every decade and to-day
it proclsims anew the one great necessity of the hour, the edua-
cation of all the people. Horace Mann was altogether right
when he said, " Kducate the people. Educate them in those
great eternal principles of justice and right which underlie
the entire extent of human exertion.” Soalso J. W, Grimes,
& name grestly honored in our history, then governor of the
state, sald in his message in 1854: * The state should see to it
that the elements of education, like the el ts of universal
nature, are above, around, and beneath all.” He continued:
# The statistics of the panitentisries and almhouses throughout
the country abundantly show that education is the best prevent-
ive of psuperism and crime. Eduesation, too, is the great
equalizer of human conditions. Every consideration of duty
and policy pels us to sustain the c hools of the
state in the highest possible efficiency.” Would that the men
who frame and make our laws in the legislatures of later days
might learn lessons of wisdom and justice from these far-seeing
men, the founders of the state, who in their times endeavored
to shape and monld the educational policy of Towa.

The first man to ocoupy the office of state superintendent was
Hon. James Harlan. Venerable in years, renowned for wisdom,
loaded with honors both by the state and the nation, his intel-
leet unimpaired and his interest in the welfare of his country
undiminished, long may he abide in our midst; late may he
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return unto heaven. He, with his suceessor, Thomas H. Ben.
ton, Jr., laid the foundations for our magnifi | fund
which now amounts to over $4,700,000, Pt Soinl S
For the first ten years of her existence as & state, Towa had
no free school system. In 1858 Governor Grimes ,appoinud
Horace Mann, Amos Dean, and F. E. Bissell commissioners to
revise the school laws, and their report was made in 1858
Although the report of the commissioners was not adopted 1;
was the beginning of a new order of things. The odious rllu-
bill dissppeared and the schools were henceforth 1o be supported
by the property of the state. In a word, the schools became free
schools open alike to the children of every citizen. We are in
need of two amendments to complete the work so suspiciously
begun. A free text-book law and a compulsory attendance act,
The former we already have in part, the latter is yet to be inaug-
urated. Both of ihese are necessary to the growth of our school
system, if we expect it to be productive of the highest good. No
public school is free in the broadest sense of that term, unless
it provides without expense to the pupils everything ;hlehl.
necossary to their progress. Other states are moving in that
direction and Iown should not sllow herself o be laft behind in
the race.
But when the schools are thus supported by the publi
reason can be adduced why chlldmp::un]& :: aﬂn::dhtz ;mh::
up in ignorance of the very elements of education. Yet such is
the fact in every city in Iows. A compulsory law, wisely
framed, with reasonable requirements, and vigorously executed,
is & necessity which must be met in the near future. The rea
auntoriftlsfmdtn the acknowledged truth that the most dan-
gerous foe to ublican institu
e ﬂ“uy tions is an ignorant popnlace
There is no question that the commission favored the town-
ship system, and they set forth thelr rensons in strong langnage.
Still the law of 1858 favored the formation of independent dis-
tricts and at u Inter date the rural district came
into existence. It is the old man of the sea clinging to the edu-
cational neck of Iows. There seewms to be no possible means of
escapo from his clutches. Governor after governor, the state
superintendentsin an unbrolken line, prominent educational men,
have remonstrated in vain, and in vain have attempted to secure
8 simpler organization. It will remain rooted in the prejudices
the people, until better ideas of school economy render it

*a
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Out of this law af 1838, however, there arise two lines along
which the growth of Iowa schools is most hopeful. The first of
these is in the direction of higher education by the state. As
early as 1849, the 8 d General A bly provided that the
electors of any district might determine whether a school of a
higher grade should be established, the number of teachers to
be employed, sud the course of study to be pursued therein.
The Sixth General Assembly in 1857, alive to the intorests of
the schools in & growing state, in the chapter which provides
for the better regulation of public schools in cities, towns, and
d ly populsted | districts, made |t the duty of the board
of directors after providing for the primary schools in its dis-
trict, also made it its further duty to cstablish io said district
# suitable number of other schools of & higher grade or grades,
and geve it the power to decide what branches shall be
taught in such schools. Two-thirds of the board had power to
introduce the study of other langusges besides the Eoglish.
The succeeding Seventh (ianeral Assembly in 1558 made most
ample provisions for the establishment of ty high school
The act is in many of its features vastly superior to anything
we have on our statute books to-day. It is not the purpose of
this paper to follow the growth of high schools in the state.
We only desire to establish the fact that there cau be no ques-
tion concerning the intentions of the early settlers as to higher
edocation. They had no thought of fining the oducsti
furnished by the state 1o the rudimentary branches. They
threw the schoolroom door wide open to every child and then
in the spirit of the age took the necessary steps to open thi way
for a close connection between the common schools and the state
university. The children of the rich and the poor, of the learned
and unlearned, are alike in the eyes of American law. The state
proffers to each and every one not tho right to exist ns & slave,
but the divine right to grow to the full stature of sn American
eitison, and for this purpose offers the means whereby he may,

if he will, obtain tho best education which he is espable of
receiving. In other words, the state as a matier of high public
policy, furnishes the child with the means of making the most
he can of himself, this is ¥ to the welfare of
society and to the exlstence of the state. Bome one says: “Far
above snd beyond all special qualifioations for special pursuits
is the importance of forming into usefulness and honor the
capacities which are common to all mankind.” The man Is the
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trunk; the occupations and professions are only different quali-
ties of the fruit yielded. The development of the common
nature of the germs of intelligence, uprightness, benevolence,
truth, belongs to all. These are necessary in every sphere of
life, while special preparation for the field or the shop, for the
farm or the desk, for the land or the sea, is but incidental.

The present law, passed in 1802, gives the board of any dis-
trict the power to establish graded or union schools and to
employ a suitable person to superintend them. The constitu-
tion suthorizes the courses in the collegiste and scientific
departments of the state university to commence where the
courses in the high schools terminate. It is impossible for the
careful student of the educational history of Iowa schools and
their growth, to divest himsell of the thought that the men to
whom under God we are indebted for much which has made
Towa illustrious, intended to establish a system of public edu-
cation, complete in every part from the primary room to the
state university. There has been o marvelous increase since
the days when Nestlerode established the first union school nt
Tipton, and Dennison graded the schools of Museatine. The
growth, however, has reached a point where it needs more strin-
gent and more specific control and direction.

There are many high schools in which the course of study is
too heavy. In some cases such courses sre maintained at the
cost of poor instruction in the lower grades. There are others,
in which one instructor, or at most two, must carry along a full
four years' work, and of course can do it only in a very super-
ficlal manner. The high schools ought to be placed, as in
sdjoining states, under state inspection and control. This has
become absolutely necessary to anything looking to the sym-
metrical growth and development of our school system. While
we claim the undisputed right of the state tomaintain and carry
on a system of higher education, that right should be exercised
with due regard to the character of the instruction afforded,
and to the abiiity of the taxpayers to meet the expenses. The
high sehool is simply a part of the common school, and the less
it has in its name and customs which seem to ape the college,
the bettemsit will do its legitimate work, But few, compara.
tively speaking, pass from the highschool to the college. Many
drop out at the end of the eighth grade, others can spend two
years more in school, fewer yot complete the entire twelve
years. The work undertaken by the higher grades is all the
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more important, because wherever and whenever the child
leaves the school, he ought to have attained that strength of
character, that integrity and firmness in morals, that intellee-
tunl clearness of insight, which will fit him to conquer the
temptations, to endure the labors and to solve the problems
which throng the pathway of every man's life.

The other line of growth leads in the direciion of special
proparation for the teacher’s work. The necessity for this
was seea and acknowledged nt n very early date in the history
of lows. Although for the first thirty years after she was
admitted to the union, the state supported no normal school,
still the normal school idea is seen to pervade many of the
school enactments of the earlier legislatures. The teachers of
the state, almost as soon as they wereunited in the state assocla-
tion, went to work with great vigor to obiain normal schools i
public expanss. The Second General Assembly authorizad the
state superintecdent to divide the state into three normal school
districts and in 1849 a state normal schiool was opened at Androw
in Jackson county. In 1857 an sct was passed authorizing the
state tressurer to pay $1,000 each to the normal schools st
Aundrew and Oskaloosa. In the act of 1568 provisions were
made for educativg tenchars in the high schools of each county,
for the establishment of a normal department in the university,
and for the special training in that institution of young men to
aol s instructors in the high schools. It was evidently the
intention of all these enactments o encourage young men and

women to prepare themselves for doing the best work
possible in the schools.

The duty of equipping teachers for thelr work in the public
schools belongs primarily to the state for the unanswerable
renson that the highest interests of the state are affected by the
quality of the instruction given in her schools. It is not that
the money pald to an inefficient teacher Is lost, for that can be
roplaced. The children bave lost time which oan never be
roclaimed. 'They have been robbed of thelr rightful heritage
and they sro fortunste indeed if they have not formed habits
which will cripple them for life. Nor is this all. Every teacher
who enters the schoolroom without special prepsration for the
work of instruction, who has no high ideal of what & teachor
ought 1o be, helps to lower the general average of citizenship,
and therehy renders the state an easier prey to the wiles of the
place-hunter and the demagogue.
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The future of our school system is dependent almost wholly
upon this question of special preparation of teachers. Our
state university is fast taking equal rank with the best institu-
tions in the northwest. The chair of pedagogy is ably filled and
is producing good results. The state normal at Cedar Falls is
exceeding in its usefulness the expectations of its friends.
While the agricultural college at Ames is not a part, strictly
speaking, of our common school system, yet it sends out annu-
ally from its graduates many very competent teachers. The
establishment of a chair of pedagogy in that institution ought
not longer to be delayed. The normal institutes are an invalu-
able aid, but if they could be placed under a system of close
supervision and inspection by the state their worth to the cause
of education could be more than doubled. Still after all, the
fact is apparent to everyone that the greatest need of the state
is more extended facilities for educating teachers. We must
have more normal schools in Iowa and we must fight it out on
this line if it takes another generation.

There are other lines of growth, but these are those which
in the fature will meet the most strenuous resistanca. Here the
battle for good schools, for universal education, is to be fought.
It will be lost or won just in proportion as we are false or true
to the spirit of the fathers of lowa.

The changes contemplated by the code of 1807 are commented
upon in another place. I believe however that, if the law is
wisely administered, they are such as will conduce to the rapid
development of our school system.

I0WA IN COMPARISON WITH NEIGHBORING STATES.

At this period in the history of lowa, I have thought it use-
ful as a matter of information to incorporats as & part of this
report the following tables taken from the report of the United
States commissioner of education for 18935-96. They include the
statistics from the north central group of states to which Iowa
naturally belongs. A careful inspection will show some facts
worth our consideration. Thus in the columus showing the
average monthly salary of teachers, lowa is the lowest but one
as regards females, and the lowest as regards males. In the
number of school buildings_Iowa leads, and in the_value of
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school property she is fifth. She is the third in total revenue
for school purposes, and in the amount raised from local taxes.
Iowa, Kansas and South Dakota are the only states which levy
no state tax for schools. Thus it is readily seen that Towa
stands well up towards the head in every respect except the
salaries of teachers, nor is the discrepancy here as great as
appears at first sight. Iowa is an agricultural state. It hasno
cities in wl‘ﬁch 80 great & number of males are employed at
large salaries as to greatly affect the general average, and the
avreage salary paid teachers in Iowa comes very nearly being
the average paid rural teachors. However, when we learn that
in Towa the average length of the school year is only eight
months, so that in many places it is seven months or less, and
that many teachers are employed at much less than the average
salary, we cannot wonder that our schools do not accomplish
all that we desire of them.
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HIGHER EDUCATION.

As this is the first report from the department of publie
instruction since Iowa celebrated the semi-centennial of her
admission to the union I have thought it proper to present a
few statistics which show her relstive educational standing
among the great states of the northwest. They are taken from
advance sheets of the report of the United States commissioner
of education for 1845-6, courteously loaned this department for

this purpose.

The following summarized statistics of higher education in
the north central group of states includes students in under-
graduate and graduate departments of universities and col-
leges, colleges for women, schools of technology, and in pro-
fessional schools and departments:
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It is impossible to name the institutions which exercise tho
right to confer degrees in lows. There is noed of & legal defioi.
tlon of what constitutes a standard college. The Pennsylvania
law provides as follows:

*'No institution shall hereafter be chartered with power to

fer degrees unless it has amounting to $500,000 in
bulldings, apparatus, endowments for the exclusive purpose of
promoting instruction, and unless the facolty consists of ot
least six regular professors who devole all their time to the
instruction of its college or university classes,” snd that “*no
buccalaureate degree in arts, soience, phllosophy or literature
b conferred upon any student who has not completed a college
or university course covering four years,"

As Pennsylvania is older and more wealthy such a restriction
would seem too stringent for lowa, but there should be BOme
provision of law limiting the power to confer degrees. 1 have
no disposition to discredit the work done by the smaller and
younger colleges; they aro a blessing to the community in
whose midst they are located. There should be no legislation
to hinder them in their work. Such a provision however,
would prove a blessing to this class of colléges because it would
stimulate their friends to so i their end ta s o
bring the funds and the professional work up to the required
flandard. Atthe ssme time it would protect them and the
stronger and older colleges and universities against the compe-
tition of & class of institutions which have no foundation entitl-
Ing them to the right to confer degrees. Such  statute would
ralse the standard of Tows degrees and make thom worth striv-
ing for by all young men and women. It would also give to
the degrees eonforred by our Institutions a value and standing
In other states which at present they do not possess. While it
is not the province, as it is not desirable, for the siate to aid
denominational colleges or to interfere with thelr management,
the state might in some such way as here indicsted recognisze
their worth and give them a protection for which I believe they
would be most grateful.
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STATE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

There are but three institutions under state care in Iowa,
which are strictly educational in their functions. To say that
these institutions which are provided as the means of advancing
the education of our children are a burden upon the taxpayers,
leeches upon the public purse, that they conspire and combine
to loot the state treasury, is an evidence either of wickedness
or of weakness, and sometimes of both. Every cent the state
has expended upon these institutions of learningisa permanent
investment, the interest of which will accrue to the benefit of
future generations. We must educate the people. It can only
be done by educating the children. Grown up men and women
are beyond the reach of the schools. The state cannot provide
too generously for those whose minds are in a formative period.
Only by so doing can life be made more tolerable for our
children, and the next generation be placed on a higher plane
than this. The spirit which prompts the friends of education
to urge upn the legislature the justice and wisdom of provid-
ing promptly and genrrously for the wants of these institutions
is that of an intelligent people making provision for the future
welfare of their children. The incressed growth of the state
in population will call for increased expenditures in supporting
scheols. The man who does not understand and appreciate
this, lacks the very first al ts of stat hip. Does it
pay in dollars and cents to support these schools?

Without attempting to demonstrate the affirmative to this
question, I am permitted to quote the following from an article
by Dr. Harris, the United States commissioner of education:

It Is surprising to the person who has not become familiar with sho facta
to 'earn that the total ber of years' echooling that each person on an
aversge is gesting in the Unlted States ls only four and three-tenths, nearly
four years of this being furnished by pablic, and less than six-lenths years
by private schools. But the that M 1 1s glving is six
years and elghty-six hundreths, or two and hall years more than the

eral wvernge.
m’,l.‘ha total production of the labor of the people of the United States for
1880 was sbout forty cenis spiece per day for each man, woman, and child;
but the production of Massach with Its sge of seven years of
schoollr g for each Inhabltant was nearly double that of the average for
each inbabitant of the whole nation. I huve made on different bases three
estimates, uslng the data given by Cel. C. D. Wright in his census of the
state for 1885. The lowest estimate glves sixty-elght per cent mors than
‘the natlonal average, the second eighty-four per cent; the thl.rd and best
-one exactly one hundred per cent.  The population of M: is four
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percent and its production Is sight per cent of that of the whols nation.
Who that looks at modern productions of industry and considers how much
ol it is dve to machinery for Its management on alort and educated intelll-
Fenoe, can fall to see the relatlon of the schools of Massschusetis to ita
phesomenal production of the ftems of wealth?

No one who studies statistics in conmection with the history
of any state can deny that it pays to educate the wage earner
not alone from a philanthropic, but also from an economic,
standpoint. Thers is, however, an argument stronger than
this. The future rulers of America, the mon who are to mould
our politics and shape the policy of the nation during the first
half of the twentisth contury nre the children of the laboring
olasses; of the men who are earning their living and the means
of educating their children by their daily toil, Better than
riches for our children is the inheritance of a land in which life
and property are secure; a land in which dwells a people in the
full enjoyment of an enlightened and educated liberty.

The experience of the past two years convinces us that it
would be wise to inaugurate the policy of erecting only fire-
proof buildings hereafter at these institutions. Thesecurity of
lite and property, the preservation of valuable collections and
expensive apparatus would compensate the state, many times,
for the extra cost of such bulldings. In sddition to this every
new building at n state institution should besuch as toadvartise
the greatness, the growth, the liberality of Tows. Moreover,
we must build for the future. It Is false economy, it'is a waste
of public funds, to erect cheap, inexpensive buildings hardly
adequate to meat even the pressing wants of the present year.
It is time for Iowa fo adopt the broader policy of administering
the affairs of these institutions 5o as to aid the development of
her vast resources along all lines of growth, looking to the
futura while she plans generously for the present.

STATE UNIVERSITY.

The great loss w the university through the destruction of
its library by fire will seriously eripple the usefulness of the
institution unless it is repaired as rapidly as possible. Refer-
ence is especially made to the report of the regents to the goy-
vrnor of the state, and to the recommendations contained in it.
No modern university, however, can hope to attract students
unless it can offer them the best possible facilities for reading,
for reference, and for original investigation. On another page
under the head of Higher Education, can be found & table taken
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from the report of the United States commissi of edueati
for 1895-6, showing the relative standing of the libraries in
those institutions with which our university is brought into
closest competition.

We live in an age of books. Very much of the education
which our children receive is the result of original investiga-
gation and research. More than that the age is progressive.
New discoveries and inventions in the arts and sciences are
constantly coming to light. Literature drinks in the same
spirit of the age, and new estimates are placed upon historical
writings, as well as upon poetry and fiction. A library which
twenty years ago was thought amply sufficient to meet the
wants of the students, unless it has been plentifully replen-
ished, would to-day be considered antiquated and almost
useless.

The library is the heart of the universily, to paralyze it is
death. Iis throbs arefelf in all departments, and every student
gathers strength and inspiration from the lifegiving influences
which flow from this central fount. The duty of the present is
to build the library up, year by year, through generous appro-
priations, and at the earliest possible date to put it into a fire-
proof building, beyond all reach of destruction by that element.
The state unive sity of lowa, in spite of limited means, isachiey-
ing a most gratifying reputation for itself. But as long asitis
deficient in appliances for instruetion, apparatus for illustra-
tion, and in comfortable, wholesome recitation rooms, our young
people will seekk out of the state the advantages which they
cannot find at home. 'The shortsighted policy which drives our
young people away from Iowa to obtain & liberal education is
neither economical nor wise. Sometime the people of the state
will realize it, and then they will demand the insuguration of a
more liberal policy, at the hands of the legislature. The law of
1806 giving the university the benefit of a tax of one-tenth of a
mill for five years was a step in the right direction. The uni-
versity needs permanent funds. The tax of one-tenth of a mill
is a burden upon no one, yet it yields o sum which, in the aggre-
gate, is a great help to the university. The limit of five years
should be extended at least to ten.

Iowa does not want a university which is such only in name.
It is & wasteful policy to give it only enough from time to time
to keep it alive. There is an economy which tendeth to pov-
erty. It is that which deprives our young people of the means
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pt gaining o desired education st home or forces them to seek
1t in the institutions of neighboring states
As a mattor of history we appe st of those persons who

have held the office of presideat of the university:

Dr. Amos Desn, 1555-58

Dr. Silas Totten, 186062

Dr. Oliver M. Spencer, 1502 67

Prof. N. R. Loonard (acting), 1560-88

Dr. James Dinsck, 188570

Dr. George Thacher, 1571-77

Hon. Christisn W. Slag 7

Dr. Josiah L. Pickard

Dr. Charles A S f

Dr. J. L. Pickard is the only ex-president living. He resides
at Iowa City, in quiet seclusis and yot exerting a strong inflo-
ance and & r the studeats of the

univer
THE NORMAL SCHOOI

I do not feel that there is any daonger of commending too
highly the work done at thestate normal school. Whilespecial
reference is made to the report of the trustees of that institu-
tion to the governor of the state, it is proper to add in this con-
nection that the appropristions asked for are only such as are
imperatively demanded by the interests of the school. Iiis
the only state normal school in [owa. Puplls come to it from
nearly every county in the state. Its graduntes are in constant
demand as teachers in our graded schools. ‘T'he larger propor-
tion of its students who cannot remain to graduate, go out Into
our common schools, instructed in the best methods and inspired
to do better work. The first board of trustees was organized
June 7, 1876, with Hon. H. C. Hemenway as president. At
that time the board of the Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home turned over
the property as required by the sct of the Sixteenth General
Assembly. At the same time Prof. J. C. Gllchrist was elected
a8 principal. The first term opened September 6, 1676, with
an enrollment of iwenty-sevea studenis. Of the faculty as
composed at that time, two members, Prol. M. W. Bartlett and
Prof. D. 5. Wright, still retain their connection with the school.
Miss Anna E. McGovern has also been connected with the
school since its foundation, either as student or teacher. Pres.
J. C. Gilchrist died August 12, 1667, at Laurens, in this siate,
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full of years and good works. An appropriate obituary notice
of him will be found in another place in this report.

The summary st the end of the catalogue for 1576-77 shows
an attendance of males, 50; femalea, 105; total, 155; with four
members of the faculty. The attendance during the fall term
of 1807 is nearly 1,500, and the faculty has increased to 84.
The secret of this growth is because there is a demand for
teachers who are trained for their work. The state will con-
tinue to increase in wealth and population. There is mo
possible way 1o stop it. To say that Iowa is too poor, that
taxes are too high, that we cannot afford to meet increased
demands, does not fill the conditions which confront the state.
The school is to-day working up to its full limit. Without
larger appropriations there can be no increase in its useful-
ness. The school speaks for itself through its history. It has
a body of alumni, the larger part of whom remain in the state,
and they are making their influence felt as an educational force
among the people in our district schools. 1 know, from an
intimate acquaintance with the work of this institution, what
it is worth to our schools, and so I honestly and conscientiously
commend it to the favorable consideration of the gemeral
assembly.

The following table shows the number of graduates each
year since the school was established:

GRADUATES 10WA STATE NORMAL SOROOL.
|1 o f (SRS

BERESHREREL
EgEZESasse

L o SRS 1

Of the graduates of the school, 514 are at present teaching
in Towa; B1 are teaching in other states and elsewhere; 05 are
students in universities and colleges. Most of these are teach-
ers who expect to resume that work after a year or so of study;
98 have abandoned teaching and gone into other work, but all
of these persons have taught more or less since graduating.
One hundred and seventeen are on the retired and married list.

LTy
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These persons are also tes rs and many of them have taught
five or mora years since receiving their diple sed
21, unknown 8. This makes & total of 034 full number
of graduates is 1,254, This dift alned by the fact
that a large number have finis yth the three years' and four
years'courses of study,and have graduated in two classes.

In addition eighiy-eight have received certificates in the pri-
mary teachers' course Four of thess are married and not
teaching; four are students in other s
outside of lowa, and the remain
in the public schools in this state,

This, however, does not measure the full usefulness of the
school, as by far the larger number of those who attend leave
before the completion of thair course to teach in the country
schools, or in those of the smaller villages.

The buildings, as well as the library and apparatus, of this
school ought not to be useless to the state during one-fourth
of the year. The following is taken from the report of the
committee on rural schools to the national educational asso-
ciation:

ymas.  Dec

ranca 18 ex

yols; three are teaching
seventy-seven are tesching

There should be & summer term for rural sochool teschers In every normal
school In the United States. The plant of the normal school has cost
thousands, in some cases hundreds of thousands of dollars, and for two
or three months in the summer vhis investmont remnins entirely unprodue-
tlve. 'The success of the summer term in the University of Chicago ls sig-
nificant, and the plan adopted this year io all the state normal sehools of
Minnesota, sets the example for the nation,

Something of this kind was successfully attempted at Cedar
Falls last summer, and plans are in process of formation to
increase its usefulness in 1888, It ought to receive substantial
encouragement from the state by way of an appropriation, so that
the cost of attendance may be reduced to a minimum to those
who desire to avail themselves of its privileges.

The object has been to keep the normal school in close touch
with the educational wants of the state. The president, as well as
the entire faculty, has kept this contionally in mind. As a con-
sequence much attention is paid to the best methods of instrue-
tion in the common English branches. Ifs influence is felt in
the country as much as in the graded und high schools. This is
as it should be, for this is the purpose for which the school
was established.
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Tbeli.bnryol’ the school is & necessary adjunct, and needs
ual lenishing. The students avail themselves of ita
p-huegu, and make it & means of improvement and growth.

A large proportion of the young men and women in this
school come from the farms and the smaller country villages.
They are not rich in this world's goods. It is not unusual to
find & student who attends until his money is expended and
thon teaches a year or more and earns the funds with which to
finish his course. Is not lowa, with the proud record of fifty
years of statehood behind it, wealthy enough to sustain one
normal school, without compelling these young men and young
woman o contribute to its support, in the shape of tuition and
contingent fees? In the mind of every intelligent citizen this
question ought to answer itsell.

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

0! these three institutions the agricultural college at Ames
has no connection with this department. Hence we can only
say that from all we gather eoncerning it, and from a personal
acquaintance with its officers, we believe it deserves to be treated
gumuly by the state.

The establishment of a chair at Ames for the purpose of
tralning teachers for their work has been frequently and favor.
ably commented upon by those who realize how strong an aid
such o professorship, if worthily filled, would be to our educa-
tional forces. The arrangement of the terms at the agricul-
tural college is such as to give students the best possible
opportunity of teaching during the winter term. Many avail
themselves of this privilege. Instruction in the science and art
of teaching would be of the greatest possible benefit to them in
their work.

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS,

In compliance with the requirements of the statute the fol-
lowing statement is appended showing the time and place of
mommmmumm a list of all

to whom diplomas or certificates have been granted,
with date of issue; a classified statement of the number of

‘applicants at each examination, a statement of fees received
‘and expenditures by the board, and to whom warrants on the

T T
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board's expense fund have been issued. A eareful serutiny of
the tables will show that fees received have exceeded by several
hundred dollars the sum setapart for the expenses of the board.

The board has not yet had time to consider the features of
the code of 1897, giving it power to issue primary certifi-
cates, and also to recognize certificates and diplomas issued in
other states. It will require very careful thought to frame such
rules and regulations as will make the primary certificate worth
striving for. It should be granted only to those who, by
special study and preparation, toget
cessful experience, have pr alves worthy such an
honor. In addition to the :quirements the primary teacher
should possess a general all-round education, with quick per-
ceptive powers, o knowledge of child nature, and a love of
children.

So in regard to recognizing papers issued in other states.
The board will undoubtedly require the fullest proof of moral
character, and success in teaching, from applicants offering
such credentials,

There is a growing disposition to recognize the value of cer-
tificates issued by competent suthority in other states. The
tendency of this is to place teaching upon the same plane as the
profession of medicine or law. The law is not mandatory but
permissive. The board, if not satisfied upon these points, may
require a certain smount of experience in lowa. It is to be
hoped, however, that the board will not forget that as these new
features of the law give them greater powers, they also devolve
upon the examiners greater responsibilities.

with & long and sue-

yed them

SECTION OF LIBRARY. IOWA STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.

STATE DIPLOMA.

The stato diplomna ls intended as a recognition of prolesslonal standing
attained by long and successful experionce. 1t lsthe presumption thas thoss
who hold these diplomas have ontered upon teaching us a life work and are
devoting all thelr energios to the practics of thelr profession. Tho state
diploma is recelved In any county of the state as an evidence of abllity to
instruct the children and youth. The fes, ns fixed by law, ls 85.00, one-hall
| of which is returned to the candidste In case of fuilure. Lists of old ques-
tions are not sent to applicants.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS.
1. In his reglstration blank the candidate will be required to certify to
the fact that he has taught or studled the branches required by law for s
state diploma. ]
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2 He must produce evidence that he has been engagod In teaching at
loast slght years, throe of which have boen in Iowa within rocent date.
3. He must satlsly the board that he has a thorough knowledge of the
B ol Sor 4 MaES i
4. Tho board will reserve the right to require an examination for state
certificate In all cases bafore spplication can be made for state diploms.
5 He must be a resldest of Iows ut the time of application.
. The regisiration black and the thesls must be filed with the presi-
dont of the board st loast thirty days before the date fixed for examination.
7. The thesls must, In every case be ln the handwriting of the applicant,
and should be between thres and four thousand words In length.
8, The thesis will be examined by such persons as the board may deslg-
nate and will be marked on the following points:
a. Cholee and arrangement of subject matter.
b Eoglish language.
¢ Thoaght and expression.
d. General appoarance of paper.

6, It will asslst the board in resching a satiaf lusion, and
-lllbed'mhﬂalmdih:honpplhmﬂhe!lu-
from rep ducational Instite-
Ih-mllyh(hlh ial scholarship of the L

‘he standiog
mmmmmuumumuwmm
offivar, may also be pubmitied.

b, Documentary evidence showlng the ability of the applicant to tesch
.ﬂdmulrdnbjm

& d X Muuqum.lldlm-ndlblllv
of the 1 .....,,. i Ipal or This
mudumldmnpﬂlhh

d. The names of throe | atp d In educationul work,

bubuihohuﬂwwﬂhlurlw-rm«mntul!m

10. Candidates for state diplomas sball pass examinstion upon asll
branches required hy candidates for atate certificates, and in addition
thareto in g ,..._ ¥y ! mﬂmmm
political ¥yt lo, English liter
art of education, history of educath m-ﬂMuﬁmﬁ
other branches as the board of examiners may require.

1. OGRADUATES OF STANDARD COLLRGES.

wdmmmmmsmquﬂw
to that p ibed in the depart ‘dmﬂ
Towa.

L mmm.:::u

2. Pile diploms and course of study taken.

3. File thesis [n own handwriting ou s professional subject selected by
the president of the board.

4. Appesr for examinstion at a regulsr meeting, and pass examina-
mhmmmwwmmmpuummm

by law for state diplomss. mmnmuma nw'
_choson, st the timae the thesls is fled.

5. The board may also, st it disoreti quire sa cxamination
purely professional in its nature.

W
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1. CANTHDATES NOT OOLLEOE ORADUATES,
but who have attained excollont rank as educators and have hald an Tows
#tate cortifioate, or & paper of equal rank.
L Flle reglstration blank aod fee.
2. File thoals ln his own bandwriting on a professional sabject selocted

or approved by the presldest of the board. This thesls must be filod shirty
days bofore the bosrd meeting

3. Take wuch examioations n st least three subjocts required by law
for state diplomas, as the bosrd may deslgoate.

L. OTHER CANDIDATES
who do nol apply under aither I or 11 of this clrenlsr

L. Flie registration blank aod feo.

2 Flle thesls oo & professional subject selected or approved by the
president of the board, sald theals 1 be filed thirty days before the mest-
ing of the board.

8. Take such examioations ln the subjects required by law for state
cartifioates nnd siate diplomus, s the board may designate,

GENERAL AFPFLIES ONLY TO IT AND IIL

Candldatns who wish to Inform themselves of what will be exacted may

make applicatlon for said Informstion st the semi-annosl meoting of the

bosrd previous to the time of taking sald examination, by complylng with
numbers 1 and 2.

In all papors great importance will be attached 1o the use of the Eaglish
language.

DATES FIXED POR EXAMINATIONS FOR STATE DIPLOMAS, 1897,
June 24 snd 25, at State Capltol, Des Moloes.
Decembar 2§ and 29 ab time of Htate Teachors' Assoclation,
Nore—Graduates from tho state normal and state university deslring
Informution, shonld apply to the [nstitution from which they geadunted.
All other offielsl correspondence for the board must be with the preal-
dent.

HeENRY SAmN,
Presic Board of Examii

BTATE CERTIFICATES,

L EVIDENCES OF SCUHOLANSHIP.

As evidence of scholarship the candidate most fle bis last county teach-
er's cortificato and sach diplomas as he may possess. He must desigoate
three persons of standing as educators who can vouch for his scholsrship,
and to whom the board can apply thirty days before the examination, for
personal officlal information.

IIl. WRITING OF ENSAY.

The candldste must write an essay in one and ooe-ha'!f boars at the time
of the examination upon some tople In didactics that will exhibit his pro-
mmmm-um.mqummh
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the axaminer in charge, his selection being d ined by the 14 ']
experience.

L WRITING OF PAPER.
The candidate will also be amigned a tople In U. S. history at the
time of the examination, on which he must write & paper to be completed
in one sod one-hall hours. This paper must be written without delay, and

oannot bo copled. This will pl the ination in U. 8. history,
orthography, penmanship, and English language, provided the other
papers do oot dl dit the quallfications of the sppli in the English
language.

IV, TESTIMONIALS AND OREDENTIALS.

1. Each ocandldate must fle written officlal statements, prepared
expressly for the board, certliylng to the professional success and good
moral charscter of the applicant. These must be from:

a Ono or more county or clty superl d or other prolessional
edoestors who koow the applicant and under whose supervislon he has
taught.

b, One or more school boards or dircctors for whom the candidate has
taught, covering a perlod of three years' actusl teaching.

2 To bo assursd that the candidate Is successful in Instruction and
in government, the board will bold the right to Investigate further unill
natisfiad.

¥. LENGTH OF EXPERIEXCE AND VALUE OF CREDENTIALS.

L. Throe yenrs' actual experience s o teachor, of not loss than thirly
woeks I each year, Is required belore the board will issue  cartificate.

Part of this time must be io lows, and the appll must be a resid 3
\hﬂ-nhnmlnﬂmhntu

2 Thep of a dipl from an app d college or state normal
nhulmy.niwcogmmohhehmd be acoepted in the place of & part of
the in To any such modifioation

requires the filing of the nppilmuu the feo of 83 and the credentials at
loast ten days before the soml-annual meeting of the board.
VL PROGRAM OF EXAMINATION.
The candidate must pass an examination sccording to the following
arrasgement of sulijects and time:
GrouP 1. —Grammar, Readlng, Geography.
GrOUP 2 —Civies, Economies, SBehool Laws of Iowa.
M&—MMM@MM
Grour 4.—Fhyslology, Botany, Physt ing
TIME SCHEDULE.
FIRST DAY,
A. M.—5:00 to 9:30—Essay on U. S. History.
#:30 o

#
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BRCOND DAY.
A. M.—8:00 to 12:00—Group 3.
P. M.—1:20 w0 4:30—Group 4.

VII. OTHER RUGGESTIONR.

L Candidates are advised to arrive the day before, as allowance cannot
be mado for late arrival, delaycd tealos, or for belag out of physloal and
meontal condition due to slckness or nlght travel.

2 The examination lu each subjoct will be restricted to the published
program as to time.

& All necesssry material will bo furnlshod each oandidate at the time
of the examination.

4. The board will reserve the right to require an examination for state
cortificato in all cases before spplication can be made for state diploma.

5. Lima of old questions wre oot sent to applioants.

A I osss of fallure ove-half the fes will be returned to the candidate.

7. Chagler 2, Title 13, of the Code, will supply much informstion oot
possibile %o include within this clroulnr,

DATES PIXED FOR EXAMINATIONS FOR STATE CENTIFICATE, 1807,

June 24 and 25 st State Capiiol, Des Molnos.
June £ und 3 st State Normal Behool, Cedar Falls.

June 4 and 5 at Cornell College, Mt. Vornon.

Decomber 23 and 29 at time of State Teschors’ Assoelstion.

The i 1 businoss g of the board will be held Juna 23,

Nore —Graduatos from the state sormal and state university desiring
Information should apply to the Institutlon from which they gradoated.

All other afficlal correspondence for the board must be with the president.

HENRY SANIK,
President Board of Exami

STATE CERTIFICATRE

SUGGRSTIVE OUTLINE FOR PREPARATION.
Tlumapaul examination will correspond with smbjech matter of the

book. The followlng syllabus is p d In order to empha-
wino mul.n points snd 0 indicate ul.ong what llnes the candidste should
study In preparation for the {nutlon for stato osrtificate.
HEsuy SAmN,
President Board of B: il
The state law provides that undldatu for mh eaﬂ.l!ﬂl- shall b
m-lud upon u- following b Or hy, writing,
, Boglish g bookkeoping, plhysi W-M
o the United Stntn. el buhn ¥, 1 phil ¥, deawlng, civil
Mmﬁluumm hlnﬂlwn. -ndduudm
El 'y civies and will herealter bo substl-

tuted In ﬂuddvummhumﬂmm requirementa of
tho law a&s it now oxista governing county certifioates.

Note that the most essentlal branches In the above List are those printed
in Htalles.
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Muny fallures oconr in papers on arithmetic and algebra. For these
papers a reasonable length of time will be allotied within which candidates
will be expected to finish ull the required work. It is commonly obsarved
that those who write Eoglish well, and whose work Is clear, concise, and
connected, are very likely to merit a good marking in the other sssential
studies,

ARITHMETIO,

Definiti Ristakion sod i

The four fund tal p Fract! and decimal
Reductions,

Properties of numbers. Ratio and simple proportion.

Tovolutlon; square root; cube root. Practical measurements.

Applications of p ge In which time s not an element.
Interest and discount.

ALGEBRA.
The knowledge of algebra required can be obtained from nny el t
text-book on the subject.
Definition of terms, and use of signs.

Kadthion subleaett iiolioation. dtviston. T .
fraotional q:’mmu. AopT. dEangiins;

z'nwﬂnz; greatest eommon divisor; least common multiple,
1 1 i

xp ¥ literal; fractional;
negative; zero powers. A i paiEre Sait
Simple ! Kinds; methods of eliminath i
Powers and roots. Involution of Ials, bisomisl 1 il

expansion of binomlals (with or without numerical on-emnl:n;l) by the
binomial theorem; equare und cube roots.
Fad o Sy o

¢ 2 by 1 Pure m_'_- d; thods of eliminati com-
pleting the square; reductions.

ELEMENTARY CIVICS.

The Handbook for lowa Teach dition of 1865, ins sufliciont
ml . rial, If mastered, to enable an applicant to pass the examinstion in
eivics.

The different kinds of government.

The constitution of the United States. Provislons; prinel

The constitution of the state of Towa. Comparison mpl::; natlonal
constitution as to maln features,

The three departments of nutional and state government.

Officers; how chosen; ellgibility; length of term; duties; extent and liml-
tations of power.

Gaver of the les, clties and towns of the state of lowa,

Cltizenship; how acquired; privileges; duties.

Electors; qualifications.

ELEMENTARY ECONOMICS.

Conditions of wealth.
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Common property.

Capltal. Credit. Interest.

Labor. Competition.

Duties to the state; to soclety: 1o the family; to each other.
Co-operation and profit sharing.

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY.

The propertics of matter.
The mechanical powors.
Laws and affects of the pressure of liquids and gases.
More prominent laws of sound, heat, light, electricliy, and thelr applica-
tlonn
Rxpl lon of ordinary physical ph
DIDACTICS.

Candidates should be able to distinguish between the analytic and the
synthetle methods of Instructlon, and to state under what olrcumstances
ench ln applicable. They should possoss such & knowledge of the clussifion-

tlon and order of develoy t of the intelloctual powers asmay be oblained
by the stody of any elementary work upon pedagogy. The exsminstion
will embrace questions spon methods of | fon In the variousb h
taught in the hools, and for division by class-work,
reoltation, instroctlon, drill, applloation.

Among the books specially r led mre the following: Swett's

Methods, Hewolt'n Pedugogy, White's School Management, Howland's
Hints to Teachers, Page’s Theory and Practice, King's SBchool Interesis
sod Dutles, Patrick's Pedagogios, Arnold's Waymarks for Teachors.

PHYSIOLOGY.

The sffects of alecholic stimulants and lcs, as required by section
27186, must be studied In close connection with each of the ssveral portions
of this subject.

The skeleton. Resplration.

Musculnr system. Excretion,

Maetication and digestion, Nervous system.

Circulation, Orgsus of spoclal sense.

BOTANY.

Plants. Bpecios; afinities; dlstribution. Relution of plants to extornal

agenelen. The plaat-cell; general t position; f tlon; mark-

ings; leal growth; formailon of buda,
Flowers. Essentlal organs; their atiributes; typieal flowers.
Fruite. Propagation of plant life, food and sustensnce of animal life.

DRAWING.

Free-hand drawing. Definltion and description.

Complementary colors.

Drawlng to represant seme objsct, as an Invertad cone or cylinder.

Drawing from object placed by the examiners at the time of the examina-
thon.

Mathods of tesching d x
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UNITED STATES HISTORY,
iu csEny upoa:lnme tople slmilar to the following :
T th 1 T .
et e and quent history of Maryland and

The history of four great ref
; orm moveme:
Sherman’s campaigns durlog the elvil 'nu e TN
The to the Itul
gour characters of the ofvil war,
ustoms, religion and law,
The United States since i;ﬂ‘z Sl .
History of Towa,

SBINGLE ENTRY BOOK-KEEPING,
Definitlons of terms, .
Forms,

Ruling forms of day-boak, led,
< » ledger, cash-book, - -
mnubmkh, Wrill::: ?\:{!uﬂ Ifﬂom- of promiesory notes, ehmb.':::mh:i
e recel ongln.le:;'ut:l:'a:?1:‘;;:““;“““““' and conventions,
tries, and ered| book;
reui:;:; l:n: aﬁﬁ:n“ in b:ho cash-book; of sales uh:h:nu:::-m‘ af l')l.;:
MB.- sl payabla in llll_a‘bw-bwk. Posting to ledger,
bal

, or i
accounts; balance sheets, showlng pm;-: condition of ﬂ::e business. e
e BOHOOL LAW.
tion of school laws of 1897 in the
bands
MD‘I:‘ new G;I;:.:fn the best umll:lble menns of ;f“:;eq B
triots, orms and thelr leading dif :
i . g eronces. How each kind
; organized. How boundaries may bechanged. How subdivided for
Electors, Quallfications of. M Wers
@ :m“:.“ iy eetings of, regular and #pecial. Po
uperintendent of publio Instroction.
udnmd 8 of directors. Those chosen by the m&%ﬁmﬂnmmu
utles, of each in partioular, . =

Teach
n.w“h:n Their quallfications, powers, speclal duties, rights, and

RENEWAL OF STATE CERTIFICATES.

1. HOLDERS OF STATE CERTIFICATES
lhumthmnm examination,

hh%m&hwm?ﬂumﬁe ppli blsnk furnished
artment of pu and to pay the fee for sald

2. The applicant 18 required to file the follo
creden H
.Juwmmmmnm'?u‘mwh?sz
%8 o instruction mmmmmmmmmmm
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phyalcal condition, and mental snd moral character ars such as to justify
tho board In granting him a renewal of his certificate.

b, He must also furnlsh testimonials from the boards for which he has
worked during the time he held his certificate, cortifylng that he is suo-
oessful as an instructor and as » disclplinarian.

3. Thoe applioant must appear before the board In person whersatiend-
ance may be required, and write a paper in didactios and take such other
subjects as the boan! may require, but where the personal knowledge and
acqualntance of the board with the sppllcant will permit, and where the
first pxamination will justity, an original essay on an sducational toplo
smsigned by tho president of the board may be substituted for personal
prosenco at the examination. This paper mustbo (o the handwriting of the
applicans, snd must show professional study and investigation.

1. HOLDERS OF STATE CERTIFICATES

glven tham undor the law as graduntes of the lowa state normal sehool, or
those bolders of 1ife certificates lssued prior to 1873, under the former law.
1. All such persons in applying for renewal must fle application as
required, and the feo stated by law.
2. o addition they must farnlsh | Inls from superl d and
from hoards under which they have worked, during the life of the certifi-
onte formerly held, that they are suceosstul in government and In Instroe-
tion, and that thelr physical condition and mental and moral character at
the present time, i them for dolag public school work.
HENRY BADIIN,
President Board of Examiners.




50 REPORT OF THE A 187.) SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 81
STATEMENT SUMMARY.
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Stale cortifi - —
Ciplomas. o] 1| 0158 [ 4 | a8
250

Number in foree T —
Wb f g o B e 1
Number of diplomas lesued pariod ending Ssptember 30, 1897, ...

e | |
——

Total number of diplomas in force Soptembor 30, 1807........_.. 287
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PROM JANUARY 1 TO DRCEMMER 31, 1808

STATE CERTIFICATES.

—_— B ——
DATR c‘_::_‘ 7O WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
Jan. 1, 1886
Jan, 1, 1800
-i_l-. 1, 1500
1, 1800
Jan. 1, 1806
Jan. 1, 1500
Jan. 1, 1800
Jan. 1, 1808
Jan. 1, 1500
Jan. 1, 1508
Jan. 1, 1860
Jan. 1, 1566
Jan. 1, 1500
Jan. 1, 1800
Jan. 1, 1508
Jan. 1, 1506 | Cbarles
Jan. 1, 1808
Jan. 1, 1808 | John H. Garber
Jsn. 1, 1808
Jan, 1, 1800
Jen 1 1me
an.
Jan. 1, &
Jsu. 1, 1506
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STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED,
DATE OF
P TO WHOM [SSUED. COUNTY.
Jan. 1, 1800 | Charles E. Hanchett, .......... Plymouth.
Jan. 1, 18606 | Alexaunder Hinckley............ Palo Alto.
Jan. 1, 1886 | Marguerite Josephine Littig.. ..| Scott.
| Jan. 1,1806 |Lloyd F. Loos........cc.u00u.s Cedar.
Jan. 1, 15806 | Evelyn Miller................. Page.
| Jan. 1, 1806 (Clara Pugh ............cc000... lowa.
Jan. 1, 1696 | J, M. Rapp... Woodbury.
Jun, 1, 1896 | Mary Taylor. Union.
Jan. 1,1 Anna J. Ziek..... Linn.
Jan. 1, 1596 | Anna C. Althouse...... Hardin.
Jan. 1, 1886 | Mrs. Lida Styles Battia. .| Johnson.
Jan. 1, 1896 | Walter A. Ferguson.. .| Osceola.
Jan. 1, 1886 | Clarence Messer., ., . .| Humbaolds.
Jan. 1, 1506 | Elizabeth Perkins. Woodbury.
Jan. 1, 1866 | Luells V. Simmons Muhaslka.
Jan. 1, 1806 n.*wmma_ ..... Cherokee.
June 3, 1506 | Charles W. Crulkshank... Lee.
June B5, 1806 | Isabella E in Powers. . Chickasaw.
June 5, 1806 | Fred Cole Hicks. ......... Linn.
June 5, 1806 | Bertha Evangeline Bush Hancock,
June 5, 1806 | John Mark Crinklaw. ... Marshall.
June 05, 1596 | Christian Carl Carstens. Union.
}une g:. %& Alfred Loalar Brown,.. geh;ﬁr
une 24, lh?-nm mma Lackey. .| Washington
{ June 24, 18006 ( A. J, Oblinger.........c........
i July 1, 1806 | M t A S hyain g v se] R
July 1, 1806 | Charles Oscar Jameyson.. ... .. Clinton.
July 1, 1898 | Villa R. Wedlock..............
July 1,18068 |W. H. Whitlord.. .............s Black Hawlk.
July 1, 1806 | Minnie D. Ashbrook. ..........| Marshall.
July 1, 1800 | Christian N. Brones............ Crawford.
July 1, 1896 | Albert F. Burton......... v 0 +| Montgomery.
July 1, 1808 | Florence McHenry Butler. . .. .. Keokuk.
July 1, 1586 A O s Keokuk.
July 1, 1808 | Mary Al m&wn.... Mahaska.
July 1, 1896 | Hanna l&m ....... Buena Vista.
July 1, 1806 | George A. = AT b
}nlwy 1, 1866 | Anna u;mm ..... i gm
1, 1896 R N s
July 11,1890 | James I. Martin............... mm
July 1,1806 R Roland............... Shelby.
July 1,1800 | Simon B. Stonerook, Jr.. .| Henry.
July 1, 1806 | Alsina M. Andrews.... . A
July 1, 1508 B. Dallas.
July 1, 15806 ﬂ Moserip Cowan
July 1, 18006 A. Weinschenk......... .| Jackson.

1597,) SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 86
STATE cmmc.\'rm--c?urm

—

DATE OF \

TO WHOM ISSUED.
CERTIVICATE. |

Zblj\ | Nellia Andnrﬂon 3 3
‘}:ﬁ; ii 1596 | Bdish Ballow.... e Story

Benton.

5960 | Myrile M. Banson | )
July 11506 | Macy K. ¥, Blackioar........-| Mitehell
Joly 1,1800 | Belld Boyd....oooeeraresees s B
July 1,1506 | John William Boyle........oex .
July 1,180 Bolalin G. Bradway.....oooeeee Bmkmnl"k-
July 1,180 | [dells Chapmin Brittain. .. .... -
July 1,180 | Bdwin Oscar Bronson .. ...« ¢
Jaly 1,1808 O.Beuluhﬂnrrlu..,.,.“.,.._.nm
July 1, 1896 | Myrtie D. Ohlok. .. ovaeneran Cheroint %
July 1, 1608 Anna L CIaEk, . ooovennrersesly ;
Jaly 1, 1896 | Maude V Clarke...... m]npu'
July 1, 1896 | Berien M. Cobbssasinssnress 84 erokee,
July 1, 1598 | John B Oraney.....-. Gmmnd;.
July 1, 1866 | Berths M. Orary.....ecovsees g
July 1, 1808 Charlotte M. Davis,..... B(]lly .
July 1, 1896 | Harr, A Frise...cocoooeas Omn.
July 1, 1800 Mionle Gardner. ... ...ocooore | 4
July 1, 18968 Lauln Almirs Gates. . ..coooe0ee 1' lew-
July 1, 1506 lhrl?l L. Gllohrist, .. .. .cooans-
July 1, 1896 | Mar

Belle Gregg
1, 1896 | Mrs. o
fl% 1, 1898 |Ids Hemmons. .. ...
July 1, 1808 8. Stons Hansen.

Corlnna
:{ﬁ 1, 1860 | Nettle M. E:mnll
Jaly -

aly 1, 1896 | George W. Hursey.

July
'.)lug 1, 1806 | Myrtie Jumison.. .. lﬁonln.

Y 1806 | Lillo Juhnson. .. .c.cc.coo o BIGBOE o
gul: 1, 1896 Edith Knickerbockor. .. | Black HEweh
J:Jl; 1, 1898 | Knute N. Kuoudsen. Ay s2d s Blmkmﬁlwk.
July Bmma Lambert. b
J © [}

July
July
Sy
July
July
e
July
July
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STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED.
P TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
July 1, 1806 | Mary Louise Muhs.. .........| Clinton.
July 1, 1896 | Carolive N, Otls. ..............| Boone.
July 1, 1866 | Leora C. Parker..............,| Buchanan.
July 1, 1806 | Danisl R. Parkins.............| Pottawat'mie.
July 1, 1506 | Thaddeus Minton Prall.. .. ... Montgomery.
July 1, 1896 | Bamuel Quigley................ Mahnska.
July 1, 1806 | Edward E. AR S B Bioux.
July 1, 1806 | Artie Rath Roberts..... ...... Union.
July 1, 1808 | James C. Sanders...... .| Black Hawlz.
July 1, 1506 | Harry H. Savage.......... ... Dickinson.
Jaly 1, 1806 | Erwin Bchenk................. Black Hawl.
July 1, 1608 | Katherine Schwertley.......... Harrison.
July 1, 16896 | Jennie W, Sheean..,........... Jones.
July 1, 1806 | Alice M. Shoemaker..........,
July 1, 1808 H Bl o550 08 s Jones.
July 1, 1808 | Stella M. Speke................ Benton.
July 1, 1808 e A Polk.
July 1, 1508 | Harry Sherman Stein.......... Lee.
Jaly 1, 1800 | James William Stockman...... Keolkuk.
July 1, 1886 | Melvin R. Timmermaan... ......| Franklin.
July 1, 18068 | Helen Ada Tyler .| Pottawnt'mie,
July 1, 1808 | Bert B. Wels; Story.
July 1, 1806 | Alice J. White................. Clay,
July 1, 1808 is Whited.................. ‘Wr%‘ht.
July 1, 1808 | Ida Balle Worster.. ............ Dallas.
July 1, 1896 | Anna M. Young.,.............. Jackson,
July 11,1806 | Emma C. Y alst.......... Buana Vista.
July 1, 1666 | Walter G. Burris,....... . ,..,. Montgomery.
July 1, 1866 | Busie A. Hemenway............ Mitohell.
July 1, 1806 | Alma E. Gray. - .« ..| Allamakes.
T 1, 1806 Jo B s e Ty v -4+ Marion,
.| Linn.
Bremer.
Linn,
.| Harrison
gum Vista.
loyd.
iy
Des Moines.
Des Moines.
Moines.
Des Moines.
Des Moines.
Des Moines.

1897.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 87
STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED,
cgn“:&';‘ TO WHOM I1SSUED, COUNTY.
July 1, 1896 | Nettie A. C. Holmquist........ Des Molnes.
July 11,1508 | Esther Jacobs.................| Des Moines.
July 1, 1808 | Nellie Grant Kant.. ... ........| Dos Molnes.
July 1, 1896 | Harriet Loane..................| Des Moines.
July 1, 1806 | Charles Edward Lauder. ... .... Des Molnes.
July 1, 1508 | Mollie Leebrick................| Des Moines.
July 1, 1896 | Marion 8. Lindsay............. Dos Moines.
July 1, 1508 MoLand.. .. ... ouvinia Molnes,

July 1, 1896 | Agnes Liviogston Nalro
July 1, 1890 | Cora o Poor. .. ........| Des Moines.
July 1, 1686 | Anna R: M
July 1, 1886 | Mary E. roder..............| Des Moines.
July 1, 1896 | Louise M. Sohwerin.... .. ......| Des Moines.
July 1,1808 |S. O. Thomas............. ....| Des Molnes.
July 1, 1808 | Theresa Tiedemann............| Dos Moines,
July 1, 1808 | Lillle L. Winser............ Des Moines,
July 1, 1890 | Paula B. Winger..,........,...| Des Moines.
July 1, 1598 | CallieArnold..................| Jackso;n
July 1, 1808 | Ella Clayton. ..................| Davis -
July 1, 1806 | Merton Eber Crosler........... }'ottnwltmlo.
Davil
.. .| Mahaska.
.| Audubon.
Marion.
Beott.
| Neffe
Tows.
.| Palo Alto.
.| Keokuk.
.| Mndison.
.| Polk.
.| Carroll.
Eolk.
enry.
Johnson,
Johnson.
Linn
Calhoun.
Buchaann,
Lue,
.mmm'.
‘Woodbury.
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STATE CERTIFICATES—CoNTINUED,

DATE OF
CERTIFICATE.

July 1, 1866

July 1, 1856

Aug. 1, 1806
Aug. 1, 1806
Aug. 1, 1896
Aug. 1, 1898
Aug. 1, 1808
Aug. 1, 1806
Aug. 1, 16806
Aug. 1, 1808
Aug. 1, 15806

TO WHOM ISSUED, COUNTY,

Ellen M. Austin, .
Irwin N. Beard ..., . 3
Frances Maria Wallace ..
J. W. Countermine ..,.. . .
William A. Deming
Edward Hultsch, ..., ...... .
Elh‘ﬂ“l!t‘. Bl i
aggie Rogers.....,......

KIS B Tk
Ella C. Truman . ,
James E. Forsyth.... . """
Mrs, Mandelia Harsin .

garet King, ..., .

Ethal I'BhRundall.-.
mma L e S R
uE.G&I Boon

Franklin E. Willard .. .. |

enry Blakely ,.......
Ella B i

i e SO
William C. Farmer ..

Willlam J. Fiint. ...
Ella Weed French. ..

..........

1897.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 50

STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED.

DATE OF
CERTIFICATE. TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
Jan. 1, 1807 | Elmer Byron Rossiter........., Koolkulk.
Jan. 1, 1597 | M Ml.rglm Scheil uthrie.
Jan. 1, 1807 | C. Colfax Smith, .............. air,
Jan. 1, 1897 ward Murray Smith. ........ Mndison.
Jan. 1,1807 | Z C. Thornburg............... Polie.
Jan. 1, 1807 | Willinm P, Wortman..... Greene.
Jan. 1, 1897 | Rose Henderson..,............| Cass.
Jan. 1, 1807 | Claude Dalestine Walrod. .. .... Webster.
Jan. 1, 1807 | May E. Halgliare ...... TEh b Henry.
Jan. 1 rs. Laura M. BN h o 5 00 00
Jan. 1, 1807 | Charles Russell Martin .. .. ....| Butler,
Jan. 1, 1887 | Alvin E. Reynolds. ............ Keokuk.
Jan. 1, 1897 | Minnie M. Banker.............| Cherokee.

Jan. 1, 1897 | Josie L. Bunce................

Jan. 1, 1897 | Robert T. Crawford............| Buchanan
Jan. 1, 1807 | Catharine Olivia De Wiit. .. ... | Hardin.
Jan. 1, 1897 | Hattie B, Higley .............. | Wayne,
Jan. 1, 1807 | Nellie 5. Howard..............| Howard
Jan. 1, 1807 | Aona M. Bioger. ..., .......... Heory.
Jan. 1, 1807 | Effie Gertrude Burl. .| Polk.

Jan, 1, 1607 | Mionie Adell Howe
Cordelis Kyle, .

Jau. 1, 1807 | Olive MoHen .| Polk.
Jan. 1, 1807 | Wesley N. Clifford Polk.
Jan. 1,1897 | A. L. Lyon.......

Jan. 1, 1807 | Henry Heatol........cciveonss
Jan. 1, 1507 | Lilllan V. Lambert., . .........
Jan. G5, 1807 | Adam Plokett. .. ..ooovivveivis
Lizalo RB. Wallnoo. ... .vveiices

B, 1807 | Amos Huffman

Jupe 28, 18697 Bix
J:m £3, 1807 mhl.ﬁmﬁmmm_....‘l
June 22, 1507 | Mae Calderwood.

Beott.
o e .| Black Hawk.
ohnson.
.......... vosel Tama,
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BTATE CERTI!’IC.\T‘S——%W!&
DATE oF
IFICATE. TO WHOM ISSUED, COUNTY
June 29, 1897 Morris Wri Coopa uena
June 22, 1867 | William 7, ?:k Ty Ve gy iste

June 22, 1897 Finette Ferris
June 22, 1897 | Walter Guthridge,
June 22, 1897 | J. Bdward J

July 1, 1897
July 1, 1807 e d
J‘l‘l’ I, 1897 | Charlas ¥ Gosrtrme v s
July 1, 1807
July 1, 1897
Jﬂ: 1, 1807 | Calia M. Baly T Dr-rssereerania,
July 1, 1897
J‘I’ 1, 1897 | Chiarlas Fenrrs g sl ttes ree
July 1, 1897
July 1, 1897
July 1, 1807
L
July 1, 1807 |
July 1, 1807
; 1, 1897

157.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 61
STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED.

PR A TO WHOM 1SSUED, COUNTY.

July 1, 1897 | M. Louisa Cratry. .......c00nzuss Grundy.

Jﬂ; 1, 1807 | Alico Bertha O et Butler.

July 1, 1807 | Grace Emily Curtis............| Butlar,

July 1, 1807 | Flora Ethel Davis..............| Clayton,

July 1, 1807 | Calvin Stewart Dodds.......... Louisa.

July 1, 1807 | Lydia B. Eokhard.. .. ..........| Black Hawk.

July 1, 1897 | Bertha Josephine Ed

July 1, 1807 | Minnle Aristine Edwards. , .| Black Hawk.
July 1, 17 | Edith M. BEighmey........ .| Black Ha
July 1, 1807 | Frank Emery Fowlie.. .| Cedar.

July 1, 1897 | Alice Fullerton................ Floyd.

July 1, 1897 | Hattle Ann Garrison....... ‘o oo| JoOnBSs,

July 1, 1897 | Ida Gillaaple...... ST .| Monroa,
July 1, 1507 | Annie O, Goodale, , ............| Butler.

Jaly 1, 1897 | Mary A. Gordon..........., ..| Poweshiok.
Jaly 1, 1507 | Joseph W. Graham ....,....... Cedar.

July 1, 1507 | Harriet D, Haworth.. .| Marshall
July 1, 1897 | Harry W, Heath. .. .| Benton.
July 1, 1897 | Elizabeth W. Heaton. .| Jeffarson.
July 1, 1897 | Louise Heidenroich. . Keokuk.
July 1, 1697 | Cora Myrtle Henness +«+| Mahaska.
July 1, 1807 | Clara H. Hieber............... Binck Hawk.
July 1, 1807 | Mary K. Hobbs. . .. .0oivvuninns Calhoun,
July 1, 1807 | Jessie Alberts Hoffman.. .,.... Black Hawk.
July 1, 1507 | Mary Hollen .................. Adair,

July 1, 1807 | Hannah Lois Houghton.. .. .. ..| Benton.
July 1, 1567 | Emma Florence Huffman. .. .. .. Dallas.

July 1, 1807 | Mary M. Hughes. ... . ..| Washington.
July 1, 1897 | Carrie E, Johnson.. .. Pottawai'mie.

July 1, 1897 | Josephine E. Johnson
July 1, 1807 Mag L. Kennedy. ...

uly Jo M Eleby ...ovones .- +| Butler.
July 1, 1897 | Margaret L. Klinefelter . .. ....| Worth.

July 1, 1807 | Charles W."Larkin ............ Henry.

July 1, 1807 |N. M. Leonard........co000ne Dallas,

July 1,1807 |Jesslo F. Lins......c0 vvenvuues Jackson.
July 1, 1867 | Elizabeth E. McDowell ........ Black Hawl.
July 1, 1897 | Cilens G. Marcer.............. Pocahontas.
July 1, 1807 | Hobert H. Minkel, .. .. .| Black Hawlk.
July 1, 15897 | Berta Mitchell ...... .| O'Brien.
July 1, 1807 | Chase E. Mulinex . j m
July 11,1867 | E C. Nelson...,.. !

July FEvelyn Irene Newton .| Benton,
July Nora g’.ﬂ U AR Wayne.
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DATE OF GTATE CERTIFICATES—CONTIN
CERTIFICATE. TO WHOM ISSUED. - =
- COUNTY. DATE OF " Wi
J:}x 1, 1897 | Ethel L. Osler. CERTIFICATE. OM 1SSUED. COUNTY.
July 1. 1807 | Allon Peern 11111 Pottawat'mie. T [T
oy 1, 1807 e Ay vt LR AGKL Wa July 1, 1697 Ward.coonemrrenvasins Sioux.
galy A 180 e ittt S o A a0 7 W July 1, 1807 Abby Boals.. .. ...oioeeiiiaine Cerro Gordo.
July 1, 1697 | Otis Randall ... . July 1, 1507 | Anna Lalcr Burdick. ... .| Hardin.
Jul’ 1807 | Mbimie DI Rosa .. Lol July 1, 1807 Margaret W. Cooper. . ... .+ Johnson.
July 1, 1807 | William e oo Woodbary, July 1, 1897 | R. B. Crone s b L )
3 “J!' %. 1897 | Earl B. Rogers. W s e Carroll. Tuly 1. 1807 [ Mand Gray.......oocooocieie
Ju,t’ b }[-m Lou L. Romey . bow .| Mitchell. July 1, 1897 | Etta Maris Hunter Johnson
July L 897 | Nellie M. Scott .| Osceola. July 1, 1807 Elisabeth D. Jones
July 5, 1897 | Carl J. Shafter. .| Keokuk. July 1, 1507 Charles J. Lymeh . o.ooeonevaee Beuton.
Jﬂy 1, 1897 | Fannie Shaffer .| Appanoose. July 1, 1807 John MolSsner ... cooccovianes Mahuskn.
Jﬂ, 1, 1897 | Pearl M, Shaffor JA July 1, 1807 Clomentine C. OO, ... cvvvvs Johnson.
Jﬂy » 1897 | Gertrude 8 i ngsm'““' July 1, 1507 | Theresa Elizabeth Peet. ... ... .| Jones.
g y 1, 1807 M‘hnﬂﬂﬂihﬁnmadlmr .| Linn. July 1,1807 [R. G BB, .5 uai snss s o JOUNOOR.
Joly: 11807’ Wilkiack Hymiien :| Cheroies. Juy 3 807 | Judson W. Reynolds. .......-| Mihaska.
¥ 1, 1807 | Rosa REdit .| Wayne. July 1, 1807 Roselle Fayeite Slifl.. ... Linn.
ey 1, 1897 Y. Btsir .| Bk Hawk. July 1, 1807 Samuel K, Stevenson ... | Johnson.
.‘.lg]’ 1, 1807 | M E Wae i | Grunay. July 1, 1507 I D ABMS ... coanenrs .| Grundy.
.]'u]y 11807 |Ida A. W “hhols '| Chicknsaw. July 1, 1807 | 8. Charles Dickioson . . . .| Marshall
L | o oldy. .| Toma. July 1. 1897 | Henry A. rd. .. | Sory.
Jn],. 1, 1897 | Nellie B. Weld ¥ .| Mahaska. July 1, 1807 Joshun Jester, Jr. ...| Warren.
;‘“’ 1 1807 | Jeaste Marie Wiitern. *| Mk July 1, 1807 Minnie B. Kivg... .. | Jasper.
J.ﬂ, 1, 1897 e B Wiloo n. .| Osesola. July 1, 1807 Marilis Meacham . . ,.| Washington.
J‘m’ 1, 1807 F'] :‘Bdmwm e .| Winneshiek. July 1,1807 Homer R. Miller . .. ..| Jasper.
uly 1, 1897 | Lona M Wmiu July 1, 1807 | Mary A. Morrisse Bh&l‘:;
July 1, 1807 | Margaret Ygg : Liyon. 1y mual W. Myers. g £
July 1. 1897 | Fl oy o Gruody. July 1,1807 | Bmily A. Reave.. Franklin,
T 100y | BA B, ‘| Dt Jaly 11807 | Edward W. Richards........ - Wright
e L i Ryt o |y 3ot J 1’ 1807 | Nellio Richards........ ... Clar
| Jaly 1, 1897 | Harvey A. Wel 7 { Gm July 1, 1697 | Aona E. Sackett .. . Madison.
L ] e Wiillame, . | Blaok Haw Ny o 1507 g;::maulﬁsog:{lm | Wayne.
4 < : 1 L BUbOn. .o n s
§$ Amczn ! Hawk. i‘ﬂ'} % % %l.":i‘%"‘ der Plo Marion,
3 ) ' an Y. . i Kossuth.
July LAY | Jomio M. Pl o] e se: July 1,165 | Barclay Cury Winklow. .. .. Marshall.
July 11897 | A, Laurs H. g-dh ing. ‘| Floyd. uly 1 1807 | John K. Witmer. .. .....occoove Jasper.
July 1. 1897 | John A umphries . - Vista July 1, 1897 Cornells KIRas .. ..ooveuvianes Washington
July 11897 ndrew : B“mm July 1, 1807 Herbort Olark Waddle......... PBenton.
Taly 1, 1607 o.ophJ m& ________________ wD”‘. 0 July 11897 | Fred Ervin King- .- -- A‘vpptm
July 11897 wm E s srn s Tyt ig 1, 1897 | Lincoln Horace 8. .. .| Woodbury.
e SRR B b N Linn. Jul . 1007 m‘ds‘mm'”'“ | Feskaon
July 1, 1807 | Homer AT Lo e Ty 80, 1 § Beva.. | Batiaes
July 13607 | 3R Jamison .. ... Keoluk JuY %0, 1507 | 3. Anos Brabbaw. ‘| Bnetby
uly 1, 1897 | J - e 3 7 . P T TR halby
oA T e TR e e uly 80, Alice Bradriek....ooorocerrene A
, 1897 | Archie Edward Rigby ... Linn. July 80, 1867 Jennie E. Pollock.. .. .ccovaeses >
+vv+.| Delaware. uly B0, 1807 Luelln ROgOrs, .. ...co.vs st ..+ Harrison.




64 REPORT OF THE 2A
STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED.

DATE OF :
AT . TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
July 80, 1897 | Clarence MeCracken........... Cedar.
July 80,1897 |J. F. Holiday .................| Wayne.
July 80, 1897 | Viola Helen Schell............. Poweshiek.
July 80, 1807 | Nettie A. Kepler .............. Black Hawlk
July 80, 1807 | B. J. Horchem ................| Dubuque.
July 81, 1897 | James Brakefield Young.......| Tama.
July 81, 1897 | Faonie O. Ames. .........c.00e Mills.
July 81, 1897 | Amanda Florence Ballard...... Harrison.
July 81, 1897 | Carrie E. Carrick.............. Madison
July 81, 1897 | Ernestine Houston............. Mills.
July 81, 1897 | Jeremiah Morrissey ........... Marshall
July 81, 1897 | Dora Hansen Bhion............ Benton.
July 31, 1897 | Henry Eugene Slattery....... Btory.
July 81, 18687 | Orion O. Vogenita............. Warth.
Sept. 1, 1897 | Leroy C. Bowers.............. Kossuth.
Sept. 1, 1897 | Albert Stewart Fulton. .. .. ... | Humboldt.
Sept. 1, 1807 W.HOKT. .. ic0sen
Sept. 1, 1807 | Henrietta Kelly ... ...cvveevees Palo Alto.
Sept. 1, 1897 | Leonard L. Lighteap.......... Dubugque.
Sept. 1, 1897 | Julia M. Liynch. .| Dubuque.
Sept. 1, 1897 |Paul M. Ray........ooo0vueees Mitehall.
Sept. 1, 1807 | Mary C. R Ry =MiamE Beott.
Sept. 1, 1807 | Guy Savage. . =
Sept. 1, 1807 | Barnard W. Schulte........... Dubugue.
Sept. 20, 1807 | F! Henry Bl Fayette.

STATE DIPLOMAS.
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STATE DIPLOMAS—-CONTINUED.

DATE OF ;
CRRTTCIATE TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
Jan. 1, 1808 | Henry Hurd Roberts........... Seott.

Jun. 1, 1808 | James Ephraim Willismson.. . .| Jefferson.
July 1, 1808 | *Horatlo Bryant Liser......... Black Hawk.
July 1, 1896 | *Minnie May Moore ....... ...| Floyd.
July 1, 1806 | *T. Burton Morris. ............ Linn.
July 1, 1505 | *Paul Peterson................ Shelby.
July 1, 1806 | Willinm Alfred Crusisberry....| Polk.
Jaly 1, 1898 | Elisa George..................| Polk
July 1, 1808 | *Nathaviel Spencer............ Crawford.
July 1, 1886 | *Anna O. Temple...... .......|lowa.
July 1, 1896 | Hal H. Monlux................ Js:zer.
July 1, 1898 | *John Allen Beard ............ Madison.

1, 1896 | *Esther D. Hunt.............. Mahaska.

July 1, 1896 | *Herbert G Lamson........... Cass.

an. 1, 1897 | Charles C. Dudley............- Juekson.
Jan. 1, 1897 | *John N. Hamilton ............ Sac.
Jan. 1, 1897 | *Frank Homer Slagle. ... ...... Clayton,
Jan. 1, 1897 | Walter Crosby Van Ness. ......| Crawford
Jun. 1, 1897 | *Peter Burnett Woods. .. .. .. ..| Marion.
July 1, 1897 | *Louisa A. Franklin........... M
July 1, 1897 | *Charles Alexander Fullerton.. Fi
July 1, 1887 | *J. Percival Huggett .......... Butler
July 1,1807 |*A L. Liyon. ....ccuoiivuionnes Dallas.
J 1, 1897 | *Olive MeHenry. ..o cvuenenes Polk.
July 1, 1807 | *Cyrus Herbert Morrili........ Lee,
July 1, 1897 | *William El1 Do Rammel . ...... Polk.
July 81, 1867 | *Daniel Swindler.............. Washington.

*Held stabe cardfoate in lowa.
TEXT-BOOKS.

The house of representatives st the extra session of the
Twenty-sixth General Assembly, passed a resolution requesting
the superintendent of public instruction to report upon the
subjeet of the supply of text-books for use in the public schools
of the state. As amended the resolution reads as follows:

WHEREAS, The people of tha state of lowa have, for many years, heen

led to pay unr

bly high, and often extortionate, prices for the

text-books necessary 1o educate their children Lo the public schools of the
commonwealth, sad,
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uEREAs, The publishers of texi-books have continued to charge the
hlgrpﬂou fshatand the busl and ind il:‘h.m:tm:l,lh-“
h and prolonged depression, prices com-
mﬁ:‘:ﬂ:;:d 1mu:;':?hbor and the prices paid for labor being now
groatly redueed below the normal rale; therelore, be It
Resolved, That the superintendent of publle Instruction be directed to
give this matter his most carelul sttention, and investigate the varlous
hods of obtaloing and furnishi _wrpuhlhmhudlwiﬂimt-h:;:lud‘
, snd to to the T ty h G 1A bly moa
;:;ss:.::hl-: qlh:pl?:: supplylng the poople of Iows with sultable text-
books st the lowest possible cost price to the taxpayers. And also to
sooure from not less than three reputable sod responsible publishing houses,
which sre not in any way engaged in the publication or sale of school
books, estimates showing the cost of the material, press work, and binding,
per volume, of each of the various kinds of text-books necessarily used ln
the publlo schools of the state, such estimstes Lo be based upon books slmi-
Iar in slze and quality of workmanship to those now ln general use, fur-
nlshed In lots of not less than 10,000 of each kind st  time, from clectro
plates provided by the state. = o
It has been found im to comply with atter
part of this resolution, which directs the superintendent of
public instruction to obtain from three responsible houses not
engaged in the sale or manufscture of school books estimates
showing cost of material, press work, per volume, ete. Had a
reasonable appropriation accompanied the resolution it would
have given me pleasure to comply with its requirements, as the
information thus obtained would be valuable in settling some
disputed points. No reputable or responsible firm, however,
not engaged in the sale or manufacture of text-books, would
undertake such an extensive and careful investigation as would
be necessary in order to make the results of auy value, without
a reasonable compensation. So many items enter into the com-
pilation and manufacture of text-books, each of which has a
direct bearing upon the ultimate price at which books can be
sold to pupils at cost, that none but & careful expert can ﬁ
such estimates as would be & safe guide in considering

1 have endeavored to comply with the original resolution i.n
its spirit as well as in its letter. If the people of lowa are pay
ing extortionate for school books, or if other states are
obtaining those of equal grade in all respects for less than we
are, it is a wrong which ought to be remedied at once.

In order that this matter may be placed before you fairly,
‘and without prejudice, I have made o brief summary of the
1aws in each of several states, and have appended to each the
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prices st which boolks are sold to the pupils in the public schools.
I have also copied from the reports made to this ofice by the
county superintendents the prices at which books are sold
under the lowa law for county uniformity. For this purpose I
hiave solected five fairly representative counties. There are
also added, for publie Information, the prices at which books
are sold in certaln towns snd cities. In making selections of
towns and cities, as well as of counties, reference has boen had
sololy to difference of location, population, and charactar of
the schools. In every case the prices published are those fur-
nished this department by school suthorities,

MISSOURI TEXT-BOOK LAW.

: | L Tha {nslon ls Atutod ne foll The state audisor,
thé attornoy-goceral, the superintendent of pabllo instrootion, the presl-
duot of the state narmal school, and one practical public sehool teacher to
Be nppolnted by tbe governor, They oaoh rovsive five dollars por day and
sctunl travellng expanses for the time la sesslon, not to axvoed thirty days.

Bec. 3. The commission Is directed, | dintely ization, o
ndvertiso for the lowost and bost bida for standard sohool texi-books to be
ased for a porlod of five years; each bid must e sccom panied with s smple
copy and & deposit of five hundred dollars 10 cover cost and damages for
fullure to comply with terma of contract.

SEC 5. 1f say bid Is sabisfactory the commisslon shall select the choap-
&3 and best course of text-books, laking loto conslderstion the quality of
matorial, llusirations, binding, and all thiogs entoring into the publieation
of & desirablo sobiool text-book.

R 6. The commisslon shall require ail publishers to spocily and
guaranton three prices, first, the contract price] second, the retall price,
which shall not be more thao fiftean per cont above the contraol price; and
hird, the mailing price: and upon what tarms, for the purpose of introduc-
tlon, they will exohange other books offered Tor use, for thoss Gow In sctusl
s, Tho law also provides upon what terms pupils about 1o bo promoted
may sxchange ihelr books for those of the next higher grade. The com-
mission shall then, with the ald of the sttorney-general, enter lnto &
soatrack lu the name of the state of Missourl for a perlod of five years with
say house whose bid hes been mcospled, cleacly setting out the terms of
agrecment na noted above. The publishers must onter into & bond of ten
thousand dollurs for the falthful performance of the sontraot.

Bmc 8 The commission may empioy one clerk a4 & salury of $3.00a day,

Buc 11, After the first day of Septembor, 1897, no other text-books
oxooph thos contracted for by sald commission shall be sold for use in any
of the publio schools, and after the first day of September, 1898, no other
text-hooks shall bo used.

HKo, 12, Any sohool direstor or hoard of school directors violating this

act shall ba & d gullty of a misd and b lisble 1o & floe of
oot lom than five nor more than iwenty-five dollare for esch offense,
Nobhlng lo this sot, b the employ of other books,

m«ummu:n;wm.
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th rpose of carrylng out the provisions of this act the
ﬂ::&“m :l:\l Is appropristed out of the general fund of the
atate.

MISSOURL
TEXT-BOOKS. EETAIL PRICE
White's Oral Arithmetio. cceceae ceecusmsinemmscennemmnsnm® &
Milas's E ¥ Arithmeti -
Milne's Standard Arithmetlo......c..c.o.
Rand-McNally Elomentary Geography..
Rand-MeNally Complete Geography....
Patrick’s Lessons in Grammar. .......
Morrls' Elementary History ..... ‘
Shinn's Amerlcan People. ...........- —
De Garmo First Book In Langunge....cooee... -
De Garmo d Book In L —
Vertioal Writing (oatural system).....eeeeeaeas
Baldwin's Essential Lossons in Physlology..........
New Fraoklln Primer and First Reader Combined ..

New Franklin Fourth Reader.....- e

New Franklin Pifth Reader. .caervecrninimrmmccacnencns
Taylos's Primer
Baver's Progrossive Speller.. .. ..cevmvneesinreosoncanas

THE CALIFORNIA TEXT-BOOK LAW.

California furnishes us the only example we have of state
publication of school books. Under the law as adopted in 1585,
the sum of $20,000 was appropriated for the purpose of com-
piling s series of text-books for the common schools. An
additional sum of §150,000 was set aside for the pnrpou.ot
establishing a plant, purchasing of material, and mmnt;:;
uhﬂu.Inmwuwﬁwmusmzstgimmmtqmmmh
gwmwmyﬁwﬂmahmmwderwm:
on the work and provide suitable bools. The state of course
owns the copyrights and the plants for binding and printing.
Californis, sccording to figures complled by the secretary of
state, has appropristed $405,000 in all for printing text-books.
There seem to be other items not included in the sum amount-
ing to #78,609. Vr;nmhdthlulngamwmmmmg
to tho treasury from the sale of boolks. The theory of
Mmthmuhﬁmowwmmm
sales of books would pay for themselves and also for the plant.
As pgainst this theory are the facts that the books, as all
school books must, need frequent revision, that the plant will

LeeEkbhEhakbkakibsbbE
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wear out, and that the number sold does not reach the estimate.
The following is the official list of books made by the state and
the prices at which they are furnished poplls. Itis very easy
to determine whothor there s any economy in state publication.

CALIFORNIA.

TEXT-BOOHS.
Rovised First Roader.............oe... L]

Revisod Second Header.
Ravised Third Resder... ...
Revised Fourth Header.
Bpellar......oooiuinae....
Primary Number Lessous..
Advanced Arishmetie......
Lessons in Langusgo.......
Revisod English Grammar.
0. 8. History..........
Geograpby. .

Eoglish Orammar (old editlon)... . ...

INDIANA TEXT-BOOK LAW.

ho stato bourd of education constitutes the board of com-
lant for making & seloction or procuring the compilation of books for
s In the comnon schools. Hald board shall ad vertiso for twenty-ono oon-
#ecutive days in two dally papoers [n Indisus, sed one in New York, Phila-
delpkia, Clocionati, Chicago, and St. Louls Plret, for sealed proposals
Mmﬂhh«tﬂm&wlm-mumwuﬂmmm
will bo fornished. Second, from suthors who have manuscripts of books
not published, for price at which they will soll the same with & copyrightof
such book. nhd.hu-mwhom-mh(hndmmwﬂr
tion of books ss provided for In this not, Provided that all bids must be
scoompanicd by a bond In the sum of ity thousand dollars and provided
furthor that bide shall be sccompanied by an afidavit of the bidder that he
s not 4 with say sch horeby ihe honefits of competitlon are
denled to the people of the state.

SEc. 4. The board st the time of meeting shall open all bids sad Whall
maks u thorough [nvestigation and sscortain under whish of winld proposals
lﬁwhﬂ-mhlummtmﬂewmmulhlmlm

idering the size, quallty and matter. The prico st whioh eaoh book
Mlbmnhhdmﬂnlhwmnpcblhhdhlhhm

Seo. 5 Helstes to the procuring of manuscripts,

8EC. 6. The state 1s not hald lable 1o any contractors but all wach son-
traciors shall be pald from the prooeeds of ihe sals of books.

The remaining sections of the law, which is quite lengthy,
mbhmdmmmhouth-mmmm
to be paid for handling the books, reports to be made, and

BoTION 1, T
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bonds to be given. One thousand dollars is appropriated out
of the general fund in the state treasury to pay the expenses of
the commission. The name and price of the book shall appear
plainly upon the cover.

1 quote a sentence from a letter from a private correspond.
ent in Indiana, who is in a position to render his judgment
valuable:

There is another side to this question which you should met overlook.
All of the school officers of the state, except the superintendent of publio
instruction, are paid salaries from local funds for looking alter ihe books.
This adds quite & good deal to the expense of the books during the fve
years' contract.

INDIANA.
TEXT-BOOKS. RETAIL PRICE.

First Head e e L S SRR |
- A6

25

.80

A0

a5

Ab

.30

L5

A0

30

.60

20

Compl 40
Copy Books, ool . .ccomevioinnnmannns 06
Practical Lessons In the uso of Eogllah. ..o oe.oee 26
Practical English G - I
M y's American History B

OHIO TEXT-BOOK LAW.

SEcTION 1. memhﬁMhﬁlhrmhm
shall file in the office of the siate Lsal of hools & copy
of sach book with the published list of the wholssale price thereol. A
commlssion, isting of the g s the tary of state, and the state
commissioner of common schools, shall fix the maximum price at which
suoh books may be sold to or by boards of education, which
maximum prics shall not execed 16 per cent of the published list wholesale
pricothercol. If the publisher shall notily the commlissioner that he
accopts the price 60 fixed such written acceptance shall eotitle him o offer
books for salo to-sald boards of education for use under the terma of thisaot.
BEc. 3. It ls not lnwlul for sny board of education fo adopt or canse to
wsed in the common schools mny book whose publishers have not com-
the provislons of this sct.
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Sec. 4. 1f any publisher falls or refuses to furnish such books, having
agroed 1o do the same, he shall be liabie 10 & Bno of $500.

Each board of education shall determine, by a majority vote
of all members elect, which of said books so filed shall be used
in the schools under its I But po text-book onee adopted
shall be changed within a term of five years from its
Each board has power to make necessary provisions and
arrangements to place the books within easy reach of the pupils;
10 per cent may be added to the cost price to pay for handling
the books. Under this law the board pays for all the books and
the proceeds of the sale of the books are repald into the con-
tingent fund. This law also provides for free text-books if the
eleators so direct,

Thirty-elght leading companies have complied with the pro-
visions of the law and are selling their books to the schools in
Ohio.  As far as | can ascertain they are selling their books st
the same prices at which they are furnishing them to schoals in
Iows under county or district contract.

EANSAS TEXT-BOOK LAW.

8o L The text-book commission conslsta of elght members to be
appointed by the governor by and with the cousent of the seoate, not more
thas thros of whom shall be selocted from any one political parly. Thay
reouive we compensation the sum of five dollars & day and sctual expenses
in golog to and returnlng from any ing. The state super Jent of
publle lnstruction ta chal of the lsslon with the right 10 vote
apon any sad all propositions.

Seo. B The text-book lsalon ls emp d and authorized to
soloot and adopt & uniform series of toxt-books for use in the publio sehools
of the state of Kansas,

Bwc. 10. The wsuperd dent of publie Is suthorieed to
advortise in the offclal state paper lor four conmecative wenks for bids and
proposals

Bre. 11 Any person or company deslring to make bids as provided in
thils sot sball submit them o writlng with & certified check for 81,000 10 be
forfelted 1o the state In case such party fails o enter lnto bood and make
the contract If awarded to him.

Spa. 12 All blds mod proposals must be on the following matters:

First.—From the publishers of school text-books for furnishing for use
in the public schools of Ksnsss for & term of five yenrs, oach bid 1o state
the price at which each book Is to be furnished.

Second.—From any suthors of school books who have msnuserlipta not
published, for the price st which they will sell their manusoript.

Third—From persons who are willlog to undertake the compilation of
books, the prices st which they are willing to undertake such work. Al
bids by publishors must be paniod by & bond In the sum of $50,000 lor
the lalthifol performance of the contract. The bidder is required 10 make
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an afdarit to the effect that he is In no way connected with aoy other firm
and ihat be is not & party to any contract or scheme whereby the benefits
of competition are denled to the people of the state.

SEC. 15. All books shall be st a price not above or In excess of the
price named in the law, which price includes all costs and charges for
packing, transporistion, and delivery to the proper place, It also provides
for exchanging the books now in use for new at not more than 50 per
cent of the maximum price fixed by the provisions of the law.

SEo. 17. The state is not held liable to any contractors for any sum of
money, but sll such contractors shall receive pay from the proceeds of the
sale of the book or books.

SEC. 19, The company having contrscted for furnishing text-books
shall arrange with one dealer at the county seatin each county for handling
sald books. Buch dealer is sllowsd to charge the people of the state a
commission not exceeding 10 pec cent onthe contract price. The remainder
of the sct provides means for ordering the books direct from the school
publishers for any city of the first or second class, through the county
superintendent, It also provides penalties for the violati of contract, the
term of duratlon of contract, which is not to be less than flve years, and
penalties for violating the met. Twenty-five hundred dolisrs is appropristed
for the purpose of paying mileage snd per diem of the commission and the
expenses of the same. The further sum of 210,000 {s appropristed for the
purck of such ipts as are provided for o this act.

The Kansas law has not been in operation long enough to

judge of its effects upon the schools. In many respects it
resembles the law of Indiana after which it is evidently modeled.

KANSAS.

TEXT-BOOKS. RETAIL PRICE
Student's Speller i i v e i W
Btudent's Firet R S PR SE S |
Studant's S d Reader...... A8
Btudent’s Third Read B
Excelsior Fourth Reader. o

1slor Fifth Read .
Tilloteon's El tary Grammar. 22
Hoenshel's Compl i A
- Rand-MeNally's T d 'y graphy-.-- 93
‘Rand-McNally's G School Geograph B2
Tarr's Physical Geograpt sowe, B
‘Wright's Civil G =S
Beymour's Mental Arithmetle 22
New Model El Arithmeti L |
New Model Ad d Arithmet s 08
Collin’s Algebra . — DB
Model School History. - =2 56
8t 's Bookkeeping--.---- A
Hotze's Physics 55
Hotze's Physiology b5
Roudebush Vertical Writing. 06

e
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Table of prices at which books are furnished pupils in Appa-
noose, Winneshiek, Warren, Monona and Polk counties, as
returned to this office by the county superintendent:

APPANOOSE COUNTY, IOWA.

TEXT-BOOKS. CONTRACT PRICE.
MeGuiley's Primer.. . = eevnass ¥l
MoGuffoy's First Reader.. X = e

MeGuffey's Seeond Reader. .
MoGuffey's Third Header...
MoGulfey's Fourth Resder..
MeGuifey's Filsh Roader.. X -
Pattorson’s Spaller, .. oo ocovieiiaens

Ray's Now Elsmontary Arithmetio. .
Hay's New Practical Arithmetio. ...
Ray's New Higher Arithmetlo. ..
Barnos’ Elementary Geography..
Barnes’ Complute Goography. .
Eoleotle Physioal Geograpby..
Relstor's Copy Books, ...
Conklin's English Grammar
Roed's Laoguage. .. .cqcoeeee
House [ Live In..ocvaeeae
Eclectlo Gulde to Health.
Steale’s Hyglone.......-.
Barnes' Primary History.
Barnes' Briel History......o....-

WINNESHIEK COUNTY, IOWA.

Barnes' First Reader.
Barnes' Second Reader.
Barnes’ Third Reader-
Normal Fourth Reader
Normal Fifth Reader..
White's First Arithmetlo.......
White's Complete Arithmetie ..
Swinton's Introductory Geography ... ---..

Rand-MoNally's Grammar School Geography
Pattorson’s Common School Speller.. .
Normal Copy Books, per A0RE0. ... ccvmermamssssnnsiene
Bheldon's Primary Langusge.... o
Sheldon’'s Advanced Laogusge. . -
Btowell's Healthy Body...
Hutchison's Physiology ...
Barnes' Primary History. .
Barnes' Brief History.....
White's Outlines of History

:x2RBE2EIEERRBERE

L

LR
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WARREN COUNTY, IOWA.

TEXT-BOOKS. CONTRACT PRICE.
MeGuffey's Revised Pirst Read $.13
McGaffey’s Rovised Second Reader. . .occocaninicciaaeea. 28
MeGuffay's Revised Third Reader.. a2
MeGuffey's Revised Fourth Head .38
McGuifey's Revised Fifth Reader... 5
MeGuffey's Revised SBlxth Reader = <84
MeGuffey's Revised Speller A3
White's First Arithmetic 23
White's Complete Arithmetio.. - A8
Barnes' Brief History.. -= JD
Pathfinder No. 2 ...... .
Steele’s Hyglenle Physiology .- - 1B
Reed & Kellogg's Higher Lessons in Eng ol
Reed & Kollogg's Introductory Langusge Work. . a2

Butler's Elementary Geography.
Butler's Complete Geography .-
Butler’s Physical Geography.
Burton's Story of Our COUDETY -cocemeovmvomromennananas
Ellsworth's New Reveralble Wrlting Books (per dow.). ...

MONONA COUNTY, IOWA.
ﬁ'mk].lu First Rnder.-...“.-..........

klin 8 d Reader. 25
PruklinTh!rﬂMer ....... o i 35
Franklin Fourth Reader....... 45
Franklin Fifth Reader_........ .60
Modern SBpeller. ... .coucessnrrnsrannnan .16
Stoddard's I TR T e S e
White's First Arithmetic........ EOTRVF S ot
White's Complote Arithmetic - W= 40
Yy ' Bl $ary Geography gk
Barnes' Complete G h FREEC
Mazxwell's I dinto Grammar. ... ..... A8
Whitney-Lockwood Grammar _...... 53
Maxwell's Language A5
Tarbell's L A5
Stesle's Physlology . St |
Pathfinder No. 1 rina .23
Pathfinder No. 2 ........ .8
Barnes' ROy s s e e s S AB
Barnes' Briel History ... 6

POLK COUNTY, IOWA.
Barnes’ First Reader. 8.16
Barpes' Third Reader. - 0

QR ——
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POLK COUNTY, IOWA—CONTINUED.

TEXT-BOOKS.
Baroes' Fifth Resder. ...cocuuaniaeaicanacas
Swinton's PrImer . ..c..ccccciivnnnibonses
Hay's Elementary Arithmotlo
Ray's Proctical Arithmetie....
Barnes' Elemontary Geography .
Barnea’ Complete Geography....
MeGulTey's Revised Spelling Book.
Spencerian Copy Books ..
Conklin's Grammar ..
Long's Language. ...
Long's Language No, 2.
Child's Health Primer ...
Youny People’s Physlology -
Hyglenlo Physiology......
Barnes' Primary Hl.lmrg
Barnes' Briof History ..

Table of prices at whwh hooka nre furniahed to pupils in the
sohools of Hamburg, Davenport, Waukon, Burlington, Roek

Rapids, Red Oak, Algouns, and Boone, as

superintsndent of schools upon request of this department:

HAMBURG, IOWA.

TEXT-BOOKSH,

Fraoklin Advanced Second Reader .
Fraoklln Third Reader...........
Franklin Advanced Third Reader
Franklin Fourth Reador..
Franklin Filth Reader. .
Barnes' Fifth Reader. ..
Hunt's Modern Spelllng Book
Model Copy Dooks. ...
Plsk's Arithmetlc No, 1.
Flak's Arithmetle No, 2.
Hyda's Language No. 1....
Metosll & Bright's Laoguage .
Conklin's Grammar und Composltion .
Butler's Elementary Ceography.
Butlst's Complute Geography -
Barnes’ Briof History.........
Smith's Physlology Primer........
Bmith’s Elemeontary Phyeiology - ..
Tracy's Physlology . cccaevenenenaaaes

furnished by the city

CONTRACT PRIOE
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DAVENPORT, IOWA.

TEXT-DOOKS. CONTRACT PRICE.
Pollard's Primer...coooaeomicacanaaas .- .12
Pollard's First Reader ........ sessssavennsen oBF
Harper's Pirst Rosder. . oo oo eeae e
Harper's Second Reader..... R

Pollard’s Becond Reader .. -
Harper's Third Reader.....cccauuee.. - 438
Appleton’s [atroductory Fourth Reader . P )
Appleton’s Fourth Reader.....cco..... . —es A
Apploton’s Filth Reader ......coccecivcccsncanssnsoess = 12
Modern Third Reader ... - A2
Modern Spelllng Book. ....ccccconmmrnmciisnimnnssannans oM
Reed & Kollogg's Graded Lessons in English .. a2
Reod & Kellogg's Higher Lossons in English .. 53
White's First Arithmetlo e 25

White's C: I Arith IR L S S
Barnes' Bﬂnlﬂlﬂw, ...... S
Hand-McNally's l!umury Gmrlphy................- A8

Rand-MeNally's School Geog - s15
hllh'l?hyﬂum bl R eee 20
Smith's Elemontary Physlology -.... Pt A2
Normal Copy Books, No. 1-4, small slze...... et -
Normal Copy Dooks, No. 510, Inrge size. . ..oooeeennneens 07

WAUKON, IOWA.

Barnes' Pirst Reader. ... . .......... ......-..-..........l 20
Barnes' Second Reader. .
Barnes' Third Reader...
Barnes' Fourth Reader.

Baroes’ H.fl.h Mr-.......... ........ PR S A

8 's Fifth Reader ... J5
Cook’s Primary Arithmetlo........ - A6
‘White's El y Arlthmetle ....... A0
‘White's Complete Arithmetl B0

Frye's Primary Geography.

Frye's Complete Geograpby 06
Beed's Word Lessons a 20
Reed's Lessons in English. ; ]
Heed's Ad E 3
Eoloctic United 516468 HIBONY +.oneorrer semterememeeeere B0
All writing books ... PR |

BURLINGTON, TOWA,

Pollard’s Primer..... cannnns

Primary

i
i
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BURLINGTON, IOWA—CONTINUED.
TEXT BOOKS. CONTRACT PRICE.
Fryo's Complete Geography..........cccccescensmsnnsmes LI
Southworth’s E ials of Arithmetd . A0
Walsh's Grammar Bohool ArItRmotlo - - .omueeves . 88
Eggloston's First Book of Amerioan History. ..... e

Eggloston's Unltod States HIstory.....o---exs. 05

Pathfindor No. 1—-Child's Health Primer ......
Patbifinder No. &—Young Peoplo’s Physlology..cceiveees Al
Pathflader No, 3—Steole's H_yglvulu Physiology.....cccee 0

Swinton’s Word P'rlmer....... o s mil g e e A
Bright & Motcall's Langusgs liuul( s CEe AD
Swinton's Word Book ..........ccivninesscssnssssnsnsans 20

Milon's Elemonts of Arithmetle. .. ... coeeeneeroccossanes
Reod & Kollogg's Gradoed Lessons iu English....cccecneuaa M0
Harvoy's English Grammar -....cocoooaeiiamcsnnsansanss 00
Milne's Standard Arlthmetle. . I .
Wiyemavitan Al
METSELESEY
——— | |

Barnos' SBocond Reader. i .85
T T P S e L B0
Barnos' Fourth Reader A0
Barnes' Fifth Reader. ... 00
Watson's Complate Bpeller. .. ..oovnviceoeneeannncns 20
Spencorian Copy Books, par dosen . ..o voeemverrannnnns . 80

RED OAK, I0WA.

Pollard's First Reador .......... S e O ST N
Awl-lu # Second Reader.

Thomas' United Statos History....ccoccaeean. oo

' Brief History ......... asyrnas e g souampsnsiinaines LI
Fiake's United Statos History ........ S MR
Goodrich's Child's History - S
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RED OAK, IOWA—CONTINUED.

TEXT-BOOKS. CONTRACT PRICE.
Milne's dard Arith 4 .8 65
Milne's Elements of Arithmetle ____. .80
Wentworth's Firet Steps in Algebra. .60
Houston's Physical Geography ... ... 125
Swinton's Grammar School Geography - 135
Swinton's Introductory Geography .- 56
Maxwell's English Grammar........ .66
Hyde's Lessons in English—Part I.- .35
Hyde's Lessons in English—Part i 60
Johonnot's Lessons in Hygiene. ... A5
Writlng Books—1to 4 ....... .08
Writing Booke—0 40 1. e veaacianommcrramns s 10

ALGONA, IOWA.
Harper's Plrst Reader. ..ou v vemmmanrrsssmnmansssssasas 20
Harper's Second Reader. . .30
Harper's Third Reader... A0
Harper's Fourth Header. ......ccovvnmenaes Akt PP |
Harper's Fifth Reader . .70
Harrington's Speller ... .
First Lesson in Language - -
Elements of Composition snd G
Frye's G by...
Fryo's Complete Geography. ...
Espant =
E {als of Arith {o—Part IT ..
Fiske's United States History . —.-.- PSR S e 100
Pathfinder No. 2 ... 40
Stoele’s Physlology --------mememman T voases sad, S

BOONE, IOWA.

MeGufley’s Fourth Reader 8B
Barnes' Fifth Reader P £
Hazen's Primer and First Reader...... s ot e 2
Swinton's Word Primer......-. e tans s a e A,
‘White's El tary Arithmetl A0
White's Complete Arithmet! 85
Long's Home Geograph 22
Ealectio El y Geograpt Sane 50
Eclectie Complet PETTLY I cee LOO
Smith's Primer Physiology--—oooocoeneae e e 30
Smith's El tary Phy o e ]
Conklin's G . s | 00
Metesll’s Lang Exerci = 40
Swinton's Word Ansalysi e .30
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The following tables are arranged to show the cost

books in Iowa as compared with other states. In t.h: rt.:::ll;
are included the retail prices of one fourth reader, one arith-
metie, an elementary geography, grammar, physiology, writing
book, speller, and history, as comprising all the books sctually
needed by a pupil in this grade. These books are not all pur-
chased, _however. at one time and some of them are in use by
the pupil until he is well advanced in the fifth reader. The
average cost of this set of books, under state adoption, is $3.16;
under county uniformity, 3.28; as sold in eight towns or cities,
§2.72. 11 I bad taken other states having state adoption the
avarages would have shown slightly different results. Thus
t-hmbooka in Oregon would cost $4.75; in Virginia, #3.78; in
Minnesota, $3.39. ]

RETAIL PRICE OF TEXT-BOOKS.

-

TEXT-BOOK. 'g E
Sls(§/|13 é £
3|8 (= [d|F |5

Fourth Reader
e g .60 % .45 |8 8.53|0.30)| 8

T ——— T T
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B E i g € g
rextoow. | 5 | 2 g 3 | 4
SlE|z|3(5|2]18|5|¢8
m | A& al|B Z | <
h Reader |9 55(8 40|68 .50(8 70|8.06)8 .80 $.05|8 508 565
l::l‘l'.l:mﬂln i fl; 00| 42| .05 08| .05 50| 40| 6O 65
Eloment. Geog..| 66| 48| .65| .00| .e0| .48( 60| .60 54
Grammar. ... M5 63| 55| #0| 60| 65| W0 B0 57
Physlol o A0 Azl A5 Ab A5 Ab A0 40 a7
Writlng 1 el los| e8| oef 10| lw| esl.l 0
Speller.... co..-| 20 14 20 20 .18 S0l a2 B g 18
HINOTY coee <o 100 g9 Le0| 100 .86 M| S0 L00 .80
Totals ... |84 15[ 83.27 | 83,08 | 4420 o425 | 5008 | suns | e355 B

The prices in some of the above cities doubtless include &
small amount charged by local dealers for handling the books
and for carrying them in stock.

AVERAGE PRICES.

Five lows

counties,
gl

468 &5
A6| .85
A6| .53
-
A1 Ky
01 ﬂ
J4 .

7 0

reader may contain more pages than snother. There is
Wﬁﬂ:ronu mg:’typonudmdintbemhmioﬂwtd
the book which may render it superior in every respect to some
other book with which it is brought in diract competition. An
inforhrhx\-bmk.lihd:.;hnp piece of machinery, or an
incompetent teacher, is at any price.

1 have, also, for purposes of comparison, a fourth reader
guch as is authorized in the public schools of the province of
Ontario. It is well bound, the matter is good, the type plain
and unbroken. The book contains 836 pages, but is entirely
without illustrations. The selling price is forty-five cents.
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Up to this point I have discussed the subject simply from an
economic standpoint. No other question has been considered
than the cost of the text-books, in cash, to each individual
pupil. Much thought snd sttention has been given to the sub-
ject. After investigatirg the laws in a number of states I am
fully satisfied that the text-book law of Iown, as it stands upon
our statute books, is one of the best yet devised. It is free from
cumbersome machinery, it invites competition, and counties
noting under |t are obtaining books at as reasonable rates as
those of equal grade can bo supplied in any state which has
state printing or state adoption. I have exsmined the prics
lists of hooks used in other states, and in none of them can I
find that publishors are providing the same books st any less
prioe than they are providing them under thelr contracts in
Tows Davouport furnishes a notable instance of a ity In
which the board of dircetors Is taking advantage of the pro-
vision in the law which allows them to contract with the pub-
lishers, and sell the books to the puplls st cost, the proceeds
being retursed to the contingent fund from which the purchase
money wis origloally taken.

Tue resolution does not call for an extended discussion of the
fonsibility of state printing or state contract a8 » means of sup-
plying text books. The truth is that the price of text-books
like that of aoy other commodity, is governed by the laws of
trude. The book poblisher iakes about the same means and
methods io advertise his irade that the merchant or manufas
turer does to adveriise his. An unscrupulous agent takes dis-
houest means sometimes to accomplish his ends, but the same
Is true in every business which employs traveling salesmen to
sell its poods, The direetors of our schools are usually chosen
from the best and most upright p in the ity. As
a body of men no charge of cprruption can justly be brought
sgainst them.

There are several things which enter into the manufacture
of text-books, In these dsys when our school curriculum
is crowded so full of subjects, and when the public demand
is to afford the most education in the least time, the ar-
rangement and selection of material is of tho greatest conse-
quence. To include everything necessary for information or
discipline, and to exclude everything which is unnecessary, and
to arrange points in their logical order 50 a8 to present the sub-
ject as & whole in an instructive and ecatertaining manner,

3
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requires the services of one who is peculiarly well fitted for
that work. The maker of an acceptable text-book must bea
specialist; & thinker, and notamere compiler. Again, the charac-
ter of the type used and the texiure of the paper cannotbe over-
looked, as they affect the eyesight of the pupils. Old, indistinot,
broken type, glossy paper, poor press work, are the very
best reasons sometimes why a cheap book should be discarded.
The engravings with which our modern text-book is illustrated
are very important adjuncts in the hands of & modern teacher.
They should be clear cut, accurate, truthful representations.
Such is sometimes the effect of these specimens of art with
which some of our books ara adorned, that rather than to
cheapen them, it would be better to exclude them altogether.
While I should be glad to see text-books of the highest grade
sold at lower prices, 1 am {orced by my convictions to say that
in my opinion we cannot afford to put inferior books into the
hands of our children even though they were furnished without
money aud without price. 1 cannot do better than to quote
from the report I had the honor o make November 1, 1859:
The nearer we can get to the manufacturers, and the fewer middlemen
there are to handle the goods, the less is the expense Lo the sorsumer.
Tho cost of books would be reduced 334 per cent, probably more than that,
il the boards of directors bad power 1o purchase the text-books in theopen
market at tha lowest wholesale rates. The money with which to do thia
ghould be drawn from the pontingent fund aod replaced from 1he cash sales
of the books. This power could eafely be lodged in the dlrectors’ hands at
l_uumu.lnd-honldbomuda' perative wh r the el of the die-
\riotorder (tdone. [tshould also be made their dusy to adopt aeerlesof text-
books snd to permit no others to be used in the schools of that township.
When the order to adopt soy given series has been paszed by & majority
vote of those constituting the quorum, such actlon should be considered
final, nnd no othor series should be ndopted for three years, The list of
such books, with the prices attached, should be kept posted in every sohiool-
room, together with the place whera such ‘books may be obtalned. Itis
urged in favor of this plan that it puts up no bar to eompetition in price or
quality, and lesves the interests of the schools entirely in the hands of the
people
As the law stands in the code of 1807 all this is now possi-
ble. Any school corporation through its directors may deal
directly with the publishers and supply its schools with books
at the lowest prices granted anywhere. An additional safe-
guard is found in the requirement that every fiem furnishing
poolks under & contract is bound to furnish them at as low &
rate as they are sold for in any other district or state. Two

. SUPERINTEND!
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:::ﬂma;u wm_lld improve the law. There is & great activity
mhuua onal lines to-day looking to improved methods of
ing. For instance the best geography now in wuse is
totally unlike those in use ten years ago. The change has
mn brought ?hout by the most careful study and rmnf:h on
- hpn.rl. af eminent :fchnlm. The same in a large degree is true
istory, arithmetic and other studies. The law should be so
?mnndad that if a new and improved edition of any text book
1; use under the existing contract is issued during the life of
Qd;t. contract, the old books should be taken up and the new
tion furnished without exira expense to pupils in the school
;\sgatu:i if any family is about to move into an adjacent dissrlea;
bﬁ:g ifferent books so that the books they mow have would
i me useless, the board of directors should purchase such
s at a fair valuation, and resell them in the
s (t)hey sell other books. o
ne great objection to state uniformity i
always accompanied with a restrictive cfuuln:?::::en: : !:1::?
mum price for each book adopied. Thus il a speller is offered
for 10 cents per copy, the commission must adopt it, even
though a much superior book in every respect is offered .!ur 12
cents.  In such a case the firm offering the cheapest book has
the commission in its grip, from which the law allows no way of
escape. If, as in Ohio, the commission were suthorized to
select the best books at not more than 756 per cent of the whole-
sale price, and if then the books could be furnished to the
m:. !m of cost, state uniformity would be shorn of hulf its
It is still my opinion, as it has been for years, tha
tion of the problem is to be found in the sdopﬁo:u oft;:: ﬁ:—
books. If the schools are free in some respects why should
‘;h:i{, n:t b;: ;11"! It is & noleworthy fact that in no case has
rs vin made schoo
G e £ once 1 books free, gone back
Districts in twenty-nine different counties are furnishin
mbnoklm b:u!kthum cost to the pupils, under the permluiv:
e law ns passed by the Twenty-sixth General
e ¥ incorporated in the code of 1807. I submit the
ing extracts from letters from superintendents in charge
zlf uah:clu which adopted free text-books at the last school
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VALLEY, HA COUNTY.

The spparent advantages of free text-books are: (1) an increase of 8 per
cant in enroll and d without suy corresponding lncrease in
tho population of the district; (2) a very great saving in that each pupil in
ench class was provided with books at once and work began without any
delay—this item probably equaling sn sdded month to our school year; (3)
{reedom to use the newest and best text-books in all classes for which new
books must be purchased, without ref to those used formerly or by
other classes, contracts and adoptions and loss panying ch muk-
ing this Impossible under the old system of individual ownership; (4) much
grester freedom In re-classifying pupils; (5) & better supply of better books
than we ever had before.

It would sppear that the cost need not exceed 50 cents per pupll for
each year, taking the sversge of several years Our first supply hae cost
about #1 per pupll, and several clusses mre using thelr own books with
which they were already provided. This includes books for a large high
school. The tendency will no doubt be to furnish a large number of books
for resding and reference which the schools bave usually gone without.

EAST DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY.

Free text-books have been in use in the East Des Moines schools since
the opening of school in September,

The enroll t hns ially 1 d this yesr,
higher grades.

1 am convinced that much time will be saved in the organization of
classes, us well ns when new puplls enter. Our experlence with free toxi-
hooks 18 too limited to speak definitely upon this subjsct, or to glve an
approximate cost of supplying the books.

There is 1o doubt in my mind as to the beceticla]l results attending the
Introduction of fres text-books into our sohools.

GLENWOOD, MILLS COUNTY.

Cur distriot began the use of free text-books In September. The
attendanco the first day wus 12} per cent greater than the first day last
year. There is still about this eame differcnce November 17. There
wus a great saving of time In orgunizing classes, 8s all puplls were supplied
with books Immediately. The same is true with regard 10 new pupils
entering school later in the term.

A proper care of the books makes some extra work for the teachers.

The cost of the booka this first year will be close to 81 por pupil. It will
be less in succeeding years.

OT0, WOODBORY COUNTY.

Coneerning free text-books, | can say that with us they are & grand sue-
cess.  Our enrollment is 20 per cent greator than for & corresponding length
of time last year, or any previous year. It has bean necessary to employ an
additional sssistant. To no other reasons can we attribute so large an
inerease in attendance. Clasaification and organizationof classes are made

peciully In the

‘simple and casy.

There s no more delaying among puplls, as formerly, securing books
wlwmm Thelr texts are given them and they are at work
at ono
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The cost bs less per pupll than when the books are owned by individusls.

The books are In the care of the prineipal, be is respooaible for them to
the board; likewise each sesistant 1s respouaible to him.

Our patrons are enthusinstle over free text-hooks. On & whole I con-
slilor them a greator incentlve toward parfooting our sohools than any former
movement.

Tho ouly possible objection the teacher can have I the responsibility he
must sssume, but tho sdvansages involved outwelgh that so much that any
live teacher would not hesliate for & moment in advooating thom.

CAPITAL PARK, DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY.

Pupils are always supplied with books and cons¢quontly sre slways roady
tor work., No tlme i« wasted walting for parents to buy the necessary books.
Under the old aystem, for msny pupils the first week of overy lerm Waa
practioally wasted

The atlendanoe s much larger under this system. Maoy families are
t00 poor to buy books at the oall of the teacher, and thay are too proud o
aocapt charity books. Many parenis will keep thalr ohlldren out of sohool
rather than make the confession that they sre dopendent upon the distriot
for the support It is thon uble to give them undor the law,

The fres taxt book system socures & better grading In the schools, A
pupll may ha changed from one grade to another o from one room to another
without making & care upon his parents for oew books. IV proteots tho
pupils and the patrons (rom the mistakes of the teachors who frequantly
order the purchase of the wrong books, on socount of unfamilinrity with
the pupil’s needs.

O ¥y to the g | opinfon, the puplls take better care of thoir
books than when they own them themselves. During the time the booles
#ré in use they practleally belong to the tenchor, soil she la in & position to
demand that osch papil shall ueo them with care.

D. F. Witter, s member of the Capital Park school board, has this to say
regardieg the system:

W hase had freo text-books In our distriot for elght yesrs. We adopted
the system long befors |t was legal to do #0, but our people ware all favor-
ahblo to it, and we did oot fear the result. 'We bave found It & sucoess, and
our people would not do away with 18 under any eonslderation.

Wa bought our fBrst books eight years ago, and keep them carefully
covered, changing the covers snch year, and as s result we silll have n
‘great miny of the books on hand includ d i1 our frst purch Eapeoinlly
1s this true of the more expensivo books wo have to purchase for the highor
grades.  Tn the primary grades, where the puplls have loss discretion
and do not handle books as carefully, they wear out quloker, but they are
cheaper, and the ltem does not amount to much. Directly the bonefit to
tho residents of the district is very marked. The best estlmutes aro that
half the expenss of purchssing books, or even more In my oplalon L snved
the patrons of the school each year. We have found from observation that
It costa & person ordinarily about 816 for hooks enough to go through the
high school Il he has to buy them outright, while under our system
the cost Is about 83 par pupll for books used In the high school.

Weo bave lound thst the measure has groatly incressed the attendance
at our school, and with the exception of & very few persons who go 1o the
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parochlal schools, th-wpllﬁmhnlmhmahmvhn
is not earolled. This is b there is ly no exouse for not send-
ing pupils. The poor are provided with books as wall as the rich, and no
diserimination is shown. We only charge that puplls shall take good care
of the books.

EXIRA, AUDUBON COUNTY.

First, the sorollment was (ncreased, &s quite & number are in the school
who could not have sttendoed ander the old aystem. Second, the effect upon
the {zation of ol was very noticeable. We wore able to organize,
:l.l.ully. and equip our puplls in about one-fifth the time required by the
old system. Third, free text-books greatly facilitate the clsssification of
new pupils. We can start them at once without the usual loss of time ln
procuring books, ete. Fourth. the free text-book system was Introduced
this year and I find that the average cost per pupll Is only 81.18. If we
estimats the avernge wear of the books us low ma five years, the average
cost would be about Z5 centa per year. Fifth, from the experience I bhave
bad, I cannot see & single adverse circumstance which will render the
system undesirable,

In conclusion, I believe that the readiest and most satisfac-
tory solution of the matter is in the free text-book system; that
state publication is the most expensive system yet devised;
that state adoption, as generally practiced, shuls out competi-
tion, and results too often in the use of inferior books to the
injury of the school interests; if, however, the commissions
ware allowed to select from the best and Istest books published,
at & maximum price not to exceed 76 per cent of the wholesale
list, many of the objections to state uniformity would be par-
tially met; that, next to free text-books, the best and cheapest
books are obtained when the directors purchase directly from
the publishers and sell to the pupils at cost, without the inter-
vention of a middleman, as can be done under the present Iowa
law. Forty-three counties are acting under the provision of
the law for securing county adoption; several others have uni-
formity by district adoption. It is safe to say that over one*
half the counties in the state are supplying books purchased
direct from the publishers.

In this discussion it has been my intention to treat the text-
book question without prejudice or favor, conscientiously in all
regards. It is one of the things of which I am proud, that dur-
ing my professional life of twenty five years in lowa, seventeen
as superintendent of the Clinton schools and eight in this office,
no publishing firm, or agent of any firm or house, has
approached me with any inducement to favor the use or intro-
duction of its books, except as warranted by their merits.
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Moreover, during my long term of sarvice as superintendent of
public instruction, I have stsadily refrained from recommond-
ing the books of any particular house or of expressing any
approval or disapproval of their use in the public schools. 1t
bas been the setiled policy of the office to treat the agents of
book firms with the striclest impartinlity, nﬂordlng one as
much us another the means of b ing acquainted with every-

thing ry to the pr lon of his work, and then we have
thought our duty ended. There it has onded.
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As pravided for by section 10, chapter 24, laws of 1890, of the fist of text-books selected by the county boards of edueation, with
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TEMPERANCE INSTRUCTION.

The reports from county superintendents indicats that the
law is complied with as far as giving the requisite instruction
In county normals is concsrned. The same is true as far as we
ean judge from the reports sent to this department by secre-
taries of school boards in cities and towns.

The subject is an excoedingly dificult one to teach., In the
hands of young, inexperienced teachers it may well be ques-
tioned whether the instruction is of any great value. It must
at any rate consist almost entirely of matter taken from the
text-book used in the school. In a large majority of cases the
instruction given in the normal institute does not extend much
beyond memoritor recitations. It is wanting in that vitalizing
power which stimulates the tenchers to set forth in their true
light the evils attendant upon the use of alcohol and tobacco.
Two things contribute to success in this temperance instruc-
tion; the intelligenes, enthusiasm and morsl integrity of the
teacher, and the confidence of the community in the midst of
which the sehool is situated.

To attempt scientific instruction at an early age before chil-
dren are able to reason is harmful, and ought not to be
attempted. At a later period, after the child has reached some
degree of maturity, scientific study may undoubtedly be intro-
duced with profit. On the other hand, the intention of the law
88 it stands to-day on the statute book is most beneficent. Teach-
ors are under the strongest obligations to impress by example as
well as by precept, the blessing of integrity, sobriety and tem-
perance in all things. The evils which threaten society to-day
from the use of alcohol and tobacco by the young, can never
be lessened by the study of an elementary text-book, and the
memorizing of a few cold, hard facts only. The law is good,
but the teacher must go beyond the law, and hold up that lofty
ideal of a noble man, & puré woman, a grand life, which can
ounly be reached through paths of honesty, sobriety and indus-
try. While we inform the intellect of the terrible evils which
follow in the train of Intemperance, we must at the same time

~strepgthen the will, and cultivate the conscience, if we hope to
render the child proof against all temptation when he reaches

»
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Mecrology.

3. C. @ilcbrist.
3. W, mcClellan,
C. P. Ropers.
G. ¥. Magoun.
3. . BeHrmond,
. 1. Cougblan.
@, E, Dancomne.

* Time takes them home that we love, fair names and famons,
To the soft, loog sleep, to the broad, sweet bosom of Death;
Hut the flower of their sonls he shall not take away to shame vs,
Nor the lips lack song forever that now lack breath.
For with os shall the music ard perfume that die not dwell,
Though the dead to our dead bid welcome, and we farewell,"”
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e e e
1. €. GILCHRIST,

Born fo Allegheny Clty, Pa., May 20, 1851, Fdocated at Antloch under
the care nod guldance of Horses Mann, whose memory he held in grent
reverence. In 1880 he wok charge of the seminary at Callfornis, Washing-
ton county, Pa, snd was Instromental in convertiog it into a normal school.
He came 10 Towa In 1871 to engage in Institute work and was chosen super-
Intendont of the schosls st Mason City In 1873. In 1676 he was elooted
prosident of the State Normal School, then just established at Cedar Falls.
He costinued in this position for ten years, and during thas time lald
broad nod deep the foundations of solid learning and high scholarship upon
which the school rests to-day. Ho was aftorwards president of the North
ern [ows Normal School st Algona, and later dean of the oormal depart-
mant of the Northwestern University at Stoux Clty. He filled all thess
positions credltably and with usefulness to tha oause of education.

**As n teachor he magnified his offoe. Teaching wasto him ‘s high
and holy calling, worthy of the mmbltion of the best minds.' He held
before his pupll teachers as an (desl, the placing of their vocation among
the learned professions. To him, the eachor’s mission was second to none;
{ts aims wure not temporal, but eternal; it rewards not buman, but
divine.”

He died st Laorens, lows, Augass 13, 1807,

J, W. MoCLELLAN.

Born Dscember 28, 1841, 1o Costesville, Pa. Hducated at Lafayette
vollege, Easton, Pa Was o member of the Forty-third Pennsylvaoia
la.hnlr; ln the elvll war, nnﬁ acted as & bearer of dlspatohes st the battle

of schools at Marion, lowa, 1869 to 188)
qurerlnunaenl ut Vinton, Tows, 1885 to 1805, Died in Pennsylvania, June
6, 1896, **He was a true gontl n gouial don, & rare type o
Christian manhood, and a faithfal worker 1o his chosen fleld. His mony-
ment (s already resred in the hm and llves of hundreds in lowa not
throughout the west.”

S e
: C. P. ROGERS.

Born in Klugston Center, Ohlo, Juns 22, 1844, Member Ono Hundred
and Forty-Afth regiment Ohlo volunteers during the war. His regiment
was statloned oo the plantation of General Lee at Arlington Helghts. A
graduate of the State Unlversity of Iown, 1860. Suporintendent

1886-1874. Superintendent Marshalltown schools, 1874-1848.
 Jowa's educational history, if It commends the deeds and sbility of any
of this generation, can never be sllent concernlng the career and the pro-
feeslonsl acoomplishments of the lamented Commedore Perry Hogers."
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G. F. MAGOUN.

Born in Bath, Me., March £0, 16821. Grad d from Bowdol Heg
1841. President of Towa college, 1882-18384, Professor of philosophy, 1584~
1590, Died at Grionell, January 30, 1868, * Theo dignity of his mind and
maaner was that of & geotleman of the old school. His memory will
remain ao b d and h ing T jon lo the ol fonal clrcles of
the state to which be gave the greater part of his life.”

J. M. DEARMOND.

Born in Blalr county, Pennsylvania, Sep 7, 15848, Grad d st
Davenport high school, 1808. Principal in Davenport, 1808-158585 and 1800
1895, Died In Davenport, June 4, 1808, ‘‘He was sn Industrious student,
an able and enterprising sducator, un Inspiring teacher, consclentious and
faithful in the discharge of every officlal duty, and highly esteemed as a
man in the community in which he lived."

H. I. COUGHLAN.

Hors at Mlogo, lows, September 23, 1861. Grad d from the State
university, 1888, Elsoted principal of the grammar school In lowa City,
1800. Died at Iowa City, Mareh 12, 1806, ‘' He waa a rare teacher, an
ornament 10 his profession, & good citizen, and a consistent Christlan. The
good of such lives lives after them."

G. E. HANCORNE.

Born in Michigan 1865, Superintendent Nashua schools, 1304. Died
In Lansing, Mioh., July 20, 1808, " Whai many s king and prinsely ruler
wonld gladly have given his wealth and crown to obtaln whon his last

came, ho d the koowledge that the little children to
whom he had been a true frisnd would water his grave with thelr tears.”
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SCHOOL: EXTENSION.

A movement has just been inaugurated, in some respects like
the Chautauqua plan, for using the school as the center for
promoting home reading smong families, and the older pupils
after they have finished their schooling. As at present con-
dueted the school has but little hold upon the pupil when he
ceases to be a momber of it.

His education, if it can be called an education, leaves him
without any thought of bringing to perfection what he has just
commenced. It has implanted no seads of growth, but rather
it seems Lo dwarf and hinder his progress. His education has
no future; it faces no hereafter. The remedy is to so conduct
the pupil's reading while under the care and guidance of his
teacher that he will not be willing to drop 1t when he is through
school. The mental stimulus which he has derived from books

should still be necessary to his happ! and contentment. 1t
should direct and inspire his intellectusl life when he reaches
maturity

The youth who, when he leaves school, is in some degree
sequainted with books, who has been faught to obtain knowl-
sdge and mental power from the printed page, is able to work
out kis own education in whatever direction his natural taste
may lead him. He can know, if he will, what past civilizations
have accomplished and, what is more, he can leep himself
informed of the changes which the eivilization of the present I8
undergoing. To him life loses its barrenness. He dwells no
longer in the midst of the trackless desert, but amid the
delights and beauties of a fruitful field.

The school and the home have a community of interests of
which we make too litile account. Dr. Harris says: “‘The
school has never done one-tenth of what is possible to be done
in the way of assisting the child, and through him the parants,
ta reap the foll value of the art of reading and writing, and
intercommunication with one’s fellow men.”

The problem before us is how to broaden the scope of the
public school so as to make it an important factor in community
life. Imm convinced that it cannot be done by multiplying the
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number of studies, nor by increasing the severity of the techni-
cal examination which the teachers must pass in order to receive
& certificate. Our teachers have been taught to look upon the
school as an isolated place, a fragmentary thing, whose worth
and usefulness is largely measured by the mmount of the
monthly stipend. The teacher's conceptions of the province
of the school need to be developed in almost every direction.

The aim of education is not only the scquisition of knowledge,
but the ability to retain it and use it 50 as to make the home
happier, the neighborhood more charitable, and to 1ift up an
ideal standard of manhood which will eventually “draw all
men unto it." This is what school extension aims to do by
introducing the bes: books into the school and the family eircle.
It goes out after the boys and girls who have left the school,
and strives to retain an influence over them which will keep
them within the charmed circle of those who love books and
read them for self improvement.

In the eastern states, in New York aod in Chicago, school-
rooms are opened one or two nights each week, and men eminent
for their acquirements, give lectures for the people free of
charge, and they do not lack for interested audiences. This
work of school extension is not necessarilly confined to large
towns or cities. It could be introduced with profit into our
smaller villages and even in rural districts. Iowa has $15,000,-
000 invested in schoolhouse property, besides large sums in
apparatus and libraries. We ought, out of this vast sum, to
get richer returns than we do.

It is comparatively a new field, but it promises good results.

In this connection I may well quote the following extract
from President Eliot:

The fundamental object of 4 to lift the whole

population o a higher plane of Intelligence, conduct, and happiness — has
not yet been porfectly apprehended, sven In the United Statos.

PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

During the biennial period for which this report is made,
have frequently brought to the notice of ty superintendont

the desirability of awakening and increasing an interest in
establishing libraries for the benefit of the children of the public
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in office have urged no less strongly

m (:‘ m the resulis have been most gratify
ing. while in others but litile has been neoomplished. ‘:;?'
much is to be hoped from the otl.hacodsoll,;;
which allows boards to expend $25 for each schoolroom,
purchasing libraries, without the vole of the eleciors, :

As an aid and guide in the seleotion of boolks, this dopart-
ment has published and sent out a circulsr of In!n_rmauun con-
taining the names, the list prices sad tho publishers of ﬂ’;
cholce books suitable for libraries. The name of each book
accompanied by a short note so that the purchaser may Bscer-
taln something of its nsture and its fitness for his purpose.
We believe this circular will mi“ ”"imh:‘; I!Db ::;murlu

in making up or adding 0 s so i ;

”‘hm::dl of sn mtell’llmt. cultivated teacher the library
becomes » very useful suxilinry in reaching the people in their
bomes. Without it school extonsion is almost impossible. The
boy who is interested \n his reading snd talks about it at h?rﬁ;:
and in school is not generally a difficult boy to mansge.
young people in the community who come back ceeasionally 3
the schoolhouse for & book from the library, form a bond
symputhy between the school and the people which goes far
towards establishing and maintaining mutual confidence snd

than 94 cent of the children ever go
mw.mm“:q h‘nohl.w yet they are to vote, to hold
ofice and to eujoy il the rights and privileges of citizenship.
Dholr toil will be lightened, thelr lives mado brighter, the home
u-nnphdumndmwholmmsbymung them as &
dewdmﬁuummmpﬂnumm
lines of which litersture, solence, bistory or wrt are the chisf.

This mstter of libraries, the choice of books, how 1o read
them, how to induce puplls snd people o read them, desoerves
wmmmmnm\mmwmu. o

In our normal schools, sod in our institutes, we dwell too
exolusively upou the techinicsl side of the subject ms pre:
sonted by the text-book. How shall I best tesch reading,
wriling, arithmeti, are important questions; but far grester
is ihe question how shall 1 resch the pupil in his inner-
most consciousness, so that he will coatinually grow, not alone
in knowledge bui in wisdom. That he should be able to carn
an honest living and support those dependent upon him is &
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worthy aim. To this end honesty, prudence, economy, thrift,
should all be inculeated in his daily lessons. But it is far more
important to so shape and mould his education at school that it
may influence his entire conduct towards his neighbor and the
world, and that dyiog he may feel that his life has added a unit
to the sum total of human happiness.

DISTRICTS IN 1867 REPORTING A LIBRARY OF MORE THAN

250 VOLUMES,
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DISTRICTS IN 1801 REPORTING A LIBRARY OF MORE THAN
250 VOLUMES—CoNTIRUED.
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THE INTEREST OF MOTHERS IN THE SCHOOLS.

During the last biennial period there has been & marked
interest displayed by mothers in the schools which their
children attend. While this is a most hopeful sign, there
remaics much yet to be done. Even our teachers do not seem
to be awake to the immense influerce for good which the
mothers can exert, and are exerting in many communities, in
favor of more rational and wholesome school privileges for
their children. The professional training of the teacher is an
element of success, but not by any means the only element. I
have sometimes thought that in placing so much s'ress upon
training the teacher, we forget that the all-potent influence in
the education cf the child is the home and that its center is the
mother in that home,

In some sections of the state mothers are in the habit of
holding meetings, visiling schools, planning with teachers the
best things for the ehildren, and thus they have been instru-
mental in correcting evils which have been too long endured by
the community. The practice has met with my wost hearty
approval. Wherever possible I have encouraged it, because in
it I see the dawn of better days for our common schools. At
the last meeting of the southeastern association, held at Oska-
looss, a part of the program was devoled to the interests of
mothers in the schools and it proved exceedingly interesting
and instructive.

At the spring meeting of the southwestern Iowa teachers'
association, part of the program consisted of & symposium
touching the relations existing between the mother and the
school. The papers breathed such an excellent spirit, and
were so helpful in their suggestions that it seemed 10 me wise
to print them as a circular of information, and scatter them
broadcast among the mothers of the state. The first edition of
80,000 copies was soon exhausted and of the second edition of
20,000 but few are left. Requests come for them every week
not only from this but from other states. We would gladly
Teprint them in this report but there is not reom for them.
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‘We have, however, made such extracts from each one as show
the admirable spirit of the writer.

Extracts from the paper read by Mrs. A. P. Hanchett, of
Council Bluffs:

%, do you d how ly you have taken, for at loast
many hours during the day, s mother's place to the aurmy of Jittle boys and
girls under your care? Do you reallzs you are watched; every movement,
every mulle, every frown, every hasty word, even to the change of ribbon
at your neck? A smiling face during the long trylng day makes its
impression on each little heart, and s the firet thing mentioned as the boy
takea his place ut the dinner table. The child reflects with such preclision
the manners and hablis of his teachor that & close observer could readily
give a mental photograph of the tescher of each boy and glrl.

The teacher in our public sohools must certaldly realize the faot thas
she is not guverness in a milllonalre’s family, but & servant of the common-
wealth, dealing with the children of the rlch and poor allke. The boy who
comes from the bumbler walks of life {n our groat republic has a chanco 1o
be at ts head in & faw yesrs; he may sit side by side with the rich man's
#on and far outstrip him in rank. Tencher, help this boy alosg. He may
got Hitle help at home, but remember thut under the ragged jacket snd
dusty oap thers may exist n oature far finer and more seosiulve than you
find under broadoloth and velvet,

The tescher who bangs pretty plotures on the walls of her schoolroom,
places plants in the windows, and |s neat and attractive In ber own appear-
‘wnos, not oaly Inspires her puplle to be as she is, refined und cultivated, but
the influsnce In carried to the home. Tn a school not far distant, & prize
wan offered for the best vollection of coples of great paintings, The
chlldven, through their temchor, becamo very muoh Interested in thelr
gearch for the pletures. A lttle giel belongiog to this sohool was taken
111, and the teacher, togethor with a friend, went to see her, They found
the home u bovel; nothing that |n aoy degroo indloated rufl b3 buk
hanglog on the wall, whore tbe sick girl could look at it, wad a rude wood
cut pasted on gray card board, & copy of Rosa Bonhenr's famous ** Horse
Falr.” The lady who came with the teacher wus surprised to sse this
plece of art in such & home, but the teacher was nol, for she had noticed
the enthusiasm of this little ehild ns she admired the plotures brought inte
the schoolroom from day to day.

We are not here to pronouncs & sulogy upon every teacher who enters

tho schoolroom, for thore are those, uoder whose owre wo place oar
children, who are far better fitted for the position of matron in w roforms-
tory than as leaders aod teachers of our boys and girls. But to the falth-
ful, conselentions woman who tolls day by day, not only to traln the minds
of our children, but looking after the mesners and morals ns well; to her
we bid Godspeed! Muy she long adorn the position she now fills, and may
every (ather and mother give to her tholr henrty support,
Goorg: dounld d n most besutiful sentiment when he sald:
*“The womsn who takes into her heart bher owo children, may be n very
ordinary woman; but the woman who takes (nto her heart the children of
others, she is ooe of God's mothers."”
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Extracts from the paper read by Miss Jennie L. Redfield, of
Omaha:
Intelllgent mothers demand that our schools develop their children

mentally, morally, physically. The teachers must g fection, refine-
ment, must give falr play, and each work to the realization of some Ideal.
The peculiarities, dispositi shor ings and natural propensities of

the children must all be studied and developed or overcome, as is best for
the pletion of & perfect ch

u Is the deslre of every m:l sohool 1o s0 develop the pupils that they
may b this 1 ter; that they may read themselves into
this besutiful world—behold the glory of the heayens, the magolficence of
the flelds, forests and plaing, the mysteries of the waters, the grandeur of
the rocks and mountaivs. It s the school's Intention to develop in sach
individual good deportment, honesty, cantion; that out of these may grow
truth, reverence and love; to teach him to know and understand himself
and his fellow beings, that cur prisons may be emptied snd remain so; that
the records of sulcldes may be diminished; that homes may be made happy;
that Individuals may exult (o the life here as God Intends they shall.

The conditlons would become r-pldly better I parents wounld take the
time to scquaint themselves more with th ions of the schools in thelr
daily work, to see the capabllities of their children and these of others.
Just toseew litile child stand and talk—noot read from the written or pricted
page, but to hear him recite something which he has studled, to see the

* result of his ressoning, certalnly would be an lnspiration to any fond mother,

and fn turn her appreciation snd presence would prompt both pupil and
teacher to better and higher work then and forever. The truth of this last
aspertion has been very strongly Impressed upon me this week during my
visits to the lahonh in Councll Blufls, whm I snw wonderful worklngs by
lttle people in arl by a meth atlvely new to me,

Much of the child's prattle is better understood sfter s visit to the
school. Do you mothers conslder what 1t {8 for a child to go to school to
study slx long hours every day—thirty hours & week—on arithmetic, gram-
mar, geography, spelling, reading, writing and drawlng—every morning at
nine in the seat—in position—ready to work? Think of it. Think of sll
the temptations which come to the boy or girl who objects to study, objects
to obeylng, objects to confinement,—think [t all over, and you will have
maore patlence with your boy or girl, with his or her so-called ecoontricitiss,
perhaps extend your sympathies to the teacher and tho other puplls—and
visit thowhml 10 see what can be done, Often the vislt alone will suffice
to st ything Into har fous notion.

Do mothers know how much they ussist in bl‘l.lll'lllg nm thn latont powaors
of their owa children and of their ohildren's der if they
can appreclate the effect of & cleanly dressed child on a mhmn' What
polished shoes mean to the good behavior of a class? What carefully
combed hair does for the other children? Can they know what o sweet
“GMnmhgl" l'nnnnhudunntnhm to say it, means? How far
L 1 bow hes? How s 1 stnlle from a sweet-tempered child
the whole a here? Do they know that some heavy-hearted
hnmmmu-nm taught to do 1t by stmosphere made light and
bright from our better homes?
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Do mothers realize that many, yes many, children whonttend our schools
get their only bodily comforts within its walls? That to many children u
warm, well-ventilated sleeping room, s flower, & pretty picturs, musle, &
good morning, & good night, a caress, are all unknown at thelr homes?
Theso things, too, teachers know and endeavor 1o keep them secret.

Extracts from the paper read by Mrs. A. B. Shaw, of Corn-
ing:

One evening last week I gathered in my purlor s balf dozen of the
teachers in onr Corning schools, under whose care my own children have
been the past nine years, and we talked the matter over freely together.

It was an experience not soon to be forgotten, The firelight shona on
bright nod eager faces. Voloos that were tremulous with earnest fealing,
spokee to me of the ways In which the mothers, If they only would, could
tenfold Increase the efficlevcy of the schools. And inthe course of two
hours’ uorestraloed intercourss not & trace of selfishness showed itself.
They did not suggest that one of the pressing dutles of the parent was to
seo that the teachers ware decently pald for thalr servicos, that they might
be able to take advantage of every opportunity for batter fitting themselves
for thelr work, and to save them from u pensioned old age. They dld not
aek for personal sympathy or encourag

In the primary rooms the g evils d to be untidi and
Irregularity. A dirty child, who omes Inte, or ooly two or three days in
the week, ls & much greater trial to & good teacher, than & mlschi
‘even i naughty one. An lrregular scholar not onl, fails to gain lnﬂh!.nr
himsalf from the olass work and drill of the sok but he disorg
Ized 1o an almost unendurable degree the work of more punctusl children,
I there are many such pupils in & room, all an earnest teacher's best
direated efforts will fall to lish the ends desired. In time she, her-
welf, b di d, rel her and , and loses the keen inter-
eet In her work, which wlone redoems it lrom the most uomitigated
drudgery. The remedy for these evils mesuredly lies entirely in the hands
of the mothers.

A little further up In the scale, where the aro first beg
o take an Interest in Independent resding, the tescher wan most anxlous
for ald 1o dirocting and assletiog that interest. If the mothors would help
Lo put good books, bright, healthy bools into their hands, keep from them
dime novels and sensationsl stories, holp thom In learning to use books of
reforence, and i forming a taste for pure, clean llterature, it would make
the teacher's work so moch more cfMeotive,

In the grammar grades the thought went back to the physical conditlons
again, the teacher finding the weight of responsibllity resting upon her
almost grouter ﬂun she could bear llnne. It the mothers could only help
us in our fight ag clgarette ng, ¥ile langusge, impure thoughts
and hablts, 'Him‘ﬂlmtdw Pr d we could do kably more
for the children In the grammar rooms. Those samo ovil mdem!el, onr-
ried !nln tha h!rh school, are responsiblo for 80 per cent of the fallures in

prog; with youths who otherwise might be trained,
tulalhcwnﬂ:ud marally, for good and useful eltizenship.
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The talk that [ had that evening proved to me that the average teachor
realizes fully her need of ide ald to bess develop her pupils into sym-
motrloal, well-rounded charncters, and that her thoughts sre carnestly
wnralng to the mothers for that ald.

In my own miod the only doubt I have had as to the mothers’ meetings
eoming to their highost state of usefulness, ha: been lest they should not
reach down snd rouso the mothers who most nead the help that they could
glve.

There are mothers who send thelr children o school to get rid of the
care of them, and who leave them upon the streets, out of school hours, for
the samo end resson; who keep the ohild out of school on the most trivial
axcuse, and who |lston to his tales and plaleings about hls hers with
lll-advised sympathy. The mothers who, ignorant themsslves as to proper
clothing, proper food, saltary conditions of any kind, are beyond all words
unfit to have the care of an immortsl belng.

With thelr children ours sit side by side la school. They breathe the
talnted wir of those unclennsed bodies. They sre Influenced by the vuls
gority and Immodesty of those untralood minds,

Oh! mothers of tho better classos, bore I8 work for your hands to do
that will repay an hundred-fold, the tims and streagth you glve. <

If you can, through these mothera' clubs, reach dowo and ralse those
othor motkers 1o & higher level, you will have done for them, for thelr
chlldren, for the schools and for your own children, & good which there s
no computing,

Besides the mothors' clubs there wre many other waye In which the
mather's lofluence can be made beneficlal to the schools Chief among
thewe, I8 seems L0 me, would be the placing of broad-minded, intelligent
womet, lo whom the people have confidence, upon our boards of education:
In this state the experimont bas been but little tried, but In Ksnsas and
Colarado, and possibly in other siatos, [t bhas passed the stage of expori-
mwont and 1s 8 pronounced succoss.

It ought not to be necessary to appeal to mothers in behalf
of the schools which their children attend, and yet if we could
reach every mother in the state we would say that the thing
which we most greatly need is your influence on the side of
better schools. Not necessarily better from an intellectual
standpoint, but better in every way, especially in those sur-
roundings and conditions which conduce to the physical and
imoral welfare of your child.

When you leave your little one at the schoolroom door you
have added to the responsibility of the teacher, but you have
not in the least degree diminished your own. You cannot
divide with the teacher of your child that stern responsibility
%w-lmwMMad office of motherhood.

great problems of the day is how to bring the
home and the school together that they may work along the
same lines and thus be helpful to each other. You can do
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much to help your teachers make their schoolrooms attractive
and beautiful. It is not a selfish work which thus appeals to
you. It reaches beyond your own fireside, and includes every
household in your neighborbood. More than this, it reaches
far Into the future, because the children who are mates in
sehool to-day will be fellow citizens of a fres government in the
next generation. Whatever you can do to improve the charac-
ter of the entire school will render existence more tolerable
for your children when they assume the responusibilities and
duties of active life. The most sacred work that is douve in the
world is that which has for its object the best education possi-
ble for every child.

TRAINING FOR OITIZENSHIP.

Very much that passes for patriotic teaching has but little
effect in making a good citizen of the child. It produces no
lasting impression because it appeals only to transient impulses
which are forgotten in s day. To implant the germs of good
citizenship it is necessary to inform the child of the principles
upon which republican institutions rest. We must tesch more
than we do in our public sohools that the will of the majority
constitutionally expressed must be obeyed; that the eleciive
franchise whereby the will of the majority is ascertained must
be guarded against fraoud in any and every form; that it is the
duty of the individual 0 vote in sceordsnce with his honest
convictions of what is best for the whole ccuntry; that intelli-
gence, respeet for lawfully constituted authority, the right of
every man to make tbe most of life for himsell and his child-
ren, honesty in business transactions, uprightness in pablic as
well as private life, sre the safegusrds of republican liberiy.

No thoughtful student of history oan look to the fulure of
woue country without snxiety snd alarm. At the same time
there is reason for hope and courage in our system of public
education which opous the schoolhouse door to the child of
every man. But we must not in our esgercess to extend our
school ourriculum and multiply the number of branches lose
sight of the fact that the first great duty of the public school is
to so train the child that he may discharge rightly, magoani-
mously and conscientiously all the duties of American citizen-
ship. For this purpose our fathers founded the public school,
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for this it has been maintained for generations, and for this we
hand it down to our children as & sacred legacy of the past to
the future.

If we teach patriotism we must inculcate an honest respect
for the flag, as it symbolizes the power and strength of a great
country. If we tesch history, it must be with unflinching
regard to the truth, It is not necessary to speak of England
a8 an ancient enemy, but we must not neglect to bring to the
notice of our children the names and deeds of Washington and
Franklin and Jefferson, of all our revolutionary sires. The
soods of sectional hate and animosity should be buried forever,
but we cannot blot from our histories the names of Lincoln and
Graot, nor the renown our soldiers won at Vicksburg and
Gettysburg. Washington's farewell address should be read on
his birthday in every school, and Lincoln's Gettysburg speech
should be engraved and hung on the walls of every school-
room. Tomake an intelligent citizen the child must know why
he is proud of his country.

THE SUPERVISION OF RURAL SCHOOLS.

1a the office of county superintendent the effectiveness of the
work depends upon the character of the office. Ose county
superintendent reports 20 schools visited, no educational
meetings held, no active members of the reading circle; $1,260
salary. Another reports 185 schools visited, 30 educational
meetings aud 100 teachers in the reading circle; salary $1,200.
It is pleasant to say that women have uniformly filled this
office with & painstaking consclentious fidelity to duty whieh
has rendered their work of great benefit to the schools under
their charge. Towa claims the honor of having the first woman
county superintendent. In 1800 Miss Julis C. Addington, of
Mitehell county, was appointed to fill & vacancy and chosen by
the electors for the next full term. Washington couunty has
had a woman for county superintendent continuously since
1870, The following table will be of interest in this connection:
- Number of women county superintendents for term commenc-

Ang 1870, 1; 1879, ; 1874, 5; 1876, 10; 1878, 7; 1880, 5; 1882, 6;
- g&mm 1888, 8; 1890, 14; 1892, 12; 1504, 18; 1596, 15;
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is a blessing or a curse in proportion to the
degree of intelligence and skill with which it is administered.
The personality of the supervisor, which some one says '‘con-

3 sists of consclousness, character and will," is worthy the first

i He should be sel 1 with refs to his
pecaliar fitness for the duties of his office. In this respect the
oity schools have an advantage srising from the faot that the
superintondent is usunlly chosen from a number of candidates
becsuse he seems to be the ons having the highest qualifica-
tions, while the county superintendent is too often sifted out
by the whirligig of politios, with reference to such availability
alone, or in order to balance the tickei. The tendency mani-
fested in many states (o require some gualifications as to char-
acter, scholarship, snd experience from the candidate who
aspires to the offiee of county superintendent, Is one of the
most hopeful signs of improvement in the nature and eficiency
of rural school supervision. The provision of the Iows law
which requires the county superintendent to hold a first grade
vertificate or a paper from the state board of examiners is a
stop in the right direction and meets with the hearty approval
of the educational publie,

The country schools noed a supervision which in its entirety
and in its wholesome effocts challonges tho respect and support
of everyone who is interested in the welfure of the schools.
They need a supervision which is broad in its scholarship with-
out being shallow. The supervisor should make no pretense of
lenowlng everything, but he must be well grounded in those
studles which enter into the rural school eurriculum. He should
have s varied and successful experionce in this kind of work
befors he enters upon the duties of his ofice, in order that he
may be able to devise and execute plans looking 1o the best
education which it is possible for thess schools to afford. A
mnn may know the entive process of manufacturing Bessemer
steal and not be & good blacksmith; he may be an adept in the
sciences, or at home in languages or literature, and yet not be
able to manage s school of forty puplls; so he may bo s most
excellent disciplinarian, and an exceptionally good instructor,
and be lacking in the gualifications necessary to success us &
supervisor of a system of schools. In selecting a suitable per-
800 Lo oversee & system of rural schools, in addition to & reason-
able education and & clean personal character, we should look

]
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for power of sdaptability to circumstances and ability to dis-
cern the fitness of things, so that he may accomplish all that
which is possible without attempting the impossible. The
integrity of his heart, the nobleness of his aim, the honesty of
his purpose, should be so patent in his life as to render him
secure in the respect and eonfidence of all with whom he comes
in contact.

Wae regret that the office of county superintendent must for
years to come be political in its nature, but the officer himself
should be a politician only in the highest and broadest sense of
that word. The time will undoubtedly come when polities will
be eliminated from the election of school officers. Until then
we must make the best of circumstances and elect to the office
of supervisor or superintendent persons who carry their con-
science into their work, and who, therefore, will when inducted
into office regard in its fullness their official oath. Such men
of either party will conduct themselves as citizens and not as
partisans, and will discharge their duties looking only to the
highest welfare ol the schools,

The person who is chosen to act as a supervisor of rural
schools must himself be a thinker as well as a student, and must
be able to incite others to think and study. In the isolation of
the eountry school, the teacher too often has no ideals and con-
requently no ambition. It is the business of intalligent super-
vision to suggest these high ideals of work as the end which the
teacher must aim to accomplish. Time is often wasted by the
supervisor in suggesting new methods to teachers who have no
idea that there is any betier way than they have been doing
since they obtained their first certificate; he might as well whis-
per the news of the day in the ears of the dead. I would rather
have in a teacher one divine spark of originality, lightened up by
enthusissm and zeal in her work, than all the knowledge that is
contained in a thousand pages of the dead lore of the past. The
supervision needed in the rural school is one which inspires
energy, enthusiasm, and zeal; which awakens a desire io know
the best; which says, *come, let us study, let us think, let us
reason, let us discuss.”” Such supervision opens the doors and
the windows that the light of nature may come in, drives out old
iraditions, and ushers in the reign of intelligence, knowledge,

- humanity, and love, which characterize the new education.

‘The influence of & refined, cultured scholar in the person of

thempenlmrisnotwheimt sight of. Bometimes he is the
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only medium through which bright pupils receive an aspiration
which awakens a desire to attend a school offering larger advan-
tages. The supervisor has o three-fold function. He examines
in order that he may test the posseision of knowledge on the
part of teacher or pupil; he inspects that be may in a
measure ascertain the quality of the work and comtrol or
organize the mabagement; he supervises in order that as an
adviser and friend he may point out errors and suggest reme-
dies, encourage honest efforts, and welcome signs of improve-
ment in methods of disciplive or instruction. The true super-
visor is much more than a tescher. It is only by regarding
each of these functions that the supervisor may bring his work
into socord with that of the teacher and the pupil, and thus
unite for a common purpose all the interests of the school.

Formerly the office of supervisor embracédd that of examiner
of teachers alone. There are many countics even now in which
the fiiness of the teacher is determined by the per cents recorded
against her name. This has led to a great evil, in that it induces
teachers to study for marks. They study questions, not sub-
jects, and test themselves by the number they can answer. As
s econsequence the rural school teacher becomes exceedingly
narrow, having little depth of knowledge, or breadth of founda-
tion upon which to build her work. She does not cultivate
habits of study or invasﬁgstion Oaly an independent thinker
can make an ind t b Enthusi in pr ti
knowledge is born of enthusiasm In pursuit of lmowledga Thn
prevailing methoed of examinipg teachers, as the only test of
fitness for their work, is an exeoedingly isgenious device for
enabling them to conceal their ignorance.

The need of the school is a supervision which can reach
1 th this lated muss of rubbish, and judge the quali-
fications of the teacher not alone for what she knows, but rather
by what she can do in the schoolroom. The teacher who has
crammed for the examination ought to be detected and rejacted
as surely as the one who fails to meet the prescribed standard.
To give the rural school the needed supervision, the supervisor
must know what is the criterion of a good teacher, and the ele-
ments of good teaching. He must possess the ability to select
the teachers whom he commissions not only in accordance with
the results of the examination, but having regard to breadth of
knowledge as evinced even in the answers to technical ques-
tions. He must be guided not alone by a system of percentages,
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but by her evident ability to stamp the impress of her character

her school. He must endeavor to determine the question,
«+ What will be the influence of this teacher over the pupils, and
in the community at large?”

The supervision of rural schools should bs made to include
the duty of awakening public concern, and of strengthening the
entire tone and trend of thought as it is directed towards the
promotion of educational interests. This is o new field for
supervision, and one in which it ought to achieve most benefi-
cent results. The supervisor of rural schools should be
acquainted with the material resources of his district. He
should not only know what constitutes good farming, the graz-
ing interests, the dairy, the rotation of crops; but the prevail-
ing industry of that region should be so familiar to him that he
can converse intelligently with the inhabitants and convince
them that he knows something besides books. The object is
not alone to gain an influence over them but to bring the school
into touch with the home life of the community about it. For
this reason the supervisor should make himself well acquainted
with the prevailing conditions of the wage-earners of his terri-
tory, in order that the instruction of their children may com-
mend itself to them as sensible and as caleulated to meet their
present and prospective wants. New thoughts, better methods,
live matter, and stronger incentives must come to the country
school through the efforts of rational supervision. The dawn
of a new educalion for these schools will break over the hori-
zon as soon 83 we can bring to the aid of the teacher the light
of science and the knowledge of common things.

The teacher must have great latitude; she must be herself a
lover of nature in its various forms, and be able to interpret the
language of rocks and trees, and flowers; the running brook,
tha snows of winter, and the fruits of autumn. The wise and
intelligent supervisor aids and encourages her and her pupils
and commends her work in these new lines as he does that
included in the regular school curriculum.

The supervision needed by the country school must concern
itsell also with school extension, lectures, and libraries. The
county associations musy be supplemented by meetings of the
directors and parents for consultation and advice. In these the
Wmuﬂththemwingsplrlt The isolation of the
‘country school can be broken up through the influence of these
mﬁngn. The establishment and maintenance of good roads
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must find in the supervisor a ready and popular advocate.
TUnder the stimulus of his influence the rural school grounds
should be made attractive and the school buildings neat and
convenient. There are instances on record in which the work
of one man has chaoged the educational aspect of a county, but
he had first to gain the confidence of the people, and they
responded by electing and re-electing him for a long series of
terms.

The supervision needed by the rural schools must be intelli-
gent and rational, It must abound in common sense, be able to
adapt itself to ciroumstances, be sirong, manly, and vigorous,
so that the character of the supervision shall commend the wis-
dom of the supervisor. There must be added also an element
of permanence in office, so that the supervisor may feel that he
has time in which to work out his plans, and to demonstrate
the wisdom of his plans. The term of office should in no case
be less than four years. The supervisor must be kept in the
fleld every day of the school year, when it is possible, He
should have all the clerical help he needs, but the worst use
that can be made of him is to keep him in the seclusion of his
office, at work over papers and reports. The vacations should
not be entirely free from field work, for then he should be with
the people and school officers, looking after school grounds,
advising the directors or trustees in regard to the repair and
improvement of buildings, or the erection of new ones, consult-
ing with them as to the choice of teachers, the text books most
suitable for their schools, and the general educational interests
of the district.

The supervision which I have attempted to mark out is that
of a live, enthusiastic man in sympathy with edueational prog-
ress, in toueh with the common people, consecrated to his
work, who thinks no sacrifice too great, no labor too severe,
‘when made in the esuse of the common district school.

THE ONE THING NEEDED IN OUR SCHOOLS.

The edoeational spirit of our people is most excellent. They
pay their school taxes, which are sometimes heavy, with but
little grumbling. Still we hesitate to provide any additional
means for training teachers for their work. In our scheols
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to-day are nearly 4,000 teachers with no experience; 4,000 more
are there with an experience less than one year, 15,000 appli-
eants fail to obtain anything higher than a second grade cer-
tificate, and still we hesitate.

Ilinois has four state normals, Wisconsin seven, Minnesota
four, Missouri four, lowa one; and still we hesitate. In each
of the four biennial reports which I have had the honor to sub-
mit, I have called attention to this matter. Every other incum-
bent of this office has done the sams. The people of lIowa are
ready for it; the teachers of the state demand it. They are
ambitious; they are sensible of defects in their methods and in
their education; they appreciate the magnitude of their work
and ask at your hands additional means for preparing them-
selves for it.

Of the 550,000 children enrolled in our schools, three-fourths
of them are under the care of teachers poorly prepared for
their calling. Their demands are the most urgent of all
because founded upon justice. The cries of the children com-
pelled to waste the years of their youth under the care of
teachers who misunderstand the child, who fail to comprehend
the end and aim of education, who have no ideal worthy of
being placed before their pupils, are enough to pierce the ears
of the deaf or to waken to sensibility the hearts of the dead.
If we hesitate to burden ourselves with additional taxes, may
we not also hesitate to burden the next generation with an
ignorant populace? This question of better preparation of
teachers for their work touches the very heart of our educa-
tional system. The manufacturer recognizes the principle for
which we contend when he employs skilled labor as the most
economical. We employ the most skillful doctor to care for
our sick, the most competent attorney to plead our case before
the court; we look for learned and eloquent ministers to fill our
‘pulpits. More than this, the man is selected to care for a val-
uable horse who is especially adapted for that work; an archi-
tect must give evidence of his ability in that line before we
entrust him with the erection of an expensive building. Ought
we not to take equal cara that the education of our children is
‘committed to those only who have made themselves skillful in
their calling? 1 venture to quote from the report of the rural
‘school committee submitted at the last meeting of the national
ussociation. It seems to be applicable to our wants in Iowa:
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It is evident that for the fittlng preparation of teachers for the rural
school some sgency is needed intermediate between the brial conventlon
or Institute snd the normal school, with 1ta two or four-years' course, so
{ar beyond the reach of the majority of rural school teachors, What shall
it be?

Several facts must be kept in mind in the selution of the problem: (1)
A large proportion of the teachers of rural schools cannot afford the timo
and expense of & two-years' course in & normal school. (2) The receipts
from employment in the rural school undor present conditions do not

te one for the exy of & normal school course. This is a simplo
matter of business, and sentiment will not change the facts. (1) Othercon=
ditions remainiog the same, attendance at n school is in an laverse ratio to
the distance botween school and home. This is especially true for a short
ouUurse.

To moot these conditions thore s needed u normal training school with
& short course of study, The place—s village which will give over lta
sehools to this normal tralning school for practice schools, Thess practice
wohools, organized as primary schools In one room and we grammar schools
in another, will show what can be done with schools in the simplest form of
gradation. For a part ol the course all the grades should be brought
together to {llustrate the work of the ome-teacher school; much work as
should be done in the nngraded school. A faculty of five or six good tesch-
ors, Including peactide school teachers, would suffice for such s school.

This the genoral organizatlon—what the work? Treatment of mutter
essenilal to good tenching would be g led on simple fund: 1 prin-
alples. Deficlencles In education would be supplemonted by sound tesch-
ing; principles of teaching and of sohool management would be taught sad
{lustrsted. Many might learn to do well what they had never done st all;
most would learn to do better what they had doce poorly. From these
sohools would come many stadents for fuller courses of tralning sod w still
wider nsefainess.

This plan In Ita development would give n system of district trainlog
schools, analogous to the county model schools of Ontario and the tralning
schools of Quebec and Manitoba, with & course of study and training of ooe
year, the first hall of which should be mainly academie, for those who need
this praparation, the second half malnly professional, the work so planned
that those of more advanced scholarship need take ooly the oourse of the
socond ball year,

WASTE IN SCHOOL EXPENSES.

When times are hard and people feel the necessity of econ-
omy, the first step, generally, is to reduce the teacher's salury.
When that. is done hhe public seem to feel tha. the school at least
is conducted on k prineipl It is a glaring example of
false economy to save money by curtailing the educational priv-
ileges of the children. But aside from this, there is room for
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great improvement in the financial management of the school
funds, There is a carelessness which in many cases is exceed-
ingly calpable in the manner of keeping accounts and in not
being able to show for what the money has been expended.
Often the treasurer is ignorant of the first principles of book-
keeping, and canuot in any way make an intelligent report.
Every treasurer who has the disbursement of school funds should
be obliged by the law to take his books at stated times in the
year to be audited by the county anditor. The auditing should
be an actual close examination of the books. Care should be
taken to see that the amounts secured from any source are prop-
erly entered and that they have been properly expended or
accounted for. When the treasurer settles with the board, as
he should do frequently, the board should not only look over his
hers, but he should be required to produce the cash on hand.
'[‘he amount lost through dishonesty is very small. Our school
officers are generally men of integrity, but there is great need
of introducing business ways into the management of school
finances. The purchasiog of fuel and supplies should be
entrusied to one man and when the district is of any consider-
able size, mpewnt bids should be asked for, and the contract
let to the 1 r ible bidd The distriet should obtain
betler prices than a.ny individual purchaser.
It is a desirable qualification of a principal or superintendent
that he should know something of business. I do not atall
agree with a class of school men who assert that the only busi-
ness of the teacher is to teach; and the only business of the
superintendent {s to supervise the teacher. Each teacher ought
to be as careful that no supplies are wasted as though she paid
for them out of her salary. Every superintendent ought to be
g0 well acquainted with the business affairs of the district as to
know what the board can and cannot afford to supply, so that
it can depend upon his advice. Sometimes things are very
desirable which for the time being are not expedient. In such
cases boards and te s ought to prudence and com-
mon sense. We expend in Towa for our schools $5,000,000 in
round numbers. Iam convinced that the state superintendent
of Maine is correct when he says: * We do not need to raise
more money to maintain public schools of a standard grade, but
_nmdamn;v intelligent expenditure of the funds used for
3 ]
_If not a waste, it comes very near to it, for the bosrd of
Zw to levy a tax which raises more revenue than the

- .-—"""
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necessities of the district actually demand. A small balance
on hand in each fund may be desirable at the close of the year;
it is better than a deficit. But usually the aggregate amount
kept on hand by the different treasurers in the state approaches
three and a quarter million dollars. This is two million dollars
more than is necessary to meet any emergency likely to oceur.
It benefits the treasurers at the expense of the people who con-
tribute the money. The attention of school officers has been
called to the injustice of this, but the smount on hand does not
decrease from year to year. If there is no way of reaching this
custom through the law, the sense of right and justice ought to
compel & board composed of high minded men, not to make the
tax levy any higher than the good of the schools demands.

HORACE MANN.

On May 4, 1806, occurred the centennial of the birth of
Horage Mann. This depariment thuught it most fitting the
day should be remembered and issued the following circular to
the schools:

1796, HORACE MANN. 1594,
MAY 4

m nmuml-n\ a! pnhlln instruotion for Towa desires to eall the
1 public, and of all frionds of education, to the
MMMIIIM contannial year of the birth of Horace Mann., He was

‘born In Massschuseits, May 4, 1708, As & friend of the common schools

and o8 & ter of populur Amerioa has not produced his
equal. His name s sfized to the report of the commissloners appointed in
1850 to vevise the school tawe of Town, That report wus very Iargely his
work, and breathes his spirit ln svery sentence.

We most enrnesily recommend that the flag be displayed on May dth
from every schoolhouse that possesses one. 1t will be § mostfilting tribute
to his memory from those In whose Interests he spant his life. We also
ssk county superintendents to devole one-hal! day at the summer Institute,
to the study of the life, character, asd schlevements of Horsce Mann.
This will prove an exercise caleulated to insplre teschers with rencwed
zoal In thelr work.

The worda of thisgroat man sre trus now as they were when he uttered
them:

“In & soclal and politleal sense, ours 1s a free school system. It knows
no distinotion of rich and poor, of bond and free, or betwoeen those, who In
the lmperfect light of this world, are secklog through different avenues, to
reach the gate of Heaven. Without money and without price, it throws
open its doors, and spreads the tablo of Its bounty for all the children of the
state. Like the sun, it ahines not only upon the good, but upon the evil
that they may become good; and, like the raln, its blessings descend not
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only upon the just, but upon the unjust, that their injustice may depart
from them, und be koown no more.”' Very cordlally yours,
HENRY SABIN.
March 10, 1896,

In accordance with the above, most schools displayed the
flag and in the larger places appropriate exercises were held.
In the exercises of the annual institutes during the following
summer the attention of the teachers was called to the value of
his work for the common school.

In 1858 Governor Grimes appointed Horace Mann, Amos
Dean, then president of the state university, and F. E, Bissell,
of Dubuque, a commission to prepare a system of school laws
to be presented to the next general assembly. Mr. Bissell, for
some reason, was unable to act, and the work devolved upon
Mr. Mann and President Dean. The following letter written
by the late President Gilchrist, who was then atthe head of our
state normal, throws much light upon the subject of Mr, Mann's
influence in preparing the school law.

Towa STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,
CEDAR FALLS, May 21, 1884,

Eprror oF REGISTER—I have just read in this morning's Register the
artlole, * Horace Masn; Lhe extent of his influence upon the public school
system of lows,” and I cannot resist the temptatlon to make koown &
reminisoence of my own copnected with this subject. It was while I was s
student wt Antloch college, of which, as you well know, Mr. Mann was
presid that the lon came to blm to prepare a system of school
inws for lown. Ha felt very much honored. 1 had occasion to call on him
at his study and found him busy writing. The business on which I called
was soon settled, and he remarked in sut as foll *[ nm engaged
to-day in preparing o report to the legislatura of lows and formulating &
body of school laws for that new western state, having been Invited to do
&0 by the proper authoritles. I take great pleasure In preparing this
report, for 1 am back again st my old work of laborlng for the common
#chools, This grand, now state will not have any of the prejudices and old
habiw to d sgainst as M 1 had.”

At & receptlon of the students given by him a few dayw later, he was
conversing with a group of young men on political questions, in those days
#0 axolting, and to give polot to some remark, he showed us a letter from
Charles Sumner, then In Parls, seeking medioal ald for his restoration to
health aftor the blows Inflicted by Brooks Io the senate chamber. “Ah,"
eald he, *but for the muss of thick, curly halr that Sumner wears, Brooks
would bave been a murd " Then turning to his desk and takiog up &
Tow shests of paper, bosald: **This is what we are doing for lows. Young
men, those of you who may live thirty years will see that state the greatest
In the union, becavse shie 1s beginning In the right way, laying broad plans
for the educatlon of the masses.” We then Inguired about the features of
ﬁ!mhm submitting, and I well rememher the emphasis he gave

=
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to the following: The township as the unit io school sdminlstration, teach.
ers’ Institutes, the counly superintendency and normal schools. Being the
founder of normal schools In Massachusetts and in the Unlled States, he
ocould not overlook a provision for them in his report

I cannot take time to make any refloctions. Great as Towa ia, would sbe
not have been greater had she adopted tho system complote as reported by
this man, st that time the most emioent in the country for educational
statesmanship? But, then, the people—systems cannot go faster than the
people go. [owa was not ready then for this perfectod systam, and is hardly
ready now. To prepare for an lows thirty years In the luture, greater and
nobler than she fs now, you must lay the foundations to-day ln the minds
and hearts of the children, Very truly yours,

. J. . GILCEHRIST.

Three things conspired to render Horace Maun immortal; his
indomitable will, his great intellect, and kis yet greater heart,
every throb-beat of which was in sympathy with the great
heart of humanity about him. Horn, like Abraham Lincoln, of
the common people, cradled in poverty, aud nursed by toil,
like him Horace Mann mado the adverse circumstances of his
youth steppingstones by means of which he reached af length

“god's plan—
And messare of & stalwart man.”

He is the one grand central figure in the group of educational
reformers of his day; the one great commoner, who, with
unfaltering heart and sublime cournge lifted up the bauner of
the common school, and gave fresh lifeand new meaning to the
democratic doctrine of popular education. With the tenderest
hopes for humanity in its lowliest guise, with fullest sympathy
for the oppressed and the ignorant, with unlaltering faith In
the wisdom, the justice and the love of God, Horace Mann con:
secrated himself, mind, soul and body, to his chosen work. No
labors wearled him, no daugers appalled him, he counted no
details as too tiresome. Nothing stood between himand life in
the humblest cabin in the state. No pride of place, or wealth, or
power, separated him from his race. The universal fatherhood
of God and the universal brotherhood of man were linked insep-
arably in his mind. It is in vain the nation builds a monument
to such & man. The brass corrodes, the marble crumbles, the
canvas fades. Dut he, who like Horace Mann, builds his life
into the lives of the people, shall be like the cedars upon Lebanon
which abide forever,

* Btately snd bempest worn,
To show how aatare triumphs over tme.”

Horace Mann was distinetly an American. He believed in
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American institutions, in American schools, and in having the
children in the publicschools become worthy American citizens,

We talk of enriching our courses of study. Every year sees
another straw added to the load of the patient, overburdened
camel. When his back will break is only a question of time. [
may stand alone in this opinion, but I speak the convictions of
my heart when I say that the tendency to overload and crowd
the intellect of the child at the expense of his moral and phys-
ical nature is eriminal in the extreme, and must result disas-
trously in the end.

Horace Mann says: *‘I find that for one man who has been
ruined for want of intellect or attalnments, hundreds have par-
ished for want of morals. And yet with this disproportion
between the causes of human ruin, we go on bestowing at least
a hundred times more care and pains and cost in the education
of the intellect than in the cultivation of the moral sentiments
and in the establishment of moral principles.” The course of
study in the schools needs enriching on the side of the heart
rather than the head. Itshould be enriched with great thoughts
and noble sentiments drawn from the wisdom of past ages.
More than this, it should be enriched by the cultivation of those
everlasting principles of right, justice, honor, truth, which are
the foundation of the American state, and in the inculcation of
which lies the only sure safeguard of our American homes.

COMMITTEE ON RURAL SCHOOLS,

In 1806 the educational council under the auspices of the
national educational association made the first attempt which
has been made in this country to investigate the conditions of the
rural schools, and to devise ways and means for their improve-
ment. Acommittee of twelve was appointed of which the super-
intendent of public instruction for Iowa was made chairman.
Two years were cccupied in the work, and the report of the
committee consisting of a volume of 228 pages was submitted at
the meeting of the association at Milwaukee in July, 1897,
‘Already Michigan has taken steps to place a copy of this report
inevery school district in that state. The school commissioner
of Georgia incorporated the entire report in his last report to the
legislature. New York has taken steps looking to publishing
an edition of several thousand copies for the use of school officers.
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T have incorporated in the appendix to this report the conclu-
sions reached by the different subcommittees. They embody
the results of careful research and investigation on the part of
men who have for years taken an interest in the subject, These
conclusions embrace more even than that, for they were reached
after correspondence and consultation with county superintend-
ents and men who have had practical experience in teaching
rural schools,

While it Is not probable that this report will afford a complete
solution of the rural school problem, it is regarded as a long step
in that direction. It is also a unoticeable fact that at the late
meeting of the national association at Milwaukee, for the first
time in its history, one entire morning was devoted to the dis.
cossion of the country schools. If the fi of the state
would permit, lowa ought to follow the example of other states’
and print an edition of this report sufficient at least to supply
one for every district. 1 have no hesitation in saying that I
believe it would prove a wise expenditure of public money.

THE RURAL SCHOOL AND THE FARM.

There is in process of evolution & distinet plan to render the
conntry school more nsefal by bringing it into closer touch with
the life which surrounds it. It has reached a much more
advanced stage in other countries thau in our own, but it is
attracting more attention with us as the necessity of it becomes
apparent. The French minister of publie instruction says:

A tesocher should never forget that the best way to make a workman love
his work ls to make him understand it. The end to be attalned by elomen-
tary Instruction o agriculture (s to give the greatest namber of children 1n
rural distriots the koowledge Indisy ble for ling a book on
agriculture, or attending on agricultural meeting with profit; to lospire
them with the love of oountry life and the desire not to change it for the
city or faotories, and to | the truth that the agricultural pre-
fession, the most Independent of all, is more remunerative than many
others for industrlons, intelligent, and well-instructed followers.

It is not necessary to malce the pursuit of mgriculture more
honorable. Nothing can do that, The tiller of the soil is king
among laborers. Something, however, can be done to make
the farm as attractive as the eity and so keep the boy content-
edly at home, He can be convinced that the avenues to prefer-
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ment, to position, or wealth, lead out from the farm as well as
from the store or the office.

The men in active life to-day who remember their childhood
with the greatest pleasure, are those who, when boys, were
brought into closest contact with nature. They can recall
every foot of the old farin, the brook from which they caught
the finest trout, the names of the birds which sang in the woods,
and the windings of the old road which led to the village or the
schoolhouse. A majority of the men who are to-day leaders in
the political world, men eminent for their literary eulture, for
their scientific attainments, for their success in business, are
the product of farm life. The very fact that they had the
chores to do morning and night, that their help in the field was
required when work was pressing, that their efforts ministered

 in some degree to the happiness and welfare of the family, gave

them a solidity and manliness of characler which has served
them in the arduous toils and struggles of along life.

We eannot afford to forget or discard the influence which the
boys and girls from the farm will exert in future years.
Besides, we must take into account the changing conditions of
farm life. The intrc duetion of hinery as an aid to the
labors of the husbandman calls for skilled labor. Once the
farmhand, who could swing the scythe or handle the hoe, was
in demand. Now, to secure the highest wages, he must under-
stand something of the complicated machinery of the reaper,
the mower, the sell-binder, the cultivator, or the gangplow.
The butter is no longer made in the farmhouse kitchen, but at
the creamery. It is necessary for the farmer to know what
breed of cattle will prove most profitable, and how to feed them
50 as to obtain the best results. One of the largest farmers in
the state & year or two ago sold off nearly all his stock in the
early fall at a large discount because of the failure of erops
occasioned by the drought. He afterwards said to me that he
could have wintered every animal he sold if he had known how
to utilize that which he had been accustomed to throw away as
refuse. To know how to utilize the waste is to add just so
much to the profits of the farm.

There are two questions of paramount interest—how to make
the knowledge obtained st school of use on the farm, and how
to make farm life an incentiveé to more earnest work on the part
of the pupils in school. Booklkeeping, as applied to farm
accounts, should be taught. The small margins that are saved

1807.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 127

constitute the great sum of profits in every business. The
study of form and elementary geometry and surveying so that
he may run a line, would be very useful to the farmer’s boy.
The study of plants, the selection of seeds, some knowledge of
solls, the cultivation of all kinds of fruits, especially those
which will best grow in that section of the state, how to make
good roads, the care and ecientific feeding of animals, are but
few of the many subjects which ought to be made more promi-
nent in the rural school currienlum. The time is at hand when
the farmer must open up new sources of revenue. It will not
do for him much longer to depend upon corn or wheat alone.
Dairying, the raising of poultry for the market, the cultivation
of small fruils, how to get the best possible results from the
eultivation of an acre of ground, sre forging their way to the
front very rapidly. The school which conduces most 1o bene-
fiting the furm is best for a rural community. The product of
the country school should be the ‘intelligent, expert farmer.
‘We must remove from agricaltural pursuits the stigma that it
requires less intelligence to manage a farm of 160 acres than it
does to keep a corner grocery.

With the introduction of good roads, and a system of daily
mail delivery at the door of every house, the old-time isolation
which has made farm life so undesirable will conse to exist.
There will then be greater opportunities for lectures and for
homea study. The experimental agricultural station, at Cornell
university, in New York, has entered upon a work which is
worthy our imitation. They term it * extension work in
rural schools,” Their plan is to send out free for the use of
teachers and schools, as well as for other persons intorested,
bulletins bearing divectly upon agricultural work. At the same
time lecturers visit the rural schools for the purpose of inter-
esting and instructing teachers and pupils. The following
exiracts are from an article by Prof. L. H. Bailey, of Ithucs,
New York:

The plsn of effort In this teaching wis to visik two schools durlog the day,
oné In bbe forenoon sod one Lo the aflernocon.  The arcangements wore made
in sdvance with the school commissloner or the trustecs, and the faot that
tho speaitors wars 1o bo at the schoothouse was ordinarily sonounced someo
days In advance, o that parents avd friends conld visit the school st
that time if they chose. The teacher was In every case willlng to omit the

regular exercises for an hour or two, In order that our {ostructors might
take up the work of objeot hing with the child The motive in this

work was to find out just how the puplls could be reached hy means of
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ob, Jesson teschieg, and just how much Istercst they would be llkely to
nn,:t:n In agricultural matters in case it were ever found o be desirable
0 introduce such tesching as & part of the dlstrict school work. The
{nstruotor would first explala the reason for his coming, and glve the school
to understand that no pew text-books were for sale and that no new classes
were to bo required at the haods of the teacher. He thon ordinarily took
up some simple object lesson, It might be, In ane place, a stalk of eorn
which he had 1o hls hand, aod the process of growth of which bhe would
explala from seed to harvest; It might be, in another case, the germination
of & beas or a pumpkin seed; It might be, In anothar oase, the babits or
structure of & potato bug or some other lnsect; It might be, agaln, the
reasons why thers were koots and knot holes In the woodwork In the
schoolhouse; it might be a very elementary talk upon the different plant
foods which are in the soll; it might be, in othor cases, & very briel sketeh,
with charts, of somo fungus; aod so on. Thess exorcises were uniformly
well recelved by both the puplls and the teachers, and thls work has, [
think, awakened more luspiration in the minds of our Instructors than any
other attempt which we have yet made 1o reach the people. The teachers
in the sohools have without pti pe i th Ives as willlng and
deslrous of taklog up some such slmple exercises us & rost for the puplls
two or three times s wool, Il only they themsslves coald be

in the proper mathods of carrying on the work. In order to afford this
{nstruction to the tenchers, we are now proposlng to lssue s series of expori-
mental loallota on objest lossons mnd place thess in the hands of the
teschers.

There i3 no doubt of the neceasity for work of this kind with the children.
The love or satipathy of the farm is sngondered at a very early age lo the
minds of the young. Thia hus besn d uted in these Ootober meet-
ings, whon wo have ssked thoss childron who live on tarms and who still
desiro to do 0 W0 ralse tholr hands, and we almost uaiformly find that the
sumber who desire to lve on farms s far less than those who actually do
live on them. With those children, ranglog from six to fifteen yoars of
age, the question of pecuclary profits upon the farm hes sppealed very
litsle, but they are infl d directly by the envl under which
they are living. These environments must be lmproved; acd, If they are,
there ls every renson to expoct that children will love the conntry better
than the city. We have thought, therofore, that it Is emineatly worth the
while to instill the love of nature and the knowledge of & multitede of
living things in the minds of the children.

The resources of lows are and must continue to be, to a large
extent, agricultural in their nature. Whatever adds to the pro-
ductiveness of the farm increases the wealth of the state; what-
‘ever adds to the intelligence of the farmer's family adds to the
intelligence of the state. This subject is of such vast impor-
tance, us affecting the whole future welfare of the nation, that
the committee on rural schools, which reported at the last meet-
ing of the national educationsl association, at Milwsukee,
‘committed it to n special commitiee. Tho results of the inves-
tigations of that committee will be found as an sppendix to this
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TRANSPORTATION OF CHILDREN TO SCHOOL

A number of states have made definite logal provisions for
oarrying children to school at public expense, under ceriain
conditions. In general these laws provide that woen s school
bas become so reduced in numbers that the expanse per capita
is too great, it may be closed snd the children earried, without
charge, to sush school as the board may designate. Thus two
or three small schools may be gathered into one of good size,
and & competent leacher provided at a fair salary, instead of
two or three incompetent ones at a low salary, thus affording
better instruction for the children at a very considerable say-
Ing to the taxpayers.

Section 2774 of the revised codo makes provision that when
the board is released from its obligations to maintain a sehool,
or when children live at considerable distavce from their own
#chool, the board may contract for their instruction with boards
of other districts and pay the tuition out of the toachers’ fund.
It also provides that whenever it will be » saving of expense
and the children can beitor advantages thereby, the
board may srrapge with any person outside the bosrd to convey
the children to and from school in the same or in another cor-
poration and pay for the same out of the contingent fund.
Thers are many counties in Iowa in which the boards can take
ndvantage of these provisions of the law with great benefit to
tho schools.

In many distriots good schools are absolutely impossible on
nceount of the conditions, With less than ten pupils on the
roll, with irregular sttendancs on the part of the pupils, snd
with two or three different teachers in one year, the progross
of the pupils in their studies is slow and uncertain. The only
way in which to improve these conditions is by consolidating
the schools.

The American people have not yet reached that degree of
clvilization which enables them to spend public money wisely
and so as 1o get permanent results, If nine schools are main
tained where six would answer a better purposs; the money
expended upon the three extra schools is wasted Nipe tench.
ora are poorly paid where six better teachers could beomployed
at more remunerstive salaries and still ssve money in each of
the three funds. So there is a waste if the childron in small
schools are gathered in groups of eight or ton with a teacher to
pay and supplies to be purchased for each school, when under

o
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the law at a comparatively small ezpensﬁ sllaey tc:'a be carried
to o well conducted graded school centrally located. ?

'his matter was very thoroughly aneauga_led by th? com:
mittee on rural schools. I have incorporated its conclusions in
the appendix to this report. It will bear careful study by those
who are interested on the economical side, or in having better

schools at less expense.

KINDERGARTENS.
i schools
The kindergarten has not yet taken the place in our
which its importance d ds. It is a matter of record made

after careful study of results that in the cities the kindergarten
children do better in entering schools than those who have not
received such training. Work is the true spirit _o! the kinder-
garten room; idleness and listlessness have no encouragement
there, Self activity is the keynote to every exercise. Unless
the kindergarten prepares the child for the more formal tasks of
the schoolroom, it must be counted a failure. It cannot be
denied that in many cases the kindergarten has departed very
far from thespirit of its great founder. Especially is this true of
that class of kindergarten teachers who wander in *‘the vaga-
ries of & frivolous and faneiful symbolism” which has no tan-
gible meaning and bears no fruit worth gathering.

Froebel says that *'the province of the kindergarten is to
prepare children for citizenship here and hereafter.” As such
it ought to be a part of the public school system in every city
and town. It has gained headway and is fairly established _in
soveral places in Towa. 1 look for a rapid spread of the kin-
dergarten as its spirit and usefulness becomes better known to
our le.

Immmﬁamﬁonmm leading educators than
it receives. I would not in the leastdisparage the worth of the
high school or the college, but I look upon the kindergarten
conducted in accordance with the spirit and the philosophy of
Froebel as of more importance than either of them.

1t may be truthfully sﬁé.d ho:};evarh;:ﬁt uh; :i]:la;g:rnn

j is changed very largely the ng rimary
w::“aumotmymm. The teacher who breathes the
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kindergarten atmosphere takes to her school patience, endur-
ance, love, reverence for childhood, and that earnest spirit
which recognizes in nature the common mother of all, ready to
give good things to those who ask them of her. The moral side
of the kindergarten has also changed the discipline of the pri-
mary grade. There is no longer a reign of fear from which the
child shrinks. The teacher is no longer a terror with whipin hand
to punish the least infraction of her rules. There are sunshine,
pletures and flowers to attract and to eultivate the child’s love
of the beautiful. Musie lends its charms, and the very games
which the children play are made to convey lessons of good
behayior, and of Just dealing one with another. There is nota
primary teacher in the state who would not be benefited by
knowing more of the kindergurten school.. There are high
school teachers whose usefulness would be increased if they
had a more intimate scquaintance with the kindergarten spirit.
The lata George Howland, for over thirty years connected with
the schools of Chicago, thus defines the New Education:

We belleve In the New Educstion for the spleit of bumsnlty usderlylog
14, overlylog It, lnspiriog it, which makes the child its subject, its untiring
study, 1ts censeless hope; for it truer apprecistion of the child-nature in
it8 realless sagerness, [ts longings mod lte censeless strelvings to acquaint
itself with It powars, (ta capabilitles, and Ita sur dings. Wae belleve
in it especially for the hetter understanding of things and thelr names, its
nicer observation of qualities, and forms Its clearer conception of idoas, and
Its finer expression of thought.

CHILD STUDY.

There are two distinct phases of this subject before the edu-
cational public at the present time. On the sclentific side emi-
nent men are making a careful study of the child’s mind with &
view of ascertaining the most rational methods of presenting
subjects and of imparting knowledge. They are also investi-
gating the relations between the mind and the body so as to
prevent injury to either by the process of education. In this
aspect child study concerns itself with the entire child in his
three-fold nawure of body, brain, and heart; the physical, the
intellectual, the moral.

The other phase of child study is more practical and deserves
the attention of those teachers whose daily work is In the
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n and the primary room. It consists in adspting
l:;:d:igr;ﬁ the school, as far as may be eunsia'ztent with the
general good, to the nature of each individual child. If he bas
physical defeets of any kind, allowance must be m.an_ia for them,
and his position in the school must be such that this defect ?f
sight or hearing may be as little hindrance as ?mibia to his
rogress in his studies. If nature has made him dull in one
branch and quick in another, he should not be blamed for his
dullness nor over praised for his quickness. Not what the
child accomplishes, but what he earnestly attempts to accom-
plish, should be the measure of censure or praise. Cleanliness
of person, orderly habits, polite behavior, ready obedience, &
regard for the rights of schoolmates, are brought to the notice
of the children so as to offend none of the unfortunate ones
whose home life neglects these things, but rather to attract
them to attempt for themselves the beginning of a more humane
lite at home as well as at school.

Child study has a very interesting side also in the attempt
which it encourages to bring the school to the motice of the
parents. The teacher who has the child study spirit takes
every opportunity to cultivate an acquaintance, especially with
the mothers of the children, for mutual advice as to what course
it is best to pursue so that the child may be benefited by attend-
ance upon the school. Child study seeks the co-operation of
the home. This is its strongest characteristic on its practical
side, and commends it, not as a fad, bul as a means of an intel-
ligent understanding of the needs of the child and the best way
of meeting them. .

GRADED SCHOOLS.

There is no question that the schools in our towns and cities
rank well with those of similar grade in other states. Many of
the teachers are graduates of normal schools and colleges and
are well fitted for their work. Principals and superintendents
are men and women thoroughly devoted to the interests of the
schools, sud enthusiastic students of educational progress. We
are, however, confronted with some very serious questions which
it behooves us to treat with careful consideration. The icono-
clast hasataskdifferent from thatof the architect, sinceitiseasier
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to pull down than to build up. The destroyer and the creator have
different missions in the world. Experience is a safer guide
than theory in educational affairs. The landmarks which our
fathers established were the result of careful thought and study
by the men who founded the republic. Any departure from
them should be made with great caution, and only after due
deliberation. Still it is true that the education which the com-
mon school afforded a generation ago, would not suffice for the
present times. Customs and manners change, and the school
must change with them. Knowledge is greatly multiplied and
increased; life has taken on sn intensity of meaning and the
ends of the world are brought togother, The school must adapt
itself to this new order of things. The tendency to crowd high
school studies back into the grammar grades, and grammar
school studies into intermediate grades should not be encour-
aged. The object is not to make room for npw studies, but to
teach with understanding those already in the course, United
States history does not receive the attention which its impor-
tance deserves. 1tshould beintroduced earlier in the course and
some knowledge of general history should be taught with it.
The ability to write aud speak the English language in accord-
ance with the best usage is of great importance. When the
child leaves echool he should possess the art of expressing him-
self concisely, clearly, and intelligently, so that he may not ba
misunderstood. He should be able to write a letter or an article
for the press, which, for orthography, penmanship, and expres-
sion of his wants or ideas is above criticism. He should have
an scquainiance with the best literature of the language, with
a taste for reading and investigation in his leisure hours. The
arithmetic of the school can be abridged in some subjects, but
the place of that portion rejected must be filled with other and
more practical matter, Thestudy of form and elomentary geom-
etry should not be too long deferred. Mensuration, the com-
putation of sress and distances, the bushels of corn or wheat
which a given recaptacle will hold, as much of commereial arith-
metie a8 will make him comprohend more easily the actual prob-
leéms of business when he is called to face them. These are some
of those things which should be emphasized more than they are
in tesching this subject. Additional pains should be taken to
secure rapidity of computation, and correctness of results.
Every new method in arithmetic should be carefully questioned
as to the probability of its power to bring us farther on in our
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endeavors to reduce the time spent upon this subject and to
produce better results.

The pupil should be encouraged to independent analysis, to
use his own processes, but he should be held responsible for
his conclusions. It is very helpful that he be allowed to con-
quer dificulties in his own way, if he can do it intelligently
and absolutely. On the other hand it is equally harmful to
furnish him stilts, that he may make rapid progress, or to pro-
vide for him a crutch when he comes to difficult places. To-
throw out in the primary grades * the hences,” '‘ the whences”
and ‘“the therefores™ in simple computations would undoubt-
edly increase the clearness of the child’s comprehension. The
simple reasoning of the child goes to the result with a direct-
ness from which the teacher may learn a lesson. What is the
use of hedging his way up by a wordy analysis which becomes
in the end & mere act of memory and nothing beyond that?

The reading in the schools is receiving much attention, and
I believe with good results. The efforts of conscientious
teachers to cultivate in the child u taste for the best read-
ing is commendatory. It forms a strong aguinst
the pernicious influence of the vile and trashy literature which
g0 abounds in American society. It is questionable, however,
whether we are making good oral readers of the children in
our schools. I believe that a return to the old-fashioned drill
in pronunciation, enunciation, inflection and hasi. 1d
conduce to giving more power to the person when mllad upon,
85 every one sometimes is, t2 read in public, or in the family
circle. The ability to read aloud, so as to be a source of
pleasure to the hearers, is a most desirable accomplishment.

Promotion of individuals in the grades should be governed
by the interest of the schol Above all things it should not
be governed by an arbitrary standard of reaching a certain per
cent in his studies.

The course of study is the rod or scale which is used to
determine at what point in the elght years’ work (n the elomentary course
a pupil’s work has arrived, 1b should not be used as the Procrustean bed
on which to stretoh the work of the school In order to give unlformity.
(Report of Subcommittee on Iestructon and Diselplive, Committes of
Twelve on Rural Schools.)

~ Seventy-five per cent in arithmetic may mean as much to

one pupil as ninety-five to another, all he can ever get out of it,
snd he should be allowed to go on and get what growth ho can
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from the studies of the next higher grade. A rigid adheronce
to a fixed, unvaryiog rule for promotion, has driven more
large boys out of school than any other assignable cause.

I am not yet willing to class music and drawing ss fads, or
as expensive luxuries. If we cannot afford them in every
grade, then cut them out of the high school, but let the chil-
dren whose education must elose far below that, have the full
benefit of their humanizing, civilising influonce. It is not only
knowledge which the people need, but the gencral culture
which comes from the presence of ' the true, the good, aud the
beawliful.” Reading, writing, and arithmetic alone fall far
below the standard of education needed by u free people. The
esthetionl side of the child's nature must not be neglected if we
expect that the American echoo! will reallze the purposes for
which it was founded. Let our children be tsught to sing, for
often the songs of the people have proved to be a powerful
factor in forming the charscler of the state.

Drawing should be so taught as to have a direct bearing
upon industrial education. Whatever enables the oye to see
the lines of beauty oven in the most common things of life, or
enables the hand o trace upon paper the conceptions of the
brain in works of art, haas 118 utility no less than the multiplica-
tlon table or the list of irregular verbs,

Civies must also, in some form, have a place in our schools,
A knowledge of the duties of various offices, the method of
conducting elections, above all the sacredness of the elective
franchise, and the obligations of the individual voter tocast his
ballot in striet complisnce with the diotates of reason and
patriotism, must be impressad eontinually upoa the children in
our elemantary schools, if we expect to purify politics at the
fountain head.

The problem of the American school is extremely complex
from the fact that we must educate the child so that Le may be
fitted for overy sphere of nsefulness to which the republic calls
him. A lste writor in the Atlaniio expressos it iu these words:

The demooratis sohool must teach the childres that demoerntic nobility
oulls for fAdelity to all forms of duty which d ) oourage, soll-deainl, and
woul, snd Joyal devotlon to the democratlo ldeals of [recdom, worviceshle.
noss, unity, toleration, publiic justice and public joyfulness.
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HIGH SCHOOLS.

Loss than 94 per cent of the pupils who enter the publis
school remain to finish the eighth year. The great proportion
of ttem leave school before the close of the seventh year to
enter the office or the store, or to learn a trade. Of those who
graduate from the high school, but a small per cent enter the
college. It is evident, then, that it Is not the object of the
grammar school to fit the pupils for the high school, nor is it
the object of the high school to it a few for college. It may
well be asked, then, by what line of reasoning can we justify
the maintenance of the high school st the public expense? I
answer, by the same process through which we justify the
whole scheme of public education—the welfare of the state.
The state canrot afford to do anything which will lower the
general average of intelligence among the people. Abolish the
college and auniversity, and the average of intelligence will rest
below the high rchool. Abolish the high school, and the aver-
age will fall below the requirements of the eighth, or even the
seventh, grade. This leveling down process is not in accord-
ance with our American ideas, and thwarts the purposes for
which the schools were established. The fact that the high
schools help to diffuse knowledge among the masses goes far
towsrds establishing their claim for existence at the publie
expense.

A stronger argument lies in the nature of democratic institu-
tions. It is not enough that all men are equal before the law.
Within the limits of the law every man must be permitted tc
pursue happiness in his own way, and to make the most he ean
of himself as God has glven him abilities. To deprive him or
his children of these privileges would result in arraying caste
against caste, class against class, and condition against eondi-
tion. 'T'his is dangerous to liberty in & republic The road
must be kept open wheraby the child of the man who works
for his daily bread can realize the possibilities which are before
him. The progress of the child in the elements of a wider
knowledge has often opened the eyes of parents to the poverty
of their own lives, and brought them to a determination that
their children shall not be deprived of their rightful portion of
the intellectual wealth of the age. *‘The property of the state
must educate the children of tho state,” and g‘n;::aﬂwddom

~ same privileges to all alike. It may be possi we do no
get the best attainable results from public school education, but
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that is as truo of the primary room as of the high school, and
does not weaken the argument that ‘' the fundamental object of
democratic education is to 1ift the whole population to a higher
plaveof intelligence, conduct and happiness.” Yonder granite
monument may crumble into dust; this massive capitol may fall
In ruins; the nation may be blotted from among the nations of
the earth; but whatever we do to enable the child of the hum-
blest cltizan o make the most of himsell, and thus be of the
greatest use to his race, will remain a witness of the wisdom,
the patriotism and the justice of our generation.

The provisions of the new coda place the high school more
direcily than before under the care of the superintendent of
public instrootion. There should be, to make this proyision
effective, nu inspector bo visls these high schools, and pass upon
their courses of study, their methcds, and their fucilitios for
doing the work of secondary schools. Many high schools are
attempting too much; their courses are crowded with studies,
and the instructors while exerting all their powers, are con-
scious of not doing good work. It is slso true that puplls ars
sometimes allowed to take branches which they have not
muturity of miod to comprebend. [n such cases they obtain
nelther knowledgs nor discipiine. Occasionally an ambitious
scholar is allowed to take so many branches st onoe that his
entire timeo at bome is taken up in preparation for recitation sad
he has no opportunity to gain the brosder education of the home
and of home life, which is even more essentinl than that guloed
from books

The high sehool in every community is about what the people
demand. Very often teachers #Fe alive to the ovils I lave
eoumerated but are powerless to help themselves in the face of
public opinion. There can be no remedy for these thigs until
the people come to o full enlightenment of the fast that a knowl-
edge of books slone does not constitute & practionl education.

“We aro entering upon an era of education, the consumma-
tlon of whizh will not be a charity edusation for tho poor, nor a

of some rudiments for the many, still less the cultiva-
tion in dilettante scienco snd artof a proud fow bul the oponing
of u highway to the best snd broadest development of charscter
for the all.”

The high schools of the state are worth all they cost, but
reforms ure noeded in the directions which I have pointed out.
The high school is 100 expensive where it s maintained at the
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teachers and poor instruction in the grades below.
m:mn is the case it should be t.horoughl‘g renovated.
To what point should the high school currieulum extend
ought to be very caref ully considered and settled according to
the wants of the community and with referenc? to the ability
of the taxpsyers o meet the expenses. "I‘here is such a thing
as attempting too much, an extreme against which boards and
superintendents should guard in the interests of good scholar-
ip and true economy.
ahll:l all our schools there is too strong a tendency to hold up a
false standard of success befors the pupils. The things which
make for true manhood and true womanhood, which will con-
tributa to the usefulness of the individual as a member of
society, are lost sight of in the fierce ambition to obtain the
mark necessary for promotion to the next higher class, Agood
recitation is the best which that pupil can make, and its quality
is not affected at all by any arbitrary mark which the teacher
affix to it.

mnga“ for the truth, a spirit of serviceableness, respect for
sacred things, regard for the rights of his neighbor, integrity
in dealing with his fellows, the cultivation of the conscience,
growth of character in the direetion of obedience to the pre-
cepts of the divine law, these are the welghtier matters which
the true teacher keeps continually betore the pupils. It is very
necessary that the next generation should have right ideas of
what constitutes success.

NORMAL INSTITUTES.

Phere is no ceeasion for dwelling upon the benefits ‘which
have acerued to the teachers of the state through the annual
normal institute. While in some cases it has failed to accom-
plish all that it was origin ally intended to accomplish, neverthe-
less the results hava been such as to fully justify the wisdom,
of those who framed the law. There are some changes, how
ever, which should be made in the law governing the institute.
The power now given the county superintendent to appoint the
conductors or instructors should be so limited that he could
appoint only those who hold & paper from the state superin-
tendent or the board-of examiners certifying to the fituess. of:
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that person for the position he desires in the institute work of
the state. Such a provision should be so framed as not to
exclude instructors residing in other states, but rather so as to
invite the best men and women, those most skillful as teachers
of teachers, to work in our institutes, without regard to their
residence. An amendment should be framed so as to prevent
the plan in vogue in some counties of farming out the institute
fund to local teachers as a reward for personal or political serv-
ices. This would not only put it out of the power of the
county superintendent to engage instructors for any other
reason than their evident ability, but it would free him from
the importunities of those who have not been able to demon-
strate their preparation and fitness for institute work.

The money which constitutes the institute fund is, with the
exception of $30 given by the state, driwn entirely from the
salaries of the teachers of the county. It ought then to be
expended for their benefit alone. The superintendent who uses
it to further his own promotion or for personal ends is unworthy
his office and does not deserve the respectof the teachers or the
community.

I have always contended that it is unfair thus to assess the
teachers to support the insti Common justice would seem
to demand that the state should give the teachers’ institute $200
the same as it gives the farmers. At present, however, we
must discuss conditions; what we have, not what we would
have.

To the question what constitutes a profitable institute, Ireply
without hesitation, competent Instructors. "o the question
what is a compptent instructor worth, I reply, he is worth just
what he can command in the educational market, We willingly
pay & platform speaker, from $100 to $200 for one evening’s
talk, and no one considers it extravagant. But then he has
spent years in preparation for his work and in cultivating those
qualities which enable him toontertain an audience. A skillful
surgeon will ask a #500 fee for an operation which occuplies possi-
bly two hours, or even less. But he has spent money and time
and study in acquiring his skill. When we need a surgeon we
always seek the best we can find. A lawyer will take a large
retaining fee, and when the case is finished he does not think it
exorbitant to ask from £1,000 to $5,000 from his client. For
exactly the same reasons, 8 man who has spent his life in study-
ing educstional systems, who has made himself at home in the,
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best methods of instruction, who can bring all his knowledge,
his wisdom, the accumulated experience of years to bear upon
and interest the class of teachers before him, is worth in Iowa
jnst what his taleats can command elsewhere. Iowa teachers
are worthy he services of the best instructors in the land, and
a wise county superintendent will provide them for his insti-
tute as far as his funds will warrant it. My observation coun-
virces me that whenever the teachers in the couaty fully
understand that the institute arrangements aresuch as to intro-
duce the work of men and women who have something to give
worth taking, then they welcome the institute and come will-
ingly to it. Oa the other hand, when they learn that their
instructors are to be those who &re in no ways above them in
talents or ability, who have no special fiiness for their work as
instructors, they will then come to the institute if they have to,
and not otherwise, It is the institute of cheap workers, from
whom they learn nothing, which is & hardship upon the teach-
ers, and not the apparently expensive one from which the
teachers go to their schools full of that enthusiasm which comes
from contact with instructors alive with the latest educational
thought, and rich in their experience as teachers of teachers.

I have repeatedly said to county superintendents that it does
not seem right to me to build up a large institute fund to be car-
ried over from year to year, from which those who contribute
to it gain no benefit at all. It should be expended in length-
ening the institute or in providing a spring institute as is done
in many counties for the benefit of those who are to teach in
the summer schools. At the same time county superintendents
should be held to a very rigid account for the expenditure of
this fund. There is no assigneble reason why the amount
expended for incidentals in many counties should be from one-
third to one-half or more of the entire cost of the iustitute. To
sum this all up I am not able todo it in better form than by
using the words of one of the most able institute instructors in
Iowa:

Tho teacher is entitled to the best instructors that her money joined to
that of her fallows will buy. It ls the duty of her county superintendent
10 go info the market and secure the best talent thas the fund provided by
‘her and her fellows will afford, Theve is no justifieation for rquandering
any part of tho fund merely because it exists, but there s uo cocasion for
‘hoarding i1, because w good institute, one which {s profituble to the teachers
and whose good effects reach Into the schools of the county, costs money.
‘Some county superintendents of whom the writer has heard have squan-
‘dered the institute fand, not by employing high priced talent, but by
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employing lnstructors to pay political debis, and folsting instructors upon
the institute listle better quailfed than muny of the mombars. Such help
is dear at any price, and if the teachers are to have po other, and may not
have the beneflt of the best instruction arallable for the money provided
by their foes, the system would better ba abandoned.

I have reached the conelusion that the graded normal insti-
tate needs reorganizing in the diroction of greater freedom of
choics on the part of teachers in attendance. There should be,
for instance, ome instructor skilled in mathematics, whose
instructions those who are especinlly deticient in that branch
should be ay liberty to attend even to the exclusiou of some
other stady. There should be another whose attainments in
nature study, or in the science of common things, would attraet
those who especially need such instruction. So of history and
geography combined, and of didactics or school management.
The same work of respecling the individual which we are
attempting in our graded schools, may profitably be introduced
into the graded institute. This plan would probably do away
with the graduation of teachers from the institute, In this
respect it would eventuslly be a benefit, inasmuch s these
exercises of graduation give the teachers the fallacious notion
that a four years' course of two weeks cachi year has enabled
them to become finished teachers. In the way indicated there
would be less temptation to take too many branches, aud thus
to do very superficial work as is the case in the majority of
institutes as now conducted. There would then be no occasion
to conduct the institute with sole regard to the examination for
eertificates at its close, which impairs its influence and destroys
its usefulness, The plan has been tried successfully in some
institutes, and is worth trying in others. It is to be noted here
that the tendency to change from one instructor to snother
should not be encouraged. The teachers should make their
choice carefully and then sbide by it.

1t is unfortunate that & falss idea of the purpose of the nor-
mal institute prevails among our teachers, County superin-
tendents are greatly to blame for this. It is unwise in the
axireme io coax teachers to attend the institute by promising
to renew the certificates of all whoare present s certain number
of days. The certificate and the institute ought to be essentially
divoreed. They should not be tioned in the same connection.

The point has been raised that it would be better to abolish the
institutes entirely and substitute normal schools with short
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courses, in sufficient numbers to meet the waats of all the teach-
ers. Whenever lowa reaches that position in educational work,
the institute in its present form would not be needed as it is now,
Nevertheless the time will never come when it will not be neces-
sary to call the teachers of the ty together at least once
each year for mutual consultation and advice, so that they work
as one body for the accomplishment of & common purpose.

There is one other point in conmection with the institute
which I feel compelled to mention. The Institute hus come to
be regarded as a collection of ** school marms " whose interests
are entirely separate from those of the community at large.
Some way must be contrived to break dewn the wall of parti-
tion and restore the institute to its old-time place in the region
in which it is held.

In the beginning the institute ombraced the design of mak-
ing it an educating power in the county. For years it was the
nucleus of an educational revival. Not alone teachers, but
citizens came up to it, and went home filled with that enthusiasm
which is born of new ideas. We must restore the institute to
its original We must bring back the people, the miss-
ing element, and above all things, so instruct the teachers, that
by their school work, and as they go from house to house in
their districts, they may daily inform the people concerning the
true purposes and methods of school education.

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION,

1 desire to re-affirm my belief that the rural independent sys-
tem is anything but a blessing to Iowa schools, The adoption
of the township as the unit of organization would advance the
educational interests of the state many fold. An argument can
be based on the side of economy which cannot be denled. Add
to that the greater efficiency of the schools and the argument
is still stronger. Add yet again the equality of school privi-
leges for all the children, and every reasonable man must bo
convinced that the next great step forward must be the adop-
tion of the township system. Horace Mann stales the matter

strongly when he says:

m?::ommmuuwwmmmbw
out in reference to this sulject is equality of school privileges for all
the children of the town, whether tey belong (o a poor district or a
rich one, a smail district or a large one.”
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INDEX OF REPORTS.

As this is the twenty-eighth bleanial report of this depart-
ment, and the fiftieth year of lowa's stateh d, I have |
an index of the reports of superintandents of public instruction
to be compiled and have made it a part of this volume. It will
be found very valuable by those in our colleges or normal
school who have occasion to refer to the roports, or to anyone
who wishes 10 know the opinion of & former superintendent
upon an important point. This custom of indexing the reports
should be kept up and made & part of the report as often as
evary tenth year.

SCHOOL LAWS,

As the laws affecting the schools of the state have been
rearranged in the new code and in some essenuinl polnts
changed, it has seemed necessary fo print & large edition for
the use of school officers. The following are the principal new
provisions:

The ed ! board of will huve power Lo grant a stste
cartificato or & state diploma 10 u person holding & diploma from » siate
normal sobool or . vortifioute of as high grade from another wiate, The
Mdmh-ntmahohﬂwuwwl-mnmmumh
primary teachers. The law requires that a county superintendont must
bold & first class cortificate, n state eortifl or & state dipl County
cartificates will bo soparated Into olassos or grades undor the discretion of
county superintondents, as formerly, A provislon is made for certifiontos
for two years. At all meetings of the voters voting will ba by ballot. The
Mﬂudmh&uhmmwuuoﬂhmhr!nmy bowrds. In
ali distriots oxcept rural independent school dlstricts the
treasurer wiil ba choson by the slectors. Districts having 5,000 or more

may be divided Into precinets for votlng purposos. In all
m“mmmumwwmmm
ammamm-uuuwmmmu Contlogeat fund 1o
the amount of 925 sunually for sach sahoolroom may be used W purchise

library books, charts, acd app Hoards may contruct
for the transportation of children to and from sohool. The board has gon-
trol af sshoolhoases, wubject 10 diroction from the votors. Attendance in
wchool b hips la not g 4 lly by subdisteict lines, but the
board determines tho school that children shall sttend, The course
study In graded or unlon schools must be app d by the superl d
of pablic Instruction. The providons for changes in boundaries and the
restoration of territory are much stmplified. In bearing appeals, witnsses
may be subpanaed, and provision ls maede by which the expensos will be

e 1
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pald. The costs must bo eutersd up agaiost those taking the appeal, It
brought without ble csuse, or If the appeal is not sustained.

1t is hoped that no attempt will be made to cbange these
laws by the Twenty-seventh General Assambly. They have
#s yet had no trial and no ove is able from astual expericace to
point out defects or to suggest amendments. In fict one great
avil connected with the old edition of school laws was found in
the constant tendency to amend and pateh it, by every succeed-
ing legislaiure until it was almost impossible to interpret it. In
wy opinion it would accrue to the advaniage of the schools if
these laws could be allowed to remain as they are until the
lapse of several years may suggest some radical changes.
These new provisions are all in the line of progress, and I can-
not but believe that they will prove of great benefit to the edu-
cational public throughout the state. There should be some
provision whereby the teachers of the stato and the publie at
large can get copies of the school law for their information. At
present this department is required to furnish copies to each
county superintendent in sufficiont numbers to supply the
school officers of his county, but there is no provision for sell-
ing them to others who may need them for use or instruction.

ACKENOWLEDGMENTS.

More than my thanks, my gratitude Is due to my deputy,
Hon. Ira O. Kling. Fifteen years' service in this office has
given him s knowledge of the school laws unsurpussed by any
man in Jowa. He has an intimate acquaintance with the his-
tory of education ns related to the gradual development of our
school system, which has been of great service to mein the dis-
charge of my duties. For purity of design and honesty of pur-
pose, his official record is without spot or blemish. In the
rovision of the school law he was often in consultation with the
ommittees and was mainly instrumental in securing some of
he most important changes. The published edition of the
rs, the preparation of the notes, and the making of the index,
his skill and labor. He bas been to me a wise
able, loyal assistant, and a faithful friend. Our
elations are soon to end, but a friendship too sacred for
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1 huve had during the last four years for my secretary, Miss
Lilian G. Goodwin, of Cligton. She has performed her duties
o my entire ssisfaction. Not only bas she acted as my secro-
tary, but her labors have partly been as a general clerk in the
offics. In addition to that, she has acted as secrotary of the
board of exawicers, taking entire charge of the fees and keep-
ing track of a large and increas ng oorrespondence. Her
methodioal arrangement of papers and her knowledge of the
spplicants has materially lightened the labors of the examin-
ers.  For her faithful labors und for her self-sacrificing devo-
tion to the duties of the office she deserves this public com-
mendation.

The teachers of Iowa have been my enthusisstic friends, far
boyond my deserta. [ can ouly thank them in words, Thay
ean never know what a tower of strength it has been to me to
Tealize that I was firm in their confidence and r P Like
the shadow of u great rock in the burning desert, like the liviog
Bpring to the lhirsty soul, so have I again and yet again found
rest and strength in the love and support of those with whom
I have been called 1o labor in the great cause of public educa-
tion. Words are wo poor, human speech too barren, to pay the
tribute of affection and regard which I fesl is due to you, my
fellow tenchers of lowa.

‘May the paace of God which passsth all understandiog abide
with you forever.”

Let me not forget to thank the people of lowa. Wherever
1 bave been in their midst they have given me s roysl weloome.
They have apprecisted my labors for the welfare of their onil-
dren, and we have rejoiced together in every token of good
things, in the future, for the puhlic schools.

If 1 could reach the ears of every fathior and mother ln the
state I would plead with them to devise yet better things for
the children. Put lands and stocks and bonds in one scale, and
alittle child in the other ontwelghs them all.  If we could only
break away from these wmporary, transitory things, and real-
ize woat is the best oducation for the child in the light of his
citizenship in & great nation, and in the light of his immor-
tality, how differently we should plan, how differently we
should aet,
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[The tollowing pages woro recelved too late for insertion in its proper pluﬂ. Ivis
oo I portant to be omitted, and we therofors lnsert it here.|

DENOMINATIONAL COLLEGES.

Because this is the semi-ceatennial year of Iowa's existence
as o state, I have desired to give us full a history of her educa-
tional progress as possible. This could nov be considered in
any sense complete without mention of the work doue by those
institutions which are not under direct state control.

These colleges controlled by religious denominations exert a
wholesome influence over the schools in the community in
which ench is situated. The young people go to them for
instruction. There they come in contact with scholarly, eul-
tured men and women, and take to their homes and their schools
a spirit of growth and progress which permeates the entire
region. It adds to their usefulness that these colleges do not
hold themselves aloof from the public school interests, but we
are always sure of their attention and their influence In any
plan looking to promoting the cause of popular education.
The following paper was prepared by Dr. W. F. King, of Cor
nell college, and is given me for publication at my earnest
request:

HISTORY OF 10WA COLLEGES.

The diMenls task has been assigned to me of preparing, lo s very short
time, & brief paper on & very large subjoct.

Fitty yoars ago our beautiful Iowa was overrun by herds of wild gams
udlluﬂn[trlhntﬂlndiul. Many of our citizens have witnesund the
change from that wild nod barbarous condition to the higher civilisation of
to-day. TMmdleﬂhlﬂmrml-ﬂmm Two
dllndthnﬂlbwlu ked by navigable rivers g to commaerce,
‘the virgin soil d by forests | d the mod ..phwndnw-\.
‘and the raliroad which has usually followed the ploseor and sought out the
clties, hore became Itsell u leader of ploneorsand a projector of new citles.

‘But the chief factor In this itlon wis the ob of the people them-

solves, thelr sturdy habits, thelr theifs, their morality and their intelll-

hﬁlmdnwh.lwd had been pisated by more than &
of Oxford and Cambridge, so thowe of lows were estab-
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elvillzation. They have holped mon b0 kuow, to do, and to become  'They
huve guihored from all fields and distributed to all men." Thoess harbine
gors of good rose with the dawn of modern states and they boeeame their
brighlest stars. Every state In Europe, and every state colonized from
Europe founded sad voarishod them.

They even gave spirlt and power 10 conguered and languishing sintes, as
‘was soen in the founding of the Unlversity of Horlin la the nation’s deepest
humillation. After Napoleon had overrun falr Prussls, Frederick Willlam
11 and Humboldt thus lafased new lfe tnto & crushed peoplo and propared
the way for the later triumphs of Blsmarck and Willlam I, oo the plalas of
France Two centaries earller the good prince of Orangs had rewseded
inspired 1o thelr work by the lumlnous pages of history. They saw that
evar slnco 1he dark ages colleges and universitles had been among the lore-
mokt agencies lo developing human capabilities snd In advanclog Ohrlstian

Ahs cltizens of Holland for thelr valor during the Bpaalsh slege by loundlng

for them the University of Leyden. The earapturiag pages of Motley
dasoribe the now joy of that people, a0 lately the viotima of tamine and pes-
m hldi]’ aﬂl’ld {tself with flowers and marched forth midet the

'¥- And has oot the graod history of thas
f.‘lhﬁtlnﬂ lull)' Justifod ‘thotr Joy, ndorned as It has been with a long line
of Nustrlous names for the last three centuries®

In the light of history oo one should be surprised st the educstional
enthusiamn of our young aod vigorous lowa.  Many losplring examples asd
vt stores of knowledge have come to her from older mates. Her front
rank in lieracy is dus partly to the rich heritage of the past, partly to a
froo and boplgoant government, and partly to the luminous epoch which

spans har history (o the last hall of the olosteonth contury; but Ik s due
Illllll, 10 the high character nod educationnl spirit of her people.

The plossers of lows had & passion for education which wud pot slways
wisely controlled. Thay, ke someo of thelr sucoessors, ware carried awsy
by loeal infuences, buoyant bopes and future oeads of & pew aud prolific
atate.

In the early period of rapld il many pr lons Institutions
were projeoted. The very first legislature that met (o the goodly clty of
Burlington, In 1538, -hnolnnm yot u part of \he territory of Wiscon-
sla, showed (t2 senaitiveness to local Influence by chartering in one day,
Jaouary 16, Ilﬂ.mhnthuluumtwlmmaﬂlulm
Inter two coll waro T Th«n wmuuumuumw
learalog, llke some that d, had lons except tholr
chartors and the gl of thele proj 15 ds d that “of the
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disadvantage; and still others, with proper support, may develop nto instl-
titlons of high standing aod permanence. The third and most Important
class have largely passed the period of uncertainty, and are strong and well

d. Their equl dards and work class thom with Lthé bettor
colleges of the older states.

There has been n marked tendency ln our state towsrd multiplication
rather than unification of educational institutions and offorts. This tend-
ency has been marked io both the siate and denomioational colleges, and
for many reasons should be regretted. It has caused divided Imterosta
duplieation of prof # and equlp and In many cases tho atropby of
Institutions. But this multiplication of lostitutions hus niso had offsetting
ad £ More (ties have boen stimulated to local sffort and
publie spirit, and more youths have been turned to higher education by the
nelghboring college. The lnstitutlons wers thus brought nesrer the pople
and made more inter-dependent and co-operative, no one being tempted 10
arrogance by [is enlarged prorog ar overy ing ngth.

The lurge number of lowa colleges makes It impossible, (o the brlef
space allotted to this paper, to give any proper historical trestment to indl-
vidual institutions. Heace they musi be consldored somewhst ia groups
and general charnctoristics,

STATE INSTITUTIONS.

The siato Institutions which properly come under the subjest assigned
wre the stato univorsity snd the agricoltural collegn. They were both
Inrgely alded by grants of lund mude by acts of congress. Two townships
ware granted for the university in 1840 snd In 1862, 30,000 acres were
granted for each and repr ive in that body for the benefit of
agriculture and moohanic arte. These two funds might have been judi-
clously unlted in support of one Institution, but It wes declded to found two.

T'he first legislature of the state established the university lo 1847, and
loented it in [owa Cliy, s compensation for the joss of the espital. It was
first opened In 1856, but was closed throe years afterwards to all but sormal
students. In 1860 {1t was reopened, and enrolled for the your 174 students,
of whom twenty-two were ia the colleglate department. 1o the thirty-slx
yoars since the reorganization the university has made steady, If not rapld,
prog Tho from end nod tuition has beea too small, but
Is pow more generously supplemented by the state. The number of stu-
dents has steadily Increased, till now the 1 d aggreg
1,500,

The faculty is strong and the grade of instruction Is bigh. The follow-

depariments are malstalned: Collegiate, law, medieal, b pathi
modioal, dootal and ph y. The ial equip in the way of
bulldiogs, laboratorles and sclentific collections are very complete. A
mumber of expeditions bave gone out from the unlversity in tho last fow
yoars fo the of blologieal , which have been profitable
‘alike 1o the members and the | I

In 1858 the leglsluture of lows passed an act to establish A state
‘eultural college and model farm:" and the same act provided that each
‘student should in l labor ! hours oach day. The farm

. :ﬁ@e&”m;ﬁnﬂ-m”am The goneral assembly, In

‘sccopted the congresslonal grant, and entersd into contraot to erect
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and keep In repalr all necessary buildings for the college. Al the same
time the college was broudencd &0 na bo Include the hanlc arts as well
a8 agriculiure, snd & more liberal oourse of study was provided. The scops
of ipstruction has boen expanding until it now inclodes eight which
are maloly technleal  Since 1580 tbere bas becs an sopusl congressional
sppropriation for the experiment station which bears directly upon agel-

1 The equiy of the Institution ls extensive and the faculky
sirong. Thess two state Institations have dowe valusble service for the
peaple, and, if they are properly sastalned and masaged, they will be able
1o do far mure good In tha future than In the past.

The other colloges are saturally groupsd upder the denominstions
which foster them. Both tho denomioatiors asd the instltutions under
them will be briofly treated In slphabetical order.

BAPTIST.
1. BURLINOTON UNIVERSITY.

I 1853 the firwy Baptist colloge was foundoed in the olty of Barlinglon,
and was named Borlington univaraily. On the 4th of Jaly, 1857, the cornoer-
stome of the throe-story balldlog (which still stands) was 1ald with lmposing
peremonies The fret catalog was lesund in 1858, and reported elght teach-
wrs and 107 pupile, 1t made litle progress In the next twenty yoars, snd
soon fell 0 secondary grade, and was fnally closed in 1550, This descond-
ing record was lnrgely eaused by lack of resources and the rise of rival
institutions and ‘he excellont public sbticols of the city.

2 CENTRAL UNIVERSITY.

This lastitution was opened o Pells (n 1853, and early attalned an excel-
ot standard of work and atiroted & good body of studests. During the
war its record of patriotlsm was smong the first. One hundred and twonty-
four students, Jod by ouve of the professors, entered the army, of whom
twenty-two fall n the service. The Institutlon seems to bave maintained &
somparatively oven carecr all these years, notwichstanding modernte finas-
clal resources and the prosence of a formidable rival o a nelghboriog olty.

i DpES MOINES COLLEGE.

The University of Des Molnes was churtored lo 1505, After about &
quarter of & century of uncertaln lifo the name was changed to the more

appropriate and modest one of Des Molnes colloge.  The presence of throe
Bag Ileges in the state competing lor funds uod patronage was a disad-
wantage to all. The p d ideratlon of the question of 1
prel hd la at Ing effects aliks upon patroos and schools.
the Baptist state lons med bers of the d inuth

s now olosely affiliated with the Unlversity of Chleago, and has a flne
property and good stacdards of work.
CHRISTIAN,
1. DRAKE UNIVERSITY.

Prior 1o 1680 some of the leading minds ln the Christian charch had
1 d the bilshing of & university ut the capital of the siate. About
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that date s university nod company was organlzed In Des Mol for the
same purpose, and a stroog effort made o t for Oskal llege 1o
Des Moines, whick wae only prevented by an lnjunction sult. But this did
not prevent the transfer of several of the faculty and many of the students
to the now institution at ite oponlog 1o the fall of 1880, The oame of Drake
uplversity bad beon chosen In honor of (s most liberal benefsctor, Gon. F.
M Drake, now the honored governor of the enlth. The Instit
tion s liberally provided with courses of study. Besides five in Hboral arts,
it also offers courses la law, medicine, pharmacy, diviaity, pedagogy, busi-
ness, oratory aod art, Its library, app us and are valuable and
growlng. The steady enlargoment of ita nssets and students bespeaks &
useful and permanoot career.

2. OSKALOOSA COLLEGE.

Owlkeal colloge was din 1861, It made comuendable progress
in collecting ed fonal equip and lo drawing students so loog as it
was the only college of the Chrlstian denomication In the state, but the
ai lous and losses incldent to the starting of the new sohool at Des Molnes
were & serious embarrassment. Sioce then the renewed efforts of friends
and the loyalty of the alumal bave materially incressed the equipments,
endowmaonts and stud The ber of d has been doubled in
the last three years. The dard of soholurship is lod by the
demnnd upon the alumni for professors in toeir alma mater and other
colleges.

CONGREGATIONAL.
1, 10WA COLLEGE.

The Congregatlonalists formed an organization as early as 1837-38 “to
establish upon a firm basis a college for the future state of lows.” Ten
yoars afterward, in 1845, lowa college was opened st Davenport, and in the
period of ten years that followed it had ao aggregate of more thao 1,000
students. At the end of the first decade the college wus removed 10 G
nell. Testroction was begun st Grinnell under the ausploes of the colleg
trustees, in 1856, and tne firet frosh olass was llod in 1861. During
the clvll war, which wess then upon the country, class after class was decl-
mated by enlistments, tlll i 1864 but two wale studeots were left in the
lnstlvation. The retura of peace was marked by the return of students,
now and ald.  **In 1871 the maln bullding was consumed by fire, and in 1958
all the bulldings and were destroyed by a do, the most com-
plete college destruction ever known.” But not & slngle recitatlon was
interrupted, and not & siogle student left any of the college classes, and
elghteen months alterward everything was rebullt bettor than befors, with
a0 additional bullding. Surely such energy and fidelity deserved the sue-
cos which followed. The college now has & flne solentific and literary
equipment, & splondid property snd s strong faculty. It wisely limits work
almoss wholly to L llege and academy A high

3 t the reg
 standard s matntained, with strong courses of study loyally required.

% TABOR COLLEGE.

ism and self-sacrifice characterize the early friends of nearly all
colleges. But the founders of Tabor college soom 1o bave excelled
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all others, They hated intomperance and slavery, but they loved Christian
Joarning and Christian glviag. Thefounders of Tubor colloge hud received
much Laspiration from she work of Oberlin college. Tabor lterary lustl
tute was opened ls 1857, and was developed into Twbor ecllege In 1964,
During this decade the tawn of Tubor was s kivd of storm center for ultrs
politleinns aod fanntical frionds of eduoati The people deoply aympa-
Ahlzed with thelr nelghbors In * bleeding Kansas." John Brown and his
{riends frequently made tholr bome there. A might have been expected;
furisg the clvil war every student who was abie for duty west 1o the froot
Bines the war the college has bad & steady sod useful growih. 1t anoual
snrolment for thirtoen yoars avoraged 211 students. [t bas five bulldings
with falr equipment. In recent yesrs the faculty hes been sirongthenod,
tho endowment Inoreased mnd regulsr college work emphastzed.

BEPISCOPALIAN,
ORSWOLD COLLEGE-

Griswold college, | d ln D port, was founded lo 1850 when the
Tows collega property was purchased. 1t ints of four departments,
occapying four excellent hulldings; the sobool for boys, the schoal for girls,
the collegiale department and tho theologleal dopartment. 14 is designed
10 be the one church collage for the territory betweon the Mississippl river
and the Rooky mountalos, 1t haa s valuable property in roul oatate und
endowment, The boys' sehool Is & fistlng scbool lor college, with military
drill asd lodostrial (nstructlon added The college has the usual four
yoars in arts, and i provided with a good library aod valuable nstural
hissory collections.

FRIENDS,
I. PENN COLLEGE.

Peon college, at Osleal was | d in 1878, under the suspices
of the soclety of Friends. The colloge has taken good rani from the first,
1t has bean fortunste in 1ta faculty sed stndents, and: us o result its alumal,
though young, ave talting good rank. Flve scademios in lown and several
in other siates are directly teibutary to.ibls colloge. The Friends regard
Penn as thelr special sducetlonal lnstitution for the sorthwest.

2, WHITTIER COLLEGE.

Whittler col st Balom, was founded n 1867, In 1871 L gradunted &
d-dlhun:.:'prﬁlmrn Pln,mlanllmmdmméﬂn
and five instructors. 10 1580 & fire * reduced 1o sahos all that could burn.
1t was revived with dificulty in 1557, and |s maintained by sacrifice. s fut-
ure as & college seems to depend on the possibility of stl1l greater sacrifice
by s local friends.

LUTHRRAN.

LUTHER COLLEGE
Luther colloge was founded In 1801, by the Norweglan Latheran synod.

temporarily located at Halfway Creal, Wi, 1a 1862 {s was removed
:hmwwumnumm-m The
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maln building, 52x170, was destroyed by fire in 1889, but a new building,
equally imposing, was erected within & year on the enme foundation. The
type of the college Is literary rather than scientific. The students are
given a fair knowledge and appreciation of the chief largusges and litera-
tures of ancient sod modern times. A ecautlous and conservative policy
seoms to characterize the entire Institutlon. It has u faculty of ten profes-
sors and teachers snnd & body of 200 students.

METHODIST.

1. OORNELL COLLEGE

lowa conference semloary, located at Mount Vernon, was organized in
1553, and was & growlog school t111 1857, when a college charter was seoured
aud the name changed to that of Cornell college. The annual enrollment
bad increased to 325 at the opening of the war, bat under & strong patriotie
feeling, college enrollments gave place to those of the army, untll every
able-bodled student of legal age had disappeared. Of thess student soldiers
ten were made leutonante, six adjutants and ten captains, From the close
of the wur to the present the college has had u rich endowment of students.
‘Women have been admitted on the same terms s men, both ss students
and teachers from the first. Indeed, this Is belleved to be the first college
In the country that elected & woman to a professorship with the same rank
and salary ss s man. Great oare has slways been exerclsed in the selection of
the faculty, and they sre retained as long as possible, and as a result the
polloy and work of the college have been continuous and effestive. For the
last twenty years the male students have had the benefit of milltary drill
under a government officer. The institution has alwaye emphssized the

peclfi ge type and colleginte work as the unrivaled means of produc-
ing capable and cultl d men aod The college has five buildings,
exoellent literary and scleatific appll a strong h i faculty,
and high standards of work.

2. 10WA WESLEYAN UNIVEHSITY.

This institution st Mount Plessant was incorporated io 1855, but was
the lineal descendant of the Mount Pleasant collegiate institute, which had
been organized eleven years before. The institution has had many strong
men in its faculty and at its head, and it has made an honorable and usaful
record. It has several different departments, including pharmacy, snd four

in engineering, besidea the ical !

g 11 J prep y and ool
leglste work. A G ilege s closely ted with the lnstitution,
though distinet in g Se 1 new bulldings have been added in
recent years, giving dati for 1 lines of work,
including 1 hemical and Ineering laboratories. The past

highand useful careerof the college foreshadows an increasingly successful
future.

3. MORNINGSIDE COLLEGE.

‘About eight years agoa college was started with great enthusiasm in
munhuwu'r:- -:u_ 1 !m-“-b,mw:

ations and prospects of the city. As a result the University of the North-

4 mmm-tmmm, with & property valued at $160,000. But
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aspiring was destined to early faflure from unfortunate
‘u'___.‘ .::“t;':m‘ id of real estate speculation. In 1804 an
entirely pow institution was chartered under the pame of Morsingside col-
lage, having secured the campos and building of the formor lustitution,
represented at the time to be worth about #25 000. The new Lustitutlon has
& type sod adminlstratlon entirely different from It predocessor. 'l;lho
work of instruction which had been started under the old organization has
boen coutlnued mod greatly Improved under the mew. The t.uehm.;:o
oarnest and efficlent, and the student body {noreasing aod hopaful. o
college haa many friends, and their energy and s 1f snorlfice deserve larger
and more permanent success.

4. SINPSON COLLEGE.

1o 1861 the Des Moloes oonfersoco sominkry wis grganized In ludhnal.ul-
The of the semloary d to Justify the enlargement of tho Instl-
tutlon into & college, which was done In 1867 under the oame of Bimp;olt
centenary college. The word centenary wis dropped from the nma‘-:;d
oral years lutor. At difforent poriods In ite history the ndvancemen ¥
permanence of the collegs have been |eopardized by s divided wntimnnnn
the pateoaizing territory ns to what should be ta suttled 10«:-:13& *, :
Methodists ot Sidney, at Glenwood and st Des Molnes all b r:; :f.-
nepirastions. Thess ugitations, together with changes In the ndminis
tlon and renewed efforts far removal to Das Moines, sarlously omhnrrmedh -
the collegs. In the lust lew years these ugiuu.lun: ‘hu.vn -ufb:l'dod witl i

ly settled conviction that tha college & per
”;:?:::ﬁ :1' this ks hean repewsd confidence and increascd pmperlt!;hni
the tnstitusion, New bulldings and endowments have been wdded and the
anrollment of ssudents lnoreasrd. The college has done much good worlk,
has many {riends and dessrves ao unlnterraptéd and usoful futore.
5. UPPER IOWA UNIVEREITY
sominary was ohartared and opened nt Fayette in 1857, and the name

'llach‘nw :a Upper lowa university in 1858, with corresponding chan ge
In the oharter In 1560, The Institution owes Its origin to the «nwrpﬂ‘::
and libersiily of twoof Town's most public-spirited men, Tts g-roﬂhmw
usefulness for the Iast forly years has abundantly rewnrded thelr

and sell-sacrifics, An earnest kod faborious faculty hus been hmﬂ
to it= work by an incressingly large snd sppreciative body of stu o
With Its five buildings, well provided with applisnces for ednoll-\oﬂ,l
good record, its loyal slumal and its many friends, increasing prosper ty
and nsefoloess is anticipated.

PRESBYTERIAN,
1. (OB COLLEGE. -
o Codar Rapids collegiate institute was organized, m
d: 3"09“‘1 ll:::l :h llege org P‘1 fon in 1841, and m;ﬁvl&t:mn;'m‘::‘llzl;
s In honor of 1ts most liberal benefaotor, Mr. Danie s

3“::3: York, The donation of Mr. Coe bas been supplemented by other
friends, thereby giving the college a fine property in bulldings, oa:::;
ments and equi la colleglate and

e £l
‘been arganized, and the work of insiruction has been successfully carried
on by & competent faculty.
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2, LENOX COLLEGE.

Lenox college, at Hopkinton, {s the oldest Presbyterian college In Iows.
It was chartered as Bowen collegiate institute In 1858, and the name was
changed to Lenox colleglate Institute in 1864. The need for such an instl-
tution was shown by more than 100 students entering the first year.

Lenox sent ninety-two students into the war,

In 1884, the president, Rev. J. M. McKean, entered the army at the
head of a company in which all but four of his college students enlisted.
He and forty-six of his students gave thelr precious lives to thelr country.

Lenox did not claim collegiate rank #ill after 1873, when the curriculum
was revised and extended. The college has been sspecially fortunste in
securing strong men for the faculty, many of whom have, from time to
time, been drawn to higher and stronger Institutions.

4. PARBONS COLLEGE.

Lewls B. Parsons, of Massachusetts, died In 1855, leaving s portion of
his estate for the foundation of s Presbyterian college in Iowa. His sons,
after canvassing the question of location long and earefully, finally selected
Falrfield, where the college was organized In 1875,

Parsons college has had a rapld and vigorous growth. Year by year it
has added to its resources and extonded its facilitics. It emphasizes regu-
lar college work In both classical and sclentific departments. [ts good
work justifies groater growth and prosperity.

* UNITED BRETHREN.
WESTERN COLLEGE.

This college was located by the church of the United Brethren st the
town of Western In 1858, and was designed as the one college of that
d ination in the hwe It was founded as & manual labor school,
with o farm attached, but this festure did not continue many years. On

of the | ible and rural character of the location, und the
proximity of competing institutions, the collage was removed to Toledo In
1881, where & new and beautiful building was ready for occupancy. This
ballding, with all its contents, except the llbrary, was consumed by fire In
1880, but was immediately rebuilt, A liberal number of courses of study
1s offered in order to adapt the work to i of d: The
enrollment last year shows fifty-two college students and 235 in all courses.

UNDENOMINATIONAL
AMITY COLLEGE.

The original idea which led to the foundiog of this college wus that of
YA college of Christian reformers,” which should purchass & tract of gov-
arnment land for families, on & plan that would insure a permanent fund
for an institution of learning, where manual labor should be encouraged
and all ref 'y principles incul d. After 1 1§ wers
sant out in 1853 snd 1854 to search for the best locality, they finally settled
at College SBprings, where this school was incorporated under the name of
‘Amity college " in 1855. The school, which for many years waa only an
academy, was organized on a college basis in 1872, The varlous early
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efforts to develop college life and spirit resuited in & fallure. But after s
time, under the leadershlp of some good men from other colleges, quite an
educational change was wrought. The college {s now aspiring o good
work and permanent useluloess.

In addition to these very brief historieal aketches ol the individusl col-
leges, 1 bave prepared a table as & part of this paper, giving statistics of
seventeen of our leading colleges. The lst of colleges which 1 have
solected for this tablo Is the same one that was given in one of the reports
of & committes of tha state tenchers' nssociation, with the lowa state ngri-
cultiral college added. And the nsmes are given ln the same order &
pr d by that ittoe

The following is the list of colleges which npnswered my guestions: State
university, Cornell, lows, Parsons, Penn, Simpson, Des Molnes, Tabor,
Drake, Luther, Western, Central, Upper Iowa, lows Wesloyan, Amity,
Oskaloosa and Iowa state agricultural,

Each of these colleges has answered 21 questions, which answers [ have
earefully tabulated as follows:
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am s to find that the year 1861 is the average date of founding
all theso colleges, which makes the average age of cach just 38 years.
Qaestion No. 3. The whole ber of former presidents 1s 78, add!
the gmnthmmmm&unmulllima more than 5}
to the college, or an of less than 7 years to each

president.

Question No. 4. The t ber of 1 i in the col-
wa.pnmnhh[m‘lmulmuolunrl:“hmh eol
lege, which Is a pretty good showing
‘Question No. 10 The 5,800 alumnl gives 31} 10 each college. It Is
Mumm«n.ﬂummmmm
education of these 5,805 college alumni. 1f our colleges wore all blotied

qmm,nmma.umnmmwmm

No. 11 mmmummummm
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1 cannot better expross the value of our eolleges, and ineulnull,r the
cordial b of the d branches of our loonl aystem, than

. o closo this paper by quoting, sad thereby reaffirming two resolutions

unanimously adopted, & few years ago, by our state teachors’ association,
which represents all departments of adumlm in thﬂ state:
Resolved, That the noble which p ““ 1 collegos

um-m the horole self-denials 4 :b tinued improved
Lﬁr o hta‘:n“a‘nn the ::m." P f the !llh‘-llll“' and

ﬂ.rtllnlh.‘ o, our

Ived, the muni of the federal and state
ud of state unjm'-h.l-.‘ hina h:e-m ly and

of thase
nwulnm them as the crown sod glory of our public school
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CONCLUSION.

If T have male but few recommendations in this report, it is
because I fully believe that at this present time any radical
changes wounld work injury rather than benefit to the schools.
To strengthen the things which remain, to build up what we .
have already commenced, is the most pressing duty of the hour.

With the close of the present year my official connection with
the school system of Iowa will end. I can truthfully say that I
lay down the burdens and cares of this office without a single
regret. I shall welcome gladly the morning when I can hand
my keys over to my successor and bid him ** God speed.”

For more than a quarter of a century I have been a part of
the school system of Iowa. For eight years I have been in this
office, & longer term of service than has been accorded any of my
predecessors.

If I have not accomplished all that I hoped to, or all that
others expected of me, I cannot be blamed, provided I have
done my best. If T have been slothful and indolent, if 1 have
permitted trusts and combines to prey upon the publie, if I
have not thrown my heart and soul into this great work, if I
have been faithless in any degree to the trusts reposed in me by
a generous people, then I deserve execrations here, and oblivion
hereafter, But if I have siriven with all my strength, if I have
given myself unreservedly to the cause of popular edacation, if
I have counted no labor too severe, no exertion too great, if
thereby I could place the educational standard upon a higher
plane, then it is not presumption in me to cherish the hope that
my name may not be forgoiten when the educational history of
lowa is written.

I tender to my successor, Hon. R. C. Barrett, of Osage, my
best wishes, and ask for him the hearty co-operation of the
teachers of the state.

I commend to you, gentlemen of the legislature, these words
of an eminent writer, when the school law of Iowa was first

-under’‘consideration. They are true now as they were then:

‘'Here for the first time comes a great state, situated in the
center of a mighty union, possessing exhaustless resources of
mhnlmnl and mineral wealth, binding together its various

by a net-work of iron, and demands a system of public
‘adequate to the full development of its great physi-
*iﬂ resources, and of the intellectual and moral power of its
people. Respectfully submitted,
1’ HENRY SABIN,

APPENDIX.

EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON
RURAL SCHOOLS.
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APPENDIX,

SUBJOMMITTEE ON SCHOOL MAINTENANCE.
= B A MINSDALE, CHAIRMAN,
| Tho subcommlttes deoms It l.hhblc.mlhll the whols ground has
hnumﬁ.w tabe tho fy Itlons that have besn urged
rm MIIIMIrmlh-mmvd postulate that & pro-
sitficlent for tholr adequate support Is ial 1o tho exist-

2 Such aress or unlis of taxation should be ereated, or continued it

already in existence, as will fully develop the sound A
thas the whole woslth of tho state shall be made avallable for oducating

¢ Mmhnuuknuwmhﬂm
tlog units should render asslstance to the small ones
oo that the small ones first do somethlag for them-

! UL ORGANIEATION.
1. 1n the states where tho town or mized systom of local government
ma‘.m.mm ehould, aa far as practicable,
L |
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be ssubstitated for the district system; In the counly-system states the
county-school system [s the natural alternative to the district system.

9, Tn those parts of the country where exlsting physical and social
conditions render it practicable, there should be such a consolidation of
rursl schools a3 will diminish the existing number of schools, schoolhonses,
and teachers, nnod bring together, at sdvantageous poiots, the pupils who
are now dlvided and scattered among the isolated schools of the township
or other similar districts.

4. There is urgent need of lengthening materially the time that the
eountry schools, on the average, are (nsession each year, The ldeal should
be & minimum school year In every state of at least 160 or 180 days,

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SUPERVISION.
LAWTON B EVANS, CHAIRMAN.

1. As to the charsoter of the supervisor who is brought in contact with
the rural school-teacher In the discharge of his official duties:

{1} He should be selected with special regard to his peculiar ftness for
that office. Whether his office 1s elective or appointive, his qualifications,
in order that he may be eligible, should be such as to enable him to
challenge the respeot of those whose work he ls required to supervise.

{2) In regard to his scholarship, it should breathe that essentinl spirlt
of learning necessary to making good, strong schools. The position of
supervisor should be made professional with a vlew of meeting the demand

“for the best education which the rural school can possibly afford. This

requires & scholarship which is above that of the ordinary man. The
tendency to put persons in the supervisory position who have no mental
attalnmenta worthy of mentlon ls earnestly deprecated.

(3) In vegard to moral charscter, the supervisor should be a living,
{nspiring example of such a lits ss slone is worthy the Christian clviliza-
tion of our times, He should carry with him a spirit of sincerity in his
work, 5o that people, teachers and puplls may look to him with hearty
respect, and with entire confidence In the integrity of his purposes.

(4) In regard to his professionsl spirit, he should be In touch with the
best educational thought of the times, carrying with him to the country
sohool-teacher, and to the people of & rural community, the freshness and
1ife which come from reading and studylng whatever bears upon the ques-
tlons he i called upon to aid in solving. Heshould be & leader, endowed
by nature with strong native sense, snd at the same time able to impart
enthuslasm and energy to all with whom he comes in contact.

2, As to the purposes of rural school supervision:

(1) 1t should serve to inspire and stimnlate the rural school-teacher.
It the supervisor Is alive to his opp itlen, every her within the
sphere of his infl will be quick d and 1ifted up to higher affurts for
the good of the school. The tenchers should learn to lock upon him as
& Iriend, and not as & orltle; as & wise counsellor, sod not as & mere fault-
finder.

(2) It ghould be the means of kening aod stimulating the puplls as
‘well as the teacher, They should look for the visits of the supervisor with
‘pleasure, and profit by his talks and advice. By Instituting a system of
~central examinations for the rural schools, be may quicken and
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the brighter pupils to obtaln the best educatlon within thelr means. The
Influence of a scholarly supervisor over the pupils Is n very desirable thing
in the rural school.

(1) The improved condition of the rurnl achoolhouse l& & sure Index of
the work of & competent supervisor, The present lamentable conditlon of
thess bulldings ls dus lurgely w ignorance and nogleol. Competont super-
viston ln skillful bands can work a marveloos change. The ouliivation of
& #pirit of order and noatness which loads w the ornsmentation of the
school grounds snd to & watehful care over all the envirosments of the
#oboolhouse, Is one of the purposes of supervision.

4] Supervision does not mecomplish its legltimate purpose when It
fails to cultivate a strong, healthy public oplnion in favor of everything
which tends to make m good school., Henoce, the supervisor who conteats
himsalf with & perfunctory vislt to the school only 1s oot a supervisor in the
broad sesse of that word. A large share of the work of the supervisor le
away from the school and among the people

& As to the results W be expected from Intelligent supervision:

(1) In regard 1o the sohool, It unites teachers for a common purpose.
and, by teachors’ meetings and by the visltatlons of the supervisor, It
breaks up the monotony and isolation of the country school. Usder its
Influénce better teachars find thelr way (oto the schools, better mothods of
lostractlon prevall, and the tone and spirit of the school are greatly
Improved,

(2) In regard to the community at large, supervision is just begloning
todo Its lagitimate work. In the establishment of sohool libraries, In the
relation of the suparvisor to the directors, In an improved school architec-
ture in which due regard is had to sanltary ditl in she or
tlon and care of the school g ds, in school fon, in the | duath
of studles which will add to the attractiveness and profit of life on the farm,
in the consolidation of small districts Inw larger and stronger schools, In

kening a public { in rural od lom, thers is a field large enough
t py the d thought of the most progressive and most intelligent
supervisor. [t Is bere weare to look in the pear future for the best results
of suporvision as concerns the rural schools of the country.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SUPPLY OF TEACHERS.
0. C. ROUNDS, CHAIRMAN.

Your subeommittee on the supply of teachers for rural schools, in clos-
Ing ita report, would call attentlon to some of the maln polnts iu this dis-
ousslon,

1t sppoats that thers sre numerous agencles which may be made avall-
ahle for the lmprovement of rural school tenchers miready In the service.
With these the only question 1s that of more perfect organization.

in 1

Although there is in g ! mn | t o ed lonal
q and an el of dards of ting, yet the lurge majority
of rural sehool teachers mow onter upon thelr work with no professional

it imp In the ok of rural schools, where

prep the
thers has been any Improvemeni, has been slow; large wectlons of the
country report no adyance, some report & decline.
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The caunes for this condition, snd the changes needed, are not far to
weok:

1. The sshool year must be lengthened to a full school year of nine or
tan months, In order that skilled 1.1 may be retaloed. This result
can be secured, 8¢ it has boen secured elsewhere, when 1ta absolute necessity
has bsen recognized. The state, among other ‘conditions for payment from
the sehool fund, may presoribe s full school yesr, which is done in England,
as logloally e six, or seven, or elght months, now done in some of our
siates, or {t may secure this result, as 1t has been secured in Canads, by
making the length of the school so prominent a cooditloa In the distribution
of the school fund as to lnsure the co-operation of the county sand the town
to this end.

2. Tho exlsting sgencles for the supply of teachers for rural schools do
not sufice. There must be modifications in these, nnd the provision of

3. There must besome definl dard for the certifieation of t*achers,
coming within reach of the teacher of the rural sobool, and encouraging
sdvance 1o such higher degrees of attainment nad skill s will give fall
professional recogniti And your Ittee belleves that some provision
should be mude to securs inter-state recognition.

The question of finnnce does oot lle within the province of this subcom-
miztee, but it does not bellove that the financial difculty need prevent the
necessary reform. When there i3 ance full recognitien by the state of its
final responsibility for the education of every child within ita borders,
there will be possible such an adjus ment of expenses hetween it snd the
lower educational units s will be burdensome to none and jast to all.

Your subsommittee has sought to ssoertaln acourately what the rural
school now 1s; In all its suggestions it bas had in view the rural school as It
ought to be. It beiloves that this natlos can have such a system of schools
for all Its people as may challenge comparison with any other, and that it
will bave such & system when it clearly porceives the Injustice and the porll
of the present condition, and the way In which safety lod.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION AND DISCIPLINE.
W, T. HARRIS, CHAIRMASN.
REMEDIES FOR THE EVILS OF THE RURAL SCHOOL.

Your subcommittes would here polnt out that some of the evils of she
rural school are due to It non social character, its tnabllity to furnish to
mhﬂmmﬂi&ndmunhﬂmh\m'fmmnhﬂﬁ
aumbors of the same age and the same degree of advancoment. "The rural
school furnishes only s few companions to the youth, snd those sither above
him or below him in grade of progress io studies. The remedies for the
evils of the uagraded school are suggested by this very festure or oharac-
teristle. Radlcal remedles in this case must all contain some device to
‘bring together puplls of different districts and bring into wholesome compe-
: advapcement.
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small rural distriols to a central graded school and abollshiog the small
uograded school. This is the radloal nod effective mensure which s to
do great good lo many sections of each state. As shown already by the

b Iteee on the mal of schools, Mussschusetts pald ln 150495
the sum of #76,808 for Lhe traaspartation of childres from small raral schools
1o pentral graded sohools—213 towna oot of = total of 353 towns acd olities
using this plao to & greater or less extent, and seouring the two-fold resalt
ol seonvmy {n monoy snd the substitution of graded for ungraded sohools,
The sproad of this plas 1o Malne, Vermonot, New Hampshire, Connectloat,
Rhode Isiand, New Jorsay, Obio, and somo other states (soo reportol Buresu
of Education for 1994-45, pp. 1460-52) demonsirates its practicabliity. Exper-
imenta with this plan have alread s I lmpe as in the
Kingevllle sxperiment In Ohlo, where the transportation reached in all
cnsos the homos of the pupils and yei reduced the cost of tuitlon from
B2L230 bo #1225 u yoar for ench of the fifty puplls brooght o the oentral
schiool from the oullying districts

Special Appropriations for Small Rural Schools.—The device of wenr-
Ing skilled and prof, liy vralnod hers by providing, ss in Califor-
sls, & suliclent salury for each distriot, oo mastor how few its puplls (seo
Appeadiz C), has sleendy been described by aoother subvommities (thaton

| b Th Is undouttedly & wise measure, provided it does not hinder
the conaolidation of districta through the sdopsion of e M h
plas. Il 13 works Lo presorve the small uagraded school ln places where
consolldatlon is foasible it will in the sad be an injury to the eaose of rural
sohools. Your subcommittes, tharslore, veatures Lo call attention to the
Importance of wlopting such laws as ars operative In Califorals, New
Jorsey, Massachusotts, and New York, for the battar remuseration of rural
school teschors, but with & proviso shat makes it & pecunlary advantage 1o
& town to abolish Ia ouriying usgraded schools aad furnlsh transporta-
tion W & central school.

Coneentration of the Higher Grades o Pupils.— W hers tranaportaiion of
the whole school s not feastble it times b that the teaching may be
very much lmproved by the transfer of two or three of the puptls of the higher
grades who consume very much of the weacher’s Ume. By transporiation

of thess two or thres pupils to the I school the ner thus ralle
may find tims for muoh better (nstructlon of the puplls ln the lower grales
who remala voder his charge. .

Sehaol E. # 1n this il her branch of what {s called

Waohool sxtenslon " or unlversity oxtonsion ™ v praotiosble, Homo read-
ng oan be masaged from the ssme conter, namely, the rural school, Every-
that addy soolal importance to the rural tescher may be of service.
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gatherlogs (n which there are dl i of the of particular
books that are read. For this purpose the owoship superintendent or the
county superinteadent may relect specially well-Gtted persons who ahall
present snalyses of the books snd discussions of thelr comtents It is
desiruble that the conrse of home resding shall not be one-slded, bus shall
move In each of tho three directions: literature, including poetry and prowe;
selence, looking towards the orgasio and inorganic kingdoms of nature, the
plant, the animal, and the detalls of matter and fores; and towards archme-
ology, ethnology, snd sociology, sed polities, history, blography, and art.
Ono must not be altogether dissatisfied 1f 1t {s found that the novel Is the
chief book In demand, especially In the first five years of the home reading
cirele. In our day thu umml discusses every questlon of history, politios,
lology, and The old fashloned novel which describes
manners has its great use, 100, ln the fact that (s gives 1o the people of
whom we are speaking, the people of the rural districts, & ready & led
of mannors and customs of polite soclety. In this respect it is mnlm
more usoful than books of science and history.

CONCLUSIONS OF ENTIRE COMMITTEE MADE TO THE EDU-
CATIONAL COUNCIL.

HENRY BABIN, CHAIRMAN.
BUMMARY,

L. For of organi i or supervislon, nothing
should bo mmtud us the unit uul:-r tnan the township or the county:
the sohool districy s l-h- most undesirable unit possible.

2 Every ¥ should be required to raise a cortaln sum for the
support of {ts schools o8 prerequisite for recelviog It share of publie

A certaln definite sum should be appropriated to ench school out
of the state funds, snd the remaioder should ve divided (s nocord snce with
soma fixed and bllshed rale, & discrimination being made (o favor of
townships most willing to tax thomselves for sohool perposes.

3. One of the great hind to the imp taf the rural school
lies in 1t lsolst.on, and its inabllity to furnish to the pupll that stimulstive
influence vhhhm tnn mullhuhﬂd hisown age and advance-
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5 The establishment of lbraries, the proseoution of the work of school
extension by lectures and other means, the Istroduction of suck studles as
will bave & tendeoscy to coneect the school and the home, especially those
haring & direct bearing upon the everyday life of the commusity, snd the
“ﬂt’ otlpulylux Ihn Inws of sanitation 30 the constraction of rural

dinte attontion.

8. The rural schools are safferiag from the want of official and Intelli-
gent supsrvislon. Is overy state soma standard of qualifications, moral
and [atelloctual, with some amoust of actual experience, should be
domanded by law from those who aspire 15 11 the offoe of suparinlondent
or suporvisor of sachools,

T GMML’MM i an il part of sn

1] The lncul inn of patriotiam, of respeet for law
and order, of whatevar tends 1o make & good cltisen, s of as much Lo por=
fanes in & small as In & larger sohool,  Hogularity, pusciuality, obodlesce,
{ndustry, well-cuntrol, Are as necsssary In the eountry as in the eliy school,
Country school teachers should oull to thelr aid the beautiful things n
mature, that with roverontial spiric they may load the onildren o rever-
eoce Him who bath made ali 1hings good (n thelr scason.

THE SCHOOL AND THE FARM.
¥. W, PARKER

Without attempting uwm of study, | may be sllowed to make some
suggestions. [n thess sugy Ip only the
senss thiogs nended in farm work and farm life, and endeavor to show
why they form tho sutwtantinl basts of ull stody.

GEOGRAPIY, GEOLOGY, MINERALOGY,

The chili's knowledge of goograpby may be made the basls of all his
turther siudy of that subjet B-brluﬂ Into school [mp&hu llll.u
of the farm aod the He ls tol wall
with the topography of his dtatrict, and it miy be, of the town. First, find
out how much the puplls really know of shese wubjecis, Gel them te
describe the farm or soy puriof it How many flelds are there? Where
are the pasiures? The woods® What are you ralsing In each field? How
many cattle have you? Describe them. Toll about the sheep, the horses,
the bees,  Get pupils to sketch the farm on the blackboard, paper, or slate.

A pile of sand 1o the yard wight be ased for modelivg the farm, showing
Bills snd valloys, plainy asd brook basina. In winter rough bowrde with
ralsed edges might be naed for sand modeling. Later, chalk modeling
should be used 1o Indicats the reliof of vhe land.

The begloning of political geography by the divisions of the farm into
flolds mad pastures may be made, The lay of the land, the relative
positions of these form good lessons |o the polats of the compass,  Puplls
would compare one farm with another, so that In time they could model
and draw the whole distriot, (ncluding the roads,

If thers s & stream In the nelghborbood, It may be used ws a study of
the brook basln, the wearing of water—a good lotroductlon for geology.
The examinstion of the woil after rains, especially looseped woll, may be
nudied 10 show the effect of storms in eroslon. The dip and formation of
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the surface, division lato bills or plains, bottom lands, and bluffs, may be
related to the working of the stream.

The study of mineralogy may begin with the study of solls, the kind of
solls, and the forus of the grains. Specimens of gravel, sand, loam, vege-
tablo mold, clay, and rock should be brought by pupils w school and

studied. How ls vegotable mold formed? What in the sofl is useful for
plant life? How does \he soll change throvugh vegewation and under culti-
vatlon, and also under the sotlon of beat, water, from? It 1s essily seon
that all these are clementary studies {n weatberlpg—dynamical geolrgy.

If thore are rocks on the farm, they may be studied; the archale rocks,
the secondsry rocks, the sirata, and the dip of the rocke—all so many
points of lntreduction to geology. Boys onthe farm will know something
of the mineral oo different parts of the farm, in different flelds.  In general
the bottom land |s the richest, and the question might casily be asked, Why?
In this relation uses of the different kinds of soll may be studied. Ques=
tions of why one erop will grow in one portlun of the farm, and notin
another, and why cropa should change or rotate from year to year, should
all be browght in,

Housekeeplng, butter and cheese makieg, cooking, gardealng and
affalrs portainiog to home economy should be taken into the school. Draw
aod desoribe your garden. Divide it into beds, Laocate the flowers, the
vegetables. Sketeh your hens, the turkeys. How do you make bresd?

METEOROLOGY.
El \ary dles in distribution of heat would come through the
hanges of the The shadow stick may be used, showing the

changes in the sun's position relative to the earth. A son disl on the
schoolhouse should be made. The dally changes ln the sunligh ing
through the different windows may be measured through shadows on the
wall. It I# & vory easy matter to get ths dally westher reports and
examine them. Every country school should bave s thermometer,
barometer, asemomeior, and rain gsuge, 1o measure the force of heat,
the weight of the air, the velocity of the wind, snd the depth of the raln-
fall, Puplls should make weather reporun day by day and compare them
with the prioted westher reports. The elemeniary study of alr and i
eomposition should be made by ita welght, direction, asd velocity. The
study of ovaporatlon of water, followed by the forms of water in the air—
fog, mist, and cloud, should be made. Pupils may be called upen to make
daily prophesios of the weather, aud give thelr reasons for the same.
Every chang the ph h , rain, hall, snow or wind may be
taken advantage of for this purpose.

The uses of water may be discussed, eapecially the uses of water for vege-
table life; the draioago of the land, espeelally on farms where the land has
to be tiled, or where Irrigation is necessary. Questions like these may be
- wubjocts of investigation. How far does the water go down Into the earth?
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Thess are some of the innumerable poluts in rogard 1o maoteorology that
impings on the child from all sides, and lead w0 higher and more difeult
questions and Investigati

PLANT LIFE.

I should place firny i this study the oropa wpon the farm; the siudy of
the corn; its history; Its nature; different kinde of corn; the wses ol corn.
The same may bo sald of wheas, osls, rye, and barley, How land shuuld be
fertilized for different crops. Study of the food of plants, nutritlon, oto.
The grases may be sudied; differect kiods of grasses brought into the
sohoolroom,

In the spring gorminatlon of seeds may be espeainlly uoted Seeds
ahould be planted 1n boxes in the schoolroom. It would be sn exeslloas
plan to huve s hinlf-aera garden venr tho sehool, In which the experiments
conld bo perfurmed, and In which the farmers of the district would wake
disep intorest. The garden could be made of valus, aed should Include

¢ shat le ra'sed on the fnrm. There should be & preliminarcy

study of planis, espocially flowers, In regard w function. Little or 5o
attompt, st firel, should be made w closo anal or to classifleatl The
guide In tho o) y study of all subjscts should be funotion.

Forests; differeat kinde of trees on the farm; leaves, and bark of the
troee: declduons and nondeslduous trees; the uses of wood for heat, shielter,
und honsohold furniture

2OOLOGY.

The study of domostic aaimals and thelr functions; cows, and differant
kinds of cows; milk, and how milk Is chaaged to butior and chesse. The
histary, for lostanos, of buiter and cheose-making, from the old-fashioned
charn 1o the cresmory. Study of horses, wnd sheep; use of wools; meat of
different animals. Study of wild anlmals, birds. Get each papll to make
llst of all the birds he soss upon the furm during the year; when they
come, how long they stay, when they depart. ‘This wonld briog observa-
tlons In regard to migration. Name the birds staying wpon the farm all
summer Where do they bulld their vests? How do tbey ralse thelr
young? What do thoy est? What birds are lnjurlons to tho farm? What

that birds are nesded on the farm to kill dostrustive insscts; that the little

dsmage which crows, for Instance, bring about ls comparatively nothing Vo
the good they do; that the birds are really * sstare’s milivs " 1o destroy
the les that the lifa of vegoetable, plant, aed trea,

Another study is that of destructive insects; Lhe wood-borers, the canker-

PHYBICS AND CHEMISTRY,

Wherever forces are seon, loly, or handled, an inqulry ioto tbe nature of
wsuch forces ls the study of physlce. Meteorology e one of the grest
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departments of physies. Distributlon of sunshine, the working and nature
of hoat, the force and wearing of water, measurements of air, of the wind,
are all olose to the child, who necds only good teaching to lead him o close
and closer Investigation.

Practical uses of force suggest many problems: foree of running water;
runniog mills; force of wind in turniog windmills; the economical applica-
tion of foree In larm machinery from the apple-parer to the reaper; the
mystery of the lever revealed by wedge and crowbar; the turning of the
grindstone; and the use of the jackserew in rulsing buildings.

Chemleal obanges sre taking place in esrth, alr, and water, and sre con-
tinually applied In the housshold affalrs. The tescher has an excellent
opportunity to call sttention to the chomisiry of cooking; to yeast; o milk
in lts transmutation to butter and cheese; the making of lye and soap; the
oxidation of metsls. The composition and nature of different soils are a
fraitful study; the effect of sunlight upon follage In the production of leal
green; the transpiration of water through vegetable tissues, bearing nutrl-
tlon from vell o cell. The burnldg of wood and its chunge Into ashes.

MATHEMATICS.

There can be no work properly done upon the farm without measuring.
Most of this messuring is done by what is called “rule of thumb,” or so-
called practical judgment. The farmer estimutes weight of catile, hogs, or
sheep by sight. He can tell how moch cord wood or timber & certain ares
of forest will produce, la fact, measuring in everything he does I8 abso-
lutely essentinl. There is no better way for the teacher to study the pro-
cosses of measuring, or arithmetic, than to Inquire into everyday demands
of farm work, and no better way to tesch arithmetic than to bring the
measuring necesssry for farm work ixto the scheoiroom. The elementary
work, and the work that ought to be continned throughout the course,
should be largely estimation with eye and hand, of length, of distance, ares,
volume, bulk, fores, and weight; the estimates to be verified by actual
measurements. ‘That which & farmer Is called upon at every turn to do
should be begun with the children. And here the parent can supplement
the teacher ut every step.

When developing the mode of judgment, the pupll should be trained to
use the chaln In measuring aress, the yard stick in measuring cord wood,
forceps in lumber, dry for grain, scales for welghts, liquld measure
for mllk, vinegar, or molasses.

The outcome of sl raising of crops Is commereial valuo. There should
be & system of farm bookkeeping, in which writing and arithmetic play &
prominent part. Children could be easily traloed to keep books for their
parents, and the work of the farm be made to present all the problems aod
‘conditions for & complete mastery of all essentials in arithmetie.

READING AND LITERATURE.

The suggestions already given are for the 1 y study of subj
Interest in all these subjects will lead directly to a grest desire to know
‘maore of the obeervations and investigations of others. Here resding and

the study of text-books have their greay place. The first steps in reading

may be short stories of the farm, of he crops, of the animal and plant life,
‘Wh simple sentences upon the blackboard. Tne reading lessons
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should be closely related, and from beginning to end bear directly upon the
subjects the child studies,

The process of learning to read {s & very simple one if the free, sponta-
neous setion of the mind ls not obstructed by abnormal methods. Whea
the proper stage of develop which fests {tself In an § desire
to gain knowledge through the printed page Is resched, the child will
Jenrn to read as cusily as he has alresdy loarned to bear langusge. All
reading should come close o the child, should enter Into his personal
experiance; should be about something he feels the need of knowlng—lacts
about his pets, about things he loves to do—words that re-lmage famlliar
soones, This would make rosding mod the selection of good literature &
hiabit for Life.

WRITING, GRAMMAR, SPELLING.

Writing 18 one of the modes of thought expression. The fundamental
necessity I8 to have something to cxpress, soms image 1o consrol und stoady
the hand, some sarnest deslro to communleste with others by mesus of
writing. Skill o writlng tukes cure of lwsell Il the roncher writes raplily
aod woll. Technical skill 1= nine-tenths imiwtion, The main thing 1s the
fmpulse which the teacheor dlscerns, selzes upon, guldvs and vontrols, The
farm in rieh with interssting subjects, rich for the novice ol 6, or the pupll
of 16, Descripiions of soimals, plante, forests, flolds, pastures, hills,
valleys, solls, the germination of sseds, the gardening, the shower, the
clouds, the rainstorm, hallstorm, snowstorm, the oyclone, the ralsing of
orops, the cutting and curiag of hay, the harvest, the market—these are
smong the innumerable subjects that may be made of Intense interest W
the ohildren of the couatry. The little ones may write & word, & lloe, or &
paragraph; the older ones, pages.

MANTUAL THAINING, ART.

One centrnl and invaluablething galoed oo the farm s the nosemity for
and babivof work. Al work on the farm should b honored in the school-
room by expanding and concentrating iv.  The achool should sond back the
children to the farm filled with the dignity of labor.

Tho work of the farm, ln » brosd sense, is manual training, but most
furin boys get & coarse way of doing manusl training. They do not lenrn
10 use thelr hands oxpertly as they should. On all furms there should be

kshops for the dlng of tools, coustruction of materials aod appara-
tus for farm work, and In the country school there should also be o small
manual traloiog department in which pupils may be trafned to use thelr
hands skillfully in making things needed for the farm und the home,

Appuratus for experiment could be made with & small ouifit, & boneh,
& fow twolk, lumber snd metals. Much of the lumber could bo brought by
the paplls from the farm. They could out the wood. If [t nesded sawing,
it could be sawed at the mill. Wood manusl tralning 1s ene of the best
ways to lesrn the uses of woods. There should be a small forge, and some
work In {ron and other metals ss well. Every boy and girl should have s
work bench at home snd wood-carving materials, todevelop the {nstinctive
habit of whittling Inwo something useful snd ornsmental, Loog winter
evenings could be profitably utillzed In | trainiog and the it
ol the arts.
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The objeots of art are countless, the modeling, palotiog sod drawing of
lund surfaces In geography, and lllustrations in geology and mineralogy.
Landscape and plant life furnlsh & great number of subjects for palating,
Children buve a perfect passion for drawleg, until it is crushed by over:
aulempis st accuracy, or by the drawing of fat coples. With a good black-
board, which ls the best plece of educational apparatus ever invonted for
#chool or bome, «hildren could show the different kinds of crops; draw corn-
stalks, grasees, Dowers aod trees. Of ocoursa, these drawisgs would be
erude, but st the same time they wonld be satlsfactory to the ehild, and
Jusily, for they would correspond with hle images; the drawing, In turn,
would stimulate observation, and the result would be clearer Innight,
Exact drawing could be introduced in ing or arit do, and ln
making projccilon drawings or manoal tralning. Experiesce has shown
that children take greas delight In such work, and that 14 is In the highest
dogree sducative.

INDUSTRIES AND COMMERCE.

The study of the commercial side of farm producis shoald have its place
In the sohool. The cost, the selection, the use of crops, and thelr value in
selling. Here arlthmetlo and bookkeeplog would come ln. Transporiation
of ecrops would have lte place, the team, 1he rallroads. Where farm products
wro consumed. The subject of farm tools, Instruments of work, muy be
studied. How crops are prepared for she market; the guostion of mills; the
preservation of foods; barns; winter p of cattle; enailage. Trans
portation, beasts of burden, wagoos, rallrosds, st boats, in our own and
forelgn countries. The bogloning of history, how others live and have
lived, is lavolved In this jdes of commerce,

HISTORY.

The elements of history are overywhers present on the farm. The history
of farming wols, from the sickle to the renper; from the crude plow of the
Poet 10 the stenm plow of to-day; from the hoe o the cultivator, The bis-
tory of butter-making, from the old fashioned churn w the model cresmery.
Tho story of the mill; the history of the potato; of maize, of the tomato,
How beots are now competing with sugar cane. [f thore is an experimental
station In the veighborhood, It should be used as an auxillary to the school,
whare the histery and present status of agriculture may be studled.

Most lowns |n the eastorn states, and some In the west, have interesting
loosl histories. Thore are generally storles of the Indians, of
of colonization, of noted men and women, of the part taken by the citizens
in the clvil war. A strong love for history can be Induced and d by
beginning this study close to the home.

The breakfast and dinner wble furnish excellent polots In the

starting
study of history. How much does the farm In {tself furnish of the food of
the family? What is oblained outalde, and where Is It obtained? History
d_ﬁl‘kh‘ﬂm.lhmdm-tphlh'wbﬂﬂlhm
Jency; the hand loom and the power loom. The study of the laventions
. uﬁ?lﬂdﬂhﬂlm to the blographies of thelr inventors

of machi

Ly
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CONCLUSION.

The tremendous sdvantawe of & ratlonal courss of work in oouatry
schools s that it would make s strong, bindlng uslon of the boms snd
the sohool, the farm methods and the school methods, [t would bring the
farm Into the school, and profect the sohool loto the farm, It would glve
parcnt and teacher ooe motive, ln the carrylog out of whish both could
hearilly joln  The parent would apprecinte and judge lalrly the work of
the school, the teacher would hooor, dignify, and elovate the work of the
farm, Farmer and housewife would be ready to discuss the metheds of the
farm and bousekeepiog o the school. Children, parests, and teachers
could meet st stated periods and hold di lons in the direction of thelp
highost Intoresws,

The tarmars would bocome deeply ln'erested In having lbracies in the
schools, carefally selected. Long winter evenings could be spent sround
the fireside in 1 study; p helplng childron, and the ehildres, In
turn, arouslng aod stimulsting paronts.

Counlry life too often falls in the proper soelsl conditlons. It tends to
inolation, A purposs of aducation would obriste this. The farmer
would ofien iuviie the school o visit his farm, and 10 study . Pleassnt
and profitable social meetings would be the order of the day. The teacher,
‘with clear ldeas of what education ought 1o be, would belng the people of &
distriol together to disouss the weifsre of thelr obildren. Exhibits of
pupils’ work, of manusl traloiog sod the arte would naturslly follow and
g ineresse the ioterest.

' mothad, no systom of schoals, no enrich ot of sudy, not
 mowh fnl of tenchery, can ever ke the placo In fusdamontal
n of the farm wed the workshop. No matter how good the city
 w &?ﬂihm' 80 matter how good the stste of kooleky

g s of ity life that lead 1o progress and pros-
¥ %0 fhr 58 wo oan see, must always come from bhe sturdy stock of the
arm. This fact, upon which most educators agres, puts upon the country
wehool an immonss respoosibliity. Tt isno small oMee to traln the mes and
women who are 10 lusd and gulide the future of the republio.

The country schools bave svery ad ge, 50 far as inl monns are
( d; their onvl 1= rioh in fe nod (norganlo forms; but
In one thicg they are Incking —the tescher who can uulize that which
offers lsalf In such abundance This is & want which every thoughtful
porson deplores, s want that will be mel when the larmers themeolves
realize what & powerful Influence lor good shelr schools may boe made

When skill, experinoss, nod lnslght control the methods of ooustry
sohools; when exsellent teachors romaln In the same schools year afier
Your, the alresdy powerful nflusnce of country 1ife upon the destioles of
the natios will be mighiily enbanced.

A lurge majirity of boys and girls upon the farm entertalo mistaken
notioas of life in elties, and early lorm a desire 10 enter lotn the veemingly
greater ndvantages to be found o wuch centers. This leads 1o the con-
gestlon of olties, and disturba the social bal Bobool education alone
oan cope with this dissase of she bady politie, and this by fostering sa
interest in farm life nod farm work.
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Hoys must be led 1o see something more in farm life than patient, con-
tinuous work of planting, sowlog, care-taking, and reaping. Many s young
man leaves the furm to become o mere counter-jumper In the elty, who, if
he had the right education, would make himsell an influential sod success-
ful farmaer.

My plea, then, [s that the country school should make farm labor and all
labor hoporable; should dignify It; should show that the environmeat of
the country furnishes inexhaustible resources for intellectusl life; should
see to it that the msthetie side of child nature be assiduously eunltivated;
that the child bring a loving heart to nature, have an appreciative eye for
beautiful things; that he be led to see the possibilities in the landscape of
the farm—the necessity of making excellent roads, well lined with shade
trees; that the so-called practical things of life, hard and severe labor,
should have their highest outcume in the cultivation of the love of the
benutiful in life—that love which leads the soul to profound reverence for
all things of earth, because they are loving gifts of an infinite God.

ENRICHMENT OF RURAL SCHOOL COURSES.
T. O. CHAMBERLIN, CHATRMAN,

At the Chicago meeting of the commitee on rural schools a sub-
committes was appointed to report, in the form of an appendix, a scheme
for the ok sod vitalization of the work of the rural schools by
means of subjects drawn from rural life and surroundinge. We do not deem
it our province to discuss the theory of the rural school program, much
less the broader problems of the country school. It may, however, conduce
to a better appreciation of what we suggest if we frankly state at the outset
the assumptions on which we have proceeded.

We take it for granted that the work of every school, rural or other-
wise, should embrace subjects drawn from [ts environment and from the
life of its puplls, We assame that It should do this—

Because children should be taught to gather culture, knowledge, and
insplration from everything with which they come in contact;

Because children should acquire the habit of bringing to bear their
knowledge and thelr mental powers upon every subject of thought that
{falls within thelr experience;

Because the study of the envi is especlally effective in dis-
cipline and [nspiration, since It Is tangible, vivid, and impressive, and
awakens strong and clear concepts and produces deep and lasting educa~
tlonal effects;

B mental aequisiti thus iated with the environment will
be constantly revived by recurrent contact with it, snd will thus be
refreshed and kept alive and effective;

Because the basls for a suecessful study of the unseen and the intangi-
ble is best laid In clear and strong Impressions of things seen and realized;
~ Because the school work is thereby made directly serviceable to the
work of life, the value of immediate and practical uility being added to
m- P a1 dt_ Ll ¥ m 1 rl 1 1 1.

~ Because it puts life and soul into the work;

~ Because it serves as a bond of sympathy between the out-of-school life
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Because, o time (perbaps not at once, while Isherited prejudices last),
it will become & boad of sympathy between the patroms of the school and
the work of the school.

We assume that a rural school, to be a trae rural school, must take toos
and color from rural surroundings, and muost contribute directly w the
enrichment and (nepiration of rural life. We bellove that this will ald In
glviog meaning and sitractiveness to life in the country.

Wi shall cortalnly be met with the eritiolsm that the suggested work L
impracticable, that the teachers cannot carey it out. This is far oo teue,
buk not wholly true. A wuooess hore and there will be a center of eduos:
tlon, and from such beginniogs, even though they may be emall and sout-
tered, the good work may grow. [t must start somewhere and somehow,
or must have many littlo starts In many places and in many forms. This
little nppendix does oot hope to be anything but & passing contribution to
an evolution that must be long and doubtless glow, The gravest diffionlty
lies in the defective sducation of our teachers. To remove this we would
urge every normal school to glve elaborate courses in the lines hare sug-
gested, and to recoguize ln other ways that the rural school furolshes s
distinet problem that must be solved in lta own way 1t may be that the
establlshment of rural sormal schools Is the mode of solution. 'We would
urge sgricultural colleges 1o give short coursss on raral sclence for the
spocial benefit of country teachers, and to educste the peoplo, through
their institutes and by other means, to apprecinte and 10 require the adap-
tation of the raral schools to rural npeds. We would urge upon the agri-
oultural colleges the sdaptation snd pablication of matter on rural sclsnce
and rural {table for educational uses.

1. STUDIRES UPON THE SURROUNDING LANDSCAPE.

These shonld be found belptul (1) a8 & foundation for geography; (2) us &
basls lor Imagining the nsp of other regl which must be studied
hrough maps, d o iptions, sto.; (3) as good material for oral and written
desoriptions, and hence ss & basis for langusge work; (4) sa o means for the
culturs of the sanse of the beautiful, thus furnishing & ratlonal basis for
modaling, palnting and drawing; (5) as a mode of teaching the nir_niﬂen,noe
of things ususlly rogarded as gl () a8 an !
tion to geologloal processes, and (7) as au ald to understanding many mist-
ters of agricultural Interest.

"L Surfice Features, their Nature, Origin and Meaning.—Léot there be u
gonoral study of the lsndecape of the nelghborhdod and s series of talks
it for the purpose of galning s true conception of what n landscape
roslly 1s, and of laying the ground-work for comparisons with other parts
of the face of the earth. The ohildren should galn a vivid and definite idea

of the natare of thelr own landscape us 6 type; It [ be plain, whether 1t bo

vory plain, or but partially so; if ucdulatory, whesher it bo ger tly or
strongly undulatoeys if billy, whether gently or roughly hilly; If mountaln-
ous, whether of the rounded, the rugged or the grand type,

From the geoeral survey of the | d o s laeger el

Note and plot the hills snd valleys of the neighborhood, firet taking up
those near and then reaching out farther und farther, #o that there ahall be
s gradual passage from those that are fumilisr to thoss that are only ocon-
slonally or distantly seen. From these It will be a relatively easy stop to
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those which must be wholly Imagived. Thus the child Is led out enslly and
natarally from hils own environment to the general geography of the carth.
In carrylog this out, walks asd looally more 4 ble excursions
will tntroduce the [dea of travel and of the methods by which geography s
made; wod, if verbal and written deseriptioos, sketchos scd maps are
required, the children are started righs in their geographical work by
being made young geographers themselves in a limited sonse. Seclog and
lenrning thus Just what geography Is, oxperlencing for themselves just how
geography is constructed, they can use thelr wext-books Intelligently and
appreclatively

From the geaeral f d d to partloul Note the way hills
and valloys ara related to esch other, Are the vallsys put in smosg the
hills in soy regular order or not? As oarly as 1t may soem prudent raise
the question of the origin of the hills and valleys, but do not be too hasty
about answeriog it. Laet the children gradually work It out. Were the
hills bullt up, 0~ were the valleys out out? Let them ponder upon this
question and see if they do nob find the soswer 1o It in the hills and valleys
themselves. In leading up to this question, direct the children's observa-
tion to what is actually taking place.

2. The Study of Streams.—Lead the ohildren to observe just how streams
flow, how the current plunges into ons bank and then ls turned about and
plunges into the othor bank; how it outs back the bank where It surikes it
bow it digs down into the bottom in cortain places; how 4 heaps up mate-
rial In other places, etc.  As bhey observe, lead them to resson upon what
they see und apply [t to the study of mups. They will readlly come to
understand bow the bends are made longer and why & stream mennders.
They will thus be led to see the ing of the tor t
Induce the children also to note the work of temporary s reams (¢ g, after
showers) along the roadsides, in the valleys, and on the slopes of the felds.
Have them notloe the wash from the surfacs of the land, and thus lead on
to the work of wator transp rtstion. Lead them to note that this matter
lodges elsowhere, and thus approach to the work of deposit. By seeing
when and how this wash lodges they will understand the modes of deposl-
tion; the formation of deltas, and the bullding of bars snd splte in the

; Whe loa of *' 1 " ote. .

To approach the orlgin and malntepnace of streams, direot the chlldren
to obssrve what takes place after & ralo; if lght or slow, that sl water
@oes loto the ground; if beavy mod rapld, that some goes into the ground,
but mach runs awsy. The latter makes surface streams, bus they don't
Inst. Follow the watsr that goes loto the ground. Direct atiention to
underground water as shown by wells, und connect this with the raln that
woaks iuto the ground. y
3. The Stady of Soils —luolte the children 1o carcfully examine the soll

10 #ee how it 1s muade up. Have them wash some of it 50 as 10 separate the
- fine material from the conrse, Direct attentlon to the natural !

done by water in the gullies, on the slopes, and {n the valleys, and how, on
elsewhere,

- the other haod, fine mod Is laid down in the ** bovtoms" and

d them to see bow soils become coarser or flner sccording to
In most places It will be ensy to find pleces or beds of rock
d, and to show Lhat this rotted rock ls much the mlnﬂ.

Toatures? How far by othor conalderati
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From this they may be led on %0 understand that soll Is usually but decayed
rook. This will be easlly scoomplished In regions where the rock lles but
little below the soll and the Isiter graduntes down Into decaylng rock,
showing the stages of (e process. Induce them W note how the ieaves,
Brmes, ete., decay and lurn blsck, and thus lead them on o sow that the dark
part of the swll comes chiedy from the doony of vegotation. Ioduce the
children 10 olwerve the difforont qualition of solls In diecent witustions
~Aihe solls In the vallays, on the slopes and oo the hilltops—and lead them
10 800 haw Lhe wash of tho surface afecta the soll: slso how the vegetation
afsots the soll, and how the soll affocts Lthe vegetation,

Startlng agalo with decay of rooks, lond tho children to oo that some
parts of the rocks do sot decay resdlly, and hence bits sre laft, snd that
these are wasked about asd form grains of sand or pebliles, Let them
olwsrve these and ses that some are wellrounded aod some are aogular,
soccording to the smount of wear, nnd thus the origin and meanlng of sand
or pebhles will b i The rolllog wetlon of brooks wud rivers,
and of lake sud hores will be if Witk a ther tor, Interost.
Ing experimonta on the temperatiurn of solls when wet and dry, when bard
sod when mollow, whan stirred snd unstiresd, etc., oan be made,

L AFPLICATIONS OF LANDSCAPE STUDIRS,

The stady of the foat of the laadscape may bo followed by & stody
of thelr influecce on human affalrs, snd on the distribution of plants and
:‘hnll. “The tollowing are some of the lines along which this may be eare

ont:

L The Location of Homes.—Rolative merlts of different situstions, such
a8 swmmite, slopes, valloys, sic.; of diffarent exposures, as southurly, porth-
arly, ete; of different rolatlons to woods, oponings, outlooks, ota ; of rolu-
tions to springs, streams, and othar bodies of water: of access to highways
o o tha soveral parts of the farm, and the boaring of the surlace festures
on such commanieations. Do the sites of the later dwellings differ from

the sarller?  Are thors d| 1l for change? What determined
Ahe noloction of the material of the first generation of houses? Does the
‘matorial ok with i fons, and if o, why?

2 The Location of Roads—How far are they influenced by surface
; ? Distingulsh wise aod unwise
loontlons, What is tho effsct of wash, dralnage, ole.¥ What chuoges of
1 or of method of matatenance may by recommended?
Location of Adjaeent Towas aod Villages.—Study the reasons for
particular sltontlons.  What boarieg had natural means of transpor-

resources, mill sltes snd ke fentures upon thelr location? Do tha

thele founding, Whe rates of thelr growth asd other leatures of
thalr history show wisdom or uawisdom in thelr location® Note the bear-
Ingn of thofr lovation on the | of the surrounding coantry,

4. Development of the Region as Affected by its Buvir —Btudy the
oaturs of ad jacent manufectorios and tho reason for thelr looation. What
class was first developed, what Iater, what ohanges have taken place? Has
there bean Inoreass or decline, and what 1s |ts meanlog? 'What Ls thelr
Importance and the valus of thelr products? How do they affect the rural
interests? Whal sources of power are used and what remain stlll unused?

mﬂwm rivor fords or beidges, spooial agricultural or
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Nots the favorable and unfavorable features in the physical conformation;
the presence of mines, quarries, the facilities for transportation by road-
ways, stronms, canals, railways, etc., snd thelr bearing upon the develop-
ment of the region.

5. Social and Civil Life of the People as Affected by Surrounding Physical
Features,—Are the physical sarroundings favorable to social gatherings
and social lite? Do the surface leatures lead to sparseness of dwellings,
ronndabout and difficult roads, or the opposite? Do they make the earning
of & living easy and glve time for social intercourse, for education, ete ¥
How do they affect the charsater of the people, ote,?

@ The Distribution of Veg ion as Iafl d by Surface Features.—
Bketeh the timbered, prairle, marsh, and “*bottom’’ areas. Note the effects
of slopes, drainage, soils, etc., npon these. How do the physlcal conditions
affsct the roots, stems, leaves, and general forms of plants? Note the
adaptation of different areas to different erops; also the adaptation of the
roglon to different kinds of Industry, e g, grazing, grain raising, ete.
Note the changes in veg fon and the original with the preseat
vogetation. Discuss the removal of forests. Where was timber frst
removed, and what timber? Whers [ it now reserved and why? Note
the earlier and the later uses of timber supply, snd the varistion of prices
and uses of timber.

11I. THE STUDY OF ATMOSPHERIC PHENOMENA.

1t Is urged that the teachers secure from the nesrest weather bureau
station coples of the daily westher mape, and coples of the monthly sum-
arles of the her aod erop ditl of the Upited States. A carsful
study of these maps and summaries, supplementing the pupil's own daily
observations, will form & good basis for other geographie study, The dats
furnished by the ther buresu are particulsrly valuable for several
reasons: (1) They arve collected by trained observers; (2) the stations are so
distributed as to fairly represent the whole country; (3) observations are
unifermly snd regularly made every day at all statlons: (4) the urlu:l‘
s ETE Laall ded by 1

. are insir
preolsion, insurlng great accuracy of detail; (5) the various data ara appro-
pristely represented daily upon ooe map which, thus, dsy by day presents
s clear ploture of the climatic and crop conditions of the whole country.
By these means the pupils will be mueh interested In working out the
relative amounts of rainfall, cloudiness, and sunshine; also the average and
the extremes of tempersture found In the areas and belts devoted to the

atlve ts of raln, clondi Y hine for the may be read-
iy d ined. The incid of the season In the localities where the
puplls live frequently afford llent ty for forming & plotura of

other localities far removed from thelr own. Thusa study of the character
of the rain and the clouds ln winter gives a basls for pleturing arctio reglons,
l_nd__llumnnd]r in summer an squally sound basis for pleturing troploal

reglons.
IV, THE STUDY OF PLANT LIFE.

1n like manner, the plants of the reglon may be trested. The purposs
“hers, as before, Is not so much to learn about plants as to come lnto actual
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inteliectan! contact with them by observation, interest, sympathy and appre-
cistion. Not only should the plants be observed In all their parts and func-
tioos, but thelr history, mode of propagation, prefercnces for anil, topo-
graphio situati exp es, ote., should be studled. The assoclation of
plants with one another—'* plant socleties "—arm especially interesting nod
profitable for study. The caltiveted ns well as the native planis should be
included, and the reasons for cultivating some plants and peglectiog or
warring against others afford large poseibilities of {nterest.  As farmiog Is
sssentially plant culture, the vital relations of such stodies are evident, i
carrled out on the right llnes. The old-fashioned botany, the grinding out
of the Latin pames by an *Avalytioal Key," is not st all the thing here
urged, but direct Inquiry Intothe nature, life, hablts, tunctions, associations,
and gervices of plants,

To give  more conerete idea of what we have In mind, the following 1s
offered as an {llustratlon, It 1s oot set up as & model. Thers are many
ways of reaching [lke results:

I, Growth from the Seed.—With several seeds (beans, for example) In
the hands of esch pupll, invite s eareful inspoction of thelr surfaces, as &
firat stop.  Write upon the board a list of things obsarved, e g, (1) stem
soar (hilum), (2) small dot on one side of bilum whers pollen tubse eatered to
fertitizo the soed (micropyle), (9 ridge on side of hilum opposite from
micropyle (radicle), (4) one ond of bean hus differant slope from the other,
() & light line or ridge extending longiiudinally around the seed, eto.
Request pupils to bring other vurieties of beans, and see how many of the
observed polots Are common 10 them sll, As s training In the exact use of
words ln oral expression reqaire the puplls to desoribe preclsely what has
bean obsorved. As o training In weltten language require the puplls to
write out what has been seen.  This will ronot 1o intensify the seolng.

To i duce the quantitative el let a pint cup, or & stralght-
wlded hottle, or & glass be cxactly half-flled with beans, and mark the sur-
tace of the bemns with w siring or rubber band. Now fill tho vessel with
water and put In & warm place for twenty-four hours. Set some pupll to
watch the flrst atages of changs, and charge him to be able to state the
next day just what thoy were. Onthe nextday the of oh
in volume., What has caused this change? If the water put in wan first
accurately measured or welghed (and every country school should have
means of wessuring and welghing), pour out what remains and measuce it
Compute the difference. Compare the loss of the water with the lnoresss
of the beass, What has become of the water? Hy what means haye the
banos grown? Haore sre the first stops of growih,

Distribute the awollen besns among the puplls, and lot them agsin look
far the poluts observed In the dry besn. Have any dlsappeared? Have
others appeared? Have any changed lo charmcter? Leb the skin ba
removed. What features previously noted are removed with it? Do you
now see an oxpl don of any f poted on the ontslde? Carefully
pote the two seed leaves (ootyledons), the radlole, and the now very evl-
deont first two leaves. Study the pes, pumpkin seed and corn in the same
manner.

When those

testa have suflolently advanced, urge the boys and girls,
1o req; Isslon to test the germ! y power of the sseds which thelr
purents expect to plant In the spring. (This seed study ls beat dono from
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February to April.) Place 100 seeds of & given kind under the conditions
described, and note how many sprout in three, four, five, ete., days. All
soods should be tested before planting, and this is practical work which
if rightly done, will be appreciated by parents as being Immedistely useful
a8 well as instructive and disciplinary.

Along essentlally the same lines the animal life may bs treated. Here s
pew and important fsctor enters, conscious life, and this affords a most
fruftful field for educating the sympathies and moral sentiments of the
children. Nothing so contributes to a real and vital (not merely sentl-
mental) sympathy with living things other than ourselves as u careful
study of thelr lives and habits. The child comes to see the world as they
ses it, and to appreciate and sympathize with them in their efforts to work
out the purposes of thelr lives. And even 1I these purposes strike scross
human Interests, the sympathy will not be entirely absent and cruelty will
grow more and more rare as sympathetic education progresses. The
sducstion of the sympathles finds listle space in the formal school pro-
gram, snd hence the special value of utilizing the opportunity here
afforded.

There are several other topios which may be treated in like manner, as

jon in its spplication to land etc., varlons phases
of sconomics as applled wo rarsl affalrs, the social and clvie aspect of
country life, ete.

We respectfully submit the foregolng suggestions, fully conscious of
their limitatlons, in the hope that soms Little helpfuiness may be found in
them.

TRANSPORTATION OF PUPILS.

The declining populstion of many towns and counties, and even larger
districte, affects the rural schools very unfavorably.

1. Hon. C. R. Skinner, state superintendent of publle instruction of the
state of New York, thus foreibly urges the need of consolidation in the
schools of that state:

“In 1860 the school populstion of the state outside of s cities wius
804,432, At the close of the school year of 1865 the school populasion of the
state outslde of its citles and villages contalning upwards of 10,000 people
was 600,146, a decrease of 285,296, or upwards of 81 per cent, while the num-
ber of sehool districts In 1860 was 11,358, While the number of school
children has decreased durlng that time nearly one-third, thers has been
substantinlly no decrease in the number of rural districts, It nesds no
srgument to show that the antiquated school district system, which served
the people so well in 1380, has outgrown its usefulness, and that, if the stute
of New York desires to keep pace with adjoining states in the advancement
of her educational interests, some new system must be devised.

#The township system, or some unit larger than the present system, in
my judgment, Is the only solution of the difioulty, uod until the state shall
have sdopted that system its rural schools will continue to decline in
efficlency. There ls, in my opinion, no better school in America then the
‘unfon free school and village school of our state, but the results thers
obtained cannot possibly be achieved in the weal rural districis, where the
‘aversge attendance is less than tweaty pupils, and, as shown above, in
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noarly 3,000 districts less than ten.  The smbliions and rivalries of the stu-
dents—incentives 1o groaler exertion on the part of the puplls—which pre-
valled thirty-five years ago in these country distriots no longer axist. The
school ls lifeless, cannot be graded, there Is llttle enthuslasm among the
students, snd that activity sod esroestaess which come from sumbers are
entirely lncking.” (Report for 1804-65, pp. x, x1)

II. The arguments for the roform have been luminously stated by Mr.
A. W. Edson, one of the Mussachuselts siate agents, as follows:

Consolidation and Transportation,—There is s decided tesdency on the
part of intelligent nnd progrossive communities to close the small schools
in remote disiriow, sod to transport children to the graded schools of the
villages, whera batter classification, better grading and better teaching are
the rule. This ls dome not so muoh from an economle standpolot as
because of the firm conviction that the children recelve greater educational
advantages there thao in the small, ungraded schools,

The number of childron In the back districts is small, and growing loss
every yemr., With lew children and small classes there can be but litle
enthuslasm sod progress.

The leading arguments in favor of the movement are:

1. It permits n better grading of the schools and classificstion of puplls.
Consolldstion allows puplis to ba placed where they can worlk to the best
ndvantage, the various subjects of study to be wisely selected and corre-
Inted, and more time to be given 1o recliation.

2. It affords an opportunity for thorough work In special branchoes,
wuch a2 drawlng, musio and nawure study. It also allows an sorichment in
other lines.

4, It opens the doors o more woeks of schoollng and to schools of &
higher grade.  The people La villages almost lovariably lengthen the school
year and support s bigh school for advanced puplils.

4. Tt insures the employmsnt and fom of batter b Teach-
ers in small, ungraded schools sre usually of limited sducation, traloing or

lence, or are past the age of competition. The salaries pald o clties
“d&ﬂli.‘u:ll:t;: wide range lo the seloctlon of teachers.
. It ma wark of the specialist und supervisor far more effective,
Thelr plans snd efforie can all be trated I?:tn hing tangible.

8. It adds the stimulsting Influences of largo classes, with the resulting
enthuslasm and generous rlyaley. The dissipline and tralning obtained
are lnvaluable, -

1. It affords the broader fonabip aod cul that come from
mssonintion.

B It results ln s belter attendance of puj as proved by experlence
in towns whers the plan hus been !.hurou[hlrt::hh;d. ¥ s

6 It leads to botter school bulldlugs, better aquipment, & larger supply
of books, charts, maps and apparatus,  All these naturally follow a concen-
teation of peopls, woalth and cffors, and ald in makiog good schools. The
large expeaditure (mplled o these bester appol s wise ]
for the cost per pupll is really much less than the cost ln small and whhiy
soparated sohools.

ml]t‘li. A“dlu‘l&“ qulok publie { in the schools, Pride ia the
quality of the work done o gront thy and better fellowship
throoghout the town,
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Mr. Edson reports that the following objections have been made In
Muassachusetts:

1. Depreclstion of property; decressed valuation of farma in districts
where schools are

2. Dialike 1o send young children to school far from home, away from
the oversight of parents, and to provide a cold lunch for them rather than
& warm d laner,

1. Danger w health and morals; children obliged to travel too far in
cold and stormy weather; obliged 1o walk & portion of the way to meet the
team, and then to ride to school in damp clothing and with wet feet; unsuit-
sble conveyance and uncertaln driver; sssociation with so muny children of
all classes and conditions; lack of proper oversight during the noon hour.

4. InsuMeclent and unsultable clothing; expense to parenis of properly
clothing thelr children.

5 Difficulty of securlag s proper conveyance on reasonable terms; or,
i the parent {s allowed compensation, of sgreeing upon terms satisfuctory
to both parties, parents sod town officials,

8, Local joal : an ach ledgment that some other section of the
town has grestor advantages and ls outstripping any other locality.

7. Natural proneness of some people to object to the removal of any
anciont landmark, or to any lnnovation, however worthy the measure or
bowaver well roceived elsewhere.

To these objections Mr. Edson, who Is one of the most competent of
authorities, replles:

The first one {8 more imaginary than resl, for any level-headed man
with chiidren 1o be educated will piaces higher value on the quality of the

schools and the school spirit in the community than upon the number and
sccessibility of thé schools. Experience has demonstrated the fact that
property In towns commlitted 10 this plan has apprecisted rather than
depreociated in value.

The second and third objections are the most serlons. It behooves
school authoritios to see thas the danger ls reduced to s minimuom, Buit-

able conveyances, covered, should be provided, and potent
drivers selected. No risis should be taken. Durlng the noon hour some
teachor should remain with the chil who carry lunch

The fourth, Afth, and slxth objections have no grest welght. Tho last
one has great Influence with those peopls who choose to live, move, and
dieas did their socestors, on the theory that this s the lsst generstios,
and that any special offorts at improvement are just 50 much more than is
wise or necessary.

IIl. The experiment in consolldstion pow in progress in portheastern
Ohio ix of such | and promise as o from th l
‘reports for 18856-86 of the two superintendents who have been most promi-
meat in the work. This recent movement may have an interest for some
1. Extraots from the report of Mr. F. E. Morrison, superintendent of
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beon oblained without worklng any disadvantage to the viilage puplls, for
we have boon enahled to opon & sew room and supply another teacher in
the village schools, thus reducing the bor of grades ln each room and
giving all the puplls better schoo! advantages. We have sufliclont room
yot for waveral more puplls without erowding the roomas

“The puplls of the subdisiricts have not only beon given the sdvantage
of more exiended arsociations anil larger olassos with which to reelte, but
they have also the sdvantages of & school where the teacher has lewer
recitations and oan give more time and attectlon 1o each recitation; thus
the pupll's progress s much more rapld than Is possible tn & sohool where
there are threo Umes as many elasses and one-slxth the number of puplle,
It is m fwct thst the work of the veacher depends more upon the number of
clasasd W reclte than the bar of pupils in d 1t in & ploasure
Indesd 10 note that the sttend In the subdistriots that have mvalled
themselves of the new system hus Incressed from 50 1o 150 per cent i vome
onses, and & larger Inoreass (n all cases; the dally attendancce In the same
subdistricts bas Inoraased trom 50 to 00 per cant to 0 or 05 per cons, thus
Inoreasing groatly the returns from the school fund lovested. This has
boen accomplished at o saving of more than #1,000 to the taxpayors lo the
thres years.

““The board of sducation sed clbizens of Kingsville are to be congratu-
lated for thelr progressive and energetlo spirlt in boing ploneers ln formu-
Intlng sod placiag In operating & systom of education superior to any in the
state of Ohlo, and which Is 1o be the system of the future. The board of

| has been enabled, under the pew school law, to conduat (1a finan-
olal matters by botter buslness methods, buylng its supplies In quantities
sed lestlng iis contracts on compstitive bids, and by cesiralizing the
schools, thus saving many needless o3 penses,

"It should be mentioned that the pormancnt improvements made by the
board of education during the past threo yoars wre nearly double the
amoant made durieg the precoding three years

2 Extracts from the reportof Mr. J. R. Adame, superiatendont of Mad-
Ison townahlp, Lake county:

~ "In my report 10 the board one year ago I called aitention o the very
low average sitendsnce ln some of our schools, the groat expense per
enpita of educsting the puplls in thoss small schools, and to the fact that,
on secount of the lack of {oterest and enthuslasm thereln, good results
coald not be obtalned asd suggested the plan of consolidation as the propar

“Aoting upon my suggestlon, the bosrd, having o view only the best
Interest of the children for whom our schools exist, voted to consolidate
three subidistricts wt North Madison, No. 16 and No 3 with No. 12, und also
three at Uniouville, No. 10 apd No. 11 with No. 4, arrangementa belng
made with the school board of Harpersfield township whereby the pupils
of subdisteiot No. 1, of sald township, might sttend the sohool st Unlonville
upon paymeut by she board of education of Iarpersfiold 10 the board of
education of Madison towaship the sum of #140 tuition,

“Our school opened with two tenchers and with an atlendance of 93
puplls. This was certainly more thas the mumber for which we had
planned, and was & great surprise 1o me, for from No. 10, in which sub-

had beon the previous yesr an d of only 10 puplis,
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thore came 18; from No. 11, In which thers bad been an attendance of only
B pupils, there cume 18, and from the Harpersfleld distriot, ln which there
hsd been an attecdance of 14 puplls, there came 23. The number of puplls
enrolled in this school was 107, with an average stiardanoe of 73,

‘‘Having tried the pew plan for & year, it is oo longer an experiment,
but an experlence, with us; therefore, let us pow candidly look at the
resilts. Firsi, | wish you to know what the patrons of the cousolldated
school shink of the plan, and then to give you, as briefly s I can, some of
my own observations, All the patroos of the school of subdistrict No. 10 of
Madison, and in subdistriot No. 1 of Harpersfleld, bave signed a paper
stating that they are well pleased with the plan and its results, and asking
thelr respective boards to continue the plan another year. While there
has been no onnvass nt Unlonville, subdistrict No. 4, to ascortaln what the
people thero think of the plan, yet, from what I have heard, I am confident
that they are unsnimous in Its support. The loreguing represents the
oplalon of patrons who send 89 of the 107 puplls to this school. A large
majority of the patrons o subdistrict No, 11, who send 18 of the 107 pupils
to the school In question, have publicly expressed th Ives as belng dis-
satisfied with the plan, and thas under It thelr children have not received

the educational advantages which they ought to have recsived. Further
comment (8 unnecessary.

“‘Followlng are some of the good results which have come under my per-
sonal observation:

L. A much larger per cent of ated puplls

2. No wwrdiness mmong the transported pupile,

& Irregular attendance reduced, the per cent of sttendance of trans-
ported puplls from two subdistricts belng each 94 per cent, the highest
in the township.

4. Pupils can be botter classified and graded,

8. No waet feet or clothing, nor colds resulting th

STATISTICS.
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6, No quarreling, Improper language or I.mpn-per conduct on the way
w0 and from school.

7. Puplls upder the care of respomsible persons from the time they
leave bome in the morning unt!l they return at night.

8  Pupils can have the advantage of better schoolrooms, better
heated, better ventilated and better supplied with apparatus, ete.

9. Puplls have the advantage of that interest, esthusissm, and con-
fidence which large classes always bring.

10, Better mahmuubumplw hence 'Ialm schoals.

11. Tha plan i more b and supervision,

12, It {a more economical. Uﬂwﬁumrﬂaﬂnoﬂndwﬂuw
pupll on the basls of total enrollment has been reduced from 814 1o $10.45;
on the basis of ago dally d from $20.00 to 816.07, This
statoment is for the paplls in sald subdistricts Nos. 10 and 11.

13, Amdﬁhﬁﬂm‘mmmm”
thut It Is & step in the direction to a well-graded
ﬂﬂdehwldlhmwhumhuqud
teacher with five 1o eight grades, and with aboui as much time for
h recitation as is needed to properly nasign the next losson.”






