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PREFACE.
—_——

Trx HisTorY or BERksairE owes ils existence te
the following votes of the Berkshire Association of Con-
gregational Ministers, passed at their session in Stock--
bridge, June 13th, 1826

¢ lst. That we will adopt measures to secure the wri-
ting, and as soon as circumstsnces shall permit; the
printing and cireulation, of a History of the County;
which shall embrace an account of every thing important
in it, whether natorel or anificial, civil, literary, or reli-
--gious :—more particularly, which shail embmce an ae-
count of the settlement of the several Tqowns: die form-
ation of Parishes and Churchies the aettlement, die-
roission and death of Ministera: revivals of religioll,
and skeiches of the lives of eminent men.

24. That Rev, My. Field be requested to collect and
prepare the materials for said History.”>-

At the time these votes were passed, it was designed
to apply to Prof. Dewey'to write the Natural History of
the County. He hias done'more. The part to which his
name e prefixed, is written by him, with the exception
of the paragraphs which-reapect the early settlement of -
the County, thg Aboriginal inhabitants, the Revalution-
ary War, -Shays’ Insurrection, the Courts, revivals of
religion, and most of the Tablea Thesa have been
supplied by the Commiicee, according to an eagly ups
derstanding between the Professor apd him,
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The Clergymen belonging to the Association were

expected to write the history of their awn Towns, and
in some instances, of adjoining Towns, where no Min-
isters were setded ; or at least to supply the Committee
with facts, from which he might compile a history.
They have written what is ascribed to them, except that
in some cases facts are inserted which they had omit-
ted In a few instanoes, facts are erased which had
been more appropriately introduced in other parts of
the work; and in others, statements, found te be erro-
neus, are corrected. The same liberty has been taken
with the manuscripts furnished by Laymen. In gener-
al, however, the histories of the towns appear, botb as
to “‘ matter and form,” es they were written by the au-
thors. .
For the facts concerning Cheshire, the Committee is
indebted principally to the Rey, Hexry B. Hoouenw,
and JonaTHAX Ricaanpson, Esq; for thoze concerning
Savoy, to Elder Bensamix F. ReminoTon, and Sner-
1em Bannitr, Feq.; and for those concerning Florida,
to Jeeee J. King, Esq. and Deacon RopEAT Fire.
Several persons have furnished him with facts concern-
ng New Ashford. IsnaEgl Jonke, Esq., of Adams, haa
been particularly kind in collecting and communicating
‘facts concerning several towne m the north part of the
County.

To all these gentlemen, and to gll others, who have
assisted him in any way.in preparing this work for the.
press, the Committee takea this apportunity to return
his warmest, thanks.

In arranging the Towns, the general older of their
scttlement has heen followed, 'Where one town origin-
ally included several, the original town, and the towna
formed out of it, are of course given in counection.,
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HISTORY OF BERKSHIRE.

GENERAL YIEW OF THE COUNTY.

Situation, Fzlent, &c. -

Tue County of Berkshire is the western part of the
Commonwealth of Maasachusetts, and extends across
the State from North to South: It belonged originally
to the County of Hampshire, or to what was long fa-
miliarly designated as the Old County of Hampahire,
until ite division in 1811~12, into three counties, Frank-
lin on the north, Hampshire in the middle, and Hamp-
den inthe south. It was sepurated and made a distinct
county, by an act of the Provincial Legislature of
Massachuseits, passed at their session in M;}y, 1761, in
the first year of the reign of GEorce the Turrn. At
that time there were but four incorporated towns in the
County, viz. Sheffield, Stockbridge, New Marlborough,
and Egremont ; and but six planiations, viz. Pontoosuck,
now Piusfeld ; New Framingham, now Laneaborough;
‘West Hoosic, now Williamstown; No. 1, now 'Isyr-
ingham ; No. 3, now Sandisfield, and No. 4, now Beck-
et The limits of the Connty, a8 given in the act, wera
a8 follows, viz, ¢ Beginning at the western line of Grap-

" wille, where it touches the Conneeticut line, to run north-
erly ar far as said weat line of Granville runs, then eest-
erly to the southwest corner of Blanford, and to run by
the west line of the same town, to the north-western cor-
ner thereol; fiom thence northerly in a direct line to

. the south-east corner of No. 4, and so running by the
easterly line of No. 4, to the north-cast corner thereof;
and thence in a direct course to the south-west comer
af Charlemont, and po northerly in the west ling of the

’
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same town, till it comes to the north bound of the prav-
ince, and northerly on the line between this province
and the province of New Hampshire, [now Yermont,

New Hampshire being considered at that time as rup-
ning as fer west as Massachusetts,] and on the west by
the utmost limits of this province.”> The lands within

these limits, with the inhabitants thereon, it was enact-

ed, should be, glter the 30th of Jure, 1781, one entire
~ county, by the name of Berkshire. This name was

probably taken from the county of Berkshire, or Berks,

A pléasant and important inland county in England, so

the west of London.

" There are now in the Qounty, thirty towns, and three

traets of unincorporated land. The towns are Sheffield,

Egremont, Mount Washington, Great Barrington, Al-

ford, Stockbridge, West Stockbridge, Tyringham, New

Marlborough, Sandisfield, Becket, Otis, Richmond,

Lenox, Pittefield, Dalton, Washington, Lee, Lanesho-
rough, Cheshire, New Ashford, Williamstown, Han-

cock, Peru, Windsor, Hinsdale, Adams, Savoy, Clarke-
burg, and Florida. The unincorperated tracts are Bes-

ton Corner, on the south-west corner of the County,

. thus called, because it ie the south-west corner of Bes-

fon State, as Maszachusetts is sometimes called ; the
Gore, a tract west of Willimistown, in the form of a
triangle, being about three and an hall miies long, and
oné in breadth at the base, on Hancock line; and Zear,
a broken tract lying east of Florida, and principally east
of Deerfield river.

At the time of the formation of the County, the line
was not definttely scttled between Massachusetts and
New York. It remained many years afterwards, as it
had been many belore, a pubject of disenssion aud dis- -
pute between the governments and the inhabitants, and
the cause of much anxicty and trouble. The Dutch
Patentees laid claim to lands ‘as [ar castward as the
Housatonic. When the line wag run and finally estab- .
lished in 1787, by the Rev. D)1, Ewing and Dr. Ritten-
house, of Philadelphia, and Thomas Hutchins, Esq.,
Commissioners appointed by Congress, at the request
of the States of Massachusetts and New York, to per-
form thie business, it threw p considerable om'o'n of:
the town of Hancock into the Btate of New York ; Init
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it left a gore against West Stockbridge and Alford,
which was attached to Berkshire, and subsequently an-
nexed to those Wwna.

The eastern boundary has also been the subject of
some alterations In 1783, ¢ the north-east corner of
Becket, the south side of Partridgefield, [now Peru] a

art of Washington, and the land called Prescotts’

rants, all in the County of Berkshire,” with some
lands in Worthington and Chester, in the county of
Hampshire, were incorporated into a town hy the name
of Middlefield, and the whole was annexed to the coun-
ty of Hampshire. Some years since, a strip of land
was laken from Cummington and Plainfield, in Ham
shire county, and added to Windsor, in this county, In
1793, a portion of the plantation, designated No. 7,
now Hawley, lying within the limits of Berkshire, was
annexed to that town, and to the county of Hampshire.
In 1822, a gore of land in the north-east corner of this
county, was incornorated with oo much of the town of

™ )I‘.ly\.l-l, TrALML OHS aaawe

Rowe in the adjoining county, as lies west of Deerfield
river, into a town by the name of Monroe, and rhe
whole was annexed to the county of Franklin. The
tract taken from Berkshire, begins on the north line of
Florida, 600 rods from its north-west corner, and rung
thenee N, 10 deg. E, 850 rods, to the kine of Vermont,
and comprises all the Jand north of Florida, east of thia
northern line.

By these various salterations, the County of Berks
ghire hps been in a small degree diminished.

It lies Letween Lat. 42 deg. 2 min. and 42 deg. 44
min. N, The Latitude of the south-west corner of the
County and State is 42 deg. 3 min. N., according to the
Report of the Survey of the Boundary Line between
this State and that of New York, made by Thomaas
Hutching, Esq. in 178%, The Longitude of the north-
west corner of the County and State is very nearly 73 -
deg. 23 min. W.; that of the south-west corner is 2 lit=
tle greater. 'The length of the west line of the County
is stated in the above Report to be * filty miles, forty-
one chains, and seventy-mine links.” Itis considered
tp be a straight line in the Report, and its course is giv-
en N. 15 deg. 12 min. 9 sec. E., the variation of the
peedie being at the time of the survey, (July, 1787) &
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deg. 3 min. W. This line, as already intimated, is the
present boundary between the States of Massachuserta
and New York.

. The breadth of the County, along the line of Ben-
ningion county, in Vermont, is about fourteen miles ;
and along the line of Litchfield county, in Connecticut,
about twenty-four miles. ., The eastern bonndary is ir-
regular, following the western boundary lines of the ad-
Jjoining towns in the counties of Hampden, Hampshire,
and Frauklin, Several miles north of the soulk line,
the breadth is about twenty-six miles, and across the
middle aboutsixteen miles. The area of the County ia
about 950 square miles, or 605,000 square acres.

SerrLEMENT.~~Berkshire was settled later than any
other county in the Commonwealth ; and the fact, al-
ready mentioned, that the houndary line between Mas-
sachusetts and New York was not definitely fixed, pro-
bably delayad the sctitement.  People were afraid, if
they planted themselves on the Housatonic, they should
he molested in their possessions.  The Duich, who had
settled along the Hudson, and were expected to spread
themselves castward, were viewed at that time with
prejudice, and were not denired as neighbors.  Desides,
the County was spbmewhat remote from other English
settlements, was diflicult of accese, and while nearly the
whole was covered with thick and almest impenetrablie
forests, large portions of it were broken and mountain-
ous. In addition to these eircumstances, serious fears
were entertained by the Euglish, if the Indians in the
County could be kept in quietuess, that incursions
would be made into it by the Indians and French {rom
Canada, coming down the waters of Lake Champlain
and the Hudson, and then following the course of the
Hoosie; that their habitations would- be exposed to
eonflagration, and their persons to the tomahawk and
ecalping knife. At length, however, incipient maasures
were taken to settle two townships on the Housatonic,
somprehending at thie time the whole aouth-western seo-

~ tion of the County. 'Thess settlements rendered it ne-
ceasary that a road should be opened from Westfield,
over the range of the Green Mountains to Shefhield
This circumstance led to the location and setlerhent of
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the towns in the south-eastern section of the County.
Sales of land also were made by the Legislature [rom
time to time, and grants to companies and individuals, te
compensate them for losses which they had sustained, or
to reward them for labora which they had performed,
while in the public service. These purchasers and grant-
eed became interested, of course, in making setlements
"The early erection of Fort Massachusetts on the Hoo-
aic, in Adams, and the subsequent erection of smaller
Sld temporary fortifications southward to the line of

onnecticut, served to bring the lands in Berkshire into
notice. The passage of large bodies of troops through
the County, in the French wars, had the same effect,
and tended to promote the settlement of them, after the
close of those wars. Belore the first French war, which
was declared in 1744, there were but few settlers in
Bearkshire. Alter that, and before the commencement
ol the second French war, which actually Began in 1754,
Lut was not formally declared till 1756, the settlers had
considerably increased. After the close of dhiis war in
1763, setlements advanced rapidly until the war of the
Revolution.  Since thattime, the population las for the -
most part gradually, though uwntil within a few years,
slowly increused, by reason of the almost constant emi-
gration to Vermout, New York, and other portions of,
our country. The succession of cold surminers and un-,
fruitful scasons, ending with 1916, frightened mnany,
who fled to the west, dreaming of perpetual sunshinc '
and unfailing plenty.

The early scttlers of Berkshire, with the exception
of somc [amiltes 1o a few ol the south-western towns,
were almost wholly of English extraction. They came
from the middle and eastern parts of Massachusents,
from Connecticut and Rhode Island,

The following Table will show when the several
towns in the County were first settled by the English,
so far as has been ascertained, the time when they were
incorprated, and the number of inhabitants, accordin
to the census of the United States, in 1791, 1800, 181
and 1820.
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—a
= Names. [ Settled. | Incor| 17011 1800] 1810] 1820
Sheffield, 1725(1783( 1894y 2060, 243Y| 2476
Egremont, aly’t 1730{1760] 759| 835| 790| 865
ount Washington, | 1753 or 4|1779] 67| 291 474| 467
Great Barrington, ab’t 1730(1761| 1873| 1764| 1734| 1908
Alford, ab’t 1740|1773| 577 b618| b522| 570
Stockbridge, 1734-36]1739| 1336| 1261| 1372| 1377
West Stockbridge, 1766|1774| 1113] 1002| 1049 1034
Tyringham, 1739|1762| 1397| 1712| 1680| 1443
ew ﬁ‘[arlbmnugh, 1739|1759 1848| 1822| 1668
Sandisfield, 17501762 | 1581| 1857 1795 lgg
Becket, 1755|1765 751 930| 1028
Otis, 1756-60{1773| 605] 1102 1111] 981
Richmond, 1760{1765| 1266| 1044] 1041] 923
Lenox, 1750[1767] 1169] 1041 1310] 13156
Pittsfield, 1762|1761 1992| 2261| 2665| 2768
Dalton, ab't 1755|1784 b54| 859 779 817
Washington, 1760{1777| b588| 914] 942/ 750
Lee, 1760(1777| 1170] 1267 1305| 1384
Lanesborough, 1754-59(17656| 2142| 1443| 1303 1319
Cheshire, 1767|1793 1325| 1315 1202
New Ashford, ab’t 1762|1801 390, 411| B8bH8
Williamstown, 17561 or 2(1765] 1769 2086| 1843 2010
Hancock, 1762({1776] 1211 1187| 1049] 1163
Peru, 1764(1771| 1041 1361] 912| 748
Windsor, ab’t 17671771| 916] 961| 1108| 1085
Hinsdgle, 1762 or 31804 822| 823
Adams, ab’t 1764|1778 2040{ 1688| 1763| 1836
Savoy, 1777|1797 480 711| 852
Clarksburg, 1769(1798 253 231 274
Florida, ab’t 1783|1505 302 431
*Boston Corner,
*Gore, 92
*Zoar, 78| 215 150
30291133885 35799|35720

¢ Unincorporated Tracts.

The number of inhabitants to a square mile was, in
1791, (omitti fraction:E[s) 31; in 1800, 35; in 1810,
37; and in 1820, 37. The number may now be 42.

Note.—The census of the towns and unincorporated
tracts, in some instances is incomplete, and of course
footings could not be made, but the total is given as
obtained from other sources, :
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The ccnsus hias been taken *‘in diverse mannera™

e census of this County and State
Maine) in 1791, here given for the sake o
was as {ollows:

scxcluai\'c of
comparison,

ap—— — - ——
| Eo] & | & ¥
|2 §,§|§'g = =
tal ¢ | 8 [F228%: 3 |24
B 3 B |e$.z]'u$°;_-,o$ °g R
) ° & Cem s 8% =5 o
Bl | m mEFmEf'ewg WEl
County,| 26| 4476 4899| 7366, 1793| 14508 323/ 39291

State, 2651 B4ATT) GHTTO; 91403 87289|190583|5436|378787
# ==

Proportion of the tax for 1792, assessed upon the
several counties of the State, exdusne ol Maine, by
which {if the proportien be just) a judgrent may be
formed of the rﬂteable property of each county. .

Counties,

Essex, .
Middlesex,
Plymoulh,
Bristol,

Bamstable, .
Duke’s County,

Nantucket,
Worcester,

Representntives’ pay. Proportion of taa.
Suffolk, including Norfolk, $1643,00 20

Hampshire (0ld)

Berkshire,

Total of the State,

. 153,00 12046,21
. 2111,00  9940,51
. .B1,00  5470,35
. . 686,67  5223,08
. . 251,00 1857,53
... 54,00 539,79
.. L 102,00 564,18
. . 238300 1166735
. 1631,00 906,00
.. 114200 476850
S1283,67  £74139,15

The following items are taken from a

census in 1820 :

summary of tha

e o Ll i

g | Ed| 8¢ | 8¢ | 85

o SN wE | 2E | w%

- =] =] o X oo > %

g |2 = 2| %2 | ¥8 | ¥Y

s %8| £ (38| 25| 22 B3

; Sgl & Ee2lgd | a8 i@s
County, 340968| 852| 56720 94) 7568]  138] 2019
Atate, B1641916740|52328718425) 63460] 13201] 83464

2
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. 'The whole number of polls in the County in 1822 (by returm)

was B420
do. State do., 122716

Aggregate-of rateahle property in the County in 1822, #316671
do. State do. 218656

Pay on $1000, includiog polls, at 1§ mill each 240; 68.

Aponicines,—When the English commenced their
sertlements in DBerkshire, there were but few Indian
families living within its limits, and most of these in
Sheflield and Stockbridge. These wore soon collected
togcther, with others from the vicinity, into the latter
town 3 where their friendship was eﬂecma]ly secured
by the establishment of o Christian mission among
them, and where they became very useful to the Eng-
lish, often acting as guides and as spies for them.
Though the people in several towna were greatly dis-
turbed hy Indians from a distance, it is not known that
they were in a single instanee disturbrd biv menbers of
shis tribe. In the first French war, the Indians which
came into the County, up the Hoosic river, and attack-
ed Fort Massachusetts, in Adams, passed on to the set-
tlements on the Connecticut, evidently avoiding the
Btockbridge Indians, both because they had no hope of
winning them over to their views, and because they
might have successfully resisted them, had they been
attacked, in the Indian mode of warfare. In the second
French war, only a selitary incursion was made down
a6 far as the cenire of the County, and that by a few in.
dividuals. In this war, while a temporary suspicion
reated upon the Stockbridge Indians, they soon repel-
led it, by tendering their services to the government of
the Colony. In the war of the Revolution, many of
them enlisted into the army, and some sacrificed their
lives in the cause of our country.

Although the Indtens were few when Berkshire began
to be settled, they were acknowledged as the rightful
owners of the soi! ; and measures were adopted by the
Legialature of Massachusetta to effect the extinguish-
ment of the Indian title. From-deeds and other docu-
ments in the possession of sore of the towns, it is certain
that regular purchases were in most instances made, and
the presumption is that they were made in all The
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consideration given was usually small; but thereé is ne
evidence it was not all the lands were worth at the time.

The tradition of the Stockbridge Indians is, that they
were much more numerous originally, than they were
when the English first came into the County. 'This is
highly probable, though there is no proof of their hav-
ing ever been very numerous. But by what means

" they were diminished, does not cerminly appear. The
euccessive wars carried on by the Enplish against the
Indian tribes in the eastern parts of New Enpgland, may
have alarmed them, and induced many to flee to the
west, where they mingled with other tribes, As early
as the memorable war, called King Philip’s war, (near
the middle of August, 1675) about 200 fugitive Indians
were observed to pasa by Westfield, going on west-
ward; * News thereof (rays HHubbard in his Narrative
of the Indian Ware) being brought to Major Talcot, he
with the soldiers of Connecticut colony under bis corn-
mand, both Indians and English, pursued after them as
far as Ausotunnoog [Housnmnic])river, (in the middle
way betwixt Westfield, and the Dutch river and Fort
Albany) where he overtook them, and fought with them
killing and taking 45 prisoners, 25 of whom were fight-
ing men, without the Joss of any one of his company,
save a Mohegin Indian: many of the rest were badly
wounded, as appeared by the bushes being much be-
emeared with blood, as was observed by those who fol-
lowed them f[urther.

It is gince written (rom Albany, that there were sun-
dry lost besides the 45 ahovementioned, to the number
of three score in afl.”

This batle was probably fought in 8tockbridge, nenr
the site of the meeting-house erected in 1784, recently
taken down. In removing the earth, to prepare for the
foundation of the house, Indian Dones were found,
which may have been the bones of persons slain in the
conflict.

The tendency of this battle was greatly to alarm the
Indians in Berkshire. The flight of the remnants of
Eastern tribes throngh their territory afterwards, report-
ing the slaughter of their fathers, women and clhil ren,
and the destruction of their villages, was calculated to
produce the same effect. i
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A particular account of the Siockbridge Indians will
be given in the history of that tawn.

Face or Tag Country, SoiL, &c.—Berkshire Coun-
ty is hilly and mountainous, presenting a very uneven
surface. High hills and deep vallies cover it. Along
the eastern boundary, and extending westward, often to
the middle of the County, is a high range of hills, be-
ing a continuation of the Green Mountains of Yermont,
southwards inte Connecticut  The east line of the
County ‘extends generally a little to the eastward of
the highest part of this range. Passing from the sum-
mit westward, there are two or three ranges of hills,
generally of less elevation, until we come to the valley
of the Housatonie® river. Through this valley there
are also distinet ranges of hills; but they are broken
down to the Jevel of the valley, and appear to the trav-
elier as insulated hilla

The elevation of several points in the east range is
pechaps 1801} or 2000 feet above the valley ; but the gen-
eral level of the range may be taken at about 1600 feet
Towards the north part of the County, this range is
more elevated. Seddle Mountain, lying between
Williamstown and New Ashlord on the west, nnd Ad-
ams and Cheshire on the east, is considered to belong
to the eastern range.  Its highest summit, called Gray-
lock, lying nearly west of the south village in Adaine, is
2300 (cet, by barometrical measurement, above the lev-
el of the valley at Williams College, and very ncarly
3880 fect above tidewater at Albany. 'Two other points
of this mountain are several hundred feet lower than
Graylock, although they are very elevated peaks. This
rountain ig the highest in the Commonwealth. Two
of its summits have at a distanee the general form of a
saddle—hence its name. It presenws a very grand ap-
pearance [rom several towns at the south, as well as
from many towns in the adjoining counties on the east.

® The orthogrephy of the name of this river, and of various oth-
€r names, common in the County, has been, very different at dif-
ferent times and places. Thus, Hoosic bas besn and is written
Hoosick, Hoosuck, and Hoosue. Dir Dwight proposes Hoeston-
Buc—but it is cot thus writtan in sny records,
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The west side of Saddje Mountain has a lower ridge,
the higher points of which are about 1500 feet abova
the Coliege, and the whole is closely connected with the
principal mountain. This lower ridge is broken intm
two parts, nearly west of Graylock, quite to the foot of
the mountain, forming what people commanly call the
Hopper, In some parts the rocks are bare for.hun-
dreds of feet in elevation, with a steep slope, and the
strata of rock are to be seenin many ptaces qnite 10 the
base. The Hopper is one of the wildest and most ro-
mantic spots in this section of our country. The patch-
ea of epvergreens oceurring on the sides of the mountain,
are frowning with gloom on the spectator, whose eye ia
then relieved by resting on the bare clifi, or the cultv
vated Gelds beside him. Saddle Mountain is about six
miles in length, and is altogether a noble pile of moun-
tmins. It is separated from the range on the east only
by the narrow valley of the Hoosic in Adams. The.
range of hills along the east of the County, is nowhere
cut through by deep valleys, aflording good passages
for roads—but the traveller is obliged to pass over high
elevations to descend to the valley of the Connecticut, *
The principal roads to the east cross this range in Flor-
ida, é’avoy, Peru, Becket, and Sandisfield,

Along the western boondary of the County, runs the
Taconic range of mountains. In the South part, the
line is considerably west of the summit—along the mid-
dle of the County, is near the surmnit—and towards the
north, it is, in different places, on both sides of the sum-
mit. Owing to the direction of the range more westerly,
the north-west corner is many hundred feet below and
east of the sumimit.of the range. The Taeonic rangs
extends by its spurs from one to three or {four miles
easterly into the County. On the west of Pittsfield,
thie range begins to turn more towards the east, leaving
the most of Hancock on the west of the higher par,
which ends-abruptly in a high hill at the south part of
Williamstown, bounding the Wiiliamstown valley on
the south. Another ridge passes off from it in Han-
caek, west of Lanesborough, along which the boundary
line is continued on the west of Hancock and Williams-
town. The epur, which by terminating as mentioned

above, aflords a space ﬁg the Willismstown vailey,
) -, . ) . L .
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scems to commence egain north of the valley, and to
continue its course into Vermont. The eastern range
ia every where covered to the summit with the original
forest trees.

The Taconic range is much the most elevated and
least broken in the south part of the County. As you
pass northwards, it is divided by deep valleys nearly to
its base, forming comparatively easy passages for roads.
This is specially true in passing (rom West Stockbridge
and the middle of Hancock into the Smate of New York
The genera! elevation of the Taconic range, at the
north and helow the middle of the County, is about
1200 or 1400 feet. In Egremont, it becomes consider-
ably higher; and the highest summit of 'zcoric moun=
tain, ofien called Mount Washington, on the west of
Bheflieid, is elevated about 2400 feet above the plain
in that town, and 3150 feet above the tide water of the
Housatonie river. This mountain has two prominent

eaks, of which the south may he about 400 (eet lower

an that just mentioned. It is composed of numerous
iles of mountains, extending .several miles iu length,
t has a very grand appearance. 'The roek, towards the
surmnit of this mountain, is to a great extent destitute
of s0il, and the higher parts are nearly destitute of treea.

The Housatonic valley extends {rom Laneshorough
and Windser on the north, or from about tweive miles
south of the north boundary of the County, southwards
through the middle of i Its breadih is very various,
Reckoning from the foot of the east and west range of
hills, it varies from four to eight miles. 'The insulated
hills which so often occur in it, give it the appearanca

nerally of being much narrower than this. These

ilts disappear in Pittsfield, and afiord a very fine and
wide opening. In Lenox and Lee, the valley appears
‘much narrower; in Stockbridge, it is rather wider; be-
comes wider in Great Darrington ; and in Sheffield,
as the -hillse are less frequent, appears wider still;
though the largest opening is in the town first mention-
ed. The heauty of this valley bas often been remarked
by travellers. In the gouthern part of the County, the
- beauty of the level road is greatly heightened l’gy its
proximity to the Housatonic. The mountain scenery
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of this valley can never fail to atiract the eye and inter-
est the feelinga of the man of taste.

The valley of Williamstown, lying between the Ta-
conic range on the west, and Saddle Mountain on
the east, is much parrower and shorter than the one al
ready described. It presents many bo!d and sublime
views of the adjoining mountains and hills, which are at
such a distance {rom the eye io the middle of the valley,
aa to show themnselves to the greatest advantage. The
richness of the vegetation, and the thickness and luxu-
riance and humerous colours of the forests on the kills,
have called forth the admiration of all the lovers of wild
and romantic scenery who have visited it  'The varying
landscape of the valley itself, lies in full view from ma-
ny of the eminences, boundcd by the grand scenery of
the monntains,

On the south-west, thia valley extends several miles,
narrow indeed, into the town of Hancock. It is also
connected on the east, with the narrow valley of Adams,
winding between SBaddle Mountasin on the west, and
Hoosic Mountain in Florida on the east, in the most
picturesque manner, on hoth sides of the south and prins
cipal branch of the Hoosic river, southwards through
Cheshire. Indeed, the valley of Adams extenda south-
wards with a graduat aseent to the valley of the House-
tonic, in the north-east part of Pittsiield, passing a
elight elevation, from which the waters run northwarda
into the Hoosic, or sauthwards into the Housatonic

The valley of Williamstown is separated much mors

erfectly from that of the Housatonie, on the sonth in
&ew Ashford, by the multitude of Lills which stretch.
across this town to the soutlvast part of Saddle Mouns
tain. The romantic scenery along the narrow and wind-
ing defile throrgh which the county road passes in this
part of New Ashflord, the hills being almost in contact
with the traveller, never fails to atiract altention. In-
deed, the steepness of the cultivated hills, and the road
winding along a murmuricg branch of the Hoosie, has
often reminded the traveiler of the interesting scenery
of Bwitzerland.

Besides the general ranges and mountains already
sneationed, a few others deserve to be noticed.

.
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Alum Hill, on the south-east of Sheflield, and sepa-
rating the Housatonic from Kunkapet river. This is
only the termination of the north-east mountain, on the
north-east of Sheffield, extending north several miles
into Great Barringion, and having an elevated summit
gf perhaps 1600 feet above the Housatonic at the west

ase.

Monument Mountain iz on the south of Stockbridge,
and situated chiefly in Great Barrington; reccives im
name from an Jedign monument of quartz stones, a lit-
tle west of the highest part crossed by the county road.
The white clifis of (his mountain are quartz, and pre-
sent a very fine view [rom the village of Stockbridge, -

-and especially from the Aill, or from Little Hiil, aa the
meanderings of the Housatonic lie at the feet of the
spectator. The elevatiou of this tnountain is about 500
feet above the plain, in Stockbridge, and 1250 feet
above the tide water of the Housatonic.

Stockbridge Meuntain, separating Stockbridge from
West Stockbridge, and on the west of which. lie the
quarries of marble in the latter town, cxiends north
through Lenox. The great road {romn Springfield
through Stockbridge 10 Albany, crosses this mountain,

Lenor Mountair seenis to be only a continuation of
the last mentioned mountain. It is crossed by the road
from Leunox through Richmond to Lebanou Springs
and Albany. It extends north into Pittsfield.

Rattlesnake Hill, or Mountain, in the north-east part
of Btockbridge, is a single and beautiful elevation.

Beartoion Mountain, on the south-east of Stock-
bridge, and nerth-cast of Great Barringten, and lorm-
ing the north-west part of Tyringham, and the southr
west part of Lee, is a large and grand pile of hills.

WNear the middle of West Swckbridge is a high hill,
which divides the town into two distinct portions south
of which is another, ealled Tom Ball, ettendmg into
Great Barrington and Al(ord.-

Washingion Mountain, on the south-east of Pitts-
field, and chiefly in Washington, bas a lofty and round
summit; extends south to Lee, and forms the east
boundary of the Housatonic valley for several miles

Hancock Mountain, on the west of Pittsfield, fa
chiefly in Hancock ; 14 mileslong; extends south into

3
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Richmond, and north along the west line of Lanesbo-
rough and New Ashford, and terminates at the south
part of the Williamstown valley. Over this mountain
pasases the great road from Pittsfield w0 Lebanon Springs
and Albany ; and further north, the road from Lanesbo-
rough 1o Albany passes the same mountain.

Peru Mouniain, is in the town of Peru, over which
E:)sscs the turnpike from Pittsfield to Northamptdn and

Stom.

Becket Mowmiain ie a continuation of the same part

+aftieé east range as the last, over which the turnpike

from Stockbridge to Springfield and Boston passes
. Hoosic Mountairn lies on the east side of Adams,
chiefly in Floridz; elevation about 1700 feet; extende
north into Vermont; is here the principal part of the
eant range, and is crossed by the great road [rom Will-
iamstown to Greenfield and Boston. A few miles at
the south, and at a less elevation, it i3 crossed by the
road leading from the south village of Adams to North-
ampion. -
fgawndl Mountain, is north of Williamstown, and
chicfly in Vermont

Oal Hill is on the north-cast of Williamstown, chiel-
ly in Clarkshurg and Adame; a wide range of hills, el-
evated from 1200 to 1400 feet; extends into Vermont
The west sidc presefis a most beantiful scene {rom the
va.l%f)y of Williamstown.

West Hills, the continuation of the Taconic range,
along the boundary of the State in Hancock and Wili-
iamstown ; elevated about 1300 fect; turn westerly at
the north to aflord a passage for Hoosic river: over
this, directiv west of the College, it is_\?mposed to open
a road from Williamstown te Troy, N. Y., which will
lessen the distance near one fourth. This read is yet
imperfecty wrought, and passes over high ground ; and

.is made much more dificult by descending inte a decp

valley on the west side of this range. .
Reference will be made to some other hills also, in
the Geology of the County, in some of the following

pages.
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Rivens, Poxps, &c.—The two principal rivers are
the Housatonic and Hoosic. The former is much tfie
larger and longer. .

The Housatonic river is [ormed by two principal
branches, which unite in Pittefield, about one mile south-
east of the meeting-house. The eastern branch rises
in Windsor, and pursues a south-westerly course through
Daiton, where it receives a considerable stream from
Hinsdale, to Pittsfield, forming numerous sites for the
application of water power. On' this hranch are the
large manufaciories of paper in Dalton. A cotton fae-
tory is on this branch at the east part of the village of
Pittsfield. .

The twestern branch is commonly said to originate in
the pond or lake lying in Pittsfield and Lanesborough,
but chiefly in the latter town. This pond s of an ellip-
tic form, considerably more than a mijle in length, and
about a mile in widsh, having a small island near the
middle of it. It is a beautiful sheet of water, and ia
viewed to great advantage from the hill on the east of
it, over wlich the county road passes from Pitsfield to
Laneshorough. This pond is commonly called the
North or Lanesborough Pond, It has a small marsh on
its northern border, whichis supposed to render the at-
tnosphere unhealthy in its vicinity ; as the inhabitants
in this pait of Lanesborough are more liable to suffer
from flevers in the autumn, than those situated ebout
other parts of it. ' :

The principal stream which enters this pand, rises in
the south-west part of New Ashford, on high ground,
where its waters are easily turned to the north to unite
with the Hoosie, or naturally to the south, and constitu-
ting the head waters of the western branch of the Hou-
satonic. This stream rvuns south-easterly and sonth
through Lanesborough, forming some emall mill sites in
the north part of the town, but running with a slow stream
through most of the valley in Lanesborough to the pond
before mentioned. It is probable that this pond ras
mare elevated formerly, and covered a portion ol the
low ground on its north side, which is now excellent
meadow land. A tribntary to this stream rises in the
south-east part of New Ashiord and north-west part of
Cheshire, and unites with it two or three miles belore
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the western branch comes to the pond. From the
Lanesborough Pond, the western branch pursues a
southerly course, below and west of the village of Pitts-
field, aflording in the first two miles below the pond, nu-
merous and very excellentsites fur mills, many of which
are occupied by grist-mills, saw-mills, fulling mills, Pon- -
toosuc Woolien Factory, gun fuctory, triphammer shops,
machine factory, & Sdll further south, and before
this stream has turned much 1o the east to unite with the
eastern branch of the Housatonic, iinportant water pri-
vileges nre already occupied, .

Another pond or lake in the western part of Pitts-
field, called West Pond, is said to be larger than the
Lanesborough or North Pond, and discharges its waters
into the west branch of the Housatonie, west of the vil-
lage in Piusfield.

“Several other smaller ponds, south and east of the
centre of Pittsfield, discharge their waters into the Hou-
satonic. Owing to the greater breadih of the valley in
Piusfield, and the number of ponds, the air is more hu-
mid than in most parts of the County, and the quantity
ol'dew appears to be considerably greater.

The course of the Housatonie, from the junction of
~ the two hranches in Pittsficld, is somcwhat southerly
. along the east part of Lenox to the village in Lee, of

fering numerous waler privileges also, occupied by

mills, the furnaee in the south-cust part of Lenox, paper
factories near the centre of Lee, machinery for cutting

and turning timber for chairs, &c, The important mill

sites in this part of Lee, are near and a liule north of

the village. A little south and west of the village in Lee,
the Housatonic turns to the west, along the north base
of Beartown Mountain, In the south-west part of Lee,
its important mill sites are oceupied by o forge, exten-
sive factories for paper, &e The river continues ita
course westerly into Stockbridge, thence north-westerly
round the north part of Monument Mountain j thence
south-westerly in the west part of Stockbridge, along
the east base of Stockbridge Mountain, and thence
southerly along the west base of Monument Mountain,
over considerable rapids and falls into Great Barrington.

In the west and south-west part of Stockbridge, and the

upper part of Great Barrington, are some very impor-
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tant mill eites, several of which are unoccupied. From
Monumerit Mountain, in a slow, winding course it comes
to the middle of this town, through a beautiful intervale,
where it forms an important mill site at Barringlon
Bridge. Thence its course is southerly, winding, and
generally slow, to and through Sheffield, turning in the
south part of this town towards the west, and thence
again soutl to the line of the S1ate of Couneeticut. At
the {irne, the elevation above tide water, at Derby, Con.
ig six hundred and twelve {eet, and the river is here ten
or twelve rods in width, with a depth of perhaps four
feet. At Great Barrington, it is about six or seven
rods in width, and its depth Jess than three feet. At
Stockbridge, the width is little less, but with less depth
- of water. At the junction of the two branches in Pitts-
field, the river is about three rods wide, and perhaps
has an average depth of two feet.

Near the village in Lee, the Housatonic receives an .
important branch from the east, which rises in' Green

ater Pond in Becket, and mwarda the south-west of
Lee, Hop Brook, which flows through Tyringham,
Jjoins it from the south-east.

In the south and east part of Lenox, and nurth-west
of Lee, are some small natural ponds, whosc waters
run into the Housatonic on the west

In Btockbridge, Honkapot’s Breok, which rises in
the south-west part of Tyringham and north-east of
Great Barrington, runs noril-westerly aud receives ¥e-
gro Brook, issuing from a small pond and marsh on the
north-east hase of Mouument Mountain, and the whole
unites with the Housatonic from the south, near the vil-
lage of Stockbridge. A little farther west and north, a
cousiderable stream {rom the north, and issuing {rom
Great Pond in Stockbridge, joins the Housatonic,
This pond is about a mile and au half in length, and in
the widest part 2 mile in breadth s is bounded by a part
of the Stockbridge Mountain oo the west and north-west,
whose summits and foliage and hollows are often refleci-
ed from its silver surface most delightfu]ly to the eye,
The voad passing elong the east side of Great Pond to
Lenox, affords sp!endag scenery. Near the outlet of
Great Pond are valuable waler privileges,
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In Great Barrington, besides several smaller streams,
the Housatonic is increased {rom the north-west b
Williams® River, whose he d waters are in Richmond,
and in Canaan, N. Y., and which, passing through a
natural pond in West Stockbridge, afford fine mill sites
on the north-east part of that town. 'This place, for-
merly so well known as the seat of Williams® Iron
Works, has now several mills, and is indeed very active
and business-like, by the working of vast quantities of
marble. Besides supplying other mills in its course,
this stream supplies the millsand factories at Yan Deu-
senville, in Great Barrington, half a mile west of ite
Junction with the Housatonic.

Near the boundary between Great Barrington and
Sheffield, the Housatonic receives Greer River, from
the north-west. It is so named from the colour of ite
waters, which is probably owing to the clay washed out
of the hanks. The colour, however, is the same through
the year, except in the period of freshets, when its wa-
ters are muddy. TPhis stream rises in Awsferlitz, N.
Y., and runs along the town of Alford and through the
south-west pari. of Great Barrington, to the point men-
tioned.

In Sheflield, at a little distance north of the meeting-
house, two streams unite, whose waters are crossed by
the bridge directly at the point of union. One of these
rises in Egremorit and the north-west part of Shefield,
called here Hubbard’s Brook, and pursues a snuth-east
course to this point.  The other, ealled Kisnop, or Her-
snop Brook, rises from twe large ponds or lakes in
Balisbury, Con., and pursues a northerly and northeaet-
erly course through the low grounds on the west part of
Sheffield and east of Taconic Mountain, with a dull,
sluggish strearn, to the point of junction just mentioned.
The whole strcam then passes easterly through the
meadows to the Housatonic, about a mile north-east of
the mecting-house in Sheffield.

Litde more than a mile further south, the Housatonic
receivea a stream {rom the east, which rises in the
norih-east of Sheffield and north-west part of New
Marlborough, and passing through Three mile Pond,
the main siream runs south-west into the river as above,

3



%% MISTORY OF DERXSHINX.

Only moderately good water privileges are found om
these streams in Sheffield.

At the south part of Sheflield, Kenkapo! river runs
from the east into the Housatonic. This stream rises
in Tyringham and New Marlborough, the west branch
in Six Mile Poud, (near the rise of tho stream of the
same name which runs noztherly into Stockbridge) flows
south through New Marlborough, alfording valuable
mill sites; passes through Kenkapot, so called from an
Indian village, in the south-east part of Shefield, into
Canaan, Ct.; then turning westerly and uorth-westerly
round Alum Hill, runs into Sheflield 1o find iis passage
to the Housatonic. This stream has a valuable mill site
also in Sheflield, at.the place formerly so well known
as Ashley’s Jron Worka.

There are some other smaller tributaries to the Hou-
satonic in this part of the Counry.

Soon after the Housatonic enters jnto the State of
Connecticut, it passes over the falls between Canaan
and Salisbury, usuaily called Caagen Falls. The riv-
er first falis over a rock of about twenfy leet perpendi-
cular ; and a litde below, over the principal fall, about
seventy {eet, form2d by a ledge of limastone, obliquely
crossing the streamn, inereased a little by a dam erected
on its top, and producing a very beautiful and grand ap-
pearance.  After a rapid current for a. short distanea,
where its waters are whirling and foaning by dashing
against the rocky bottom, it falls about ten feet.  Its
current is then rapid [or some distance belaw. At Der-
by, the Housatonic meets the tide water (rom Long Isl-
and Sound, having reccived several important streams
in its passage through the State of Connecticut.

Inalt its eourse through Derkshire Couuty, the Hou-
satonic, though not large and deep enough for boat nav-
igation, is an exceedingly important streaiq, and con-
tributes beyond calculation to the advantage and pros-
perity of the inhabitants.  Many of its sites {or the ap-
plication of water power, have been mentioned; of
which a more full account may be given under the ac-
count of manufactories in the various towns

A survey of the elevation of the Housatonic was made
a [ew years sinec by Judge Wright, to test the practica-
Inlity of copstructing a profitable Canal (rom Derby, in



RIVERS, P

Lonneciicut, to the middle of Berkshire County. Ae-
«cording to this survey, the ascent from dde water at
Derby to the top of Canaan falls,is - -~ - - 606fi
From Canaan Falls to the bridge in Great
Barrington, = - - - « = = =« - -39
Thence to the Woollen Factory in Stockbridge, 120
Thence to the dam of Lee Forge, - -~ - - 25
Thence to the dam of Lenox Furnace,- - -96
"Thence to the foot of Wheeler’s dam in Pittsfield,21

! 07 It

“This rapid ascent will probably prevent the consirue-
tion of a Canal along the Housatonie, untii the pepula- -
lation and trade shall have very greatly increased,

Along the Housatonic in Berkshire County to Pitts-
field, there is an interval of alluvial (made) land, ver
rich, easily cuitivated, yielding asbundance of grass. It
is wider in the south part of the County, and occasion-
ally disappcars from the near approach of the hills; but
often extends {rom ane fourth of a mile to a mile in
width. A considerable portion of it is annually over-
@Aowed by the melting of the snows in March, present-
ing a flood of waters in some places a mile in width
in Sheflield, and varying from a l}(jlot to ten {eet in depth,
according to the inequalities of the surface. This floed
is of great consequence in entiching annually the soil of
this inferval. On great falls of rain in summer, much
damage is sometimes done to the grass and crops in this
interval, by therise of the river. Through the southern
part of the County, the river appears at different times
to have had its bed over nearly the width of the interval.
“The deep hollows and coves in the meadows, in some
of ‘which water continues many feet in depth through
the year, prove clearly where its bed once lay. It s
continually changing its course now, slowly but con-
stantly wearing away from one bank, and forming el-
duzion on the other; and in this progress often uncov-
ering trees from one to two or theee' feet in diameter,
in a etate of complete preservation, often at a depth of
8ix, eight and ten feet below the surface. These trees
must have been buried for ages.

At the commencement of the rise of the waters in the
apring, thousands of loge of pine and Aemlock, have



23 FISTORY OF BENESHIRE. |
been thrown inte this river, and flonted down its current
from Gireat Barrington and Sheffield for years, over the
falls at Canaan, to New Milford and Derby, where
they have been converted into boards, plank, shingiee,
&c. for market in Connecticut and New York. The
rise of the water has commonly carried them safely over
the rocks in the stream. Their passage over the Falls
has often been witnessed with amazement. This trade
has carried a very great portion of the pinre timber from
the south part of the County.

Hoosic River has a northerly and north-westerly
course. The gouth, and principal, branch rises in the
south-east part of Lanesborough, 994 feet above the
Hudson at Albany, runs north-easterly through Chesh-
ire, and thence northerly through the south village of
Adams to the north village in this town. Here it turna to
to the west, to pass round the north end of Saddle Moun-
tain and near the south base of Oak Hill inte Williams-
town. Directly north of Saddle Mountain, and on the
north side of the Hoosie, stood, at a litde distance from
the stream, Hoosic Fort. Through Williamstown, the
course of the river is north-westerly to the foot of Northa .
west Hill, nearly two miles north-west from the Col-
lege, where it turns towards the north, and passes into
Pownal, Vt. Its course then becomes norith-easterly
through Hoosic, N. Y. to Hoosic Falls, from which it
holde a westerly course to Schaghticoke Point, where it
unites with the Hudson, about ten miles north of the
city of Troy.

At the south village of Adams are important «water
privilegea on the Hoosie, occupied by cotton factories
and milis, Here it receives a small tributary from the
east, which rises in the mountains towards Savoy. Here
the Hoosic is little more than a rod in width, with an
average depth of perhaps one foot. Its course is slow
through the narrow valley of Adains to the nerth village,
where isa very valuable mill site. Here is a grist-mill,
gaw-mill, oil-mill, machine lactory and cotton factory.
A few rods below this site, it is joined by a stream,

_called the North Branch of the Hoosic, which rises in
Vermont, and passing southerly through Clarksburg
along the base of Hoosic Monutain, turns to the west
near this village in Adams to unite with the other branch,
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asjust stated. 1t is along this branch that it was pro-
posed the Canal, w0 unite the Hudson and Connecticut
rivers, should poss, around the north end of Hoosic
Mountain, The summit level would be in Vermont,
About a mile north-east of the village, this branch re-
ceives {rom the north-west a stream called Hudson’s
Brook, and rising in Clarkbsurg, which near the Hoo-
sic passes the Falls or Cave in white granular lime-
stone. This interesting passage through marble wally
will be described in the aceount of Adwns, Below the
junction of Hudson’s Brook, is the [urnaee, cotton and
woollen [actories, &e. on this branch.

After the union of the two branches, the Ifoosic is
about three or four rods in width, with a depth of per-
haps eighteen to ‘twenty-four inches. Its current be-
comes more rapid. Near the west part of Adams is an-
other mill site, ocenpied by a woollen faetory and milt,
And other suitable sites occur in several places, by tak-
ing out the water mto a canal.

In Williamstown, about a mile north-¢ast (rom the
College, another tributary, called Green Rirer, from
the colour of its waters, enters the Hoosie [rom the
south, This stream, which is entirely distinct from that
of the same name which unites with the Housatonic in
the south part of the County, rises in the south-west
part of New Ashford. It is increased by ancther from
the south-east part of the same town and Cheshire, At
the south village in Willinmstown, it is juined bya
stream from Hancock, on the west side “of that spur of
the Taeonic range which divides Hancock (rom Lanes-
borough and New Ashford. TMurther north it receives a
stream {rom the Hppper of Saddle Mountain. Green
River i a rapid stream of small width and depth; but
severa! mill sites are found on it and its tribularies.
Near the College, a cotton faetory is erected uponit.

Another stream, calied West Brook, risea in the
west and south part of Williamsiown, and running north-
erly and just west of the village, joins the Hoosic about
one and a hallf miles north-west of the College.

" Hoosic River, with all its branches, is subject to g
sudden rise of water, as its volume is greatly iucreased
by rains and the melting of anow froin the neighboring

. hills and mountains. It is an important stream, from

3¢
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its rapid descent, and the number of situations it affords
for the application of water power.

Along the banks of the Hoosic in Williamstown, is »
rich interval, a tract of slluvinl land, exceedingly well
adapted to the production of grass, and in the higher
parts, of wheat, Indian corn, &c. This interval varies

- from a few rods to near half a mile in width. Consid-
erable portions of i1 are overflowed in the spring, and
enriched by the depositions from the waters. ’

In the north-eust pant of the County, Deerfield river
passes for several miles. It is formed of two branches,
rising considerably to the north, one in Woodford, and
the ather in Somerset, V1., which pursue a southerly
couree to their junction  thence south-westerly in the
north-west part of Franklin County, to pass round the
mountains,. Near the north-east part of Florida, it
turms considerably more westerly, and winding through
the hills on -almost cvery point of the cuinpass, forms
the eastern boundary of Florida for some distance. On
the south-east part of the 10wy, the river has an easterly
course through the unincorporated tract, cailed Zoar,
inte Charlemont, in I*runklin County, and thence ta
Connecticut river. Rising and running through a very
hilly and mountainous section, where the hills appear
piled together in the greatest confusion, the Decefield is
a wild and mad stream. The ice frozen upon its rocks
in winter, is very rarely broken up tll spring, usually
the latter pant of March. The breaking up of the river,
as it is familiarly called, is o sublime scene. By the

" meltiug of the snow ou the mountains, the water is raised
several feet before the ice is sufticiently loosened to be
borne away by the current.  -At this time the stream be-
comes a torreni, producing a perpetual roar from the
dash of the waters over the rocks, the breaking up and
concussions of the masses of ice. Rocks, eften weigh-
ing tons, are raised up by the buoyant masses of ice
and borne elong the stream. The spectacle is grand
and appalling, and annually attracts the amazed arten-
tion of the inhabitants on its banks, at whatever hour
of the day or night the breaking up takes place.

The North Branch of Westfield River rises in a
pond io Windsor, in this County., The stream runs

. martherly and thence easterly round the hills, and then
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turning eoutherly, passes through Plainfield and Cem-
mington, in the adjoining county of Hampshire, <

The Middie Branck of Westfield river rises in Pery,
and passes south-westerly inte Worthington, in Hamp-
shire County, and thenca southerly on the east bound-
ary of Middlefield, in the same county.

The West Branch of Westfield river has i origin
in Washington and Becket, and runs south-easterty to
unitc with the other branches in Montgomery, in Hamp-
den County, forming in its course the south-western
boundary of Middletield.

In Becket are several ponds of considerable size, con-
nected with diflerent styeams, some of which run easi-
erly into Westfield river, and some westerly into the
Housatonic and Farmington rivers. '

A pond in the south-west part of the town, together
with the waters (rom Viets’ Swamp, give rise to the
tast mentioned river. The stream is commonly called
the West Branck of the Farmington river. It pursues
a south-easterly eourse through Otis, where it receives
the outlet of Great Pond, {(the largest pond in the
County,) Rand Pond, &c.: it then passes along nigh
the boundary between Sandisfield, (which sends to it
two considerable tributaries,) and the town of Tolland,
i Hampden County. After leaving this State, it runs
through Colebrook and various towns in Connecticut,
winding its devious way through and round the hills to
Connecticut river. '

A small brook which runs into the kead pord of Far:
minglon river, may be easily directed north-westerly into
Green Water Pond, whose outlet joins the Housatonic
in Lee; a faet which may ulimately be of eonsequence

h

in extending the Farmington Canal far into the County

of Berkshire. :

(ireat Pond also lies near the head waters of West-
field Little river, which takes an casterly course through
Blanford, in Hampden County, and unites with West-
field river in the town of Westfield. The pond m;g
be connected, without any very serious difficulty, wi
that river; and thus be used for the purposes of a ca-
nal, or the lifts of a teil-road, should one be constructed
through this region.



2 HIBTORY OF BERKBHIRE,

It will be inferred from this account of the rivers,
that the spurs of the easiern range of mountains in
Berkehire County, have their course turned considera-
bly towards the east, so as to form an easy passage for
the streams towards the Connecticut.

These small streams, eomparatively rapid in their
course, supply great conveniences to the inhabitants in
the eastern part of the County in the erection of mills
and various machinery, to be moved by the cheapest of
all the moving forces, water,

Besides the natural ponds already menttoned, there*
are two others on Tacouic Mountain. One of these iy
en the north-east of the principal summit, in Sheffield,
about one fourth of a wmile in diameter, and aboutsix or
seven hundred fect lower than this peak. Its waters
are discharged eastward down the tnountain inte Kisnop
Brook.

Another pond lies on the west of the highest pesak, at
an elevation of perhaps three or (our hundred feet less :
its waters are discharg=d westward to run into the Hud-
son. Further south, near the south-west patt of Shef-
fietd, a mountain torrent descends from the Taconio
range to increase the volume of Kisnop Brook. In the
spring, and after groat rains, this stream is to be seen
from many parts ol the valley in Sheffield, descendtug
in a white sheet or line, and presenting a very pictur-
esque appearance,

This general view of the streams, ponds, &e., proves
that the County is well watered, and affords sites for the
erection of manufactnring establishmemas, mills, &e.,
moved by water, to almost au unlimited extent This
will be more apparent when the vicinity of the hills and
mountains is considercd, as well as the rapid descentof’
the streams, excepting the course of the Housatonic in
-Sheffield, and a part of Great Barrington and Stock-
bridge. A very moderate rain, even in the drier times
of summer, aflecis the mountain streams, and the fre-
quent recurrence of showers, under the wise provision
of Providence, usually affords an adequate supply of
mOUle PO?D&T.

The irrigation of meadows and pastures by turning
the course of the smaller streams, may be carried to a
very great extent It is now practised in many placea
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‘on a small seale, and always to the great advantage of
the agriculturalist
An abundant supply of wholegome water is a matter
of vast consequence to every people. Bituated in a
hillﬂ country, springs and small streams are abundant
in Berkshire; and there are few places, even in tie
most level tracts of the Coungy, where a copious supply
is not obtained by the sinking of wella to a moderate
depth. As a wide range of limestone passes through
the County, many of the springs and wells through the
middle and lower parts, aﬂgrd water conteining a small
quantity of gypsum in solution, and thence denomina-
ted Aard water. The easy method of carrying water
in aqueducts, however, puts it in the power of almost
every man to enjoy the luxury of soft water. ‘But there
are many persons who consider the hard water to he
far more palatable and pleasant. An easier method
still, is by the use of cisterns, for containing rain water,
as u very litile precaution preserves it pure, and it is
well known to be exceedingly pleasant for all culinary
purposes. In winter it is as agreeable s the soflest wa-
ter; and in summer, cooled by a piece of ice, it is
equally pleasant The preservation of fce in cheap
buildings prepared for it, is an essy matter; and it is
recommended to the attention of all who have not access
to the cool waters of a spring. It puts into the hand of
every man a luxury of nature, procured at the least
expense.’
he construction of aqueducts of wooden or darthen
pipes, has been found too unprefitable in this County to
he deserving of repetition, except on a very small scale.
The strength of the materials is not sufficient to endure
the prossure of the water, when curried to any consider-
eble distance, even if they be laid so low =s to escape
the influence of frost, a point rarely eflected  The re-
sort must be to pipes of Jead or cgst iren. The lead
pipes are now madc in Adams for this purpose; and
the employment of them is becoming relativeiy com-
mor. The only disadvantage of these pipes, is the
formation of a small quantity of carbonate of lead,
which may act as a poison upon those who use the wa-
ter conveyed in them, unless there be provision for the
deposition of this poison in a reservoir. Jfron pipes are
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entirely (ree from this evil. In the celebrated Water
Works at Philadelphia, only pipes of cast iron are used 3
-and are considered on the whole as the cheapest

The construction of cisterns of brick or stone, laid in
Aydraunlic mortar, would be a great improvemnent, and
is recommended to the attention of the citizens. Con-
sidering the rapid decay of wooden ciaterns, and their
exposure to leaks, with the consequent expense of pro-
curing water for the time, cisterns ol brick mustbe on,
the whole far more economical. They will last for cen-
wried, v .

The baring for water, which has proved so succesa-
ful in so many places in our country, has not been tried
in the County. Coa

The project of uniting the Hudson with Connecticut
river by means of a Canal across-Berkshire County,
-seems scarecly practicable, at least so as to make it pro-
fitable- The easiest course for sucha Canal is unques-
tionably by the valley of the Hooric river to Adams in
this County, passing through Williamstown. In order
to connect this with the Deerfield river on the east side
of Hoosic Mountain, it is-necessary either to follow the
North Branch of the Hoosic into Vermont, round the
north end of Hoosic Mountain, rising at least eight hun- *
dred fect, in eleven miles, to the summit level, or to
work a funnsl from the north village in Adams through
Hoaosic Mountin, a distance of four or five milee The
rapid elevation in the distance of eleven miles, renders
the former next to impracticable, were it even certain
that there might be obtained the adequate supply of wa-

. ter on the summit level. The elevation from the Hud-
son at Albany to Colgrove’s mill pond in Adams, ia
known to be 691 feet, and 654 feet ahove the Cannecti-
eut at Springfield, and is far too great [or the construg-
tion of a profitable Canal. It will be remembered that
Lake Erie is only 537 feet above the Hudson at Albany.
The tunnel through Hoosie Mountain will not probably
be formed by the present generation. The work is not
impossible, though the mountain is composed of granite
and mica slate, which are rocks difficult to be penetra-
ted. In every project for a Canal, it is all-imporant to
mscertain that the extent of couotry and quantity of trade
3¢ be aflected by it, ia sufficient to justily the expense.
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N part of our country probably is so favorably situated
in both these respects as that to which the Grend Caaal
extends its benefits.

As the summit level, mentioned above, is less than
the elevation across the eastern range in any other place
in the County, the union of the Hudson and Connecti-
cut cannot be expected to be practicable. There can
be no exception to this, unless the Canal should be made
from the Hudson through Stockbridge to the west part of
Becker, and thenee along the waters of Farmington riv-
er. In this case, the course of the Canal would be so
circuifous as probably to destroy the groject.

The continuation of the Farmin_Jl Canal into the
eastern, and perhaps to the middle of the County, by
the western branch of FFarmington river, is thought by
many to be practicable. This, however, would be of
little benefit 1o the supposed Canal from the Hudson
w the Connecticut ; especially if’ the Connecticue werg
to be connected with the waters of Boston harbor.

The projected Canal from New York to Sharon,
Con. was intended to be continued, and to foilow thae
Housatonic to the middle of the County. This project
appears now to be abandoned by most of its iriends
The greater cheapness with which Rail-roads are be-
lieved to be constructed, will probably delay the execu~
tion of these projects.

ErevaTions.—DBesides the elevation of places al-
ready mentioned, a few others are added, taken chiefly
from the survey of e Railread, and giveo in feet
above Hudson river at Albany., Some, which are esti-
mated from the elevation {measured) of piaces near
them, are marked with a stmar. It should be noticed
that the Hudson at Afbany is 37 feet below the level of
Connecticut river at Springfield, + 5 or 6 feet above
low water mark,’”? and that this point is 64 feet above
the marsk or Charles River, ncar Boston.

Feel.
W. Stockbridge, at upper mill pond, near the vil-
b lage,= = - - =~ - « - = = «
Steckbridge, at Lester’s bridge, - - - - - -B05
i Street of village near Mr, Williams’ 627
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Fesy,
Lee, Owen’s paper mill pond, - - - - - - 831
¢ Housatonic, Lee village bridge, - - - - -8383
¢ Church’s mill pond, - - - « - - - 879
Lenoz, pond at furnace, - - - - - - < - 933

¢« Court House, - = - = - - . - -]1178®
Pittafield, road at line of Dalten, - - - - 1036
& Sill of Gen. Root’s factory, - - - - 955

i@ Meeting-house, - - - - - - - 1035*

te Shakers* mill pond, - - - - - - 1090
Rickmond, Hartford and Albany turnpike, - 1091

& Door-step of Rev. Mr, Dwight, - - 1147

Dalton, against Myeting-house, - - - - - 1180
Hinsdale, Morrison’s mill pond on Housatonic, 1416
Washingten, summit of Rail-road, - - - - 1478
Lanesborough, Brook and Poweli’s mill pond, 1011

¢ At line of Cheshire, on Rail-road survey, 871

Cheshjre, Oil nut bi,_'Ivillage, - - e - - - 976
Adams, Robinson’s House, south village, - - -%93
¢ Turners factory pond, - - - - « - 764
#  Hoosic river, by Jones’ bridge, - - - - 643

Williamstown, Hoosic, at Noble’s bridge, - - 539
4 Line of ¥L at Ware’s brook and Hoosic
river, - - = = = = = = <  B30®

i Chapel of Williams College, - - - 730*
- Sheffield, Housatonic at line of Connecticut, above
tide water at Derby, Con. - - - 612
¢«  Meeting-house,- - - - - - - - B30*
Great Barrington, Meeting-house, - - - - -635*
& Housatenic at the bridge, - - - - 645

NATURAL PRODUCTIONS.

1. WiLp amisars. In the early settlement of the
County, the Bear, and Deer, and Welf, though not abun-
dant, were not uncommoen. These have long since dis-
appeared. Occanionally, indeed, a deer or a few bears
paea along the Green Mountains into the north part of
the County, and excite all the remnant of the old huni-



MIREN. ' a7

tng spirit. A few havebeenkilledin Williamstown and
its vicinity within the last ten years. The oz is occa-
sionally hunted, anda few arekilled. The Weodchuck,
Skunk, and Squirrel, gray. black, red, and striped, are
common; the uskrat and Mink and Weasel, are rather
rare; th‘e Rabbit and Hare, and several kinds of Field
Ratsand Mice, still remain. The Porcupine or Hedge-
hog is occasionally caught on the hills in the north part
ofthe County. The Lynz, commonly called the Wiid-
eat, or Mountain Cat, has become very rare, but has
been zeen on the hills in the south part of the Count

within a few years. The Raccoon is found, not abund-
antly, in various parts of the Counry.

2. Birns. The birds oﬂ'er very considerable variety.
Some of the smaller kinds are numerous. The Wild
Turkey has disappeared; the Eagle is rarely seen ; the
Gull and Loer occasionally visit our ponds ; the Black
Dhick is common; the Wild (Fooseis seen in its Qight from
or to the north, and sometimes descends to our streams,
having apparently lost its course; the Heron is rare ;
the Fish awk Hen Hawk, and P:geon or 8ly Hawk
the Snipe, King-fisher, Dodger, not uncommon ; the
Crow is common, and often remains through the win-
ter; the common Blackbird. variegated or Skunk
Blackbird, Thrush, yellaw Robin, Red Robin or Red-
breasty, Muockin B:rd Cat-Bird, Chirping Bird,
Ground BRird, ﬁ’ron, Kinghird, red-headed Waads
pecker, Woodcock, black and brown, Hilldeer and
Phebe, are common.  The Blee Jay often remains
through the winter. The common Chel and Sereech
Ow! are often heard. The Snowlird appears in flocks
in winter, sporting in the snows. The Whip-poer-will
is heard in every town, and the Might Hawk often sup-
posed to be the sathe bird, but well ascerained to be
entirely dilferent, is abundant. The Swallow barn,
chimney. and hank, spend ouly a short time in this tat-

tude.  Fhe same is true of the Meréin, The comoron
Pigeon appears in large flocks trom the soutli-west in
the spring, to rear its young and return to the Missis-
sinpi valley for the winter.  The beautiful Humuing-
bird is frequently seen. The Teve, suppo ed to e
imported, may be considered as in a sense dumestica-
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ted, and stays through the year. The other birds gen-
erally disappear in the autumn in their migration to the
south to find 2 milder climate for the winter.

The retum of birds in the spring depends upon the -
season, and varies considerably, In the last elaven
years, the Robin has appeared between March 12 and
April %, and generally about March 20. In 18186,
however, robins appeared Feb. 243 snow and cold fol-
lowed, and they were not seen again till Masch 17,
The Bluebird is often seen before the robia for a day
or twoy the Chirping-bird abont the sam= tim. with
the robin, and the blackbird a few days later; the Pi-
geon hetween March 10thand April 5, com nanly ahoint
April 1; the Phebe, about April6 ; the Swallow about

ay L :

Frogs are first heard about April 8; but in 1825,
they were heard March 17 ; the waters were soon fro-
zen over, and they were not heard again till Aaril.-

The torpidity of many reptiles during winter, haa
been fully proved.  The migration of our birds, though
generally believed, is not by all considzred as fully es-
tablished The Ayberration of a few in hollow trees
and the like, cannot aceount for that of the mnltitude of
the feathered race which disappears. On the other
side, it is a singular fact, that flocks of birds are o0t an-
nually seen passing southwards. May it not be that
the migration begins in more northarn latitudes, and
proceeds southwards as the cold advances and increasest
Flocks would not then be seen in rapid motion; and
yet, at any given place, the same species might disap-
pear within a day or two, as the (act is known to he.

3. Insgcrs. The insects, though abundant, have not

" been safficiently examined to merit much notice.  The
Firefly or Lig{tﬂing Bug, is common in the snmmer
months, shedding its light on the darkness of the lower

. tractain the eveming. The Glow Wormis uncommon. The
Locust {cicada septendecem) appears in small zumbers
every year, but has never been sufficiently numerous to
he destructive to vegetables. The Grasshopper, espe-
olally two species, sometimes commit great devastation.
In the summer of 1818 they were abundant; and in
1826, far more numerous, greatly injured fields of wheat
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cats, grass, &c.; desiroyed turnipe entirely, and nlso
fields of buckwheat in the north part of the County.
They were far more numerous in many places in Ver-
mont.

In 1806, a strong and beautiful bug eat out of a wble
made {rom an apple-tree, which gréw on the farm of
Maj. Gen. Putnam, in Brooklvn, Conn., and which was
brought to Wiiliamstown when his son, Mr. P. 8. Put.
pam, removed to that town. It was cut down in 1756,
sixty-five years alter it was traneplanted, and if the tree
was then fifteen years old, it was80 years old when cut
down. As the cortical Joyers of the leaf of the table
are about gizfy, and extend within ahout five of the
heart, as the inner ones are quite convex, about fifleen
layers have bean cut off fram the outside, In 1814, &
third bug made his way ou, the second having appear-
ed two or three years before. The last bug came forth
from nearest the heart, and 435 corical layers distant, on
the supposition of its age, (rom the outside. The tree
had now been cut down 28 yeara. Of course, the egg
must have been deposited in the wood senenty-three
years before. Thie bug <at about three inches along
the grain, til] it emerged into the light The eating of
the insect was heard for weeks before its appearance.
These facts were given by Mr. Putnam, in whose pos-
session the Lable still remains, and were first published
in the Repertory at Middlebury, Yt,in 1816. One of
the bugs, preserved for some time by the Rev. Dr.
Fitch, * was about an inch and one fourth long, and
one third inch in diameter; colour, dark glistening
brown, with tints of yeliow.” The facts here mention-
ed are remarkable, but not solitary ; several similar ea-
ses are recorded. However difficult it ‘may be to ace
count for the preservation of the vivifying principle for
80 long a time, the facta will enable us to account for the
pericdical retumn of some insects, and for the actual ap-
pearance of some new ones in cauntries to which timber
is transported. New inaects actually oceur, though rare-
ly. But in relation to the preservation of the vivilying
principle, the difficulty is caused more by our specula-
tions, than by any thing kroewr o the contrary. No
‘man ean aecount for the preservation of the vivifying
principle fer one week, u familiar fact, on any princi-
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Sticky Note
The bugs that at their way out of this table made of apple wood are later to be found embedded in the final chapter of Henry Thoreau's _Walden; or, Life in the Woods_, and then in Herman Melville's "The Apple-Tree Table: or, Original Spiritual Manifestations."
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ple which will not apply equalty well to the time of @
month, a year, or a century. He can introduce only
the peculiar constitution of the thing; which is in fact
only the law of Divine operation in the case, A fre-
quent recurrence to this principle, while it will manifest
the ignorance of man, will remove his reasons for doubt
and wonder, aud lead him the oftener to the coutempla-
tion of the dependence of all things upon the operation
of that amazing power and coustant energy of the great
Creator, who has brought these things into existence,
and continues that existence according to his own wis-
dom and plcazure, _

The organization of insects is probably as complete,
certainly as wonderful, as that of the elephant. They
are too often regarded as beneath the consideration of
men. Their wonderful translormation and economy is
well deserving of enlightened curiosity. To lead some
to the consideration of these minute works of Grod, the
foilowing facts may be of some consequence.

The gad-fiy, or goad Ry, so troublesome to cattle in
July and August, but not abundant in this part of the
country, is produced from the grubs which fall from the
hacks of cattle jo the spring ; the egg heving been de~ -
posited by the fly in the #kin of the cattle, the suminer
helore,

The insect, so anngying to sheep in August and Sep-
temhes, is produced from a grud in the nose of the
sheep, the egg of which is deposited in the nostrils of
the sheep the season beflore, and the deposition of
whose eggs causes the shrep to attempt to hide their
hewds under logs and ferces, and to run with such ra-
pidity from place to place, to avoid the insects. These
worms sometimnes work their way into the head of the
sheep, producing a fatal disease.

The bot-fy or bot-bee, is well koown io originate from
the nits deposited an the hairs of the horse, which are
taken into the stoinach of the animal, transformed into
a grub, voided in winter and spring, and finaily changed
inio the bot-fy.

The ugly werm, a eaterpillar on the nettle, when put
upder a tambler and {ed with the leaves to its satisfac-
tion, fastens iself by the its tail 10 the upper part of the
tombler 3 drops off its head, and changes inte a rude
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saek* from which in a few days issues the common
black butterfly, with scolloped wings, spangied with
reddish-yellow apots.

The worm found upon silk-weed, by a similar pro-
oess, becomes another beautiful butterfly,

The canker worm, or apple-tree caterpitlat, rolls it-
gelf up in a leaf, aud in a few days comes out a brown
miller or math, so common about vur Lights in the eve-
nings of July.

The cut-worm changes also into a brown moth, which
annoys people in the same way.

The yellow cabbage worm, often abundant on this
plant in SBeptember and October, after having eaten suf-
ficiently, drops its head; changes into a kind of bot-
worm or grub ; slowly works a passage jnto the earth;
liea till spring, and then works upwards to the surface ;
changes also into a brown but very different moth, and
deposits its eggs upon the calibage for another gencra-
tion.

The korn-bug, so annoying in our summer evenings,
is produced from the grub, found in the rich earth of
our chip-yards and rottecn wood.

The targe brown butterfly, whose wings are spangled
with large goliden spots; and are often four or five inch-
es across, is produced (rom the larva found in the strong
webbed covering attached to the limbs of the oak.
This covering is often {our inches in length and near.
an iuch in diameter.

The Libellula or dragen fly, darting with such ra-
pidity on its four horizontal wings of most delicate net-
work, is produced from the larva, or kind of worm,

ohich is found in the mud on the sides of ditches and
the like.

4. Rermives. The Ra#tlesnake, whose bite is so com-
monly [atal, is oceasionally found in the mownzains, both’
black, and yellow or spotted, The Black Snake, or
Racer, sometimes with a white ring about the neck, lias
become much more rare, orhas retired to less frequented
places. Theblack Water Snake ia frequeantly seen; the
Striped or streaked Snake, common; the Green
Srake, rather rare 5 the short and litlle black or greern
Snake, considered by ma;y people as indicating (oul

L
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weather by his appearing in the hot days of summer,
freauem; the Spotted or Milk Adder, rare.

arious species of the Frog and T'2ad are common,
ag well as of Evets or Lizards, The Bullfrog raises
his loud notes, while the chorus is followed by the va-
rying sounds of many of the less species. This frog,
when caught and tied by a leg, will imimte to great per-
fection the erying of a child The whistling sounds of
the lizards fill the air of many marshes in the evenings
of April. The Hair-worm, commouly so called, be-
cause it is supposed to be produced from horse kair,
ia [requent in stagnant waters. It is well known (o be
a distinct species of vermes, and no more w originate
{rdm a horse hair, than an elephant does (rom a bull-
rush. Often several of these worms are found united
in a kind of knot, making together some feet in lepgth,

5. Frsn, Of fish, only a (cw varieties are found in the
streamsand ponds, and these in very limited quantities,
The Sucker, common in the large streams; the Trout, not
abundant j the Perck, Dace, Bull-head, Flat-fish, Red-
Jfish or Shiners, Eels, &c., common., Within a few
years, Pickerel have been brought rom Cennecticut
and put into several pords in the County, which are
connected with the Housawnic, and they have become
]I.)]emy in that river and ite ponds. The Falls on the

Tonsatonic at Canaan, Con., prevent the ascent of
salmon, shad, &c. Theee have in a few instances been
seen to attempt unsuccessfully a passage up the Falis.

The Shell-fish are of little consequence. Three
kinds of Tortoise, or Mud Turtle, us they are famil-
iarly catled, are found. The black and muddy Tor-
toise, six to ten inchesYong, is abundant; the striped
or apotted, much less common ; and the large Tortoise,
sometimes weighing 20 or 30 pounds, whose Oesh is
considercd by epicures as so great a luxury, is occa-
gionally found in the ponds and ir the Housatonze.

A species of Clam, two or three inches long, is fre-
quent—never uaed {or food. Many species of clam,
or of shell-fish resembling them, very small, are found
in the streams aud muddy waters ; also of water snails,

The small Craw-fsh, or fresh water Lobster, (asta-
ous Bartoni) three or four inches in length, is oftes
fennd in the cold mountain rivulets:
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YreceTaBLEs. The County wae originally well tim-
bered and fruitful in vegetables. Except the higher
parts of Taconic Mountiin, the hiile were, and many
atill are, covered to their summis. Saddle Mountain
is covered with a complete foreast. Mos of the original
vegetables etill remain; probably all of them. Some
plants have been introduced from Europe, whieh are
now growing epontancously ; others of this character
are eultivated. In the {ollowing enumeration of plants,
the latter will be marked with the letter C. The plants
will be arranged under the Natural Orders of Jussiex,
The English name will also be given; but thesreader
should be aware that in diflerent parts of the country
the same plant has different names, and that the same
namne is also often given to very different plants, so
that little dependance can be placed upon many of the
common names of plants,

CATALOGUE OF PLANTSR
' FOUND 1N THE

COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE, M.

Note—Ib the following list of plants, there is given,
under the several Natural Orders, 1. the botanical
neme; 2. the commen name; 3. thetime of flowering;
and 4. the locality,

NAT. ORPER., AROIDEXE—{Wild wmip-like.)
Porwos. 4. 1,
fwtida. Skunk cabbage. April. Low, wet placea

Cavra ‘palustris. 20. 13, Water arum. May. Wer,
muddy bottoms ; woods.

Azvy triphyllum. 20. 13 Wild turnip.  do.  Lighe
moist soil ; woods and on rivers.

var, virens, do. - do. do.

. TYPH E—(Cat-taile.)
Tyena latifelia. 20. 3. Cat-tail. July. In water;
muddy bottom,

Spancarxiom, 20. 3,
ramosum. Bur-reed. July. In stending and running
waler,
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ASPARAGI—(Like aaparagus.}
Asparacrs. 6. 1. .
officinalis. C. Asparegus, Gerdens,
ConvaLLaria. 6. 1.
racemosa. Lurge Solomon’s seal. May, Allu-
vial soif,"and rich hedges.

multiflora. do. do. do.

caniculate, Solomen’s seal. do.

pubescens. do. do.

bifolia, SBmall do. May, Woods and hills;
Comimoi.

trifolia. do. . do. do. Pitisfield.

stellata, do, do. Alluvial ; Sheflicld

and Great Barrington.
umbellata. Dragoness plan.. May, Woods oa
Lills ; common.
Mepeora. 6. 3.
virginica, Indiancucumber. June. Moist light
soil; wooda
TriLLrum erectum. 6. 3. False wakerobin. do.
cernuum. Nodding do. do. Moist liglw
. soil 3 8. part of County.
pictum. Painted do. do. Hills and
woods ; light soil.
Smrax, 21, 6.
eduncularis. Jacob’sladder. June. Alluvial soil.
erbacea. do. July. - do.
" rofundifolia. do. June. do. 8.
part of County,

LILIACEA—(Lily-like.)
LivLrom canadense. 6. 1. Meadow lily. July. Allu-
vial soil.
philadelphicum. Large do, do.  do.
Favrnnontom. 6 1,
americanunt,” Adder-tongue.  May, Moist soil ;
woods,
Pvurania, 6. 1,
perfoliata, Bell-worl do. do.
gesstlifolia: do. do, da,
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Sraxerorus. 6. 1,
amplerifoiia, Rose bell-wort. May. Moist soil ;

woods.
rogeus. do. do. do.
TuvLira. 6. 1,
gesnrigna. C. Commeon wlip. Ma
suaveolens. C, Bweet dop do?' Gardene.

IRIDES—(Iria—like ) .

Iz1s versicolor. 3. 1. Wild flag or iris. June. Inwater
and marshy placés
virginica. Boston ins. June. In water and marshy -
places; Gt Barringtomn.
plicata. C. Flower de luce, May. Gardens and
yards.
Srsrrixcuun. 16, 3,
anceps. Blue-eyed grass. Junme. Watsoil; up-
land meadows,

CYPEROIDE E—(Like Cyperua.)
RuvxcHospona. 3. 1. )
ailba. - False bog-rush. July. Wet meadows,

Cyrercs, 3. 1.
poeformis, Cyperus, July. Wet, saudy places;

upland.
atrigosus, do. do. Low wet zoil.
favescens. do. ~ do do.

Durichirm. 3. 1.
spathaceum. Galmg-ale July, Lowﬂmrshypiaces-
Scinrus tenvis. 31. ,. Club-rush. May. Low grounds.
capitatuz. do. July. Marshy places.
acutus. Greatrush. do. do. and about .
ponds.
triqueter. Pond rush. Aug. Pond on Taconic Mt
trichodes. Small do. July. Wet margins of large
streams, )
atrovirens. Large do. do. Low pastures
planifolius. Little tush. June, Dry pastures,
Enrornorim, 3. 1.
sirginicum. Cotton grass. June. Leow, marshy
places.
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polystackium, Wool-heads. Mny. Low, marshy

places.

cespitosum. do.

hudsonianum. Small do.

bridge.
"Fricopnorum. 3. 1.

July. Marsh in Peru.
June. Marsh in Swock-

eyperinum. Brown wool-heads. July. Low, wes

places ; ponds.

Carax. 20. 3. Sedge-grass.

aterilis. do.
streams.
bromoides. Bog do.

eephalopbora. Head do.

roseq.
var, radiaia.
refrofleza.
stipata.
muliflora.
sparganioides.
disperma,
hills, -
sefacea.
Williamstown.
-paniculata,
teretiugcula.
muricata.
var. cephaloidea.
hedges.
deweyana.
trisperma.
scoparia.
m:adows
- lagopodioides.
straminea.
hills.
eristala,
siell [latu.
scirnoides.
surtt, Bog da
_festucacea,
lenera.

June,

May. Wet; about small

do. Wet marshy placen.
do. Along base of hillm
do. Low, wet placea
do.

do. Upland meﬁdows;

do.
do.

Ponde and waters.
do.

do. Upland meadows ;
do. Light soil; woods,
do. Dried marshes

do. Pastures and upland

do. Marshy places,

do. Upland meadows ;
do. do.

do. Wet places.

do. do.

May. Marshy places.

do. Meadows; hedges

do.

do.

June. Wet placen

do. Low land,

do. '
do. Wet places about
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noveanglie. New Eng. sedge. June. Saddle Mr.
open woads.

aurea. June. Wet soil,
acuta. . do. Low and wet places.
cespitosa. Turfy sedge. May. Along streams.
aquatilis. Jure. Marshy places.
atricta. do. do.
erinita. do. Wet plices.

var. paleacea. do. Alluvial soil

polytrickoides. Hair-like sedge. May. €old, wet
s0il ; meadows,

pedunculato. April. Light soil; woods’
virescenrs. Greenish sedge. Jure. Foot of hifls;
Rirsuta. . June. Light il ; woods.

Jformese. Beautiful sedge. June. Wet upland
meadows 5 Stochbridoe,

gracillima, June, Wet soil ; hedges and
meadows.

torreyand. do. Alluvial; Sheffield.

pubescens. Hairy sedge. do. Ailuvial and upland
meadows, '

varia. May. Waooda

marginata. do. do.

HAava. Yeilow sedge. June. Wet places; high and
law ground.

tertaculata. May. Wet do.

Jollicriata. Inflated sedge. May. do.

zanthophysa. June. Wet upland meadowa,

{upulina. Hop-like sedge. June. Low wet places
davisii. Dry sedge. June. Dry soil; Williame
town,
collecta. Bog sedge. May. Poru; wet,
plantaginea. Plaintain-leafed sedge. Aprit Dry
waods and hedges.
anceps. Twoedged sedge. May. Woods and
hedges.
alba.
var. setifolia. White sedge. May. Limestone Hills ;
dry; Pownal, Y1
sligecarpa. Few-(ruited sedge. May. Woods and
hedges.
donsidea. Cone-fruited sedge. do. Alluvial soil;
Sheflield.
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granularis, do. do. upland
meadows ; moist soil.

scabrata, Rough-fruited sedge. June. beside hiil
brooks; light soil.

Handa. Stmooth sedge. May Allavial, and up-
land meudow.

lazifiera. Loose-fruited sedge. May. Alluvial,
and uplandd r hedges.

flezuosa. Tay. Upland, moist meadawn

sylvatica. do. Woods § light soil.

tetanica. do. Upland meadows Stock-
bridge.

miliacea. do. Wet meadows; upland.

umbellata. Umpbel-fruited. May. Lightsoil; hills;

. Monument Mt

var. vicina. do. do. do. Btone Hill.

pallescens. Palesedge.  do. Alluvial and upland
meadows; light soil.

hystericina. June. Wet places.
timosa. do. Marsh in Stock-
bridge and Becket.
VAL irrigud. do.
var. rarifiora. do.
var. oblonga, do.

pseudo-cyperus, False cyperus. June, Low, wet
places ; ponds; in clusters.

Ritchcockiana, do. West side
Saddle Mt
trickocarpa, Hairy-fruited. June. Beside diwches;
wet places, v
Pliformis. Slender. do. Marshes,
_ampnllacea. do. Beside ditches &

in marshes, -

dullata. Bwollen-frnited. May. Low marshy ponds

schiveinitzii. June. Sandy, wet places;
Wiiliamstown.

relrorsa.  Invemse-lraited. do. Standing water;
marshes.

lacusira, " do. Low, wet, marshy.

Tongirostris. Long-bearded. May. Light soil;
meadows ; Sheffield.
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GRAMINE-——-(Grasses.)
Cinma. 1. 2.

arundinacea. Indian reed, July. Low grounds;
woods,

ANnTHOXANTHIM. 3. 1.

odoratum. Sweet vernal grass. June. Meadows ;
upland.

Onvyzorsis, 3. 2

aspenf;b;i: Mountain rice. April. Dry woods on
HES,

melanocarpa, Black-fruited do. June. Dry hills
DiciTania. 3. 2.

sanguinalis. Finger-grass. Aug. Roads andﬁelds,

commaon.

Leznsia. 3. 2.
virginica. Cut-grass. Aug. Wet; marshy.
oryzoides. do. do. de.

MuHLENBERGIA. 3. 2.
erecta. Dropseed-grass. July. Moist, low woods.
Tricnopivm. 3, 2. -
{ariflora, Thingrass. do. Dry fields,
scabrum. do. do. Dry, open woods.
Acnostis. 3. 2.
vulgaris. C. Redtop.  do. Fields; light soil
albe. White or yellow top, June., do,

lateriflora. Aug. Wet woods, swamps, &e.
diffusa. do. Fields.
- gelosd. do. do.
sericed, do. do.
© Arunpo. 3. 2

canadensis. Reed-grass. July. Wet; marshy

phragmites, Large do. Aug. Negro pond in Stoc.
PuLeum. 3. 2,

pratensc, C. Timothy grass. Jupe, Fields.
AvorrEcinue, 3. 2

geniculatus. True foxtail-grass. July. Wet, mud-

dy bottoms.

Pravanres. 3. 2

americana, Wild Canary grass. July. Mamshy.

var. picta. C. Ribbon-grass. July. Gardens ; yards.
b
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DacryLis. 3. 2,

glomerata. Orchard grass. June. About gards.
Poa 3. 2.

annua. Rooting grass. May. Gardensand felds.

compressa. Blue grass. July. Dry soil,

prafensis. Meadow grase. May. Fields; meadows.

dentata. Wet do. July. Muddy bottoma.
aguatica. ’ ’

var. americana. Great do. Aug. Wet meadows,
trivialis. Falee redtop. July. Moist meadows,

nemoralis. do. June. do.

nervala. Large spear-grasa June, do.

elongata, Juiy. Dorders of wet ineadows.
canadensis, do. do.

quinguefida. Huge redtop. July. Wet places
Ama. 3. 2.
Sezuosa. Hair-grass. June. Dry, rocky hills.

truncata. do, . do. Dry woods.
FEesTUca. 3. 2.

elatior, Fescue-grass. do. Wet meadows,

pratensis.  do. do. Dry banks of meadows.

tenella. July. SBandy seil,

Auvitans. Barge do.  do. Marshes and ditches.
DanrtHonia. 3. 2. . ) :

spicata. Wild oats.  do. Bandy, dry hills.
TriseTvs. 3. 2

purpuroscens. False hair-grass. June. High mead.
Bromua. 3. 2.

secalinug, Chesa. June. Cultivated fields.

purgans. False chees. May. Afluvial banks.

ciliat.s. do, Aug.  do. on streams.

pubescens. do. do,
ARRHENATHERUM. 3. 2. _

pennsylvanicum. False oats. June. Light soil.
Lovreas. 3. 2. .

pereane. Damel-grass. July. Roads and fields.
Triticom 3 2.

@stivum, C. Summer wheat. June.%Rarely grow-

hybernum, C. Winter wheat. do. ing wild.

repens. Wheat or quack-grass. do. Grardens; fields
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Avena. 3. 2.
- sative. C. Oaw=. June, Rarely growing wiid.
sterilis. C.. Animated oats. July. Gardens.

SecaLe. 3. 2. .
ecereali, Rye. June. Rarely growing wild.

Erymes. 3. 2 .
kystriz. Lime.grass. July. " -
villosus, Wild rve. - do. EAllu\ ial banks; rivers.
canadensig. do. Lime-grass. July. do.
virginicus. do. June. do. and dry hille.
glaucifolius. Great wild rye. July. do.

Paxicum. 3. 2 _
crus-galli. Cockloot-grass. July. Cultivated fields
latifolium. Panic-grass. June, Open woods,
capitiare. Hairy do.  Aug. Culrivared iiclds,
depaaperatum, Shortdo. Julv. Moist pastures.
ritidum. Slender do. June. Ficlds and pastures.
glaucvm. Botle-graas, July., Cultivated fields,
¢talicum, €. Largedo. do. Gardens.

Anororocon. 3. 2. .
purpurascens. Broom-grass. Aug. Light san. soil.
Sureatum. Forked spike-grass. do. Alluvial,
nutens, Beard-grass. Aug. do.
Honrpuum. 3. 2. .
eulgare. C. Barley. June.

Soncuun. 3. 2.
gacchuratum. C. Broom-corn. Aug. Gardens and
fields. . .
pulgare. C. Coflee-corn. do. Gardens. .

CZga. 2. 3.
mays. C, Indian corn. July:

JUNCE—(Rush-grasses.)
Juxcus. 6. L

¢ffusus. Bull-rush. June. Wet places; low streama.
setaceus. Stenderdo. June! Low meadows.
tenuie. Common bog-rush, Julv. Low grounds.
nodosus. Tall bog-rush. do. Low meadows.
bufenius. Frog-rush. July. Low, sand{;etplaces.
polycephalus. Strong hog-rush. Aug. Wet past’s.
pilosus. Hairy rush. April. Border of'moist woodg
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campestris. Liarge rush. May. Moist pastures.
Acorus. 6. 1.

ealamus. Sweet flag. May. Besidelowland brooks.
TaapeecanTia. 6. 1. '

virginica. Spider-wort. June. Gardens.
Hzroxnian. 6. 3.

dioica. False unieorn-wort. May. Moist woods ;
Btockbridge.

VepaTRUM. 6, 3.

viride. Ttch-weed. June. Alluvial soil; also on high
brooks.

ALiema. 6. 3.

plantage, Water plaintain. July. Low, wet places.
Sacrrrania. 20. 13,

sagittifolia. Arrow-head. June. Low brooks.

latifolia. do. do. do.”
heterophylla. Diverse-lealed do. Aug. Pond on
Taconic Mt

gramined. Grassy do. do. do.
Scarvzema. 6, 3.

palustris. Flowering rush, June. - do.
Laroeavron, 20. 13.

graphaloides. Pipe-wort July. do.

Poramosrron. 4. 4. _
natans. Pond-weed, June. Aquatic; rivers, ponds.
Sluitans. do. do. do. do.
graminewm. Grassy do. July. do. low, muddy
botioms ; ponds. B
perfoliatum. do. Ponds; Pittsfieid.

NAIADES—(Aquatics.)

Cavninia. 20. 1, _

Fezilis. Water knot-grass July Immersed in
. standing poola.
Cuanas. 20, 1.

vulgaris. Feather beds. July. Immersed in stand-

ing pools; Stockbridge.
Slexilis, Stnﬂ' do. July. do. do.
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Nasas 20, L.
canadensis, Water-nymph. July. Immersed in
ponds; Stockbridge.
Lemna. 20, 2.
polyrkiza. Water flaxgeed. July. Floating in
standing water. ’

minor. Duck-meat, da, do.
trisulca. do. do, do. NWe-
gro Brook ; Stockbridge.
ASPHODELL

HamerocarrLis. 6. 1.
Aaca. C. Garden lily. June. Gardens and yards.
Suiva, C. do. - do, da.
ArLiem 6. 1,
canadense. Meadow garlic. June, Alluvial mead-
ows; Sheflield.
friceccum. Woodsgarlic,  do. Moist wooda; low
grounds. Injures milk of cows in spring.
satirym. C. Garlic June. Gardens,
cepa. C. Onion. July. do.
schenegprasum. C. Cives. July. Gardens.

NARCISSI.

(faLaNTHTS. 6. 1..

nivalis. C. Snow-drop. April. Gardene.
Hyroxis. 6. 1.

erecta. Star-grass. June, Sandy woods and fields.

Poxteneria. 6. 1.
cordata. Pickerel-weed. July. Ponds; Pittsfield s
Stockbridge.
"HYDROCHARIDES,
Vavrvisneria. 21 2,
spiralis. Tape-grass. Aug. Pond ; Stockbridge.

Paosxrrixaca. 3. 3.
palustris. Mennaid-weed. July. Pond; Pittafield.

ORCHIDEAE—(Orchis-like.)

Orchis. 19. 1.
spectobilis. Orchis, May. Light soil; woods; bills.
erbiculate. Round-lealed do. May, do. do,
. 5
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bifolia. May. Light soil; woods; hills.
fimbriata. June. Low, wet meadows
fridentata July. Sundy places about springs
psycodes.

ug. -
bracteata. Satyr. May. L%ght soil; woods.
dilitata. Greatorchiz July. Low, sandy, wet places

Nzorria 19. 1.
astivalis, Ladies’ tresses. June., Lightsoil; mead.
cernua. Nodding do. Aug. 'Wer, highland meadow
pubescens. Rattlesnake violet. Aug. Woods; moist

soil ; low. .

Argruosa, 19, 1, .
ophiogloasoides. Snake-arethusa, J w' Wet places
verticiflata. Whorled do. June. et woods and
meadows; G Barrington.

Cympyomm, 19, 1.
pulchellum. Grasspink. July. Low, marshy places
coorliorhizum. Corol-root May, Open woods;

hille 5 tight scil.
edonforkizm. Corol-teeth. July. Low woods; wet
Ayemalis. Adam-and-Eve plant July, Woaods, do.

Mavaxes. 19, L
Liliifolia.” tvory blade. June. Low meadows and
pastures.

CyprirEpni'm. 19, 2
spectabile. Ladies’ alipper. May, Light soil 3
woods 3 hills. - '
ﬂubescena. Yellow do. May. Open woods on hills.
“humile. Low  do. June, do. light soil.

LAVURL

Lavrus, 9. 1.
benzoin. Spice-bush. May. Low grounds.
sassafras. Sassafras. do. Hille 3mall wree.

THYMELEZE.

Dipca. 8. 1.
palustris. Moose or leather wood. April. Lowland
of hills.
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ARISTOLOCHIE.
Asartm. 110 1.
canadense. White snake-root or wild ginger. Apr.
A{l]uvial. or hills.
AnrisroLocma. 19. 6.

serpentarig. C. Virginia snake-root. June. Gar-
den of the Shaker in Hancock.

_ ALEAGNL
Taesivm, & 1.

wmbellatum. False toad-flax. May, Wet grounds.
Nryssa. 21 5.

villosa. Pepperidge. June. Wet woods; large tree,

POLYGONEZE,
PorLyconrm. 8. 4.
aviculare, Knotgrass. June, In fields,
punctatwn. Water pepper. July. Wet, low places,
corcineun. Pond knot-grass. Aug. Pond in Pit:-'d,
persicaria. Hearts-ease. Juue, Gardens and Hields
pensylvanicum. Great knot-grass. July. Fields.
sagiftatum. Heart-leafed do. Avg. Wet places,
convolnulus. Greatbirdweed. June, Hills; dry soil
scandens. Wild climbing buckwheat, July, Fields
and gardens.
arifolium. Aug. Wet places,
Sogopyrum, C. Buckwheat, Ang.
urientale. C. Prince’s feather. do. Gardens.
RU‘MEX. 6. 3.
acetoselle. Borrel. May. Fields,
erispus. Dock. June. Culiivated fielde; gardens.

patientia. Garden do June, do.
Ruevm. 9. 3.
rhaponticum, C. Pie rhubarb. June. (xardens.
paimatum. C. Rhubarh. do. do.
ATRIPLICES,

Buiron. 1. 2.
capitatum. Strawberry blite. June, About houses.
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Cuexorapivm. 5. 2,
athum. Pigweed. July. Gardens and cu]tlvar.. fields.
nigrum, Rusty do. do. do.
kybridum. do. About houscs,
botrys. Oak of Jerusalein, June. Sandy soil.

PuyroLaccs. 10. 5.
decandra, Poke-weed, July. Roads and fielda.

NYCTAGINES —(Night Flowers.)

VirasiLis. 5. L
Jjalapa. Four-o’cloek. June. Gardens; foromamerlt
longiflora. C. do. do. do.

AMARANTHIL

AmaranThus, 20. 5.
eleraceus. Yotamaranth, Yuly. Gardensand yards
retroffezus. Rough do. Aug. do. and roads
and several exotic species in gardens.

GompurENA. O, 1.
globosa. Guwbe amananth. Aug. Gardens.

PLANTAGINES—(Plaintain.)
PrLanTago. 4 1.
major. Plawtain. July. (rardens, roads, &c.
lancealata. Ribwort. do. Muist tneadows and past.

VITICES.

Vereena. 14 1.
kastate. Vervain. July. Roads and fields. .
urticifolia. Nettle do. July. ~  do.

' LYSIMACHIE.

Liysiwacnia. 5. L.
racemosct. Loose-strife. June. Low grounds.
quadrifslia. Four-lcaled do. June. Open woods
or: hills
ciliata, l[mr\ o h.h Lovw lands ; hedges
capit ita. Headod do, Jine, Wet, low places.,

TriENTALS. 7. L.

eurgpea. Uhick-wintergeeen, May, About woods
and hedges ; hght soil,
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PEDICULARIS
Pepicunanis. 14, 2, _ :
canadensis. Lousewort. May. Lifht soil; hille
Vzronica. 2. 1.

serpyllifolia. Speedwell. do. Roads and ficlda,
beccabunga. Brooklime. .lune. Low, smali, run-

ning brooke.

arvensts. Ruckspeednell May. Gardensand dry
fields. .

peregring. Purslane do.  do. do.

scutetlata, Sculleap do. July. Sandy soil.
virginica. Culver’s rovt. do. Alluvial meadows 3
in gardens also.
Mrevamryrom, 14, 2,
americanum. Cow-wheat. June. Open woods.
Onopancur. 14. 2,
wniflora. Squaw-wort. Jume. Light soil; woods.
americana, Aue. Wouds.
virginiana, Beech drops. July. Beech woods.
PoLyeara. 6.
verticellata. Wild snake-root July. Woods
rubella, do. do.
sanguined. do. do.

JASMINEE.

Syrixea. 2. 1.
vidgaris. C. Lilac. May. Gardensand yards
LrcusTren, 2. 1.
velgare. C. Prim. June. Yards,
Fraxinvs, 21 2,
acuminata. Whiteash. May. Low grounds. Large
tree.
uglandifolia. Swamp ash. May. Swamps. do.
{?aiﬁuafaha Black do. do. - do. do.

LABIAT F—(Lipped Flowers.)
Lycorus. 2. 1.
virginicus. Water horehound ; Bugleweed. July.
Liow, moist sojl.
var. quercifolius.
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Mox~arpa, 2.1, .
didyma, Oswego tea. July. Fields; light soil.
slilvngata, do da, do.
clinopodia, © do. Hills; woods:

Bavnvia, 2, L

officinalis, Sage. June. Gardens.

sclara. Clarry-rough sage. June. Gardens.
CoiLinsonra. 2. 1. '

canadensis, Horse balm. Aug. Hedges; rich soil
Liavrew, 14, L

amplezicanle, Dead nettde. Juue, Moist places.

Pyexaxtuenca, 14, 1.
incapum, Mountuin mint. July. Light soil ; hills,
verticillatum, Ang. do.
_NEreTa, 14, L
caterie, Cawip or mint. July. Yards and gardens
Hyssopus, 14, 1.
nepetoides, (reat hyssop. Aug. Hedges; san. 8011
serophularifolius, da. do.
efficinalis. Garden hyssop. July. Gardens.
MexTHa. 14. 1,
© borealis. Horse-mint. July, Sandy soit; fields.
viridis. Sprar-mint. Aug. Low, wet places.
piperita. C. Pepper-nmt. Aug.  Gardens and
tields ; growing native.
Sracuvs, 14, L .
aspera. Hedgenetde. July. Moist soil; hedges.
Gareoesis. 14, 1.
tetrahil, Flowering nenle. July Yards.

SaTvresa. 14, 1.
kertensis. C. Summer savoury. June. Gardens.

Lro~ravs. 14, 1.

cardiaca. Mother-wort. July. Ahout gardens.
Marrosn, 14, 1,

vulgare. Horchound. do  Sandy streets.
Hiprowa, i 1.
© pulegivides. Pennyroyal. do. Fields,
Grecnoma, 11 1.

Aedgracea, Gill-over-greund. May. About gardens

and in Light scul
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Merissa. 14 1.

afficinalts. C. Balm, July. Gardens.
Origaxum, 14 1.

megorana. C. Swceet marjoram. Aug, Gardens;,

Bhakers’, Hancock.

Crivoroprian 14, 1.

vudgare. Field thyme, Ju[y Gardens and ficlds.
PrunerLa. 14. 1.

pensylvanica. Heal-all. June. Low meadows.
Peryna. 14. 1.

leptostachia. LOpseed July. Along fences.
ScuTELLARIA. 14, L

galericdata. Scull-cap. do. Wet hedges.

lateriflora. do. do. do.

SCROPHULARIE.
Grariora. 2. 1,
virginica, Creeping hedge hyssop. June. Alluvial
bank ; Williamstown, - '
Urricvnarma. 2. 1
vulgaris. Bladder-wort, July. Aquatic; standing

water.

cornuta, Leafless do. do. do. T"ond on Ta-
eonic M ountain.

gibba. 8mall do. dbd. do. Pond in Pitts-
field.

ScropuuLaria. 14, 2.
marilandica. Fig-wort. July. Fields.
Axtirruised. 14, 2,
linaria. Snapdragon. do. Roads.
Mimirus, 14, 2.
- ringens. Monkey flower. do. Wet places.
Digrraiis. 14, 2.
purpurea. (. Foxglove. do. Cultivated by 8ha-
kers, Hancock.
Gerarpia, 14, 2
flaca. False foxglove. July, Woods ; about hills.
glauca. Largedo. Aug. do do
erinita, Small do. do. Dry woods on hills,
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SOLANEZ.
Dartura. 5. L
siramonium. Btramonivm, Aug. Roads & gardens
tatula. Purple do. do. do.

Caesieust. o 1.
annuum. C. Red pepper. do. Gardena
Nicovriaxa. 5, 1.
tabacum. C. Tobacco. July. Cultivated ingardens
Soranrm, 5. 1.
dulcamarum, Bittersweet, June, Hills and woods,
nigrum. Nightshade. July. Aboutyards and fences
tuberosum. C. Potatoe. do. Fields,
lycopersicom. C. Tomatoe, July. Gardens.
pseudocapsicum. C. Jerusalem cherry. July. Or-
namental flower; gardens,
Verpascom, 5. 1.
thapsus. Mullen. June. Roads and fields.

BORRAGINEZE.

Cy~xogroasim. b, L.

officinale. Hound-tongue. June. Roads light soil
LitnospErmMuM, 5. 1.

arvenge. Stone-seed, May, Cultivated fields.
Mvosoms. 5. 1.

palustris. Beorpion Weed. July. Hllis

arvenais. .
Bonaago. 5.°1. :

. offcinalis. C. Borage. do. Gardens,

SymrHiTUum. 5. 1.

officinale, C. Comfrey. do | do.

- HyprorHvYLLUM, 5. 1.
virginicum. Burr-flower. do. Hedges and woods.
canadense. Roughda, July. do. and woods.

BIGNONIE.
CueLone. 14. 2.
glabra. Snake-head. July. Lowmcadov»sandpas—
tures.
Marrynia. 14, 2.
proboscoidea. Elephantplant July., Cultivated in
gardens,



VEGETAALEN. 61

PensTedoON. 14, 2.
pubescens. Beard tongue. July. Foot of hills.

CONVOLY ULI—(Like Morning-glory.)

CoxvoLvurra. & 1.

sepivm. 'Wiid morning-glory. July Alluv. mead,

arvensis. Birdweed. July. Woods; high & low land

batatus. C. Bweetpotatoe, July. Raraly cultivated

purpurea. C. Morning-glory. June. Gardena,
Curscura. 5. 2

americana. Dodder. Aug. Shaded banks, .

GENTIANEE.

GexnTiaNa. 5.2

quinqueflora. Blue gentian. Aug. Clayey ground

saponaria. Svap do. Sept. do

rrinita. Fringed do.  do. 'Wet soil; open woods.
MexvasTues. 5. 1.

trifoliata. Buckbean. June, Stagnans waters; Pitts,
Virvarsia, 5. L

{acunosa. Floating heart. July. Ponds in Becke,
and on Taconic M.

APOCYNEZE.

Arocynum. 5. 2
cannabinum. Indian hemp. July. Lightsoil; fields
androsemifolivm. Dog-bane. do, de

Ascrepias. 19, 5.
syriaca. Milkweed. July. Fields
phytolaccoides. do. Wer borders of woods.
incarnata. Red do. do, Low grounds; fields.
quadrifolia. Four-leafed do. June. Open woods.
tuberosa. Butterfly weed.- July. Light, saudy so

RHODODENDRE.
AzaLea. b 1
rvudifiora. Honeysuckle apple. May. Swamps
vizcosa. do Jure. ~ do
Kamia, 10. 1,

latifotia. Laurel July. Light soil; woods & fieids
angustifolia. Sheep do. June. Low ground; poison
glauca, Swamp do. May Swamps ; Hiusdale
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Leoux, 10. 1.

latifolivin, Labrador tea, June. Low grounds; Pits.
Buonona. 10. 1.

canadensis. False honeysuckle. May. Low [ands;

iusfield. )
CAMPANULACERE.

Cameanvra. 5. 1,

rotundifvlia, Flax bell-flower. June. Sandy soil.

perfoliata. Clasping do. do. Lightsoil.
speculum. C. Venus’ glass. do. {ardens.
LoBeEL1a. 5. 1.

inflate. Indian tobacco. July. Moist fields.
pallida. Stender lobelia. do. Fields,

siphilitica. Large do. do. Wetplaces,
cardinalis. Cardinal flower. Aug. Low pastures.

ERICE.

Oxveocevs. 8, 1.

macrecarpus. Cranberry. Marshes ; Stockbridge
Pxnora. 10. 1,

rotundifelia. Shin-leaf. June, Open woods.

secunda. One-sided do. do. do, light soil

umbellata. Prince’s pine. July. do.
Anrsurus, 10, 1. .

uva-ursi. Bear-berry, June., Hill in W. Stockbr
Gavverresia. 10, 1. '

precumbens. Wintergreew, July. Woods; hills

Aispidula. Greeping do, May, Low woods.
-ANpROMEDA, 10), ],

panicilata. Whitebush. June. About hilla

cafyculata. Leather-leall do. "Taconic Mountain
Errexs. 10. 1, o -

repens. Trailing arbutus, Ap. Sunnyhillsinwoods
Vacarneum. 10, 1.

stamineum. Deer-berry May. Hillsand woods.

Frondosum. Blue-beery. do. Plains and hills.

virgatum. Blue whortleberry. May Woods.

corymbosum, High'swamp do. do. Swamps.

resinosum. Black - do. Juue. Hills,

tenelium. Low ‘do. May. Low grounds
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Moxornora. 10. 1.
lanuginosa. False beech-drope June Wooda,
uniflora. Birds’ nest. July. do.

DIPSACEZ.

~Dipsacrs. 4 L
sylvestris, Wild teasel. July. Sandy, low grounds;
Sheffield. yovgToines
Sfullorum. C. Teascl. do, Cultivated for clothiers
CepnaLaxtuus, 4. 1.
eceidentalis. Button-bush. July, Marshy waters 3

_ RUBIACEZAE,
Gavww. 4, 1.
lanceolatum. Bed-straw. June. Low grounds;
triflorum. Slender do. do. Wertplaces.

eircezans, Cleavers, June, Abour motst woods
trifidim, Bmalldo. do. Wet places.
asprellum. Rough bed-straw, June, Swainps.
aparine, ~do. Woods; mojst.

HHousTonia. 4. 1,
cocrulea. ‘Venug® pride. May. Alluvial meadows

MrircuEiLa. 4. 1.
repens. Squaw-berry. June. Moist woods.

CAPRIFOLIA,

Linves. 4. 1.
borealis. Twin-Alower. June. ‘Low places, shaded
with evergreens '

Lovicera. 5. 1.
divica. Honeysuckle. May. Foot of hills; meads.
kirsuta. Hairy do. June, Dry sandy, or rocky
hills ; Williamstown,
sempervirens. €. Garden do. May. Gardera.

Xyvrosterat, 5, 1.
ciliatum. Fly honeysuckle. May. Low grounds.
villosum. Swamp twin-berry. do. Sphagnous pla-
oes; Williamstown.
Digrvicra, 5. 1.
humilis. Bush honeysuckle. June. Hills and low
lands; dry, or moist,
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Cornus. 4. 1. .
canadensis. Low dog-wood. May. Low woods.
Aorida. Box-wuod, May, Low hitls; small tree
sanguinea. Tog-woud. do. Wet places.
sericea. Silky do. Juue. do.
alba. White do.  do. Hills,
circinata. Large-leafed do. June. Woods,
paniculata, Bush do. do. Wet soil.
Samrvcrs. 5. 3.
pulescens. Red-berried elder. May. Hedges; hills
canadensis. Black-berried do. June, Coinmon.
Triosterm. G 1.
perfotiatum, Fever-root. June. Moist woods.
Yisurxuy, 5. 3.
lantunoides. Hobble-bush. May. Lowland & hills
lentago. Sheep-berry. Juue. do do
erycoccus. Higl cranberry. June. Beside sureams
acerifolium, Lrockmackie,  do.  Wouds,

dentutum. _ do. Taconic Mt

nidum. do. Hills,

pyrifolivm, do. do.
CICHORACEZE.

LeoxTopon. 18. 1.

taracacum. Landelion. May. Every where.,
Kuraia. 18 1.

cirginica. Dwarfdo  do. Monument Mountain
Higpacum. 18. 4.

venosum. ¥ceined huwk-weed. July, Woods.

puniculatunt. Lhaiched du. July. Woods; hedges

virgatwn. Thick do. do. do. sandy

marianum, do. do.
Hyoscems, 18, 1. .

prenunthoides. Liow lettuce, July, (Gardens.
LacTuca. 18, 1. _

elongata. Wild Jettuce. July., About feaces.

sativa. C. Garden lettuce, July, Gardens,
PreNanTuEs. 18, 1. :

alba. Wiid «line lenuce. July. Clayey soil.

altissima. Giant do. Aug. do. '

.
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virgata. Wand-like do. Aug. Clayey soil.
cordate. Heart-lealed do. do. do.

Soncuus. 18, 1.
oloraceus. Sow thisle, July Low land.
lencophaeus.  do. do. do.

Cicrortum. 18, 1,
endivia. C. Garden endive. July. Gardens; rare

CINAROCEPHAL A,
LiaTris, 18 1.
spicata. C. Gay-feather. Aug. Cultiva. by Shakers
CanTaamus, 18, 1. .
tinctorius. C. Garden safiron. July, Gardens.
¢erulivs, Blue do. July. fGardens,
Carprus. 48, 1,
© pectinatus. C, Comb-thistle, July, do
Crycus, 18, 1.
lanceolatus, Commonthml.le June. Roads & fields
arvensis. Canada de. do. do. very
troublesome,’
discolor. Greemdo. July. Fields. :
atlissimus. Giant thistle. Aug. Lowland &mead
Apcrivm. 18, 1.
lappa. Burdock. Aug. Roadsand fielde,
Dxororpon, 18. 1.
acanthizm. Cotton thistle, July. Sandy road in
Piutsfield. '
CENTATREA. 18, 3.
eyanews, D, Bluebottle. June. Gardens,
benedicta. Blessed thisde. do. do,
Cyxana. 18. 1, ' :
scolymus, C. Artichoke. July. Gardens.

CORYMBIFER £.
Bipena. 18, 3.
frondosa. Beggar-ticks. Aug. Fields; light soil.
cernua. Water do, “do. Wet places.
Coxyza. 18, 2.
marilandica. Plowman’s wort. Aug. Moist soil;
Lenox.

[
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CurysanTrEMUM. 18, 2,
leucanthemum. Ox-eyed daisy. June. Fields; trou-
blesome plant in meadows. .
partheniwn, C. Feverfew., Ju.y. Gardens,
coronartum. (vurden chrysanthum. July. Gardens

EvpaToniom. 18, 2.
sessilifalium. Thovoughwort Aug. Hifla
purpurenn. Joe-pye-weed.  do. Low grounds.
verticillatum. Queen of meadow. Aug. do.
macudatum. Rough do.  Aug. Sandy, low ground
ageratoides, Smooth do. do. Fields and liedges

GNaPHaLIUM. 1B, 2,
margaritaceum. Life-everlasting. June. Fields.
polycephalum, Sweet do, June. Dry fields,
decurrens. Strong-scented do, July. Fields on hills

uwliginosum. Creeping do. do. Road sides.
plantagineum, Early do. April. Fields; maist.
dioicum. Mouse-cardo,  do. do.

AnTEmisia. 18, 2.
absinthium. Wormwood. July Bandy roads; N.
Ashford.

TaNaceTUM, 18, 2
vulgare, Tansy. July. Fields; gardens.
fvvLa. 18 2
helentum. Elecampane July. Roads & fields; wet

Ericeron. 18, 2
belhdzfnlmm FPiea-bane, May. Meadows & past’s

strigogum, June, do.
heterophylium, do. do. |
philadelphicum. Aug. ° da

Agnecio. 13. 2, .
aureus. Rag-wort. June. Wet woods and fields.
hieracifoliva. Fire-weed. Jund. Burnt fields; wet
obovatus. Water rag-wort. Aug. Mamhy places.

TussiLaco. 18. 2
farfara. Garden colte’~foor April. On streams,
and in gardens.
Bovmaco. 18, 2.
canadensis. (Golden rod. July. About fences.
altissima. Highdo. Aug. do.
serotina. Smooth do. do. do.
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ciliarie. 8leek do. July. Fields.
lancevlata, Grass-leafed do. Aug. Fields.
cEsia. do. do .
latifolia. Broad-leafed do. do. Hills and woods
bicolor. White do. July. Light soil ; woods, fields
ulmifolia. Elm-leafed do. Aug. Wet placea.
Aster. 18 2,
linarifolius. Star-flower. do. Monwnent Mt
mulfiflorus. do. Fields.
sdlicifolivs. - do. Low groundes.
rove-anglie. New England do. Aug. Moist and
dry soil; Stockbridge ; Williamstown.

cyaneus, Aug Dry hilis and fields
phlogifolius, do
undulatus. do do
paniculatus. do. Ficlds.
cordifolivs. Heart-lealed do. do
corymbogus, . do. Woods and fields
macrophyllus. do. Moist places; ﬁe}ds
amplexicanlis. do, Hills
prenanthoides. do. Waods.
puniceus, do. Weét placen .
acuminatus. do. Woods; Saddle M,
conyzoides. do. Fields; Lenox.
tradescanti. do. About wet places
-recurvatus. do. do '
divergens, do. Low land.
HeLeswon. 16, 2. N

autumnale, False sun-flower. Aug. Moiat; Lenox

ArTrEmie, 18, .

achillea. Mwaeed July. Roads.

millefofir. Yarrow. June, Fields,
Heriantavs, 18, 3.

trackelifolivs. Wiid sun-flower, July. Fieldz

decapetalus, do. Aug. do

apnuus, Garden do. July. Gardens.
Cavrenpura, 18. 4.

officinglis. C. Pot marigold. July. Gardens.
Rupeeckia. 18. 3.

lacinigta. Cone-flower. July., Hedges; low land



:
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ARALIE.

Paxax. 5. 2.
quinquefolia. Ginseng. Mayv. Woods; W’ mstown
trifolia. Small ground-nut. May. do

Anavra. 5. 5.
nudicaulis., Sarsaparilla, May. Woods.
racemosad. Spikennrd.  June. do.
hispida. Bristly do, July. Light soil; hedges; hilla

UMBELLIFERE,

AxceELica. B 2

atrapurpurea. Angelica. June. Al mead Wins’n

triquinata. - do. do. Dry hills; Hancock
Crcura. 5. 2,

. maculatae. Wild pavsnip; Musquash root. July.

Low, wet soil, or ailuv. Root, violent poison

bulbifera. Water hemlock. July. Wet, mar. places
CoxiuM. D 2.

maculatum. Poison hemlock. do Road sides
Carum. 5. 2.

carui. C. Caraway. June, Gardens
CuxprornyLLen, 5. 2.

claytoni. Bweet Cicely. June. Woods & le. fencen
canadensis, Sison. June. Moist shaded places,

Davcus. b 2.

carota: C. Carrot. do. Gardens, & wild in fields
PasTinaca. b. 2. -

sativa. C. Parsnip. do. do do

HeracLErM. 5. 2.

lanatum. Cow parspip. June. Wet or dry mead.
HyprocoTyLE. 5 2

emericana. Yater navelworn. May Wet placeﬁ
SxyaNium. b, 2 v

aureum. Meadow parsnip. do Meadows
Sium. 5 2

latifolium, Water parsnip. Julv. Wet, low, mar.
lineare, do. de. do '
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PAPAVERACEE.

Paraver. 13. 1.

somniferum. C. Poppy. June. Gardens,
CrELvoxNtoM. 13, 1.

majus. Calandine. May. Road sides.
CorypaLts. 17, 6, ’

cucullaria. Colic weed. May. Woods; hedges; dry

glauca. Tall do. June. Dry hills,

Sungesa, Climbing do. do. Rocky woods
Fumania. 17. G.

efficinalis. Fumitory. Junc. Great Barrington
Nymraga, 13, 1.

odorata, White pond lily. do. Ponds; Stockbr.

adeena. Yellowdo. July. Sianding waters
Sarracenia. 3. L.

purpurea. Sidesaddle flower. June. Marshes
Sancuinanta. 13. 1.

canadensis. Blood-root. Aprif. Light soil; -woods

RANUNCULACE L.
Ranuxcrrus. 13 13,
acris. Butter-cup, Yellow daisy, May. Up. mead
abortivua. Woods® do. May. Muist woods
repens, Creeping do.  do.  Luw, wet places
ARuviatilis, Hair-like do. do. Aquatic; waters,
recurratus, June. Upen woods & freliky -
multifidus, Largedo.  do. Pond lelesy G, Bar’
Airsutus. Rough do.  July. Pustures; moist '
sceleratus. Celery erowfoor, Jupe. Marshes
Acrma, 13, 1.
rubra. Bancberry., May. Woods
alba. Necklace weed. do.  do.
racemosa. C. Cohosh, Bugbane. July. 8hak. Gar
AqurLecia. 13. 5.
canadengis. Columbine, May. Dry, rocky pluces
 valgaris. C. Gardendo. June. Gardens
Cremamis, 13. 13.
virginica. Virgin’s bower. Julv. Hedges & hanks
verticillata. False do. May. Dry bhills; beautiful
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Popornyirnus. 13, 1.

peltotum. Mandrake, May. Moist soil; meadows
Cavropnyioem. 6. 1.

thalictroides. Pappoose-root, Apnl Light soil
Tuavicrres, 43, 13

divicum. Meadow-rue. May. Meadows and past.

polygamum, do, June, ~ do,
Axesoxe. 03, 13

nemarozd. Wind flower. May. Hedges

thalictroides. Rucdo. do.

virginiana. ‘Tallanemenc, July. Light soil; mead
Herarica. 130 13,

triloba. Liver-leaf. April. Woods and hills

acufa. - do do. do. Williamstown
CorpTis, 13. 12,

trifolia. Gold-thread. May. Low"places ;. wet
Cavtas. 13, 13

palusiris. Cowslip. April. do.
HyprorerTia. 13, 13,

purpurea. Water shield. Auﬂ' Pond on Tacon. Mt

ACERA.
Acer. 8. 1,
rubrum. Soft maple, April. Low grounds and hills
dasycarpum. Bilver do, dv. Banks of river; Shell
saccharinmon. Sugar do. May. Woods ; great tree
nigrum. Black surrardu April. do. large tree
montanin. '\Idpebush May. About Lills & st
Fsceevs, 7 1L
kippocastanum. Horse chesnut, June, Cul, nsshade

CAPPARIDES.
Parnassia. 5. 4. .
americana. Parnassus. June. Wet, sandy places’

HYPERICA.
Daosera. 5. 5.
refinufifolia. Sundew. Auag, \Vet places ]ow

Hypericum, 13. 5.
perforatum, St Jolw's-wort, July. Old fields
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canadense. ' July, Old fields; wet

pareificrum. Low do. July. Sandy and wet places

virginicum, Aug. Fields
CRUCIFERE.

Drass. 15. 1.
arabisans. Draba. May. Ficlds.

Lerpiva, 15, 1,
virginicum. Wild pepper-grass. Jume. Sandy soily
Sheilield.

Turaser 15, L.

bursa-pastoris. Shepherd’s purse. May. Fields

campestris. 1alse flax, June. Fields, with flag
DexTamia. 15 2.

diphylla. Tooth-rqot, Pepper-root. May
Arapis. 15. 2

thaliana, Spring-cress. July. Low Jand.

hastata. May. do. Gt Barrington
faleata. do. do. do.
TvrriTis. 15 2.

hirsuta, True mustard. June, do.

Carpamine. 15 2.

pensyleanica. Water-cress, May, Wet places
Erysimom. 15, 2.

barbarca. Winter cress. May. Sandy benks of str.

efficinale, Hedge mastard. July, Roads and fields
Sinaris. 15 2.

nigra. Mustard. June. Gardens and fields

Svsmerien. 135, 2.
amphibium. Water radish. July. Wet; pools of wa

MECIA.
THea. 13. 1.
viridis. C. Green tea. Cultivated by the Shakers
VITES.

AmreLorsis, 5 1,
quinquefotia. Wild grape. July. Low lands
Virs 6. 1. .
vulpina. Fox grape. June. Low lande ; strearoe
labrucea. do. do. do.
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MALVACEZE.
Marva. 16. 13

ratundifolia. Ground mallows. June. Abouthouses

sylvestris. {xarden mallows.  do. do.

crispa. Crisped lealed do. Aug.  -do.

moschata. Musk do. do. Gardens
Bipa. 16. 13.

abutilon. Indian mallows. July. Gardens

ALTHaEA. 16, 13
roses, Hollyhock. - do. do.

MAGNOLIA.
Lirtopexprox. 13. 13,
tulipgfera, Whitewood. June. Low grounds; lar. tr

GERANIJA.

(reraxicm, 16, 10.

maculatum., Wid gerapium. May, Liow meadows

robertianum. Roberts’ herb. June. Bhaded places
Oxaves. 10, 5,

acetosella, Wood sorrel. Fields; Baddle Mt

viglacea. Violetdo. May. do. do.

stricte. Yeliow do. July. Sandy fields; Sheflield
IxpaTiexs. 5. 1.

noli-tangere. Jewel-weed, July. Low grounds

biflora. do. June. do.

balsamina. C. Green do. July. Gardens
TrorxoLum™ 8 1.

mojus. Nastertion. do. do.

BERBERIDES.
~ BerBERRIS. 6, 1.
vulgaris. C. Barberry. June, Culiivated; Lenox
Hamamerin, 4. 2.
virginica, Witch-hazel. Aug. Low grounds; hills

. TILIACE E.
Tirra. 13. 1,
glabra. Basawood. July. Low grounds ; tree
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CISTI.
Cieruvs, 13, 1.
canadensis. Rock-rose. June, Lightsoil; Sheffield -

corymbosug do do. Williamstown
VioLa. 5. 1.

" retundifolia, Wild violet, vellow. Ap. Bor.of'woods
cuculleta. Blu:do. ~ Aorl. Fields; moist
patmata. Hand-like do. May, Lightseil; ah. wood
evaia Low do. June. Sandy hills
obliqgua. Low white do. do. Moist meadows
villosa. do. da.

_ sorerig. do. du. and woods
canadensis. Wood do. May. Woods; moist
siriata. dv. Fields and meadows

rostrata, Braked do. do. do.; woods
pubescens. Hairydo. do. Woods -
tricelor, C. Garder violet. May. Gardens

RUTACER.
Ruta. 10. 1.
graveolens. C. Rue. July. Gardens
CAROPHYLLEZE.

AcroeTEMMA. 10. b,

githage. Cockle. May. Wheat fields

coronaria. C. Rosecampion. Aug. Gardens
Xaronarra. 10. 2. .

affcinalis, Boap-wort. Avg. Fields; Williamstown

vaccaria do. July. do da,
Sene 10, 3 )

artirrkina, Catchfly. June. Fields _

pensylvanica. Pink do. do.  da  light soil
CzasisTun. 10. 5, .

vudgatum. Mouse-ear chickweed. May. Ab. fences
SerrovLa. 10. 5.

arvensis. Spurry. May. Ficlds
Agsvaria. 10. 3.

serpyllifolia. Sand-weed. June. San.places; S!lef

faterifiora. do, do. Light soil about hills

7 -
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Lecnea. 3. 3. :
major. Pin-weed. July. Lightsoil ; fields
miror. Smalide. do. About woods
Quenia. 3. 3,
canadensis. Fork chickweed. July. About woods
MoLrveo. 3. 3.
verticillata. Carpetweed July. Gardens; Stockh
SteELLania. 10, 3
media, Chickweed. June. About gardens
lanceolata. Swarmwort. do. Wet places
fongiflera. Long-leafed do. Juue. do.

SEMPERVIV E.

Pentrorvm, 10. &
sedoides. Orpine. July. Moist pastures

-~ " BAXIFRAGE,

[Baxreraca. 10, 2, D .
virginiensis. Rock saxifrage. Ap ry, rocky pla
vensylvanica, Water do. May. Wet places

Miteria, 10, 2
diphylla, Currant-leaf Afn] Light soil ; woods -
proairata. Woods; Pitr.aﬁeld

TiarrLLA. 10, 2.
cordifolia. Mitre-wort. April. About woods

CarvsosPLENEIM, 8, 2,
oppositifolium. Golden saxifrage. Ap. Mar. places

CACTL
Ripgs. o. 1.

floridum. Wil black currant. May. Low, wet gr -
rigens. do. Moun. & hills
drifidum. do. Low grounds
trifioram do. do,
ey.virasti, Wild gooseberry.  do. About fielde
lgcustre, Rough do. June. Saddle M

egrossularia. € Eoglishdo. do, Gardeps
uva-crispi. C, ‘Smooth do. de. do.
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PORTULACCE.E.

PorTunacea. 10, 10. -

oleracea: Purslane. June. Gardens and fields
Cravroxia. 5. 1.

spatulata. Spring beauty. April Hillsand fields

virginica. do. do, do.
ScLERAnTHUS, 10, 2

annuus. Gravel chickweed. June. San. pla-; She

ONAGRZAE.
Circxas. 2. 1.
lutetiana. Enchanter’s wand. July., Shaded places -
alpina. do. June. do.

Lewannia. 4. 1.
palustris. Water puralane. Aug. Wet places

EriLonom. 8. 1. .
spicatum. Willow-herb, July. Meadows and k#tle
fineare. Lt do. Wetplaces
palustre. Swamp do. do. do.
coloratum. Coloureddo. do. Wet fields
Orvoraera. B, 1.
biernis. Scabish. July. Fields. .
chrysantha. Dwarl do. June. Fields
grandifiera. C. Garden do. July. Gardens

MyriornyLLum. 20, 13, _
verticillatur, Water milfoil. July. Pond in Becke
Carrrrarcre. L2
vernia, Water chickweed. May. Pools & run. wat
intermedia. July. do.

SALICARLAE.

LyTasom. 11. 1. -
verticillatum, Swamp willow-herb. July. Low land

" ROSACE®RE.

Aroxra. 12, &
botryapium. Bhzd blow, May. Hillsand woods
arbutifolia. Chechberty. dv.  do. & low grounds
melanocarpa. Bilberry. do Mounteins
senguineg. June. Low ground; Pits’d
spal do. Saddle Mowntain
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CBATEGU.B. 12. b _
coceinea. Thornbush, May. Low land

erus-galli, Thorn, do. do.
purctota. do. do. do.
Sonrara. 12, 5.

americana, Mountain ash. June. Hills; Saddle Me
Rosa. 12, 13,

corymhora. Bwamp rose. July. Swamps’

parvifigra. 8mall rose.  do  Base of hille

rubiginosa. Sweet briar. do. Light soil; Adams
Acrimonia, 11. 2. o

cupatoria. Agrimony. do. Light soil j roads
Fracaria. 12. 13,

virginiana. Btrawlbarry. May. Fields & meadows

canadensis., Wooda do. do. Woods
Davnigarpa. 12, 12

Jragarioides. Drystrawberry. May. Moist places

repens. « June. do. Piusfield
Comarva 12, 13.

palustre, Marsh five-finger. June. Wet pla. ; Stoc
Porenrtins. 12 13,

. canadensis, Fivefinger. May. Fields

argentea. Silver do. June. Roads

rorwegica. Cinquefoil.  do.  Moist fields

tridentata. = do. June. Roeky or light soil; Cols

' lege, and Taconic Mt

fruticosa. Bush do. June, Wet places; Pitte=

Sforibunda. field ; Stockbridge

conferiffora, Hairy do. July. Pastures

Geum. 12, 13,
rivale. Avens-root. May. Wet, marshy
virginianum, do.  July. Moist places
strictum, do. Wet mecadows
Rupva. 12, 13.
strigesus, Red raspberry. May. Ficlds
occidentalis, Black do. do. do,
sazatifis. Dwarl do. - do. Wet places
trivialis. Dewberry. Jnne. Fields
villosus. Blackberry. do. Fieldsand wpods
adoratus, English raspberry. June, Fields, hills

abevalia. do- Wet places,
*
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Brines. 12, 15,
alba. Meadow-bush. June. Wet places
tomentosa. Steeple-bush, July, Taconic Mt

Prowus, 12, 1. : .
canadengis. Pigeon cherry. May. Fields & woods
virginiand. Wild black do. do. do.
serottna. Choke do. June. Meadows ; pastures
apinosa. Horse plum, do. Hills

LEGUMINOS./E.

Cassra. 10. 1.

marilandice, Wild senna. Aug. Low, san. Wm’n
Bartiara, 10. 1

tinctoria. Wild indigo. July. Woods on dry hills
Lepinus. 17, 10,

perennis, Wild lupine, May, nght soil ; woods
Mevirores. 17, 10,

vulgaris. Mililot. June. Gardens and old fields
MEepicaco. 17. 10. '
: scutellata, C. Bnail shell. July. Gaidens.
Trirorrom. 17, 100

pratense. Red clover. June. Fields

repens, White do. do. do, _

arvense. Sheepdo. Aug. do. and dry woods
Rozmnia. 27. 10, .

pseudo-acacia. Locust tree. June, Cult for shade
Prsvm. 17, 100

aativum. €. Pea. June. Fields
Viers, 17. 100 . ’

sativa. Tare. June. Wheat fields ; Williamastown

Grycxe 17, 10.
apivs. Ground-nut. Aug. Low grounds; twmmg

Leapepezs. 17, 10
polystackia. Bush clover. July. Woods; light seil
do.

capitata. do.

sessilifolia, _ do. do.
Hepysanvw, 17, 10,

caradense. Dush trefoil, do. Woods} hills

viridiflorum, Aug. do.

retundifolivm. Round-leafed do. July. de.
e
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cuspidation, July. Woods; hills
glutinosum. Aug. do.
ciliare. do. do.
acumiaaium. do. do.
_ TEREBINTACELZE.
Ruvs. b. 3.

typhintan, Sumach. July., Hills; fields

glabrwm. 8mooth do, do. do.

copallinum. Winged do. do. do.

verniz. Poison do. do. Swamps; very poisom

arematicim. Fetid do. do. Hills; dry soil

tozicodendren. Running do. Mercury. July. Fields
Juarans. 20. 13

“cinerea. Butternut. May. Alluvial, and woods

squamosa. Shag walmut May. Hills

amara. Bitter-nut. May. Alluvial ; Sheffield

porcine. Pig-nut.  do. do. and hills
XanTHOoxyLos. 21. 5.

Srazineur, Prickly ash. May. Low grounds

RHAMNI.
Srapuyrea. 5 3.
trifolia. Bladder-nut. May. Light soil; alluvial
hex. 4 4.
canadensis. Mountain holly. May. Hilis & mar
CeavoTie. . 1.
americanus. Jersey tea. July. About hills
Prinos. 6. 1.
) verticillatus. Winter-berry. do. About pond holes
Ruamrys, 5, 1.
alnifolius, Dwarf alder. May. Marshes
cathurticys, C. Buckthorn, do. Williumstown

CeLastrys. 5. 1. .
scandens. Staff-tree, twining. June. Low grounde

EUPHORBIE.

‘Evenornua. 11. 3,
kypericifolia. Bpurge. July. Roads
depregsa, do. do. do
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Acavvena, 20. 16.
wirginica. Low mereury. Aug. Safdy aliuvion

CUCURBITACEZ.

Mosonoica. 20. 16.
eckinata. Wild cucumber. July. Alluvial and gard

Bicros. 20. 16.
. angulata, C. Bingle-seed do. July. About houses

URTICE.
Vrrica. 20 4
disica Nettle. Junc. Fences; hedgen
precera. da.  do. do

canadensis. Vide-leafed do. .July. About woods
pwaila. Stingless do. July., Shaded. mofst places
cylindrica. False do. do. About hedges; alluvial

Cannama 21 5.
" sativa. Hemp. Aug. Fields and houses

HumuLes, 21, 6
fupulus. Hop. do. Allu, mead. Wmsn. and Shef.

Ampposea. 20, 5,
elatior. Hog-weed, Wild wormwood. Aug. Cu, fie
trifida. Aug. Sandy places

Xantawm. 20, 4,
strumarium. Clotbur. Aug. Light soil; Hanceck

AMENTACEZE.

Mynica. 21. 4.
gale. Bweet gale. July. About ponds & marshes ;
Taconic Mr.
cerifera. Bayberry. May. Shel; allnv.j amall trec

Porurea, 21. 13
tremuloides. American pspen. April. Woods; tree
grandidentata, Poplar. April. Fields; large tree
anguluta. Balm of Gilead. do, Aduvial; large tree
bafmmfem. Balsam poplar, April. Banks of Hoo-
sick ; Wmesn. '
dilatata, Lombardy do. April. Cultivat. for shade

BaLmx 21, 2,
conifera. Rose willow, April. Low grounds; brooks
myricoides. do. do.
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prinoides. Apdl. Low grounds; brooks
tristis. R¥er wiliow, May. Banks of streams
nigra, da. do. tree
Jucida, Shining do. do. do.

ngada Stifl-leafed do. Anpril. do.

“grisea. Silky-leafed do. do. do, Wman

vitelling. Y ellow-leafed do. May. Banksol Hogsic -

babylonica. Wecpingdo. May. Heuses, (or shade,
BeruLa. 20, 13,

papyracea. White birch. do. Hills and waods

lenta. Spice do. do. do.
excelsa. Yellow do. do. do.

. populifolia. Poplar do. May. Hills & plains; Shel
rubra, Red do. do. Hills and woods

glandulosa. Shrubdo. do. Marsh ; Stockbridge
Arvvus. 20, 4.

serrulata, Black alder. Apnl Low grounds
Careinga, 20, 13,

americana, Hormbeam. May. Beside sreams
Ostrva. 20, 13.

virginica. Hop-hornbeam. do. Low grounds
Facuvs. 20. 13.

Serruginea. Beech, May. Woods, hills, and plmn.t
CasTanwa, 20. 13

americana. Chesnut. do. Hills and plains
ConvLis. 50. 13,

americana. Hazle-nut. April Base of hills
rostrata. Braked do. do. de.

Praranys. 2. 13,

occideatalis. Buttonwood. Aug. Along sireams
Comproxia. 2. 2.

asplenifolia, Sweet fern. May Hills and plains
Quercra, 200 13

discolor. Black oak. do.’ do.
alba. White do. do.. do.
tinctoria. Quercitron do. da do.
coccinea. Red oak. do. do.
rubrea. do. do. do. .
maniana. Chesnut do. do. do.

tlicifolia. Shrub do. do, Taconic Mr.
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ULnus. 5. 2
americana, Common etm. April. Lowlands & pla
Sfulva. Slippery do. do. do.

CONIFERE,
Pines. 20. 16, .
strobus. White pine. May. Plains and low land
rigida. Pitch da. do. a.
canadensis. Hemlock. do. do. and hills
balzamea. Balsam fir. do. Mountains
alba. Single spruge. June. - da. and hills
nigra. Black da. do. do. do.
Sra-eri, Fraser®s pine. do. Seddle Mt ; beautiful
pendrla. Hackmatack. do. Marches
resinosa. Yellow pine. do. Plains
Juniprrus, 21 16,
prostrata, Am. savin. May. SBandy hille
" virginiana. White cedar. do. . do.
Taxvs. 21. 16,
canadensie. Dwarf yew. May. Waods; Wmss

FILICES—(Ferms.)

Porypopivm. 22, 1,
vulgare, Polypod. June. Low land; wet
hezapnunpterum, Woods do. July. Wet woods
connectile. da.
caleareunt, do.
‘OxocLes. 22, 1.
' sensililis. Bensitive fern. Aug. Low grounde
nodulosa, July. do.-
Prers, 22. 1.
agualina. Brake. Jule. Fields and woods; dry

Aspipiom, 22, 1, _ .
acravticheides, Brake. June. Light scil; woode

novahoracense. o do.
marginale. July. Wet woods
intermediunt, da, do.
spinulosum, do. Wet, marshy
dilatatum. ’ dn. Hills
filiz-mas. Male-fern.  do.  do.
bulbiferum. do. Woods
angustun, do, *da. .
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Lycopn. 22, 1
palmatum. Climbing fern. June. Beckef

AsrLENnium. 22, 1, )
rhizophyllum. Rooting fern. do. Rocka
angustifolium. Spleen-wort. do. Fences; dry
ebeneum. June. Rocks

melanocaulon. do. do.
riula-muraria. do. do.
thelipteroides, do. Pastures

Aptantrm. 22, 1. T
- pedatum, Maiden-hair, July. Woods

Dicksonia, 22, 1.
pilosiuscula. Hairy fern. June. Fields and woods

OsmMunpy, 22. 1,
cinnamomea. Cinnamon brake. May, 'Wet patur
tnlerrupla. - do. do.

regalis, Regal fern, Aug. Wet; marshy
Boravemum, 22 1.

obliquum, Grape do. June., Woods

virginicuon. do. do.

gracile. July. do
Lycoponum. 22. 1.

complanatum. Ground pine. Aug. Light soil; woods

clavatum, Club do. do. do. hille
dendroidewn, Tree do, do. do.
rupestre. Festoon do. do. Taconic Mt

Eaumserua, 22, 1.
arvense. Horse-tail. April, Low grounda
sylvaticum.  do. do. Lightsoil ; meadows
wliginosum. Branched do. May. Alluvial hollows
scirpoidea. - do. do. bauks
hyemale, Scouring rush, June, Woods; hedges

MUSCI—{Mosses.)

Rpnacwun, 22, 2
gractle. Marsh mose. Sphagnous swampn
recuryun, dos do:
Lotifolinm. do, ~da.
@yunosTomum, 22, 2.
prorepens, On trees.
pyriforms. Dow, clayey grounds
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PrencoNivn, 22, 2,
intricatum. O trees,
Grovmia, 222,
micrada. Minute moss, Pastures and meadews
Dicra~xta, 21, 2,
- arthocgrpon. Woods,

glauvcun. do.
cerviculatum. du. clayey.
scugarium. «  do. and on dead trees.

keteromallvm, Oct. Hoosic Mountain,
purpurcwm. Clayey.
Weissia. 22 2,
viridide, Fmall nioss,
Tricrostonnm 22, 1,
palfidum. Yeliow moes. 'Woods.
PoLyrricmi v, 2. 1.
perigontale, Hair moss. Fieldss cold soil.
und.laiun, do. Woods.
brachyphyllum. do.
Juniperinum. Baddle Mountain § hills,
Hepwipcra. 22. 2,
Jliformis. Rocks
PreriunaNpeem. 220 20
trichomitrion. Trees.
OrTHOTRICHUM., 22, 2.
anomalum, Trees.
NEeckERA.
pennata Trees
veliculare, about rocke
CriMAaciUM, .
omericanym. True moss. Low soil.
BERTRAMIA.
crispa, Woods, on rocks,
longiseta. Open woods,
LEBEEA. .
acuminale. Hoosic Mountain.
Maun.
curpidotum. Woods and fields
owapitium. do.
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roseum. Woods

Bryvm.
pyriforme, Woods. -
argentewm. Clay woods,
nufans, Wouods.
conoideum, do.

Pirroconivm.
longisetum. Fields.

Hypnum,
Fezilis, Marshes.
serrotifolium. Woods
srsla-cagtrensis. Woods; logs.
Flumogum. ! do.
minut.lum, Rocks.
cupresstforme. Rotten logs.
rutabulum. Rocks along brooks.
recurvens. YYoods.
impenens. Logs.
delicatulum. do.
triguetrum., 'Woods.
denticudatum. do.
serpens. Creeping moss. Woods,
denticulatum. do.
igmargcion, Trees.

sylvaticum. Woods,
scuminatum. do.
salebresim. do.

torreyang. do.
chrysostemuwn, Rocks.
Puraria. J

fla-icans, Woods,

hygrometrica. Fields.
FonTiNaLIe,

antepyratica. Wood in water.
LEskea.

adnote. Woods.

BEPATIC.E.
FrnGgEnManta, 22, 3.
bidentats. False moss. Woods.
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tementosa. Decayed treex,
and many more species.
Marcuantia. 22. 3,
polymorpha, Brook liverwort, Wet places

cernrica. Stone Hill

Remispherica, Great Barringto#,
Riceia. 22. 3.

Auitans. Forkedstems Standing watera

natans. Floating liverwort. do.

- ALG B —(Bea-weeds and Lichens)
Conserva. 22. 4. Frog-spittle. Beveral species.
GyroeHoRa. 22 5.

vellea. Leather lichen. Rocka

papulosa. do.

muhlenbergia. do.
Erpocanrpon. 22 5.

mintatum. Rock lichen. Rocks of limestone.
PARMEL!A. . Many species ; and also b
PrrrioEa,
UsrEea, and
Bxuvces.

_ FUNGI—(Funguses.)
" Acaricus, 22, 8,

soccineus.

papyraceus.

campestrig, and many others,
BovLervs. 22. 6.

igniariuvs. Touchwood. Trees.

versicolor, Wood,

communis.

lutans.

MorerLus. 22, 6, )
impudicus, Fetid fungus. Ground heside bushes.

Hypnum. 22 6.

Lycorerpon, 22 6
baviston. Puif-hall,
pyriforme. Pear-like do.’

8
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SpaER1A. 22 6. Several species,

Urepo. 22. 6.
- flava. Yellow pufl. On elder.

XvrosTroMa. 22, 6.
gigantum. Punk-paper or leather. In decaying
wood.

ScLeroTiM. 22. 6.
clavis. Ergot or spur-rye. On rye-heads.

The great beautv and variegated colours of the mnoun-
tain scenery of New England in antunn, have often
been remarked. In Berkshire County this is seen in
all its perféction. The great variety of forest trees and
shrubs present almost as many diflerent colours, when
the foliage begins to decay. Instead of the dull brown
ot russet hue of the country, so commonly epoken of
by European writers, in their own countries, our forears
present an endless variety of ecolours and shades and
hues, Thisis to be atiributed te the vastly greater va-
riety and species of our trees and shrubs. It was re-
marked by Micbei of France, that the species of the
oak alone, in America, were more numerous than al)
the species of trees in Eurepe, The general reason of
the difference of the colour of the fnliage in summer and
autumn, seems to be well understood. In the furmer
aeason, the leaves contain a greater quantity of mucila-
ginous and saccherine natter, and the alkeli in them
gives the beautiful green to their colouring rmatter ; in
the latter season, the acid principle predominates, and
uniting with the colouring matter, produces the red eco-
lour, modiiied by the peculiar properties of the piant,
and yielding to the eye the ever-changing variety ol hue,
This grand display of beauty and variety of autumnal
foliage, must ever be attended with the aflecting reflec-
tion that it is the certain precursor, like the kectic glow -
on the cheek of beauty, of immediate dissolution.

Pronucts of CuntivaTion.—The plants cultivated
on the farins are Wheat, Rye, Indian Corn, Oats, Bar-
ley, Flax, Peas, Beans, Potatoes, Buckwheat, Pump-
kine, Hopa, for the Brewery in Pittsfield ; Peppermint,
in Lanesborough, Pitsfield and Lenox, for the distilla-
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tion of Essence of Peppermint; Hemp, in a few in-
stances § FPurnips; Mangel Wurtzel; Clover, red and
white; Timothy grass (Phlcum pratense) falsely called
Foxtail grass, &c. Flax is cultivated sparingly, and
chiefly for domestic manufacture, the low price of cot-
ton goods rendering it unprofitable.

Of the grains raised for bread-corn, a mneh less quan-
tity, except of Indian eorn, is produced rhan formerly.
The culuvation of wheat and rye haa been gradvally
diminishing for years, and has been considerably redu-
ced since the opening of the Western Canal.  Of rye,
a sufficient quanrity is raised for the use of the inhab-
itants in the middle and western part of the County,
but not enough to suppty the eastern and higher part,
where the grains are not easily cultivated.

Of wheat, considerable quantities were formerly car-
ried to the market towns along the Hudson River, as
Hudsan, Kinderhook, Albany, and Tray; but for sev-,
erat yeara much more wheat flour has been introduced
into the County than has been carried out of it. The
Castor Oil ptant has been slightly eultivated.

Of Fruits, the chief is the Apple, of which great quan-
tities are raised ; aud the varietics, well known over the
country, are raised in great perfection. Among those
cultivatcd more extensively for the last thirty years, are
the Greening, Spitzenberg, Red-streak, Yellow Sweet,
Pomroyul, Paremain, Seek-no-further, &e. The
Quince is raised with difficulty ; the Peach rarely; the
- Pear is more common, but not abundant ; the Plion haa
nearly disappeared, the trees gradually dying {from dis-
eased cxcrescences along the limbs. This disease has
affected all the kibds of plum cultivated, and paricular-
Ty the white and blue (large) plum, the Damnson, and
the r1ed (horse} plJum. Although the Peach may be
cultivated by great care and attention, and the annual
replenishing of the trees, it is palpably evident that the
soil is not congenial to its production, like that in many
parts of Connecticut, or of the western part of New
York, or of the more southern Stares. 'The same re-
mark may he made respecting the Quince, although it
is a inore hardy plant. The Apple, Pear, and Plum,
may be cultvated with comparative ease aed little ex-
Pense;
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In this County, the apple-trée has nc;t suffered from
the ravages of the canker worm, commonly so called,
and whose transformations are now so well understoad,
as in many other parts of the country. Thia caterpiltar
makes its appearance in greater or less number every
year; but it has rarely been found necessary to make
much effort for s destruction. The tearing down of
its webs, or the firing of gunpowder upon them, is the
- more commoun methuod. As the animal is found in au-
tumn near the root of the trees, swine are also found
very useful in destroying it.

he Potatee forms an important article for the food
of the people ; [or the fattening of beef aud pork; flor
the nouris{:‘:ment of horses and sheep, and for the do-
meetic manufaeture of starch. It is cultivated in great
quaniity and with great ease, being relatively a cheap
and safe orop. It is curioua 1e remark the change in
articles of food. The parents of some now on the siage
who annually raise hundreds of bushels of potatoes, and
consider them most important and essential as an arti-
cle of fund, were accustomed to raise only a few bush-
els, and thought them scarcely fit food for the brutes.
The guality has indeed much improved, as the quantity
haa increased.

The planting of Indian comn is commonly between
the 1Gth and 25th of May, and the greater part about
the laner day. On some interval, aa well as‘some
higher and moiat soils, it is a week or ten days later.
This vegetable has often been nearly destroyed by a
small yellow worm, aboutan inch long, or a shorter and
larger brown worm, consumning the seed before it veget=
ated, and as soon as germination commenced. In 1802
mauy fields of it were thus destroyed, 1In 1826 the far-
- mers also suffered much from theee insects and the
drought. Great crops of Indian corn are produced in
warm summera with great ease. Many fields in the
County, almost annually, are estimated to yield from
90 to 100 bushels the acre; in a few instances, more.
The sowing of spring wheat and rye, is done as early
as the seawon will admit. The winter wheat and ryc is
sown much earlier than formerly, especially on the
lighter poile; even s early as August, or the fore part



AGRICULTURAL S@CIETY. 25

of SBcpternber, from the advantage to the crops by an
earlier germination. ) .

T'he productions of Herticulture are chiefly of the
most common and useful kinds. Rare and delicate
planis, ov the more hardy of Uw delicate plants, are
teared in a few gardens. The yards of the more opu-
Tent and tasteful are ernamented with the mock orange
or faise syringa, (Philadelphus} the Lilac (Byringa vul-
garis and aiba), the Pine, Spruce, Fir, Larch, ﬁoun—
twin Ash, Weeping Willow, Yellow Willow. The
Lombardy Poplar has been cultivated to considerable .
extent as shade trees, but is now giving place to the in-
digenous aud far more beautifu] Maple and Elm. The
Locust (Robinia pseudo-acacia) is often seen, introdu-
ced [rom the soutl, a short-lived tree, and mnuch less
firm and durable than in its indigenous soils. The cle-
gant lecust (Robinja hispida) is much more rarely eul-
tivated. The Horse Chesnut is alse introdueed, and
the Snow-bail.  SBonie varieties of the Grape have been
cultivated in a few gardens in the middie and southern
towne. The experiment has shown the difficulty, and
has also shown that it may be overcome. The Grape
will not be cultivated to any considerable extent.

Berkshire i§ an Agricultural County., Desides the
produetion of the grains, &c. already mentioned, the at-
tention ol farmers is directed to the raising of horses
and mules to some cxtent, for the southern market ¢ to
the fattening of beefand pork s to the production of but-
ter and cheese, of which, and especially of the latter,
great quantities are carried to the New York market ;
and latterly, to the raising of sheep, te supply the de-
mands of the woollen factories.

The Berkshire Agriculiural Society, the oldest in our
country, was incorporated in 18113 and designed to
promote friendship and good feelings among the citj-
rens, as well as improvement and enterprize in the eunl-
tivation of the soil, 'The Hon. Elkanah Watson, then
a resident in the County, was particularly active and in-
(luential in its formation. 1t holds its annual meeting,
cattle show and [air, in the beginning of October annu-
ally, at Pitisfield, and has cxerted a powerful and beue-
ficial - influence upon the agricultural “interests of the
County. It has called the'attention of farmers ore
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particularly to the lLetter management of their farms ;
to the greater production and more beneficial employ-
ment of manures; to the rotation of crops, and the a-
daptation of some soils to particular kinds of vegeta-
bies; to the improvement of all kinds of live-stock, es-
pecially of working cattle, cows, horses, and sheep; to
the perfecting of butter, cheese, &c.; to the best inode
nf managing sheep, and particularly those imported
from Burope, and the like. By its annual premiums,
it excites emaulation, and promotes a spirit of enterprize
and activity amnong agricuituralists. By the same means,
it awakens kindred feelings among the females, and im-
proves varieus and important arvicles of household man-
ufacture.

A similar Society, located at Stockbridge, and rather
more limited in its operations, was formed in 1824, and
extended to other towns in 1826. It is aiding in the
advancement of the agricultural interests, and contribu-
ting to swell the amount of effort in this greatand fund-
amental business of life and civilization. It is much 10
be desired that gimilar societies should be (ormed ia
every town in the County,

An the farmers are generally the owners of the soil,
even tenams being celatively uncommen, they form a
large body of independent yeomanry, deeply interested
in the improvement of their farms and the industrious
habits of the citizens—one of the grand supports of our
free and bappy govemment.

The butter and cheese annually made in the middle
and north parts of the County, is of great amount.
Dairies of from fifteen to thirty cows are common—
sometimes of filly, and oceasionally of seventy.

Flocka of sheep, {from three to five hundred, are not
very frequent; but we occasioually find one of eight
hundred or a thousand. The number of sheep is un-
known; but there were said to be about § in the
town of Lanesborough alone, in 1526. '

Considerable pork is yearly fattened ; and beef cat-
4le are to some extent driven to the east and west te
market. :

Besides the barn manure, ashes and Plaister of Paris
are employed, The latter has been used o considera-
‘hle extent Many tons are annually brought into the
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County at the present time, On Indian Corn, and par-
. ticularly Clover, it is found to exert a very beneficial
influence. Ashes night be advantageously employed
to a tnuch greater cxtent. Their beneficial use in gar-
dens, in preventing ravages of worms and inpects, has
been well proved.  "The formadon of compests, for ma-
uure, has been tried to cousiderable extent.  In several
towns marl is found, which might be made highly use-
ful. The removal of the light vegetable mould from
marshes might he greatly inereased, and upon the tight,
sandy soils, prove highly advantageous. The theory
of the operation of Plaister is not yet fully settled.
That of Sir 1. Davy is probabic, that it operates as the
food of plants; which, however, take up ouly a small
quantity. Where a considerable quantity, like 6 to 10
bushels to the acre, has in two or three years been used,
it must cease to be of any apparent use ; because the
s0il has a'ready more than the plants can take up for
their nourishinent.  Lime has been only sparingly used
as a manure in the County; and salf stifl less. The
farmer will ind a gieat amount of valuable facts in the
oration of Col. McKay, before the Agricultural Scciety
in 1825, and published by the Society.

The timber for common fences is the ehesnut, black
ash, hemlock, spruce, &e.  The common kind of fence
for farms is the Yirginia or zigzag, post aud rail, and
post and board. More stnne wall is laid than formerly,
and merits attention from the farmer, where stone is
readily procured. A very durable fence is the post and
rail on a wall two feet high; as. it is less heaved by
frost, and as the posts, supported by the stone, do not
decay like those in (e groond.”  About houses are va-
rious Kinds of more elegant fence.

According to the census of 1820, 7566 of the popula-
tion of Berkshire were engaged in agriculture, or nearly
ane-fourth of the whele.

Maxuracrures.—Berkshire seema designed to be-
eomz a great manufacturing distric.  The [acilities for
the application of water power in Adams, Pittafield,
Dalton, Lee, Otis, Stockbridge, and Great Barrington,
are very great.  In most of the towus, there are several
fites upon which manufacturing establishments mey be
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crected, especialiv by conducting the water a moderate
distance in a canul The attention of capitalists and
enterprizing men has beco gradually directed to this
subject, and at this time there is an ibcreasing impres-
sion of the impeortance of manpufuctures to the prosperi-
ty of the County. Besid.:s domeostic manufactures, and
the common arts and trades which are so far pursued as
the wants of the citizens require, and which give em-
ploymnent and support te the shoemaker, biacksmith,
taiior, hatter, cabinet-maker, house carpenter and join-
er, tanner and currier, saddie and harness maker, coop-
er, clothier, brickmaker, mason, printer, stone—cutter,
potier, goldsmith, &c., and the manufacture to some
cxtent of axes, scythes, rakes, axe-helves, scythe-
snaths, wooden boxes and dishes, ploughs, hoes, wag-
gons, carts, and the likr, thare are important and ex-
tensive manufhcturing establishuments of cotton, in Ad-
ams, Pittsfield, and Stockbridge ; of woollens, such as
satinetts, in Adams and Stockbridge; of broadcloths,
satinetts, and kerseymeres, in Pittsfield; of paper, in
Dalton and Lee; of gunpowder and chair timber, in
Lee s of chaises, hacks, and coaches, and of muskets,
in Piusfield. Thereisalso a considerable manufucture
of mill-stones in Pittsfield.  Distilleries of cider brandy
arc found in most towns, to the general injury of the
inhabitants; and of whiskey and beer, in Pittsfield ; and
also of essence of peppermint, to a great amount. Lin-
seed oil is manufactured in Adams and Stockbridge.

A cottou [actory is crected in Williamstown ; and a
woollen factory, designed to be raised to a very exten-
sive establishment, fias begun its operations at Pontoo-
suck, in Piusfield. T¥n is manufactured into tin-ware,
in large quantities in Pittsfield and Lenox. A furnace
for castings of iron, in pots, kettles, stoves, aqueduct
pipes, &c. &c. is established in Lenox ; one or two ex-
ist in Liee; asmail one in Adams, and another in Tyr-
ingham ; and farges for the manufacture ¢f bar-iron
from pigs, in Sheffield, Lee, New Mdrlbomuzlu &c.
Manufactories of macllmcry are .establisked in Adams
and Pitsfield.

By the census of 1520, 2019 of the populatiou of the
County were engaged in manufactures. The numbes
ia now much greater; perhaps double,
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"The formation of charcoal for the supply of the fup- -
naces, forges, blackemiths, and other business, gives
aupport to many inhabitants, The immense quantity
of wood upon the hills will make this an easy and im-
portant business for many years to come. Indeed, since
the introduction of stoves for the economy of fuel, it is
thought by many judicicus men, that wood is, in many
towns, produced in greater preportion than it is annu-
ally consumed. The economy of fuel has, from the
telative cheapness of wood, attracted bot little atten-
tion. Very obvious and important improvements in the
use of [uel, may easily be made; and as more land is
reduced to cultivation, will be brought into practice,
Though much has been said and written to shaw the
economy of bumiog dried and housed wood, there is
no doubt, that except for stoves ard in summer, the .
"economy depends wholly on the judgment and care of
the individwal. It is often the case that acort of green
wood is made to yield sufficient heat for a quarter long-
er time than a cord of dry, owing to the improvident use
of the dry. Indeed, it does not admit of doubt, that the
language of many Farmery eand Mechanics is true,
that in winter a less pumber of cords of green wond an-
pwers their purpose, than of the dried and scasoncd,
even when the wood is perfectdy sound. The judieious
man and housewife will easily determine, by a Jittle ob-
servation, which is the cheaper fuel for their families
and business. : .

Pitcoal, or Liverpool coal, is introdiiced into the!
County in only a few instances, and for some particular
manufacwres. The vicinity of the Hudson, and the
ease of transzportation, will pender the introduction of
the Lehigh anthracite, or other coal, in the market, an
easy matter, whenever it shall become cheaper fuel
than wood. [t is already used in a few manufeeturing
establishments.

" Roaps, &e.—Theroads were originally laid, as they
must be in new countries, over the higher grounds, in
order 1o avoid the mud and marshes of the lower. In
many cases they are exceedingly fortuous, following
the old Indian paths, or those made by the cows ol the
first settlers, Some of them bave heen straighten-
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ed and shorteued, or turned over lower ground to a-
void the hills.  Much improvement, however, remains.
to be made. The sooner it is done, the better it will
be for the inhabijtants, as it will prevent the erection of
dwellings which wiil eventually be somewhat remote
from the roads. There can be no doubt, that the next
fifty years will witness great changes in the County
roads. The County road. south and north, from Shef-
field, through Great Barrington, Stockhridge, Lenox,
Pittsfield, Lanesborough, and New Ashford, to Will-
tamstown, is one of great importance. It passes through
the most thickly sentjed and pleasant part of the County.
It was mueh used by cmigrants from Connecticut to
Vermont, when the latter State was settled 3 and it im
now uscd by the inhabitams more than any other road
which runs in this direction. In consequence of the
bills in the middle and north parts of the County, how-
ever, tiavellers from Connecticut aud-the south-easiern
section of New York, have been accustomed for sever-
al years to leave this road in Great Barrington, passing
through West Stoc’ bridge into the State of New York,
and by the way ol Aibany to the nortl-east parts of
New York and to Vertnont.
These hills may to a great extent be avoided, and in
som: instanees entirely escaped, by following ihe val-
“lies round :hem.  ‘Travellers have long since learned
titat the dv-rance over hilla is cqual to that round them
mnost cuses. An almost level road, or one on whirh
the ascents are so long ae to ‘be nearly imperceptible,
may b2 easily wrought through the whole extent of the
County; and maust be wrought before the travel from
tli =outlt will cetuen to it - Considerable inprovementa
liav e indeed recaatly been made on this route ; hut ma-
ny rentzin 1o be made hereafter. It has long been n
fixad opinion of ‘erse acquainted with the-ground, that
th- road thay b rarvied ronnd the south-cast poing of
Mu cnmeni mounswin at a (ar less clevarion than is now
done.  DBetwesa Stockbridee and Leaox, and between
I, mox avl Pitterield, the road may be straightencd in
sveral nlaces, a1 at the saine time rendered more
beval. Above Piucdield some hills would be a:oided
by tirning the roud westerly along the margin o Pon-
ieosuc Tiver, and thence along the margin of Lanesba-
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rough Pond. Another improvement, further north,
would be made by leaving the present road near the
Episcopal church in Lanesborough, and going np the
stream which empties inte Lanesborough Pond, to near
ite head; thence to the rise of Green river, and along
the latter stream to the tavern stand near the meeting-
house in New Ashford. By theee alterations, severnl
hundred f{eet of ascent and descent might be saved in the
distance of a few miles. The County is greatly inter-
ested in eflfecting these alterations. They will doubtlces
be accompiished before many years have passed.

The road which parts from this at Great Barrington,
and passes up Williams® river to West Stockbridge, by

assing round ihrough New Canaan, New Lebanon, and
gwphenwwn, in New York, opens a communication
with the north part of the County through the Hancock
valley. The road is nearly level, and is less cireuitous
thao would at first be supposed.

Another road, nearly level, tointersect with the prin-
cipai south and north County road at Stockbridge, might
be e8nstruoted from the east part of Sheffield up through
the west part of New Marlborough, along Konkapot
river, and thence along Muddy Brook, where the as-
cent of Monument moumtain would be entirely avoided.
This route would particularly accommedate travellers
from Connecticut, who should come up the valley of
Waterbury river to Norfolk, and wish 1o pass through
this County to Vermont and Lake Champlain,

In the year 1800, a turnpike road was granted, from
the line of Connecticut through Otis, Becket, Lee, Len-
ox, Richmond, and Hancock, to the line of New York,
near the Bhaker Village in New Lebanon. Though
this was given upas a turnﬁjke, from Whiton’s furnace
in Lee to the line of New York, in 1820, yet the road
remains and is useful to the ecitizens. By following up
this road to Lenox [urmace, and then the Housatonic
valley through the east part of Lenox and Piusfield,
thence atriking for the head waters of Hoosic, south
branch, and pursuing that branch through Cheshire to
the villages in Adamas, a ruad comparatively level may
be opened throngh the eastern section of the County.
Through Lee and the towns northward, it would be over
a very pleasant tract of country, and should a rail-road
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crosd the County, would be a road of much hnpertarice
for business. : '

These routes have been noticed, from the grea: con-
sequence of the eubject. The first is of the greatest im-
portance, and  the County is deeply interested in im-
proving and pertecting it. '

When the County was first settled, and for many
years afterwards, the only road from the east, over the
Green mountain range, was [fom Blanford, in the
Courty of Hampden, through the south-emst part of
Otis, the north part of Bandisfield, and through T'yring-
hain to Great Barringion. This was called the great
road (rom Baoston to Albany. It was much travelled in
the. French wars, and in the war of the Revolution.
The troops and s'ores of Major Gen. Amherst went
‘over it to the capture of Ticonderoga. On it the cap-
tured army of Burgovue passed {rom Saratoga to Bos-
ton. He was lodged one night in Tyringham.

About thirty years since, atteimnpts were made in sev-
eral instances to improve by turnpikes the cough crook-
ed roads which had been cut across this range further
north, and which were designed at first to accommodate
the immediate inhabitants in passing from one neigh-
horhood or town to acother. 'T'hese were wrought over
Becket, Peru, aud Fiorida, and opened intercourse with
8pringlield, Northampton, and Greenfield, and through
them, with other places eastward. The Hoosic Moun-
tain Turopike from Colerain through Florida to the
western foot of the Hoosie mountzin, was granted in
Murch, 1797 ; and the Williamstown Turnpike, ex-
teading thie through Adams and Williamstown to the
line of New York, was granted 1wo years aflcrwards.
The ascent and descent of Hoosic mountain are steep
and difficule  Fo avoid this part of the road, traveilers
in some instances go farther south, gnd pass over the
mnuntains in Savoy.

The road from Deerfield through Plainfield, Savoy,
Cheshire, Lanesborough, and Hancock, to the line of
New York, though not a turnpike, is of much impor-
tance.

The turnpike road from Northampton to Pitisfield,
through Peru, Hinsdale, and Dalton, was granted in
1797 ; end extended through the west part of Pittefield
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and Hancock, to the line of New York, in 1798.
Though the hills are manfv and high on this route, it is
a road of great travel. It is said it might be laid on
ground less elevated by several hundred feet, and a con-
siderable improvement is now making upon it A por-
tion of the travel (rom Northampion has recently pass-
ed through Windsor to Pittsfield. A more easy road
might be laid from Northampton to the South Village
in Adams, thence to the North Village, Williamstown,
and the Srate of New York v
. A turnpike was granted in 1500 from the east line of
Russel, through parte of Russel, Blanford, and Ches-
ter, in Hampden County, and through the towns of
Becket and Washington, to the east line of Pittefield ;
and a turppike to intersect thie in Becket, running
through the enst parish of Grenville, and through Bian-
ford, was granted in 180Y. The latter has been discon-
tinued, and the former from Chester northwards, From
Chester to the turnpike road from Connecticut line in
the west part of Becket, usunlly called the Farmington
River Turnpike, a turnpike by the name of Becket
Turnpike, was granted in 1803, The Housatonic Turn-
pike, running from the Farmington River Turnpike at
‘Whiton’s furnace in Liee, through Stockbridge and West
Stockbridge, was granted in 1806, This, with the rurn-
pikes with which it is connected, opens intercoutrse with
Springfield, and is a road of great and increasing travel.
A rwrnpike is now making from the west part of Beck-
. et to Blanford, and thence to Russel, which it is said will
shorten the distance 10 Springfield a few miles.

Besides the preceding turnpikes, a turnpike was,
granted in ]801; through Sheffield and Egremony,
which is connected with important turnpikes in Con-
necticut and the Btate of New York.

A turnpike from Connecticyt line through part of
Bandisfield, through New Marlborough and part of

_ Great Barrington, to the south line of Stockbridge, waa
granted in 1803. Though this was discontinued in 1828
as a turnpike, it is a Couny road of considerable im-
portance, and is connected both with the nld road
through Colebrook and Winsted, and the Sandy Erook
Turnpike, a pretty favorable communication with Hart-
ford. o
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'The Great Barrington and Alferd Turnpike, running’
through parts of those towns, was granted in 1811.

The Pontoosue Turnpike was incorporated in 1826,
to open a communication between Springfield and Pitts-
field, through parts of Dalton, Hinsdale, Washington,
Middlefield, and Becket, to Chester. As it i3 to pass
from the east part of Pittsfield through the low parts of”
those towns and round the hills, the ascents wiil in no
place, it is said, exceed five degrees, although it crosses
the eastern range of hills. This road will greatly facil-
itate the cormnunication between the middle part of the
County and the middie par. of the Commonwealth,
throngh Bpringfield. A partof this rnad is located along
the line of the proposed rail-road.

On.the principal tnrnpikes and roads in the County,
lines nf stages are established, by which travellers are
accommudated in passing in almost every direction.
Some of these are daily lines; others go and return
thrice or twice in the week. In most of the towns, and
in lmost of the important viliages, post-offices are estab-
lished.

The following rahle contains the names of these offi«
ceg, the time of their esmblishment, distance (rom Bos-
ton and (rom Washington in miles, on the nearest mail
routes, the names of the present post-masters, and the
nett amount of postage received in the year ending
March 31, 1823 :—
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Names. I g e Postmasters. _ §
: la i Adig | &
Shelfietd. 1794146 34T [ Kdwatd ¥ Fusign, |5 2.6,08
Egremont. . 18171144 853 Jcsac quer 75,41
Holleubeck's (E. ) 1824|145 351 loseph Hen_]amm 36,11
Great Bartington. i797[141 362[Mfoses Hoptins. 284,6%
Vaw lleuuenvllle(u B L1138 255 |[saac Von Deusen.
Alford. 1829142 268|Daniel Rurrett.
Stockbridge. . 17821132 360| I haddeus Pomeray | 315,80
West Stnckbndge 18041138 362{Anissa Sprocer. 116.07
W, Stockbr, Centre, [FS29{142 562{Bepjamin H. Lewis.
Tyringham . [18200137 266[fo-izh (" Behinson. | 25,77
South Tyringham.  |1874|141 370|amuel C TBrewer. 34,66
New Marlbarough. |1506{146 37| Aretas Hi=ing. 80,20
Hartsviile (N M. ) IRE143 370 William Edwards.
Bandisfield. . . E805141 378]George Hull. 58,36
New Boston [S ] 18:25(136 373/ Lvman Mrovn. 9,65
Becket. . 1812(118 375 | iiada Kingsley. 31,62
West Becket 1824)123 37| Wolcot Chaffee. 26,20
Dtis. . . 18171128 375/ Rasil Feymaur. 54,55
East Otis. 1828() 26 378|Elijah (hweps.
Richmond. | IR06| 139 366 Ava Cone. H8.62
Lenox. . 1800|1534 366 William P, Walker. | 242,50
Pitistield. 1793)133 37 |foshua Dapfortl . 911,63
Dalton. 18121127 379|Joho Chantelain 64,02
Washengton 1826|1256 382 Wi C. Ballantine 17,40
Lee. 1807(129 364)Hubbard Bartlett 228 97
South Lee. 1826]132 361{Thawas Hurlburt. 84,68
Lanesborough. 1801[135 378 Richard Whiney. 160,83
Cheshire. .. . 1810{130 383|Noble K. Wolcott. 39,42
Stafford™s Hill. . 18271126 387 |David Smath.
Williamslown. 1798°187[362 Gershom T. Bulkley | 294,58
South Williamstown |1827 139{378 John P. Jordan. 16,71
Hanrock, .« [IB1D 1411367 Philander H. Thomas{ 29,00
Peru. . . . . [IF1§ 1211386 Jonuthan Nash 49,48
Windsar, . . . [1827 121/385 Hezekizh M. Wells. 18,30
Hinsdale. 1804 124|382|Monroe Emmons. -1+ 4
Adams. |, 1819 1341387|Peter Rriggs 73,51
North Adams. . 1813 120|387 William E Deayton | 167,11
Savoy. .. [IB17121/293(].iberty Hawker. 23,68
Florida. . . 1828 12203840 uke Rice. 11,95
Ar— ——
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Rain-roan.—The project of constructing a Rail-road
[rom Bosaton to the l‘ﬁldsml River, while it excites mucl
interest generally, is specially interesting to the citizens
of Berkshire, as it must cross this County. Three
routes have been surveyed. The rorthern route crosses
the east range of hills in the north part of Florida, at
an elevation of 1886 feetabove the Connecticut river at
Rock Ferry, in South Hadley, and 2022 [cet ahove the
marsh at Bosion. The middle route crosses the same
range in Savoy, at an elevation of 1903 feet above the
Conpecticut river in South Hadley. The southern
route passes [rom Springfield through Westfield and
Chester to Washington, and crosses the range at an el
evation of 1440 feet above the Counecticut at Spring-
field, and 1504 feet above the marsk near Boston; pas-
ges through Hiusdale, Dalton, Pittsfield, Richmeond,
and West Stockbridge, to tlie line of New York in Ca-~
naan, and thence o Albany. ‘This route is considered
far preferable, and the distance from Boston to Albany,
as accurately measured, is one huudred and ninety-eight
miles. A diversion from this route in Dalton, going
down the Housatonic to Lee, and theuce 10 West Stock-
bridge, is objected to, on the ground that it renders the
road too circuitous 3 and another diversion, which some
have more seriously contemplated, and which has been
parily surveyed, leaving this route in Chester, and uni-
ting with it near the line of New York, passing through
Becket, Lee, Stockbridge, and West Steckbridge, is
thought lesa practicable, unjess machinery should be
used to aid carriages in passing the mountain, as the as-
cent and descent of it are more rapid, and as the eleva-
tion of Vietws’ sumnmit in Becket is 1680 feet above the
Connecticut at Springfield, and 1717 feet above the
dludson at Albany. Should machinery be introduced,
this route might be taken, as it is considerably nearer
than the route through Washington, and as the ground
in Lee, Stockbridge, and West Stockbridge, is uncom-
mobly favorable for the construction of a milroad. A
more {easible route over the mountains than this through
Becket, may perhape be found a few niles south, Fur-
ther examinations will settle this point. The southern
route which has been surveyed through, beginning at
Greenbush, where the Hudsou is 27 feet below the Con-
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necticut at Springfield, and 27 feer above the marsh at
Boston, passes in Canaan, N. Y. over an elevation of
321 feet ahove the Hudson 5 thence through W. Stock-
bridge to0 Richmond, (ncar Rev. Mr. Dwight's) at an
eievation of 1147 above the Hudson; thence through
Pitisficld, (ncar White’s mill pond) at an elevation of
9065 [eet above the Hudson ; thence through Dalton, at
an elevation of 1220 feet {agminst Dalton meecting-
bouse) above the Hudson 3 thence through Hinsdale ta
the Washington summit, 1440 feet ehove the Connect-
cut river at Springfield, and 1477 feet above the Hud-
son at Greenbush. As the route pursues a winding
course to aveid hills and valleys, the reifiray would in
much of its course be nearly level, and may be consider-
ed as level, as j9 well known, if the asceut does not ex-
ceed twenty-seven and a half feet in a inile.  Op a raily
road, a horse will draw eight tons, where the ascent a
mile is from 25 to 36 feer. The estimated cost of the
railway is near 816,500 a mile. The subject is one of
high interest, and deserves the candid consideration of
our citizens. The spring which it would give to enter-
prize, and the quantity of goods aud merchandize, of
produce and manufactures, of marble, iron, lime, and
Iumber, which would be transported upon it, cannot ea-
stly be caleulated. Sce ¢ Report of the Board of Di-
rectors of Internal Improvements,” &c., made to the
Legistature of Massachusctis, January, 1828,

Counry Brinpings, Corrrs, &c.—Before the form-
ation of this Countly_']in 1761, the Courts fur the whole
original county of Hampshire were held at Springfield,
the present shire town of Hampden County; and the
Supreme Couns fgr this County were afterwards held
at the same place, until 1783, when, by an order of the
Legislature, suits were removed to the Supreme Judi-
cial Court estoblished in Berkshire. But at the time
of the formation it was enacted, that an Inferior Court
of Common Pleas, and a Court of Genecal Sessions of
1the Peace should be held, at certain fixed times, at the
Norih Parish in Shefficld, which in the course of the
same year was incorporated as a distinct town, by the
paine of Great Barrington, and at Pontoosuc, now Pitts.

gn
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Feld. Great Barringion was selected as the shire town
of the Countv for the time heing; where county build- .
ings were subsequently crected. This place was more
convenient then than ag other for the population in the
southern section of the County, and the northern section
was but partially settled. Butin the course ol afew vears,
as the settlements progressed in this section, it became
difficult for the people as a body to attend the Courts
here; and in Nov. 1782, upon the petition of some re-
presentatives from the County, the Legistature appoint-
ed a committee to lake a general view of Berkshire,
and to deterrmnine where the Courts should bz held in
futare.  The committee visited aud examined the
Counry, conversed with gentlemen of ‘intelligence in
different places, and met a delegation from twenty
towns at Stockbridge, in which the subject of the future
seat of the Courts was largely discussed. From all
they could learn, the commnittee were of the opinion
that Lenox, being 1lie tnost central town, was the pro-
per place for holding the Courts; and that a Court-
House and Gaol ocught to be erected, somewhere be-
tween the meeting-house in that town, and the dwelling
house of Capt Charles Dibble; and reported accord-
ingly to the Legistature. 'The report was accepted, aud
an act passed, directing the Courts to be hoiden at L.en-
ox, after the first day of January. 1784. The prospect
then was that the Courts would be quietly removed 10
this place, Events, however, transpired afierwards,
which showed that the act of the Legislature was not
universally acceptable to the peaple.

In May, 1783, a Petitiou was set on [oot at an ad-
journed Court of Sessions in Great Barrington, (at
which, it is said, only six justices were present) pray-
ing the General Assembly to postpone the removal of
the Courts to Lenox indefinitely, on the alleged ground
that the County was unable to erect the neeessary
buildings. The result of this petition in the House of
Assembly, was the postponement of the removal of the
Courts to Lenox for two years only, until the first of
Yanuary, 1786.

In the autumn of 1984, an effort was made to have
the Courts held alternately at Great Barringtou and
Lanesborough; and in 1785, a greater effort was made
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1o have the Court of Common Pleas held alternately
at Stockbridge and Piustield, to have the Supreme
Court held at Biockbridge, and that established as the
shire town ; both of which failed.

In the beginning of 1797, an order was issued by the
Legislature, for the Court of Common Pleas to be heid
at Lenox in February, and the Supreme Court in May
of that year; and in 1790, the prlqoners were ordered
to be removed (rom the gaol in Greet Barrington w
Lenox, as soon as the gaol in Lenox should be pre-
pared.

County buildings were begun here in the spring of
1738. The gaol was probably finished in the course of
1790, and the Court House {now so well known as the
old Court House) in 1791 or2. The cxpense of these
buildings was £3441 bs. 3. ; towards which, individ-
uals in Lenox advanced in boilding materials, £800,

Since 1787, the Judicial Courts for the County have
heen held uniformly at Lenox, though in two instances
stnce that period, the consnunity have heen agitated by
attempis to change the seat of the Courts,

In 1812, several inhabitants of Pintsficld petitioned
that the County seat might be removed to that town,
This discussion excited much agitation and feeling. and
was not finally disposed of by the Legislature until Feb-
rnary, 1815, After this, in the course of the same year,
the new Court House, County House and Gaol in Len-
ox were eommenced, and completed in 1816, at an ex-

ense of $26,059; §3,500 of which were paid by in-
Eabilams of Lenox. In the close of 1824 and begin-
ning of 1825, another unsuccersful attempt was made to
retnove the Courts to Piusfield. The local Jealousien
which have grown out of these attempts, itis hoped,
will now cease, and the great ohject be to elevate each
town and the whole Counry. The county buildings are
very near the centre of the County and the cenire of
population. The Court House is a large and elegant
brick edifice, two stories, having, beside the large and
convenient court-room, offices for the acesinmodation of
the Probate Court, the Grand Juries, the Clerk of the
Courts, County Treasurer, Register of Deeds for the.
Middle Disuict, &c, The County house is a substan-.
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tial wooden building, three stories, to the rear of whiclk
the gaol is attached. "The latter buiiding is of stone.

The Supreme Judicial Court, which commenced its
sittinga in this County in 1793, is composcd of judpes
selected from the whole Sate. Two inhabitants of
Berkshire only have been judges of it, viz. Theodure
Sedgwick of Stockbyidge, from 1802 ntil his death,
Jan. 24, 1813 ; and Daniel Dv-vey, of Williamstown,
frotn February 1814 unti) his death, May 26, 1815.

This Court holds two sessions in the County, ina
year; the Law Term on the 2d Tuesduy in SBeptember,
and the Nisi Prius Terms, on the 10th T'uesday after
the iirst Tuesday in March, and on the Tuesday fol-
lowing the Liaw Term, just mentioned.

Prior to 1761, -John Ashley of Shefiield, Ephraim
Wiliiams ol Stockbridge, and, aceording :o tradition,
Timothy Woodbridge, of the same town, were judges of
the Court of Common Pleas for Hampshire County.
The following is a list of the judges of the Court of
Common Pleas in Berkshire, from 1761 unti} 1811, the
Court cohsisting sometimes of three judges, and some-
tunes of four, three conatitutinga quorum.

JOSEPH DWIGHT, of Gt Barr., fram 17610 1765
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, of Piusfield, do. 1751
Timothy Woodbridge, of Stockbridge, do. 1774
Fohn Ashley, of Shetield, - - 1765 1751
Perez Marsh, of Dalton, - - - do. 19781
WILLIAM WHITING, of G. Barrington, 1781 1787
JAHLEEL WOODLRIDGE, of Stock,, do. 1795
James Burker, of Cheshire, - - do.
Charles (oodriclh, of Piusfield, - - 1781 1788
Elijah Dwight, of Great Darrington, - 1787 1794
THUMPSON J. SKINNER, of Will- § 1788 1731
iairiown, 1792 1807
- JOHN BACON, of Stockbridge, - - 1789 18Il
Nathaniel Bighop, of Richmond, - - 1795 do.
David Noble, of Williamstown, - - - do. 1803
William Walker, of Lenox, - - - 1807 1811
Though judicial proceedings were suspended in Berk-
shire from about 1%’4 until 1780, yet the judges in com-
mission in 1774, are supposed to have continued in of~
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fice during this period. The judges whose names are
in large capitals, are supposed to have presided in this
Court, Joseph Dwight from 1761 until 1765, Willian:
Williams fram 1765 ontil 1791, Wiliilam Whiting from
1781 until 1787, Jahleel Woodbridge from 1757 until
17793, Thompson J. SBkinner {roin 1795 to 1897, In
. 1807, John Bacon was expressty appointed chief judge,
and presided untit the abolition of the Court in 1511,
In 1811, the State was districted, and a Circuit Coure
of Common Pleas established for each district, The
western district comprehended 'Worcester, Hampshire,
Franklin, Hampden, and Berkshire Counties.

Chief Judges of this Courd.
E:zekiel Bacon, of Piusticld, from 1811 to 1514
John Houoker, of Springfield, is14 1820

Associate Judges.
JYonathan Leavit, of Greenfield, - 1811 1820
Edward Bangs, of Worcester, - - 1811 1818
Solomon Strong, of Leominster, - 1818 1820
In 1820 this Court was nbolished, and a Court of
Common Pleas established for the State,
Judges of this Court. |
Aremas Ward, of Boston, Chief Justice.
Solomgn Strong, of Leominster,
John W. Williamns, of Taunton, » Associate Justices.
Samuel Howe, of Northampton,

Judge Howe died at Boston, Jan. 20, 1823, ard was
succeeded by David Cummins, of Balem.

This Court bolds three sessions in the County annu-
ally, comineneing on the fourth Monday in Februlry,
June, and October.

The Court of Sessions, having charge of the inter-
nal concerns of the County, such as laying out roads,
granting licences, assessing tuxes, &<, has been sari-
onaly constituted. From 1761 until 1807, it consisted
of all the justices of the peace ip the County; or of
s0 many of them as should assemble at the time and
place appointed for holding the courts. Frowmn 1807 to
1809, it consisted of one chief justice and four aseo«
ciate justices,
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Nathanie! Bishop, of Richmeond, 1807, .
Joshun Danforth, of Pitsfield, 1508, » Chiel Justices
John Dacon, of Stockbridge, 1309,

Joshun Dranforth, in IS0,
Sammel H. Wheeler, of Lanesborough, [rom
15077 unuil 1909,

-+« Adosijah Bidwell, of Tyringham, do.
Aziriah Eggleston, of Lenox, in 1508,
Witliam Walker, do. 1809,

Fromn 1809 to 1811, the powers of this court were
transterred to the Court of Cominon Pleas ; and thence
natit 1514, the Court was organized as in 187,

Justices during the latter period.
Nathanicl Bishop, of Richmond, Chief Justice.
William Walker, of Lenox,
Joshua Danforth, of Pittsfield,
Azarnaf Eggleston, of Lenox,
Adwiijah Bidwell, of Tyringham,

From 1514 until 1817, the duties of this Court were
performed by the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, ag-
sisted by two Seasion Justices from the County.

Session Justices.
Wolcott Hubbeil, of Lanesborough,
Joseph Whiton, of Lee.

In 1819, a Conrt of Sessions was established, which
conthmed until 1828,

William P, Walker, of Lenox, Chief Justice.

Wolcott Hubhell, of Lanesborough, from 1819
until 18627,

Joseph Whiton, of Lce, from 1819 to 1823

Luther Washburn, of Piusfield, 1927 1323

In February, 1826, all the antherity of the Cowrt of
Sessions, relative to highways, was transferred to the
Comiuissivners of highways,

Board of Commnissioners.
(zeorge N. Briggs, of Laavsborough, Chairman.
John Chuychill, of Pittsiield,
David Boowi, of Cheshirve, Associate Comm"u,
Thunothy Wamnwright, of Gt B, '

Associate
Justicea

Associate Justices,

Associate
Justieea
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In the winter of 1828, the Legislature repealed the
Iaw eswablishing the Court of Bessions and the law crea-
ting Commissioners ol highways, and transferred the
powers of both these bodies to a Board of County Com-
nmissioners, .

Board.
Luther Washbhurn, of Pittsiield, Chairman.
Peter Briggs, of Adams,
Lyman Brown, of Sandisfield,
. Metings on the last Tuesday of April and Septem-
er.

% Associate Comm’rs.

Clerks of the Judicial Court.

Prior to September, 1804, the Judges of the Supreme
Conrt had a clerk of their own, wheo atterided them
in their circuits through the Commonwealth. 8ince
that tiine, the clerks of the Court of Co:nmon Pleas and
of the Court of Sessions, have been clerks of die Su-
preme Court .The clerks, [rom 1761, have been as
fotlows, viz. '

Elijah Dwight, of Great Barrington, from 1761 to 1751

Henry W. Dwight, of Siockbridge, 1781 1s03
Joseph Woodbridge, do. 1803 1521
Charles Sedgwick, of Lenox, 1821

County Atiorneys.

Theodore Sedgwick, of Stockbridge, from to 1802
Ashbe] Strong, of Fittsfield, 802 —
Daniel Dewey, of Williamastown, — 1811
John Hunt, of Stockbridge, 1811 iS14
John Whiting, of Great Barrington, = 1814 ——

County Treasurers.

It is not known that any treasurer was appointed in
the County earlier than 1766. Then, and since, the
following gentlemen have been appointed treasurers,
and probably some others, viz. -

Silas Kellogg, of Sheffield, April 29, 1766
. Mark Hopkins, of Great Barrington, May 17, 1774
Heunry W, Dwight, of Stcckbridge, Sept. 14, 1734

Moses Ashley, do. Feb. 5, 1788
Barnabas Bidwell, do. Sept —, 1791
Caleb Hyde, <f Lenox, Aug. —, 1810

Josc:ph scker, do: SBept. —, 1813
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Sheriffs,

Elijah Williams, of W. Stockbridge, from 1761 to 177%
Isrmel Dickinson, of Pitsfield, 17 —
John Fellows, of Sheffield, — 1781
Cualeb Hyde, of Lenox, 1781 1791
Thompson J. Skinner, of Williamstown, 1791 1792
Simon Larned, of Pittsfield, 1792 1812
Henry C. Brown, do. 1812

A Probate Court was established in Berkshire at the
formation of the County.
Judges of this Court,
Joseph Dwight, of fGreat Barrington, from 1761 to 1765

William Williams, of Pittsfield, 1765 178
Timothy Edwards, of Stockhridge, 1758 1787
Jahlee! Woodbridge, | de. 1787 1795
William Walker, of Lenox, 1795 1824
William P. Walker, do. 1824

Registers of Probatc.
Elijah Dwight, of Great Barrington, 1761 1781

William Walker, ol Lenox, 1981 1786
Edward Edwards, of Stockbridge, 1785 1795
Nathaniel Bishop, of Richmond, 1795 1823
George Whitney, of Stockbridge, 1623 Dec. 1525
Henry W. Bishop, of Lenox, i826

Probate Courts are holden at three places in Berk-
aliire ¢ at tie, Court House in Lienox on the first Tues-
day of every month, excepting September, when the
Court is holden on the first Tuesday after the firat
Wednerday ; at (Great Barriogton on the second Tues-
day in February, May, August, and Noveinber, and at
Laneshorough on the secund Tuesday in January, A-
pril, Jnly, and October, _

Registry of Deeds.

From 1761 until 1790, there was but one registry ol
deeds in this County, and that was kept at Great Bar-
rington,

By Mark Hopkins, of that town, from 1761 to 1776

By Moses Hopkina, do. 1778 1790

" In 1790, the County was divided into three districts,
the Middle, Southern, and Northern; and ail the pre-
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~ceding records were removed to the Middie Dis-
trict, the office of which is kept at Lenox. - The oth-
er offices are at Great Barrington and Lanesborough.
"T'he towns helonging te the Middle District are Lerrox,
Pittnfield, Richimond, Siockbridge, Tyringham, Lee,
Otis, Becket, Washington, Hinsdale, and Peyu. The
towns to the south of these, belong to the Bouthern Die-
trict, and thoge at the north to the Northern District
, Registers of the Middle District.
Caleh Hyde, of Lenox, from 179} until 1796
Samuel Wnincy, do. 1796 1801
Joseph Tucker, do. 1801
Regiaters of the Southern District.
Moses Hopkins, of Great Barrington, from 1790,
Registers of the Northern District,
James Barker, of Lanesborough, from 1791 until 1796

Timothy Whitney, do. 1796 | 1806
Samuel Bacon, do. 1806 1811
Luther Washlinrn, do. ' 181t 1824
George N. Briggs, do. 1524

Before this County was formed, five persons only re-
sided within its limits, who were engaged, after their
settlement here, in the practice of law, viz. John Hug-
gins, John Ashley, Elisha Huggins, Mark Hopkins,
and Theodore SBedgwick. ‘These were admitted to the
bar in the original County of Hampshire. Bince 1761,
orehundred and thirteen have becn admirted 1o the bar in
Berkshire, (whose names will appear in the history of the
towns where they lived) makisig, aith the five just men-
tioned, one hundred and eighteen. Of this numher, thirty
have died while inhabitants of the County ; about for-
ty have removed to other parts of the country, muost of
whom are still living; from six to ten have retired from
practice, or engaged in other pursuits, leaving about for-
ty in the County stitl in the profession.

In September, 1815, the inembers of the bar formed
themselves into a Law Library Association, lor the pur-
pose of procuring books to be used during the sessions
of the Courts. They have now 310 volumes.

From the records of the Courts, the following facts
have been obligingly furnished by the Clerk, which

10
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show something of the judicial business among a popu-
lation, averaging at the times specified, probably, about
37,000, The actious were entered at the Court of Com-
mon Pleas.

Carried to Supreme Court

Actions entered.  Tried by Jury. without trial.
In 1810, 1335 25 71
1816, 1484 29 69
1626, 911 14 E
1827, 722 15
1823, 691 14 b0

The diminution of actions since 1916, is owing to the
gradual removal of the embarrassments produced by
the late war with Great Britain, and to some extent, 1t
is believed, to an improvement in public morals.

Besides discharging the immediate dutjes of their pro-
fession, the members of the bar in Berkshire have been
called 1o fill many town offices, not a few in the
State, and somie under the government of the United
States. Omitting the honors which some have ob-
tained in other parts of the country since leaving the
County, this bar has furnished one United Srates Sen-
ator, one Member of Congress under the Confedera-
tion, and six Members since the adoption of the Con-
sutution, one of whom was Speaker of the House of
Representatives 3 one Compiroller of the United States
Treasury ; two Judges of the Supreme Judiciai Court
of Massachiusetts; one Attorney General ; four Judges
of the County and Circuit Coupt; one Judge of Pro-
bate; seven State Senators, and four members of the
Governor’s Council. * -

There have heen six executions in the County for
capital offences. It is not known that cither of the
criminals was born in the County, though one or two
of them had lived in it for some time,

John Blyand Charles Rose, one a foreigner and the
other an American, were executed Dec. 6, 1787, for
burglary commitied in Lanesborough, under pretence
of getting supplies for men engaged in the Shays’ Insur-
reetion,

Ephraim Wheeler, of Windsor, was executed Feb.
20, 1906, for a rape, cotnmitted upon his awn danghter.

P
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Ezra Hutchinson, of Stockbridge, was executed for
the same oflfence, Nov, 18, 1513,

Peter Johnson, a black mnan, from Sheffield, buta na-
tive of the Btate of New York, was executed for the
same crime also, Nov. 25, 1519,

Samuel P. Charles, an Oneida Indian, wiio had lived
some time in West Stockbridge, and been distinguished
for debased morals, was cxecuted Nov, 22, 1826, for
murdering a man of colour in Richniand.

THese executions were all perforimed in Lenox, and
drew together an immense multitude of spectators, It
is much to he questioned whether such publicity in put-
ting ecriminals to death, subserves the cause of justice
and public virtue.

8ince the adoption of the State Constitution, Berk-
shire has been a district for the clection of State Sena-
tora The foliowing is a list of these who have been
elected to this office :—

James. Totons in which they lived. Years of service.
Jablecl Woodbridge, Stockbridge, E 1780
James Parker, Cheshire,

Jaliicel Woodbridge,

John Bacon, Stockbridge, 1751 and 2
Jahicel Woodbridge, 1783
Jonathon Bmith, Lanesborough,

Jahleel Woodbridge, .

Theodore Sedgwick,g Stockbridge 1784
Theodore Sedgwick, ? "
Thompson J. Skinneer, Williamstown, §

Thompson J. SBkinner

Elijah Dwight, Great ,Barrington, 1786 and 7
Elijah Dwight .

Wiiliarn Whlt:ng, do. 1788
Eljoh Bwight, 1769, 1790-1-2 und 3
“Thormpson J. Skinner, '

Thompson J. Skinuer, 17945 and 6
John Bacon,

Thaomas Ives, Great Barrmgt-on, 1997
Wiiliam Williams, Daiton,

John Bacon,
Themas Ives, E - 1798
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William Williams
David Rosseter, Eiichmond, % 1799, 1300,
Thompson J. Bkinner,
Barnabas Bidwell, Stockbridge, 1801-2
John Bacon, -
Baruabas Bidwell, 1803-4
John Bacon ~ |
Timothy Childs, Pitiefield, E 1805-6
Timothy Childs,
Azariah Eggleston, Lenox, 1807-5-9
Timothy Childs,
William P. Walker, Lenox, 1810

- WIlh'lm P Walker. z 1811
William Towner, Wllllamstown,
William Towner, 812 -
Lemuel Barstow, Great Barrington, 2

Joseph Whiton, Lee,
- Wolcott Hubbell, Layesborongh, g 1813-14

Timothy Childs, ~
William P. Walker, ; 1815
Caleb Hyde, Lenox,

John Whitir:g, Great Barrington, E 1816
John Whiting, 2 1817
Daniel Noble, Williamstown,

Caleb Hyde,

Danicl Noble, g _ 1e18
Cateb Hyde,

Phinchas Allen, Pittsficld, § . 1813-20
Phinehas Allen, ; 1891
Lemuel Moffic, West Stockbridge,

Lemuel Mofht, 1822 )
Jonathan Allen, Pittsfield, -
Jonathan Allen, 1823
George Hull, Sandisfield,

" George Hull ]
Rodman Haz,ard, Hancock, 1824
Rodman Hazard, 1825
Samuel Shears, Sheﬁield
Samuel Shears,

Peter Briggs, Adams, ] 1826
Peter Briggs, 1827
Jyseph B. Hill, West Stockbridge,
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€harles Mattoon, Lenox,

Robert F. Barnard, Sheffield, 1528
Robert F. Barnard, 229
Samuel M. McKay, Pittsfield, 1

Members of the Governor's Council,

Abont the time disturbances were commencing be-
tween this eountry aud Grear Britain, Timothy Wuod-
bridge, of Stockbridge, is said to have been appoinied
a member of the Council by mandamus from the King.
But he did not accept the appointinent.

From 3975 until 1780, Timothy Edwards, of Stock-
‘bridge, was a inember of the Council, as it existed in
virtue of the Euglish charter; a period in which the
government of the State was very much cntrusted to
that body. Since 1780, the following gentlemen have
been honored sith this appointment, viz. )

Daniel Dewey, of Williamstown, in 1809 and 12

Jobn C. Williams, of Pittsfield, 1817 and 18
Daniel Noble, of Williamstown, 1521 and 2

Wiltiam P. Walker, of Lenox, 15823
Nathan Willis, of Pittsfield, 1824-5 and 6
Jashua Danforth, do. 1827 and 8
George Hull, of Bandisfield, 1829

" Before the adoptien of the present Constitution of
the United Siates, and while Represeotatives to Con-
gress in Massachusetts were appointed by the Legisla-
wre, Timothy Edwards, of Stockbridge, was appointed
v Representative in 1779, but declined. Thecdore
Sedgwick, of the saime town, was appointed in 1785
and B, and accepred.

About 1788 or 9, Massachusetts was districted, for
the purpose of electing members 16 Congress by the
freemen, Berkshire, with a part of the old County of
Hampshire, was made a district. Three towns are now
attached to it frorn Hampshire County. The members
from this district have been as follows :

Theodore Sedgwick, of Stockbridge, from 1789 to 179%
Thompson J. gkinncr, of Williamstown, 1797 1799
‘Theodore Sedgwick, 1799 1801
John Bacon, of Stockbridge, 1801 1808

10*
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Barnabns Bidwell, do. 1803 1808
Simon Larued, of Piitsfield, 1506 1807
Ezekiel Bacon, do. ’ 1807 1S13
Duniel Dewey,.ol Williamstowi, 1813 1815
John W, Huthert, of PittsGeld, i85 1817
Henry 3iaw, of Laneshorough, 18i7  182¢
Henry W, Dwight, of Stockbridge, 1321

RevoruTtionany War.—The inhabitants of Berk-
shire, with very few exceptions, partook largely of the
feelings whieh pervaded rhe country during the rise and
progress of the war of the Revolution. Having been
snceessflully engaged in subduing a forest and in laying
a foundation for the happinesa of themselves and fami-
lies, they had acquired a high sense of their personal
rights and a fixed determination to defend them. They
had beeome inured to privation and hardship, and were
familiar with enterprize and adventure. 'The attempts
uf the British Parliament to tax the Americans without
their  consent; the -closing of the port of Bostan; the
subversion” of the charter, and other oppressive meas-
ures, therefore, produced strong sensations in their
mindg, and prompted them at once to concur with their
brethren eastward in the earliest measures lor securing
a redress of grievances. ~ Of this, the doings of the
County Convention in 1774 {or Congress, as it was
then called) are snfficient proof. The minutes of this
convention are tno interesting’ not to be inserted in this
place.

“ Bersning, JuLy 6, A, D. 1774

At a Congress of the Deputies of the several Towns
within said County, [eonvened at Stockbridge,] on
Wednesday, the sizth day of July, 1774, (viz.) _fg-om
" Shefield-—Jno. Ashley, Esq., Capt. Nathaniel Aus-

tin, Deac. Silas Kellogg, Mr, Thendore Sedgwick,
Car[ét. Wm. Pay, Mr. Wm. Bacon, Doct Leml, Bar-
‘nard,

Great Barriagton—Mark Hopkins, Esq., Doct. Wm.
Whiting, Mr. Truman ‘Wheeler. :

Egremont—Mr. Ephraim Fitch, Capt. Timothy Kel-
logg, Mr. Samuel Cuiver,

Steckbridge—Timothy Edwards, Esq. Jahleel Wood-



AEVOLLTIONARY WAR. 115

bridge, Esq., Saml. Brown, Jr. Esq., Mr. Thomas Will-
iams, Doct. Erastus Sergeant,
. Lenoz—Messrs. Lnleb Hyde, Capt Edward Gray,
Leinl. Collins, Juo: Patterson, William Watker.
West Stockbndge-—Mesars Ehshu Hoopef BenJa-
min Lewis.
Alford—Messrs. Ebenezer Barrm Deodate Inger
soll, Williain Brunson.
R:ckmand—-—Cap{ Elisha Brown, Lleut Da\:d Ros-
seter, Mr. Nathaniel Wilsor. '
Pitts_ﬁefd——-—Measrs. Jno. Beown, James Easen, Jno.
Strong. '
Lanresborough—Mesers. Gidcon Wheeler, Peter Cur-
tiam, Francis Gittau.
Jerico [Hancock]—Capt. Asa Douglase.
Williamstown—Messra. Robert Hawkins, Elisha Ba-
ker, Jacob Meach. -
E. Hoosuck [Afams]—Mr. Eliel Todd.
Sandisfield—Messrs, Jacob Brown, David Demsng
. Partridgefield [Peru]—Mr. Nathan Fisk. .
Hartwood [Washington]—Messrs. Wllliam Spen—
-cer, Moses Ashley.
Becket—Messrs. Nathaniel Kingsley, Peter Porler,
Jonathan Wadsworth.
New Marlborough—Messrs. Elihu Wright, Jabeg
Ward, Noah Church, Zenas Wheeler, Ephm. Ginau,
Tyringham-—Messrs. Giles Jackson, Benjamin
Warner, Ezekiel Herrick,
JOHN ASHLEY, Esq. in the Chair.
THEODORE SEDGWICK, Clerk,
The question is moved and put—Whether this Con-
-gress will advise the ivhabitants of this County to noan-
consumption of British manufactures, under such lim-
itations and cheplwns, as to them shall appear proper
-—it passed in the affirmative.
Myved and put—Whether this Congress will choose
-a Committee to take into considerarion the Acts of the
Parliament of Great Britain, made for the purpose of
raising agd collecting a Revenue in America, and report
their sense of them—that said Committee consist of
five persons 3 and My, Thomas Williams, Mr. Peler
Curtizss, Mr. Jnn. Brown, Mark Hophins, Esq., and
Myr. Theodere Sedgwick, were choven,
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Mored and put—Whether a Committee be appointed
1o take into cousideration, aud report the draught of an
agreement, to be recommended to the Towns in this
County, for the ron-consumptior of* British manufac-
tures, vaid Committee to consist of five persons. Pass-
«d in the affirmarive, and

Timothy Edwards, Esq., Doct. William Whiting,
Doct. Lemuel Barnard, Doct. Erastus Sergeant, and
Deac. James Eason, were chosen

Voted, That the Members of this Committee do re-
sommend to the jnhabitants of the several Towns of this
County to which they belong, to set apart Thursday,
the 14th inst. for a day of FASTING and PRAYER,
to implore the Divine assistance that He would inter~
pose, and in mercy avert thnse evils with which we are
threatened ; and the scveral tnembers of this Commit-
tee are enjoined to inform the several Minieters of the
religious assembly to which they belong.

Adjourned to 8 o’clock w-morrow, morning.

July Tth—Mocet according to adjournment

The Cominittee appointed to ke into consideration
the Acts of the British Parliament, made for the pur-
yose of raising and collecting a revenue in America, and
to report their sense of them, Reported, which was
unanimously accepted.

Adjourned to 2 o’clock.

Met according to adjeurnment.

The Committee appointed to take into eonsideration
the League ard Covenant, reported. Rewd, paragraph
by paragraph, and accepted.

Put to vote. That the several members of this Com-
mittee be desired to recommend to the charity of the
inhabitants of the several towns in this County, the dis-
tressed circumstanceas of the poor of the towns of
Charlestown and Boston, and that the same be remit-
ted to them in fu? cattle in the fall, by such ways and
meaus as shall hereafier be agreed upon.

Voted, Thanks be given to the Chairman.

Voted, That the Clerk he enjoined to transmit a copy
-of these Resolves 1o the Committee of Correspondence
in Boston,

WHEREAS the Parliament of Great Britain have,
of late, undertaken to give and graint away our money,
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without our knowledge or consent; and in order to com-
pel us to a servile submission to the above measurcs,
have proceeded to block up the harbour of Boston
also, have, or are about to vacate the Charter, and re-
peal certain laws of this Province, heretofore enacted
by the General Court, and confirmed 1o us by the King
and his predecessors. Therefore, a8 a means to obwin
a speedy redress of the above grievances, We do sol-
emnly and in good faith covenan! and engage with
eack other :

1s.. That we will not import, purchase, or consume,
or suffer any person for, by, or under us, to import,
purchase, or consume, in any manner whatever, any

* goods, wares, or manufactures, which shall arrive in A-

merica from Great Britain, from and after the first day
of October next, or such other ume as shail he agreed
uﬁjon by the American Congress § nor any goods which
shall be ordered from theuce from and after this day, -
until our Chanrter and constitutional rights shall be re-
stored ; or until it shail be determined by the major
part of our brethren in this and the neighboring Colo-
mies, that a non-importation or non-consumplion agree-
ment will not have a tendency 1o effect the desired end,
and until it shall be apparent that a non-imporiation or
non-conenmption agreement will not be entered into by
the majority of this and the neighboring Colonies, ex-
cept such articles as the said General Congress of N#th
America shall advise to import and consume.

2dly. We do (urther covenant and agree, that we will
observe the most strict cbedience to all constitutional
laws and authority ; and will at all times exert our-
seives to the utmost for the discouragereent of all licen-
tiousnesd, and suppressing all disorderly mobs and riota

3dly. We will exert ourselven safar as in us lies, in
promoting peace, love, and unanimity among each oth-
er; and for that end, we engage to aveid all unnecessary
lawsuits whatever.

4thly. Aa a atriet and proper adherence to the non-
importation and non-consumption agreernent will, if not
seasonably provided against, involve us in wnany diffi-
culties and inconveniences, we do premise and agree,
that we will take the most prudent care for the raising
af sheep, and for the manufacturing all vuch clothes as
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shall be most useful end necessary ; and, also, for the
raising of flax, and the manufacturing of linen ; further,
that we will hy every prudent method endeavour to
guard against all those inconveniences which might oth-
erwise arise from the foregoing agreement.

Sthtly. Thhat if any person shall refuse to sign this, or
a simjlar covenaut, or, after having signed i, shall not
adhere to the real intent and meaning thereof, he or
they shall be treated by us with all the neglect they shali
Jjustly descrve, particularly by omitting all commercial
dealings with them.

6th']3 That i this, or ammlhr covenant, shall after
the first day of August next, be offered to any trader or
shop-keeper in this County, an’l he or they shatl refuse”
to sign tlie same for the space of 48 hours, that we will
from thenceforth purchase no article of British manufae-
ture, or East India goods, from him or them, until such
time as he or they shail sign this or a similar covenant.””

In subsequent years, repeated conventions were held,
composed of the most futeiligent, virtuois, and mﬂucn-
tial men, clected by the several towns, in which the cir-
cumstances of the County and country were considered,
and measures for promoting the general welfare devised
and recommended.

Nor did the patriotism of the people spend itself in
conventions, in speeches and resolutions. The very
y&ar in which the first convention was held, two regi-
ments of minute men were raised by voluntary enlist-
ment ; one in the middle and northern part of the
County, under Col. John Patterson, of Lenox, after-
wards (ien. Patterson; and the other in the southern
part, under Col. John Fellows, of Sheffield, afterwards
Gen, Fellows, These regiments marched, immediately
after the batite of Lexington, to the vicinity of Boston,
where they were re-organized and eplarged. ‘I'he men
enlisted into the service of their country, at first for
eight months 3 mmost of thein enlisted afterwards for a .
longer period, and some during the war. Lexington
battie wus fo.zht on the 18th of April, 1775 ; news of
it arrived in Berkshire on the 20th, about noon, and the
next morning at sunrise the regiment of Col. Patterson
were ou their way, completely equipped in arms, and
generally in uniform. Thie marched to Cambridge,
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and consisted, after its re-organization, of ten compa- °
nies. Patterson was commissioned colonel of it, Jere-
miah Cady, of Ashuclot Equivalent (Dalton,) wax ma-
jor, and Charles Dibbie, of Lenox, Nathan Watkins,
of Parridgetield (Peru,} Thomas Williame, of Stock-
bridge, David Noble, of Pinslield, and Samuel 8loane,
of Williamstown, were captains. The oiber principal
officers werg taken from other parts of Massachusetts,
with the exception of Capt. Juhn McIlinstry, who be-
longed to Hilledale, New York. Anicrated with the
same zeal, the regiment from the south part of the
County proceeded to Roxbuey,  Feliows was formally
constituted cotonel of it, William King, of Great Bar-
rington. Williarn Bacon, of Sheffield. Lbenezer Smith,
of New Marlborough, a Mz Soule. of Sandistield, Wiii-
iam Goodrich, of Stockbridee. and Noah Allen, of T'ye-
ingham, were captains; Samuel Brewer, of the last inen-
tioned town, was adjutant. A few weeks after, Peter
Ingersolt, of Great Barrington, raised u company,
which joined the same regiment.

Beside those pertaining to these regiments, many
others entered into the service of their ceuntry, at the
commencement of hoatilities, or on subsequent oeca-
sions, by voluntary enlistment, or at the call of govero-
ment, [or shorter or longer periods, on some particular
emergency, or as the state of the country more generally
demanded. The Stockbridge Indians, equally devoted
with the whites about them, fumished a company, com-
manded by Capt. Abraham Nimham, ooe of their own
tribe. Inthe course of 1776, Samuel Brewer, who had
been adjutant in Col. Fellows’ regimedt, was made o
colonel, and proceeded at the head of a regiment from
Berkshire'to Ticonderoga. In December of the same
yvear, Col. John Brown, of Pittsfield, conducted a
regiment of drafted inilitia to Mount Independence,
In 1777, large bodies of militia were despatched
to assist Gen, Stark and Gen. Gates in opposicg the
troops of Burgoyne. In consequence of an order of
the General Court, passed Dee, 2, 1790, 222 \nen were
raised in the several towns for the Continental service,
to serve three years, or during the war, 22 in Sheflicld,
7 in Egremont, 11 in Great Barrington, 3 in Alford, 12
in Stockbridge, 7 in West Stockbridge, 10 in Tyring-
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"ham, 12 in New Marlborough, 12 in Sandisfield, 5 in
Becket, 3 in Loudon (part of his,) 13 in Richmond,
10 in Lenox, 13 iu Pitsheld, 3 in Ashuelot Equivalent,
4 in Washington, 7 in Lee, 15 in Laneshorough, 2 in
New Achlord, 13 in Williamstown, 7 in Haneock, 6 in
Partridgelicld, B in Windsor, and 18 in Adams. Many
.parties also were formed, which made sudden irruptions
into the adjoining pars of New York, lor the purpose
of quelling the eltorts or taking the persons of those {ex-
isti;ig there in eonsiderable numbers) who were inimical
to the American cause.

. No class of men esponsed the cause of America
more heartily than the clergy, who plead for it in pub-
lic and private. The Rev. Mr, Avery, of Windsor,
sought a dismission from his church, that he might go
into the army as a chaplain. Several others left their
congregations, for limited periods, that they might serve
their country in this capacity, The late Mr. Allen, min-
ister of Piusfield, is said to have used his musket very
dexterously in the batile of Bennington. .

A strong enthusiasm indeed pervaded all classes of
society. Females felt the subject deeply, and despised
the man who was in the vigor of life and the enjoyment
of health, and yet unwilling to bear arms in defence of
his country’s righta  They not only gave up their hus-
bands, brothers, fathers, and sons, to serve in the army,
but oftentiines went inio the field, in their absence, and
labored with those who were too aged, or tao young, or
too infirm to go abroad, that they might provide food
for their tamilies. The pious, in secret, and in littie cir-
cles of three, five, and Len, sent up their cry to the God
of aries. that he would have mercy upon them and
theirs, and save their country.

To describe ail the marches and services, privations
and hardships of the soldiers, were the materials at hand
for doing it correctly, would be impracticable in this
work. A few facts, briefly stated, must suffice.

The regiment of Col. Patterson, after their organiza-
tion at Cambridge, were employed in the erection of
Fort No. 3, within the limits of Charlestown, 'the first
erected on the lines about Boston, They manned and
defended this, by the express command of Gen. Ward,
op the memorable 17th of June, 1775, the day of the

R N
.
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Dattle of Bunker Hill, for the purpose of preventing the
British frem coming upon the rear of the Americans ac-
tually engaged in the conflict The regiment o Col.
Fellows were employed in such services as circumstan-
ces demanded, about Roxbury.

After the baule, the regiments remained generally
about Boston uniil the DBritish evacuated thai place, in
March, 1776, though somme were detached in the course.
of the summer for the expedition uader Colonel, alter-
wards Gen. Arnold, up Iéemlebec river, and across the
vast wilderness between the settlements in Maine and
Canada, to Quebec. These endured the most dread-
ful sufferings from (atiguc and hunger. in passing moun-
tains and morasses, in that daring and perilous enter-
prize.

When the evacuation took place, the troops were or-
dered to New York ; and thence the regiment of Col.
Patterson was ordered to Canada, to assist the forces
which had gone on to join Arnold at Quelec. - Though
they heard on their way, at Lake Champlain, of the il
success ol the Americans at that city, they proceeded as
ar as Montreal, where some of the men were dispatch-
ed to the Cedars, and engaged in the disastrous battie
fought at that place, In retreating from Canada, they
apent a little time at Crown Point, then went to Ticon-
deroga, then crossed the bay aud fortified Moant Inde-
pendence in Qrwell; where they remained until Nov-
ember ; when they were marched to Albany, took ship-
ping, nnd sailed to Esopus.  Fron this place they trav-
elled through the Minisink country, through Nazareth
and Bethlehem, and joined the army under Gen. Wash-
ington at Newtown, Pennsylvania, just soon enough to
crass the Delaware with him, and to take a part in the
battles of Trenton and Princeton. From DPrinceton
they retired into winter quarters at Morristown,  In
1777, this regiment was concerped in the capture of
Burgoyne.

The regiment sufferrd exceedingly in the tour to Can-
ada. When they lefi New York, they were more than
600 strong 3 but when they arrived at Newtown, they
had only 220 men, some having been kitled, some hav-
ing died with the small pox, some having been left as
hostages in Canada, and ot{lers having been left sick on
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tlre way. Tlhe brave Capt Williams, who had been
advanced to a lieutenant-colonel, fell sick at Bkenesho-
rough, (now Whitehall} and died July 10, 1776, '

In the course of this year, Col. Fellows was maude
a Brigadier-Greneral of militia, {as Col. Pattersn., was”
in the Continental service)} and had the comm: it of a
brigade in the military operations about New Yurk.
Col. Mark Hopkins, of Great Barringron, who wax bzj-
gade-major under him, fel) sick and died as White
Plains, Oct. 26. His Roxbury regimen: touk a part in
the battle fought at this place two duys atter, Hore the
company of Srockbridge Tndians had four men slain,
and several died of sickness.

The Berkshire militia rendered imnortant aid to
Gen. Stark at Bennington battle, on the 16th of August,
177,

Boon aiter this battle, Gen. Lincoln, who had remain-
ed at Manchester to assemble recruits and {orward them
to the army, dibpatched Col. Browa, of Pittatield, with
a body of inen, many of whom belonged to this Cnunty,
¢ to surprize the British posts at Ticonderoga and N{
Independence. This nfficer without any difficuity made
himself master of the British outworks; took several
gun-boats, un armed sloop, 200 barterux. near 300 pris-
oners, arms, ammmnunitioir. e, aad retook 20 American
standard aod 100 prisonera  Then finding himself un- .
able to retake the forts, he returned with his booty to
Gen. Lincoln. This successful effort was made on the
14th of September”” This excellent man fell in an
armhuscade. of French and Indians, at Stone Arabia, in
Palatine, New York, with a large part of his men,
{some of whom also were from Derkshire) whom he
was conduciing to the relief of Gen. Schuyler, Oct. 19,
1780, some account of which will be given in the hlatory
of Piustield.

These facts are ample testimony that the people of
this County bore an honorahle part in achieving the in-
dependence of their country. The dec'aration of a
Lounty Convention, hetd in Berkshire. Ang. 26. 1778,
in a memorial to the Legislature, (and there were more
reasons for making it when the war was over,} s worthy
to be inserted in this place. **Your memorialists have
from the time of the Stamp Actto the present day,” sgy
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they, * manifested a constant and uniform abhorrence
and detestation (not only in sentiment but overt actions)
of all the unconstitutional measures taken by the British
Parliament to tax, depauperate, and subjugate these
now united and independent States of America.”

" ¢ That they can vie with any couny in this Siate, not
only in voluntarily appearing in arins upon the Jeast no-
tice, when their brethren in distress nesded their assist-
ance, as at the massacre at Lexington, the fight of Bun- ~
ker Hill, &e¢. &e., but also in filling up their quotas of
men from titne 10 time demanded, either by this State,
or by the commanding officer in these parts; although
our situation has been such as might have justified the
General Court had they calied upon us for no such sup-
plies: over and above which, our zeal in the commen
cause has carried us beyond our abilities, in the fre-
quent excursions against the common enemy, as in the
battle of Bennington, in assisiing Col. Brown in the
capture of so many hundr«ds at the carrying place at
Ticonderoga, in the quelling the tories at divers times
in a neighboring Suate, which otherwisc might have suf-
fered amnazingly, aud in instances of the like nature too
many 10 enumerate.

Alter the lapse of alinost half a century, o very con-
siderable nuinber of the officers aud soldiers of the Rev-
olution live among us, and are venerated for their ser-
vices. Notwithstanding all the inroads which death
has made upon them, as many as lorty or {ifty, being
redyged in Lheir circumstances, are still on the pension
list receis ing in consideration of their labors, the boun-
ty of govermment.

Few advocated the cause of Great Iritain at the be-
ginning, and fewer still le(t the Connty aod remaved in-
to the territories of the King. 'The amount of conlisca-
ted property- was small, and much of thar consisted of
wild lunds owned by persons at a distance.

I. must be adinitted, however, that some irdividuals
were attached to the King; a very small nuniber uni-
ted themselves to the forces of Burgoyne when he was
coming down from Canada  Among ihese was & man
of ibe vame of Richard Jackson, Lelonging to Hancoek,:
who was wken at the battle of Bennirgton, and whose
imprisopment, condemnation and pardon, with the cog;
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nected circumstances, have given rise to the popular
story of the Twins, or of Stedinan. See the real fucts,
as stated in Presideut Dwight's Travels, vol. iii. pp-
226, 7, 8.

Suavs InsurpEcTion.—In 1783, a defiuitive treaty
of peace was signed between the United States and
Great Britain, and our glarious independence vonfirmed.
But the Llessing was acquired at an immense cxpense
both of treasure and hlood ; an expense which was by
no means disregarded at the momect. The expense
of blood filled the land with mourning, though it made
the people the more sensible of their wrongs, and the-
more determined to redress thern, The keenness of
these sensations, from the nature of the human mind,
gradually diminished. But the expense of treasure
was much more fully realized when the war was over;
when the enemy being withdrawn, they had leisure
ealmly and thoroughly to survey their situation. "This
was particularly the faet in Massachusetts, Having
beer in actual service abroad, or preparing for it at
home, during the long-rontinued cqntest, the people had
neglected their private concernsj ‘their buildings and _
farms had gone to decay, their husiness was deranged,
and large debts, contracted by many for the support of
their families, were continually iocreasing by interest.
The towns were embarrassed by advances made to cum-
ply with repeated requisitions for men, and supplies to
support them, done upon their own particular credit.
The private consolidated debt of the State was £1,300,-
000, hesiden £250,000, due to thie oflicers of their line
of the army, whiie their proportion of the (ederal debt
was not less than £1,500,000. How these individual,
town, state, and national debts could be paid, and -ip the
-mean time their own families supported and the-neces-
sary institutions of society maintained, was a question
difficult to be answered. 1t filled the timid with trem-
“bling, and those whose minds were of the firmest strue-
. ture, with deep solicitude. The paper currency which
had been in circulation was rapidly depreciating, and
little specie was in existence ; the markets for produce
were closed or lessened ; the means for resuming for-
eign trade, and even the fisheries, and prosecuting thewm
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extensively, now so long suspended, were, to a great
degree, wanting.

In these distressing and embarrassing circumstances
were concealed the remote causes of the insurrection,
commonly called the Shays Insurrection, from Daniel
Shays, its principal leader, the most unhappy and the
most disgraceful transaction which ever accurred in
Massachusetts, sundering the ties of brothers, neigh-
bors and citizens, threatening not only the whole State
with anarchy, hut endangering the peace of the States
lying on our borders. The proximate causes, though
almeost cvery thing was made a sobject of complain,
were the eflorts of creditors to collect their debis, and of’
the State to coilect taxes.

In Minot’s History of the insurrections in Massachu-
setts, in 1786, the reader will find a detailed and inter-
esting account of these wretched proceediogs. A hriefl
and hasty sketch of them is all that will now be attempt-
ed, and this must respect more especially that part of
them which transpired in Berkshire ; much of which
will be drawn {rom the work just mentioned, and when
most couvenicnt, will be given in the language of that
respecmble writer. :

'Two circumstances probably contributed to draw a
portion of the people of this County intb the insurree-
tions. One was, that when the revolutionary war be-
gan, the people were laboring under the hardships of
new settlers. 'The calamities, grawing out of the war,
therefore, were the more deeply lelt. The other cir-
cumstance was, that the inhabitants of this County were
the * first to put a stop to courts” at the beginning of
the Revolution, and were very backward afterwards in
consenting to have them resume their functions. Na
Probate Courts were held here from 1774 until 1778,
and even deeds were not recorded from 1776 until the
last year just mentioned. In the course of this year,
the several owns were consulted, whether they would
open and suppert the Courts of Comman Pleas and of
Quarter Sessione, until a new Constitution should be
{ramed, and adopted by the people, and the point was
decided in the negative by large majorities ; as appears
from the minutes of the County Convention which sat
en the 26th of August. Tlhlis convention drew up a pe-

- .
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tition to the General Court to call a convention of defe-
gaies frown ali the towns and places liable to taxation, to
form a biil of rights and a constitution of government,
In 1779, it is unders*ood, that the County assented by
a small majority of their delegates in convnetion, after
debating more than two days, that the courts might be
opened, though no judicial proceedings were actua&f
had untii after the adoption of the constitution in 1780.
This suspension of the courts, however desirable the
constitution was, besides occasioning a vast accumula-

tion of causes for future adjudication, was unlriendly in

- its iufluence to order and good goveinment.

After the constitution was adopted, conris were held
according to the provisions which it contained, and jus-
tice again began to take its direct course, But in 1752
an act was passed, usually denominated the Tender Act,
providing that exccutions issued for private demands
might 1w satisfied by neat cattle and other articles par-
ticularly enumerated, atao appraisement of impartial
meu nnder oath, which ecadsed a multitude of lawsuits
to be postponed, until the year’s existence of the law
expired. Thislaw furnished the firat signal for hostili-
ties between creditors and.debtors, hetween the rich
and the poor, the few and the many, The increase of
civil actiona gave employment to the practitioners at the
har, und induced an unusual nnmber to enter into the
profession. These became odious to debtors as the
legal instruments of their distresses, and were held up
at length as the proper objects of proseription by the
disatfected generally. From the bar, ill will was ex-
tended to the courts and to the Senate, to the laws of
the Sate and the provisions of the Constitution. No
mild measures were sufficient to satisfy the discontent-
ed. An evil apirit continued and spread, until the sum-
mer and autumn of 1786, when events rapidly hastened
the crisis which took place the sueceeding winter,

During the revelutionary war, county com entions hnd
heen held for the purpose of devising measures for pro-
moting the public welfare, and were instrumental of
much good. .They were now held to consider grievan-
ces, and became, in some instances, the instruments of
unspeakable mischief, On the 22d of Augusi, a con-
vention sat at Hatfield, composed of delegates {rom fif
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1y towns in the county of Hampshire, which drew upa
catalogue of grievances, and sent them inta the countien
of Worcester and Berkshire. The effcct of this was
soon visible, though the precise effect that followed may
nothave been intended by the convention.  On the last
Tuesday 4n this month, a large nrmber of insurgents,
supposed to be near 1500, assembled under arms at
at Northampton ; took possession of the Court House,
and eflectually prevented the sitting of the Cougts of
Common Pleas and General Sessions of the Peace
there at that time, as prescribed by law.

Upon this violence, a proclamation waz issued by the
Governor, calling in strong and spirited lapguage, upon
all the officers and citizens of the State, to suppress such
treasonalile proceedings _

Notwithstanding this, more than 300 insurgents ap-
peared the next week at the Court House in W orcester,
where the Courts of Common Pleas and tienera! Ses-
sions of the Peace were to be holden, and by a line of
hayonets prevented the judges from cntering the door,
Though the judges went 10 a neighboring hense, open-
ed covrt and adjourned until worning, the viclence of
the mob acon obliged the Court of Comunon Pleas to
adjourn without day, and the Court of Sessions to ad-
journ until the 21st of November.

On the last week in August, a county convention wae
held at Lenox, which took a much more justitiable
course than the convention in Hampshire. Though a
a rage fur reformation was comspicuous in it, yet
thcy passed many judicious resolutions, and among
others, that they would use their influence to suprort
the courts in the exercise of their legal powers, and en-
deavor to quiet the agiated spirite of the people, The
insurgents, however, assembled im force to the number
of eight hundred at Great Barrington soon after, and
not only prevented the sitting of the courts, which were
=0 obnoxious to them, but broke open the gasl and lib-
erated the prisoners. They also compelled three of the
Jjudges of the Court of Common Pleas to sign an obli-
gation, that they would not act under their commissiona
until grievances were redressed. It ought, however, in
Justice to the inaurgents, to be mentioned, that the Hop.
Elijah Dwight, then too a member of the Senate, upon
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a propet resistance, was not compelled to subscribe the
oblization.

Hitherto the insurgents Had directed their efforts a~
gainst the inferior cours, but they were now determined
to prevent the sitting of the Supreme Judicial Cour, that
they might not be indicted for vbstructing the adminis-
tration of justice. This court was abuut to sit at Spring-
field ; and the Governor ordered Maj. Gen. Wm. Shep-
ard to pre-occupy the Court House with six hundred
men j which was accordingly done. DBut on the day of
the court’s sitting, Shays appeared with a body of men.
* equally nwmerous, greatly incensed that the Court

House was taken possession of by the government
The insurgents sent a request to the judges that none
of the late riotera should be indicted, who returned a
firm reply, purporting that they should execute the laws
of the country ugreeably to their oaths. But such was
tha confusion attending the presence of so many armed
men, who were continuully increasing, and the panel
of juroras not being filled, that the court adjourned on
the third day, after resolving that it was inexpedient te
" proceed to the county of Berkshire.

When the time arrived (or holding this court in Great
Barringlon, the malcontents, pretending that the resg-
lution of the court was merely inteuded to deceive themn,
assembied there in considerable numbers, became ex-
tremely riotous, and obliged several persons, who were
obnoxious to them, to fly. One gentleman, whe sus-
tained a very honorable office, was pursued by armed
men in various directions, houses were searched, and in
some instances, citizens fired upoi.

Bome ume after this, and while the House of Repre-
sentatives {for the Legislature had been convened) was
debating respeciing the suspension of the writ of habeas
oarpus, some of the insurgents, alarmed by the eircum-
stance, sent a circular Jetter 1o the Belectmen of many
towns in the county of Hamypshire, requiring them im-
medately to asscmble their inhabitants, to see that they
were furnished with arms and ammunition according to
law. They also ordered the militia, in some instances,
to be (urnished with sixty rounds of powder, and te
stand ready to march at a moment's warning.
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On the 21st & November, when the Court of Gen-
eral Bessions were to meetaccording to adjournment at
Worcester, the seat of justice was filled with armed
men ; the justices weve oblized to open at a tavern, and
ali*the exertions of the sheiiff were insufficient to pro-
cure them cntrance into the Caurt House,

Immediately on receiving news of this procedure, the

Governor issued his orders as commander-in-chief, eall
ed upon the Major-Generals of the militia, itnmediately
to sce that their peveral divisions were completely or-
ganized and equipped, and ready to take the field at the
shortest notice. .
« In the early part of December, some hundreds of
1the insurgents cotlected ut Worcester ; and on the 26th
of the month, Bhays assembled 300 malcontents at
Springiicld, "tuok possession of the Court House, and
prevented the court, which was to sit then at that place,
from proceeding to business.

Qo the fiest of Fanuory, the Governor and Council,
in view of this trauwsaction, determined to raise o body
of men from dilferent counties, to suppress the insurrec-
tions which were now taking place with alarmiug fre-
quency ; 700 from the county of Suffolk, 500 rom Es-
sex, 800 from Middlescx, 1200 from Hampshire, and
1200 from Worcester; the whole mnounting to 4,4()
rank ond file. Two companies of artillery were arder-
ed to be detached from Suffulk, and a like number from
Middiesex. ‘The troops of the three first nained eoun-
ties were ordered to rendezvous in the vicinity of Bos-
ton, on the 19th of January; those froin Hampshire ut
Springfield, on the 16ih 5 those rom Waorcester were to
jein the troops fran the eastern counties at the town of
Worcester, aud the whole were to be raised for thirty
days, unless sooner discbarged. '

On the 1%h of January, 1797, his Exccllency dircet-
ed ,Maj. Gen, Benjamin Lincoln, of Lingham, {(whos
military reputation and mildness of temper admirably
fitted him for the delicate and important trust,) 10 take
command of this respectable force.  In his instructinns,
the Governor informed bim, that the great objects to be
effected ‘were, to proteet the Judicial Courts, particular-
1y thnse which were about ta be holden in the county off
Worgester, should tie justices of those courts request
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his aid ; to assist the civil magistrates th executing the
laws; and in repelling or apprehending all and every
such person and persous as should in a hastile manner
attemnpt and enterprize the destruction, detrimeut, oran-
noyance of the Commonwealth ; and ulse to aid them
in npprehending the disturbers of the public peace, as
well asall such persons, as might be named in the state
warrunts, that hed been or might be committed to any
civil vilicer or officers, or to any other person to exe-
cute, .

In case he should judge it necessary, the Governor
authorized him ro eall upon the Major-Generals for fur-
ther and effectual atd 3 and while he contided much to
his discretiont, suggested that it might be necessary 1o
march a respectable force into the western countics.

"T'he rajsing and muovement of these troops produced
atrong sensattons among the malcontents, and prompted
them to varivus expedients and efforts, in hape of secur-
ing themsehves from punishinent, and of distressing and
weakening the friends of government,

Betore the troops under Gen. Lincoln marched {rom
Roxhury, Gen, Shepard had been ordered to 1ake pos-
session of the post ut Springlield. He soon coilected
900 men, and afterwards 200 more, the coutinental ar-
senal furnishing them with a suflicient nembur of field
Pieces, and such equipments as were wanted. . It De-
cam- an ohject with the insurgents tn gain 1his posy, if
possible. before the arrival of Lincoli’s army.  Their
movements, therefore, were towarde West Springfieid
on th: one side, where nboot 400 ineu were collected un-
der the command of Luke Day; and towards the Bos-
ton rond on the yther, where 1100 more were headed
by Shays himsel, Besid.s these, u party of about 400
from the county of Berkshire, under the cotnmmand of
Lili Parsons, were stationed in the north parish of
SBpringfield, _ .

Bhays proposed to attack the post on the 25th of Jan-
uary, and wrote 1o Day on the 24th to co-operate with
hitn.  [n a letter which was intercepied by Uen. Shep-
ard, Day replied that he eould not assist him on the
25th, bat would the day after.  On the 26-h, however,
Bhays, conflident of his aid, about 4 o’cluck in tha al
ternoon, approached the arsenal, where the militia wers,
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posted, with his troops in open column. Gen. Shepard
sent several times, to know the intention of’ the enemy,
and te warn them of their dangér; and received for an-
swer, in substange, that they would have the barrach«;
and they immediately marched cnwarda 1o within 250
yards of the arsenal. Anather message was sent, in-
formig them that the militia were posted there by order |

" of the Governor and of Congress, and that if they ap-
proached any nearer they would be fired upon. One
of their leader replicd, that is all we want; and they
imme-diately advanced one hundied yards.  Gen, Shep-
ard was now compelled to fire 3 but, in hope of intimi-
dating tham, ordered the two first shot to be directed
aver their beads, which instead of retarding, quickened
their approach 3 and the artillery was at last pointed at
the cantre of their column, whiclt produced its effecy ;
a cry of murder wag mised in the rear of the insergents ;
their whole body was thrown into the greatest confu-
sinn, and in spite of all the eflforts o Shays to form
them, the troops retreated precinitately sbout ten miles
to Liudlow, leaving three of their men d-ad on the field,
and one wounded. Had Gen. 8hepard heen d:spoa{d
to pursue, he might easily have cut wany ot them in
pieces.  But the obje -t was, not to destroy them, but to
bring them io consideration and amendment.

Notwithstanding this retreat, there vas serious ap- .
gehensmns of another attack (rom the insurgents ; for

ay was now on the west side of Conoecticut river with
hismen, and Parsons at Chickahee, whither the perty
of Bhays repaired, {after losing 200 men by desertion)
on the 26th. ‘This apprehension wau allayed the next
day, at noon, by the arrival of Lincoln’s army.

Gen. Lincoln hnd reached Worcester on the 22d;
had protected the courts there, and learning the situa-
tion of Gen, Shepard, had started for Springficid on the
2mh, having dispa:ched orders to Gen. Brooks to pro-
ceed to the same place as speedily as poesible, with the
Midd!esex militia.

Althongh the march from Worcester wase very fa-
tiguing, the weather being uncommonly severe, the ar-
my were ordered under arms at half past three o'clock
the pame day on which they arrived ; most of them ware
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marched across the river to attack Day, while Gen,
. Shepard, with the Hampshire troops, moved up the riv-
er to prevent Shays from joining him. The pasty un
der Day speedily fled, with scarcely a show of opposi-
tion, and made the best of their way to Norrhampton,
In like manner the party under 3hays fled the next day,
as the army approached them, retreating through South

Hadicy to Amherst

On his arrival at Amherst, Gen, Lincoln, finding that
Shayvs had passcd through the place with maost of his
men towacds Pelham, too long to be overtaken, gave up
the putsuit, and direcred his march to Hadley, the near-
ast place whera he conld find a eover for his troops.

The next morning, information being received thata
amall number of-Gren. Shepard’s men had been taken
at Southampton, and that some of the enemy were still
there, a party was sent after them, who overtook this
body of insurgenrs at Middlefield, at midnight, captur-
ed 59 prisouers and nine sleigh loads of provisions, and
returned to the ariny the day following. .

The whule foree of the insurgents having tken post
on two high hills in Pelham. called east and west hills,

- which were rendered diflicult of access by reason of the
depth of snow around them, Gen. Lincoln, on the 30th
of January, direcrd a letter to Capt, Shays and the offi-
cers commanding the men in arms against the govern-
ment, calling upon them to disband their deluded o~
lowers, threatening them with apprehension in case of
refusal, &c., which led on to an unsatisfactery corres-
pondence.

The time for an adjeurned session of the Legislature
soon arrived, and on the 3d of February, a sufficient
number of representatives were collected for the trans-
action of business.  On this day, the Governor laid be-
fore the assembly a (ull view of the state of things in
the Commaonwealth; and the day afier, a declaration of
rebellion was unanimously passed in the SBenate, and
concurred in by the lower House.

- A petition, dated the 30 of January, and purporting
to he from the officers of the counties of Worcester,
Hampshire, Middlescx, and Berkshire, at arms, in
Pelham, was sent to the General Courr, acknowledging
their error in taking up arms, and prownising to lay
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them down and return to their homes, on condition that
a pardon should be granted to the. insurgents for their
st offences. )

They did not wait, however, the result of thie peti~
tion ; but on the 3d of February moved their forces
from Pelham to Petersham. Gen. Lincoln,, informed
of this, marched for Petersham on the evening of the
same day, and by o rapid mevement of 30 miles, (in
which much was suflered the latier part of the way from
a violent snow storm) came upon themn by surprise on
the 4th, and put them to flight, Oue hundred and fifty
were taken prisoners, many retired to their homes, and
the rest, including all the principa! officers, fled into the
states of New Hampshire, Vermont, and New York.

The rebels being thus dispersed, Gen. Lincoln, after
dismissing three companies of artillery, and ordering
two regiments to Worcester, dirceted his attention tow-
ards ﬁurthﬁeld, in the neighborhood of which, many off
the fugitives had taken sheiter. But an express arrive
ed with a letter from Maj, Gen. John Fatterson, the.
commander of the militia in Derkshire, which led him to
take a different course,

Some time previous, while the army were marching
from the vicinity of Boston, the disaflected in this
County, who had not proceeded o Humpshire, under-
took to support their cause, by appearing under arms in
their own neighborhood, while the friends of good sider
adopted measures to oppose them. Should they be
driven from the counties eastward, it was apprehended
they would collect in some of the fasmesses on the
Green Mountain range, on the-borders between Hamp-
shire and Berkahire, draw their subsistence frum towns
iu the vicinity, well nffected to govermment, and 1ake,
perhaps, some of the more important churacters as host-
ages, 'To secure themselves, and promote the public
welfare, therefore, a voluntary association was formed,
amounting to about 500 men, comprising the most re-
speciable citizens. One company of theee volunteers,
containing 40 or 50, was formed in Sheffield, vnder
Capt Joseph Goodrich. But so greal waa the agita-
tion in thai town, (and many other wwne were in com-
motion, ) and such was the danger of their being attack-
od by their 1‘(-:l.lc|\lv('—cit.i:r.em,1 élg%\ they did not-march to
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Stackbridge, the place of rendezvous, until a company
went down fvom Great Barrington and jeined thenr.
Ta show their spirit and determinaiion at this juncture,
150 or 200 insurgents assembled at West Stockbridge
vitlage. [t waadeemed indispensabiz to disperse them
fore their numbers shoutd be increased.  The compa-
nies at Srockbridge werc formed into three divisions,
and ordered to march to that place in the directions
which the roads naturally pointed ount.  The ecentral di-
wigion took the common road to the village, over the
_mountain.  Another, under Capt. Goodrich, took a
more southern route, and the third, under Major Row-
ley, of Richmond, a more northerr. On the approach
of an advanced party from the central division, consist-
ing only of thirty-seven infantry, and sceven gentlemen
on horseback, they were fired upon by the seirtries, and
the insurgents were at once formed in gond order, and
were cominanded to fire. But their situation so nflect-
ed thawm, that they apparently staggared. Advantage of
this panic was taken by the latc Judge Sed rwick, wham
they well koew. whn vode to their frout and directed
them #o lay down their arms ; which many of them did,
white others fled ; though a firing took place between
scatiering parties on both sides, and two of the insur-
gents were wounded, The southern and northern divie-
ions, having farther to march, did nat arceive at this
place in selson, but had an opportunity to take many
of the insurgents prisoners as they fled.  On the return
af the divisions to Stockbridge, it was found that eigh-
ty-four, among whom was their leader, had been taken.
These were kept under guard, while the troops traversed
the County.

The express related this aflair to Gen, Lincols. He
2lso stated that the insurgents afterwards coflected at
Adams, but upon the approach of Gen, Patterson, sepa-
rated, mtending to coliect again at Williamstown ; that
here also upon his appearing, they were again seatter-
ed ; that there seemed, notwithstanding, such a dispe-
sition in them to embody, in order to prevent the sirting
of the courts, and that such numbers were actually on
their way to Washington, under a Major Wiley, that
Gen, Patterson thought his situation unsalc, and ear
nestly requested assistance from the army. On récein
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ing diis communication, in connection with Gen. Pat-
terson’s letter, Gen. Lincole sent back the following
reply : :

v Petersham, Feb. 6, 1737,

Dear 8ir—I have been honored with the receipt of
wyours of yesterday’s date.  Shays Saturday aftermoon
left Pelham in the evening. [ received information of
his movement, put the troops in motion, and arrived
here Bunday morning, 9 o’cluck. Upon ourapproach,
he left this place in a very preciptiate manner. One
hundred and fifty fell into our hands. He moved
throngh Athol northerlyy the last information I had of
him was near Chesterfield, in the State of New Hamp-
shire, with about 100 men. The rest were disperzed,
ard rmany returned to their own humes, This gives
me an OpPortunity to rersuve as fast as possible towards
vou, I shall commence iny march for Hadley to-mor-
row morning. No time wiil be lost in throwing a ver
aufficient forece into your County. 1 shall have the
pleasure to come with the troops.  The General Court
Jhave conducted with great spirit and dignity ; they have
fully upproved the measures taken—they will provide
for the expense of it. They have declared a rebellion
to exist, and have ordered the Governor to keep upa
force until the rebellion is fully crushed,

Take some strong post, il you consider yourself in
danger, untit I can relieve you. Should you think it ad-
visable to attack the insmgents prior thereto, warm them
ol their danger ; and that the General Court has declar-
«d a rebellion to exist, and that if they do not surrender,
they will be cunsidered as open enemies, and treated as

such. I am, &c
B. LINCOLN.

Gen, Parrensos.”

According to his promise, Gen. Lincoln marched imy;
inediately for this gounty, passing through Amherst,
Hadley, Chesterfield, W orthingtun, and Partridgefield,
to Pittsfield ; while another division of the army, vnder
Gen. Shepard, marched by a different route to the
same place. But belore their arrival, a body of insw-
gents, amounting to about 250 men, who had collected
in Lee, in order to stop the eousts, agreed to disperse,
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in cgse the commander of a body of militia, coasisting
of about 300, collected to oppose them, would usze his
influence, should they be pursued by government, to
have them tried within their own county ; and so the
matter was adjusted. From Pittefield, Gen. Lincoln
delached a party under the Adjutant-General to Dalton,
after Wiley; and another under Capt Francis to Witl-
iamstown, on a similar undertaking. Both returned the

next day ; the first with six prisoners, one of whom

was Wiley’s son, Wiley himsell having made his es-
cape ; and the other with fourteen.

From these eventn, we are not to infer that the spirits
of the insurgents were altogether broken. The subjoin-
cd letter of Eli Parsons, (probably intended for the
disaflected in Hampshire) as well as some other events
which followed, show the coatrary.

¢ Berkshire, Feb. 15, 1787,

Fricnds and Fellow Sufferets—Will you now tamely
mufler your arms to be taken {rom you, your estates to
he confisented, and even swear to support a constitution
and form of govermment, and tikewise a code of laws,”
which common sense and your consciences declare to
he iniquitous and cruel ' And can you bear to see and
hear of the yeomanry of this Commonwealth being
parched, and cut to pieces by the cruel and merciless
tools of tyrannical power, and not resent it even unto
relentless blondshed?  Would to Gud, I had the tongue
of a ready writer, that I might impress on your minds
the idea of the obligation that you, ax citizens of a re-
publican goveriment, are under to support those una-
lienable rights and privileges that the God of nature
harh entitled you to. Let me now persvade you by all
the sacred ties of friendship, which natural affection in-
spires the human heart with, immediately to turn out
and assert your rights.

The first step that I would recommend, is to destroy
Bhepard’s army, then procesd to the County of Berk-
shire, as we are now collecting at New Liebanon, in York
State, and Pownal, in Vermont Stare, with a deterinina-
tion to carry our point, if fire, blood, and earnage wili
effeet it.  Therefore, we beg that every friend will im-
mediately proceed to the County of Berkshire, and
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help us to Burgoyne Lincoln and his army. I beg this
may inmediately cireulate through your cuunty.
I am, gentlemen, in behalf of mysell and other offi-

cers, your humble servant,
ELI PARSONS.”

The volunteer companies in Berkshire, on Gen. Lin-
coln’s arrival, returned to their homes. The time for

which the militia was detached, expired on the 21st of.

February, and the troops under the new enlistiment,
which hid been ordered, did not arrive at once in con-
siderable numbers. In one instance, the General was
left with enly nbout thirty men, Though the rebels may
not have known precisely his situation, they were watch-
ing for opportunities to do mischiell
On the 26th of February, Capt Holcomb marched
from Sheflield to head quartera with a company of draft-
ed men, with the best arms that could be obtained,
f.earning this fact, a hody of the insurgen:s, under
Captain Perez Hamlin, who had been luiking about
the horders of New York, 80 or 99 in number,
made an irruption the night following inwo Stockbridge,
at midnight, whieh they pillaged at their pleasuce, and
took a great number of the most respectable inhabitaots,
The next morning they proceeded with their bouty and
their prisoners to Great Barrington, where lheilha][ed
at a public house, near the Episcopal church. ews of
this irruption waa soon communicated to Shefficld, run-
“ners spread the news, and the citizens friendly to gov-
ernment met at the centre, with such arms as they could
muster ; and about 1 &clock, being joined by Captains
Dwight and Ingersoll, and a small company from Great
Barrington, who had fled before the insurgents, they
were prepared to advance northwards to meet them.
The whole body, making 80, was under the commangd
of Col, John Ashley, the late (zen. Ashley, of Sheffield.
The insurgents were now supposed to be cuming
down to Sheffield, and various rumours were abroad as
to the course they were taking. [t wa=at firstsajd they
were coming down on the meadow road, and then that
they had turned off by the Episcopal church westward,
and were making their way, throngh Egremont, out of
the County. Upon hearing this, Col. Ashley turned

12+
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to the left, passed hastily on to the back road, and then
wrning by Archer SBaxton’s, drove furiousty for Franeis
Hare’s, s Egremont. He had scarcely passed the
brook north of the qoarry, when it was announced that
the insurgents were in the rear, comning after them.
They bad been marching towards Sheffield on the hack
road, but hearing of the government forces, had turned
at Baxton’s in pursuit of them, just after Col. Ashiey
had diverged at that place. A helt was immediately
made, the sleighs were thrown out of the way, and an
attempt made to form the companies, After a few mo-
mente of great conlusion, Capt. Goodrich directed the
Sheffield company to follow him through a lot of girdled
trees, on the west side of the road 3 and the Great Bar-
rington company, under Capt. Ingersoll, advanced
through a copse of timber on the east. By this time, a
scattering fire commenced, and continued while the
companies were advancing, with a rapid march, filty or
sixty rods, when a weli-directed fire from eight or ten
who were foremost, upon a considerable body of insur-
genis in the road, discomfited them, and put them to
flight. The whoie body ‘dispersed at once, and fled in
different directions. They left two oftheir number dend
near the place of action, and more than 30 were wound-
ed, among whom was Hamlin, their captain, and 2 man
by the name of Rathbun, who died some time alter of
liis wounds. A body of men coming on from Lenox,
nnder Capt. William Walker, immediately after the
skirmish, enabled the conquerors to take more than 50
prisoners.  The loss to the militia was two Killed and
one wourided. One of the killed was a Mr. Porter, of
Great Barrington ; the other was Mr, Solomon Glezen,
taken prisoner at Stockbridge, The person wounded
was the late Dr. Burghardt, of Richmond. He wasgin
the company of Capt Walker, and was wounded by #
amall party who fired upon them bhefore they arrived at
the spot where the action was fought. Ithasbeen com-
monly supposed that Glezen was killed by the fire of
some of s friends, in consequence of a barbarous
practice, said to have been adopted by his captora, of
putting the prisoners in (ront, as wel! to check the ardor
.of the militia, from a sense of their danger, as to screen
theinselves. A gentleman who was with Glezer when
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lie fell, kas informed the writer, that the rcason why the
prisoners were in front, or near the front, was, *hat
when they approached the place of action, the insuz-
gents who had been forward, {many of them} turned a-
vide to prepare their musket~. They mny hove done
this through fear, but the struation of the prisoners was
owing 10 this circumstance, and not to a preconcerted
plan. Glezen fell just as the insurgents began their
flight. '

This skirmish took place over a little valley, now
cressed by the Hartford turepike, near the west line of
Sheffield. It was more severc than any other which oc-
curred during the Shays Insurrection. -

The: insurgents generally discovered great want of
finmness and perseverance in the actions in which they
were engaged, owing in paruto theic being poeriy offi-
cered, Lut more, probably, to serious doubts coneerning
the lawfulness of their proceedings, and apprehensior
ol their proving finally mischievous to themselves.

After the affair in Sheffield, Gen. Lincoln despatched
an express to the Governor of New York, informing
him of the incursion into this County, and of the con-
tinuance and support ol the rebels in one district of that
8tate; whicl produced prompt and energetie measurcs
for dispersing or apprehending them, The consequence
was, that they fled 1o Yermant, where the government
had been previously requested to lend their aid in ap-
prehending the rebel ringleaders ; and where a procla-~
miation from the Governor wasissued nbout this time a-
gainst them. Other States in the neighborhocd adopt-
‘ed measures for suppressing the rebellion.

T'he cause of the insurgents had been for samne time
sinking. Very many privates gave up their arms, sub-
mitted to government, and took the oath of allegiance,
agreeably to the proclamation which Gen, Lincoln is-
sued at ﬂadley, both before amd after his arrival at
Pitsfield. Indemnity was granted afterwards to 790
persons concerned in the rebellion, by him and two oth-

-er gentlemen, associated with him by the General
Court for that purpose, It was judged necessary, how-
ever, to 1ake a different course with some who had been
more deeply concerned in opposing government. Eag-
1y in the spring, therefore, the Supreme Judicial Court
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proceeded to try a number charged with treason.  Bix
-were then convicied of this offence in this County, six in
Hampshire, one in Worcester, and one in Middlesex 5
all of whom were seutenced to death, DBesides these,
large numbers were convicted of seditious words and
practices, many of whom were persons of consegaence,.
and one a member of the Legislature, who was senten-
ced to sit on the gallows with a rope about his neck, to
pay a fine of £50, 1o give bouds for keeping the peace
and for maintaining good behaviour for five years ;
which gentence was put in exccution. Of those con-
demned to death, four in this County and four in Hamp-
. shire receivesd a free pardon on the 30th of April; and
the rest, on the 17th of May, were reprieved until the
Rlst of June, then until the 2d of August, and thep a-
gain until the 2Mh of September. Those confined
in Berkshire, finally escaped from gaol, and the others,
as reasons for severe incasures were now passed away,
were pavdoned. One man, however, in this Counzy,
sentenced to death in October, was favored only with a
-commutation of punishmeot, to hard labour [or seven
years.

In September, 1787, the military forces which had
been kept up in the western counties, where the insur-
rections principally tock place, were all discliarged, and
peace and tranquillity were considered as restored.

Too much, however, had been said and done, t: per-
mit the [eelings of the people at once to become alto-
gether friendly.  Ubnhappy jealousies remained in
neighborhoods and towns. The clergy, who bad favor-
cd the Revolutionary war, opposed the rebellion, and”
thereby offended, in some instances, many of their pa-
rishioners. This is understood to have occasioned the
dismission of the ministers in Egremont and Alford..
The Congregational church in the former town remain-
ed destitute of a pastor for nearly thirty years, and the
¢hurch in the latter, after dwindling for a time, became
extinct. From the same cause, disaflection arose against
their minister [rom a part of the congregation i Sandis- .
field.

Ftis generally thought, however, that this rbellion
dmpressed the importance of an energetic national gov-
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emmment, and hastened the {ormation and adoption of
the present Constitution of the United States,

Revicrors DesomrnaTions.—This County was set-
tled generally by the descendants of the Puritans, and
provision was made (ram the beginning fur the support
of public worship.

In most of the towns, the great hody of the setilers
were Congregationalists ; in three or four a majority
were Baptists. Among these a few individuals were
scaitered, attachied to the forms of the Church of Eng-
land. and prior to the Revolutivnary war, ineetings wers
held according to these forms, by a missionary from the
Bociety in England for propsgatn:g the gospel in foreign
]ﬁarts, in Great Barrington, Lenox, and Lanesborough.

etween 1783 and 3790, a few Mcthodists arose, whoe
have since spread vXtensively in the Cnunty, Besides
these denominations, there i1s a Society of Friends or
Quakers in Adams, a society of Shakers in Tyringhaim,
aud another in Hanecock.

The Congregationalists have at this time 26 churches,
23 of which are supplied with sertled pastors : they have
24 houses for public worship, most of which are laige
and in gond repair, furnizhed with steeples and bellsy a
nuinher are new.

The ministers of this denomination, residing in the
Coumy, then five in number, formed themselves ioto
an association formutital improvement, in 1763, Most
of thie iministers since settleg in the County have avach-
ed themselves to this body; though a few, as a matter
of convenience. have joined the Mountain Assoeiation,
For many years a number of ministers bulonged ‘o it
from some neighboring towns in the Bate of New
York, Allthe settled {'ongregational clergytnen in 1he
Crnunty at this time bhelong to i, excepting those of
Washingion, Peru, and Hinsdale. They are happily
uwnited, and the churches under their care alsg, in the
in the belief of the great doctripes of the Reformation.

The Association holds twe sessions annually. on the
second Tuesday of June and October, at such places as
are agreed upon (rom time to time. Tt formerly keld a
session in February 3 but owing to the difliculty of trav-
elling at that season, this was given up a few years since,
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In these meetings, docteinal and practical questions are
discussed, advice given in cases ol difliculty, the state of
churches is cousidered, measurcs are devised [or pro-
moting religion, and candidates for the ministry are ex-
amiaed and licensed.

This has a connection with the General Association
of Massachusetts, and through that, a connection
with the Congregational and Presbyterian churches in
other parts of our country.

A few years ago, an attempt was made to form the
Congregutional churches connected with the Association
into a consocition. In the Association, the clergy
ouly meet.  In a consociation, the churches meet, by
their delegates, with the clergy.  The plan vommends
itself to the geod seuse of mast men. 1t has been at-
tended in uther places with many advantages, drawing
the hieurts of ministers and private christians more close-
}y wogetlier, and prompting them to greater union and
cltuit in building up the kingdom of Christ.  But as
this wrtempt was unpopular at the time, from the opera-.
tion of certain local causes, it did not receive the gener-
al approbatiun, even of the churches.  Ority about half’
of themn agreed to adopt it, and the subject was dropped,

For a view of the Congregational churches on the 1st
o[i ;Iannary lagt, the reader will consult the subjoined
table,
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T17501 621 106' 168

11744] 68| 131 199]

[1794] 25| 44, 69

|1766] 80| 126, 205

1768, 69, 125| 194|

1810, 53| 77, 130

1765, 63| 1371 200]

1709) 163, 245/ 408,

[1764. 166, 398, 063

_i_lTBﬁi ".’.BI 74| 102
17721 287 48 70

|1780, 137, 2.4 361]

i8S, 75

3 | g :.Eéi .

2 o - =

31§ is5is8
3 2 8 1300 125
1| 2, 8 60 10
0 3 20] 240, 60
3] 0] 17| 180] 25
1 2i 11 80| 80
, 2] 0, 30, ©
2| 0] 3 60, 0
2| 4L 26] 80
2| 8 1] 42 i
Bl 0, 17 §10] Zo
T 3] 26] 200] 20
Z| 3] 18] 90 10
a2 0 2[ 14 100] 20
8| 0| 21| 250 0
4| 7l 16,
1 0] 10/ 50, 0
o =4 0] of 3 60 30
B Bl 88 2300 10
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Lanesborough. {17641 38| 481 74 8} @ % 3 ) 0 2 ¥ 100] 30

Williamstewn, (1765 157, 269; 426 41 4. 8 47 120 1. 0; 383 315 0
Petu. j1780] 4B 63 n16. 4 6. A4) 8] & 0F 7] W& #5
Windsot. [1772 86 79 L4 10: 1. 11, B 2. 0l 4 6 301 ©
Hinsdale. |¥i®6; b8 91 134, 18 2, 20, 8 __ 1|0 6| 18; iv6, 18
Adams, {1827 10° 18 28, 1| 2} 8§ O i 6, 1 0. Gu#60-30
Savoy. [IST1. 18 38 b6 ©O; 0i 6 ©; 1 0] 0 11 0 25
Florida. f81al 8 120 15 0, 1) If 0 % 0] & 1| & o
26 Churchea. Total, 1646,2899/4545] 164 ba| 217{ 64! 108] 6 &3] {

L - ————— = = . —

Nore—The Sabbath Schoolsand Bible Classes are differently organized and in-

structed. Some churches have no Bible Class distinct from she Sabbath 8chool, In
Adams, the class is instructed by a Biblical lecture.

Lig!
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The Baptists have 20 churches, and 14 houeses for
ublic worship, besides a right in several union houser .
hey are Calvinistic in wentiment, and enjoy the servi-

ces of 7 settled pastors, and 4 or 5 ordained elders and
candidates, who preach in different churches for longer
or shorter periods. Formerly, some were connected
with the 8haftsbury, and some with the Westfield Asso-
ciation, and through those bodies with the Massachu-
setts Baptist Convention ; a few were unassociated. In
May, 1927, the Berkehife County Baptist Association
was formed, by delegates from ten chorches. It now
embraces [ourteen, though one of the churchesisat New
Lehanon Bprings, in the Btate of New York. To this
body laymen are sent us delegates, as well as clergy-
men. It holds one session annually in May, beside
which the ministers hoid quarterly meetings.

The following tuble will show when most of these chur-
ches were formed, and very nearly the present number
of members, The number of members is taken mostly
from the printed minutes of the second anniversary of
the Couuty Assoeiation, held in May of the current year,
and (rom the-notice of the Shafisbury Association in
the minutes of the Massachnsens Baptist Convention,
beld in October, 1828

Berkskire Association,

Churches. . Formed. No. of members.
Tyringhum and Lee, 1827 v
Randisfield, Ist church, 179 54
Becket, ’ 50
Pittsfield, 18(H 102
Laneshorough, 19189 as
Cheshire, 3d church, 1824 45
Williamstown, 1813 or 14 43
‘Windeor, 1823 55
Hinsdale, 1797 76
Adawms, Ist church, 1508 99

do. 24, 1526 b
Savoy, 1787 101
Florida, 1510 26

- ——78
Shafesbury Asseciation,
Aheflield, : 19
Egremont;, 1787 138

i3
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West Stockbridge, ebout 1792 42
Sandisfield, 2d church, 1783 124
: —-318
Unassociated,
Cheshire, 1st church, 1769 about 30
do. 2d, 17
Hancock, about 1763 about-30

The Episcopalians have four churches, four houses
Jor public worship, and three clergymen.

Present No. of

Churches. Inetituled, Communicants.

8§t James’ church, G. Barr., about 1760 about 100

'Prinity church, Lenox, about 1767 about 35

8t Luke’s church, Lianeshorough, 1767 about 50

Otis Episcopal church, 1828 9 ot
—1

The Methodisis, (who have six houses of worship,
and a right along with other denominations in several
more) are universally the followers of Wesley. Most
of themn are stil] Episcopal Methodists 3 though a few
years since, a minority here, as well as in other parts of
the country, withdrew from their brethren, and styled
themselves Reformed Methadists. The ground of sep-
aration was a difference of opinion in tegard to church
government and discipline, While they did not believe
that episcopacy was binding wpon them by the Serip-
tures, the Reformed Methodists complained ¢specially
of the power of excluding members from ithe churehes,
the power of excommuanication, possessed by circuit
preachera  They deemed this too enormous to be pla-
ced in the hands of individuals, even of ministers of the
gospel, as very liable to abuse, and as ofien greatly abu~
ged, as contrary to the gospel, and as opposed to the
great principles of onr free institutions,

Muost of the Methedist preachers are cireuit preachers,
and supply several churches in rotation.

There are portions of five circuits, belonging to the
Episcopal Mothodists in this County, viz : Salisbury,
Tyringham, Pittstield, Peteryburgh, and Leyden cir-
¢uits, connected with the Rhinebeck and Troy districts,
and the New York Conderence. In Pinsfield, and in
mome other places, they are numerous : classes exist in
the greater part ol the towos. Complete returns have
pot been received from all the circuits; but from the
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.statements of o number of the preachers who are now

Jabouring in them, the members in ail the classes in the
Connty must be from 3 1o 300,

The Reformed Methodists, according to the minutes
of the Eastern Conference, published in 15245, (_since
which they have not greaily varied,) have five societies
in the County, viz:

Sheffield Society, composed of 30 members,

Tyringham do. 15 L

Pitsfield do. 30 o

Cheshire do. 36 e

Savoy - do. 15 i
126

The Quakers and Shakers do not admit of any oute
ward ordinances. * The society of Quakers in Adoms
wag formed in 1780, and has about 30 families belong-
ingtoit” The Hancock society of Shakers contains
about 270 souls, and the Tyringham society about
100. :

While the nreceding denominations inclnde the great
mass of people in the County, it must he eonfceeed,
that individuals may be found in different places, who
do nothing for the support of the gospel; who rarely, if
ever, attend upon its institutions, and who would be
heathen, were it not that christians live abont them.
The lamentable sitvation of many persons of this des-
cription, may be traced to an abuse of the tax laws of
the Commonwealth, respecting the maintenance of reli-
gious worship, Unwilling to pay their propertion of
these tpxes, though bound to do it by civil and moral
obligations, or offended by something whith had occur-
red in the societies to which they belonged, they have
certificated (fom one denominatinn to another, but in
truth have joined none. The pride of sell-consistency,”
cotnbined with the causes now named, has kept them
from returning to the societies from which they have
withdrawn, and to others they bave felt little attachment.
Public worship has therefore becn gradually forsaken,
and fipally abandoned  and their children, in many in-
stauces, have grown up in ignorance and sin. I it be
right and expedient to place the support of the gospel on
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the vame ground of public good with the supportofschools
-and the support of government itself, and for civit ralers
to call upoo the people to pay for its support in proportion
to their property, or as thé Lord has prospered them,
then the laws of the Suate on this subject ought to be re-
~ vised, and so altered, that individuals, from the influ-
enne of mere selfishness, or sudden passion, shali not
evade them, and hring mischief upon themselves and
families, and upon community. Let all be taxed ac-
cording to their property, the law reserving to individu-
als the rizht of having it applied ta the support of preach-
ing in the denomination to which they belang, or which
they prefer, and in case of no preference, to the princi-
pal dencmination in the town, and they would be likely
1o attend upon preaching, {rom the influence of the
very consideration that they support it, i no other
should operate vpon them, The tax ueed not be pla-
ced so high as to preclude all contributions, where peo-
ple wish to make them § nor av as to interfere with the
different surns deemed suitable to be rised in different
places.

County Bgcieries. Revrciors axo Monavr.—The
Berkshire and Columbia Missionary Society was form-
ed Feh. 21. 1798, for the purnose of sei.diny the gospel
to new and desritute settlements in oor laod. and was
incorporated by the Legislatore of Massachuseus, Nov,
27, 1516,

This may now properly be considered as a soclety of
this County, because almost all its present members
live within our limits, It formerly had many suppor-
ters, as inight be suppused from its name. in the adjoin-
ing county of Columbia, in the Seate of New York, who
are npw throwing their contributions into the treasury of
benevoleut societies, more recently formed, within their
own baunds.  Aid was also obained finm some ather
parts of the country,

The funds of the Suciety from the beginning up to
A}, 1329, amount t5 813,776 (3. These have been
denwd -

From the annuities of members, %1 each, $2261 50
donriong of tndividuals, 79 15
~uhlic eontributions, 2018 41
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charitable societies, #2818 10
legacies, ' 1505 =0 -
profis on sale of Panoplist, 216 00
do. Vincent’s Catechism. 13 00
collections of missionaries, 3240 17

©f the donations, ten dollars a year, for thirteen sue-
cessive years, were received {rom a friend of missions
in Williamstown ; ten dollars a year, for four suceese-
ive years, from a female friend of missions in Catskill,
New Vork, and twenty at another time, (a8 was suppos-
£d,) fram the same individual, and one hundred dollars
from Mre. 8arah Taylor, of Upion, New York.

The contributions and donations of Charitable Soci-
eties were received {rom the following townas:

Coniributions. Dona. of €. 8. Toial,
#126

Sheffield, $103 22§23 37
Great Barrington, 2 10 210
Stockbridge, 124 22 33 38 758 60
West Btockbridge, 71 70 16 71 88 411
Tyringham, 17 77 4 00 an
New Mariborough, 101 67 151 86 253 53
. Bandisfield, 23 00 23 00
Becket, 97 70 425 101 95
(utis, 10 12 10 12
Richmond, 101 39 23777 339 16
‘Lenox, 186 86 92 00 278 86
Pittsfield, 443 20 443 20
Dalton, a7 0y 37
Washington, 14 78 48
Lee, 31 56 367 17 T8 73
Lianesborough, 55 18 37 05 92 23
Williamstowa, 35 00 168 50 203 50
Williams College, 20 00 20 00
‘Windsor, S 20 34 34 07 o 41
Hinsdale, 13 10 13 10
Hampshire and Hampden Countics, :
Goshen, 153 15 39
Middlefield, 144 49 17 &9 162 (08
Chester, B3 oY 53 97
State of New York.
Canaan, 98 21 98 21
Chatham, 50 91 30 00 80 91

13*
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Catskill, ®63 87 %203 51 &267 38
Greenville, 172 68 6 43 179 11
Ducham, 20 06 42 00 62 04
Kingsbhorough, 43 23 171 99 215 22
Spencertowi, 12 07 19 07
Green River, 36 16 36 16
Now Lebanon, a7 27 97
Hudson, 150 %35 150 75
Windham, 2373 23 18
Cairo, 69 50 69 50
Dethi, 500 - B
Walton, 33 25 a3
Lewis, 32 33 32
Aux. Miss. Sge. of Montgomery .

and Saratoga counties, 268 18 248
Cornwal!, Vermont, 62 54 62

Legacies.

From Rev, John Stevens, of New Marlboro’, #50

My, Benjamin Tobey, of Canaan, N. Y., 200

M. Joel Baldwiu, of Williamstown,
William Williams, Esq. of Dalion,
Woodbridge Little, Esq. of Piuafield,
Wiiliam lagersull, Esg. of Lee,
Ashbel Btrovg, of Piusfield,

Mr. Nathan Wright, of Middlefeld,
Rev. James Davis,

Some of the missionaries employed by the Society
bave labored siatedly in perticular places for several
months, and have not related minutely their services,
Where they have itinerated, they have given anaccount
of their services froin day to day. They have been en-
gaged by the week, and have labourcd in all 2013
weeks,  Deducting the stated labours, just mentioued,
they have preached 8382 sermons, attended 1333 con-
ferences, made 15050 family and G31 school visits,
formed 23 churches, Mud admitted, beside the admis-
sions when churches were formed, 231 persons into the
church, adininistered the Lovrd’s supper 196 times, and
baptized 104 persons, adults and infants. They have
plas atended many church meetings and funerals, dis-
tributed many religious books, procured by the Bociety,

BEZEIHSZE Rz BRE
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either by purchase or solicitation, and estahlished sever-
al charity libraries. .

The Bociety holds its annual meeting oo the third
Tuesday in September, at such place as is agreed upon
by the members, Besides mecting on this day, the
Trnstecs have a semi-annual meeting in April,

The operations of tha Seciewy have heen nerformed

enerally in the destitnte parts of' the Siate of New
%’ork. For several years past they have been dimin-
ished for the want of (unds, oceasioned by the rise of
other benevolent institutions. The Bociety, however,
richly deserves patronage, and it is hoped will be instrus
mental of aceomlishing much good heresfter.

The Berkslire Bible Society, auxiliarvy 10 the Amer-
ican Bible Society, was oruanized June 17, 1817, Ae-
eording to the constitution then adopted, the members
{at first 64 in number,) were to pay annually into the
treasury one dollar each and the money was to be ex-
pended. as {ar as necessary, inn the purchase of Bibles
for the supply of the nceessitous among ourselves and
on our borders, and the residne was to be transmitied an
a free donation to the parent institution. The condition
of membership was too high for the people at lavge, and
many sebscribers were nut obtained.  Those who sub-
scribed, being widely dispersed, but few attended the
anuiversaries, and little interest was felt, ccmpared with
the importance of the subjeet.  In order to raise the So-
siety, efforts were made in the winter of 1927-8, agrec-
ably to the recommendation of the Mavagers of the Na«
tional Society, to form Braneh Socivtios in the various
towns and parishes, of uch persots as shoeld be willing
to pay auy sum, more or less, far the Bible eause, whose
gr,esidwms and delegates should constitute the County

ociety, and whiel’ should have depositories of Bibles
amung themzelves, supplied by the County depasitory,
where the members might receive their subscriptions,
should they wizh it, in payt or in whole, and purchase
Bibies at cost, and wliece the poor might be gratuitously
supplied. A considerable nomber were formed, which
brought nearly 1{{(H} dollars inte the treasury in May
following., Ay this anniversarvy, the SBucicty voted to
conduct their proceedings in future upon the new plan
proposed by the Managers of the Naiional Bible Soci-



152 MISTORY OF BERRBHIRE.

ety. That their collections might notinterfere with the
collections for Foreign Missions, which are made in the
" apring, it wasalso voted at this ineeting that the anniver-
gary of the Saciety shallbe on the first Wednesday im-
mediately succeeding the first Sabbach in January.
This arrangement will doubtless prove, on the whole,
baneficial to the intereses of the Society. But it brought
the anniversary in January last sc near the anniversary
in 1823, that two Braucties, whose aid inay be confi-
dently expected in future, did not make any cotlection
for the occasion 3 and the collections of some others .
were diminished. Several new branches, hawever,
were formed, and the whole amount collected exceeded
1200 dollara. .

The whole sum collected by the Society, from its or-
anization up to Januar{ 7th, 1829, and on that day, is
3306 1:k; of which %1697 73 have been transmitted,

as a donation, to the National Society, and $215 24§
{including incidental expenses) have been paid for the
purchase of Bibles and Testaments for distribution in
the County. A smail balance remains in the treasury.

'The whole nnmber of Bibles and Testaments pur-
chased {rom the beginning, is 4137 ; the whole number
distributed up to this time, (July 24) is 3636, leaving
451 now on hand.

As it may be gratifying to know what the Branches
severally paid at the anniversaries in 1928 and 1529, the
subjoined table is given. A few Branches which did
not pay on the day, or near the day of the anniversa-
ries, may not be found on this list.

Branches. Sum in 1828, Do. 1828,
- Shefheld, ] 862 15
Egremont, 13 06
Stockhridge, 87 0l 90 64
do. . North Bociety, 54 52
Weat Stockbridge, 54 46 43 58
‘Tyringham South, 19 28
do. North, 11 56
New Mariborough, N. Parish, 16 92 31 34
do. South, 30 00
Bandisfield, g 45 3
Becket, 10 00 34 22
Otis, . 39 80 36 12
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Richmond, 270 51 w50 40
Lenox, 161 62 100 00
Piusfield, 143 18 205 66
Datton, . 3 60 21 00
Waslington, - 15 03
Lee, ' 81 &3 109 31
Lanesborough Con. Society, 11 &7 48 00
do. Episcopsl, 21 29
Williamstown, 24 40

Peru, 97 21
Windsor, 73 41 56 48
Hinsdale, 81 6} 43 €5
Bavoy, 35 12
1075 16 1204 06

This @ociety, il duly sustained by different dengmin-
ations of Cirristians, will accomplish much good. 1t is
a matter of convenience 10 bave a deposit of Bibles of
dillerent sizes and types, in every town and pasisl.
These are vold at cost, and lower than they ean be af
forded by individuals and private companics.  Pesides,
the js'an ;lrnpt wed by the National Society, if faithiudly
proscented, fand to be faithfully prosecutcd, it must be
aided by s various auxiliarics, la: rrey and ciatier, ) rre-
mises the best results to our conniry ard o the woyld,

T'he araiersaries are held o Levox,

The County Edwcation Society (ur aiding indigent
pious yorng men in their edecatian, preparatory for the
ministry was fomud July 6, 1218, The annnal meet-
ing is at Lenex. o the thizd Wednes ddv of Ay, liis
auxiliavy 10 the American Education Society, to which
its fands frave heen transmitred.  These have been de-
vived from the following sources, viz :

From tlt: arnuities of inewnbers, a doltar each, 345 00

life wwembers, 250 0
students m Williiuns College, 41 50
ni oged tody in Richmnnd, 340 00

a p-rson unknow i avails of ernamentssold, 11 GO,
legacy feom the Rev, idaniel Collins, of
Lenctborungh, 5 00
gontributions itow churches, congregations
and societies in several towus, vin:
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Btockbridge, $159 98

Sandistield, B 19

Otis, 8 37

Lenox, 53 13 .

Piusfield, 535 40 1363 07

Lee, 3566 39

Laneshorough, 47 80

Peru, 73 81

divers individuals and places, mostly -
small sums, 134 74

2208 31

Bince' the Society has Leen in operatioo, individuale
and associntions in various paris of the County, whose
liberulity does ot agpear in this account, have aided
youih of the above description with money, beard, and
articles of clothing and furniture. '

At the last anniversary of the Society, a committee
was appointed to devisc ways and means for establish-
ing a wchool in the County, on the saine general prinei-
ples with the school at Whitesborough, in the State of
New Yaork, in which indigent young men of pions char«
acter and Gair promise, especially such as shall have the
ministry of the gospel in view, shall have an oppartuni-
ty to support themnschves by labouring on & farm, or &t
some mechanic art, certain hours daily, while proseeun-
“ting their studius, to fit themselves fur eollege, or for en-
trance upon buziness for life, should not some or other
of the learmed professions be contemplated. In the
opivion of many judicious and pious men, it is better
for the individuals themselves ond for the cause of reli-
gion, to place indigent youth in circumstances 1o support
thetnselves, than to underiake to aid them- by donations
or loans of monecy.

The Berkshire Missionary Society, auxitiary to the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-

-sinns, waa formed at Pigsiteld, June 15, 1825, by dele-
gates from tlie town associations, which had been formed
the preceding winter and apring, by Mr, tieo. Cowles,
an agent of the Board. For many years previcus,
some individuals and churches had comributed liberally
-0t the support of missions abread. It the hope of ob-
mining statcd and generous contributions from the

B
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ehurches at large, the associations were established. In
most of the towns there are both male and female asso-
ciations, which make separute contributions yearly.
The County Suciety, comnposed of delegates froin the
male associations, meets vn the second day ol the June
gession of the Berkshire Association of Congregational
Ministers, that is, on the Wednesday following the sec-
oud Tuesday in this month. It meets of course where
the Association meets.  In connection with the contribu-
tions of the associations, the donatdons olindividuats, and
of some other benevolent societies, collections at the
monihly concert, &c., are sometimes given. In the ta-
ble which f{ollows, the sums trom these soorces, where
tbey have been given, are put together, uoder the con-
tributions of the male and female associations.

1825. | 1826 1827. 1_828.\ 1824,

Sheflield M. A, 852 351 $40 Ouj K47 00| $57 26) 41 44
do. F. A. 73 08) 60 OY 68 44| 68 08 46 96
olther con. 22 0| 28 26 26,

Lgremont. 10 87 10 27 6 62 6 B2 (i3]
14 10| 12 4491 12 42 4 26 B 92

Grect Barrington 38 00| 17 78; 22 62| 28 13 23 00
87 00| 35 13 32 34 30 75| 40 00

TN 2 42
Stockbridge. 29 25; 45 18] b4 68 41 93| 47 64
b1 B9; 43 2] b3 31| &8 3b6] B2 &b
10

do. . Bociety. 80 22| 19 09 23 76] 18 02| %1 20
22 80| 14 23] 13 95 11 30| 1857
783 4 09
W Etockbridge [con. 21 40} 16 58] 15 B6
Tyringh: .. South. 18 F 12 62| 15 12| 10 B4[ 6 B9
856 12 80 96| 24 88 28 46 1. 20
N. Murlhoro® N. P, 86 00; 12 00] 42 10, 24 84/ 27 61
84 00] 19 00 40 76, 29 25! U4 6«4

do. South 14 92 *

8 20 ™n 2 32

150 379

Sandisfield. A4 70; 33 80| 23 00: 48 15] 28 45

62 69} 45 80| 98 26! 41 08} 44

: | 125

Bedket. 17 0 i 28" 11 10 14 O
£1 00f 12 R0| 16 92 T4 86] 14 80
Otie. 19 00 B ex ;26 50 787 998
19 34 3 7 1% 13| 34 10

mchmond.} ’ s gl 1 86 .0 18 80 14
- - 81 #6{ B4 G0, 22 00 22 O
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1826 1826 1_8.'7.7. 1823, [ 1829,
Tenox. $79 26} $867 3614103 52] $51 03] &5 93
60 801 51 80y Ti 95| 42 46| 41 25
22 ™) 8 45 12 g0 10} 59 25
Pittsfield. 98 25{ 103 04| TG 8% t41 O V4 26
61 93 &% 0:| 92 T0; 132 B9 &n B2
- g5 43 90 64} 72 16
Dalton. 11 72| 18 19 23 31
82 97 27 35 21 75 }25 50 24 37
1
Washmglon.} 20 i 2 22
Lee. 99 78| T4 42| BT 90| E6 36; 96 84
T3 84 41 22| BY 61 46 18] 50 Op
Lapesborough. 11 37 20 bn| 22 13| I5 881 27 07
23 ¥o| 14 47 30 00| 1Y 83 25 37
B 67
Williamatown. 58 20| 82 oy V1 69| B7 25| A3 5B
T2 41| 76 2| V5 42 B5 03 B2 26

15 8| 13 00| 28 50| 28 00

Peru. 48 28| 45 09| 53 00| 62 93] 238 61
1 22867 18 04| 26 vo| 26 10 256 31

Windsor, 53 Q7| 47 50; 6L 46, B4 00| 44 0O
E1 83| 53 0uj B4 00) 51 007 44 OO

Hinzdale. 49 16| 61 1x| 60 00l 46 017 47 25
41 €2| 16 R7| 39 18| 28 36} 30 07

Coil. st anciversary, 41 261 40 5 R2

1747 B2J1478 16l1916 23|2009 ~1]1544 0]

Ded. »d notes. dis. F7 00 15 O 175 b a0 312
'T730 B211463 30!i844 48] . 084 L1[154C¢ 96

e cra L e iown

At the anniversary in 1823, the members greatly re-
gietted that the collections of the associations fell short
of what they were the year preceding. To remedy the
wvil, the coliection stated, was obtained on the spot. At

, the tast anniversary, the occasion for regret was greater 3
and it became a matter of inquiry and discussion what
should be done. In the result, the Society voted ;

That they would use all lawful measures to persuade
the members of the associations to double their sub-
acriptions the next year; particalarly to persuade all
professors of religion, male and female, to contribute to
the glorious object of spreading the gospel through the
world. .

On the 24th of April, 1828, the orghnization of the
Berkehire Cazmty Sabbath School Union, auxiliary te
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the Massachusetts Sebbath School Union, tack place
nt Lenox. The objects stated in the constitution are,
to promote the estublishment of subbath sehool associa-
tiens in all the towns and parishes in the County ; to
open new and increasc the existing schools within the
limiws of the Coupty ; to open an easy channel of com-
munication with all the schools in the conpection, by
which improvements in the mode of teaching, and al}
the advantages suggested by experience, may be spee-
dily and simultaneousty introduced ; to furnish desti-
tute schools with a smail library, when the funds of the
Union or the circumsiances of the schools shall justify
suclt a méasure ; to stimulate and encourage the {riends
and patrons of sabbath schools in the instruction of the
ignorant; to correspond with the Massachusetts Subbath
School Union in Bostown, and to transmit ite surpius
funds to that institution.

The Society held its first anviversary at Lenox, on
the 20tl: of May last. Hitherto it has done little more
than to send out cominittees 10 visit the sabbath schools
in the County, Should snitable mewsures be adopzed,
it may be iustrumental of mach good to the rising gen-
eration, and to the community at large. For although

sabbath schools now exist in nearly all our towns and pa- .

rishes, and are patronized by different dencminations of
Christians ; although they are furnished, innany in-
ptances, and perhaps in all, with libraries, larger or
amalter, and are exerting a happy influence, there is no
douht that the number of scholars may be greatly in-
creased, and the instruction rendered much more thor-
ough and useful. The condition of merbership is, the
contribution of something annually 10 its fuuds. Five
dollars, contributed at one time, constitntes the contrib-
utor a member (or life.

On the 25th of June laat, the Arxiliary Union of Berk-
shire County for prumoting the observanceof the Chris-

tian Sabbath, to be connecied with the General Union.

formed 1n the city of New York in 18283 and the Berk-
shire Temperance Soctety, auxiliary (o the American
Temperance Buciety, were nrganized at Levox, Thus
recently organized, nothing can be said of their proceed-
-ings ; but a vast field of usefulness is opened Lefore
them.

e
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The sabbath is prokably observed as generally and
as faithfully in Berkshire, as in almost any other part
of the ecuntry, But still a lamentable departure is ob-

-servahle here from the exemplary conduct of our fath-
ers, and a grea‘er one [rom the strictncas and holiness
prescribed in the word of God.  Aside froim the neglect
of the institutions of public worsliip, churgeable on no
inconsiderable number, maoy persons do not seruple to

- trave]l on the Lord’s day, when, in their judgment,
either convenience or interest require it. Some here
and others there, drive loaded teains back apd forth to
the market towns an the Hudson, and scarcely a finger
i raised to punish the ecormity. Though post-oftices
arc not often opened, and stages do not often travel, yet
we are [ar [rom being seeure from evils from these quar-
ters, unless the public mind can be aroused to the duty
and importance of sanctifying the Sabbath.  The great
meaus which the Society proposes to employ fur eflfect-
ing their design, are ; the influence of personal exam-
ple, of motal snasien, with arguinents drawn from the
oracles of God, from the existing laws of our country,
appeals to the conseiences and hearts of men, and fer-
vent supplications to the Lord of the Sabbath. The
people at large need 1o be shown that the best interests
of individuals, temporal and spiritual, of families and
commutitics, are connected with remembering the sab-
bath-day, and keeping it holy.

The subject of temperance has excited much attention
in this County, as well as in other parts of the country,
{or ontz or two years past. Several spirited and popu-
lar puhlications on the subject have been extensively
circulated, addresses, resolutions and ancedutes have
heen sentabroad in the weekly papers 5 the clergy have
preached and exhorted, and followed iheir instructions
with a currespondent example; the members of the bar
have resolved to abstain [rom the use of spiritnous li-
quors 3 the Medical Society have protested against
thein ; associations have been formed in many places
for promoting temperance ; some merchants have aban-
doned all truffic in intoxicating liquors, and others re-
fuse to sel} them in those small quantities in which they
are morc generally purchased by tipplers aud drunk-
ards; farmera,’manufacturers and mechanics, nota few,
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tarry ouall their busingus without them ; some mifitary
companies have agreed to dispense with them on days
of parade and revicw ; and very generally an important
reformation is begun.  In the County at large, the con-
sumption of spirits has been greatly reduced, and many
thousands of duliars have been saved [rom vice to be
applied to uselul purposes, while the happincss of fam-
iltes and the good order of neighborhocds have been
exceedingly promoted, Still the puhlic are not ade-
quately awake to the importance of this subject ; the
necessity of beiug femperate in all things, to advance
our ownt happiness to the greatest possible degree, and
especially to gain 2 sure title to an incorruptible crown,
is mot felt as it should be ; we have not suflicient abhor-
rence of intemperanee in all its stages, nor a [ull view
of its deleterious consequences oo every thing good in
this world, aud on the iminortal hopes of man. Very
few fully understand how much of the pauperism they are
taxed to support, is owing to this sin, nor how many of
the destitute who are hanging upon them now for help,
and are caodidates for the poor-house, are dependent
from the influence of the same iniquity. The Tempe-
rance Society have a great work before them; and it
eoncerns them to enter upon iv in good earnest, and to
prosecute it by timely and judicious measures to its
consummation. The reformation which is begun, must
be extended. Public opinion must be rnused more and
more into action by inoral and religious considerations.
Every ineansof instruction and every vehicle of infor-
mation must be made to bear on the subject. And if
drunkards after all, will, in maost instances, persist in
their iniquity, and go down to destruction, yet one and
another of these wretched creatures may be snaiched as
brands from the burning; and it is not too much o
hope that the great mass of .community, especially the
rising generation, may be secured both from the guilt
and the consequencen of intemperance.

From whbat has been stated, it appears that a share of
the Christian benevolence and enterprize which distin-
guish the present age, exist in this County. And yet
thesc statenents give an imperfect view of the subject.
Several charitable associations of more limited extent
than those which have been nawned, exist among us,

-
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A small Bible Society has existed several -years in the
town of Great Barrington. The Baptists and Episco-
palians, while they unite with the Congregationalists in
supporting the County Bible Society, contribute for the
support of missions and other benevolent objects in
connection with their own dencminations in other parts
of the country. The Methodists also contribute to the
circulation of the Bible, and for other objecta, accor-
ding to the plan adopted by the Methedists generally in
the United States. The Quakers and Shakers have
the same character with us that they have elsewhere,
for liberality to the poor and distressed. .
Nor is there any danger that charitable efforts will
impoverish us as a people. No facts exist that justify
the apprehension. There is that scaftereth’ and yet
sncreaseth, and there is that withholdeth more than is
meet and it {endeth to poverty. Individuals habitually
engaged in doing good, are olten signally blessed of
God. Those churches and congregations which do the
most for spreading the gospel, are (ar more prosperous
than others. Our charities ought to b? more abundant,
. for our own present well-being, as weli 38 for advancing
the kingdom of God, The principles of religion and 1}1&
signs of the times demand that they should be in-
creased. -

Revivars or Revicion.—Berkshire has been great-
ly blessed hy effusions of the Holy Spirit, Priortothe .
period in which revivals beeame frequent in the coun-
try, several towns were visited by these effugjoris.. foF
thirty or forty years past, most of the towns, and p.er—
haps all, to some degrce, have been vizited, and many”
of them repeatedly. ~SBometimes the inhabitants of one
place, and sometimes the inhabitants of several contls
guous places have enjoyed together a refreshing from
the presence of the Lord. T 1821, about midsummer,
a cloud of mercy spread over a large portion of the
Counry, and a multitade of souls, as far s man can
Judge, were made meet fos the kingdum of God : and
again in the close of 1926 and beginning of 1527, all
the congregational, and some churches of other denume
inations, were broaghi into a state of deep solemnity
and of humble and garnest prayer, and hundreds of
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niuners were renewed in the apivit and temper of their
minds. The far greater proportion of menbers now in
the churches, whether learned or unlearaed, in the high-
er or lnwer walks of life, date back their hopes to these
visitations of mercy ; and so far as they exemplify the
religion of the gospel, bear testimony to their genuine-
ness and value,

"It cannot indeed be pretended that ail who were sol-
eranized and convicted in these seasons, who enters
tained hopes, and even made a profession of Cheistian-
ity, became converts. 'This is mnre than cap be alfrm-
ed of rthe revivals which took place under the immedi-
ate ministry of Christ and his apostles, But that the
great body who were believed by ministers and the
more intelligent christians at the time, to have been
converted, and who were received into the churches,
have conducted in such a manner as to be entitled 1o
charity, cannot be fairly questioned. Many have given
the most decisive proofs of piety Ly their devotion to
the service of God. by abounding in faith and in good
warks, in the various relations and departments of life,
Bame have already passed calmly and triumphantly
through the valley of the shadow gf death, trusting in
their divine and biessed Redeemer.

Nor ean it be pretended that all the inhabitants have
been perfegtly pleased with these revivals. All were
not pleased with the revivals recorded in the New Tess
tament,. Some who Jaid claim to superior talents, to
high sanctity, to a thorough acqnaintance with the Berips
tures, and who even ministered at the atrar, found lrult
with them, and vilified and persecuted those under
whose instrumentality they were produced and extend-
ed. Nevenheless the Lord owned them. Most per-
sons in this Counry have acknowledged revivals to be
the wark of God. Such haa been the awe upon their
own minds, that few have dared at the time openly to op-
pore them, .

It has been supposed that great cantion should be
used in the admission of persons to the church, who
obtain their hopes in the time of a revival. This is une
doubtedly true ; and great cantion should be used in ad-
mitting them where they obtain their hopes singly and
alone. Neither the suhjiazts nor the ehurch are bene»
- L
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fitted by hasty admissions. The difference between o
solitary conversion and a revival, lies in this: in the
f'ormer case, a single individual is brougllt 0 repen-
tance, faith and new obedience ; and in the latter, a
number living contiguunsly are brought te these duties
about the same titne. None ever repent and believe the
gospel, unless their minds arc drawn intensely towards
their personal and everlasting conecerns.  The prayers
of the publican aad prodigal prove this, and many other
facts in the Seriptures. In this excited and anxious
state, unless the best instructions are given, there is |
danger that the movements of the animal passiuns will
be mistaken for the operations of grace. But it remains
vet to be proved that the subjects of revivals have not as
gencm‘!) as others adorned religion iu their lives. * The
celebrated William Ward, of Serampore, when in this
country a few ycars since, made diligent inquiry con-
cerning the subjeets of revivals, and learned from the
best sources of informatipn, that they very generally
live according to the gospel. Can more than this be
affirmed of those who are taken, one of a city, and two
of a family, and brought to Zion 2 Another gentle-
man of sterling piety and good sense, who has been more
conversant with revivals than any other man living, and
who has been in the habit of comparing the fives of the
subjects of revivals with those of persons visibly con-
verted at other times, gives it as his decided opinion,
that the former have outshined the latter. “ If genu-
ine religion,” says he, ¢ is not found in revivals, I have
no evidenee that it exists in our world.”

The great means, under which revivals have begun
and spread in this County (as is true elsewhere,) has
been the clear, faithfu! preaching of the word, especially
of the leading truths of the gospel. Connected with
this, the Lord has owued and blessed the confessions
and supplieations of his choreh, social meetings for eon-
ference and prayer, the visitation of familtes by minis-
ters and private christians, and the expostulations of
good men, like those of Philip with Nuthanie!.

The successive revivala will constitute a pruminent
and interesting article in the history of the towns.
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Epuvcarion, Schnoors, Acapemizs, &c.-—The judi-
cious laws of the Commonwealth have made abundant
provision for the education of children in the primary
and higher schools. These laws have to a greut de-
gree been observed through this County.  The towns
are uniformly divided into school districts, 225 in ali,
in cach of which is one common school, and in several,
where the population is dense, mnre than onc, in whieh
the children are taught for several months of every vear
by instructers paid from money raised by a tax for this
purpose, Nlost districts employ male instructors for 4
Tew months in the winter or cold season of the year, and
female in the summer. In this system arc two evils -
too little regard, in some instances, to the qualifications !
of the teachers, literary and religions, and too little mo-
ney raised for their support. To remedy the latter
evil, the children of the more wealthy are educated an-
other portion of the year at schoole supperted by sub-
seription.  To alleviate the foriner, in part, in many of
the towns, one or more select schools are supported
where some children cnjoy better advantages for in-
struction. Higher schools, approaching the character
of regular academies, are supported by individuals in
some of the towns, perbaps in all the principal ones.
Many of the clergy have been in the habit of giving in-
struction to a sclect class in the languuges.

In 1827, the Berkshire County School Society was
formed, for the purpose of impruvieg our common
gchools. It is unspeakably desirable that this laudable
design should be accomplished.

At Lenox is an incorporated Acadeiny, which bhas
long sustained “a very respectable standing. The in-
struction has generally been judicious and thurough. It
was incorporated by the name of Berkebire Academy,
in February, 1503 ; but the name was changed to that
of Lenoz Academy, in June following.

* In Pitsfield is a Female Academy, incorporated in
1807 3 which commenced its operations on a new and
improved plan, Aprii 20, 1827, and promises 10 rank
with the best institutions of the kind. It is placed un-
der the superintendence of a gentleman, assisted by nc-
vomplished female teachers. Instruction is to be given
‘in all the substantial as well as clegant branches of fe-
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male education. Provision is made for the boardiug
and particular care of young ladies (rom abroad in the
Scarinary, aind with the family of the Prineipal. Be-
gidea the large schooi-room in the lower part of the
building formerly used by the second Cougregationat
Church for the worship of Gud, there has been erected
a large brick building of three sturies, for the use of the
Priocipal and the boarding deparunent; containing also
convenient rooms for etudy.

‘Fhe Berkshire Gymnasium, established in thia town,
has been in operation nearly two years, thoogh not in-
carporated untii the comnmencement of the preseat year,
For the accwmnmodation of teachers and pupils, three
large and elegaut brick buildings have been erected, on
the ground form:ily occupied as a cantomient by the
government of the United 3rates, A view of these is
presented in the accompanying plate.  This school is
under the superintendence of Prof. C, Dewey, awsisted
by teachers in the usual English branches of educasion,
Mathewaticks, Philosophy, Greok and Latin, and the
modern languages. It is cunducted on the general plan
of the Gymnrasia of Europe, and it is designed to ena-
Lle the pupil to obtain a more coinplete cducation in a
shorter time, by employing more teachers and more
honrs in atudy ; and by various ex~reises for the body,
to give strength and firmness to the constitution, and
elasticiry and energy to the mind; and by particular
watchfiilness and attention to morals and manners and
religinns duties, to form the pupils to a high and noble
character, and the perforinance of the great duties of
this acsive and interesting age. It has been so far suc-
cessful in its operations. It educates lads and young
‘men of lair character, and prepares youth for college
or for husiness,

In 1823 an Academy was incorporated in Wiiliams-
town; and in the same year, another was incorporated
in Stockbridge. Though the latter has not gone into
operation under the incorporation, a school of the na-
ture of an Academy has existed in that town for the
most part for several yearr

Williasns College, in Williamstown, was incorporated
June 22, 1793, and held its first commencement in
1796, on the first Wednesday in Septemnber, which ia
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#till its anniversary. It was thus called, in honour of
Col. Eplyaim Williamy, a pative of Newtown, now
Newton, near Boston, and eldast son of Col. Ephraim
Wiliiams, who afterwards was one of the first settlers of
Stockbridge, and a justice of the Court of Cotnmon
Pleas in the county of Hammpshire,

Col. Williams, the younger, ed for a number of years
a seafaring life; but was induced to relinquish it by the
persuasion of his father. In his severyl voyazes to Eu-
rope, in which he visited England, Spain, and Holland,
Lie acquired graceful monners, and a considerable siock
of useful knowledge. Io the war between England and
France, which continned from 1744 to 1748, he distin-
guished himself as commander of « company«n the ur-
my raised in New England for the Canada service,
After the peace, lie retired a while to Hatficld, but was
soon appointed commander of the Jine of Massachu-
setts forts on the west side of Connceticut river, and
resided principally at Fort Massachuseus, which stoud
not far from the north-easters end of Saddle mountain,
on the north berder of the Hoosic, in the vdge of Adamas,
three and an half miles from Willlamstawn.  Under
the protection of this fort, and a smal! one in Willizme-
town, which stood a lew rods north-west of the present
site of the meeting liouse, the settlers in this section of
the County began their improvements.  Col. Williams,
who owned considerable fand amorg them, was much
conversant with them. witnessed their dangers, diffieul-
ties and hardships, and for the purpose.of enconraging
thew, intisnated an intention of doing someihiug liberal
and handsome for them at a future time, In the sceend
Freuch war, in 1755, he was colone! of a regimenit, and
was ordered to join Gen. Johnsou at the noth, On
his wav o that station, on the 22d of July in that ycar,
he made his will at Albany. On the marmning of the
8th of September following, he was ordered wut at the
head of =z scouting party, 1200 strong, avd vwas shot
through the head by an ambush party of Freuch and
Indians, near French mountain, a linde eust of that
poutr of Lake George on which Fort George was uilt
&n 1759, in the 424 year of his ege.  Ilis detacliment
returied 1o the main army, which the same day obiain-
¢d a mamorable victory overthe enetny,
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In his persun he was large and fuli, easy in his ad:
dreas, :mé Measing aud cunciliating ir his manners.
He was brave and skitful as an officer, and much be-
luved by his soldiers. He was employed in advancing
1he semlements in some of the towns in the Cuuney, and
lrad an wvuoommon share of influcnce at the (ieneral
Court.  Ile had also a2 taste for books, and olien regret-
ted hiz waut of a liheral education ; a circumstance
witich may bave dictased the provision iu hia will,

In this, after several bequests to his relatives and
friends, e direeted, © that the remainder of his land
should be sold, at the discretion ol his executors, with-
in five years after an established peace; and that the
interest'of_the monies arising {rom the sale, aud also
the interest of his notes and bonds, should be applied
to the support of o Free School, in a township west of
Fort Alassachuscis, forever; provided said township
fall withio Mawssachusetts, upon running the line be-
tween Mussachusetts und New York, and provided the
eaid township, when incorporated shall be called Wil-
ltamstown :* otherwise it was to be applied to certain
other pious, and charitalle uses, Both of these con-
dilions ook place.

The executors of the will sold the land agreeably to
the directions of the testator, and by their provident
and fuithful management the (und was annually increas-
ed. In the year 1785, they applied to the General
Court for an wet to enable them to carry into eflect the
henevolent intention of the testator ; and ao act was
nccordingly passed, incorporating a I'ree School in
Williunziown. Nine gentlemen were appointed trus-
125 Qf the fund and of the scliool, viz ; William Will-
inms of Dalon, Theodore Sedpwick, Woodbridge Li:-
tle, Juhn Bacon, Thompson Joseph Skinner, Esquires,
the Reverend 8aoth Swift and Dauiel Colling, Mr. Is-
rac!l Jones and Mr. David Noble, who voted in 1733 10
crect a bailding for its use. The Legislature granted
them a jottery, which yielded about $3300, the inhab-
itants of the town raised by subscription 82000 more
towards the building, and in 1790, the brick edifice
(now the west college} waa built on the middle emi-
ucnce in the principal street, 32 feet long, 42 broad,
four etories, containing 23 rooms and a small chapel,
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The expense of the building was about $11,700, and the |
funds then remainiug at interest amounted to about the
same sam. ) -
The school was opened in October, 1791, under Mr.
Ebenezer Fitch, a native of Canterbury, Conn., who
had been a wtor at Yale College, It consisted of two
departments, an Academy or gramemar school, and an
English free school 5 and under the direction of this
gentleman, immediately became prosperous. A con-
siderable number of students resorted to it (rom Mas-
sachusetts, and the neighbouring States, and even from
Causada. Upon the desire of the people of Williams-
town and others, and to effect more perfectly the object
ol the donor, the Legislaiore, in June, 1793, erected
this mto a college, and accompanied the charter with a
grant of $4000. The trustees of the original school,
together with 'Henrfv: Van Schauck, Esq., of’ Piusfield,
Elijah Williams, Esq., of Deerfield, and the Rev.
.Btephen Weat, were constituted trustees of the Col-
lege. In the charter it was provided ihat the trustees
might be seventeen iu numaber, (of whom the President
ez officio is one,) that they wight il their own vacan-
cies, and hold property, the annual income of which
sha!l amount to §20,000. Mr. Fiwch, now the Rev. Dr.
Fiwch, was elecied President, and the college begen ite
operations in Uctober of this year, by the admission of
three sipall classes.  The English free school wae dis-
continued, but the Academy continued for some years
in conneetion with the College. In 1794, ‘2 lot was
purchased and a house built for the President, which
together cost §2400, In January, 1798, the Legisla-
ture granted to the President and Trustees, two town-
ships of land in the district of Maine, which were sold
in May fur about 310,000; which, with a conwiderable
sum bewides, were applied in 1797 and 8 to Luild the
eavt college. This etands an the castern emitucnce in
the principal street, about 60 roda [rom the other col-
lege, on the south side of the road. This is nlso of
brick, 104 feet long, 23 broad, four stories, containiog
32 suites of reoms.  Both colleges (ront'the east

T'wo townships have siuce been graoted to the Col-
Jege, and =old fess advanmageounly. The College also
received [rom the Commonwealth three thousand dols
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lars anunually for ten years, begiuning with 1814 ; the
interest of one fourth of which ($750V) is applied annu-
ally tu the payment ol the bills of such students as need
assisiauce. W oodbridge Little, E«q., of Pitstield, one
of the tirst trusteey, made a donetion of $2500 in 1811,
aud rajsed the sum to near $5700, at the time of his
death, inJune, 1813 ; the interest of which is applied
alse to assist young men imtended for the Christian
miuistry,  In 1820, more than 817,500 were added to
the fuuds of the College by 4 subsenptivn 5 and in 1626
£25,000 inore were raised in the same manner, for the
establishment of a new prolessorship, and the erection
of a uew chapel. In the summer of 1828, the chapel
was erected, and on the 2d of Beptember dedicated to
the service ot God. It is of Drick, stands on the oppo-
site side of the roud from the east college, facing the
souih, 93 [vet long, 33 wide, and threc stories high. It
contaius, besides the lurge and convenient room for the
chaps], a chemicai laboratory, lecture rooimns, apariments
for the philosophical epparatus, the mineralogical col-
lection, the libraries, the meetings of the wwustecs, &c.®
In addition to the buildings already mentioned, the cor-
povation own a house and lot, designed for the accem-
modation of one of the professors, and a right in the
meeting hovse.

'I'he {ast property of the College, with the library,
apparatus, and cabinet of miuerals, has cost about
& 21,000, and the productive tund is $66,000,

The Cnliege Library is a choice selection of books,
amouuting to litte mure than 2000 volumes. The li-
brary of the swudents, called the Adelphic Union Li-
brary ; the library of the Thevlogicul Society, and a
coli ctivn of class books, callvd ihe Frarklin Library,
fcr he immediate use of the 'indigent stodents, amount
to about hall that number.

* It was intended that a drawing of the College buildings should
have heen inserted here; but 29 the Committee was proceeding to
roak imguiries on the subject, it was found that s genilemm at
the east had engaged to take a lithographiv priot of them, cn a
sccl~ too large for this work; and it was decined not advjsable to
be at Lhe expense of another engrav ng, e:pecially as those who
sbouid wish for it, might ensily supply themselves with the larger
priot.
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The philosophical and chemical apparatus, though
smali, is well selected,

The immediate instruction and government of the
College is placed in the President, Professors and Tu-

. tors, who compnse the Faculty. Besides the President

and Tutors, there is estabiished a professorship of Di-
vinity. of Law, of Moral Philosophy and Rhetoric, of
Maihematies and Natural Philosophy, of Chemistry
and Natural History, and of' Languages, and a lecture-
shipy of Apatomy, 'There was formerly a professorship
of the Freneh Language. _

The terms of admission and the course of instruction
are the same substantially as in the other New England
colleges.

Presidents of the College,

Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, 8. 1. 1, from 1794 to 1815
Rev. Zephaniah 8wifi Moore, 3. T.D., 1815 1821

Rev. Edward Dorr Griftin, 8, T. D, 1821

Vice- Presidents. '
Rev. Stephen West, 3. T. D, 1793 1912
Rev. Alvan Hyde, 8.T. D., 1812

rrovEscors— Theology,
Rev. Zephaniah Swift Muore, & T. D, 18156 1521

Rev. Edward Dorr Griffin, 8. T. D, 1821
Lﬂw.
Hon. Paniel Dewey, 1512 1818
Moral Philosophy-and Rhetoric.

William Augustns Porter, ) 1827
Mathematics and Naiural Philosophy.
Gamaliet 8mith Olds, from 1806 to 1508
Chester Dewey, A. A, 8;, Lecturer on ' .
' Chemistry, 1810 1827

Sylivester Hovey, 1627
Frenck Language.
Yamuel McKay, 1796 1799
’ Larguages.
Ebenezer Kellogg, 1815

Boon aiter his resignation in September, 1815, Pres-
ident Fitch became the minister of the Presbyterian

15
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church and society in West Bloomfield, N. Y., where
he stitl resides.

President Moore, upon his resignation in Sept. 1821,
became the President of the Collegiate Institution at
Amherse, now Amherst College. He died June 30,
1823, in the 53d year of hisage. He was a pative of
Patmer, and a graduate of Darunouth College; studied
theotogy with Dr. Charles Backus, of Soners, Conn,
and was settled as pastor of the church in Lieicester from
17938 to 1811 ; during a part of which time he was the
principal preceptor in Leicester Academy. From the
time of his leaving Loicester. untid hiv inauguration as
President of Williams College. he was Professor of
Languages in the eollege at Hanover. He was a sound
classical scholar, had a verv happy taleat both in in-
structing and governing youth, und possessed great
moral worth. A memoir of him was published in the
Christian Spectator, in the mumber for Scptember,

- 1823, .

The number of graduates from the College is about
700, of whom ahout 200 have entered into the ministry
of the gospel. Many have gone into the professions of
law and physic. Though the College has suffered in
point of numbers by the repeated etforis to remove it
to the region of Connecticut river, it has on the whole
been prospered, and has accomplished much good for
the church of God and for the world. The number of
undergraduatea foy several years has varied from 80 1o
120. Among those who have exertcd a powerfu} influ-
ence in the hencvolent operations of this period, ma
be mentioned the names of the Rev. S8amuel John Mills,
the active friend of oppressed Africa ; and of the Rev,
Gordon Hall, late missionary at Bombay., Othera
have also filled and are occupying imponant missjonary
st?tions 3+ and many are filling important officea in civil
life.

With this College, the Berkshire Medical Institution
at Pittsfield is connected. This war ircorporated in
June, 1823, .

Prior to this, and other similar establishmentsin our
eountry, young men, aiter going through an-Academic
or Collegiate course, were prepared for the practice of
physic by studying for a time with some private practi-
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Eing physician. The late Dr. Erastus Sargeant, of
SBtockbridge, fitted 1wany for their profession. ~ A con-
siderable number were instrueted by some other physt-
cians of emineuce in the County.

In January, 1737, several physicians in Berksbire
formed a Medical Asseciation, * for the purpose of
observing and communicating those things which might
ke for the improvement of the art of physic, and of en-
couraging a spicit of union among the faculty, and of
rendering it the more respectable.” This association
held its last meeting in June, 1596.

I 1820, the Massachusetts Medical Society for
the District of B:rkshire, was formed. It consists of
all the fellows of the Generat or State SBociety, and all
such licegtiates of the (zeneral or District Societies as
regide i1 the County.  ‘The Society has an annual meet-
ing in May, and a semi-annval meeting in Cctober,
Censoys are appointed in the County by the parent So-
ciety. or rather by the Councillors of the State Society,

. whose business it is to examine candidates for the pro-
fession, and whose approbation is indispensable, that
they may practice physic, and cellect debts for medical
sersices, aecording to the laws of the Commonwealth.

T'he reader will find a list of the physielans in the
history of the several towns.

_ The Berkshire Medical Institution is managed by its
owi Board of Trustees ; but the degree of Doctor of
Meodicine is conferred upon its alumni by the President
of Williams College, cither at the annual Commence-
ment of she Medical Institution, vn the last Thursday
in December, or at the Commencement of Williama
College.  'The Medical Tnstitution has a course of med-
ical lectures, beginuing on 1he first Thureday in Sep-
tetnber and continuing fifteen weeks to its Commence-
ment, It has also ¢ Reading ‘Cerm lor resident stu-
dents, with recitations, and demonstrations from the
vesident DProfessors, whicl cotninences on the first
Wedoesday in March, and exeepting a vacation of two
weeks in May. continues to the last Wednesday in Au-
gust.  This Mcudiral Institution has received the confi-
dence of thi: pullic bevond most of the similar institn-
tions nf the same age.  Beginning in the year 1522 with
a class of about 25, it roon had a class of nore than lﬂ‘:
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attending the Lectures. The course of instruction is
extensive, judscious, and practical. Great efforts and
sacrifices have been made on the pars of the Professors
to make the eourse of instruction very complete. The’
reading term i3 of great consequence to the medical stu-
dent. The recifations demand an autention which; is
Bot comunonly required i the method of medical educa~ -
sion, and the demonstrations both give and apply facili-
ties and experience-and tact,

The Medica! Faculty is composed of a

Professor of Anatomy and Physiology,

s Theory and Practice of Physic,

4 Theoretical and Practical Surgery,
i Materia Medica and Obstetrics,
o Medical Jurisprudence,

" Chemistry, Dotany, Mineralogy, and

Natural Philosoply.*

Two edifices belong to the Berkshire Medical Insti-
tation. The one js a large building of tiree vtories, for
rooms znd a boarding establishiment.  Another large
building contains several rooms [or stpdents, besides a
laboratory, lecture room, anatoinical theatre, with a
finc skylight, a room for the cabinet of preparations
and wax imitations, and another for the cabinet of min-
erals and collection of suhjects of naturnl history.
There isa Liyceum of Natusral History connected with
the Institution, and forined by its trustees, according to
the act of the Liegislature. At thic commencement of®
the Tustitution, uhout 33000 were raised by subseription,
and $5000 were subsequently given to it by the Legis-
lature, '

* It is worthy of serious consideration whether the employment
of a clergyman of the right character as to tzlents, wisdom and pie-
ty, during term-time, wauld pot add to the usefuluess ol the in-
stitution: one who should conduct a devotional exercise with the
students at n atated hour morning and evening, who shouid give
a caurse of Biblical leetuzes who should peint out the infnite |
importance of piety to them, not only as men, but as persons de-
signed for a public profession, that they mighs be iike Luke the
deloved physician, and other physicians of biessed mewary; snd
who should by arguinent, anecdote, and exhortation, occasionaily
puhlished in the papers, call the attention of Christians to the
great duty of prayiog particularly for Medical Institutions.
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Besides these tneans of education, a considerable
mumnber of vouth of both sexes,"and especially of females,
are annually sent (rom the County to some of the acade-
mies or higher schools in the cities, or other places, for
" the perfection of their education. By an examination

of the eatalogues of several Colleges, it appears that
more than thirty young men from this County are an-
nually receiving a public education at some of the Col-
leges, This fact, while it shows the attention to educa-
tion, proves that the College in the County dock not
receive all that patronage which it merits, and which the
good of the County requires.

The establisliment of fibraries in many towus, has
been another important meaas of diffusing knowledge.
Many of these libraries have indced been divided among
the nroprietors, since the greater multiplieation of
books, and especially of periodical works. The con-
sequenee is, that while there is more reading than for-
merly, there is far less readiog of the substantial authors
iu the English language. The subjeet of town libraries
demands new attention, Though there are many diffi-
chilties in carrying into eflect the measures which are in
this way designed for the public good of Lhe people, itis
not a point to be doubted, that the good to be eflected
by sueh libraries demands and authorizes much sacri-
fice and large expenditwres of patienee and perseve-
rance on the part of the more affluent and influential.
‘The influence in elevating the charaeter of the people
has been the more fully proved in those places where
the object has recejved the most and the longest con-
tinuned attention. .

The first printing eflice eatablished in the County was
-at Btockbidge, and the paper then issued was calied
_ the Western Star. This paper (weekly) commenced

in the autumn of 1788. It has been continued with lit-
tle interroption. For some years it haa been calied
the Berkshire Star.  In 1523 jt was removed to Lenox,
aud printed as the Berkshire Star and County Repub-
lican,

The Sun was commenced a few years later at Pitts-
field, and has continued to the present ume. Arnother
weekly paper was printed for several years at Pittsfield
and then discontinued.

15+
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In 1826, the Berkshire American was commenced at
Pittsiicid; and in Feb. 1827 was removed to the N. Vil-
lage in Adams. The Argus soon succeeded the Amer-
ican at iusfield. : .

The American Advecate, another weekly paper, was
issued from the press Aprit 12th, 1827, at Williams-
town. This paper is designed to e employed in part
for the difusion of religious intelligence.

At no period, probably, have greater efforts been
made to enlighten the people gencrally than at the pre-
sen’. Ler the citizens increase these eflorts till educa-
tion aud iwtelligence are brought to the lowest indivi-
dual. Rarely is the person to be found, who was born
and bred in the Couvnty, who cannot read, and write, at
least his own name ; let the time be seen when ali can
read and write, so far as the business of life requires.

GENERAL CHARACTER oF THE PEorLE,— IMPROVE-
MeEnT IN MavNers—Amvszaents.—In view of facts
already stated, this County may be regarded as eompo-
wed of a very intelligent and moral, and, relatively con-
sidered, religious population. The literary and pious
institutions and customs of our (athers have sent down
a Dblesseit influence, which has reacbed until the
present time, notwithstanding the evil moral tendency
of the Revolutionary war and Shaya insurrection, the
party politics that have sometimes raged, and other un-
happy eventa. Our scattered settlements and genera)
empluyments are favorableto good morals. The repeat-
ed revivals, affecting many of the influential men & fami-
lies, and very rhany of the substantial yeomanry, have
had a mighty and most beneficial effect upon the whole
community. The distributien of tracts, and various
literary and religious publicdtions, is producing great .
improvement among persona of all ages ; while sabbath
schools, with their libraries, are. accomnplishing -the
greatest blessings for the young. Benevolent exer-
tions by their re-action, are doing immense good among
ourselves,

The operation of these and other causes has produ-
ced a conmiderable change in various particulars. Works
on inlidelity, or of an irreligious and immoral tendency,
whiclh were ouee abundant, have become very rare
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among the people. The character of the books read
by children aud youh has been changed within a lew
years grealy fur the benter. The velger and barba-
rous practices ol hurse-rucivg, coch-tighting, and box-
ing, never prevalent in the Connty, have become nearly
extinct, The dregs of scciety alone think of the mo
last with auy (avor, ard ihe first is scarcely thought re-
putable in the bewer pare of society. (ambling, once
prevalent among a purtion of the citizens, is rarely
known, and wlen practised, is wade literally, as it 1s
morally, a work of darkness.

Dancing, though still a fushionable amusement; is
less general, while dalfs are conducied on better prin-
ciples. 'The lateness of the hour o which they are gen-
erally continued, and the exposure of the health, espe-
cially of the fenales, still mmake them no inconsiderable
evils. ere religious evemng meetings to be thus pro-
tracted, even without the exposure of health, they would
receive very general reprobation.  The grand objeetion
to this amusement, however, is its known tendency to
dissipate thenind, and unfit it for scrious reflection,

The shooting of turkeys, &c., as an amusenient, ts
eontinued in sonie places, and attended with some dis-
order and with the brutalizing of the feelings of those
who allow themselves in the cruel and barbarous indul-
gence, -

The progress of more enlightened principles and
the influenee of moral causes, are diminishing the evil
praciices, and preparing men for the higher object of
acting consistently with their rational natures,

The days regarded by many of the people as seas-
ons of amusement and relaxation, are the day of the
Election of the Governor, the anniversary of our In- -
dependence, the General Training, the Caule show
and Fair of the Agricultural Society, and to some ex-
tent, the day foliowing the anuual Thanksgiying.—
Christmus is rarely ohserved, exeept by thuse who are
Episcopalians, as it is a point generaily considered as
settled, that the day on which our saviour was bornt can
not be ascertained. The day of the New Year re-
ceives somue attenticu—but the people are more in the
habit of extending their ** complimenis” through the
several seasons thao of confining them to any particu-
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larone. To a certain portiou of scciety, the exhibitions
at the academies ov higher schools, and the amnuat
commencement of the College, afford an opportunity
for relaxation and literary intercourse and amusement,

Playing at ball, in its variety of games, is practiscd
occasionally by many, The game of ball, called wicket,
has been one of great intcrest in some parts of the
County, enlisting the feelings and rousing the efiorts off
the old and young. Wrestling is rare as an amuse-
ment.  Fishiug and hunting - ve fullowed by all whose
taste ar pursuils allow them the indunigence.

Comeanative Ratasue Prareaty or TuE Towxs
—TrapE—Baxxks, &c. The ratable property of the
County, on page 14th of this work, according to returns
made in 1322, is stated to be $316,671. Agreeably to
the valuation then made, the towns rauk as {otlows, be-
ginning with the highest, viz ; Puustield, Shefiield,
Williamstown, (reat Barrington, Sandisfield, Adams,
Lanesghorough, Stockbridge, Cheshire, New-Marlbo-
rongh, Lepox, Richmond, Lee, Hanenck, Tyringharm,
Becket, West Stocklridge, Dalton, Windsor, Hinsdale,
Peru, Egremont, Otis, Alford, Washington, Savey, N
Ashford, Mt. Washington, Flonda, Clarkshurg. ?lrta-
field is assesaed at $29.852 77, and Clarkshurg at 81218
63. The average asscssment of the townsis 10,555 70,

The trade of thc towns does not correspond entirely
with their ratable nor real property. uch depends
upou individual enterprise, the possession of water pri-
vileges, and various other circumstances. Asa general
fact, the towns on the Housatonic and Hoosic do tho
moct business. A little trade is carried on with Hart-
ford, and gome other towns on Connecticut river, and a
little with Boston. But the far greater portion of the
trade is with the city of New-York, and the cities of
Troy, Alhany, and Hudsen.  The last mentioned mar-
kets are only about thirty miles {rom the principal
towns in Berkshire.

Among the articles carried to market are butter,
cheese. pork, lard, ham, beef (rarely,) leather, pota-
toes, onions, apples, poultry, rye, oats, beans, indian
corn, flaxseed, barrels, staves and heading, pails and the
like, timber for cabinct work, boards, plank, shingles,



" MATEABLE PROPERTY—TRADE—HANKE. 1%%

potachies, essence of peppermint, ale, eottun and wool-
len goods, wnarble in immense quaniities, lime, iren,
hats, waol, &¢, .

More wheat is probably brought into the County than
is carried out of it—also of iron, hats, d&e  Other arti-
cles introduced into the County are tuo commaon to need
notice, '

It is impossible to state precise!y the amount of arti-
cles, cither In quantity or value, which are carried vear-
ly from the County, and ofthose lilicwise whigh are jn-
troduced into it.  An artempt was made u few yeark
since to aseertain the amount in tons of the exports and
imports to and from Albuny, Hudson, Trey, and Hart-
ford. Returns were made from 21 towus, and the re-
sult was a total of 18,475 tons, I we suppose the
towns (roin which returns were not received, viz: [Piis-
field, Richmond, Hauncock, Windsor, Florida, New
Ashford, Alford, and Mount Washington, to have a
propertenal share of trade, thie total will Le 25,183
tons, and 1he exports and imports, omitting fractions,
will stand as follows:

Exports of produce, 8355 tonw,
Do. of manufuctures, w210 ¢
Imports of merchandize, {or con-
stmption, a0 v

Do, raw mazerials fur manufactures, 2091+

The Berkshire Dank, ip Pitsfield. wos incorperated
in 1806, and failed in 1808, The Agricuitural Bank,
located in the same mwn, was incorporaied in Febriary
1818, witha capital of $100,000, and is in srceossful
operation. . -

"The Housatonic Bark, in Stockbrides, was incorps-
vated in 1525, It has a capital of 100,000, and pos,
sesses the confidence of the pulilic.

A charter for unother bank, with the same eapital,
to be located in the Novth VYillage of Adams, was

vanted in 1823, This has not commenced operations.

These banks scem to be important fram the increas-
jeg attention to manulacturcs. In the course of busi-
ness, individuals will be supplied from some_hnnk‘;
and the profit, whatever it may be, is now retained in
uig County. At the same time, the citizens canu:ct be
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too fully aware of the danger arising frotn the multipli-
cation of these institutions.  The =uhject is an vid one,
indecd 3 but the dangeris renewed from day ta day. It
is ot the borrewers of money, as a general fact, upon
whow the cosnery ean depend 3 but dependence must
be placed upen the substantial and independent farmer,
mechunic, and labourer.  Morfgage is certain to prove
in the general, what the word significs, a death-gage to
the property upon which it is fastened, and to the pros-
peri'y of the man who allows it 10 be fastened upou his
estate.

Escrarions—Corovren PoruLation—For fifly
vears. the emigrations fram this County bave been al-
mnst perpetaal. 'The people moved at first chiefly o0
Yermont, and then to the State of New York, About

Y783, a company in Berkshire purchased ten townships

zhant Chenango river, called the Chenango purchase,
Bany families vemoved from the County to those town-
ships, one of which bears its name. Some have remo-
ved to Pennsylvania, to Ohio, Michigan, and various
other parts of the United S:ates; and some have re-
moved to Capada, and become subjects of the British
government. Formerlv but few coloured persons were
found in the County. A considerable number have
come intoe it froiu the adjoining parts of the State of
New Yuork, where slavery was continusd until 1827.
Bome cam- 1o escape from servitude, and others be-
cause they hnd become free, and wished to teave the
land where slavery existed at all.  Many of the blacks
are respectable inhabitauts, possessed of some educa-
tion and same property ; some are admitted to all the
rights of freemen, and to all the privileges of the church.
A large part of thein, however, are idle, ignorant, poor,
and vicious. Their situation demands the attention of
the benevolent, ‘I'he improvement of the free colowred
populution of our country ought to proceed vqually with
the grand eort to abolish slavery entirely. To these
sons of Africa the whites owe an immense debt 3 and
every proper mmeasure should be adopted to hmprove
their education and morals, to make them religious, re-
=pectable, and happy. 'I%E‘ most carclul and coustant

. attention shouid be paid to their ehitdie. : let them ens
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joy all the benefits of the district end sahbath schools.
Evdty town, is deeply interested in ancliorating their
condition.

Sueporr oF TeE Poon.—The number of paupers
is considerable in every town, apd will continually in-
crease, unless by existing, or some other efforts, the
progress o intemperance +hall be stayed. While some
are uuavoidably and innocently destitute and depend-
ent; the situation of most of thewn is clearly owing to in-
temperance and its kindved vices,

The expeuse of the poor in some instances will be
given in the history of the towns. Tt is already great.
In several towns they are supported at the sum offered
by the towest bidder,  This sceins to be an objectiona-
ble method ; and yet many respectable men are of the
opinion that the peor are made as comfortable in this
way as inany other which has heen tried, while the ex-
pense is much less.

Tu what way econowmny and kindness can he most ef:
fectually united in the support of the poor is a question
difficult to be settled. While none should be left toal-
solute sullering, those should be furnished with the
greatest portion of comforts, wha are poor by the mere
act of Providence, and not fromn folly end vice. Every
one zhould be employed in some business suited to hig
capacity and strength, Al should be favoured with re-
ligious Daoks and counscl, and placed where, if in
health, they ean attend the public warship of God.

Disgasgs.—The discases are generally of the acute
kind., Bilious fever, fecer and ague, typhus flever,
croup, inflammation af the brain, peripneumony, dysen-
tery, cholie, &c. Besides these theumatism in several
forms, jaundiee, dyspepsia among those of sedentary
hahits, are often seen; gout, very rarely ; eonsumption
frequent. _ _

In the summer and autumn of 1796, the dysentery
and hilious remitting lever, then called pond fevem from
its supposed origin in the miasma of a mill pond,
(known at that time as Hubbard’s mill pond,) rear the
centre of the town, was very fatal in Sheflield, In the
early pant of (he season the dum was raised a foot or a
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foot and an half, and the banks of the pond and stream,
then covered with vegetation, were overlowed. The
geasonl was uncommonly hot, and heavy rains fell at in-
tervals of 15 and 20 days, by which the water was sue-
cessively raised, and then lowcred by the letting off of
the water at the mills. The sigckness hegan in July,
and continued and increased umil the occurrence of
frosts in Octobery during which about- sixty persous
died. The peaple who suflercd, were within a mile and
a quarter of the pond, on the plain, and in the neigh-
borho .d about the meeting-house. Those sullzred the
most who were nearest 1o the water. - In other parts of
the town, the inhahitanis were healthy, few dying ex-
cepting such as had resided in the infected district.
The dam has sinee been lowcred, by an adjudication of
the courts, and no similar calamity bas eccurred.

In 1802, the cgrker-rask was very fatal in Williams-
town3 and bilious fever prevailed there extensively in
188, hut was rarely fatal.

Iu 1314, the spetted fever was an alarming disorder
in the north part of the County. This disease swopt
away many in all parts of the County about that time.
No one disease has prevatled over the County at the
same time.

The meazles and whooping cough walk their usuat
rounds.

The srall pox has not been known in the Connty
for many years, Many of the inhabitants have been
vaccinated. It is a surprizing fact, however, that so
few avail themselves of this protection; and an alarm-
ing consideration, that in view of the fancied security,
the inhubitants are most extensively cxposed to the
ravages of this terrible disease, whenever it shall he .
suffered by divine providenee to make its appearance.
In such a ease, it will be the more widely scattered, and
prove the more fatal, hecause the physicians have been
50 logg unacquainted with it, and so many of them have -
never seen it at all.  The occurrence of the disease in
severd parts of the country, and the ravages it has
made, have placed the stamp of reality on the truth just
expressed, aud render a more general practice of vace
@inaiion the intereat and duty of all who place a just
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estimate upon humar life, and the preservation of the
lives of their own families and friends.

In the history of som * uf the tawns, bills of mortality
will be given; [rom which it will appear, that many
among us die at an advaaced age, and tha: Berhshire
must be coasidered as a healtlry portion of the eo.niry.

CumMaTe—MereoroLosv.—The climate js salubri-
ous and healthful. "The mean temperature of the year
is about 46 deg. Farenheit. On the more elevated dis-
trices it is nearly a degree less, and in the lower towns
it is a little greater, Situated on the west side of the
range of the Green mountains, it is less ath:ci+d by the
north-east winds and stormis, and the disagreeable easts
erly wind= which arc so much {elt and cowmplained of
along the shore of the Atlantic and the interior of New
Eugland 1o Conneciicut river. Owing to the situation .
of the mountains in the northern part of the County,
the: winds are very rarely frgin the north-east, and such
witds are of short duration throngh the County 3 and
from the direction of he Taconie range, very litile west
wind is noticed.  The principul winds are from the
north-west, [romn the south-west, from the south, and
south-east, The wind is from the north-west through
the duy sbout 13) days in the year. These winds are
egel, and dry, «nd tnvigorating. The proportion of
winds fram the four pringipal divections, are, onan ave-
rage of lour yeurs, nearly in the (o!lowing prorortions,
viz : north--est 600 ; south-west 1035 south 158, and
pouth-east 103. Idew or [rost, showing the nuber of
clear and still nights, ncenra ubout 120 mornings annu-
ally. The mean quaniity of water talling annually at
‘Williams College for eight years, was about 34 inches,
and is probably about the mean quantity which falls an-
nuelly im the County. To this shoald be added for dew
three or four inches.

The guantity of anow would seem to be less than fell
in the eurly settlement of the County. The probabili-
1y is that il the same quantiry of snow falls on an ave-
rage, less sleighing would be the consequence, lor two
reasons, depending upon the more extensive eultivation
of the country, viz : that it would be more blown from:-
the roads in an open countlr? and be more easily melt-



32 HISTORY 'OF BERKSHIRE.

‘ed than in the woods. Add to these considerations the
probability that the accounts of the great quantity of
snow arve those of the fall of great quantities in some
perticular years. It is eertain that occasionally the
streams and lakes and bays of the Northern Siates are
frozen in the manner mentioned by our fathers, and the
country covered 1o a great depth with enow aud for ma-
ny weeks. There is little evidence that the winters
were uniformly severe,

The hard winter of 1780 is a maiter of frequent re-
mark among the oldest population. Tha great snow
storm and abundant snow of 1804 arve well remember-
ed. On the 20th of March of that yesr, the sleighing
was good, even through the lower parts of the County ;
the roads in many places so filled with snow, that'the
travelling was through the fieldi. _

In 1810, an excessively severe storm and a most vio-
fent wind extended over the country. The change in
the weather occurred in this County between 6 and 7
o’clock, P. M., and was followed the next day by #hat
has been appropriately and emphatically cailed the cold
Friday.

On Sept. 22d and 234, 1815, occurred a memorable
atorm of wind and rain over the Atlantic Siates, in which
the salt water of the ocean was in some iustances hlown
thirty miles from the ocean, destroying the foliage of
trees, and giving to vegetation the appearance of having
suffered from a eevere (rost, This storm was severe in
this County.

The cold spring and summer of 1816 will not scon
be forgotten. Frosis occurred several times in each even
of the summer months. The fnliage was killed by frost
inr June over a considerable portion of the higher landa,
go that for a few days the woods appeared to bave suf-
fered from fire. Suow fell on the 6th of Jure, and on
the mountain towns, as Cheshire, Peru, Windsor, the
snow was blown sbout as in winter, and traveliers suf-
fered from the severity of the stormi. Ice was formed
in' many places o the thickness of window glass. Un
June 8th and 11th, the frost was severe. Vegetables in
gardens were generaily destroyed.  Indian corn was cut
down to the ground by the frost in mnnyzglaces H
though it soon came forward again. In Aug. ‘Zih, the
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frost killed many fields of Indian corn on the low
gronuds.  Though rye, wheat, &c., came to maturity,
and the crops were pretty abundant, but little Indian
eorn ripened in the County, The greater purtion was
saved by cutting it up at the roots, and by placing it
in an upright position, leaving it to ripen upon the jui-
ees of the stalk alone, M -

Jan. 17, 1817, there waa a remarkable thunder show,
er, which extended frum Quebec to Georgia, and was at.
tended with rain or snow atdifferent places. The lightning
was frequent and brilliant, and during the fall of snow,
the efectric fluid appearcd .on animals, bushes, fences,
and inen, in the form of bright points, or as an auroral
" cloud of light. It was observed in Richmond, Will-
jamstown, and other places. The following spring,
vegetables suffered considerably from the cut.worm ;-
but much less than in various other parts of the coun-
try. .
l'yFor snme years past there has been little steighing,
During the winter (1826 and 1827,) the snow was most
abundant. Great snows fell at several times. The
sleighing, except so far as the roads were blocked up
by =oow, was excellent, from the 23d of December,
Only slight raioa or thaws occurred, none of which effect-
ed more than the seitling of the snow. The streams,
however, did not becomne unusually low. The snow
was thought by many to be in the woods about four
feet deep. It was probably ahout 3 feet deep. It is
rarely, by actual measurement, more than two-thirds or
three-fourths of the supposed depth.

Although strong winds are not uncommon, it is rare
that much damage is done by them in this County, even
in the most violent thuoder storms.  Tornadoes are not
corntnon, and have always been of very limited extent,
In 1809, a tormado, extending about hall’ a mile in
width and perhaps two in length, prostrated some of the
orchards and snme buildings about a mile south of the
meeting-house in Stockbridge. A few years after, a
violent whirlwind fell upon a small gorlion of West
Stockbridge, passed in its course over Stockbridge aud
Lee, but tao elevated to aflect trees and buildings, and
spent its violenee on a hiil in BDecket,
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The temperature is several times below zero, Fur
during winter. On two or three days it does not pass,
or pass but little above zero. It is sometimes as low
as 16° ar even 23° below zero. In summer, it is on.
serveral days above 9% though it rarely exceeds 959 |

The summer of 1525 hyd many very warm daye.
The summer of 1625 was llowever the hottest that lias
eccurred for many years. The following winter was the
eoldest (or a long tiime. The formation of ice in mills
and fuctories was a greatand long continued injury this
winter. The mean tempeiature of Junuary, 1827, was
16939 Far, which was colder than any January in the
last twelve years. The following results from observas
tions made at Williams College three times a day, viz.
at geven A M., and at fwo and wine P. M., the mean
of which i3 ascertained to be very near the mcan tem-
perature of the day, will show about the mean temper-
ature of the County at the imes mentioned.  The va-
riation above or below the mean, is placed next the
mean temperature of the several mouths for eleven
years next preceding 1827,

Jan, |Va|| Feb. Va\ Mar.|Va

Mean 22,01(5,5!|23.61(7,5!131.06/4,5

May. June, | Juty, I Aug,
5620|40 €6.33(4,5 IU23[05 67,2512,5
Sept.| || Oct | Nos. t Dec.

60. 03|6 0/147,0713.51136,6113,51126,9313,0

On an averuge, January is the coldest, and July the
bortest month.  The coldest month was Februvary,
1718, when the mean temperature was fot severa) days
below zero, a1d the lowest—2295, Feb. 11, on Wednes-
day. February, 1817, was also ap exceedingly cold
month 3 colder than any January, and but little less
than that of Feb. 1318, ~Indeed some of the da)e were
thraugh the day considerably colder.

Feb. 1823, waz unifornly a cold month, even coldep
than any preceding January ; although the coldest dayg
accrreed in January.

The hottest weather in the above years was

July, 1320, the mean temperatre being 75%10

July, 1‘53.) the mean tempevature was 74,94

Are. 1926, do. 69,01
.Aug, 1629 do. 63,99

1April.iVa
143,53(4,5
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The mean temp. of the Winter monthsis 24,05

i Spring “ 43.59
i Summer ¥ 68,27
& Autumn ¢ 47,90 .
The greatest cold ever observed 93 0
at Williams College, was - et/
The greatest heat (in the shade,) 102,0

Tu this case, it is probable that the teinperature wag .
increased by reflected heat.

In preat rains, the quantity of water varies from one
dnch to § 1-2 inch in 24 hours ; sometimes there falls
water in about the same time to the depthof 2 or 2 1-2
inches. The greatest rain observed in the eleven years,

. fell io July 26 and 27, 1819, to the depth of 3.65 inches.
Tt is common, indeed, for the peaple to remark that the
rain falls to the depth of five or six inches ; but for sev-
-eral years it was never fourd by the rain-guage to fail
to the depth of three inches in a day. Indeed aw inun-
dation could scarcely fail 1o follow rain to this depih.
As the water, which should fall equably three inches
.deep over a township six miles square, would fll a ca-
nal 40 feet wide, four feet deep, and 297 miles in length,
Such a rain must be rare in this country.

In 1784, the bursting of a cloud, as it is familiarly
called bzr the comimon people, took place on the weat
side of Saddle mountzir, in what is called the Hopper,
‘Much rain had fallen for several days, and the ground
"had becoine very soft. Atlength a cloud burst, or-pour-
€d forth a great quantity of rain ; the earth, trees, and
Joose rocks were swept down the.mountain fTom an ele-
sation of about 1 feet, and a sudden deluge took
place along the narrow valley at the bottom of the Hop-
per, and one house was swept away, the family havin
escaped. Owing to the opening between the hills, call-
ed the Hopper, heavy clouds are drawn by the wind
against the west side of Graylock, many hundred feet
helow the summit, and are slowly raised over the.inoun-
tain, often presenting the appearance ol great difficulty
in rising the steep ascent These clouds, from the ac-
tion of eleetricity, attraction, condensation, or some un-
known cause in the atmosphere, pour down themselves
in a violent shower, When the rain is sudden and very

. great, it is called the bwlsét’.ng of a cloud. This phes
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nomenon frequently oceurs on Saddle mountain. 'In
August, 1823, one oceurred, by which the rocks and
trees were earcied down from an elevation of about
1604 feet, till the mass came to the dense woods tow-
ards the boettom of the Hopper, through which it foreed
a passage of a rod in width along a hellow, bearing
awav the largest trees in its course. At a distance, this
passage looks like a road cut throngh a forest.

To those who have lived in a level conntry, the lying
of the clouds along the mountains, far below their sum-
nits, or with these summits projecting above thermn, and
presenting an endless diversity of form and evlour, is a
scere of high imerest and much sublimity. 'To the
bardy inbabitant this unvarying drapery of the moun-
tains is ton common to attract atiention. The eye of
taste, however, loves to lasten its gare on these endless
changes of form aod hue, The moderate elevation of
smost clouds, is apparent from the fact, that those clouds
which in the vallies appear to be relatively bigh in the
atmosphrre, touch Saddle mountain, Taconic mountain,
and other high puints, several hundred fect below the
summit  The writer was once near the summit of Ta-
eonic mountain in a heavy thunder shower—the cloud
rested on the mountain—for a few moments the dark-
ness was appalling—ard the streams of {ightning seem.
ed 10 be close at hand.

The distincwness with whieh the line of congelation
1 marked in the colder inonths along the mountains, is
another interesting phenomenon. ‘FThe trees are cov-
ered with ice from their summits downwards to a dis-
tance varying sccording to circurnstunces, and the line
at which the ice terminates, now far down the side of
the higher hills, now near the summit of the luwer, and
not touching those still lower, affen ertends for miles
apparently on a herizontal line. 'The gray-white dress
of the trees above the line, gives to the hills a majesre
and venerabie appearance. This phenomenon oeeurs
under two opposite conditions. In awtumn, or the be-
ginniog of winter, when 1he lower stratum of air is the
warmer, rain falls in the vallies, but is frozeo on the
frees along the higher parts of the hills 5 and thus the
kine of congelation is distinetly drawn, The other case
eccura in winter, when the lower strutum of air is the
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- solder, and the warmer air from the south or aouth-east
pours down its vapour in the vallies, and in ran or
slect on the hills, which is {rozen at a certain elevation,
and the line of congelation made as perfect and dis-
“tinct as before. This gray covering of the trees, seen
in the clear rays of the sun, and its limit so accurately
defined, and often continuing for days, is a magniticent
spectacle, and ever admired by thoese in whum familiar-
ity has not destroyed the interest, or taste for the beau-
tiful ceascd w: operate, -

When the hills and vallies are covered with ice, and
a warmer temperature follows, the ice disappears in the
vallies, and the Jine of congelation gradually ascends
the hills, in the same distibctness, though not so regu-
larly marked.

The progress of vegetation up the mountains in the
spring, is alse an interesting prospect. The expansion
of the blossoms and folisge of the earlier trevs takes
place over the vallies to the foot of the hills, while their

-sides and tops present all the appearance, exeept that
of snow, of winter scenery, The advance of the foli-
age up the movntains is clearly marked frotn day to
day, althvugh ten or twelve days will elapse before the
tops of the highest manifes: that the spring has returned,

-and *¢ the time of the singing birds is eome,”” When ve-
getation is delayed from the coldness of the season, the
puddenness with which it advances up the hilla on the
more rapid increase of heat, is still more delightful.
The progress is now rapid ; and a broad zone of green
is extended each day along and up the hills, presenting o
much of the magnificence of a rorthern summer. Al
natore seems lubouring with her highest energies to
show forth to wondering man the beauty and riches
which the God of providence has in his bounty and
-mercy prepared for his creatures.

Rerurn or Sprine.—The return of spring, compa-
red with other places, inay be judged ot by the usual
time of the flowering of the folluwing plants in the val-
leys ar:d wanmer parts of the County. The position of
hiils and +he difierent exposure of plants, and the na-
ture of the eoil, afects the time of their fewering cor-
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siderably, Thus the vegetation is a week earlier in the
wmore favourable parts of the valley of Williamstown,
than in the broader valley of the Mousatoric, twenty
miles further south. The lollowing plants flower nearly
at the same time through the vallies. For the purpose
of enabling the reader to make the comparison for one
year, {and the relative times will be neayly the same)
the following table exhibits the time of fluweriug i the
spring of 1817, ac several distant places. The times at
ail the places, exeept the one in this County, arc taken
from the paper of Dr. Bigelow on this subject, in the
Memoirs of the American Academy, vol..iv. pairt 1.



GOMPARATIVE TIME OF FLOWERING OF SEVERAL PLANTS IN THE SPRING OF 1317

Willtams-, Bruosw’k , Montrea), Philadel-
town. | Muine. | Conada. | Boston. { Albany. [New York| phia
Clayronia Spatalata. Spring Beanty.’ Ap. 18 May | Ap, 200 Ap. 10
Tussilago farfara. Garden colts'-foot. 19
Ulmus americana. Eln. 21] May &) May 10] Ap. 20 Ap. 11 .
fulva. Slippery elm. 22 g
Pothns feetida. Skunk cabbage. 22 Mar. 13 4
Acer rubram. Soft maple. 92 April 28] May 5] Ap. 22 Ap. 11 Ap. 10 4
saccharinum. Sagar maple. 22 “
Sanguinaria canadensis. Blooil-ruot. 22 May 1 Ap. 28 Ap. 26 15 o
Hepatica triloba  Liverwort. 23 20| Ap. 17 6§ T
Cultha palustris. Cowslip. -7 May 15| May% » Ap. 16 22 3
Alnis serrulata. Biack alder. 241 May 3 Mar. B84 Z
Erythronium americanum. Addertongue 26 May 14| May 9 Ap. 15 Ap l4- %
Leontodan taraxacun. Diulelion. 30 May 12 15 4 ag -
Anemone nemorosa. Anemnne. May 2 & 2 19 15
Aroria botryzpium. Shud-Anwer. 2 g 26
Fragaria virginica. Strawberry. 6 15 8
VUvularia perfoliata. Bell-wort. 3 16 13
Aquilegia canrdensis. Colambina, 10 1
Pyrus malus. Apple. 15 29 25 18 15 4 20
[ . B il
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By an attention to this table, it is evident ‘that the
flowering of the sume plants takes place in the lower
parte of the County only a very litite Jater thanr at Al-
bany and Baoston. It is probable that the time is a lit-
tle later than appears from this table, from rhe particu-
lar and earty examinations foi lowers in Williamasrown
-in the spring of 1817, It is certain at least that the lj-
‘luc, apple, aud some others, fluwer earlier at A'hany
than in this County, as a general fact. The wifluence
of the oceau and of south winds, is felt sooner and
more powerfully shan i® our hill eountry. The same
is true ol the erops 5 thetime of harvest s a little ear~
lier on the same parallel of tutitade on the Hudson than
in this County 3 and is a little earlier also in the viein-
ity of Bosion. Thedifference is not however so great,
as some reasons might lead us ro anticipate.

(izorosy..—The rocks in Berkshire are wholly prim-
itice. Excepra small tract of alluvial along the Hunsa-
tonic and {Ioosic rivers and some of their tributaries,
the whole County helongs to the primirive formarion.
.No animal or vegetable remains have been discovered
in any of its rocks or strata, and only i minute portion
ol esat, (anthracite, said 1o have been found in Che-
shive, but doubtful) has ever been found.  The prinei-
pul roclis are mica slate and limestone.  'The former is
indeed the principal rock in the County, and inclores
in it the extensive beds of limestone.  Several ather
prunitive rocks are not unfrequent, and will be noticed
in their place.

1. Mica Slute.

The range of mountains on the castern part of the
“County, and cxtending west to the middle of the Coun-
v, is almosi wholly mica slafe. It js very commonly
of the stratified vaviety, but is cbviously only mici and
guartz intimatety inixed and stratitied.  To this reinark
there is no exception ; and thia rock is found without
inferenption to any extent 1o the cast part of Willinms-
town, New Ashford, Lanesborongh, Pittsticld, Lenox,
Lee, Stockbridge, Great Barrtugton, and Sheffeld;

.the weatern litte of it pursuing a wigzag course, and fol-
lowing :he singular course of the hills and vallies. It
is then interrupted by guariz resk and liméstene threugh
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the whole extent of the principal valley north and south
through the County. except that small hills of niica
slate are often appearing, as if projecting through the
limeatone, or Iying along the side of it. Mica slate
is again the principal rock on the Taconic runve along
the western boundary of the County. Bo that mica
slate may be considered the whole underlaying rock of
this section. The strata of this rock every where dip
and ineline towards the easl, at different angles of in-
elination in different places, but as a mediun about 30
degrees. '

" 'The rncke associated with the mica slate, and many
of them found in considersble quantity, are 1. Horn-
blende rock. embracing the several varicties of primi-
Hre trap, found in moat of the towns on the eastern
part of the County ; 2. Primitine serpentine, and soap-
stone, found in Windsor; 3. Talco-micaceous slate,
a rock contrining talc mingled with nica slate, found
along the base of the eastern range, buz muech more
abundantly along the TFaconic range., in most of the
towns : 4. Gneiss, lying in a large bed, from the cast-
ern part of Dalion and western of Peru, nerthwards
several miles info Windzor, and in the south-cast pare
of the County : B. Granite, in blocka or large musses;
or veins, in all the towns on the eastern part of the
County : 6. Granular Lmestone, in smali paches in
various parts of the mica slate, bur di-tinct from the gen-
eral strutum of limestone : Argillite, associated in
smail quantity with the mica slate, bu: distinut froin that
10 he mentioned hereafier : 8. Siemife, with the hormn-
hiende rocks, and small masses washed by the streams
into the eastern part of the Housatonic valley.

’I'he miea slate is ofien very forfusus, and some'imes
pceurs in thin strata in the limestone, as if it had been
projecied from below through the limestone.

. 2. Quariz Rock.

This rock may be only in beds in the mica slate ; hut
as it oceurs in great quantisies, it is here treated of as a
princi;al rock. It is found on both eides of the time-
stone, or associated with, oronly op one side of it, The
hiils of it run nearly paraliet with the general rangee,.
and the west line of the County. Beginuing at the
rorth part, it occurs in large hills in Clarksburg, Will-
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iamstown, and Adams, connected with the Jumestone.
Oak Hill aud Stone, Hill in Witliamstown, are formed
chicfly of thisrock. It occurs ulso along the north base
of Saddle mauntain. I Cheshire, it is iu considerable
quanicty ; often disintegrated, forming immense quun-
tities of sand, used in the manufacture of crown glass,
when the Glass Company in Cheshire was in operation,
and often transported to the glase factoriesin New York,
eapacially that of Szndiake in the adjoining county of
RBensselaer 3 emnployed also in the sawing of marble
into slads, in Lanesborough and WNew Ashford. This
rock occurs again at the Gult, between Lanesborough
and 1alton.  Also at the west Base of Washington
raountain, on the soath-east of Pittsfield. A portion of
this rock a: this place is used for the hearths of the fur-
nace it Lenox and other places, from its capacity for
withstanding the action of great heat.  Another part of
itis very porous, and divided into small roegh and irre-
gu'ar cavities, resembling those of burr stone, and like
this, is wronght into mill stones to considerable extent
in Pirtsfield.  The rock oceurs in strata of a few inches
to twenty or tunre in thickness, making it very conven-
ient fur either uge. In Le2, Tyringham, Stockbridge,
Great Barengton, New Marlborough, and Sheffield,
are hills of quariz rock. The south part of Monument
m-utain i: eotnposed wholly of it. The northern part
of this muiniain is mica slate 3 the south part exhibit-
ing the Wiite Cliffs, which preséut so fine an appear-
ance {rmm the plain and hil} in Stockbridge, one of the
mnat beantiful prospects in this Connty, are of this rock,
Alum Hill, in Sheffield, is thia rock.

This rock appears to be considerably stratified 5 hav-
ing an inclination towards the east. It is splitalso from
west to east in many places 3 rendering it a very con-
venient stone to work inte walls, jambs, hearths, door-
steps, and the like.

In a few placcs, a kind of quartzose breteia i nsso-
ciated with this rock.  In the east part of Piuasfield, and
soiith-west of Hinsdale, the quartz is cemented by
fibrous brown Hemanlite. 1o Sheffield and Great Bar-
ringion, the cement is quariz iself
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- 3. Granular Limestone,

There seem to be two strata or nearly continuous
beds of limestone.  The eastern passes through Adams,
Cheshire, Windsor, Washington., Hinsdule, &c., 1o N.
Marthorough,  This is less in width, highly erystalline,
large grauvular, relatively hard, difficult to burn inte
lime, but forming lime of the best quality ; sometimes
conteining mica and caleareous spar 3 wrought for mar-
ble in Adums. New Marlborough, &c.

The western passes through Williamstown and New
Ashford and the north-east part of Hancock, and thence
southward through all the towns in the Housatonic val-
ley. This stratuin or bed is wider than the osher, and
is a part of the great stratum extending from Long Isl- -
and Sound through Connecticut and this County, far
inta ¥ermont, perhaps into Canada. The great quan-
tities of marble, scattered over the Courty, are from
this bed. It is now quarried abundantly in \%ent Stock-
bridge, Lanesborough, and New Ashford, and wrought
in most of the towns. It is distinetly crysialline, more
finely granular than the other, takes a fine polish, occurs
in strata very eonvenient for working, and has a great
variety of cotour. The white is the most valuable;
the brown, gray, dove-coloured, ash-coloured, striped,
dark, and variegated, are very beautiful. It is impos-
sible to ascertain with correctness the value of the mar-
ble annually wrought. A few vears since it was esti-
mated, after much inquiry of the owners and workmen,
at 40,000 annually. e

Limestone, which will not take a polizh, and cannot
of course be wronght as marble, every where veeure
with the marble, and often makes it very expeusive in
getting at the marbile,

The burning of lime is a common business, Con-
siderable quantities of lime are annually produeed in
most of the towns. Fromm Adams, Lanesborough,
Pittafield, &c., much is transported to other towns,
The limestone is so abundant, and of so fine a quality,
that poor litne is scarcvly known. The common price
at the kiln is twenty-live cents the bushel, varying from
100 to 112 Ibs. -

The City Hall in New York is built of marble, ob-
wined chiefly {tom West *Svlockbridge. Marble is alse
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transported (rom this County to Doston, and in consid-
er&ibl quantities to the westward along the Grand Ca-
nal.

Eidstic marile has heen (ound in West Stockbridge,
Laneshorough, and New Ashford. It olten occurs i
blocks, of which it forms enly a small pare It is move
clastic when thoreughly wet, alihough it exhibits the
property when it has not been wet for years, Itis a
rather coarse marble, commonly white, or with a red-
dish tinge.

- Connected with the western range of limestone, are
immense quantities of magnesian carbonate of lime ;
often highly granular, and frequemtly fetid ; trequent-
ly white or grayish, and friable (Dolomite}; commaonly
solid, but rather coarse grained, (comman 1gnesan
limestone.) The Dbeautiful white Dolowite of Lee,
Muddy Brook in Great Barrington, Sheflicid and New
Marlberough, contains fibrous and bladed erystals of
Tremolite, and, in M.addy Brook and New Martbo-
rough, white crystals of Aneite.

The granular limestone is frequently fedd in Lee,
Stockhridge, and Alfocd.

Caverns. Few caverns are (ound among the primi-
tive rocks.  One, more than 100 feet in length, is fonad
in the linestone in Lanesborough, irregular and nag-
row 3 probably worn by water. T'wo caverns are also
found in the limestone in the south part of New M-
borough.  These caverns contain rude stalactites. An-
other small cavern is in West Stockbridge ; in which
was found a sinall quantity of Agaric Il'i'rwrai, ( Pul-
vurtlent carbonate of lime.)

In 8heflicld, the limestone aliernates several limes
with mica slate. The same is seen in Williamstown
and other places, The bed of linestone on which
Williams Coltege stands, extends for several miles,
contains much’quartz finely diffused threugh it, is bard,
often gives fire with steel, is frequently divided by seains
into rhomboidal massea a (oot or two feet or more on a
side ; often also very much disturbed in tts form, and
tortuous ; sumetimes bent in the arc of a curve, a foet
o more in diameter.
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4, Primitive Argillaceous Slate.

The principal part of this rock is along the eastern
part of the Taconic range, forming a considerable por-
tion of the hills in some places. It alternates in some
places with mica slate, or with talco-micaceous state. 1t
has a shining appearance ; sometimes tortuous § strata
easily separalle. It is‘entirely different in its appear-
ance from the argillite in the adjoining parts of New
York, heyond tho Taconic range. In this County it is
always black or dark gray ; sometimes a little talcose.
‘Though it is found in the south part of the County, it
is more abundant in Hancock, New Ashford and Will-
jamstown., I is gradually, but slowly, disintegrating,
dorming excellent soil,

Accidental rock, Graywacke.

"The only roek. out of place. fouud in this County, is
Graywacke. It occurs in rnunded masses, of a small
gize to rocks many tons in weight, and is found in all
the towns through the middle and western parts of the
County. It has a dark green aspect, and is composed
ofan argillaecous base, containing fragments of quartz,
feldspar, argillite, and the like. There can be no
doubt that it has by some means been transported over
the Taconic range {rom the adjoining county in 1he Brate
of New York.

Puddingstone. :

Small quantitics of puddingstone, or a kind of sand-
stooe, arc found in Williamstown. It is evidently con-
nected with the larger bed in Pownal, V., and ix com-
posed of grains nf” quartz. siliccous slate, limestone,
chiorite, &c., aggrerated by an argillaceous cement.

Alhivial,

The alluvial formation along the Housatonic and Hoo-
sic rivers, has already been alluded to. It is generally
of moderate Lreadth, scinetimes a mile, commonly less
than bhalf a mile; rich, clayey, exccllent for grass, and
in the dricr parts, for Indian corn, oats, &c. :

Ores.

The on'!y ores that are wrought in this County, are
those of iron. Large beds of iron ore are toungl im-
bedded in clay in Lenox, Richmoud, and West Stock-
‘bridge, Iron ore is also found in most ef the towns
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through the middie of the County. These beds are
near limestone, and covered generally only with the
comman soil.  These beds are a part of the great line
af iron ore from the south through Salisbury, Conn.,
and this County, northwards into Yermont. The kind
of ore in the beds of Berkshire, is the brown Hemelite,
Abrous, varely cylindrical, compost, ochry-hrown. Thia
kind of ore is rich, acd abundanc

Bog-iron-ore on low grounds in many towns, Sul-
phuret of iron is commnon ; magnelic oxyd of iron in
mica state. nor rare.  Copperas, (sulphat= of iron) in
Sheftieid, Tyringham, near the Shaker village, and at
8. Adiwusy eflloresees in mica slate,

Biack oryd of manganese has been found in Adams,
oo the east side of’ BHaddle moumain.

Sulphuret of lead, (Galena) in the same place; alsp,
ip limestone i Williamstown, in small quantity.

Minerals.
Besides the minerals already noticed, a few others
may be mentioned. ’

Alum. efflorescing in aluminous slate in Sheffield.
Quariz, linpid, a1 Lenox and Williamstown.
smoky, beawiful on Monhument mountain,
ETensy, common.
rvse red, Williarmstown, rare.
runilar, abundant _
ﬁerruginous, yellow and red, ic Pitsfield and
Laneshorough,
Hornstone and siliccous slate and jasper, in small roll-
pieces.
Cyanite, and Staurotide, and Schorl, common in mica
L slate, but not abundant,
Feldspar, in Lanesborongh.
Garnet, abundant in mica slate, Sheffield, and various
towns 3 small, reddish and dark brown.
Chlnrite and chlvrite slate, common in the County.
Glibbsite, in an irun mine in Richmond ; in small quan-
tity also in Lienox; theseare the only known
localities = inerustations, stalactical, mam-
millary, erystalfin: and fibrous, and massive,
conposed of clay and water.
Pottars’ slay, eommon, in beds.
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Gropb:tc, (black lead) in Hinsdale, with Augite, folia-
ted and massive.
Sulphur, in small quantities in mica alate.
- Red ozyd of Titanium, Pitsfield, in Dolomite w:th
quatiz.

Pottery’ cloy, or, an the penple commonly call it,
elay, suitable for the fabrication of common pottery and
briek, is abundant in most of the streams and low
grounds. Potteries have been in successful operation
in Lee and Williamstown, for many years. Of brick
great quantities are annually made, and the business is
greatly increasing, as the construction of brick buildings
is much more common than formerly,

Mineral Springs,

The only one of any consequence in the County, is
the Williamstowen Mineral Spring. It greatly resem-
bles that at Lebanon, N. Y. Iis water is warm, con-
.1ains very littlé saline matter, is very soft to the skin, and
has a favorable influence in several cutaneous diseases.

There are also in Hinsdale, New Marlborough, Ad-
ams, &c., springs which give ot some hepatic gas, and
are used occasionalty for the cure of cruptions.

END OF PART FIRST,

il
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A HISTORY

oF THE
TOWN OF SHEFFIELD.

BY REV. JAMES BRADFORD.

As early as the year 1722, Joseph Parsons and 176
athers, within the county of Hampsh]re. petitioned the
General Assembly of the Province of Massachusetts
for two townships of land in said county, upan the river
Housatunnuk, or West brook. In answer to this peti-
tion, the General Assemibly granted two townslips on
the Housatunnik river, af the contents of seven niles
-aquare, adjoining south the divisional line between Mas-
sachusetts and Comneciicut.  For the purposes of inak-
ing a purchase of the Iundians, dividing the tracr, grant-
ing lots, admitting senlers, &c. &c., John Stoddard,
Henry Dwight, Luke Hitchkok, John Ashley, and
Samuel Porter, Exsqgs,, were appointed a commitee, to
which Capt. Ebenezer Pomroy [Poweroy] was after-
wards added, with directionsto reserve lands for the
fiest settled minister, for the (uwre support of 1he gos-
pel, and for schools.  Of each proprietor they were to
demand thirty shiflings for every hundred acres of land ;
and thia maney they were to expend in purchasing the
right of she Indians, laying out the lands, :md in building
meeting-houses in said township.
~ This grant was made Jan. 30, 1722; and the com-
mittee met in Springtieid, March 19, 1723, and re-
ceived, on the conditions prescribed, the names of fifty-
five gettlers or proprietors.

On the 25th of Apni 1724, the committee received
from the Indians, “ in considerstion of £460, three har-
rels of cider, and thirty quarts of rum,” a deed of a tracs
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of land on the viver Housatunnuk, bounded as follaws,
viz.: South by the divisioual line between the then pro-
vinez of Massachusetts Bay and the colony of Connec-
ticut, west on the enlony of New York, north on the
great mountain, then known by the name of Man-ska-
JSee-haunk, and east to extend four miles fiom 1he river,
and in a general way, so to extend. 'The Indians,
Lhowever, reserved to themselves, within this tract, all
the land betwgen a braok on the west side of Housa-
wimnuk river, by the name of Mau-nau-pern-feeon, and
a small brook lying between the aforesuid braok and
the river called Waum-pa-nik-sce-pont, or White river,
running a due west line {from the mouth of said brooks
to the eolony of New York; iogether with a clear
mecadow between the beforementioned emall brook and
‘White river. This deed was signed and sealed by
Kon-ke-pot* and twenty other Indians at Westtleld, be-
fore John Ashley, justice of the peace,

Although it is difficult to determine what mountain
is intended, called in the deed the great mountain, as
the northesn boundary of the tract of land thus secured
from the Indians, ver from the surveys which were af-
terwards imade, it is clear that the townships extended
as far north as the snuthern stope of Raulesnake mnun-
tain, and as the mountain west of this, called Stock-
bridge mountzin.  Though it is probable the dividing
line betwesn Massachusetts and New Ynrk was then
suppoaed to be farthier east than it was finally found to
be, yet the rerms of the doed iigluded the present town-
ships ol Sheflicld, Egrewont, Mount Washingron,
Great Barrington, eud Alford, a censiderable portion
of Lee, and the greatec part of Stockbridge and West
Stockbridge.

The lands veserved hy the Iudians lie on the south
of Grecn river, called in the deed, White river, and
near the divisienal line between Sheflield and Great
Barrington ; and snme of the apple-trees siill standing
there are thought to be the remains of orchiards planted
by them.  Om this tract, called by the Indians, Ska-tec-

* This Tudian, with bis wife and family, was a (ew yeara after
this, baptized by Mr. Sergeant, 3 missionary to the Indiaps of
Stockbridge. .
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Aook, not more than four or five families resided ; nor
did even these remain there but about 1welve yveurs al-
ter this; for in 1735 or 6, they left their lands here aid
received others in Upper Honsatunnuk, within the pre-
seat bounds of Btockbridge, that they might be cullected
with other natives, uader the instruction of Rev. John
Sergzent, who had recently commenced labours as a
Christian missionury among thein,

There was also # semall Indian settlement, not impro-
bally earlier than this one on Konkapm braok.

Thore are very fow traces of the Indians now to be
disouvered in 3hediield.  On a gravelty hillock in the
north vart af the: town, witlin the tract they reserved,
on the wes: side aof ithe voad, and south of the lane that
turts to M- A noe-s Paat®s it s supposed wnsa bllryillg
place of e Honu bones were discovered a fow
years sine: broanviag ihe turopike road throngh the
town, two tailes and w half or three miles south of the
meeting-house, on the rise of groundia few rods south of
the turupike gate. which led to the supposition that this
spot oo was an Indian burying place. :

In 1725, two of the committee, Capt. John Ashley
and Cupt. Ebenezer Pownroy, made a general division
of"the lower township, especially of that part ol'it tying
upon the river; and soon after the place began to be
settled by individuals from the county of Hamgpshire,
and mastly from the town of Westficld. At this time,
and prebably for some years afier, the cntire region
east, to Westfield, was unsettled aud a forest; and
northward, even to Capada, the whole extent nf° coun-
try was one vast and terrible wildernese.

In 1726, the setiiers were subjected to much incon-
venience and vexation by some of the Dutch inhabit-
ants of the colony of New York, who contested their
titles to their Jands 3 and by order of the Governor of
Massachusetts, they werce forbidden to make any fuy-
ther eettlement, or conunence any process against those
who molested them. The settlement was consequently
for atime much impeded. Eventoally, however, these
difficudties subsided, and the governroent not only au-
thorized, but encouraged and wided the proprietors te
proceed. .
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The carly settlers were subjected to other privations
thrungh fear of the Inbans, and wera necessitated to
pickat in rwo or twee Jdvellings in different paris of the
town. wnd m resort there for safety at night,  One house
upon the plain, shen Elisha Noble’s, now that in which
M ises Habbard, Esq. lives, was thus picketed.

O 1 the 224 of June, 1733, John Ashley, and Ebene-
zer Pomeoy, Esqa, and Mr. Thomas Ingersoll, were
apminted a co.umirtee by the General Assembly, (the
tlmc ‘atloned to the nld committee having expired,) not
onlv to coairm aud advance the setttement of the Jower
township, but also to take measures to premote a settle-
ment o the upper,

‘Ainoag the first settlers were those of the name of
Noble, Anstin, Ashley, Westover, Kcellogg, Pell, Cal-
lender, Cnrbeo, Huoggine, Smith, Ingersoll, Dewey,
R %e %o, in all 2bout sixty, who had their lands,
from 2%} 1o 100D arres each, conlirined to them by the
commiitee, by their personal attendance at Housatyn-
nuk about 1733, Mr. Obadiah Noble was the first
whiz man that game te reside in Sheffield, He was
fron Westfield, and came and spent the first winter
lize:: #i-h o other hninan associates than the Indians.
In tha spring he went back to Westfield ; and in June,
his dsvichrer, aflerwards the wife of Deacon Daniel .
K. sz, returned hwore with him. She was.the first
whi+ wonan that came into the town, She travelled
fron Woatield, when about sixteen years of age, on
ho-wshazk. bringing a bed with her, and Indged one
nigit i tie wilderaess, ju what is now the east part of
Tyrinzhiam.  This M- Noble commenced labour and
livid nooa the plain, near where Samuel Shears, Esq.
now livas; and this for a lang time was considered the
centre of the lawer township.

Fa 1733, the lower townshio of Hnu‘;atlmnuk was set
ofl :and incorporated as a town, eight miles long, north
and <outh ou the river, and wide enouch o include
sevin mikes siuare, according to the grant in 172, and
was eaved by the Guneral Assembly by the name of
Shefficld, probably rum Sh.ftield in England. F ex-
tended north to (ireat Barrington bridee, Though the
length was liberal for ecight miles, it would seem the
towuship could not then have been econsidered as ex-

E
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tending as far west as the present line of New York,
It was 27 years after this, vie. 1761, before Sheflield
was reduced to its present dimensions, A portion of it
was then annexed to the upper township, and with it in-
corporated by the name of Great Barrington,

¥ the direction of government, the first town meet-
ing was holden at Sheflield, at the house of Obadiah
Noble, on the 16th of January, 1733 ; and at this meet-
ing, Matthew Noble was chosen moderator, Hezekiah
Noble, wown clerk, and John Smith, Philip Callender,
and Daniel Kellogg, selectmen.

Sheflield is now bounded by the Connecticut line of
the south, by Mount Washingtou and Egremont on the
. west, hy Great Barringion on the north, and by New
Marlborough on the east.  1ts length, south and north,
is about § miles, and its mean breadth abouwt 7. Ace-
cording to the census of 1820, Sheflield contained 2439
inhabitants. 150 of whom were blacks.

Bheffield includes an extensive vale, and, except on
the east part, iz genesally level. There, there is a
chain of considerable hills, extending from one end ol
the town to the other. On the west it is mountainous,
Taconic, or Mount Washington, as this part of the
Taconic range is nore generally calied, is a moun-
tain of very considerable heighr, tnore elevated than
any other land in the region. A part of this mountain
only, however, is within the bounds of Bhefteld.

The soil of the town is generally productive, and, in
the sale, very easily tilled. Formerly great crops of
wheat were raised ; and onccasionally even now they are
considerable; but so uncertain are they, or to procure
them so much lubour is required, that Little wheat, com-
paratively, iz sown. The best of rye, and that in great
abundance, is raised here, and corn, potatues, flax,
&c &c. &c, Few towns afford so much hay, and with
so little labour as Sheflicld. This is obtained chiefy
from the very extensive intervals lying upon the river.

The principal stream.ol water in the town is the Hou-
satonic river, here a silent, sluggish stream, from six
to eight rods in breadtl. It runs from north to south
through the whole extent of the town iate Connecticut,
and empties itzell into the sea, on Long Istand Sound,

18
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between Milford and Straford., Over this stream,
within the town of Sheffield, are six bridges, which ure
supported at considerable expense, being often injured
and sometimea carried away by the rise of water, which
frequeotly inundates the whole vast tract of low Jand
through which it passea. There are other smaller
streams, emptying both from the east and the west into
the Housatonic, and on these streams are located all the -
mills, carding machines, &c.

Grist and saw-mills were early erected in Sheffield.
At present, there are two of the former, one of which
containg four sets of stones, and five of the latter, and

" one plaster mill. 'There are also two carding machines,

two clothiers’ works, three considerable tanneries, one
manufactory of hats, two cubinet-makers’ shops, a num-
ber of wagon-makers and blacksmiths, and, very muéh
to be tegretted, one extensive distillery, Formerly
there were in this town three forges for the making of
iron, one inthe sonth part of the town, near where Maj.
Ashley’s milla now are, the others were on a small
streain on the east side of the river § but all of them
have been discontinued since about the year 1305 0r 6.

This town effords great abundance of white marble,
and much of very excellent quality. Twe or three
quarries of it are opened ; one about three miles south
of the meeting-house, the others north, near the turn-
pike road to Albany and Hudson. That in this section
ol the town, cailed Kellogg's quarry, was opened in
1804, and has employed for several years past, in all
the businese connected with it, from 10 to 15 hands.

Lime has been made here (rom the time of the first
gettlement ; at present there are not more than three or
four kilns where it is made, though there are materials
enough to employ as many hundreds, and perhapa
-thousands.

Therc are in the town seven storea of English and
India goods, &c. ; and it contains aboot 300 dweliing-
houses. There are two small villages in the eenire of
the town, to the north and south of Kisnop brook.
There is also a cluster of buildings in the south part of
the town at Ashley’s mills.

The burying grounds are five; one about half a mile
morth ef the centre, which was improved probabiy ae
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#arly as 1735 or 6; one south of the centre’about tha
same distance, occupied at least as soon as 17405 one
in the north-west part of the town ; one on the east side
of the river, south-west about three miles from the cen-
tre, and one in the north-east part, near New Marlbo-
rough line. DBesides these there are as many as
four or five other places where a few persons have been
interred.

A post office was established in the town in the year
1794, and Eilisha Lee, Exsq. was appointed postmaster.
Dyi. William Buel, Dr. Nathaniel Prester, and Edward
F. Ensign, Esq., have in succession becn in this offtice, ’
A inail stage passes hack and forth through the town on
tlie road frown Hartford to Albany every day (Sabbath
excepted,) for about half the year; during the other
half, every other day. There sre other weekly mails
received and sent out from this oftice. Few towns in
the County have more travel. It is so located that
mych of the travel from Albany and Hudeon, as weil an
ftin the upper part of the County and Verment to
MHartford, New Haven, Boston, and New Yoark, &c.
&c., must of course pass through it to the south; so al-
so (rom these places to the north. The most nataral
roate froin north to south, and from south to north, is
through the centre of Sheffield, and it is very much
improved.

Considerable attention was early given by the inhah-
itants of this town to edweatior, and persons were annu-
ally employed to instruct common schools. In 1750, a
gramnmar school was commenced, and continued at the
expense of the town for a number of years. At pre-
gent there are in Sheffield thirteen school districts, eon-
tuining 769 children and youth. 1In each of these dis-
tricte is a school house, where a achoal is kept for n
consilerable part both of sutnmer and winter. For the
support of district schools, however, the sum annually
vaised by the town is but about #750. The echool
lands, originally owned by the town, were voted to be
sald, as early as 1739, and eventnally were sold, and
the monies arising from them were put into the town
treasury, and expended 3 so that now there remains no
fund for the support of achools. At different times,
within thirty years, occasjonal select sclools, both ma[;
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and female, have existed here. At present there 1s
one, in which attention is given io all the branches of -
education usually taught in the academies of our coun-
try : to this both males end fermales are admiited,

There are here three or four public libraries. One,
established some yeers aince, consisted of about 180
volumes. This is now but lictle improved. The two
or three others are smaller, and were formed about
1822 or 3,

In the very infancy of their senlement, the inhahis-
ants of Shefficld were mindful of the vast itoportance
of religious institutions and privileges. Animated in o
measure, it would seein, by the spirit of the Pilgrinis,
at one of their first town meetings, in Jan. 1733, they
voted to erect a meeting-house, 45 feet by 35, and 1o
smploy a person to preach the guspel. A preachier was
iminediately and couscautly employed, and in the sum-
mer of ¥735 their lrouse was put up, siteated on the
Plain, (so0 called.) about o mile north of the preseus
house of worship.

In Junc 26, 1735, Mr. Jonathan Hubbard received a
call to settle with them in the work of the gospel minis-
try 3 and on the 22d of October follnwing, a chuceh was
organized, and Mr. Hubbard was ordained as the first
minister of Sheflield, by an ceclesiastical conneil of
mitisters and delegates from the then neighboring
churchen, viz : from Litchfield. Con.. jvom Springtield,
Enfield. Northampton, and 2 devinnd, Mr, Huhbard
was a naiive of Sunderfand, Moss, and was graduated
at Yale Caollege in 1724, He continived the pastor of
the chicch in Sheflic'd about twenty-izme years. He
was disinissed in 1764, and died the 6th nfjllly. 1965,
in the A2d year of hin age. Mr. Hubbard is said to
have been possessed of mental faculties that were suund,
lively, und active. In lis faith he was orthodiex 5 and
in his public discourses piain, judicious, and instruc-
tive.

Previous to the death of Mr. Hubbard, for the hetter
accommodation of the people, a new meeiing-house was
erected, viz. in 1762, near the spot an which the house
of worship now stand=. This was moved back ond ex-
tensively repaired in 18193 a steeple and g hell wore
added to it
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After Mr. Hubbard’s dea:h, the church and society
were destitnte of a settted minister about seven years,
during which ume, however, candidates were ahnost
constantly crployed. A call was given to Mr. John
Keep, the second minister, on the 4th of Muareh, 1772,
and he was ordained on the lhth of June following.
Mr. Keep war a native of Longmeadow, Mass. He
was graduated at Yale College in 1969, and died Sept.
3d, 17685, in the 36th year of his age, and the 13th of
his ministry. M. Kecp posscssed a good natural gen-
ius, which was improved by eduveation, arnd sanciitied
by grace. He was eminent as a divine, a preacher, a
friend, and a christian, The late Dr. West, of Stock-
bridge, dectared him to be the best pulpit speaker he
ever heard. When Dr. Wales was elected Professor of
Divinity at Yale College, in 1792, the candidates were
Ttev. Samuel Wales, Nathan Strong, and John Keep.

After Mr. Keep’s death, the people were careful to
have the desk supplied constantly with some candidate
for settlement 3 hut six years paesed away before the
church had avether pastor.

The Rev. Ephraim Judson received a eall in Mareh,
1789, and was installed in May following, He was
born in Woodbury, Con., and reeeived his first degree
at Yale College, in 1763. He first settled ar Nurwich,
Con., and afterwards at Taunton, Mass. He dicd Feb.
23d, 1813, in the 771h year of his age, and tlic 23d of
hie ministry. The inscription on his tcmb-storne de-
elares that he ** was esteemed as a learned divine, an
acute logician, and an evangelical preacher, He was
mild, courtcous and hospitable. By his numernus
friends he was deemcd a wise counsellor, an active
peace-maker, and a sincere christian.”?

The Rtev. James Bradford, the present pastor of the
church, was barn in Rowley, Mass., was graduated at
Dartmouth College, in 1811, and ordained Gct. 131l
1813.

How many individuals constituted the church in Shef-
field, when first organized, and what was the number of
additions made to it from time to time down to the
commencement of Mr. Fudson’s minisiry, there are no
records to determine. During his ministry, according
10 his minutes, there were added €0. uring Mr.

18»
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Bradford’s ministry, there have been added 329. The
whole number of members, January, 1829, was 279,

Deacons.

Daniel Kellogg ; elected about 1735.

Philip Callender ; elected do. 1735; died about 1753.

Sitas Keliogg.

Ebhenezer 8imith 5 died July 7, 1735 aged 86.

Aarun Foot; elected Jan. 1792 ; dicd Feb, 28, 1822;
nged 83,

Jonathan Hubbard ; elected Jan. 1792 ; died Jan. 1, -
1825; aged 80.

&tephen Callender ; elected Oct. 19, 1810.

Thomae Kellogg ; do.

Jesse Bhepherd; elected 1824,

John De Lamane;  do.

Zechariah B. Peet; elected Feb. 21, 1828,

Ephraim Kellogg ; do.

Concerning special revivals of religion, previous te
Mze. Judrow’s ministry, there are no records; nor is
there any traditionary accoont that they were enjoyed
here. Under his ministry, io 1800, there was an usu-
sual interest on the subject of religion, and rhe church
received an addition of 15, as the fruits, As the fruite
of a revival, there were received te the church in 1814,
175 in 1815,15; in 1818, 60; in1822and 3, 137; in
1827, 32.

The Congregational aociety in Sheffield has a fund,
sonkisting of mowey arising from the sale of ministry
lands, which affurds towards the support of the gospel,
$2¢M) annually.

Uuon the petition of a few individuals in the south-
west part of the town, a Baptist seciety was incorpora-
ted i Jan. 26, 1821, A church was formed, July 7,
1825, with fifteen members; since which four persons
have been added to it The number wag reported in
1823 to he 19. :

There are a few Methodiats, and some Episcopa-
Hana,

Eiforts to instruct the rising generation in Sabbath
achouwis z1id a Bible class, have been wade here with
some success . and the cause of Bible Bocieties, for-
oign and domestie missions, and the colorizaton of the
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free blacks, have been the objects of Christian bznevo-
lence.

The following gentlemen have been physicians in this
BN ;

William Bull; a native of Weatfield ; ; an emioent
physician,_ settled here before 1756,

Wathaniel Duwning.

Lemue! Barnard 5 anative of Deerfield ; a graduase
of Yale College, 1759.

Asa Hillyer; a nasive of Granby, Con.

Hylvester Barnard ; a native of Northampton ; died
1817, aged 69. :

Wiiliam Buel; a native of Litchifield. Returned te
Litchfield, .

Asahel Bennet ; a native of Sheffield.

John E. Le Faugeu ; a native of Franee,

Nathanie! Prester ; died 1825,

John De Lamatter ; = native of Florida, N. Y.
Prof Med. Inst. Fairfield, N. Y.

Caleb Loring.

Oliver Peck 3 « native of Liyme, Con,

Silas K. Kellogg ; a native of Sheffield.

]thamar H. 8mith; do. do.

Lawyers,

John Huggins.

John Ashley; a native of Westtield ; educated at
Yale College, 1730 ; admiued to the bar, 1732 died
Bept. 1, 1803, aged 93,

Zadock Huggins ; & native of Springfield.

Theodore Sedgwick; a native of West Haitford ;
educated at Yale College, 1785 adwmitted to the bar,
1776. Removed to Stockbridge.

Elisha Lee ; a native of Salisbury, Con.; educated
at Yale College, 1777 ; admitted to the bar, 1754,

Hairy Barnard; a pative of Sheflield ; admitted to
the bar, 1798. Removed to Franklin county.

John W. Hurlburt; a native of Alford,

Wiltiam H. Raymond ; a native of Sheffield.

Enoch W. Thayer § a native of Ware.

Robert ¥. Barnard ; a native of 8heffield ; admitted
1o the bar, 1805

H
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Charles Dewey ; a native of Shetlicld; admitted to
the har in 1805, Livirg in Indiana,

Charles Bushuel; a naive of Shelfield; admitted
to the barin 1303, [m ing in Naichez, Mn»1

Rober: L. Parten s a native of Great Barrington.

Beujamin Sheldon ; a native of New Marlbnrough
educated ar Williams College, 1306 3 adinitted to she
bar, 1303, Returned to New Mariborowgh.

Cyrus Byingion 3 a native of Stockbridge ; adinitted
io the bur, 1914 Missionary amuong the Choctaws,

Richard O. Hurlbure § a natve of Allord 5 admitted
tothe bar, 1315. Removed to Erie, Penn.

Josiah @nincy; a native of Lenox ; admitted to the
bar. 1815. Removed to Romley, N, H.

Edward F. Ensign ; a native of Sheffield ; educated
at Yale Coilege, l"ala 5 admiited to the bar, 1520,

Parker L. Hall; a native of Pawnal, V1.3 edueatcd
at Williams College, 1518 5 admitted 1o the Imr,- 1622,

Among the distingnished individuals of this town,
Joho Huggins, Esq.,, Hon. John Ashley, and Gen, John
Ac.hley, his 500, and Gen. John Fellows, may with pro-
priety be mentioned,

At the time the settlement began kere, John Huggins
was in extensive practice as a lawyer, in the town o1
Bpringfield. At what time be removed 10 this placy, is
not ascertained. He continued in practice there. though
it is probable his pracrice wag diminished-by his remo-
val. He had as correct information as any lawyer of
that day. His declarations were distinguished for for-
mnality. .

The Homn John Ashley settled here when a young
man, probably about 1732, and being favoored with su-
perior abiities, natural and acqoired, was extensively
employed in advancing the good order of the town,
The proprietors were so well satisiied with his services,
that they gave hin 200 acres of land, ** as an acknow-
ledgment of his kindness iu promoting the good of the
sertlement.” How far he was engaged in the practice
of law does not appear. He olten represented the town
in the Liegislature. Before this County was formed, he
was # judge of the Court of Commaon Pleas for the
county of Hampshire. Dpon that event, ke was ap-
pointed a special justice in Berkshire, and in 1765, a
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Jjudge of the Court of Common Pleas; in which capa-
city he remained until 1781, He * rore through mauny
grades of military offices 1o the comnmand i a regiment,
The State, then a British colony, repeatedly cornmitted
to him impertant business.  He lived to an advanced
age, enjoying health.and mental abilities far beyond
what is usual by men of his vears.””  He was the owner
of not less than 15 or 1600 acres of land in the town-

ship

l]xen John Ashley was graduated at Yale ¢ uHeD:c in
1753, and afierwards seitled here upen his father's
plantation, He wax frequently a representative to the
General Court,  “He rose throngh the several military
grades to the rank of Major Generai of the 9ty Divis-
ion of the militia of Massachusets,” In the time of .
the Shays rebellion, he was a Colonel, and conmanded
the force which opposed ard dispersed the insurgents at
the skirmish in this town, on the 26th of February,,
1787, * He was evera firm friend 10 the Constitution
and liberties of the United Siates, and as a magistrate
he was upright. He ditd Nov, 5. 1799, in the 64d(h
year of hisage.” Bee Appendix tothe Hev. Mz Jud-
son’s Funeral Sermon,

Gen. John Fellows was born at Pomfret, Con,  He
served the town nsclully in various capacities; wan a
member of the Provincial Congress which sat at Cam-
bridge in Febroary, 177D, He was firsr a Colonel, and
then a Brigadier Geneeal in the mili-ia of Marsachu-
getis, in the Rev olutionury war.  For severa! venrs he
was Ligh sherifi'of the County. Hedied Aug. 1, 1809
in his 7dth year.



A HISTORY:
OF THE

TOWN OF EGREMONT,

BY RE?. GARDNER HEYDEN,

Tnis town s about 5% miles long, from north te
sowh, and about 4 broad, fron east to west, compris-
ing 15534 acres.

it is bounded by Alford on the north, by Great Bar-
vington and Sheflield on the east, by Sheffield and My,
W%hmmou o the south, and by the Suate of New
Yurk on the west,

The westerns and southern parts of the town extend
on to the I'zconic range of mountaius.  Portions of the
eastern seciion arc level 3  the other parts are undula.
ting.

The scil is various; bot generally productive. Most
of itis better adapied to tillage than to grazing.

There are no large streams in the town, but severai
of ~uflicient size for supplying mills,

Grreen river, which takes its rise in the State of New:
Yark, passes through the north-east corner of 1the town,
receiving on its way a brook, which rises in a pond,
west of the Bupiist meeting-house. Hubbard’s brook
rises in a pond west of the Congregational meeting-
house, and in several springs in Taconie mountain, pass-
es easiward throi.l'gh the town, and connects itsell with
Ki=nnp brook in SBheffield.

The regular settleinent of the town commenced about
1730 ; thongh- it is =uid, that Andrew Karner and Ro-
hert Karner, from Rhinzbeck, New York, and John
#poor, Isaac 8poor, and Jaceb Spoor, from some wrn
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of that State, settled in it at an eailier period. They
probably acted upon the beliel, that it belonged to the
State, or as it was then, to the colony of New York

Between 1730 and 1756, many (amilies moved into the!
place from New York, and from the New England
States.

Among the early settlers, besides those already men-
tioned, were Nichulaa Karner, Jacub Karper, Cornelius
Spoor, Ebenezer Ba'dwin, Aarcnr Loomis, Josiah
Phelps, John Perry, Timothy Hepkins, Elias Hopkins,
Nehemiah Messenger, Benjamin Tromaiun, Samuel
Colver, SBamucl Younglove, William Wehh, Jonathan
Welch, Samuel Welch, Robert Joyner, Gidenn Chureh,
Ehenezer 8nrith, Aaron Sheldon, Israel Taylor, Wili-
iam Roberts, Joseph Bicks, Edward Baily, Abraham
Andrews, and John Fuller.

The Indian resersation, in the lower Housatonie town-
ship, mentioned in the history of Sheflield, extended
throuwh this town. A considerable part of this was leas-
ed 1o A.drew Karner, Oct 20, 174%, by the Chiefs of
the Stoekbridge Indinns.  In 1356, the inhabitants pur-
chased (e Indian right, at least 10 some of the land.
Fifiy-two acres of the leased land were subsequently
sold 1o the Rev. Eliphalet Steele, Other portions of
it passed into the hauds of one individual and another,
until ali knowledge of the lease waz gone. A few years
since, William F. Gragg, of Avgusta, New York, who
had got possession of the lease, elaimed the land, with
the exception of that sold ro Mr. Srecle, and in 1826
the occupants paid him for his righr, 8400,

This place was incorporated as a district m 1760, and
salled by its present name. . It was invested with all the
privileges, powers, aud immunities, which towus in the

. province enjoyed, except the right of sending a repre-
sentative to the General Courts which right was to be
hekd in common with the town of Sheffield. Some
years after, the right of sending a representative was
given o it

In March following the incorporation, at a legal town
meeting, Bamuel Wikt liel was chosen tows clerk, wmd
Jonah Weswver, Timothy Kellggg, aud lsaac Spoor,
selectman.
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The inhabitants are very generally (armers, and
within a (ew yvars have made very considerable im-
provements in agriculture. Their buildings also have
assumed a better appearance. A few are engaged in
ather employmente. There is a small village in the
east, aml another in the unsth-east panrt of the town,

The turnpike road, from Hartlord, Con., divides i
this town, one branch going to the city of Hudson, and
the other to the city of Albany. A turnpike from the
naorth part of Great Barrington, near Stockbridge line,
passes through the town, and upites with the Hudson
road in Hillsdale, to the west of us, in New York

Theve are in the town post offices, five public houses,
five stores, two grist-mills, four saw-mills, and a gin
distilicey,

A quarry of white marble extends almost through the
whole length of the towuship. Io some places the
stone is covered with several feet of carth, and in others
rises zbove the surface. Several openings have been

- made. aud the stone has been wrought to some extent.
It possesses the same general properties as the white .
marble in West Stockbridee; but is not of so fine a
texture.

In 1767, the inhabitants erected a house for the pub-
Yic worship of God, raised money for the support of the
gospel, and appointed a cominittee to einploy a candi-.
date for the ministry. In the course of the same year,
they invited the Rev. James Treadway to become their
pastor.  He, however, declined the invitation.

After this, they raised money annually at their March

meeting for the support of preaching, and severai can-
didates were employed,
- Feb. 6, 1770, they gave a unanimous call to the Rev,
Eliphalet Stecle, a uative of West Hartford, and a
graduate of Yale College, 1764, to settle with them,
On the 20¢h of the same mouth, the Conzregational
church was organized, and on the 23th of June follow-
ing. Mr. Sreele was plazed over it in the Lord,

The: people generally were usited in their pastor, un-
til the time of the Bhays rebellion. As he was «uppo-
sed to be favorable to the government, the malcoiteuts
became his eneimies and opposers.  On & certaiv ceea-
siom, several armed ruffians violently entered his house
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in the night season 5 and afier treating him in a very
insolent and abusive manner, carried away his watch
and several articles of clothing. The town soon be-
came much divided with respect to religious sentiment,
and gectarians of different names and tenets came in:
M. Steele, hawever, remained in this charge unt! April
29, 1794, when he was dismissed by & council Scom -
-after this, he was re-settled at Paris, Oneida county,
New York, where he remained until his death. l?'e

was acknowledged, even by his enemies, to be an ex.

emplary man and a sound divine. He was the euthor
of five discourses on Baptism. '

After the dismission of Mr, Steele, the Congrega-
tional churc’ having no regular preaching, no one to
watch over them, and to break to them the bread of
life, decreased by deaths and removals, untl 1814, when
it was considered to be extiner

In 1816, 1he present Congregational church was form-
ed of 14 memberu, 6 mates and 8 females ; and on the
23d of Nov. 1820, the Rev. Gardner Hayden was or-
dajned their pastor, at which time the church consisted
of 31 members The late Rev. Aarop Kinnpe, of Al-
ford, was particularly instrumental in gathering and
building up this church,

M. Ela den is from Blanford, end took his first de.
gree at Williams College in 1818. Under his ministry
51 have been” admitted to the church ; and on the first
day of Januarzalast, the members were 61 in pumber,
13 males and 48 females.

The two great revivals in the County, since 1820,

- vreached this congregution, but did not spread much
among the people.

A Baptist church was formed in the north part of this
wwn in 1787, The Bapust society obtained their act
af incorporation in I808, and in 1817 erected their
house of worship.

Elder Jeduthan Gray, who had been previously am -
inhabitant of the town, preached o this people about
twenty years, and then removed 1o some other part of
the country. ' :

Elder Elisha D. Hubbel}, irom Weet Stockbridge,.
supplied them for n time. He removed to the Swte off
New Yorks 9
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For several years past they have been under the i
struction of Elder Enos Marshall, but are now without
@ pastor.

he number of communicants at the last meeting of
the Massachuseuts Baptist Convention, was reported 'to
be 133, Some of these live in the neighboring towns.

Some years since, a small Methodist suciety was
formed in the south-west payt of the town, who worship
in a school house, and have circuit preaching once in
gwgﬂweeks. The number of members in their classes
is 50. :

There are 4 distriet echools in the town, A building
has been erécted in the eastern part of the town thia
season, in which it ia designed to bave a school kept of
a higher order.

The social library of Egremont was formed in 1823,
having about 180 volumes.

Formerly the people resorted to other places for med-
ical aid. :

Heary D. Chapman, M. D., from Hancock, sertled
here a (ew years gince asa physician.

Lawyers.

Lonson Nash; a native of Great Barrington ; a
graduate of Willisms College in 1801 ; admitted to the
bar in 1805.

Charles Leavenworth ; z native of Canaan, N. Y.
a graduate of Yale College in 1815 ; admitted to the

-bar in 1819; died Jan. 24, 1829. ared 33,



A BISTORY
oF {HE

TOWN OF MOUNT WASHINGTON,

HY REY. GARDNER HAYDEN.

Twis town is bounded noith by Egremont, east by
Bheffield, south by Salisbury in Connecticut, and Bos-
ton Coruer, and west by the State of New Yok,

Its form is irregular.  The average length (rom north
to south, is about six miles, and it average breadth
about 34.

It was (ormerly called Tac.nic, or Taconic moun-
tai. The surface ie uneven. The habitable part in
the centre is from 1500 to 2000 feet above the neigh-
boring towns ; while a ridge around this centre risep
still higher, from 600 feet to 1000, A

This ridge cousists mostly of broken ledges of rocks,
and but few trece of any considerable size grow upon it.
There is only soil enough intermingled with the rocks
to support shrubs from one to three or four feetin height
Tlie whortleberry bush abounds, and the inhabitants
in the vicinity flock to it in the months of August and
September to gather the fruit '

The centre is interspersed with smaller hills and val-
Jies, and watered with many brooks and sireams which
spring from the ridge. Bome of these afford sufficient
water for mills.

As early as 1763 or 4, a {ew families moved into the
town. George Robinsen, Joscph Graves, Thomes Wel-
cott, and John Dibble, were some of the first setilers,
In 17567 the Indian right to the Jand, whatever it may -
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have been, after the sate of the two Housatonic towss.
ships, was purchased for £15,

oon after this, John Dibble, one of the settiers
abovenamed, John King, Natlan Benjamine, Peter
Woadin, Benjamin Osborn, Clharles Pauerson, and
sthers, petitioned the Legislature to grant them a town-
ship here ; and in 1759 and 80, the townehip waa actu-
ally surveyed under the direction of the Legislature into
fifty lots, though the gramt prayed for was not made
antil 1774. ' _

In 1766 there were abont twenty families in the town,
and a grist-mill and saw-mill were erected. The popu-
lation afterwards slowly increased, and in 1779 the town,
was incorporated.

The inhabitants are almost universally farmers. Some
of the land in the central part of the town is arable, and

- produces rye, oats, Indian corn, &e.  Itienot, however,
so fertile as the land in the neighboring towus; and is
best adapted to pasturage. A large pertien of the timber
i8 chesnut, which has become valuabie for fenciog and
oharcoal. '

There is no store, nor public house in the town, and
no grist-mill, those formerly built having gone to decay.
There are four saw-mills,

N0 church of the Congregational or Presbyterian or-
der was ever in the place. A few of the inhabitants be-
long to the Congregational chureh in Egremont. Some

ears since, B number joined with the Baptist church in

orth-East, in the Scate of New York. But they have
either died or been removed, and no regular members
now remain.

There is a Methodist society which has cireuit preach-
ing ance a (ortnight, though oot on the sabbath. The
;;mber of ineinbers belonging to the Methodist class is

The people several years since erected a town house,

‘which avswers (or a place of worship.

In the gramt of the township in 1774, a lot of land
was given by the Legislarure, with the design har it
sliould be approprinted tor the support of preaching,
The lot has rented for seme time for from 54t to B0 dal-
larsa year. For several years the mosry was appiied
te the support ef sommon gshosls. More reently it
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has been divided among the four denominations resid-
ing here, Congregationalists, Baptists, Methodists, and
Eni\ ercaliets, and expended for preaching of various
inds. _
There are in this place 3 school districts.

Bosten Corner. '

Along the south-west line of Mount Washington, 2
miles and 192 rods in length, lies the unincorporated
tract called Boston Comer. It is of a triangular {orm.
The west line is said to be longer than the line just
mentioned. The other is not quite as long. This is
over the Taconic range, and except at 1he north-west
point, where ledges occur, the land is good. This tract
wag settled about as early as Mount Washington, and
the first settler was Danjel Porter. There are twelve
or fourteen families, who conaritute one school district.
A road of coneiderable travel from Balisbury to Hud-
son, passes through it. Here is a post office, a store,
tavern, clothier’s works, carding machine, and saw-mill

Since the cession of the Oblong by Cennecticut to
New York, Boston Cerner is bounded on the south aa
well as west, by the latter State,



A HISTORY
OF THE .
TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON,

8Y REV, SYLVESTER RURT.

Tue southern section of this town, below the “ Great
Bridge,” belonged originally to the lower Housatonic
township, and then to Sheffieid, after that rown wos in-
corporated.  The section above the Bridge belonged to
the uwpper Honsatonic township,

According to the act of the Legistatore, these town-
ships were each to be of the contents of seven miles
square., According to the deed ohbtained from the In-
dians, they were to extend west from the Housatonic
river to theline of New York, though that line was not
then perfectly settled, and east of the river,in a general
way, four miles. Agreeably to this ect and deed, the
upper Housatonic township was surveyed by Timothy
Dwight, Esq., of Northampton, in October, 1736 ; so
far as the township had not been taken up by a previous
survey of the ** Indian Town,” as it was then calied,
now Stockbridge. From this survey it appears, that the
boundary of the whole township was as (ollows : R gin.
ning at the N. W, corner of Sheffield, the line ran east, 9o
sonth, 12 rods, then norrh, 40® east, over the Pearown
Mis,, 2256 rods t2 a point which falls on the farm of Da-
vid and John Baker in Cape Street, {so called,) in the
preseut town of Lec. 1t then ran west, 9% north, crossing
the sauthern slope of Rattlesnake Mo and Stockbridge
Mt, 3150 rods, to the supposed line of New York ;
then south, 11°® west, 1958 rods, to the point. first men-

S



SREAT BARRINGTON. 223
tioned ; containing 31,360 acres, the area of seven
miles square. The part takeu up by the Indian Town
was on the north of the township, 770 rods in breadth,
extending from the supposed line of New York, six
iniles, or 1920 rods enst. This contained 9240 acres,
so that what belonged o the upper Housatonic town-
ship in 1736, was 22,120 acres. A

From this township a portion on the western side was
taken in 1773, united with some other tracts, and form-
ed into a new township by the name of Alford ; and the
portion east of Btockbridge, in 1777, was taken, and
unijted with a portion of Washingten, and some small-
er tracts, and formed into another town by the name of
Lee. The remainder of the upper Housatonic town-
ship, omitting small trifling alrerations, together with,
the section south of the Great Bridge, now constitute
the township of Great Barrington.

The tract was forimed into a parish about 1740, and
was called the second parish of Eheflield. In 1761 i
was selected as the seat of justice for the County of
Berkshire, and in the course of that year it was incorpo-
rated as a town by its present nate.  County buildings
were afterwards evected in the 1own, and courts were
held here untii 1787, when they were removed to Lenox.

The town is about seven miles in length, and eix in
breadth, containing 42 square miles. or about 26,000
acres. Itis bounded on the north by West Stockbridze,
Btockbridge, and Lee, east by Tyringham and New
Marlborough, south by Sheffield, aod west by Egre-
mont and Alford.

It is well watered by the Housatoric and its tributa-
ries, The Houeatonic runs through the town from
north to south, leaving the larger division of it on the
leftt. Williams’ river (rom West Btockbridge unites
with this in the north-west part of the town, Grecn
rives, which rises in the State of New York, and pass-
es through parts of Alford and Egremont, unites with it
in the south, Seaconk brook, a considerahle branch of
Green river, flows down from Alford, receiviug alter ita
entrance into this town the outiet of Long Pond, a pond
of considerable size, near the north-west corner of the
town. Besides these streams, a brook rises in the east
part of the town, on the bordera of Tyringham, called
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Muddy brook, which runs northward into Stockbridge,
where it assumes the name of Kookapot brook, and
discharges itself inw the Housatonic. On these rivers
and brooks are many mill-sites, a considerable number
of which are already occupicd,

On the Housatonic are very valuable and eonsidera-
bly extensive intervals. There are also importan inter-
_vale on Green riverand Muddy brook, Excepting the
North and West Plaius, (as they are called,) the sur-
face of tle town is generally uneven; some parts are
mountainous, and unfit for cultivation. About 18,000
acres are under improvement, and the soil in general is
rich and exceedingly feasible. _

A mountain of no particelar name rises to the south-
east of the Great Bridge ; a range of hills north of this
stretehes along two miles or more between the Housa-
tonic and Muddy brook, and in the north-east section
are the Beartown mountains, which apread inte Tyring.
ham. But the moest remarkalle mountain in the town
is Monument mountain, rising up direcily from the eas¢
Lank of the Housatonie, in the north part of the 1own,
and extending into Stockbridge. It derived its name
from a rude monument of stones on its south-eastern
point, a few roda from the County road; which unhap-
pily, a few years since, was thrown down by persons
unknown, and the stones were scattered. '

¢ The pile was six-or eight fect in diameter, circular
at its buse, and raised in the form of an obtuse cone,”
(according to tradition,) “over the grave of one of the
Aborigines. ‘The manner in which it was (ormed, was
tbe following. Every Indian who paesed the place,
threw a stone upon the tomb of his countryman. By
this slow method of accumulaticn, the heap rose in a
long series of years to the size just mentiened.”

““The same mode of raising monuments for the
dead,” (Bee Dwight's Travels, vol. ii. p.@51,) * exeept
in one particular, has existed among other nations,
The Israelites raised a similar monument far Achan, for -
the king of Ai, and for Absalom. Whether this was
done (roin motives of general veapect for the dead, and
thus in conformity to a general custom, or with a design
to expresa their abhorrence of the persons buried, will
admit of a doubt. The manner in which the phrase
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%t the stones of the pit,” is used hy the prophet Isaiah,
{Isa. xiv. 199 anallusion, 1 presume, to the same practice,
does not remiove the uncertainty, By the natives of Ames
rica it seems to be an expression of peculiar reverence,
and an act of obedience to the dictates of their religion.”
Tt has been eaid, but whether as a matter of tradition or
inagination, niay be questioned, that the person buried
here was a female, who had thrown herself from the
oliffs of the monntain, through the influence of a pas-’
sionate love for a ¢nusin, whom the religion of the na-
tives would not allow her to marry, because the conoec-
tion was deemed incestnous, Upon thia traditien, (if
it was one,) a poem- was written some years since by
‘William- C. Bryant, Esq,, then an inhahitant of this
town, and published in the United Srates Literary Ga-
zetr, '
' That there were anciently Indian settlements in this
fown, is evident from various circumstances. In addi-
tion to utensils and weapous of Indian manufacture,
which have been often found, it is known that as early
as 1726, the river used to be crossed hal{ a mite below
the Bridge, at whut was then called the * Great Wigs
wam.’”” This place was soinetimes called the 4 e ”
or rather, perhaps, the great wigwam standing upon it.
There is also a tradition ihat there was a conside: uble
Indian sett!lement at this spot.  Indian graves Liave ulso
been found three-fonrths of a mile apove the Bridge,
an the east side of the river.  One man in digging thir-
teen post holes, to secure his barn-yard, disecovered the
remaing of six bodies. .
This settlemeni inust have been abandoned before th
antmnm of 1734 5 for at that time there were no In-
dinus in the County, except at Stockbridee end Shef
field, and perhaps a family or two in Ni-w Marlborough,
But in the two winters following, the Iudians were col-
lected from Stockbridge and Sheffield, soinewhere in
this town, for the purpose of receiving instruction more @
convenicntly from the missionary and schoolmaster rent
amnong them, previous to the final establishment of the
wission in Stackbridge. 'They may have been coliected
at the Great Wigwam, but were probably further north,
The permanent settlement of (vreat Barrington by
the whites, commenced about 1730, eome years before
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the survey was taken which has been mentioned. The
lower part of the town was settled in connection with
Shefield. Seitlements above the Bridge were begun
as early as the year just named. Indeed it is said
that Lanrens and S8amuel Suydum, (supposed to have
been brothers,) frum Poughkeepsie, N. Y., settled
above the Bridge, and that Joshua White settled below
it, before this period.

There were 40 proprietors of the upper Housatonic
township.. Honse or home lots were laid out for them
nn botl sides of the river, frotn the Bridge to Monu-
ment inountain, and here the settlers begau their im-
provements.  From the house lots long equal lots were
laid out to Tyringhan line. The Hop-lands, (as they
were called,) in the nonh-east part of the town, in the
region of Hop brook, were laid out in the same way,
while the land or: Monument mouriain and a part of
the North plain, were Juid out in equalizing lots, that
ig, in lots, tw render the preeceding divisions equal to
each man’a particular right.

Som- of t.e early settlers were Duteh s others were
English.,  Among the Dhtch settiers were Joachim Van
Valkenhargn, Ixaac Van Deusen, Conrad and Hendrick
Burghard:, and Meese Hogoboom: and among the
English were Moses Ingersol, Moses and William
King, Thowmas Dewey, Hezekiah Phelps, lsracl Orton,
and Joshua Root.  The grave-stone of Joshua Root in-
fortns us, that he died in 1730, which renders it certuin
that the setttement commenced at least as soon as that
vear.

Ahout 1755, in the second French war, & block house
was built, a feile above the Bridge, on the west side of
the river, as a place of security to which the izhabitants
wight flee in caxe of an aitack.

In ihe town are several exrensive beds of Limestone,
some of iron ore, and onre of white and variegated mar-
Iie, near Greeo river, which has been lately opened.
Works are already erected and in operation for the pur-
pose of preparing it for market,

Formerly there was less enterprize here than in the
ueighboring places. The lose of the courts and other
circutnstances inay have operated unfavorably upen the
town, But within a few years the people have becoine
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awake to their privileges. More attention is paid to ag-
ricultuve, several manufactaring establishments have
been formed, a comsiderable number of new buiidings
have been erected, aud the village and tewn have as-
sumed the appearance ul thrift and prosperity.

There are now in the village, which streiches south
froro the Bridge about three-fourths of a mile, along the
western border of the Houwatonic, two houses for public
worship, about 50 dwelling-houses, a post office, two
taverns. four merchant stores, two large taunneries, a
griss miti and plaater mill, and varions mechanic shops,

On William’s river, half a mile from ita entrance into
the Housatonic, where in 1822 there were ounly one or
two dwelling-houses. a saw-mill and grist-imill, there ja
now a thriving village, called ¥an Decusenviile. Here
are now 18 dwelling-houses, a post officc and tavern,
two ntores, and two factories, one of cutton and the oth-
er of woollen, Here also a chapel is now building for
the worship of God.

In quite the novth part of the town, bordering on
8tockbridge and West 8Btockbridge, is the Honsatonic
Factory for the manufacture of cotian, cunnected with
which is a machine shops io both of which several
hands are employed, and business is rendered some-
what lively about them.,

The population of the tawn has receotly considerably .

increased, and may now be, perhaps, 2200, There aye
about 260} dwelling-houses, and 750 other buildings.
There are [ourteen district schools where children and

outh are taeght from six to ten months in a year.
ﬁ‘here are also two select schools, instructed principally
by fewnales. Formerly there were one or two public
libraries ; but the books have been divided among the
proprietors. There are in the whole town, 5 1averns,
7 stores, 2 grist-mills, and 17 saw-nills.

Two lines of daily stages pass through the town ; one
from Hartford to Albany, and the other from Pinsfield
to Hudson.

The following fact ie related by President Dwight,
(See hia Travels, vol. ii. p. 380,) as having occurred at
the Great Bridge, which has been so often mentioned,
It was recited to him by a respectable man, and he says
‘he bad no reason w guestion the recital, except what is
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famished by the nature of 1he fact itself. Itis too tg-
markable not to be introduced here.

»» A Mr. Yan Renssclaer, a young gestleman from
Albrny. came one evening into an inn, kept by a Mg,
Ront, just at the eastern end of the bridge. The inn-
keeper, whio knew him, asked him where he had cross-
ed the river. He answered. * on the bridge.”” My,
Root replied, that that was impossibte 3 because it had
been raised that very day; and that not a plaok had
been laid on it ¥r. Van Rensselaer said that it could
not be true 5 because lis horse had come over without
any diilicufty or reluctance; that the njght was indeed
so profoundly dark, as to prevent him from seeing any
thing distinctly 3 but 1hat it was incredible, if his horse
coutd see sufficiently well to keep his footing any where,
that he should not discern the danger, and impossible
for him to pass over ihe bridge in that condition, Each
went to bed dissatisfied 3 neither believing the story 3f
the other. In the morning, Mr. Yan Rensselaer went,
at the solicitation of his hoet, to view the bridge ; and
findiug it a naked frame, gazed for a moment with as-
tonishment, and fained? _

Before a parish was formed in this'place, the people
in the south part of the towi doubtless attended public
worship in Sheffield. as they belonged there; others
may have attcuded there or in Stockbridge, About
1742. the Rev, Thomas Strong, who afterwards settled
in New Marlborough, preached to them as a candidate,
In 1733, when there were only thirty families in the

lace, they employed and settled the Rev, Samuel
£lo skins, afterwards Dr. Hopkina

e was ordained on the 28th of December in that

year, on which daﬁ the church wae organized, consisting -
of the pastor, John and Jonah Pixley, James Sexton,
Asahel King, and Jonathan Nash. On the 5th of Feb-
ruary following, twelve athers were add.d to the church.
He remained 1o this charge until the 18th of January,
1769, when, at his own request, he wae regularly and
honorably dismissed by‘a council; having admitted to
the charch during his ministry, 116 members, 7§ frem
the world, and 45 by recommendation from other chur-~
ches. Only one of this cumber now belongs to this
ghurch. Probably pe ather i# living.



SATAT PARRINETON 229

- Mr. Hopkins was installed over the first Congrega-
tiona} churchin Newport, Rhode Island, on the 11:h of
April, 1770 ; where he continued as pasior, {except as
he was driven from his labours, and his people were dis-
Kgrﬁed by the Revolutionary war,) until his death, Dec.
20, 1803, in the 83d year of his age.

He was born at “?aterbury. Cun., and was a direct
lineal descendant of Stephen Hopkins, one of the bles-
sed men who landed at Plymouth in December, 16G20.
He was graduated at Yale College in 1741, and read
theology with the elder President Edwards, then minis-
ter at Northampton. His mental powers were strong,
and fitted him for patient and deep investigatinn. s
discourses were thoroughly studied, and full of instrue-
tion. While at Great Barrington and Newport, he
published several sermons and books on subjects of
doctrine, which excited considerable controversy: and

"in 1793, he publighed his System of Divirity. The
seotiments advecated in this system, and in his other
writings, walving a few poins. are the same which are
entertained by the orthode x und evangelical clerey of N,
England at the present day. In a sarcastical pamphlet,
ascribed to the Rev. William Hurt, of Saybrook, Con.,
which was published about 1370, or soon after, the doc-
trines advocated by Mr. Hopkins, and others who
agreed with him, were ealled Hopkirtonian doctrines.
From this circumstance, the followers of Hopkins, or
those whn were supposed to agree with him, were called
Hopkintonians or Hopkinsians. The name has now
become common in the country, and it is applied in the
Middie and Southern States to the orthodox in New
E:igland, whether they adopt the peculiar views of Hop-
kins or not.

Dr. Hopkins was greatly esteemed by his brethren
in the ministry, who were intimately acquainted with
him, for his knowledge of the Bcriptures, for his
pietvand good sense.  But the reader will find 2 much
more {ull and satisfactory account of this venerable man,
in the ¢ Bketches of his Life,”” published by the late
Dr. West, of Stockbridge, thap can lLe given in this
place.

Adrer his dismission, the chureh here remaired vecant

more than 18 years, umiéoihe 4th of May, 1787, when
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the Rev. 1saae Foster, a native of Connecticut, was sét
over it in the Lord. He wans dismissed May 4, 1790.°
T'welve were udmitted to the church in the vacaney pre-
ceding his ordination, and five were admitted by him.-
He obmined his collegiate educetion at Yale College,
where lie took his first degree in 1776.

From the time of his dismission, the church was va-
cant over 16 years, until the ordination of the Rev. Elijah
‘Wheeler, Sept. 24, 1806, The congregation had now
become small, and the chureh, though 11 persons had-
been admitted in the preceding vacancy,eonsisted <f onw
ly 30 members, 6 miales and 14 femates.  During his,
ministrp:, there was a regular increase ol members and-
strengih, so that when he was dismissed, at his request,
in consequence of ill health, on the 12th of Fubruary,.
1823, the church embraced 126 members, He admit+
ted 152, '

He was born at Pomiret, Con., and educated a phy--
sicianr. But becoming a subject of grace, he relin-
quished the practice of physic, and studied theology.-
He was much devoted to his work, though fvebie ;
and after languishing several years in a consumption,
he died in peace, March 20, 1827, aged 563.

The Rev. Sylvester Burt was installed op the same
day or which Mr. Wheeler was dismissed 3 having been
previously settled, first at Western, in W orcester conn-
ty, and aflerwards at New Murlborough, in this County.
He was born at Southampton, and graduated at Will-
jams College, 1804, -

In 1821-2, there was a precious revival of religion in
this congregation. About 50 were added to the church.
There have been partial revivals since, and the chureh,
ar the commencument of the present year, consisted of
171 memhers. Mr. Burt has admited 74.

Beside the Congregational, there is an Episcopak
.church in thes 1own.

It bas been mentioned that some of the first settlera
were Dutch, and others English. The former were Lu-
therans, and the latter Congregationalists,  Though ae-
customed to different modes of worship, ard entertain-
ing different views of chrivch privileges, they happily uni=
ted in building a house ®r public worship, and in seting
.a minister. But at length their different views of church
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privileges led on to unhappy eventz and transactions,
(which need not be related,) that resulted in a separa-
tion. 'The people, more generally of Dutch extraction,
withdrew, and upiting with individuals who were before
Episeopalians, formed an Episcopal society. The church
was instituted about 1760, by the Rev. Solomon Palmer,
then a inissionary at Litchfield and New Milford,.Con,,
from the Bociety in England for propagating religion in
Foreign Parts. Mr. Palmer was removed to the Epis-
copal congregation-in New Haven, in 1763, but resu-
med his charge in Litchfield in 1766, where he died in
1770. 1t is understood that he preached at Great Bar-
rington, both bLefore and after his labours at New Ha-
ven; but how frequentiyis not known. '

The Rev. Gideon Bostwick sueceeded him in Great
Bartingion the same year in which he died, having then
just returned from England, where he had been to ob-
tain orders. During his mipistry, he had the spiritual
oversight of the Episcopalians in Lenox and Lanesbo-
.rougk, and often preached in those places. In the lat-
ter part of his life, he -preached a part of the time if
Hudson, New York. e was graduated at New Ha-
ven in 1762, and died at New Miford, his native place,

-while on a visit to his friends, June 13, 1793, aged 5.
His remains were brought to this place and interred.
He is saiil to have possessed a pleasaot temper, social
manners, and popular address, and to bave been greatly
beloved by his people. )

After his decease, the people were supplied for rhort
periods by several clergyinen.

About 1805, the Rev. Samuel Griswold, from Bims-
bury, Con., became their pastor, and sustained that re-
lation until 1521, He is now reaiding in Mexico, in the
State of New York,

The Rev. Solmnon Blakesle‘y, a native of North Ha-
ven, Con., and graduate of Yale Coilege, 1785, wag
their pastor from September, 1821, until May, 1627.
He is now at Butternuts, N. Y.

In September, 1828, the Hev. Swrges Gilbert, who
liad been settled in Woodbury, Con., teok the pastoral
charge of this people, and is now their minister.

The number of commuunicants is about 100, and the
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number who contribute to the support of Epiecopal wor-
“ship. is 134.

The SBaociety have a parsonage house and lands near
their present church, which was ereeted in 1764, With
a view of accommodating the increasing population in
the north part of the Socicty, they are now building a
chapel at Van Deusenville, This is of brick, 64 feet
by 40. When this is compleied, it is expected that
“there will be preaching alternately in the church and in
the chapel The Baptitts are to have the privilege of
ueing this for a part of th2 time.

The Congregational and Episcopal societies were in-
carporated by the Legislature in 1791 3 and the year of-
ter, a Baptist society was incorporated, though there is
nn organized church of this denomination in town. The
Baptist professors belong to churches in other places.

There are sume Methodistsin town, principally in the
east and north-east parts of it.

’ Physicians in Great Barrington.

John Breck, Joseph Lee, Samuel Lee, William
Whiting, John Budd, Samuel Reed, Samuel Baidwio,
Thomas Darstow, Samuel Barstow, Royal Fowler,
Benjamin Rogers, Thomas Bolton, George Langdaon,
Thomas Drake, Ransom Hoilenbeck, aud Alvan
Wheeler. :

Lawyers.

Col. Mark Hopkins ; a native of Waterbyry, Con.,
graduate of Yale College, 1758 admirted to the bar
about 1761 ; an abie lawyer ; died at White Plains,
while engaged in defence of his country, in the Revo-
lutionary war, QcL 26, 1776, aged 37.

" David Ingersol ; a native of this town; graduate of
Yale College, 1761 ; admitted to the bar about 1763 ;
became a tory ; went to England in the autumn of 1774,
where he died.

Theodore Sedgwick; removed, first to Sheffields
then to Siockbridge ; the late Judze Sedgwick.

Gen. Thowmas Jves ; a native of North Haven, Con. 3
graduate of Yale, 1777 ;3 admitted to the bar, 1734;
special justice ; died March 8, 1514, aged 61.

Erastus Pixley; a vative of this town; graduate of
Yaie, 1730 ; moved into Vermont
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Gen. Jokn Whiting ; a native of this town: ; admit-
ted tn the bar 1792

Mason Whiting ; a native of this town ; admitted to
the bar 1794; moved to Chenango Point, N. Y.

Robert L. Potter' a native of New Haven, Con.;
admitted to the bar-1809 ; moved to Meadville, Penn-
sylvania.

George H. Tves; native of this town; admitted to
the bar I810; died April 27, 1825, aged 36.

James A. dec ; a native of New Marlborough ;
graduvate of Williams College, 1307 ; admitted to the
bar 1511,

William C. Bryant ; anative of Cummingten ; now
editor of the Evening Post, N. Y,

Jobn C. Whiting; a native of this fown; graduate of
Union College 1922; adimnitied to the bar 15425, .

Increase SBumner; a native of Ous ; admitted to the
bar 1825,

The physicians and lawyers whose names are in ital-
ics, have been magistrates in the tuwn. Dr. William
Whiting was judge of the County Court. Besides
these, the following gentlemen have been acting magis-
tratés, viz. Gen. Joseph Dwight, of whoma eketch will
be gnen, Elijah Dwight, special justice and Judge of
Coumy Court, Jonathan Nash, Mosers Hopkins, special
justice, Samuel Whiting. special justice, Stephen Sib-
le}, Miles Avery, Ezra Kellbgg, David Leavenworth,
Lucius King, Jacob H. ¥an Dreusen, and lsaac L. Van
Deusen. Truman Wheeler, David Wainwright, George
Beckwith, Caleb Stanley, Benjamin Rogers, Grocius
Dewey, William Dewey, and Ralph Tayler, have been
appointed justices, but have not taken the oath which
the law prescribes. There may, perhaps, have been
.some athers

Gen. Joseph Dwight was born in Dedham in 1703,
His early advantages for edacation are not known. In
1733 he wag admitted 1o the bar in the county of Hamp-
shire, being theo an inhabitant of Brookfield. Con-
cerning the extent of his practice, there is no informa-
tion. He soon entered upon military life, and distin-
guished himsell as commander of the arillery of Mas-
sachusetts in 1745, at the memorable eapture of Louis-
burg, on Cape DBreton, E[e);?'l‘-ttu:ul:u']3, in conveying the
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ordnance and mifitary stores zcross the exiensive and
miry morass west of the town, and in the subsequent at-
tack on the walls.

[n 1756, he went at the head of a brigade of Massd-
chusetts militia to Lake Champlain, in the second
French war, Soon aefter his return fiom the north, he
purchased a situation in this town, where he con-
tinued the remainder of his days. When thix County
was formed, in 1761, he was appointed Judge of the
County Court and Judge of Probate ; bath which offi-
ees he retained until his death, June 9, 1765, aged 62,

Hin personal appearance wasvery fine. He was dig-
nified in his manners, an upright judge, and an exem-
Pplary profiw-or of the religion of the gospel. No man
in the County, in civil life, was more esteemed; and
aged people still apeak of him with the greatest respeet.

For his second wife, he married the widow of the
Rev. John Sergeant, & woman of superior underetand-
ing and ardent piety, by whon he had two children. the
late Henry Williams Dwight; Eaq., of Stockbridge, and
the seeond wife of the late Judge Sedgwick, of the same
town.



A HISTORY

OF THE

TOWN OF ALFORD.

BY NORMAN LESTER, ESg.

Tris town is of irregular form. Its greatest length
‘is a little more than 5 miles, and it= greatest breadth a
littte more than 3. Its area is about 6332 acres, rome-
what less than ten square miles, It is bounded on the
west hy the State of New Yark, on the north by West
Stockbridge, on the east by Great Barrington, and on
the south by Egremont. Ir consists of several tracts of
land. One on the south-wesi, bordering on Egremont, -
called the Skawenen purchase, was obtained of the
Swckbridge Indians, it is said, in the year 1736, Ano-
ther traet, called the Greenland Grant, north of this, is
supposed to have been granted by the Legistature to
David Ingersol, Esq., formerly an inhabitant of Great
Barrington. A section on the cast side of the town, 652
rods long, 210 broad on the north line, and 266 on the
gouth, was taken from Great Barrington, when the town
ways iucorporated in 17%3. By an addition to the routh
end of this, in 1619, it became 712 rods in length, Many
years since, a small stwrip of land was annexed to the
west side of the town, which fell into thiz State, upon
the final establishment of the boundary line betwcen
Massachusets and New York

The time when the town began to be settled, is not
precisely known. There may have been some families
ie:e as eariy as 1740, but were not many before about
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1750 or 65. In 1773 there were about 2s many inhab-
-_tianrs as there are at the present time.

Awmong the carly settlers were Dea. Eleazer Barret,
Ehenezer Barret, Dea. Roben Johnsou, Jobu and Sim-
eou Hulburt, aud the ancestors of the Speary, Wilcox,
Keleey, Hamlio, and Baker families, most ol them, per-
haps l}, from Connecticut.  There were' alse fumnilien

-by the name of Brunson, Fenton, Munger, and Waruer,

which are now extinct in town. The pluce has been
remarkable (or changing .its inhabirants. Many have
retnoved to the western part of New York, and  the
northeru part of Ohio.  But few of the descendants of
the first settlers remsin among us.

The west part of the town is mountainous. Tom
Ball also extendx into the torth-east corner of the town
from West Stockbridge and Great Barrington, south of

_which is a chain of hills,

A stream, one branch of which rises in West Stock-
bridge. and another in the Sate of New York, runs
fromn nosth to south thrnugh the eastern part of this town,
on which are three saw-mills, one grist-mill, a fuiling
mill, a carding machine, a stone saw-mill, and a small
tannery. This stream passes into Great Barrington,
receives the outlet of Long Pond, and assumes the
name of Seckonk brook. Green river crosses the
south-west corner of the town, on which is another grist-
mill. The above are all the milld in town. There are
two marble quarries, but they are not much improved,
We have one store, a tavern, and a post-office,

The people are very generally engaged in the culti-
vation of the earth. The tops aud sone pasta of the
sides of the mountaing are rocky and harren, covered
only with small timher, ‘The vales between the moun-
tains are interspersed with hills and lime ledges, conaid-
erable ‘portions of which are fit for tillage and grass,
Tixcept on the mountains, the soil is generally gond,
Some of it, especially on the north part, is graveily,
some of it is a loam, with an intermixture of clay.

In 1820, the number of iuhabitants was 570, In 1321
there were 72 dwelliog-houses ; since wlhich, severaf old
louses have been taken down, and new oner L, but

~. the number has not incréeascd.  There are three distriet
achools, in which about 240 scholars are taught. The
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‘sthools are kept about eight months ip the year; msbomt
hal{ the time by male, aud the other half by female
teachers.

The inbhabitaus were originally Congregationalists 3
and a Coagregational chureh formerly existed lere,
respectable for numbers.  The Rev. Joseph Avery was
settled over itabout 1779 or B0y butin econsequence of
the tumults which teok place inthe &havs rebeition, was
dismissed about 1737, He was re-serded in Tyring-
ham; and the charch and society, afier languishing for
a titne, became extingt, .

The peaple ere divided on religious sabjects, A por-
tion of them early hecame Baptists : abour 1736 o1 7,
some hecame Methodists.

In 1317, a number of individuals of different denom-
inatiows, viz. Congregaiionalists, Bapiists, and Meilio-
dists, united in building a house for public worship Iy
subscription, and agreed to call it the * Union Mecitng-
kouse”” The Mathodists were to oecupy it one hall of
the time, and the other denominations the other halfl
The house is 46 feet by 34 og the ground.

Physicians ia the town.
John Hulburt, Forward Barnum, and Thomas Dirake. |

Magistrates.

Dv. Hulburt, Willinm Brunson, Abner Relloge, Phi-
lander Hulburt, Amos Kellegg, Blilu Lester, Norman
Lester, and Hugo Dewey.

The late Rev. Aaron Kinne spent the latter years of
liis life4in this zown.

He was ordained over the first Conagregational chureh:
in Groton, Con. in October, 17704 but his people were
so diminished and wealiened by the awful wmassacre at
Fort Griswold, Sept. 6, 1781, that they could aive hin
afterwards only o partial support, and m 1793, it De-
.eame necessary that he should be dismissed.  Both be-
fore and after kis disinission, he went as a missionary,
and labored for Jimited periods'in the new settlements
in the State of New York. In 1800 Le moved into
Winsted, a parish in Winchester, Con. and contrihu-
ted very mueh by his preaching and prudence to unite
the elmrch and people in that place, and to lay a foun-
.dation for the prosperity which they have since enjoy-
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&d. In 1503 he moved to Egremont, and two yeazrs
afier e moved to this town, in both which places, he
preached ofien, especially in Egremont, where his la-
bors were greatly blessed. At times he was empleyed
by the Berkshire and Columlin Missionary Society to
labour ip these tewns, and in Maunt Washiugton. In
the summer of 1824, he went into the state of Ohie,
where lie died suddenly in an apoplectic fit, in the
towh of Talmadge, five days after his arrival there, at
the house of his son in law, Dr. Wright, on the 9th
day of July, in the 30th vear of his age.
Mr. Kinne was born at Worwich, Con. in Newent
society, now a part of the town of Lisbon, aud was
gradunated at ¥ale Cotlege in 1763, He possessed a
sound understanding, whaeh he retained to an unusual
degree to 1he very close of life, and he was highly re-
-sprctable as a echolar. Though not a gracelul, he was
still an interesting preacher.  His sermous were full of
thouglt and instruction, conveyed in appropriate and
-energetic language.  ‘The doctiines of grace were fa-
mitiar to him, and he excelled in the knowledge of the
hirtorical, prophetical aud typical parts of scripture—
Besides contributions to the Connecticut Evangelical
Miurazine, Panoplist, and some smatl works, he pub-
lished in 1814, * An explanation of the Priucipal
Types, the Prophecies of Daniel aod Yosea, the Reve-
lation, aud other symbolical passages of the Holy
Seriptures,” in an octave volume of 339 pages. A vol
ume af serinous which he prepared fur publication, inay
yet paes through the press.
Ile was a man of prayer: three times in the course
of the morning on whichhe died, he was discovered e
.gaged in private devotion,
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In the autumn of 1734, a mission was commenced-
among the Housatorie Indians by My, Johu SBergeant,
then a eandidate for the ministry, assisted by Mr, Ti-
maothy Woodbridge as schoolmaster. Tuey were pa-
teonized by the Board of Commissioners for Indian Af-
fair= in Roston, of which his Excellency Jonathan Bel-
cher, then Dritish Goveiror of Massachusetts, and Dr
Benjamin Celmun, a clergymun in Boston, were the
most active and inflaeential membera.  About half of
these Indians, then reduced to 8 or 10 families, lived in
the Great Meadow on the Housatonic, in this town,
gorth of the Plain, calfed by them Wnabktukook. Here
Kinkapor, ithe mincipal Indian, resided, who had just
b..fore been honored by (Gov. Belcher with a capin’e
comwmiasion, and whose desire to be instructed i0 Chris-
tiauity hod led on, more than any other cirenmeiance,
to the establishment of the mistion. His cabin atoud
on a knoll, a few rods north of Korkapot brook, on 1he
east side of the county road. 'Tle other Indians lived
on their reservation in Sheflield. called by thern Skate-
haok, about 10 miiles south., There Uinpachenc resi-
d--d, whom Gov. Relcher had made a lieutenant. "Their
living in these reparate seitlements, it was perceived at
once, would seriously interfere with their insteuction,
especiaily with the sc..ooling of the childree. To remn-
edy 1hiv evil in some measure for the time beine, the
Indians agreed 10 dwell together in the winter = uson,
about hall way between their sctilements; and tiey
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immediately began the erection of o public house at the
pluce selected, (somewhere in Great Barrington, though
the precise spot is not known} which should serve the
double purpose of a mecting-house and school-house,
Around this they erecied sinall huts for the uccommada-
tion of their tamilies, and 1 a short ume all noved thi-
ther.  Bat then it was necessary for them to retorn 1o
their settlemenxs in the spring. (o plant, and to pursue
their maans of living upon their own grounds. It be-
came therefore an impuriant object for thein, and others
who should unite with themn, to provide for their dwel-
livg permacentdy togethers for although their number
was now sinall, they belonged to,a large wibe of In.
diuns, whe had been commonly called hy the English,
Ricer Indians, rume of whom lived in the northwest
corner of Connecticat, and more at various places
westward within the bounds of New-York., Could a
suitable and sulficienit township be obtained, it was ex-
peered their wetilement . would become considerably
large.

Made acquainted with their sitvation, the Legisia-
ture, on the 17th of March, 1735, granted them a town-
ship, six niiles square, to be luid outon the Housatonic
river, immediately north of Moenument Moumain, yro-
vided the proprietnrs and settlers of the upper Housa-
tonic township could he induced to give up their right
to tuat portion of their lands on which the new township
would partly fall. The design was, to include the fine
alluvial graunds at Wnaliktukook, already cleared and
cultivated to sume extent, where a part of the Indiaos
then lived, and where they inight easily raise corn and
other articles of fnod, aud supply themselves with tish
from the river.  Thissput, with the lands immediately
about it, protected in part on all sides by mountaina [rom
the rage of the elements, was selected with admirable
Judginenr to be the seat of the mission. DBut how to
free the lands, justiy and honorably, from incumbrance,
was the difficulty. .

+ A commiuee, consisting of John $toddard, Ebenezer
Poraroy, and Thontas tngersoll, Esquires, were appoin-’
ted * to weizgh and consider all things and civcumstan-
ce~'? relative to rhe locarinn and settlement of the town,
to confer with the Indians and Jearn their views and

A
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wishies; to sell their reservation in Sheffield, to satiefy
the proprieturs and seujers of the upper Housatonie
township, (should an arrangement be effected,) o far
as it woald goy 10 give e proprictors living below
Monument mountain wiiat more should be necessary te
indennily thew fur their loss in the ungranted Tanda in
the vicinity. aud 0 the proprictors ebove the mountain,
wln were cxpected (0 renove, an equivalent in soms .
of the ungranted lands of the Proviuce, cither in the vi-
<cinity vr clacwhere. Should hu iuq,t\nmmtab!e obsata-
cles vecu, the commnitter were o proceed further, and
actnally lay ont the town 5 in doing which, one sixtieth
part o it was to be reserwed fur the missionary ; ano-
ther sixtieth part for the schoolmnster, and a sutficient
- portion foy four other English families, who shoutd set-
tle in i, aud assist them in their great and benevolent
work. :

They had lhte difticalty in performing the duties as-
signed then, eXxcepg with two or threc Dutchmen who
had settled abave the mountain. At length, however,

- these agreed to come to an accommodation. Jeholakim
Van Valkenburgh, a speciul friend of Capt. Kankapaot,
_who sometimes ac.ed as s interpreter, to whom he had
given 40 acres of land in Waahkiukook, dnd 250 acres
of upland adjoining, sold out, und moved below the
mounntain, ‘L'he purchasers gave the land to the Indians,
taking an equivalent in unappropriated lands from the-
. Legistature. ‘The spot on which ¥Van Valkenburgh fived
is said o be that mow oecupied by Mr. Francis Dresser,

In April, 1736, the commiuee laid out the town in an
exact equare.  'T'he west and east parallel lines ran
north 9 deg. east. 770 rods in the upper Housatonie:
wownship and 1150 ahove it, in all 1924 ; the south and
north parallel lines ran east, 9 deg. soush, from the sup-

osed boundary of New York the same distance, .

here (ell in the Housatonic township 9240 acres, and.
northward of it, 13,900 ; total 23,040. The surve
included the present townships of Stockbridge and W..
Btockbridge. _

In May, the committee reported théir doings to the
Leegislature ; and early in this moenth the Indiang moved
into tha town; with two new families added 10 theic
smmber. Others moved ii?suon after, so that by the

1

-
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elose of Juve there were more than 90 souls in the set-
thement. _ '

In the month of August, Mr. Sergeant visited Gov.
Belcher at Boston with some of the Indians, who ex-
pressed great thank{ulness for the kindness the Govern-
ment had bestowed upon them, particularly in granting
them a township, for the conveniency of their living to-
gether. And in return, {in addition to the reservation
in Bheffield,) * gave up their challenge to two iniles of
land, ome mile on each side of the road from Housartun-
=uk to Weslfield,” a much greater tract than that given
to.them m the new township, though probably of less
value. They also * prayed for the assistance of (o
vernment in Kuilding them a meeting-kouse and school-
house”

¢ In Jamrary, 1737, the subject being laid before them
by the Govemar, the Legistature ordered that a meet-
ing-house, 30 feet broad and 40 long, together with a
school house, showld be built for the Indians at the
charge of the Province : Col. Btoddard of Northamp-
ton, Mr. Scrgeant and M1, Woodbridge were appointed
a commitiee to see that the order was executed.

“On the 7th of May, in this year, the grant of the
tewn was formally confirmed to the Indians, their heirs
and assigns 3 and in 173D the town was incorporated,
and ealted Beockbridge, doubtless after Stockbridge in
Emgland. . )

it was some time-before the meeting-house and school-
house 'Were erected, probably owing to the difficulty of
dbwainmg materials, But by the of November,
1439, he day of public-thanksgiving in the Commeon--
wealth, the meeting-honse was so far completed, that it:
wip opened for-the worship of God. This stood a few'
rode northeast from the site of the present south meet-
ing-house. The fratne-is now the frame of a barn half:
a mile west, oo a farm belonging to the Hon. Herry
W. Dwight.. The school-houre stood in the street, nigh”
ihe dwelling-louse of ke writer. )

The settlement gradually inereased for many veara:
*Fhe nmmnber of sonls in it jn March, 1740, wes 130.
Fawilies came in from various places, In’ the spring
of 1744, the inhabitants of a emall viliage, called Kau-:
nrumeek, dn-the flat about Bminerd’s Bridge, 6 miles:
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-west of New Lebanon, where David Brainerd taboted
mbout a year, moved here, agreeably to the advice of
that celebrated missionary. In January, 1747, there
were ncarly 50 families and probably nearly 200 sauls ;
in July, 1749, 53 families and 218 souls. They were
zlterwards incrensed to about 4); and I have seenia

- statement, entitled to regard, which implies that at one
time they were much more numerous.. They may have
been sometimes more and sometimes less than 400, by
the accession and removal of families; for by natural
increase titey hardiy held their own. But 400 was, as

» far a3 is known, about tlteir average number while they
remained in this town. :

Priot to the Revolutionary war, a township (6 miles
mquare, ) alterwards called New Stockbridge, was given |
to them by the Oneidas in the State of New York, -

They were prevented from removing to this tract untii
‘after the peace of 1783, Some removed in the eourpe
of that year ; they more generally removed in 1785, and

- the residue in 1788, At the time of their removal their
number was about 420, In 1810, they are eaid to have

“ béen more than 600; but they afterwards diminisked
to 460. C

In 1822, these Indians began to remove to Green
Bay, on the southern shore of Lake Michigan, ontda

- tract of 5,000,000 acres, purchased for them and other
Indians in the State of New York, for £5,000, of the
Menominie and Winnebago tribea. They are now nesp-
1y all removed on to the tract, where they have o settfe-
.ment which bears the name of their settlement it Neaw
York. The head of Green Bay is near the centre of
their purchase. '

The residence of Capt. Konkapot# in this town, ths
principal man among the Indians when the mission wes
commenced, has een mentioned. King Ben, [Benfa-
min Kolkewenaunaut] had a house on the elevated
ground back from the Housatopic, half a mile westof .
the Plain.  In 1771, being then 94 years old, this man
said to the Indians that they must appoint another king,
and king Solomen [Solomon Unhaunnauwaunnatt] was

. chesen his suceessor. Solomol’s housc was ‘on the
south bank of the Housatonie, opposite ¢ Lirde Hilk”
He died jn Feb, 1757, aged about 50. King Ben lived
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“uatil Aprii, 1781, being 104 years old. Some of the In-

dian bouses were on the Plain, some on the meadows
mear the river, and a few about Bammun’s brock.
There is no evidence that they ever resided in West
Beockbridge in eny considerable numbers. Two or
three families lived for u tiine on the flat on the Houea-
tenic, nigh the dwejling-house of Elijah Andrews. That
town was separated from thie 1n 1974, many years be-

" fore their removal to the State of New York.

Though these Indians were at first called River Indians
by the English, they were afterwards more generally
denominated Housatonic Indians, uniil the incorporatien
of this town, Since that time they have been common-
ly called Btockbridge Indians. 'lyhey have zlso some-
titnes, as well aa the tribe a4 New London, Con,, been
salled Mohegans, which is a eorruption of their proper
name, Muhhekaneews. This is derived from an Indian
word, Muhhekaneew in the singular, and Muhkekaneok
in the plural, which as interpreted by themselves, signi-
fies,  the people of the great waters, continually in
motion”,

“ Their history, as derived from the traditions of
their ancestors, by one of the tribe,” says President

: Dwight, in his Travels, vol. ii. p.384, *issummarily

the foliowing :™

“They came from a distant country, west by north 3
i. e. a country lying in that direction from their present
residence; crossed over the great waters, which sepa-
rate that country from this, and after a series of pilgrim-
ages, arrived on the borders of Hulsoi’s river. Here
they settled, and spread through the neighbouring coun-
try. Their ancestors, they say, were much more civi-
lized than their descendants; lived in towns and villa-
ges, and were very numerous ; but, being dispersed by
e {amine, they were obliged to seck for subsistence in
distant regions. In the progress, they lost their arts
and mmaoners; or in the fanguige of the listoricn
“ apostatized,” Before they began sensibly (o dimi-
wnish, they could furnish on any emcrgency a thousand
warricts; and of course cnnsisted of about four or five
theusand persons; probably, however, not more thany
four thousand.”
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]t ought to be added,” says the President, * from
this writer, that when their ancestors came to Hudson’s
river, they there first after passing overthe great waters,
“ where,” to use the language of the historian, ** this
and the other country is nearly connected, saw ebbing
and flowing waters; and said one to another, this is
like Muhheakunnuk, the place of our pativity.” In the
description given above of their route, this account is
precisely established, Between the Straits of Behring,
by which America and Asia * are nearly connected,”
and Albany, the course is as near west by north, as we
can suppose such a tribe, wandering over such a dis-
tance, would place it, and the waters of the Hudson
would be the first * ebbing and flowing waters” which
emigrants would discover, after they had left those
straits, In-one instance, therefore, we have an Indian
tradition, directly asscrting, in terms which canoot easi-
Iy be misconstrued, that the Americans, partly at least,
came from the eastern shore of Asia,

Concerning the language of these Indians, the young-
er President Edwards shows, in a dissertation read in
1788, before the Connecticut Society of Arts and Sci-
ences, that it was the common language of the Indianw
in New Eungland, of the Penobscots bordering on Nova
Scotia, of the Indians of 3t, Francis,in Canada, and of
tribes fur to the west and south, with the exception of
the Iroquois, that it was spoken more generally than’
any other Indian language in North America. %iﬁ’ero
ent tribes of course used different-dialecta : but the Jan-
gua%a was radically the same. KEiliot’s translation of
the Bible was into a particular dialect of it

In this language there is no diversity of gender, either
in nouns or prenouns. With regard to cases, these Io-
dians use but ane variation from the nominative, formed
by adding the syliable an, as wnechun, nechunan, his
child ’l?hey form the plural by adding a letter or sylla-
ble to the singular, as nemannguw, a man, nemannguk,

men; perumpause, a boy, penumpausoouk, boys.

They distinguish the natural refatious of men to each

ether mere carefully than we do, or pechaps any other

pation, having one word to express an elder brother,

netokcon, another tolexpress o younger brother, nghee-

aum, &c. 'They have no adjectives in their language,
' 2l
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unless we recken numerals and such words as all, many,
&c. ndjectives. They have no relative corresponding
to who or which, but instead of the man who walks,
they may the walkiog man, or the walker, &c, Begides
their use of prefizes and suffizes, Dr. Edwards discovered
e remarkable analogy between some words in their lan-
guage, and the corresponding words in the Hebrew.

This tribe was considered by itzell, and acknowledged
by the other tribes as being the eldest Lranch of their
nation, and as such had regularly the precedence in
their councils. . :

But what was the effect of the mission upon these In-
dians ?

Ouqe incidental and very important effect was, that
their friendship was effectually secured to the Engliak,
They performed numerous kind offices lor the early set-
tlers of this County and (or otbers who passed through
it, acting as their guides and interpreters. In time of
war they were spies for the English, and often foughs,
and sometimes shed their blood in their armies. Though
Fort Massachusette was repeatedly attacked in the time
of the first French war, and terror was spread through
all this region § though Mr. Bergeant’s house was gar
risoned and perhaps some others in the town, yet in
consequence, as it was supposed at the time, of the
well known friendship of the Muhlhekaneews, no hostile
Indizns ventured down into the vicinity of this place,
and the southern section of the County was saved from
such calamitied as befel some of the settlements on Con-
necticut river; and othersto the west in the State of N.Y.
And though in the sccond French war the few familiesin
Williamstown, Lanesborough and Pittsfield were disturb-
ed ; and though in one instance, in 1754, as it is gen-
; erally stated, but in the summer of 1755, us the time is

iven by the Rev. Mr. Taylor, in his appendix to the
Eedeemed Captive, asmall yarty came into the centre
of the County, two of which attacked a'family in Stock-
bridge ; yet the mischief was little, compared with
what probably would have been done, had it not'been
for the friendship of the Stockbridge tribe, There was
indeed a suspicion for a timz that they were in some
way concerned in this attack, But of this proof was
wanting. * Upon investigation, tite cnemy was found
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to consist of the Scatekook tribe, who had instigated
the Orondocks and others to the invasion,” The fami-
1y attacked was that of Mr. Joshua Chamberlain, who
lived on the * Hill,” on the ground now occupied by
the house of Mr. Stephen Hull. ‘Y'he attack was made
on the Sabbath, while the peopte geberolly were at-
tending public worship. The Indians were bravely op-
poscd by a liired man of Mr, Chamberlain, by the nama
of Owen.,  Buot his resistance ouly enabled Klr. Cham-
berlain and wife to escape, lie at length (alling under
his wounds, and dying very soon. 'The Indians scalped
him, and killed and scalped one child, and carricd awny
another, which they soon killed, in consequence of dis-
covering that a party was in pursuit of them. At tha
game tine that this effair took place, the people were
fleeing hither for safcty fromn Pirtefieid and Lenox. Ia
this flight a person was killed in thc edpe of Lenox, a
- little narth of the house in this town fornerly betonging
to Dea Samuel Whelpley. By this invasion, alarm
wag produced in the County, and old fortifications were
repaired, or new oncg built, Very soon after this, the
" Stockhridge Indians were received as soldiers in the
service of Massachusetts, and showed kow they had
been standered, by fighting for the whites, In the Re-
volutionary war, a part of the company of minutc men
under the commaund of Capt. Goodrich of this town, was
composed of Indians, These acted as rangers for a
time in the vieinity of Boston, under Capt. Timothy
Yokun, onec of their own tribe, A full company went
to the White Plains, under Capr.Daniel Nimham, where
' four were slain, and some died of sickness. Numbers
served at other places. At the close of the war, Timo-
thy Edwards and others, contractars for supplying a di-
vision of the army at West Point with provisions, were
ordered by Gen. Washingtor, (as the traditian is here, }
to'give the Indians a feast, in consideration of their good
conduct in the service. An ox, weighing 1100, was
roasted whole, the whole tribe partook of it, the men
first, and then the woinen, according to custom, The
Rev. John Scrgeant (theyounger) aud a Mr. Deane pre-
aided at the table, and the principal men of the place
attended. The feast was kept near the residence of
king Sclomon ; und after this was over, the Indiane
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Buried the hatchet, in token that the war was past, and
perforined somme other ceremonies in their own style, for
the gratification of the company.

But how far were they civilized and christianized 3
To judge correcily of this, it must be remembered that
when the missim was esiablished among them, they
were in the common debased state of the Aborigines
g;nera!ly in our country. The school commenced by

r. Woodbridge in the autumn of 1734 was kept by
him many years, and was regularly kept afterwards (for
some time by Mr. Johu Sergeant, Jun.) until the In-
dians emigrated to the region of the Oneidas. In this,
the body of the Indian children were justructed, and
probably pbtained as good an education as Englich
children at that period generally did in the common
echaols of New England.

In 1741, Mr. Sergeant projected the plan of a board-
ing schodl, which was snmmurily this: That a tract of
laud of about 200 acres should be set aside for the use
of the school, and a house erected upon it ; thata num-
ber of children and youth, between the ages of 10 and
20, should be received, and placed under the care of
two masters, one of whom should take the oversight of
them in theiv liours of {abour, and the other in their
hours of study, and that their time shaold be so divided
betwveen the hours of labour and study, as to make one
the diversion of the other ; that the [ruit of their labonra
should go towards their maintainance, and to carry on
the general design, and that a stock of cattle should ba
maintaingd on the place for the saine purpose. It was
also propoesed to iake into the number, on certain con-
-ditious, children from any of the Indian tribes around,
thrat by their means the principles of virtue and christian
knowiedge might be spread as far as poesible. -

This project was very popular among the Indian and
English inhabitants of this place, and much was eventu-
ally done by them, considering their circumstances, for
promoting it. It was also popular with the com-
maissioners and their friends in Boston. But befora
-much was done, the first Freiich war commenced, which
rendared it necessary that the aciual establishment of
the school should be postponed for a season. In the
anean while, as the Corporation for Indian Affairs, wo-
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der which the commissioners acted, existed in London,*
the project attracted the favorable notice ol such blessed
men there as Dr. Isaac Watts and Capt. Thomas Co-
ram, who exerted themselves to raise funds for the sup-
port of the school. The Prince of Wales headed &
subscriptipn with 20 guineas, and a few others high in
rank and office subscribed for it. Mr. Isaac Igol]is
made provision at first for supporting 12 boys, end af-
terwards for supporting 24, and was so anxious that the
children should be instructed immediately, that Mr.
Bergeant took 12 under hiscare in the beginning of 1748
But aa 1t was not altogether safe for them to remain here
during the war, he procured Capt, Mariin Kellogg,
of Newington, in Wetherstield, Con., to take them
in May, and instruct them for a year. In 1749, the
war being closed, a house for the boarding school was
erected, which stood on the soutizern end of the garden
belonging to Mr. Benoni C. Wells.
The heart of Mr. Sergeant was drawn exceedingly
“towards this school. His successor, President Edwards,
thought much of it, and directly after his settlement in
this place, a large cooncil from the Six Nations sat
here to consider the subject ¢l sending their children to
the schoof.  After it was opened, the Hev. Gideon Haw-
ley, afterwards missionary at Marshpee, it is under
stood, itstructed it for a time. ** He taught a few fa-
milies of Mohawks,Oneidas and Tuskaroras.” TheRev,
Cotton Mather Smith, who afterwards settled in Sharon,
Con., also instructed it for a season. Butarrangements
for managing the eclicol were never very thoroughly
made ; and admirable as was the plan, and as much as
it promised, the occurrence of the second French wer
neasrly destroyed it
Notwithstanding this unhappy issue, hawever, in this
echool, in connection with the common school, a consi-
derable number of Indiars received a good education
A few also were instructed at the Indian charity school
at Hanover, N. H., and Peter Pohquennoppeet was
graduated at the College in that town in 1980.  This
Sir Peler, as he was commanly called, was a man of

* The migsion tras fivally supported by the Suciety o Scotland
for propagating Christisn knowiedge.



2% - B18TOBRY OF BEAESHIERL

good talents and character, and connected with Jo-
seph Quanaukaunt, Capt. Hendrick Aupaumut, wnd
Capt. John Konkapot, in a council, which after the de-
ceass of king Solomon, regulated the effairs of the
tribe. The regal power, it is said, belonged to Joseph
Quanackaunt; but being a very modest and unas-
suming, aa well as sensible man, he chose not to be
King, but wished the tribe to be governed by a council.

Many of the Indians were fitted for the traneaction of
afl ordinary business, A part of the town offices were
unifoemly sustained by them while they remained in
this place. The speech of one of the chiefs to the Mas-
i sachusetts Congress in 1775, in Bingham’s Columbian
Orator, tendering his services in the Revolutionary war,
may be teken asa specimen of the talent at oratory
which sonie of them possessed.

As to religion, it is evident that the Spirit of God was
poured forth under the ministry of Mr. Sergeant, and
that hia labours were blessed to the converrion of many
souis. The Lord’s supper was first administered here
on the 4th of Juné, 1733 ; but as a number had made a
profession years before, the church must be considered
as previously existing, although we have no express ac-
eount of the time and manner of its orgmnization.
About 100, from firet to last, made a profession of chris-
tianity ; and though itis not certain alt these were geau-
ine converts, yet we have no awthority for restricting
the operations of grace entirely to those who became
professors, nor indeed to the members of this tribe : for
sonsiderable numbers from other tribes oceasienally lis-
tened here to the instructions of the gospel,

But the extent to which they were eivilized and chris-
tianized, will be more fully understood by attending to
the labours of the successive missionanes.

At the time Mr. Sergean: received his appointment,
he was a tutor in Yale College. He visited the Indians
in the autumn of 1734, and sgain in the spring of 1735,
and in July in the latter year, having relinquished the
duties of the tutorship, he took up his residence with
the Indiaus for life. On the 3lst of August following,
lie was ordained at Deerfield, where Gov, Belcher had
made an appointment to meet some Indian tribes about
that time, for the purpose of making a treaty with them,
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The ordination: took place on the Sabbath, in the pre-
sence of the congregation usually worshipping there, of
the Governor and a large commiitee of both houses of
the Legislature, of the Indians collected from several
tribes, and of some of the Housatonic Indians, wlo sat
hy theinselves, and formally received Mr. Scigeant as
their missionary.

In the winters of 1734 and 5, and of 1733 and 6, the
Indians were instructed in Great Barrington, and in the
intermediale summer in Sheffield and Stockbridge.
Upon their removal to this town in May in the year last
mentioned, Mr. Woodbridge removed here and boarded
with Capt. Konkapot. r. Sergeant boarded with a
family in Great Barrington uniil Jan, 1737, when he
tnoved into town, and boarded with Mr. Woodbridge,
who had settled in a family state. The first residence
of Mr. Woodbridge was on the « Hill,” eastward from
the house of Dea. Josiah Jonee. He afterwards buiita
house on the farm now owned by Mr. Samue! Good-
rich. In the course of 1737, Mr. Sergeant built the
houee on the * Plain,” occupied at the present time by
the widow of Gen. Bilas Pepoon, and which is now the
oldest house in town. He afterwards built the house on
the Hifl, now occupied by his grandsen, Maj. Sewall
Bergeant.  In this he died.

Ignorant of their language, Mr, Sergeant at first fn-
structed the Indians, of necessity, by the aid of en in-
terpreter.  In this way he translated into their language
some prayers for their daily wse, and Wartts’ first cate-
chism for the benefit of children. But as the disadvan-
tages of this mode were many, he applied himself dii-
gently to the study of the language, and in August,
1737, began to declare unto them in their own tougue
the wonderfil works of Giod.  Afterwards he mude such
proficiency in it, that the Indians were acrustomed to
say he spoke their Janguage better than they did.

This year, Col. Ephraim Williams from Newton, and
M. Yosiah Jones frg Weston, two of the persons ex-

eeted to setile heté™and aid Mr. Bergeant and Mr
oodbridge, emigrated to this town with their families:
Both péfghed on the  Hill ;* Col. Williams first builta
Mouns niirly opposite to the house now belonging to
M. Ephreim Williams, and afterwards the house owned
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by the [ate Dr. West ; ond Mr, Jones built a house on
the ground now occupied by his grandson, Dea. Josiah
Jones. Mr. Joseph Woodbridge, brother of the school-
master, from West Springfield, and Mr. Ephraim Brown
{rom the place now called Spencer, the other two per-
sons conternplated, came here ofterwards, Mr. Weod-
bridge had a house on the cotner of the lot, between
the Housatonic turnpike and the ecastern side of the
road running over the * Hill,” to the east of Maj. Ed-
ward Burrall’s.  Mr. Brown settled half a mile to the
north-west (rom Col. Williains, though he did not re-
main long in town, but was succceded by Bamuel
Brown, a cousin,

The accession of these valuable men was doubtleas
uselul to the mission, furnishing the Indiane with a
practical and constant exhibition of the influence of civi-
lization and ¢hristianity on the concerns, relationa and
duties of life and godliness; but they greatly increased
Mr. Sergeant’s jabors: for he had aflterwards to dis-
charge the duties of a minister both to the English and
Indione. On the sabbath he used to begin public wor-
ship with a short pathetic prayer for a blessing on the
word in both languages; and then read a portion of
Seripture with explanatory notes and observations, in
both, on such passages as scemed most to need them,
All his public prayers and the communion service wera
in both languages ; and it was lis constant practice to

reach four sermons every Liord’s day, two to the Eng-
}:si‘l and two to the Jedians ; except in the short days
end cold season of the winter, when he preached three,
one to the English and two to the Indions, Besides
all this, in the summer season it was his constent cuss
tom to spend about an hour with the Indians, after di-
vine service was over in the eflernoon, instructing, ex-
borting, warning, and cautioning them, in a free, familiar
wnd pathetic manner, in their own language ; and in the
winter season he comunonly met with them one evenin
in the week for religious exercises, Iis sermona ans
somments on passages of Scripture for the Indians,
ware {irst written in English, and then translated into
the Indian toogue. In the course of his readings to
tvem, he translated the account of the creation, of the
il of mao, the c%lling of Abrahwm, Uud’s dealings
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phecies concerning the eoming of Christ, &e., the fonr
Evangelists, the Acts of the Apostles, and all the Epin.
tes ; while in his discourses to the English, he went
through nll the Bpistles, with a labored and learmned
pavaphrase, critical notes and useful observations, not
by the belp of expositors, but by a careful exeinination
of the oviginal Greek, endeavoring thence to gather the
trie sense and meaning of the wiiters.

In addition te these more formal preparations and
secvices i had econstanidy to watch over the Indians,
Jest they shoenld relapse into heathenisin, to make many
pastoral visits, and imaintain an exteneive correspond-
enee wirth lils pavticndar friends, with the commissioners,
and with intelligent and pious persons in this country
and in Great Britain, who were disposed-to make in-
quiries ¢oncerning the mission, and felt interested in ita
snceess. Lut Il Scrgeant was not suffered to continue
in these various and usciul lubours by reason of deeth,
On the last week in June, 1749, he was seized witha
nervous fiver, attended with a cancer and inflamma-
tion in Uie thiroat, which closed his life on 1he 27 of
the following wonth, at the age of 39. The religion
wliels e had pweeched and practized, sustained him in
hiis sickuges, aud anunaied him in the moments of dis-
sotuiion,

e wasn notive of Wewark, N. T, and graduate of
Yale College 1929, where he was tutor four years.  Tn
stature he was pather small; bt possessed a beautiful
countenares atd a gﬂUd C()llSTilufiﬁ"-

Few pevsous have been as greatly reloved in life and
Taumented in death as this servant of God.  His talents,
natural and acquired, were superior, his temper sweet,
his manncrs engaging, and his piety ardent and perse-
vering.  In epistolary writing he greatly excetled. Dug
one of his sermons was printed.  That was preached
at Sprivgficld, in the audience of the associnted pastors
of the county of IIampshire, Apvil 4, 1743, on the
causes and danger of delusion inthe afinivs of religien,
and published a: the request of the hearers,

The eflect of his lubours upon the Indiana waa very
happy. From 8 or 10} faunities they bad inereased to
mare than 50, during his ministry, had beenirecloimed

Wl
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from many errors and vices, had assumed n stable cha-
racter as & aaciety, regularly attended public worship,
had 20 bouses built atter the English manner, and paid
eoneiderable attention to the cultivation of the earth.
In :inginiethey wete great proficients.  Fifty or sixey
who had become hopeful converts were admitted to full
gsommunion by him ; some of whom died in faith before
him: 42 survived him. He Dbaptized 182 natives,
adulis and infanta.  His services were also greatiy use-
ful to the English who settled here.

He let a widow, who was subsequently married fo
Brig. Gen. Dwight; and three children, Electa, Eras~
tue, and John. The first was married to Col. Mark
Hopkins of Great Barrington 3 the other two wili be-
mentioned berealter. .

There were 12 English families in town nt the time
of hia death, viz. his own famiiy, the family of Timothy
Woodbridge, of Col, Williams, of Josiah Jones and Jo-
soph Woodbridge ; of Samuel Brown, of Samuel Brown
Jun. and Joshua Chamberlain, son and son-in-law of
Samuel Brown, from Bpencer, of David Pixley from
Westfield, of John Willard from Canecan, previeus!
from Wetheorsfield, and of Jokn Taylor and J
Cooper fromn West Springfield.

r. Hopking of Great Darriogton, afterwards Dr.
Hopking, was first appointed to succeed Mr. Sergeant;
hut he declined the appointment, among other conside-
rations, in the hope that the Rev, Jonathan Edwards,
his theological instructor and particular. friend, then re-
eently dismissed {vom Northampton, would accept the
service. He was next appoiuted, and was installed as
pastor of this churech, Aug. 8, 1751,

He entered vpon the same general course of instrue-
tion which his predecessor had pursued, though he wes
obliged to address the Indians through an interpreter ;
and the prospect was exceedingly fair for a time of bis
being exceedingly useful to the Indians in this town,
nad to the Bix [ ations, families from which were ex-
pected to mettle here, and many children to be placed in
tha boarding school. The second French war blasted
this prospect, so far es the Six Nations and their chil-
dran were coneerned, Mr. Edwards, howerves, dis-
siinrged his duties with his wonted faith{uloess, nnd o
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¥he good acceptanee both of the people and of the cems-
missioners.

Besides the duties owed more immediately to the
people, he here completed hisgreatest work, * The In-
quiry concerning the Freedom of the Will.” Here alss
he composed his treatise on Original Six, and carrled
forward the ¢ History of Redemption,” and probahbly
wome other works.

But while he was pursuing lis studies and labours
this sequestered spot and calm retreat, he was unex-
Ectedly called, upon the deecase of his son-in-law, the

v. Aaron Burr, Sep. 24, 1757, to nccept the presi-
dency of Princeton College. In agreement with the
advice ot breiliren in the ministry, he arccepted the ap-

intment, and was dismissed Jan. 4, 1758, But ha
K:d ecarcely titne to arrive ot Princeton, to be inducted
into office, and enter upon the duties of his new and
important station, before he was summoned to eternity.
Comnplaints induced by inoculation for the small pox,
then raging in Princeton and vicinity, closed hig days
on the 224 of March, in the 55th year of his age. But
-suddan and disastrous to human view ae hie death waa,
he submitted to it without a murmur; and entered,
there is every reason lo believe, into the joys of his
Lord. .
He was a son of the Rev. Timothy Edwarde of Eart
Windsor, Con., and like Mr. Sergeant, both a graduate
and tutor of Yale College.

No one has left behind him a fairer fame than Pres
“‘Fdwards. No one has done s0 much to promote ortho-
doxy and piety in the Aunerican charches. The pre-
minent traits of his character, clear intelligence and ar
dent piety, are those excellencies which will shine for-
ever in the redeemed.

. The records of his ministry here are lost. Probably
some of tha natives and some of the English wegs
brought into the kingdom under his instructions. Twen-
?-one of tbe latter were professors at the time of hia

eath. -

Hia wife, who survived hiin, was a daughter of the
Bev. James Pierpont of New Haven. They had 10
childran ; Barah, wife of Elihu Parsons of this town
Jorusha, who died unmarried ; Esther, wife of Pres.
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Burr; Mary, wife of Col. Timothy Dwight of Nortf
ampton; Lucy, wife of Hon. Jableet Woodbridge of
this town ; Timothy, the late Hon. Timothy Edwarde
of this town; Susanna, wife of Eleazer Forter, of
Hadley; Eunice, wife of Thomas Pollock of North
Carolina; Jonathan, late President of Union College;
Elizubeth, who died unmwarried ; Pierpont, late Judge
of the Circuit Court of 1the United States (or the 1in~
trict of Connecticut.
At the time of the dismission of res, Edwards, the
Indian families were reduced to 42, while the English
“fanilies were increased to 18.  Besides the families be-
forementioned, there were the families of Elihu Par-
sons, his sop-in-law, from Norithampton, of Stephen
Nash,immediately (rom Weastfteld, but previously from
Hadley, of James Wilson from Spencer, of Josiah
Jones, Jun., Thommas Sherman, and Solomon Glezen,
the lest from Worcester,
Boon after this event, the minds of the people and
of the'commissioners were drawn towerds the'late vene-
rable Dr. Stephen West,
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Toltand, Con., and was graduated at Yale College in
1755. After leaving coliege, he taught a school, and
studied theology in Hatfield. [He was licensed to
preach by the Association of Ministers in Hampshire
county, probably in the close of 1957 or the beginning
of 1953, soon after which he was appointed chaplain at
Fort Massachusetts in Adams. From that place he was
introduced to this town in November, in the latter year,
and ordained pastor of this church, June 13, 1759,

For several years he cummunicated icstreetions aa
his predecessors had done, both to the Indians and the
Englisl: inhabitants. His common practice was ta
preach to the Indians on sabbath moing by an inter
preter, and to the English in the afternoon.  But as i
wos very difficult to obtain a suitable interpreter, ns the
Eoglish rapidly increased by the nccession of familien
from different parts of the country, and became capabla
o supparting the gospel themselves, Dr. West, in 1775,
relinguished the instruetion of the Indiane, and with it the
income rcceived {rom the commissioners, to Mr. John
fergeant, son of the first missionary, wha perfectly un-
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derstood their Janguage, and who had received a respes-
table education at Newark, N.J, The Indian profes-
sors, however, were not immediately separated from the
church. They retained the same relation to the church
and people as before; but instead of receiving instruction
from Pr. West through an interpreter, they received itdi-
rectly from Mr. Sergeant in their own language. Thin
astate of things continued untif their general removal to
the township given them by the Oneidas, in 1765, when
the professors among them, then 16 in number, were
regularly dismissed, formed into a new chureh, and Mr.
Sergeant was ordained their pastor.  From thie period,
My, Sergeant regularly spent 6 months with them year-
Iy, undl 1796, wheu he removed his fanily to New
Stockbr'dge, wherz “ne remained in their service until
his deatlt, which oceurred Sept. 8, 1824, when he was
77 years of age. :

The little chureh still lives among them, and has oe-
casionally received some additions from the werld.
For a part of the time since their residence at Green
Bay, they have enjoyed the Jabours of a missiohaty,
and have been recenty visited in some degree by the
gracious influences of the Spirie,

When Dr. West waos ordained in this town, there
were only four sctiled ninisters within the houuds of
the County ; the Rev. Jonathan Hubbard of Sheffield,
Thomas Swrong of New Marlbnrough, Adoenijah Bid-
well of Tyringham, and Samucl Hopkios of Great Bar-
rington. Mr. Hopkins, afterwards Dr. Hopking, was
the nearest, and with him Dr. West contracted an ear-
ly, intiinate, and as the result shows, a very Lappy
friendzhip. The structure of their minds was somewhat
similar.  DBoth were fond of discussion and research.
Do West was dissatisfied with what his predecessor,
“Pres. BEdwards, had written oa the frecdom of the will,
and on muny points relative to the distinguishing doc-
trines of grace.”  These became the topics of {ree and

- repeated conversation ; and the cflect was, (like the ef-
fect of the communicatiuns hetween the Rev. John New-
on and Dr. Seott, though the nade was diflerent,) that
Dy, West gave up Lis hope of a personal interest in
Christ, which he had long entertained, and wlich he had

professed before men, and wes convinced, that wlilehe
Pt
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‘had undertakesn the chargs of =ouls, his own soul find
‘been neglected. His conviciion of sin was deep and
pangent, amd his aolicitude wisstrang, and at tines al-
most overwhelming. Dutthe Lo was pleased soon to
relieve him, to make him the «ubjuci of new views and
affections, and to give lim @ goad hope through grace.
‘The reality and greatness of this change readily appear-
ed in the selemnity, {erveicy and pungency of his
preaching, and in the Inanilicy winl goodness of his life.

Boon after this chavge, v West preached a series
of discourses, in which he dwelt extensively upon the
character and government of diod, and; upon® the de-

ndence and accouniability of san, the substanes of
which he published i 1592, in a vwork entitled  An
Eesay on Moral Agzucy.” “The fame produced by
this essay, led many young imen, designed for the holy
ministry, as ng publiv theoicgienl seminary then exist-
ed in our country, to repair to him for instroction and
assistance in the study of divinitv. A ruccession of stu-
dents from some or other of the Now England colleges
were under his eare for the space of (hirty-five or forty

cars. 'These he hoard=d in his own {amily, where
they had the bepedtof his daily conversation and ex-
ample, as well as his more furmal instreetions,

In preaching. ke dwelt paincipally unnn the doctrinea
of grace, the richress and excelience of which he had
experienced in his own =oul, and which he deemed all-
impostant to the yood of the souls of others,. He was
much in th.- babit of giving instructions in an expository
form. Duriar his ministry, le passed three times
through the Vew Tesament, expounding the saered
oracles yerse i verse, ¢ with a propriety, acuteness,
and vigour,” savs o cortain writer well acquainted with
‘him, and & very competent jodge on the subject,  of
which this country ! 1s kecn no paraliel?”

In 1792, the trus. . s of Dartmouth College conferred
npon him the deavee ¢f Docter jo Divinity,

The yrer following, when the charter for Williams
College was granted, he was named s one of the true-
tean, and upon the first meeting of “the Doard, was
elegted Vice-Presidens 1 which offices he held nineteen
yoars ; untit ageand infirmity compelled him to resign.

In 1810, such wero his iofinaities, that it was deemed
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‘ympottant he should have the assistanca of a »al-
league ; and the Rev. Ephraim G. Bwiit, son of the
Rev. Seth Swift of Williamstown, mnd graduste of
‘Williams College, was associated with him in that capa-
c¢ity, on the 2bth of Bept. in that year ; after which thae
duties of the minjistry were discharged by them jomtly.
Things passed along in this manner for some time to
their mutual satisfaction, and to the batisfaction of the
peaple. The Lord also blessed their jabours. But dif-
Beuliies at length occurred in the church, which render-
ed it necessary that the colleague should be dismissed ;
and with a view to quict the party feelings which then
existed, Dr. West agrecd to be dismissed also. Accer-
dingily hoth were dismisaed on the 27dh of Aagust, 1818,

After his dismission, Dr. West was rareiy able to-ap-
ear in pubtic.  On the frst sabbath in November and
anuary following, he administered the Liord’s supper

to the chureh, and on the 10th af Ieb, attended a fune-
ral.  After this he was confined to his house, and gene-
rally ¢o hia hed ;5 grew weaker and weaker in body and
mind, ustil Barrday the 13th of May, 1519, when he
expived, in the Sith year of his age. His funeral was
attended the Monday following, at which a sermon was
preached by the Liav. Jacsh Catlin, D. D., frem Ziech,
I, b

Dr. West was twice married.  His lirst wife was Migs
Elizabeth Willinms, davghter of Col. Ephraim Will-
iams.  She died Sppr. L5, 1304, in the Y4th year of her
age. His second wile was Miss Eleanor Dewey, daugh-
ter of My, Daniel Dewey ol Sheffeld.  She died in her
native town, March 14, 1827, aged 73, Both these wo-
men were distingui=hed for good sense, and both pro-
fessed%and apparently enjoyed the religinn of the gospel,

The conrtesy and politeness of Dy, West, the effect

of his goad sense, Iis piety, and acquaintance with the
world, were universally acknowledged and admired.
All were made casy in his presence, while filled with
resﬁect and love.

ts mind, originally superior; was well disciplined,
and greatly improved by selence. At tollege, he had
the reputation of a sound classical scliclar.  Inthe ear
¥er periods of Tis ministry, enjovire good health, and
rhaving but a emall family, hie applicd himsel( intensely
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to study 3 and indeed thirongh life was distinguished for
industry and application. Hence he acquired a fund of
knowledge. He had some acquaintance with the He-
brew of the Old Testament, and was conversant with
the version of the Seventy. He was a good critic in
the Greek of the New Testament, and read the Latin
language with great facility. Other branches of know-
ledge were puarsued, which were directly connected
with his profession.

His acquisitions of knowledge and improvements as
a divine, were greally promated by the exactness and
punctuality with which he prosecuted duty, doing every
thing methodically. One branch of service was never
suffered to intrude upon another.  All was anticipated
and arranged, and his mind kept clear, and fit for vigo-
rous and successfu} effort.  He always kept several ser-
ansns written on hand, that e might not be driven to
prepare for the sabbath at the close of the week, Fast
and thanksgiving scrmons were prepared weeks before
thev were used. .

Though s passions were paturalty quick and strong,
they were kept under steady subjeciion,  He posscssed
his sonl in patience.  Scarcely any thing ever ruflled his
mind, or caused him to uttera rash or imprudent word.
At the same time, tender cuiolions were very readily
excited, upon the accarrence of any thing ineresting
among his own people or in the Redeeines’s kingdom.
In reading 1hc Seriptares, in praver, especially when
the Saviour way brought direcily into view, he was of-
ten affected, even to weeping.

As a christian, Dr. West was certainly eminent, Al
the graces shone in bim, and some with distinguished
lustre. Ilis humility was continwally noticed. The
fact that he had once deceived himsell; and entered the
ministry without picty of heart, and his deep convic-
tions, made impressions that were never forgotten.  He
seemed to count hitnsell less than the least of all saints,
because he had thus ofiznded. Another trait to which
this gave rise, was his marked and strong reliapce om
1he merits of Christ for forgiveness and salvation ; = re-
Liance which was conspicuous in al! his conversation,
tl‘:vl'veaching and conduct ; “especially in his prayers, ol
sred up through his death and istercession. '
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He bnd i.tated ‘seasons for private communion with
God. In the morning, after dressing and washing, he
used to go to his closet almost as steadily as the sun
arosc. His season [or private devotion in the evening,
was a little alter eight, when he used to retire, even f
company were at his house, though he did it in such a
mauner that the reason of his withdrawing was not per-
eeived by strangers. :

In keeping the sabbath he was very strict. Having
nil his concerns previously adjusted, that his mind might
not be disturbed on this sacred day, he was want when
the sun went down oa Saturday, to give himself to

rayer for tie hlessing of Gad upon his own soul, upon
Eis church and people, and upon the world. The doy,
except so far it was taken up in family and public devo-
tione, was cpent in reading, med;.auou, and-aecret coms
munion with God.

Though Dr. West rend the Scriptures much, proba-
biy from easly life, he gave them_a more thorough ex-
amination after his conversion. Now iu the prime of
life, atl the powers of a vigorous nnd cultivated wiod,
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tion of the truth as it Jies on the inspired pages. The
practice of giving expository lectures on the sabhath,
the superintendence of a theologieal class of oung men,
and another of young women, together with the instrue-
tion of students in divinity, living in his family and per-
mitted to ask him questions at any time on subjects of
dnctrine and practice, conspired also tp make him thuna
tarnestly and habitunily attentive to the sacred volugne.
Hence he became mighty in the Scriptures; and was
able beyond alimost any other man to unfold the mean-
ing of the Holy Ghoat, Formany of the Jast vears of
his life, he read the Bible more than all other books
united. These he read in course in private, os well as
in the family.

The traits and hahite whiclt T have now mentioned;
gave a heavenly cast to his conversation and con-
duct in his family, and to his visits among his [riends -
and among his people. The thinge of this world were
little regarded, and & savour of divine gdodness and wis-
dom continually attended him,



02 HISTOAY OF BEAEBHIEX.

It ia hardly possible that the preaching of such a man
thould not have been excellent, ‘Thia excellence, how-
ever, did not consist so much in the graces of style, as
in lucid and foreible exhibitiona of truth, apptied tothe
conscience and lieart He was logical generally, ra-
ther than rhetorical ; 1though sometimes in his exposi-
tory and extemporaneous performances, when warmed
with the anbject, he became highly elogquent,

As an instructor in theclogy, his attention was con-
fined pretty much to what is deemed Didactic Theolo-
gy. A syatem of questions waa given out on the great
doctrines and duties ol religion ; on Wwhich the studenta
read, reflected, and wrote. On their compositions, when
read before him, he remarked, pointing out their excel
lences and defecte. He said comparatively little to
them concerning bihlical criticism, philology, and some
other subjects, which are important to theological stu-
dents, especially at the present day. His great object
wae to make them thoroughly acquainted with the ays-
temn of doctrines revealed in the Bible ; an object which
his own preaching and conversation contributed -not a
%ittlc to promote, Many of them have been distioguish-
ed in the churches; amnng wliom may be mentioned
the late Dr. Spring of Newburyport, and the Iste D,
Catlin of New Marthorough,

As a writer, Dr. West ranks high among the writers
.of his day. His Essay on Moral Agency, first pub-
lished in 1772, and republished with an Appendix in
1794, in a prool of very respectable mlents and diligent
researcl, and suflicient alone to establish his reputation
as a metaphysician. His treatise on the Atonement,
published in 1785, which has also passed through a se-
cond edition, has Leen highly approved by the most
competent judges, Desidesthese larger works, he pub-

lished in 1779, a sermon on the duty and_obligation of
christiang to masty onlyin the Lord§ in 1780, a vindis
eation of the principles and conduct of the church in
Btockbridge, in excluding from their compunion one of
their mewnbers for marcying a person immeral and pro-
fane ; about 1785 or 90, a sermon on the impotency of
“sinners ; @ sermon preached in Lenox, Dec 6, 1787,
at the execation of John Bly and Charles Rose for
burglary ; & sermon preached at Windsor at the ordina~
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flon of the Rev, Gordon Dormnce, July 1, I¥95; an
inguiry into the ground and import of infant baptisnr,
published about 1795 ; twu sermons-in a volume col-
lected, published in 1797 3 a dissertation on infant bap-
tiam, in reply to the Rev, Cyprian 8trong’s second in-
quiry on that subject, published in 1798 ; a fast sermon,
preached April 9, 1801 ; a sermon peeached in New
Hartford, Con., at the ordination of the Hev, Amasa
Jeromne, Aug. 18, 1302; a sermon preached in Stock-
hridge, on the daty of praying for ministers, Dee. 12,
1802, Bketeles of the Life of the Rev, Samuel Hop-
kins, I, I),, published in 1805; a sermon preached at
the ordination of the Rev. Elijah Wleeler, in Great
Barringion, Sept. 24, 1806 ; a serimon preached in Dal-
ton, Mareh 4, 1308, at the funera! of the Hon. William
Williams ; three sermons on the Mosaic account of the
creation, published in 1309 ; a sermon preached at the
ordination of his colleague, Rev. Ephraim G. Swify,
SBept. 26, 1810 ; and an essay on the evideuce ef the
divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, composed when he
was Bg years of age, published in 1816, He was also
the nuthor of many essays in the Theological Magnzine,
published in New York; and in the Conpecticut Even-
getical Magazine, published in Hartford. His writings
are honorable to his understanding and heart, and have
been well received by the friends of the doctrines of
grace.

-But the greatest excellence of Dr. West yet remnine
to be noticed : he was wise to win souls to Christ Hie
preaching, soon after his conversion, was with power.
A revival occurred in the year 1773. The members of
the church were improved in wisdom and grace, ard
some {rom the world were converted.

In 17832, there was a greater number of converta in
w revival which then existed ; though‘the solemnity was
mot 8o general in the congregation,

1a 1790, 91 and 2, in a protracted raviwl, in which
net more than seven or eight were the subjects of ape-
cial improasion at once, there were a aciil greater num-
ber of oanvertn

Ia 1799 sone eonversions ossurred
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By the first of these revivals 16, by the second 24,
by the third 495, and by the fouvrth 20 persons were
Brought into the commanion of the chnreh,

But the maost extensive and pawerful revival which
occurred in Dr. Wests day, was in 1513, during the

srind in whichha had the assistance of & colieague.

"Here had heen more than ardinary attention to the con-
cerns of religion for two or three years previous, and
sowne conversions.  On the Grst sabbath in Jannary, 13
made a profession of Christianity 3 the sight of whom,
thus salemnly giving themsclves to God, greatly affect-
ed the ininds of others. Many were soon convicted,
and some rejoiced in hope.  During the revival, more
than one hundred were considered as born into the
kingdom of God; 67 of whom made a profession on
the last sabbath in June, 14 others made a profession
in the course ol that ycar, and scnie afterwards.

Besides these scasons of refreshing from the pre-
sence of the Liord, individuals fromn time-to time expe-
rienced divine grace.

During his whole ministry, 331 persons were admit-
ted to the church frem the world, (22 of whom were In-
diansé&;md 120 by recommendation [rom othier church-
£33 in all. Nine hundred were baptized, 115
adulis and 755 inlants; of whom 62 were Indians, 13
adulis and 49 infants.

It was impossible that such a man should nat have
4een'considerahly kuown. Peculiar circumstances also
served to elicit and display his falents and grages. Set-
tling in Stockbridge while some of the southern, most of
the middle, and all the northern parts of Berkshira
were a wilderness, he had an extended opportunity for
inAuencing the views, and shaping the habits of the new
pettiers, who flocked into the County in the early part
of his ministry from every quarter. He assisted in the
formation of many of the churches, and had an important
agency in introducing the orthodox confessions of faith
with which tliese churchesare now blessed. He helped
to ordain the pasiors of these churches, many of whom
had been his pupils. e was often called upon in
souncils for settling difficulties, and was for many yenrs
standing moderator of the Derkshire Association. In
ali his secvices he displayed ability, aequitted himself



¥TOCKBRIDOE. 285

o+ .
with honour, and enjoyed pre-eminently the esteem and
confidence of his brethren and of the community.

Among hité more particolar friends and eogresponde

ents were Dr, Bellamy, Dr. Hopkins, 12r. Edwards, and
the Rev. John Ryland, of Bristol, in England.
- On the 25th of January, 1819, Dea, Steplien James
and 18 others were dismissed from this church, with &
view of being formed into a new church at Brownhelm,;
in the State of Olio, whither a number of families had
moved from this place and formed a settlement..

On the 25th of August, in the same year, the Rev,
Pravid ). Ficld was installed over this people as paster.
The Lord visited the congregalion in great mercy, in
1821, aud again it the beginning of 1827, By the for-
mer revival B4 were received into the chorel) ms fruits,
and Dby the latter 53. The whole numher admitted by .
the present pastor is 186.  The number of members at
the commencement of the present year was 219,

The following persens have been dearons in the
church, viz. Timothy Woodbridge, Peter Pavquaunau-
pect, Samuel Brown, Etnathan Curtis, Stephen Nas,
Elisha Bradley, Timothy Edwards, Erastus Sergeant,
Eben. Plumb, Eben. Cook, Bteplien James, Jona. In-
gersoll, Jolin Whiton, Alfred Perry, and Joaiab Jones.

The erection of the first meeting-lrouse has been al-
ready mentioned. A larger house, to accommodate the
incrensing population, was bujlt gthe of a mile north,
in 1794, and dedicated in November of that year.

" The discovery of Indian bones when the foundation
of this house was prepared, gives some confirmation 1o
the opinion that the Indian batile, described on page
15th of thia work, was fought near this spet.  In the
close of 1823, a third house was propesed to be built,
aud it was determined-by the society to place it on the
level and beautiful ground by the grave-yurd, near the
site of the first hovse." This wasbuilt of hrick, 70 leet
by B4, in 1624, and dedicated on the 20th of Jan. 1625.
’I(he location waa dissatisfactory to a portion of the peo-
ple, and about a fourth part of the society withdrew,
and set up e separate meeting ; and on the 22d of De-
ccwber, 1824, & new choreh, styled the North Con-
gregational church of Stockbridge, was organized, con-
sisting of 63 membere, takg%n from the original chureh.



a4 HISTOLY O¥ EXEKSMIRE,

. The Rev. Nathen Bhaw, who had been settled in
West Stockbridge, was installed their pastor, January
10, 1827, and has admitted 27 to the communion. The
number of members on the Ist of Jan. last was 84, Da-
pi¢l Fairchild and David Curiis are deacons in this
church. The society built a brick meeting-house in
1528, 61 feet by 40, which was dedicated when the pas-
tor was installed.

The great hodg: of the people have ever been Cen-
regationalists ; though there are some Episcopal, some
%apﬁst and Methodist families, who ga out of town lor
-their own worship. :
The town was generally setiled by the Englisli, who
bought out the Iodian rights one after another, before
the Iindians emigrated to Oneida. Families by the
name of Ball, Hamilton, Cadweil, and Lynch, were in
the west part of the town; of Curtis and Churchelt
in the north part, and of Bradley and Williams in the
Enat street, at an early period ; together with other
families which have now no descendants remainirg in
the place, of their names. ’
For nearly hall a century, the populatian has been
! about 1350, It may pow be 1500. . For 19 years from
i the let of January last, the deaths were 369, averaging
. 2l in n year, . -
There ia but one cemetery now used, This is oppo-
site the south meeting-house ; and is interesting on ac-
eount of the numerous white marble monuments of dif-:
ferent forms placed in it; and more #o, on accownt of
the pisus and venerablc dead, who are there reating in
kope. The Indians buried in the south-west corner of
shis yard, end on a sandy kool! abourt 30 rods west,
By the separation of West Stockbridge in 1774, the
breedth of the town was reduced to 3 } miles and i
. eontents to 13,440 acres. By the annexatinn of a small
wact to that town from the north-west corner the present
ear, the breadth is further redueed for w short distance,
¢ nomber ol acres now is 12,510, With that tawn
.om the west, this place is bounded hy Richmond and

Lenox on the north, by Lenox and Lee on the enst, aod

Qreat Barrington on the south. :
Stockbridge mouniain, along the west border of the

town, isin gome places of steep, and in others of gentle

neclivity, It ia brokex down in two or three instances se
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8y to admit of faverable pessages for roads, particularly
where the Housatonic turnpike is laid,

At the south is Monument mountain. Rumors are
now abroad, that in the region of this tountoin a coat
raine [nnd'lraciteg exists. Some small specimens buve
been found 5 and it is hoped that gearch will continue
to be made until it is ascertnined whether there is a hed
of any importence.

In the south-east corner the Beartown mountaing rise.
On the height of the north-west spur of these mounteins
m o very narrow and deep ravine, perhaps a quarter of
s mile long, where the rocks of every size and form are
thrown together in the wildest confusinn. 'This ia eall-
ed the  Ice Hole,” from the fact that ice rcmaios In
this cheos through the year. .

- On the east s'de of the town, and wholly ‘within_its
limite, is Rattlesnake mountzin, about two miles in
length, and capable of cultivalion in most places to neap-
Iy itnsummit.  This is one of the very few single moun-
tain elevalions in New England.

The Housatonic enters the town from Lee, along the
noribern base of the Beartown mountains, and takes
first o western, then a northern, then again a western,
and then e southern direction, passing round Mooument
mountain into Great Barrington.  Its windings ere ma-
uy, and extensive meadows lie on its borders,

This receives Konkapot brook, a sluggish stream,
from the socuath, and Barnum’s brook, Grent-pond brook,
and Mohawk brook, from the north.

Bamum’s brook flows from a pound and marsh to the
scuth of Rattleenake mountain. On thia a small com
mitl wae built soon after the town was settled. |t now
supplice a tohacco factory, an oil-mill end zaw-mill.

he com mill just mentioned, being insufficient for

the inbabitants, another was soon erected on the Hoe-
satonic, back from the dwelling-house of Mr. Flavius
Pense. Though this miil-site has long been unoceua
ied, it is anid that the water might be aken ount there
ﬂ: a canal, and conveyed along the southern side of (b
village, and machinery cstablished to s great extens,

A grist and saw-mill were built on the Housatonie a3
« Mill Hollow,” a little more thao a mile west of the ¥il-
la"e, about 1781 ; where the water privileges are veo
grest. Buildings, erected fora woollen factary in1813 og
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14, have recently been purchased by Lester, Avery & Co,
wha are repairing them, with a view to a cotton fae-
to for whiclt 16 carding machines, 944 spindles
nnlgés power looms are now preparing. Hercare also
a grist-mill and a paw-mill. etween this spot and
Gireat Barrington line, are alse important water privile-
ges ; oear which a road has just been opened.
= Half a mile up the stream, a cotton factory, new be-
longing to the esame firm, wav established in 18195, and
repaired in 1325, ‘This is supplied with, water from =
side dam, and bas 17 carding machines, 976 sdpindleﬂ,
and 24 power logms, and employs 42 hands, wha
manufacture cofton sheeting, yard wide, No. 16, at the
rate of 150,000 yards annually. a

Great pond lies in the porth part of the town, in the
hollow between Rattlesnake and Stockbridge moun-
taings. Itis aboute mile inlength, and from haif a mile
to a mile in breadth. Besides being fed by subjacent
springs, it receives two oy thrge brooks, which are suffi-
cient to work saw-millsa part of the year: on which are
two in this place. Oun the outlet, which runs about two
miles, are valuable mill-eites, A grist-mill was erected
upon it about 1782. There are now a grist-mill and saw-
mill, a distillery, built in 181%; €yrtis & Bacon’s woollen
factory, built in 1813, employing 18 hande, and manu-
facturing 40,000 yards of flannel ina year; a clothier’s
warks ; Olmsted & Sage’s woollen factory, employing
about 16 hands, and manufacturing sonually aﬁaut
14,000 yards of satinet; Clurchell & Co.%s chair fac-
tory, built in 1822, (burnt in July, 1827, and immedi-
atgl&'rebuilt,) empleying 30 hands, and making about
8,000 chairs a year; and a trip-hammer shop, built in
1807 ; all which, excepting the shop, are within half a
mile of each other, and within a mile of the pond. The
outlet, onits waf' to the shop, receives the waters of Cur-
tis pond, a amall pond to the west.
_ chawk pond is in an opening in Stockbridge moun-
tain to the south, the outlet of which turns a saw-mill.

With the exception of the rough lands on the moun-
tains, (which by the way afford considerable wood and
timber, ) the soil is very good, aud generally easy of cul-
tivation, ﬂl.lﬂ?te_d to all_the varieties of cropa raised in
this region. The meaduws on the Housatonic, the lands
on the ¢ Hill,” and to the south-east of Rattl‘espgkq'
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mountain, and some travts in the north part of the town,
are remarkably excellent. Fine caops of winter, as
well as summer wheat, are sometimes raised. o
Clay is found in various places in sufficient quantities
for making brick. Limestone and marble exist. - The
former i3 occasionally burnt in peveral kilns, The mar
ble beds can hardly be ruid to be opened. ' <.
The scenery of the town has been much admired hy -
strangera. The country opens delightfully as it ie ap-
proached on the Great Barrington road; along the pide
of Monument mountain. The view of the town, as it
is approached on the West Stockbridge road, and from
various other points, is intereating. But the finest view
is from the * Hill.” Here you bave the village directly
under the eye, and the ineanders end meadows of the
Housatonigj,while the Beartown, Monument, and 8tocke" . -
bridge mountains riee at a little distance. S
The village is beautifully situated on the Plain, a trast
of level land, between the * Hjll 7 and the Housatonic,
moderately elevated above the river. Here are a meeting-
house, academy, the Housetonic bank, a tavern, post-of-
fice, 4 merchant stores, various mechanic shops, and 45
houses, inhabited by 53 families. Most of the- build~
ings are on a single street running east end west, broad,*
and tined on each side with trees.  Many of the houses
are handsomely painted =nd gettily enclosed. The
bank- was incorporated in 1825, and les a capiml of
$100,000. A printing oflice was opened in 1788,
which fesued a weekly paper until 1829 ; when the pa-
per was removed to Lenox. The great road {rom Bos-
ton 0 Albany by Springfield, passes directly through
the village, crossed by the principal north and south
couoty road. By stages and otherways, intercourse is
perpetually kept up with different parts of the country.
There are in the town 6 merchant stores, 207 dwefl-
ing-houses und 239 families. .
A good degree of attention has heen paid to educa-
tion, and a considerable number have gone into the -
learned professions. Desides the academy just men--
tibned, there is in the village a select female school, and
the private school of the Rev. Noah Slhieldon. Towards:
supporting 7 district schools, 2 of which are in the vil-+ -

Jage, the town annually rn'ége‘s about RS0V, )
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A publie library which had existed several yedrs, wae
sold in 1822, A juvenile library wae formed in 15286,
and contains about 160 volumes. A library estublished
in the nerth part of the town in 1814, has 13%. .

Beveral individuals distinguished in civil life and in the
prefessions of physie and law, must be briefly noticed.

Timothy Woodbridge, the Indian school-master, and
for « long time agent and superintendent of Indian af-
(mnirs, was a man of superior abililies aad acquiskiana.
He was the first deacon in the ehurch, and the first ma-
gistrate in the town 3 he was also, according to tradition,
a judge of the Court of Common Pleas in Hampshire-
county, before this County was formed, and afterwards
he was a judge of this court in Berkslire. Neay the time
of hia death, he was appointed a member of the Gover-
nor'scouncil by mandamus from the king; but did not ac-
sept the appeinunent.  He died May 11, 1774, aged 65.-
His aop Enocly, alawyer im Yermont, -was first an asso-
cate and then chiel judge of the Supreme Court in thas
Beate. ' T

Coul. Ephraim Williams was o mair of great respeeta-
bitity ; mnd served some time a9 a judpge of Uie Comenon
Pleas in Huinpshire county. He died at Deerfield ; bus
at what time is not known. He was twice married. By
hia first wife he had two children, Bpliraim and Thomas;:
and by his second neveuw, vin. Ahigail, Jesiah, Lizza, Ju-
dith, Elizabeth, Eijsh, and Enoch. Ephrdim was the
founder of Williams College, Thomas was a distinguish-
ed physician in Deerfield, Abigail was firat the wife of
the Rev. John Sergeant, and after his desth, of Gen
Joseph Dwight ; Elizabeth was the firet wife of Dr.
West, Judith was the wife of the Rev. Enceh -Thair of
Ware, and Elljah was the late Col Wiiliams, for many
yeors sherifl of the County. | 1

Juhleel Woodbridge, only son of Joseph Woodbridge,
graduate of Princeton College 1761, besides discharg-
ing the daties of many town efiices, was repeatediy a
memher of the Legislature in bath branches, associnte
and presiding judge of the Court of Common Pleas,
and iodge of probate. He died Aug. 13, 1796, aged
ﬁ'd haviog been csteemed for his good sease, integrity .

pe1y. D

Timothy Edwoeds, cldest son of Pres. Edwards,

graduate of Princeton College 1757, and for some tirs
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s merchant in Blizabethtown N. J., came liere obout
1770, and opened the Grot store in 1772, From 1775
until 1780, a period of greatdifficulty, he was a mem-
ber of the Btate Council; and afterwards judge of Pro-
bate. 1o 1799 he was appointed-a member of Con-
gress. This appothtment he declined. He wasa man
of extensive information ; a venerated member end of-
ficer of the church. Hedied inOct.1818, atthe nge ot 75.

dohn Bacon, native of Canterbury, Con. graduate of
Princeton College 1765, having preached some time to
two vacant churches in Somerset Co.,, Md., was setiled
over iheold Bouth €hurch in Boaton from Sept 25, 1771
untit 'F15.  Soon after, he came to this town, end en-
tered vwpan civil life, though he oceasionally preached ;
Lecame a justice of the peace, a representative to the
legislature, associate and presiding judge of the Com-
mon Pleas, a member and president of the State Senate,
and » member of Congress. He had a strong mind, wans
fond of debate, and tenacious of his opinions ; but deci-
ded in prosecuting what he deemed his duty. Hae died
Oct 25, 1320, aged 52,
- Henry Williams Dwight, eon of Gen. J. Dwight, a ma-
gietrate in the town, and for 22 yenrs clerk of the Judicia]
Courtsin the eounty,wns @ men of good senee,amiable in
his temper, and regular tn his morale,. Notwithstanding
these things, however, he was led 10 depend on the gracs
af God alone fer salvation. He died upor his birth-
dag Sept. 15, 1504, aged 47.

rastus Bergeant, studied physic with hie uncle Will-

iams at Deerfield, and commenced practice in 1768,
He was extensively employed and very highly estéem-.
ed; n beloved physician, endowed with sound judgment,
akill in his profession, and an eminent share of the chris-
tian graces. More than 20 young men were fited for

ractice nnder hia instructione. He was also a deacon
jn the church, and & magistrate in the town. He died
suddeniy, Nov. 14, 1814, aged 72. . o

+Oliver Partridge, Richard Tidmash [an Eng!ishma::l] .
Haoratio Jones, Royal Fowler and Alfred Parry, have al- .
s6-been physiciana in the town. Dr. Tidmash removed
wP Iphin. Dr. Jones died greatty lamented, April .
26, 1613, aged 42. A little lime before be had hopefully
become nsubject of grace. The other three persoos
aamed ave now in practice.
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The following is = list'of the lawyers, vie. Tho. Will-
tarns, Then. Sedgwick, Eph. Williams, Barnabns Bid-
well, Joseph Woodlridge, The, Williams (son of prece-
ding) John Hunt, Henry D. Sedgwick, SamL Jones, Aug.
8herrell, Jas. Pepoon, Henry W, Dwight, Chas. Sedg-
wick, Geo. Whitney, Lawson D. Bidwell, Horatio By-
ington, and Theo, 8. Pomeroy.

Thomas Williams, son of Dr. Williams of Deerfield,
student of Col. Hopkins, commenced practice in 1770
or 7I, with the prospect of eminence. In 1775 he weat
to Cambridge at the head of a cowpany of minute men,
where he volunteered to follow Col. Arnold up Kennebeo
. river to Quebec. His station was in the division coms
. maunded by Col. Enos, which reterned, after proceeding

up the Keonebec as [ar as the mouth of Dead river, in
consequence of the absolute imposaibility of procuring
provisions for the troops. The pext year, being made
lieut. colocel, he was ordered Lo Cannda by a diflerent
reute. On .his way, he fell sick and died at Bkenesho~
rough, now Whitehall, July 10, 1776, aged 30.
Fheodore Sedgwick was boro in Hartford, (W, D.}
and educated at Yale Colleze. Having read low with
Col. Hopkins, he commenced practice in Great Barring-
ton in 1776 ; in which year he went into Canada as aia
to Gen. Thomas. He afterwerds removed to Sheflield,
and repeavedly represented that town in the Legistaturc,
SBoon after the adoptinn of the State Constitution, he was
one of a council, who procured a dccision, giving a cone
struction to that instrurbent, which abolished stavery in
Massachusetts. In 1785 he reinoved to this 1own, and
was that year, and the succcediug, a2 member of Con-
gress under the Confederation. In the winter of 1737,
he strenuously epposed the Shays rebellion. In 1788,
he was a'leading advocate for the ndoption of the Con-
stitution of the United States in the State Convention,
and also a member of 1he Legislature, and Speaker of
the House of Representatives. From 1789 until hia
death, he was, with scarcely any interruption, either a re-
. presentative or a senator in Congress, or a judge of tha
Bupreme Court of this State. He also guided the sto-
dies of many law students. Thus aetive, honored  and
esteemed, he died at Boston, Jan. 24, 1813, aged 66. .
The cxcellent eharacter and public services of the
jate Joseph Woodbridge, are well koown, B
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A HISTORY
-
. TOWN OF WEST STOCKBRIDGE,
BY REY. DAVID D. FIELD.

‘Tugs town originally belonged to the Stockbridge In-
digng, and was sold by them in percels, larger and
smaller, to individual purchasere. At the time of its
sepurption from Stockbridge and incorporation as a
town in 1774, it was 6 miles long and 2 § broad, contain-
ing 9600 aeres A small gore of land, which feil into
this State vpon the establishment of the houndary line
with New Y ork, was annexed to it on the west in 1793;
and in the beginning of the present year 830 acres were
added to the north-east corner from Stockbridge, so that
the humber pf acres now ia between 11 and 12,000.
The town is bounded on the porth by Richmond, on the
east by Btockbridge, on the south by Great Barringion
aud Aiford, and on the west by Alford and the State of
New York. Itderives its pame from its relation to
Stockbridge. Before ita incorperation, it was called
Queensborough.

The firet eettler was Joseph Bryant, fromn Canaan,
Con., who settled 1n 1766 near the north-west corner.
Col. Elijalr Willioms from Stockbridge, in the latter
part of the same year, settled at ihie place calted from _

nim ¢ Williams’ Iron Works,” but now known by the
name of West Stockbridge Village, having purchased a
large tract of land in that section of the town, BHetween
this time and 1774, about 40 families settled in the towm
.among whom were the families of Increase Hewing,
from giurbridge ; of Elisha Hooper, from Bridgewaters
of Lemuel Burghardt and Christopher Brazee, from

g
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Egremont ; of John Minkler, from Taconi::ninow Mt
Washington] 5 of Ichabod Miller, from Symubury; of
Samuel Mudge and Elijah Slosson, from Sheron; of
Josiah Arnold, (rom East Haddem ; of John Deming,
Emmediately from Fort Edward, but previoualy) from

Janaan ; of Matthew Benedict, from Ridgexnld; of
Roderic Messenger and Benjamin Lewis, from Farm~
ingtan, Con. ‘T'hese were soon joined by John Ford
and Ambrose Collins, {rom Farmington, and Amass
and James Spencer, from East Haddam, Cony by Sa-
muel Boyntoun, from Graflon, and by some others, In
1781, when the first census was taken, the number of
inhahitants was 1113. It probably does not vary much
frem this at the present titne,

The early settlers generatly planted themnselves down
in the north part of the town, where the lands are the
most feasible and productive ; about the branchos of
Wiliiamas river and Maple hilk

A collection of rugged hills occupy the centre of the
town. WNear the south-west corner is a mountain calied
* Tom Dull,” extending into Great Barrington and Al
ford 4 while Stockbridge mountain ia on the eastem
border. The mountain elevations vary in height, it is
said, from 5 to 900 feet above the level of Williams
river, The southern eud sputh-eastern parta consist
genernlly of rough, brokenland. Lime ledgeaabound.

Witl: the exception of a brook at the south-west,
which runs into Alford, supplying a stone mill and saw-
mill, Williams river is the common channel of neady aM
the walers of the town. Onebranch of this rises in the
west part of the town, and in the edge of New York,
runs northerly towards the nortb-west corner, where it
unites with Flat brook, whicl comes in (rom Canaan,

-and then turns eastward, and on its way to the village re-
ecives (iriffio’s brook and Cone’s brook from Richmond,
und the outlets of two or three natural ponds, one of which
i» of considerable sive. On the first branch and Cone’s’
brook are 1 saw-mill, £ stone mills, and 2 turning
shope. Atthe village, after the union of all the branches,
there ia an excellent mill-site, where from a single dam
waler in taken to supply a grist-mill, e stone-mili, a eaws
mill and toriring shop. A few rods below is another dam,
which swppliea a woollen fastory and another stone-mill
Twoand u ball miles southare Crocker’amills,n saw-ymib,
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u @grist-mill, a stone-mill, and a taneery. Between these
and Great Barrington line, are 2 saw-mills, 3 sione-
mills, a fulling-mill end turning-shop, a forge, a nail
factory and a rolling mill. The forge has been in ex-
tatence 30 or 40 years, the nail factory 10; the rolling
mill in just completed. 'The stonre- mitls above men-
tioned are employed in sawing the marble, with which
this town abounds,
« 'The firet quarry opened, was that, row denominated
the * Old Quarry,” on the west bank of Williama river,
aboutmidway of the town, This was not wrought in a
systematic and profitable manner until about 17903
since which, quarries have been opened in almost all
patts of the town. On the opposite side of the same
kedge iv Robbins® quarry, and to the north Speneer’s
quarty, and several other of less fote.  Near the village
are:the Boyntons’, Morgan & Kellofg"s, and Cone’s
varries ; near the meeting-house, Jones® quar;y ard
inman’a quarry, and to the south, Milligan’s,
and FPitch’s®uarrics.
- From Boynton’s quarry many of the stono were tak-
dd fof the State House in Boston. The City Hall in
New Yark’is built with satone taken partly from Milli-
gan’s, then Jahnson’s quarrcy; but generally from hat
of Mr. Fiteln,

"T'o remove the rocks from their beds, deep blasting
has been lately practised with great effect, both by bo-
ring aud by using the natural openings. In 1828, the
Messre. Boyntons charged an opening sbout I3 feet
deep and from about I8 to 4 inches in diameter, with
2M pounds of powder. Upen firing it, ® masa of mar-
ble was raised about 5} ot 60 feet square on the sur-
face, and 8 feet thick. It haw since been ascertained
that at least twice this quantity waa [oosened.

. 'The oumber of handa employed in all the business
eonnected with the Tmrriea may be 200, The exporta’
from the own in 1837, consisting mostly o' marble,
were extimated at 2700 tons.

It varies in colour as well es fineness.  Home of it {a
whito wd Little inferior in purity to enow, some is
part-oolored mostly with blue, some’ is dove-color-
od, zame is gray, and some is black, o

For 30 years iron ore has been oocasionally picked
wp o pevernl faridis in the northwest part of the town.

ohn’s



by BreTorY OF EEAxshrki

1a 1826 a bed was opened on the farm of Den, Nathl,
Leet, from which in that year and the t#o (ollowing,
more than S00 tons of ore were aken. It is excellent
for castings, but not much used tor bar jron. Iron ere
piobabiy abounds. Liesd ore existm, but in what quan-
lity is not ascertained.

Col. Williams cpened a store at the village in 1773,
where there are now 3 merchant stores, a post office, ta-
vern, about -2 dweiling houses. and scveral mechanis
shops. A bdilding for the double purpose of & meeting-
house and school-house, was built 1n 18238, Stages
from Springfield and Hariford meet Liere on their way
to Albany. In the whole town there are G stores, 4 ta-
verns, 2 post pflices, 6 school-houses, 175 dwelling-hou-
sce, and 194 (amilies; of which 100 belong to the Con-
gregationalists, 70 1o the Baptists, 8 to the Episcopa-
liang, 8 to the Methodists, and S to other denominations.

The Congregational mecting-house was built in 1783,
and thoroughly repaired, or rather rebuilt, in 1823,

The chureh was organized June 4, 1789, and has
had five pastors, viz. Rev. Measra, Oliver Avres, Jo-
seph Bdwards, John Waters, Nathan Shaw, and Mus.
son C. Gaylord, who i¢ the present pastor;

In several instances the peoplc have been bieszed
with revivale, especially in 1821, and in the winter and
spring of 1827, The whole number of members in the
chureh frown the beginning to the 1st of Jan. last, was
239. The pumber at that time was 95,

The church holds in connection with the society $500,
ahequest from Mr. W, Crocker, who died A pril 6, 1526.
The Daptist churell was organized about 1792, and the
society incorparated and a meeting-house built in 1794.
For several years the Rev. 8aml. Whelpley from Stock-
bridge preached to them. Alter lenving this place he
went to Morristown, N. J. where he became a preshy-
terian, thence 1o Newark, and thence to the city of New
Yark, where he died July 15, 1817, aged 51.

«He lpossesscd an original and highly gifted mind,
and displayed uncommon powers as a writer.” He was
suthor of * The Triangle,” of “ Letters on capitat pun-
ishment and war,” of a “Compend of Ancient and Mod-
sm History,” and ¢ Lectures on Ancient History.?

Elder Nathl. Culver, preached to the Baptista some
yearn  The church members in 1929, were 42.
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OF THE

TOWN OF TYRINGHAM. -

HY EDWIN BREWER, A, M.

Tue history of this town, and indeed of all she towms
in the south-eastern part of the County, may be_traced
to the commencement of the year 1735, when it besame
an ubjeet to cuta road across the Green mountain range
hetween Westfield and Sheffield, aud thus apen a direct
communication betwcen Boston and Albany. On the
15th of January, in that year, the cominittee of bath

* houses of the Legialature on the petitious for townships,
. 8c., reporied : * That there be four townships opened
upon the road betwixt Westfield and Shedield, and that
they be contiguous to one another, and either joio to Bhefe
field, or to the township lately granted to the proprietors
of Sufficld,” [afierwards Glasgow, now Blanford,]
"% each of the contents of six miles equare; and that
: there be 63 howne lows laid oat in a compact and defen-
i gible form, in each township, one of which to he for the
_furst settied minister, one for the second settled minis-
" ter, one¢ [or schools, and ome for each prantee, which
» whall draw equal shares in all future divisions; that the
* grantees be such petitioners as have not been grantees
and settlers for the seven years next preceding, and
give security to the value of £40 each for a perform-
ance of the usual conditions ; and that a joint commit-
tee of five be appointed for this purpose.,”” The report
was accepied, and a committee appointed the next day,
consinting of the Hon, Ebenezer Burril and Edmund
¢ Quincy, of the Upper House, and John Ashley, Eeg.,
Capt. Stephen Skifle, aug4 Jobn Fisher, Eaq, of the
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Assembly. The townships were Tyringham, New
Marthorough, Sandisfisld, and Becket, numbered at
first 1, 2, 8, and 4, in the order in which they have now
been named. They were sometimes called the * Hou-
satonic townships,’ or the *¢ townshipe at Honsatonic,”
from their vicinity to the Housatonic river.

Not long afler the passage of the above acts, Colonels
Epliraim Willisms and Nahure Ward, in behalf of the
petitiotters, purchased of the Stockbridge Indians their
right to the eastern section of this County, comprising
not only the townships contemplated, but the three
tracts, it is uoderstood, formerly known by the names
of the “ North and South Eleven Thousand Acres, and
Tyringbam Equivalent” The South Eleven Thonsand
Acres was afterwards called Southfield 5 and a few

ears since was annexed to the town of Sandiafield. The
ﬁonh Eleven Thousand Acres was called Bethlehem ;
and Tyringham Equivalent was called Loudon. Bedi-
lehem and Loudon now constitute the town of Otis,

In consequence of this increase of territery, it was
concluded by the Legisiature to increase the proprietars
in each township to 67, and to fix the rights at 70. The
North and South Eleven Thousand Acres were eventu-
ally divided equally among the four towns. Tyrnngham
Eguivalent, as the name suggests, was given, princi-
pally, at least, to this town, in consideration of certain
losses which it sustained. Twenty-one acres were giv-
en, in the first place, in consideration of the ponds
which fell within it limits, and %o grants previously
made to individuals, ane called Price’s grant, containing
600 acres, and another called Laoghton’s or Ashley’s
grent, containing 200 ; which laner grant, however, fey
party in New Marlborough. Four thousand acres
more were given, June 24, 1737, in consideration of
the less of the vorth-west corner of the town, by the
gurvey of the upper Housaronic township in October,
the year preceding. As this truct included Twenry-
five-mile pond, now Great pond, covering by estitnation
900 acres, the tract was extended so as 10 include 4800
acres.

Tt is not known exactly at what time the surveys of”
the towns were made, Col. John Ashley, of Sheffield,
and Willimn Chandler, were engaged in & part, if nos
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the whole of them ; and the plot and minutes on the
town books of Tyringham. are. from a survey by Chan-
dier in 1736. The west Jine was to have been run north
so a8 to strike the south bank of the Housatonic, after
it makes the great Lend to the west in Lee, Butin
consequence of the lors just mentioned, it stops a mile
and an hall or two miles short of that point.

This town was divided into 21 portions by lines run-
ning froin north-west to south-east, half r mile frem each
other, from the south-wesr to the north-east corner.
House lots, from 40 to 80 acres each, were laid out on
the six portions next'to the six south-western, contigu-
oi1s to each other, abutting on the lines crossing the
township. House lot, No. 25, was set apart for the first
clergyman, No. 21 for the secound, No, 20 for schools,
and 67 were drawn by lot againat the names of the pro-
prictors. Four of the proprietors were clewmen, and
draw the following lots, viz. Rev. William Williams, of
Weston, No. 33, since occupied by Daniel Garfield ;

~ Rev. John Cotten, of Boston, No. 1, on which the first
and second churches were built; Rev. Warham Will-
mms, of Waltham, No 70, now occupied by Jonas
Brewer, and Hev. Jonathan Townsend, of Needham,
N 53, now occupied by his descendants. The draw-
ing begau Nov. 15, 1737, and was completed Feb. 28,
1733,

The other parts of the township, excepting that one
Jot of 70 acres was reserved for mills, were divided into
farger lots, called town lots, and drawn against the num-
ber of the house lots. 'The town lots were 271, and the
whole ninnber of lots 342, besides the prior grants al-
ready camed. .

The rights of the town in the North acd South Eleven
Thousand Acres, and in Tyringllam Equivalent, were
also bronght into divisioo.

The setilement was commenced in 1739,  In April
of that year, Lieut. Tsaac Garfield and Thomas Slaton
moved into No, 1, and John Chadwick, Fsq., joined
them about the same time. In August following, Capt
John Brewer, from Hopkinton, moved into the town,
and put up a house a little south of Twelve-mile, or
Brewer pond ; where also he soon crected mills for the
ase of the inhabitants, agreeably to a contract with the
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proprietors, on the site of the present Langdon mills.
Cuncerning Capt. Brewer, it is worthy of potice, that
he was the father of thirteeu children. His youngest
¢hild, Col. Josiah Brewer, horn Aug. 17, 1741, is still
living, and is also the father of thirteen children, and
has 56 descendants.

. In the French war, beginning in 1744, several houses
were Tortified ; and the fortifications were rebu’lt upon
the atarm produced by two or three murders in Stock-
bridge, in August, 1755. The first and principal of
these, was acound the house of Capt. Brewer; at which
some soldiers were placed by the Prowne:al govern-~
ment. Among these was Williain Hale, who had as-
sisted in building Fon Massachusetts in Adams, and
who had been stationed in Btockbridge. He becaine a
settier here as earty as 1747, and was afterwards a deg-
«un in the church,

About 1750, John Jackson moved into the town from
‘Weston ; and persons by the name of Thomes and Or-
ton, four bruthers by the name of Warren, with their
father Joshua, (the first person born in Watertown,)
moved into it about the same time.

This year, the proprietors, who had previously met
for the transaction of business in the vicinity of Boston,
where they then generally lived, began to bold meetings
here ; and on the 18th of May, 1762, the town wes in-
corporated and called Tyringham.

It is said that this name was given at the suggestion
of Lord Viscount Howe, who owned property at u place
of the same name in England, and who passed through
this town a few days before he fell near Ticonderoga,
July 6, 1758,

The south part of the town, sometimes called South
Tyringhain, was generslly settled at an early period ;
but Hup-brook, or north Tyringham, was left as an in-
salubrious marsh for more than iwenty yvears. The
first log house in this section of the town, was erccted
by D¢a. Thomas Orton, about 1762, on the ground since
owned and occupied by his sou-in-law, Isanc Garlield,
now in the possession of the Shakers. Much of this
marsh is now vatuable meadow. The northern road
throughb it, is now & thriving street 3 the southern is
through the sertlements of the Shakers, which will be
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noticed hereafter. From 1800 to 1820 the population
of the tnwn decreased, but for scveral years past has
been on the advarce. Itiray now be, perhaps, 1600,

T'here are five grave-yards in the town ; ene, south-
east of the south meeting-house, now abandoned ; one,
west of it; one back of Hop-brook meeting-house ;
one among the Shakers, und another in the south-west
distriet, recently laid out.

The town is % niles wide [rom east to west, and on
the eastern side more than 7 miles long from north to
south. The alterationa made since the settlerent are
trivial ; -a small triangle from the north-east corner of
New Marlborough wes annexed to it in 1812, Tt is
bounded by Lee on the north ; by Becket, Otis. and
Sandisfield on the east; by Sandisfield and New Marl-
horough on the south, and by New Marlborough and
(Great Barrington on the west. -

Though the town contains many acres of good land, it
is twice crossed by two heavy ranges of hills, which ron
in an easterly and westerly direction. One of these
stretches along the northern border of the town; the
other, a little above the south line, takes a weaterly di-
rection, and alter passing a few miles, rises and spreads
into the Beartown mountains. In the hollow beiween
these ranges, the Hop brook, rising in a small pond in
Otis, flows westerly and discharges itselfl into the Hou-
patonic in Liee. 1t derives its name, i common with
the interval and settlement on its borders, fiom the wild
hops which formerly grew upon its banks,

" On the north-castern border of the town are two ponds
called Goose ponds, which send forth a small stream
that unites in Lee with Green-water brook. On the
gonthern border are two other ponds, called Twelve-mile
pond, or Brewer pond, already mentioned, and #ix.
mile pood. Pickerel, introduced into these poods some
years since, have now become considerably plenty, On
the sonthern side of the western range of hills, two
streama rise on nearty the same ground, and run in op-
posite directions. One, called East brook, after a gen-
tle descent of two miles to the north-west, breaks throogh
the ridge, in the brow of which it has worn a long, deep
and narrow passage, and makes its way for three miles
mure to the Housatonie i;ﬁoulh Lee. The otherin g
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gion, and 31, the subjects of it, were some_years after-
wards added to the church.”

The Rev. Yoseph Avery. who had been previously
settled in Alford, was instalied over this church, Feb. 25,
1788, He wasa native of Stonington, Con., and though
not publicly educated, “* was a pious, useful, aud res-
pectable ministcr. His labors were blessed. Uuder
his ministry, which conrinued 19 yeara, there were two
revivals of religion among the people of his charge, and
62 were gathered into the church. A controversy at
length arose in opposition to him; not however from
the friends of order and religion, but principally from
those who are not in the habit of attaching much impoy-
tance to the christian minisiry. An article vas inserted
in the warrant for town meeting, which was, in sub-
stance, to koow whether the town considered Mr, Avery
any longer as their minister. At the town meeting, ail
the voters of the opposition were rallied ; the metion
was put and negatived, 89 tn 66. He was accordingly
dismissed, in the year 1808. As the panty through
whose agenecy his dismission was effected, refused ta
lend an essisting hand in paying the arrearages of his
salary, he commenced a civil process against the sown,
in which he had the good wishes and co-operatien of the
respeciable minority. In this process, the judgment of
the Court wasin lns favour 3 butthe opposite party, by
certificating, finally got rid of their taxes, and threw the
whole burden of the arrearages on those who adhered
to Mr. Avery.”

“ In this unhappy state ol religious aHuirs, which
boded evil to the church, exertions were made by the
Congregationalists, to establish a religinns fund for the
permanent support of the gospel, in which they were
successful. June 15, 1809, they became a corporate
gociety. These exertions were followed by a revival of
religion, which in its operations was confined principatly
to those families who attended public worship, and con-
tributed for its support. Scarcely an individual, be-
longing to the party whose corduct has just been des-
crib?i, shared in the hlessings of the revival. In the
year 1509, 96 were ndded to the chureh, 82 of whom
were subjects of this religious awakening.” :

Mr. Avery died March 3, 1814, aged 70.
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The Rev. Joseph Warren Dow, the present pastor,
was ordained July 10, 1811, He iy a native of Ken-
sington, N. H., and a granduate of Harvard College,
1805. His support is derived trom the interest of the
fund juet mentioned, and from subscriptions, The fund
yields anuually about 26() doliars, ‘The agitations which
prevailed in the town about the timie of Mr. Avery’s dis-
migsion, have subsided, and a good degree of harmony
now prevails,

There were revivals here in 1815 and 1819, which
reaulted in the admission of about 5 1o the communion.
In 1821 and 1927, the people were also visited in mer-
11:)%2 The admissioos under Mr. Dow’s ministry are

The whole number who have helanged to the chorch
from the beginning, including the B original members,
is 428, The imembers at the commencement of the
present year were 168,
: : Deacons.

+  Johu Jackson ; chosen 17533 ; died March 13, 1767,
aged 53.

Thomas Orton ; do. do. 1790, aged 52,

William Hate ; do. 1764 ; do. Aug. 31, 1508, 33,

David Taleot 5 s removed to Willision. Yt

Nathan Abbot; —: do. Pompey, N. Y,

Joseph Chapin; chesen 1504,

Justue Bartle; do. 1810; removed to Connecti-
cut Reserve, '

Bystra Taylor ; do. do.  West Stock-
bridge. '

Amos Langdon; do. 1817,

Juhn Bentley ;3 doo 1824,

It has been mentioned that the people were Congre-
gationalists uniil near the close of the Revolutionary
_war.  Abour that time, several individuals living in the
south-western part of Hop-brook, or Nnrth Tyringham,
began to attend the meetings of the Shakera in New
Lebenon and Hancoek.  In the month of Apsil, 1782,

William Clarke, Henry Herrick, Elijuh Fay, and Jo-
¢hua, Abel, and Wiiliam Allen, whu had just moved
into the place from Coventry. Con., set up meetings,
according 1o she customs of this sect, at each others’
houses. These were joined, two years after, by Abisha
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SBianley, James Pratt, and Thomas Patten, from Bel-
chertown. In 1733, they collected wogether in B body,
on the spot which they now occupy, and formed them-
selves into what they denominate church order, They
own ahout 1300 acres of land, which lie together, spread-
ing from Ilop-brook south-westerly on to a high hill or
mountaiu, and 200 inore in the neighborhood, Their
seitiements cansist of two clusters of hmidmgs, haifl a
mile distant (com each other, on’a street running near-
ly parallel with this brook, midway up the hill, berween
which is a remnarkabty fine grove of sugar mmples, inter-
spersd with beach. hirch, &e.  They have a house for
wurslnp, an office, a schook-honse, four dwelling-houses,
varinus shops and ont-houses, and near by, a pocket
furnace and saw-mill. Their number for severat vears
past has been ahout 100.  The males are emnployed, ae
in other Shaker settlements, iu hushandry, horticulture,
manufactore of wooden ware, &c.  Their street, build-
ings, (encea, and every thing about thein, wear the ap-
prarance of jndustry, neatness, quietness, and order.
They hold one meeting on the sabhath, at witich the
etder exhorte. and then all unite in dancing ; and they
~wsnally meet from one evening to another in sinaller
collectinns for Tamily worehip, whicli is conducted in a
s'mifar manner. _

The spiritual concerns of the three settlements at Ty-
ringham. Hancock, and Enfield, in Connecticut, are su-
perintended by a presiding clder, assisted by a subor.
dinate elder in each settlement. The elders aiso ad-
vise i secnlas eoncerns,

There have long been two Baptist churches in 8an-
disficld, near the south-western and south-eastern cor-
ners of this tows, at which the Daptiste from this town
formerly attended worship, and where some still at-
tend.

A Bamist church, called the Baptist church of Lee

and I’\rmph( am, and consisting of members {rotn both
places, was fonned Aug. 232, 1927, The members were
then 20, ¥ males and 13 females, taken partly from the
worll, and partly from ntber churches,  Several addi-
tions have been made to it, and in May last it consisted
of 37 members.
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Elder Ira Hall, who had been a number of years pas-
‘tor of the church in Cannan, New York, has eupplied
this church with preaching since its formation. He
preaches alternately at Hop-brook or North Tyringham,
and at South Lee.

There are some Episcopal Methodists in this town,
connected with otherg in New Marlborough. There is
also a small society of Reformed Methodists in Hop-
brook,

The first schiool-house erected in town, was withina
few rods of the present Congregational meeting-house ;
and the first in Hop-brook, was half a mile south of the
meeting-hiouse thtre. 'The number of comimon schools
now in the town, is fourteen. A fund, arising from the
sale of the school-lot, yietds-about 40 doltars annualily,

There are two smali but select libraries, one formed
in 1791 or 2, coutaining 67 volumes; the other formed
in 1807, containing 104 volumes.

Only twelve inhabitants of the town, of five different
farnilies, have tasted the sweets of a liberal edecution.
Five of these are clergymen, and two are lawyers,

Thomas Benny, Giles Jackson, Amos Carpenter, Fa-
cob Kingsbury, Elijah Fowler, and Asa J. W _Ich, were
successively physicians, Dr. Weleh is now vettled im
Lee. ©Our present physicians are Millew Sabin, a na-
tive of Lenox, and William E. Bulkley, a native of
€olchester, Coo.
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TOWN OF NEW MARLBOROUGH.

HY REY, HARLEY UQODWIN,

New MairLporoucn is one of the south towns in the
County of Berkshire. It was originally called No. 2
It is hounded west by Shellield, north by Great Barring-
ton and Tyringham, east by Sandisiield, and” south by
Norfolk, Con. A =mall tract was annexed to this town
fromn Sheifield in 1798, and another from Tyringham in
1811. T length is =4 miles from north w south, and
its width 5 miles from east to west, forming an area of
424 spaare mades, or 27,200 acres,

"Fhe surface is generally uneven and hilly, and like
most of the more elevated towns in the County, stony 3
though ar the time of its settlement, the stones were so
deeply covered with vegetable mould, that the first in-
habitants are said to have expressed their fears lest they
should ot find stone in sufiicient quantities to answer
the purposes of building. Their fears were removed
by finding a quarry of white flint or sand stone, split by
the hai:d of Nature into blocks of different sizes, nealy
square, on an elevation of land in the north part of the
town, ealled Dry Hill.

The s0il is as various as the surface ; some parts of
it beiog best suited to grain, and some to mowing and
pasturage, while other parts are adapted to either, Tiis
generally strowg, and improves by cultivation, being not
aLl:;ial, but formed chiefly by the decouiposition of
r
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In the north-west part of the town is a pond abofit
two miles in iength, extending into the south-west part
of Tyringhum, and bordering on the south-east part
of Great Barrington, called Six-mile Poad. [t was so
called first by several families of Indiane, who resided
six miles distant in Great Barrington, and resurted to
it [['c;r the purpose of fishing. Its outletis at the south
en

A most melancholy event occurred at this pond, July
23, 1212, the day of the Natonal Fast, on account of
the war which had a little time before been proclaimed
against Great Britajn. Seven peraons were upwet in a
boat, viz. Ablmond Beaton, Bolomon Jacksen Tracy,
and Ruth Mills, of New Marlborough ; and Cynthia
Garfield. Abigail Buel, Lucy Upham, und Cynthia Up-
ham, of Tyringham. Almond Benton, aged 19, Ruth
Mills, aged 1%, and Betsey Garfteld, aged 21, were
drowired. The others were saved. For hisgreat exer-
tions in rescuing these, a Mr. Buel was honoured with
almudal by the Washiugton Benevotent Soc:lety of Berk-
shire

It is somctimes observed that sudden and alarming
providences are seldem followed with saving benefit 10
the subjects.  But it ought to be naticed here, to the
honour of divine grace, that the four persons just na-
med. who were delivered from death, Fla\-'e since inade
a public profession of religion. They all date back
their first serious l[llplt’S‘Elﬂlls to this tune of perif and
of mercy. -Mr Tracy is now a caudidate for the holy
minisiry.

A stream rises near the eastline of the town, and run-
ning porth-wesy, passes into Tyringham, and uniting
with a stream which Aows from a pond in that town, re- -
turns in a sonth-westerly divection into Wew Maribo-
rough, and having lurnished in ity eoirse four or tive
mill-seats, joins the outler of Bix mile pond. [t is af-
* terwards called Konkapot or fron Werk river. It res
ceived the name of Kenkapet, frowr the circumatance
‘that an Indian family of the same name tived by its xide,
in the border of Shefheld. The stream, wluch perpe-
tuates their name, runs south through the wesicen part
of the town, and afier passing a livtle over the dce 1020
Bheflield, runs south by easg into Canaan, Con. “Lhen
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bending round to the north-west, passes again into Shet
field, and unites with the Housatonic not far from the
line between Sheffield and Cansan. It furnishes eight
or en mill-seats,

A suweam called Umpachene, rises in the east part of
the town, and passing by the centre, runs south-west,
furnishing three or four mill-seats, and emptiea into the
Konkapot. The Umpachene derived its name from an
Indian, whose residence was on its weatern side, about
one mile gouth-west from the north meeting-house. This
Indian, and also the Konkapots, so far conformed to the
customs of the whites, as to do something towards cul-
tivating the farms on which they Lived.

In the seuth part of the town is a pond, denominated
Harmon pond, which covers several acres. This pond,
and also the other ponds in tewn, as may, perhaps, be
true of all other ponds, are becoming less in dimension,
owing to the washing in of earth and the collection of
vegetable matter about their shores, or to the deepening
of their outlets, or to both,

In the south-east part of the town is a pond, a mile
and a hall or more in circumference, catled hy the dil-
ferent names of Hermit, Knapp, Norton, and Laz¢
pord, which is the source of a stream that runs ssuth-
west into Canaan, affording "in its course three or four
mill-seats. This pond derived its first name from the
circumstance that 4 hermit lived for several years on is
south-eastern side.  The name of this hermit was
Timothy Leonard He came from Fredericksburgh,
Dutchess county, N. Y., five or six years before the
Revolutionary war; and though he purchased a farm,
e led a solitary life till the day of his death. He died
June 13, 1817, from infirmity and old age, being as was
supposed in his 70th year. Unwilling that any one
should remain with him during a single night, he died
as he lived, alone and unattended. The cause of his
leading such e life is supposed to be explained by the
fact that he waa an inveterate hater of women. His
description of them was—* They say they will, and ’
they won’t.” Let none cmile at the history of Timothy
Leonard ; for he is not the only one who has suffered
disappoinited hope and mortified pride to blot out the -
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social affections, and produce useleasness, wretchednesp
and ruin, .

Towards the south line of the town is a cave of some
little note. A description of it would be like many de-
scaiptions which have been given of subterranean cav-
erns. [t 1a beneath a ridge of rocks, a few rods east of
one of the roads which lead to Canaan. ks aperture is
amall. It has several apartments of various dimensions,
whose sides and roofs are limemone, on which stalactites
are contiuually forming.

About one-fourth of a mile south-west from the south
meeting-houue, is a rock, judged to weigh 30 or 40 tons,
s0 equally balanced on another rock, that 2 man may
move it with his little finger.

The township was granted in 1736 to 72 proprietors,
mostly belonging to Marlboiough and its vicinity, in the
county of Middlesex, by ‘* The Great and General
Court or Assembly” [as the style then wa:} ‘i of His
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts’ Bay in New
Engtand, held at Boston.”  The proprietors obtained
the township of the Indians by deed; and the deed was
confirtned by the * General Court.” Among other di-
visions of land into which the township was aurveyed,
were house lots, consisting of @) acres each, excepting
where the land was of an iuferior quality, or inconve-
nient for o residence, in which cases a greater number
of acrea was allowed for a house lot, or some other di-
yision of land was granted to make up the defect. The
number of house lots was 63, besides | for each grantee.
Of the 63 lota, 3 were reserved as public property, one
being designed for the support of achools, one for the
first, and one for the second minister.

The tirst inprovements were made in 1739, by Mr.
Benjamin Wheeler, from Marlborouglh. During 1he
winter of 173940, which was one of what have been
called “ memoralle hard winters,” Mr. Wheeler re-
mained the only white inhabitant in town, and continued
to feli the forest. A family of natives resided near the
outlet of Six-mile pond. These, or the Indians gene-
alty, though in most respects friendly, forbade him the
use of a gun, lest he should kil} the deer, and thus with-
held from him a part of the means on which, perhaps,
be had depended for support.  His nearest white peigh-
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bours were in Sheffield, at a distance of ten miles.
Some of these, on snow-shoes, came to see him in the
course of the winter, and afforded him sueh proofs of
their friendship, as his cirrumstances required, DPu-
ring the following summer, he visited Marlborough, and
rewrned with his family.

The other first seitlers came as follows: Noal:
Church, Jabez Ward, Thomas Tattlow, Elias Keyes,
Joseph Blaekiner, Jesee Taylor, John Taylor, Wiliiam
Witt, and Philip Brodkins, [rom Marlborough or vicin-
ity, in 1741, .

Samuel Bryan, some time previous to 1744, (rom
Maitborough.

Juseph Adams, Moses Cleaveland, Silas Freeman,
_in 1744, and Charles Adams, Soloinon Randsford, Na-
than Randsiord, and Jarvis Pike, in 1745, from Can-
terbury, Con,

Families by the name of Rheldon, Wright, and Allen,
from Nortlampton, about 1745.

Not lvng after, {families by the name of Sheldon,
Norton, and Harmeon, from Sufficld, Con.

William Atexander and Juhn Thompsor, natives of”
Ircland, from Dedhkam, about 1746,

“And about 1700, families by the name of Bullard and
Rawson, from Mendon.

The (irst bora in town were twins, children of My,
Brookins, a son and a daughter 5 Uie latter of wliom is
still living.

‘The rirst chuwrch was organized Oct. 31, 1744, con-
sisting of the following persons: Moser Cleaveland,
Samaue] Bryan, Jesse Taylor, William Witt, and Jo-
seph Adams. On the following day, Kev. Thomas
Strong, native of Nosthampton, aud graduate of Yale
College, 1740, was ordained as pastor of this church.
Mr. Strong’s salary was £30. He also had the use and
dispnsal of the lot of land which has been mentioned.
Towards raising his salary, a tax was paid for several
years by the proprietors of the township, many of whom
resided at a distance. Thus was manifested the desire
of our forefathers to estublish the preaching of the gos-
pel in new setdlements. To all their descendants it
may with propriety be said, * Frecly ye kave received,
Jreely give?
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Mr. Strong died Aug. 23, 1777, in the 62d year of
his age, and in the 33d of his ministry. According to
the insciiption en the stone which stands over hie re-
muing, ** he was equally removed from levity and aus-
terity, and possesaed those social virtues which made
him the agreeable fiiend and companion. In his min-
isterial office, he made it the business of his life to in-
struetr the ignorant, reclaim the vicious, visit the sick
and afflicted, and extend the hand of charity to the
needy and distressed.” During his ministry, not far
from }V0 were admitted to the ehurch, some by profes-
sion, and some by recommendation. L

Rev. Caleb Alexander, D..D., native of Northfield,
and graduate of Yale College, 1757, was ordained Feh.
28, 1781, and dismissed June 28, 1752 His ministry
was wvseful, in inducing the church to discontinue * the
haltway covenany,” and reeeive none” buf those who
gave evidence of * being renewed in the spirit of their

minds.”  Aceording te the grant of the proprietors, ke
was entitled 1o the second ministerial lot, or a quantity
of tand equal in value.. '

After his dismission, and previons to the settlement
of his successor, ahout ) were gathered into the church.
These were principally the fruits of a revival which
took place under occasional preaching.

After leaving New Masthorough, Dr. Alexander was
settied at Mendon, in this State, where he is said to
Iave performed faithful labours. He was dismissed
from that place for the want of support, in 1803, After
this, ho became preceptor, first of the Academy at Fair-
field, amd then of the Academy at Onondara Hullow,
New York. ~ He dicd at the latter place in April, 1828,

Rev. Jacob Catiin, D. D., native of Harwinton, Con.,
and graduate of Yale College, 1734, was ordained July
4, 1787, He died April 12,1836, aged 63 His char-
acteristies were iudustry, patience, frankness, meek-
ness, His intellectual faculiies were clear and vigor-
ous, adapted to reasoning and investigatiou, rather than
to description. ‘His religious views were thoroughiy.
Calvinigtic, and he preached much and with success up-
on whatare frequently terzng‘;d ** the doctrines of grace.”
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He published a work on theology, entitled * Catlin’s
Compendium ;> whieh does honour to liis understand-
ing and his heart, and which has been printed a second
titne. Not far from 250 persons, most of them the sub-
jects of three or four difierent revivals, were added to
the church during his ministry. )

The present pastor was ordained, as colleague with
Dr. Catlin, Jan, 4, 1826. During his ministry, 61, by
profession, have been admitted to the church, which
Jan. 1, 1328, consisted of 199 members, 63 males,
and 131 females

Deacons of this Church.

Nathaniel Harmon ; elected Dec. 1749 ; removed
to Bennington, V.
Seth Stroug 3 elected June, 1756 ; removed to Eg-
remont.
Jesee Taylor ; elected between 1761 and 65 died
Nov. 1782,
Caleb Wright ; eleated May, 1772 ; died Jan. 1915,
aged v,
Ephraim Guiteau; do. do. removed to Nor-
folk, Con. .
- Bamuel Sheidoo; elected July, 1780 5 died August,
1B1E, aged 84, .
Artemas Brighamj elected April, 1797 ; died Jap.
1798, aged 46.
Ezra Koapp ; elected March, 1799 ; removed to
Wolcory, N. Y. '
Abner Hitcheock ; eleeted June, 1806 ; died June,
. 1827, aged 84, .
Seth Sheldon; elected May, 1808; died July, 1827,

aged 80,
Zenas Wheeler ; elected Oct. 1812,
David Walker ; elected May, 1817, Y

Nathan Chapin ; elected Oct. 1826,
Moses Shepard ; elected June, 1827,

The first meeting-howse, though not immediately co-
vered and prepared for uge, was erected in 1743, near-
ly on the ground where the present north meeting-
house stands. The expense of building it was defrayed
by the proprietars of the township.
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The second, which is the present nerth meeting-house,
was built in 1793. In consequence of a disagreement
with regard to the Jocation of this house, another house
was built the same year; ard in 1794 the tewn was di-
vided by the Legislature, and a new parish, called the
South Parish, incorporated. ’

On the twemry-fifth of April, in the latter year,
the second or south church, was organized of mem-
bers {rom the first church, 21 in number. Eighimore,
who were dismiseed with a view of being united with
them, were united alter the settlement of Mr. Stevens.

The first pastor ol this church, Rev. John Stevens, na-
tive of Danbury, Con., and graduate of Yale College,
1779, was installed Oct, 22, 1794. He had previously
been settled in New Concord society, town of Chatham,

*N.Y. He died Jan. 6, 1799, aged'49. He was a man
of uniform and affectionate seriousuess, and greatly be-
loved. During his last illness, he wrote an address to
his peaple, and delivered it 1o Rev. Dr. Catlin to read at
his funeral Much of the language ofthis address was
as thaugh it had been utrered fiomn the invisible world.
The effect was deep and solersn ; and several who had
disregarded the living veice of the preacher, now listen-
ed to his entreaties, and hegan their preparations for
eternity. He received 9 to the church during his mig-
istry, besides the 8§ recommended from the first church,
before his installation. In the interval hetween his
death and the ordination of his successor, nineteen
were received to the communion.

Rev. Nathaniel Turner, native of Notfotk, Con., and
graduate of Williams College 1793, was ordained July 10
1799. He died May 25, 1812, aged 41 He was cheer-
ful, sociable, prowmpt, active; uncommouly easy of

sutterance, and prepared as by intuigan for atl arcasiong,

* Few of his sermons were written3 but many of them
are engraven on the memories, und same of them on
the hearts of thosec who heard themn He admitted 52

_to the churoh. .

Rev. Sylvester Burt, native of Scuthampton, and
graduate of Williams Callege, 1804, was insalled A-
prit 21, 1813, and dismissed Dec. 31, 1822, He ad-
aitted B3 to the fellowship of the church.



296 HISTORY &F BERKASHIRE.

Rev. Alvan Somers, A. M., native of Sharen. Con..
was iustalled . May 11, 1523, and dismissed May 26,
1823. The adwmissions by him were 11.

There have been several seasons of revival in this
town. Both parishes were visited in 15237

Deacons,
Nathan Butler ; moved to Paris, N. Y.
Joxeph Fitch; do. Gieneva, Ohio,

Ebenezer Surith, E«q.; died Sept 8, 1816, aged 7L

Benjumio Siith.

Isanc Turner.

Gideon Uantield.

The South Parish have an ecclesiastical or ministertal
fund for the support nfl the gospel, obtaiced by subserip-
tion in 1794, a:nounting to B3.152: it is lent un inre-a
rest, and yields yearly 8189 12, The trustees ol this
fund were incorporated June 19, 1812,

The tawn was incorporated in 1959, It is divided
into 12 achonl districts.  ‘The public grant for the sup-
port of schaols is R anruvally.  In addition to this,
ahout 8125 a year avises from a thod, which in part re-
aulted from ** the school-lot,” and in part was creared
by the town. For three or four vears past, an inde-
pendent sehool for young ladies has existed,

There are two public libraries ; one forined in 1793,
containing at the preseit time S0 or 90 voluines 5 the
other, in 1803, containing about 115 volumes. Both
have once or twice been sold ont, and rencewed. )

The sum expended for maintaining the poor, for se-
veral years past, has been fenin 600 to 800 dollars an-
nually. The poor ure kept by 1he lowest bidders,

There are 273 dwelling: houses, 4 grist-mills; 15 saw-
mills, I stone saw-mill, 1 furge, 5 clothiers’ work+, 4
carding machiues, 2 post-otfices, one established in
1806, the otherin 15283 1 G stores, and 1 tavern.

Physicians of New Marlborough.

Etihu Wright,

Ebenezer Parish.

Ephraim Guiteau 3 removed to Norfolk, Con.

David Church ; removed to New Orleans, Lou.

Benjamin Smith; sill living,

. Elijah Catlin ; died June 5, 1523, aged 61.
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Reuben Buckman ; stiil living,
Gitbert Smith; died about 15804,
Ira 8mith ; removed to Auburn, N. Y.
Edmaend C. Peet ; died May 6. 1823, aged 44,
Remuas M. Fowler 5 removed to Washingien, Con.
John Scovill 5 still iiving.
Areias Rising ; ©

Magistrates,
Jaber Waurd; died Aug. 29, 1787, aged 60.
Jabez Ward v Ang. 17, 1786, aged 52.
Obudiah Wdl'd moved away,
Daniel Taylor; died July 6, 1814,
Ebenezer Smith; died Sept B, 1816, aged 71.
Benjamin Wheeler ; 3 stlll lnmg

Joseph Fitch g

Jasen Warner 5 : {L
Edward Sievens ; i
Isaac Turner ; o

Benjainin Bheldon ; “
Warren Wheeler 3 i
Levi L. Smith; “



A HISTORY
OF THE
TOWN OF SANDISFIELD.

HY REY. LEV]I WHITE.
-

Tris town now includes the original township of San-
disfield, and the tract formerly called the South Eleven
Thousand Acres. This tract was incorporated as a dis-
trict in V797, and annexed to Saudisfield in 1819, The
town is situated in the south-east corner of Beckshire
County, and is in extent six miles {rom east to west,
. and about nine miles from north to south. Tt islonger,
however, on she eastthan on the west line, [t is bound- ~
ed on the south by Connecticut line, which separates it
from Celebirook and Norfolk ; on the west by New
Mustborough, and for a small distance, by Tyringharn ;
on the north by Tyringham and Otis; and on the east
by Utisand Tolland. 1t contains about 34,560 acres.

Tiie surtace of the town is hilly in general; the hilla
are 1o 4 considerable height, but nnt abrupt, rising into
large swells, In the south-east section of the town, how-
ever, a considerable mountain rises on the western
bauk of Farmington river, known by tlie name of Hange
ing mountain. ks highest point of elevation ia 450 feet
above the bauk, and presents to the south-east a murl
perpendicular froos, more tham 300 feet high. Large
pieces of roeka, disloeated by the frost, or orther causes,
often fall from the jurting side with rremendous force.

Farmington river runs near the east line of the town
through the whole extent, and afiords many mill-seats
and watcr privileges. And there are other small streama
intersecting the town, upon which are mills and other ma-
ghinery. ln the north part of the town, at the cutlet of
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Spectacle pond, the water privilegen are excellent. But
as the site is remote from any gnod road, butlittle use com-
paratively, is made of the waier at present. There are
two other ponds in the town, but small in extent. There
are abundance of springs, and the town generally is sup-
plied with excellent warer. '

The woil is various. but generally of a good quality,
It censists of a moist loam ; stony in many places, and
principally adapted to grazing, Some parts of the
town, however, are suited to ihe cultivarion of different
kinds of grain, Formerly the raising of live stock of
various kinds, was the priucipal ohject of farmera : but
for a number of vears past, the dair;,r has been pursued
with success, and carried on extensively. i

This town was originally Indian hunting ground. In
clearing a piece of ground, a few years since, a large
nuather of heads of arrows, formed of stone, was found
safuly deposited between two roeks; probabiy placed.
there ages age. o far aw appears, the town was never
an Indian settlemenc.

Thin town, irt connection with Tyringhain, New Marl-
borough, and Becket, was granted to a company whe
petitioned (or the same in 1735, [t was called No. 3.
The prnprietors generally lived in the county of Worces-
ter. The charier of the town was granted in 1736;
and the year following the proprietors held their first
meeting for the porpose of choosing a cormmittee to sur-
vey and divide the town into lots. any meetings were
held in successive years

The town was designed at firat to have been six miles
agquare but an addition was mude to the south end of
it, in consideration of ponds ; and then there was left to
the aouth and south-east, the South Eleven Thousand
Acres abovemenmtioned.

No family moved into the town until 1750. Thomas
Brown was the first. Snon after, his father, Daniel
Brown, Esq., moved in with hie numerous family, He
owned & large ehare of the towo ;3 and in tratusacting its
concerns, was the principal man. He was horn pear
Buston, though he had lived for some time in Enfield,
Con. The settlement of the town advaoced rapidly.
A large number of families came in from Wethersfield,
€on., and the adjoining towps; also a consideroble
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number {ror the towns below Plymouth, on Cape Cod.
This town was incorporated in 1762

The first white child born in the town, was Lot
Smith. He was born on the 7th of Aug. 1757, and was
thus called, because the proprictors, meeting ou that
day, talked of giving htn a lot of land. Of this they
farled, but his mother insisted upon his being called Lot.
On the 13th of the same mnonth, M, banf’ord Brown
was born, who is stilt living.

The General Court, in their eriginal grant, manifest-
ed a regard for public worship, und wade it a condition
of the graat, that the proprietors should locate 300
acres, to be given e the rirat seuled minister, and the
same to the serond.  Afierwards, in 1766, the proprie-
tors gave a lot of one hundred acres tor the use of the
puccessive ministers of the firse parish. The town en-
joyed a preached gospel within five or six vears of the
firnt eettlement,. The {imt meeting-houre was erected
abour 1537, but was not finished tifl 1561, T'his re-
mained till the sccond was buii, which was m 1796, ks
site is very npearly in the ceatre of the town, and the
house ia literally built upon a rock.

The Congregational charch was formed in 1756, It
consisied of seven male nembers : how many female, is
urtknown,

Three postors have been settled over this church :
the Rev. Coarnelius Jones, Eleazer Storrs, and Levi
White. As Mr, Jones was in a few years distniused,
Jirtle 13 known res;-ecting the state of the church under
hie ministry.  Under the ministcy of My Beorrs, there
were considerable numbers added to the church, though
the precise nwnber cannst be ascertained. In 1793,
when the pregent pasiur was erdained, the church con-
gisted of about 70 membere. There were abuut 25 ne-
tive male memhers. ™ince that time, 307 have been
admitted 1o the church. Many in the course of this
time have died, and very many have moved to the new
settlements. _

T'he present number of members in the church is Ht-
tle riring of 200,

Alr. Joneu was born in Bellinghamn, and gradnared at
Ha vard College 1n 1752, He wa: crdavied u the time
the church was organized ; and for want of a mere cen-
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venient place, was ordained in a barn, The first Pre-
sident Edwards, then settled over the Stockbridge In-
diang, was moderator of the eouncil, preaehed the ozdi-
hation sermon, was active in forming the church, and
drew up the articles of faith and covenant, which are
substantiatly the same at the present time. In conse-
quence of difficulties, Mr. Jones waa disinissed in 1761,
The yearafter, he purchased 10,000 acres of wild land,
which constitutes the-principal part of the present town
of Rowe. He removed to the place in 1764 or 5, aud
became a wealthy farmer, but preached occasionally.
About 1779 or a{ having disposed of all hia Jands, he
removed to Skenesborough, now Whitehall, in the State
af New York, where he died at an advanced agc, hav-
ing sustained the reputation of a pious, good man. He
preached occasionally until his death, though he never

. settled in the ministry afier leaving Sandisfield. He
was a zealous whig, and in the capacity of a military
officer, commanded the militia of Rowe at the capture
of Burgoyne. Une of his sons was killed in a skir-
mish with the Indians near Saratog'a.

Mr, Storrs, the second minister, was m native of.
Mansfield, Con. He was graduated at Yale College in
1762. He was ordained pastor of this ~hurch and peo-
ple, Feb. 26, 1966, . He was a popular preacher, and
retained the affections of his people until the unhappy
Bhays insurrection. At that time, froin his measures
in favour of government, a considerable number were
offended, and left his ministry, He, however, conti-
nued his pastoral relation till, in consequence of ill
health, he was dismissed, April 26, IT97. He conti-
nned in feeble health a number of years, and died Dec
24, 1810, aged 72

Mr. White succeeded him, June 28, 1798, and ic the

resent pastor. He is a native of Randolph, in this

tate, and is connected by consanguinity to Peregrine
White, who is said 10 have been the first child of Eng-
iish descent born in New England. His collegiate edu-
cation was received at Dartmouth Coullege, where he
was graduvated in 1796.

There have been 2 number of seasons of special re-
ligious attenuon in this towas. Under the mipistry of
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Mr. Siores, there were two or three partial revivals of
religion, and some as fruits were added to the churclh.

In 1799, soon afer the settlement of the present pas-
tor, there was a revival of considerable extent. Thirry
were added to the Congregational church, and a humber
to the Baptist. More than usual seriousness also pre-
vailed in 1803. After this, for a pumber of’ years, there
was but little special attention to religion, and the friende
of Zion mourned,
~ In 815, at the monthly concettin Septembier, wasa
scene of solemnity long to be remembered, and such ae
never was witneased before in this place. From this
time, an unusual religious inguiry and solemnity rapidly
sxtended into almost all sections of the town, This re-
vival continued with little abatement for six monthm
About 200 indulged a hope of an interest in the 8aviour,
In less than a year, 140 were admitted to the Congre-

tional church, and a considerable number to the

aptist :

In I821, there was a partial revival of religion, and
82 were added to the church. Also in 1827 there was
a religious excitement of considerable exteat. To the
Crbpgregaﬁonal chusch 44 were admitted 28 the fruite
of it

There are two Baptist churches in Sandisfield, though
the meeting-house of the Second Church is in the
south-west corner of Otia, '

The first was organized Aug. 21, 1779. The society
with which this is connected, was incorpurated Feb. 25,
1794, by the Legislature of the State ; and Baptists from
Bandistield, Fyringham and Wew Murlborough were
permitted to unite with it. They meet for worship in
the north-west part of the tuwn, where they erected their
present meeting-house in 1803,

On the. 2d of Oct. 1779, Elder Joshua Morse, whe
‘was present at its orgenization, was constiruted pastor
of this churgh. He had been previously ordoined, in
May, 1730, at New London, Con. His connection
with it was dissolved by death, July 26, 1795, in the
%0ih year of his age, " The church gradually increaxed
during hie minisiry. Thowse admitted to the church du-
ring his ministry, taken in connaction with those admiv

ted at ite organization, were 101, :
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Tn 1793, Mr, Jesse Haniwell, from Ashfield, improved
with the chureh, and on the 9th of January, 1800, was
ordained an Evangelist ; but preached generally to this
people. In May, 1827, he was dismissed from the -
-glllllrch and soon alter removed to Perry, Geauga Co,

io

This church enjoyed revivala in 1798 or 8, 1806,
1815, and jn the epring of 1815, to some of which, allu-
sions hewe been already made, By the first, 74
the second, 18, by the third, 27, and by the fourth, I
were broug]lt inte the communion. In the spring ol'
1827, there was some speclal attention, but few adnris
sions.

Besides the admissions already adverted to, indivi
duals have been admitted at other times; so that the
whole number admitted from the beginning is 2"'0.
The present number of communiecants is 54.

The second Baptist church, consisting of 19 members,
was constituted April 25, 1788,  Gradually increasing,
#he church called Mr. Benjamin Baldwin, a native di'
Otis, to be their minister, who was ordained June 9,
1790. He died July 24, 1810, aged 52. Having been
-augeful in life, ke was greatly lamented. During his mi-
qistry there were several revivals, and about 211 edded
to the church.

Mr, Israel Keach, a native of Hoosic, N, Y., succes
sor to Elder Baldwin, was ordained June 1%, 1817y
and dismissed Feb. 23, 1824. A revival occurred du-
sing his ministry, ai:d 47 were added to the church,

Since his dismisaion, though destitute of a pastor, the
church has been favored with a revival,and 35 have
been added to their rmmber.

The whole number belenging to the church from the
b egnning, is about 238, It has ever enjoyed a gnod
degree of harmony. 'The preeent number of members
. 124,

There are in Sandisfield, 230 dwelling-houses, 5
stores, 2 poa-offices, 3 taverns, 2 grist-mitls, 8 saw-mills,
2 oil-mills, and 6 tanneries, some of them extensive.

There ore 13 district schools in town, and the town
appropriates 8600 annually for the support of schoqg

; uconsiderable sum is raised by the disiricts,
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Two public libraries have been established in town §
ene in the centre contai mng about 350 volumes, and one
at New Boston centaining nearly asmany. They have
been of about 20 years standing.

The awnual expense of supporting the poor of the
town is about GEOS and the selectmen have the over-
sight of them,

Physicians in Sandisficld.
Amos Smith, —— Holden, Cowder, Samuel

Carringion, Buckman, Morrizon,  Robert
King, Erastus Beach, Ebenezer Balch,
Lawyers.

Ephralm A. Judson, David B. Curtis, and Thomas
Twinin

Mr. }udaon waa the only son of the Rev. Mr. Judson,
ol Sheffield. He was graduated at Williams College
in 1797, and admitted to the Berkshire bar about 180,
He died March 6, 1807, aged 31.

Mr. Curtis was a native of Granville, was gradwated
at Williams College in 1801, and admitted to the bar in
1806. He died at Black Rock N. Y, during the Iate
war
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TOWN OF BECKET,
BY BEV. JOSEFH L. MILLY.

R

Trrs town lies upon the Green Monntain range, and
is hounded by Washington on the north, by Middlefield
end Chester on the east, by Otia on the south, and by
Tyringham and Lee op the west. It wasgranted 1oJo-
eeph Brigham and 59 others in-1735 3 and a lew indi-
viduels came into the town with a view of settliug in ir,
as early as 1740 ; but through fear of the Indians they *
returmed home, not, however, uniil th.e‘g,r had erected a
saw mill in the east part of the town, for which they
were rewarded by the other proprietors, The first per-
manent settlement was made in 1755, by persons whe
emigrated principally from the eastern part of Connec-
ticut, The firet sectters were of the name of Birchord,
Goss, King, Kingsley,Messenger, Wadsworth, Wait, and
Watker. All these names, with the exception of (ioss,
now remain in town. The descendants of the Wada-
worth family are numerous. Jubez Wadeworth, 1he
first pative of the town, was born sin December of the

ear in which the settlement began 3 who, after sustaip.
i]g a respectable and. christian eharscter, died in April,
- 1826. .

The town was incarporated by ite present name, June
21, 1765, and the first town meeting was held on the
15th of the succeeding month 3 at which time Nathuniel
Kingsley was chosen moderator and clerk ; Nathaniel
Kingsley, James Birchard ard Eldad Tayler were cho-
sep selectmen, James Bi;-é?rd treasurer, and Jopathan

-
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Walker constable. Of thene persons, Mr. Birchard wes
the last survivor. After a long and useful life, he died,
in the eousclation of that religion which he had many
vears prolessed, July 27, 1825, aged about 90,

It was originally intended that the town should he of
the contents of six miles square ; but owing to the ponde
included in it, (it is understood,) it was nid out a litile
larger. The chartered limits were 8 miles by 4 and
210G rods. But various aiterations have taken place
since the charter was given, and the lines of the town
are now very irregular. In 1783, that pan of the town
which lay north-cast of the west branch of Agawam or
Westhield river, was united with certain other tracts, and
formed into the present town of Middlefield, In 1798, a
traat lying between this town and Blanford,and that part
of Otia which wus then called Loudon, was annexed 1o
the town on the south.  In 1810, another smaller tract
was annexed to the town from that part of Otis which
was formerly called Bethlehem, By these alterations,
the town has grined somevwhat more than it hae lont,
and the eontents ere now about 26,000 ucres.

The surface is hilly, broken and rocky. Stones of
almost every speeies exist, but the granite prevails, fre-
quently impregnated with iron and sulphur. It is uni-
formiy found not far from the surface, and it many pla-
cer rises above it, in huge masses, and in * unblushing
nakedness.”? .

The sol is hard and cold ; very little clay or sand is
found. The natural growth of timber is that which ia
commaen in the vicinity. exeepting walbuy, chewrnur,
and white oak, A:tcmpts have been made to evltivate
these, but with little success.  The varieties of fir are
indigenous ; but when removed, a erop of beach and
maple commonly succeeds, especially on the hilla

When well cultivated the ground yields rye and cora
in moderate quantities ; wheat is * not at hume?” in
this soil. The farmer find= his principal aecount in the
eultivation of grase. Indifferent horses, fxcellent neat
cni:le and fine sheep cover the hilln.  Of course, beef,
butter, cheese, wool, and its fabrics, coustitute the prin-
¢ipal income,

The water is unifoiroly salubrious. The streams are
anany sod rapid; but as they are all patives of the

1
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“town, they are of course mmall, and scarcety supply suf-
ficicnt water for mills, 1o the west part of the town ie
a pond, called Green-water pond, which after stretching
twa miles along the Farmington river turtipike, rends
forth at the north a small smeam which ubites with 1the
Housatonic in Lee. Beyond this, on the line of T'y-
ninghain, on very elevated ground, are two connected
ponds, called Goase ponds, the nutlet of which unites
with Green-water bronk. With the same brook, the
outlet of a =small pond called Mud pond, also unites. A
mile or twe southeasterly of Green water pond, is a
small pord, which with some neighboring marshes pives
rise to Farmington river.  On'the height of ground east
of Green-water poild, is Yokum pond, thus ealled, it in
said, from an Indian who dicd there, the gutlet of which
is to the north-enst,  Further eaat is Rudd poid. whose
outlet unites with that of Yohum pnnd. and-the sfrcam
runa nonh into the Agawam. North of the Congrega-
rional church is Centré pond, two wiles long in seme
places a mile wide, and in soine very deep. The stream
from ihis flows into Azawum river, 1n the south-east
art of the town ia ancther conside able pond. called
?]orn pound, whose outlet is a tributary to the sume
gtreani,
The: nrachimery propelled by water, are 2 grist-mills,
5 saw-mi'ls, 3 earding machines, and 2 clothiers? warks,
There are 2 post-ullices in the town, and 4 licensed ta-
veris. .
With e cxeeption of two physicians, two iner-
ghants, a few mechanice, and one minister of
the gospel, the inhabisants are farmers: industrious,
frugal, plain iu manners, and independent in epirit.
Nowithsianding the severity of the winter, and the
the prevalence of high piercing winds dunng thut sea-
son, health geverally prevails; and the longevity of the
_inhabitants is helieved to be mincommon, even in New
E.glund, Fromn somewhst mure than 1000 inhabizats,
the average number of deaths is only shout 12 ir a
year,
© There ia only one public grave-yard in the tovn, and
and that is in the centre; thusgh some individ::a.e have
been buried in the egss and some io Lhe west pait o1 the
town. -
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The fathers of the town were determined to supperz
the institutions of the gospel. On the 11th of OQetober,
1753, theyinvited Mr. Ebenezer Martin, a graduate of
Yale Cotlege, to'settle with them in the ministry 5 and
on the 2th of December following the chureh was ga-
thered wnd organized. Mr. Martin was ordained Feb.
23, 1759, and contirued pastor of the church until Oct
12, 1764, when lie was drumnissed.

The first house for public worship was erected in
1762, and remained about 40 years,

The Rev. Zadock Hunn was called to the pastoral
office, Sept. 26, 1770, and ordained June 5,1771. He
wag dismiesed in Qctober, 1788, and subsequently re-
moved to the county of Ontario, N. Y., where he la-
bored faithfully and usefully among the new settlers,
who were then crowding into that region. He died at
Canandaigun, May 12, 1801, He was born in Weth-
ersfiald, {(Newington parieh) Con., and graduated at
Yale Coliege, 1766,

After the dismission of Mr. Hunn, the inhabiianta
became mare and more disunited in religious senti-
ments, until~ the members of the Congregational
ehurch and society found it impracticable to raise mo-
ney for the support of the gospel by taxation. After
great difficulty and irial, an effort was made to raise a
fund by subscription for this purpose. The subscribers
to this fund, then 60 in number, were incorporaied ag
the first Congregational Society in Becket, Feb, 17,
1798, The fund amounts to $5,565 36.

In the autumn following, it was proposed to build s

_ new house for public worship, by the sale of the pewa, .
Thie house waa raised on the 3hh of May, and dedica~
ted oo the 19th of November, 1800. 'The hell attached
1o it was a donation from Mr. David Brown, in October,
1812,

After the employment of various cavdidates, the Rev,

Joseph L., Mills, the present pastor, was ordained June

&, 1306, .
Deacons.

Tepiak Kingaley ; chosen March 8, 1759 5 died 1797,
Ebenczer Bush 5 chosen Dee, 9, 1761 ; died 1768,
Natbaniel Kingsley; chogen Ocu 14, 17725 died

- 16808
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Ebenezer Walden 5 chosen Nov. 9, 1797 5. died 1322,

Oliver Brewster; do. 1812,
-Elijah Alford; chosen Oct. 8, I807; dismissed 1811
Enos Kingsley 3 . do.

Gaijus Carter 3 chosen June 5, 1816.

At the time Dea Alford was dismissed, 10 dthers were
dismissed, and with him formed into a new church.
They remcved to Ohio, and settled a new townshipy
since called Windham.

This town has been favnured with severul seasons of
revival. Abnut the year 1776 or 7, there was a revival,
the gond eflects of which were long visible, In 1507,
more than usual attentivn was manifest among the peo-
ple, and though it was eonfiyed principally to one sec-
tion of the town, it resulied in the admission of about 20
to the Congregatinnal church. In 1815 and 16, a more
extensive and powerful work spread among the inhabis
tants: ore than 70 entertained hopes of a saving
change, In 1827 the Lord vislted the people again in
raercy, and as the fruits of it, 98 were added to the
Congregational, and a number 10 the Baptist church,
On the first of January last, the communicants in the
Cengregational church were 194,

The DBaptist charch was organized in Sept., 1764,
Their first pastor-was Elder Robert Wesbir, He was
succeeded by Elder Amns Kingsley, who was ordained
in 1810, and removed from town i 1815, The e¢hurch:
is now vacent. _

The number of membersin May last, was 50. The
present deacons are Samuel Chapman and Tunothy
Bhow.

The Baptist meeting house was built in 1315.

The district scihools in town are 9, and are commoniy
taught each nipe months in the year. They are de-
cently and cheerfully supported. and are irercasing in
respecialblity and vselulness. We have also a well se-
Tected Yibrary 1 sureessful operation,

Dr. Otiver Brewster served this town many vears as
a physician.  He wesa genteman of great exeellence,
and was very useln] not only in his profession, but as
a Chri-tian and as an officer in the church. He wassuc-
cecd:d -y his ~on, Jolny M. Brewster, who is now set-
tled as a physician in Lenox,  Charles Culver, suc-
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ceeded hitn, but has removed to-Chatham, N. Y. OQur

present physicians are Chester J. Freeland, and Vassal
White, jun.

Magistrates,
. Nathaniel Kingsley ; commissioned 1777 ;3 died 1807,
Geotge Conant; 1805;
Benjamin C. Perkinsg; 15135
Asa Baird ; do, 1824
(raius Carter, 1529;

Timothy Soow, . de
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‘TOWNK OF OTIS.

‘WY REY. JONATHAN LEE.

Tais town consists of the former town of Loudan
‘and the district of Bethiehem. Loudon was incorpora-
tedin 1773. Previously it was called Tyringham Equis
valent, because mast of it was granted to the proprietors
of Tyringham, to compensate them for certain losses
which they sustained. 1t was bounded hy Becket on
the north, by Blanford on the enst, by West Granville
glow Tulland] on the south, and by Sandisfield and

ethlehem on the West. . It was of an irreguiar, ob-
long shape, being greater in Breadth at the north than
at the south end. It was upon an average seven miles
in length from north to seuth, and about three in breadth,
from eastto west. 'The contents were formerly estinia-
ted at 13,000 acres, of which 2044 were ponds.

Be:hlehtm was incorporated in 1789,  This was ori-
givally called the North Eleven Thousand Acres, with
reference to Southfield, whieh was called the Somth
Eleven Thousand Acres. Bath these tracts, with the
erception, perhaps, of a few individual granzs, lielonged
to the four towns of Tyringham, New Marlborough,
Sandisfield, and Becket Bethichem was four miles
square, bounded on the nevth hy Becket, on the east
by Loudon, on the south 5y Sandisficld, and on the
weel by Tyringham. It was three miles Jeas in extent
than Liouden, from north to south ; and as Sandisfield
extended us far east as Bethlehem, the north-+ast cor
ner of Sandistield is but one half :m ie-pouth of the cem
s of the present town of Otim
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The general aspect of the town is uneven and broken.
The ground rises into hille on each side of the Farming-
ton river, east and west  [tabounds with granite rock,
which renders tillage difficuit and expensive. The
land, however. by being cleared of stonew, and suimbly
manured, yields goed crops of potatoes, oats, Indian
corn, summer wheat and rye. Winter wheat is not
raised, and winter rye is coltivated only upen aewly
cleared land. The corn best adapted to the soil, on ae~
count of its ripening early, and heing less liable to be
injured by frost, ia & smaller species than that which is
cultivated in warmer soils. 'Fhe land usuvally affords
guod pasturage, and js best suited to dairying and to the
raising of cattle and of sheep ; to which cbjects it is
principally devoted. The inhabitants purchase most of
their bresd 8 188 abroad. A considerable ponion of
the mowing land yields a moderate crop of hay ; in
cnnsequence of which the number of acres mown is
large. By providing and preparing a sufficiency of
manure, (armers might make great improvement in this
respect. :

Orchards are sufficiently numerous and productive,
usually to afford a supplv of cider for the inhabitants,
and oiten a surplus. When due attemtion is heatow-
ed upon the culiivation of apples, some of the finest
-sp-cies and of an excellent quality are produced.

The forest land is considerably extensive, consisting
principally of beach, birch, hard and soft maple, ash,
and hemiock. Farmers generally make a sufficiency
of maple augar for their consumption, and*some for
sale. Pine, which in the settlement of the tewn was
abundant, has now become scarce, and the same iw
true of white ash, which has been greatly used in the
manufacture of wooden ware. 'The lumber business,
formerly pursued to a large extent, has much dimi-
-pished.

Farmington river, passing through the town from
north te south, is the largest stream in Otis. Itrises in
Becket, and is formed by the union of #wo streams in
the north part of the town. In its course it furnishes
-several mill-seats. There are four saw mills, two clo-
thiers’ works, apd a grist-mill and carding machine.
Jbuilt upon {t, near the Harford and Agbany turnpike
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This ternpike, which follows the eourse of Farmington
Jriver, is a stage road from Piustield to Hlartford and 1he
principal road of travel through the town. The roads
east and weat, though much betier made than formerly,
are in an inferior sate of improvement.

The chain of ponds in the eastern section of the town,
is connected by a considerable stream, which after leav-
ing the last pond, falls down a precipice, probably sixty
or seventy feet, aud almest perpendicular, forming a
considerable catarnec The stream, which paeses off
through a deep defile into Farmington river, aflordn ex-
celtent seats for mills and manufacturing eatablishments,
at a convenient distance from the Hartfurd turnpike.
‘The name of this stream is Fall river, and it onites with
Farmington river in the southern part of the Loudon
eection of the town. Great pond, the firstin the chain,
is a beantiful expanse of water, in the north-castern
part of the town, embosoming a considerable island,
called Ram island, and another one of amaller size:
The stream' passes {rom this 1o Rand poud, on which
is built a grist-mil}, an oil-mill, and a saw-mill. Rand
pond may be a half mile in breadih and two miles in
length, extendiug into the edge of Tolland, und then
bending o the north : from this, Fall river lows. Pa-
rish pond lies half a mile west of Great pond, and al-
forde a etnall stream, running separately 1o Farmington
river ; and upon this stream a saw-mill is built.  There
i¢ still another pond, called Larkeom pond, perhaps a
mife west of Rand pond, and north of Fall river, sur-
rounded by abrupt hills, except at the south end, from
which u stream of water passes into Fall river. Rand
Eond is seventy-eix feet lower than Ureat pond, and

arkeom pond probably two hundred feet lower than
Raud pond. A stream from the ‘eart, upon which two
saw-mills stand, enters Farnniugton river, hall a mile
aouth uof the meeting-house, in the centre of the town.

Ward brook, from the west, upon which a saw-miil
atands, enters Farmiogion river, about three-fourths of
a mile below the meeting-house.

The land throughout the town is well supplied with
streawns and springs of water ; the water of the wells s
usually very pure, and ra;;;ly fails. Droughts are not
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30 severe in their effects upon vegewation in this town,
48 in soils composed more of sand and gravel,

fron ore has been dug in one place, but so hear to
marshy ground and a stream of water, that the design
of raising it has been abandoned. .

At the distance.of about hal{ a mile west of the centre
of the town, is a rock with an opening or cavity in it,
near the surface of the ground, where crystals of quartz
and iron pyrites have heen found. In'the early setile-
ment of Bethlehem, Daniel SBumner, while hunting for
deer near this rock, (asie reported,) heard a sudden
lou! explosion, which greatly surprised and alarmed
hiin, Curiosity leading him to examine from what
source it proceeded, he found an unusual appearance of
the rock, which was discolored, where a fissure had
bcen made, from which he inferred that the sound had
proceeded from that place. It was probably produced
by the combustion of hydrogen gas,

At what time the settlement commenced in Loudon is
not known.: It was probably as early as hetween 1750
and 60. Some of the earliest inhabirants, whose names
can be ascertained. were David Kibbe, Steplien Kibbe,
Isanc Kibbe, Dan Gregory, Larkeom, Jeremy
Stow, Eldad Bower, Ephraim Pelton, George Troop,
Ebenezer Trumbuli, Jacob Cook, Timothnghitney,
Jonathan Norton, and Sinith Marey,

The Kibbes and Larkeom were from Enfield, Con. ;
E. Pelton from Granville 3 T. Whimey frnm Peters-
ham, Mass.; J. Norton from Suffield, Con. ; and 8;
Marcy from Woodstack, Con.

The vote to build the first school-house was passed in
1774. Tlhe oldest burying ground in Loudon is in the
south-eastern section of the town, and the grave-stone,
bearing the earliest date, is dated 1774, though doubt-
less severaf persons had been interred there years be-
fore.

The oldest road in the town was one rouning from
Bianford, through the south part of Loudon, past the
old burying ground, and passing thruugh the north part
of Sandisfield, tbrough Tyringham to Great Barring-
ton. 'This wascalled the great road [rom Boston to Al-

bany.
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The town of Loudon must have been settled slowly;
for in the year 1731 the town was classed to raise three
soldiers for the American army, and the names of those
from whom they were to be taken, ate given, and are
only forty-seven in number.

Bethlehem began to be settled several years after
Loudon. The proprietors being non-residents, either
gave farne o certain individuals, to promote eettlemeuts
in the place, or else sold their lands, at first, at a low
price, [ur the same reason,

The names of some of the first settlers were Thomas
Ward, Daniel Sumner, Phineas MKiogsbury, John'
Plumbe, Adonijah Jones, Ebenezer Jones, Miles Jones,
James Breakenridge, John Spear. and Robert Hunter.
- ‘T'he Joneses came from Palmer, Mass,, as did J. Break-
enridge and J. Spear. The Joneses, however, origina-
ted in Hebron, (Andover Society,) Con. The subse-
quent inhabitants who moved into the district, came
principatly from Connecticut

It June, 1809, the district of Bethlchem was unjted
with the town of Lioudon, the town stili bearing the name
of Loudon. Ata town meeting, holden in May, 1810, it
was proposed 1o have the name of the town altered, and
called Mountville, or by some other name, at the dis-
cretion of P, Larkeom, Esq., then representartive at the
General Court j and in June he obtained for it the name
of Otis, in honor of the Speaker of the House of Re-
presentatives, the Hon. Harrizon G, Qtis, of Boston.

It appears in the early records of the town of Loudon,
that money was usually votéd each year to hire preach-
ing, and votes were passed (rom time to time to hold
puhlic worship, at some specified dwelling-house, or at
a school-house. )

_ About Y772, before the town was incorporated, a per-
son came into it by the name of (resrge Troop, pre«
tending to be a candidate for the ministry, whom the
iuhabitants employed aeveral yeais; though it appeasr-
ed finalty that he had no license tu preach. Ona cer«
tain occasion, some of his hearers undertook to ordain
him, aud then he on his part undertook to form them in-
to a churcl. When he had done that, he lead them to
the choice of deacons. At length both the church and
people lost their confidence in him. An ecclesiastica}
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eouncil, convened in the early part of 1775, decided,
that he had no authority to preach, or to organize a
ehnrch, and hat his church was not a regular ehurch of
Cheist.  In 1776, Mi. Troop had an opportunity 10 go
into the army of the United States; and a vote of the
town, passed on the 28th of August in that year, shows
the (eelings which the inhabitants then entertained con-
cerring Ihim: ** Whereas the Assembly asnigned Mr.
Troaop (o preach in this town for ve years, in conside-
ratior of & grant of land to hiw, for sctilenent, and tke
term is not and will not be expired until April next,
'yet by reason uf some dizquietndes, which render his
labours among us not so sersiceable 3 and he being in-
vited i the comon cause 3 where pessihly he might
b more serviceabie s by the eousent of those who hold
th: muelves the chureh, we us the town vere a discharge
and disiission, as (ul!ly and freely deglaring ourselves as
Tully satistied, as if’ he had staid and preached out the
fullterm of the said five years’™ A~ for the land men-
tioned in this vate, it is snid My, Troop never civained
a title tv i, He weot into the aimy, with the view of
officiating ax a chaplainj and his church separated and
was dissuived.

Betore thes time, however, a commitiee of the town
employed a Mr, Weoodbridge asa candidaie,

Un the 2d of Febraary, 1779, a regular chuech was
formed, consistivg of 7 mewbers, 4 males and 3 fe-
males.

~After this, money was raized hy the town, from time
to fima, to hire preaching, and some unsuccessful at-
tempts were made to scttle a miniswer. Neighbouring
pastors also occasionally gave their labours, administer-
ed the ordinances, and #dinitted members to the churcin
I 1805, a candidate by the namne of Roger Adams nas -
emplayed, and a couniderable revival iook place under
his preuaching, as the fruits of which, thirty-twe mem-
bers were added to' the ehurch in that year. The whole
nwober of memhers admitted to this chureh from its or-
ganization upto June 3, 1810, when Bethlehem church
was united with it is 101,

The Bethiehem church was orgaoized Sept. 14, 1795,
of B inembers, 5 males and 3 lemales. The inhabi-
Tnts of the district usually raised asmall sum anoually
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to hire preaching ; and neighbouring pastors, here as
well as m Loudon, cccasionally petformed labours of
love. Small accessions werc made to the ehurch from
time to time. ‘The number received from its organiza-
tion (so far as the records show) up to the time of the
union, was 33.

With respect to this union, it may e proper to say,
thar at a conference of these churches, holden on the
5th day of June, 1810, it was mutually agreed, and vo-
ted by the members, to become one church—to considey
all the members of each church, as members of the uni-
ted church, and to embrace for their coufession and co-
venant, the same that were adopted by the chureh of
Loudon, Bept. 24th, 1801, _

No house of public worship was ever completed in
Loudon.  Different attempts, however, were made for
the purpose. There was a proposition to obtain agsiate
ance from inhabitants of Blanford, by getting a part of
that town annexed to Loudon. This failing, a place
deemed central for the town was fixed upon for a house
ol worship, ard a vote pasgsed to build, and to raise
S1000 (or the purpose. D at a subsequent ineeting,
it was voted not to empower the constable to collect the
money, and the measure failed. This took place in
1806. Boon alter, a Uniad Congregational Society, of
inhabitants of Loudon and Bethlenem, was formed and
incorporated, who engaged in building a meeting-hiouse,;
which should be central to the town and district. ‘In
consequence of this, the inhabitants in the southen secs
tion of Lioudon, nnited with sundry inhabitants of Blan-
ford in bnilding a house of worship, by sdbecription ;
the house being intended to be free for different dence ~
tninations. ‘The house was raised, and partly {fiuished,
when in the course of 1803, it was burnt, as is supposed,
by the hand of an incendiary.

The United Society of the town of Liouden and die-
trict of Bethlehem, agreed upon the place for building,
and procured timber for a house of worship, before the
univn of the town and districtin 1809.  When this had
taken place, the town appointed a committee to fix upon -
A place, and reporta plan for building. They reported
in favour of the same place which had been before cho-
aen by the society, and prt%f;sed that the house shonld
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be built by subseviption. This course was pursued, and
the present house having been finished, was dedicated
in the autumn of 1813, [t was thus about thirty-nine
years after the incorporation of Loudor, and about
twenty-four after the incorporation of Bethiehem., that
the first house of worship for a Congregational church
and society was finished and setapart for the service of
Jehovah, It was an event which was accordingly hailed

with the liveliest gratitude by the friends of Zinn. '

Afier the dedication, the church received assistance
from the members of the Berkshire Association. For
a term of time, they had the services of the Rev. Aaron
Kinne, and of some other clergymen. In Nov. 1814,
the Rev. Jonathan Lee, the present pastor. complied
with an invitation to preach in the place, and he was oy-
dained June 28, 1815. .

Tawards the close of 1815, and in the early part of
1816, there was a »mall revival, as the fruits of which
about 20 were added to the church. In March, 1827,
an extensive and powerful revival commenced, which
continued with interest uniil the beginning of Septem-
ber,  Axs the fruits, 65 were added to the ehurch ; of
whom 33 at the time of admission were Leads ol fami-
lies.

The number admitied 10 thia church since the union
is 147, 137 of whom have been admitted by the present
pastor. The nwnber admitted to this, and to the two
ehurches from which it was formed, is 281,

The number belonging to the church on the 1st of
Janugry last, is 130.

. Deacons.

Jonathan Norton s chnsen .

Samuel Raldwiny  do. Jan, 6,1808; méved from
town in 1810,

Benjamin Barker ; do,

Seth P. Kingsley ; s moved from town,
John 8pear ;3 chosen in 1927,

Eber Jones 3 do. do.

The Congregational church and society have both
-Been weakened by emigrations.  The facilities for ac-
quiring lands in New Counneeticut, by exchange of
farme, and the advairages of 2 more tuxuriant soil, in-
duec muny farmers, instead of making improvemenw
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an their neglected acres, to leave the place of their fa-
thers? toils, and to bid farewel to their sepulchres, for
the regiona of the west, The population of the town
was about the same in 1810 and 1820, not varying far
from 1000 souls,

Wheu the Shays insurrection broke out in 1786, a
number of the parishioners of the Re-. Mr. Storrs, of
Bandisfield, living in the north part of that town. be-
.came alienated (rom him, on account of his opposition
to the party of Shays, and withdrew frem his ministry,
They profeased themselves Baptiste, and united with
gome inhabitants in the western part of Bethichem. in
fuorming a Baptist church.  They built a house for*wor-
ship, which stands in the south-western corner of thia
towr.

In the south-eastern part of Otis, near Blanford, a
house for worship was erected by subscription in 1815
and 16, by inhahitants of these two towns though it in
not completed. A Methodist Epincopal society wae als
terwards formed and incorporated, consisting of a part
of the proprietore.  They have occasionally employed

preschers,  The number of Methodist communicants |

1533,

Un the first of January, 13928, an Episcopal society
was {ormed in the centre of the town, The Episcopal
qomsmunicants are 9, '

) Physicians

Eliphatet Colt, Edmund Bancroft, White G. Spen.
eer. Adonijah White, Watson Swinner, Charles H. Lit-
tle, Eber West, and Warkam L. Fitch.

Magistrates. '

Timothy Whitney, Adonijah Jones, Paul Larkeom,
Sanuc] Picket, Liester Filley, who is algo a practising
attorney, and Bavil Seymoun '
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TOWN OF RICHMOND;

BY REY, EDWIN W, DWIGHT.

Turs township was first purchased of two chiefs or sa-
cheme of the Stockbridge tribe of Iudiaus, about the
yvear 1763, The naines of the chiefs were Ephreim and
Yokun.

It appears that by a resoive of the General Court,
pessed Feb. 17th, of that year, the puechase was con.
firmed to the several proprietors, on condition of their
Paying a stipulated sum of money tu the Indians, and
performing certain ** seftling dufies’” ; which dutics
were, that the purchasers should, in the space of five
years from the time of passing the resolve, have fifty
seuders residing within the Timits of Mount Ephraim
and Yokuntown, {now Richmond and Lenox,) who
should each have a dwelling-house of certain dimensioos
and seven acres of kaod, well cleared, fenced and tilled ;
and that they should have settled among them, within
the time EFECiﬂed' a learned Protestant minister of the

ospel. The purchase was made nuder the agency of
%amuel Beown, Jr. Esquire, of Stockbridge.

It was bounded as foliows: On the west by the pro-
vince line of Massachusetts, separating it from the
8iate of New York; north by Pittsfield, and the pro-
vice-lands, now ealled Hancock; east by the Housa-
tonic river; and south by Brockbridge and publie
ministevial grante  These boundaries included the pre-
sent townships of Richmond and Lenox. The consj
deration for the purchase was the sum of £1700.
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After the purchasers had obtained a grant from the
Legislaturc confirming their purchase, they funnd them-
selves in an embarrassed situation, in regard to bring-
ing forward their setilemncnt,

Tley were not empowercd to levy and collect 1axes
on thet lands, either foc the purpose of buildiug a house
for public worship, setling a mmister, ov tnaking and
repaivivg vouds. But at the session of the General
Coust i Jurwary, 176, they elrained an act authori--
zing -het o levy wind ewlleer 1ux:s for these purposes,

Afrer haviug their powgrs ealarged, they called their.
first meeting onthe 13k day of Aol of the sume year,
at the house ot Jobn Chamberiain in Mount B hraim,
At thiz meeting, T'imothy Woudbridge, Esq.. ot Siock-
bi.dge, wae chosen mudeeitor, and Sumoel Brown, Jr
E-~y.y was chosen elerk, nnd sworn,  Sapmel Biriown,
E-~q.. of 3tachbridge, Capt, Charlex Goodiich, o Pists-
field. Capr. Thomas Nortdh snd Micalh Mudee, of Mt
E;hraim, and Alr. Faeeh Bacon, of Yokuntewn, were
chozer o comimitiee o tav ou!, atd ake awd .cpair
highwaya within the brunds of caid purchase,  Eiijah
Witlispa, E-q. of West Suoekbridge, was chosen ten-
sucer, and swore Aster thus vrgumizing lieir medting,
they wade a grant nf £25, to be assessed on the rizhie
of the proprictors, for the pirpose of hiving preacking,
and appointed a conunittee 10 procace a preacher,

On the 25th of May following, another meeting of
the proprietors was called, t see if they wauld Suree o
build a meeting-house in M Ephraim ard unoiber in
Yoakuniown ;3 at which time they agreed ro baild one in
each part of the township. of the {:llowing dunensiois,
viz. 45 feet in length and 35 in breadih.

Ty also granted a tax of twenty 2hitlings on each
hundred acres uf jand, tr defray 1he expense of haild-
ing said honses; and ordered the maney to be paid in-
to the trearury in eight monthe,

The proprietors alsn proceeded to chonse a conunirtee
to snperiniend the eceetion of both houses.  The com-
mittee for Mt. Ephraima were, Mesars. dnhn Sosson,
Johan Chamberlain, Jchabod Wood, Etijah Brewn, and
Thomas North. The committes for Yokuntown were,
M--secs. Stephen Nash, Jaob Bacon. Churles Good.
rich, Solomon Gleazen, and Janes Richards,
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On June 20th, 1765, the township was by the Legis-
lnture incorporated under the name of Richmond, (afier
the Duke of Richmond) ** with ail the powers, privite-
ges, and Sumonities, which towns in this Governinent
have, and do eujoy.”

Lu the year 1766, a great part of the roads in the
town were laid out aud opened. They were laid out
with great regularity, and in an unusual number § inter-
scctiug each other at right augles, and rumning nearly
east and west, north and south. The meeting-houses
-were now advancing ; werc occupied ;3 uud more mo-
ney was granted to procure preaching.

In the year 1967, (Feb. 26) this town was divided
by an act of the Legislature, and the easterly part was
called Eenox 3 which was the family name of the
Duke of Richimond.

At the division of the town, 1HK) acres of land of the
Yokun purchase were annexed tu the Mw Ephraim
purchase, in order that the dividieg line between the
two towns inight be on the mountain which separates
them, This line is now a very irregular one.

Frum this time, rhe two towns have enjoyed their se-
paraze intercais and privileges,

Alter this division, Richmond was reduced to about
four miles square, and is now bounded ans follows:
North by Hancock and Pittsfield; east hy Lenox;
south by Stockbridge and West Stockbridge 3 and west
by the Btate of New York, The east and west lines
are on mountaims, ranging about morth, 20 deg. east,

The tract of country between the mountains is a plea~
sant and fertile valley, averaging about three miles in
width, enclosed by hills on the east and west, command-
ing delightful prospects. This tract of land heing al-
muost exclusively fit for coltivation, was soon cleared of
its enorinous load of timber, and converted into delight-
ful and prodoctive fields,

. Wheat was preduced in abundance, yielding often
from thirty to forty bushels to the acre. Indian corn,
oats, flax, barley, &c., yielded luxuriant crops. Rye
is now cultivated in general instead of whent, though
the laiter is still raised in some cases with good auccess.

The soil of Richuend has a large mixture of clay and

gravel. Iu some parts of the town, clay is found iu sach
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sbundance as to admit of brick being furnisked in suf-
ficient quantities, it is supposed, for all the purposcs of
building, and other uses to which brick are generally
applied. Brick has been made for many years, thoegh
not in large quantities.

There are in the easterly part of the town, quarries

“of exceilent limestone, from which {ime has heen {ur-
nished (or the supply of ilie inhebitants § and to a con-
siderable extent, of other towns in the vicinity, and for
transportation to distant markets,

Beds of iron ore are found in the south part of the
town, yielding ore of an excellent quality, which have
been improved to good advantuge for more than half a
century. A new bed has recently been discovered in
the east part of the town, which it is thaught will prove
very productive. The ore (rom the heds already wrought
has been generally carried io the furnaces at Lenox =nd
Lee. A furnace is now conteinplated, and will proba-
bly soon be erectedl, on a stream in the south-west part
of this wwn, by Messra. Coftin & Holley, of Salis-
hury, Con. ; by whom a site has been purchased, which
has been occupied as a mill-seat by Capt. Ruseell
Griffin.

Marble, of a superior gqnality for building, though
not susceptible of the highest polish, is likewise found
in abundance.

Fruit trees, such as apples, pears, cherries, quinces,
and plems, flourish in this tewn.

Theare is a kiud of yellow clay, found on the farms of
John and Zebulon Bacon, which has heen improved for
crucibles for the use of silversmiths, to good purpose,
and may be fourid adapted to more important useu, -

There are no large streams in the town, But two or™
three streams rise within the limits ol the town, of such
a eize that useful mills have heen erected upon them.
At present there are two grist-mills, three saw-mills,
two' fulling-mills, two carding-machines, and a woollen
factory of eonsiderable importance, This (actery has
recently been erected by an individoal, on a small
stream, promising bata doubifud supply of water. But
by care in the construction of the dam, and more espe-
¢1atly by introducing a water-wheei of unusual size,.
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pawer is (urnished sufficient for the operation of exfeil-
sive machinery.

A large and profitable tanuery has for a long course
of years, until January, 1826, been conducted here by
Capt. Nathan Pierson, Siuce his death, in that vear,
it haa been discontinued. There are two other tanne-
ries, in which considerable business ia now done.

This township is best adapted to agriculture 3 and ie
this the inhabitants are almest universally employed,
As a farming township, it possesses, in rather an uno-
sual degree, both beauty and fertility. An intelligent
gentieman, who had spent many years in {oreign coun-
triss, after passing through this town, and viewimg the
valley from a hill on the west, ohserved, thatin netural
scenery it excelled the view from the famous Rickmond
Hill in England. .

Should public improvements be such us {o furniak (-
cilities for the transportation of produce [rom inland
towns to distant markets, it is believed that few towaa
in the State would be likely to be rendered more beau-
tiful and productive than this. :

-~ The kinds of tizther which prevail here, as in this vi-
cinity generally, are maple, beech, birch, {black and
white,) chesnut, ash, oak,h]ihine, &c. Maple may be
eonsidered as nboanding. any farmers obtain nearly
their whole supply of sugar from this tree.

The settlement of this town commenced in 1760, In

- the summer of that year, Capt. Micah Mudge moved
his fawily 1o thie place, and settled in the south part of
the town, near the north line of Btockbridge. T'his was
the firat white fanily sedled here. ¥1'zubeth Mudge
was the first white child born in the town.

Some time in the course of the following autumn, Me,
Ichabod Wood moved his famity to this town, and set-
ted on a farm upon whieh the Congregational meeting-
heuse now stands. Mr. Woud, it is believed, removed
from Rehobath in this State. These two families re-
mained alone in the wilderness, througi:s a long and
gloomy winter. Situated as they were, about three
mites apart, they did not see each other (aa rradition
relates) for severa) months.

& In the summer of {761, several (amilies moved to
this place, viz. Elijah and lsuac Brown, Johg Claurx
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bertain, Bavid Pixley, Joseph Patterson, and Daniel,
"Trmothy, and Aaron Howlev, who generally settied in
the south and west parts of the town. In 1762, Joseph
and Paul Raymond, ard John and Daniel Slosson, he
iwo latter from Kent, Con,, moved in, and some ethers.
From this time, the sertlement advanced rapidly, until
every part of the town was inhabited.*

In £763 and 1764, the [amilies of Prince and Jona-
than West, from To!land, Con., and Jacob Redingron,
from Tolland, Stephen Benton, from Balishury, ard
John Higby, from Capaan, and ir 1765, John Bacon,
whe was also [roin Canaan, setiled bere.  From this pe~
riod vnti} the year 1774 o7 1775, the following persons
became settlers {those which are first named, came
here in the early part of this period,) viz. David Ros-
weter, (rom Guoilford, Nathau Pierson, from Long lIsl-
i, Simeon and Eijah Trcy, froin Preston, Exekiel
Ol:mnsted, (rom Norwalk, Ehenezer and Ephraitn Welch
from Norwich, Eliphalet Redington, from Tollund, 5i-
las and Aaron Parmelee, from Guilford. Edward Ro-
binson and Smmnuel Fiwch, (rom Stonington, Vine
Branch, from DPreston, 8amoe! Comstock Betts, from
Wilton, David and Parker Btevens, and John Nichols,
from Narth Kitlingworth, Benjamin Reeve, from Litch-
field, Abel Harrison, from Litchfield 8, F., Samuel
Hacktey. from Norwich, Benjamin Pierson, frnm Long
Istand, Benjamin Merriman, from Noyth Guiltord,
Wiliiatn and John Lk, from Newington, Jamesl‘md
frotn Nurwich, [sanc Tilden, Con., Juﬁeph and Samuel
Cogswell, from Soeathington, Daniel Hatch, (toin Leba-
non, Con., Alexander Gaston, from Salishury, Amos
ad Danie! Ratbhun, fromn Stoningroo, Johu aud DBavid
Williams, from East Haddam, Thomas Scott and Da-
nicl Hand, from “Long 1sland, Ahner Wist, from Tol-
land. Isnee Cook, from Goshen, John Dudiey, from
Guilford.

Thv charch was formed in Richimond abeut the year
1765. In that year, the Rev. Job Bwift, afterwards the
minister of Bcnmnnwu, was settled as theie pastos

* The names of Parlv settlers, and accurate dates, it has been
difficult to aseertain, in cenceguence of the earliest 'Io\m Hecords
having beeru destro}t 4 ip ihe burning «f the house of Mr. Joha
Flosson, the Town Clerk, about the yest 1775
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Mr. Swilt was an able and faithful minister of the gos-
pel.  The following is an extract from the obituary no-
tice of this excellent man :

« Mr. 3wift wae born at Sandwich, Masa,, on the 171th
day of June, 1943. While he was very young, his fa-
ther removed to Kent, in Connecticut. He became a
membher of Yale College, in 1761. His miud, at col-
lege, became deeply impressed with the subject of reli-
gion, while studying the writings of President Edwarda
He was graduated in 1765, t. Bwift was endowed by
nature with sech distinguished talents, as would have
enabled him to appenr with the highest reputation in
any profession. From motives of duty, he chose the.
ministry ; and wes assisted in his preparatory studies
by the Rev. Dr. Bellamy, of whom he ever afterwarda
retained a prefound esteem,

He was licle more than twenty-two years of age,
when he became a preacher of the gospel.  In 1767, he
was ordained over the church and people in Richmond,
Mass., where he laboured about seven years. His
prospects of usefulness in this place were for a time fa-
vorable. S

That he might more readily lead the minds of s
people to a proper understanding of the Christian doc-
trines, he lent his aid in favour of religious conferences,
in which questions on doctrinal subjects were freely dis-
cussed. qu bis unweeried c¢xertions, 8 great part of
his people in a short time became well indoctrinated,
and aome few of them the hopeful subjects of gospel
grace. Dut the scene was soon changed, and he had
to encounter those afflictive difficulties which so often
fall to the lot of the faithful ministers of Christ.. The
difficulties arose solely from his strict and conscientious
adherence to what he judged divine triwh.

Having set himself for the defence of the gospel of
Christ, he could not be persuaded to accommodate him-
-eell to the feelings of thome who opposed it in ita true
form. This served but to increase their dissatiefaction,
end they at length declared themselves irreconciteable §
and he was soon dismissed from his pastoral charge.””*
This tosk place in the year 1774

* Swilt’s Life and Sermons. -
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ATter hisdismiesion from Richmond, Mr. Swift preacir
ed in various places for several years, until hie was call.
ed to settle in Bennirgton, Yermont, where he conti-
nued about sixteen years,

It was while at this place, it is belicved, that he re-

-ceived the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Williams
College, and became a member of its corporation.

From Bennington, Dr. 8wift removed to Addison, a
town which had long been in a divided and unhappy
state, But soon after his residence among thein, their
moral and religious character was greatly changed. A
church was forned, whicli soon consisted of a respecta-
able number. Every thing began to wear a promising
appearance, when Dr, Bwift, in the ahundance of his
apostolic zeal, undertook, at his own expense, with the
consent of his people, a mission into the northern part
of the Srate, mile on that service, he died, at Enos-
burgh, on tbe 2hhh of Ocober, 18}, having passed his
80th year.

From this last act of his life, in cornexion with hig
previous activity and usefulness as a minister of Christ,
he received the appeilation of + the apostle of Ver-
mont” -~ His zeal for the promotion of the RHedeem-
er's kingdﬁm wag ardent and constant, and in the deuth
of no other man could the churches of Vermont have
sustainéd, in human estimation. a greater loss.”’*

President Dwight says, ‘ Doctor Swift was one of
the best and most ueeful men whem I ever knew, He
possessed an understanding naturally vigorous, respect-
able lcaming, sound theological opinions, eminent pru-
dence, and distinguished zeal, commbioed in the bappiest
manner with moderation, benevolence and piety. Good
men loved him and delighted in his society ; and the
worst men acknowledged his worth. To the churches
and ministers of Venmont, he was a patriarch: and
wherever he was known, he is remembered with the

- highest veneration.*+ ' :

After the death of D=, Swift, 2 volume of his sermong

was published in duodecimo, in 1805

* Allen’s Biographica! Dictionary.
1 Dwight’s Travels, vol. ii. p. 443,
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But as the author was nat i the habit of fully writing
his sermons. they were published in an imperfece state.
They exhibit, hawever, marks of a vigoro:s avd dis-
eriminating mind. ard of a leart devnted to 1he glery
of God and the goort of mem.

Aficr the removal of Mr. Swifi from Richmond, the
fown was abont ten years destirute of a settled minister 3
but for the greater parr of this thime it was provided
with the preaching of the gospel. Among those who
preached with acceprance and apparent suceess during
this pertod, were Rev. Abrabam Canmgp, from Norfolk,
Elisha Parmelee, from tioshen, ard Jacoh Woud,

In the early part of the year 1934, application was
made to the Rev. David Pesry, (who had recently been
dismissed from Horwinian in Connectient) to preach
in thix place,  With tiris request he complied. ard waw
installed on the 25th of August following.  Immediate-
1y slier the seutement.of Mr. Perry, the conrroversice.
that had exist-d, seemed to arhside.  Theipeople were
happy in ‘he r pastor, and he o them; and for ahous
thirty yeass he continued withs them, an active, labaris
ous, and successful minister.

Beveral revivala of religion took place in, connexiomr
wish hia faithful labours, and considevaBle addrions
were frequently wade to the church. The largest add
tious, within o shiort period, weve in the yvears 1804 and,
1309, In the tirst instance, betwecn twenty aud thiviy
woere received. and in tbe last abent forty.  The whole
numbee adwi ted under his ministry was about 186
the whole number baptized, 337

AL Perry was di-miss: d an the Tet day of January,
181G.  Hi- healik had for reverul years been declining g
and v rder the intivaities of age, and a severe locul dis-
ease.® he had bheen wnable w preach, but irrecutariy,
for twa years or ore before his di=mission,  lie died
en the Tth day of Jure, 1817, az-d 7L,

The veligions elavacter of M Perry was such as to
Burnish a hright examgle to every gospel winisiir. Ie
wis eminsent for his exirossiors and daily exhibitions of
piaty, and =iy dirvatod aid rai‘hind as' a nntister
of Ohrist.  [n ons of the just days ef hia lite, in the

* The essafication of an arcery.
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midst of severe pains ard almost {ving sagonies, he call-
ed hix children ard grand chiidren wreone s Lod, 30 d
putting lus hand upon the head of eachl of thew sucevss
sively, oflered a shoet and comprehensive praver fot
-each cemuiending them all to the God of Jacob. Is-
rael’s God has not forgotten to be ‘gracious to lus de-
prendanre

Aflter the dimmission of Mr. Perry, this people re
mained destptote of a settled minister three vears, In
thi= time they were favoured with the preaching of sev-
eral individnats, whose labours, in some instances, were

reatly blessed to the couversion of soula.  In the year
1818, under the preaching of Mr. Anson 8, Arwoed,
who was afierwards sertled at Mausficld. Con. the
ehuich enjoyed a seasan of peculiar refreshing from
she presence of the Lord,

" The preseut pasior of the church, BRev. Edwin W,
Dwight, was ordained Jan. 13, 1819,

Since his settlement, besides uther instances of more
than usual aitention to the subject of religion, the chiercl
has been blessed with two general revivals. A- ihe
fruiz of these, principally, aud iu part of the previons
revival, une hundred and twenty-pine have been added
to the chnrch. The church now consisty of ebout 200
members,

The tirst of the two revivals alluded to, commernced
in March, 1820, and continued thraugh the spring and
the principal part of the suumer. The secoud com-
menced in the fall of 1926, and contiswed through the
succecding winter and spring.  In premoting this, the
faithiul fabours of My. Solomon J. Tracy, a ca: didate
for the ministry, who had recently completed bis theo-
logieal studies at A.dover, were grateluily ackrowledg-
ed by the pastor and people, and appear io have been
greaily blessed by the Head of the Ch:reh.

The presenr Congregntional meeting huuse in this
town was builtin the years 1794 and 1995. It isa large
and weil construcied house, and is furnished with an ex-

~ seltent beil. s dimensions are 65 feet by 50, with a
porch or projection ol B feet by 27, The cost of the
house was aboui $HH0D,

The Methodis society have a near and convenient
house ol worship, ei amalle;rze, whigh was built ig

L]

3926.
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There is no other house of worship, and no society
ol any other denomination. There are two fhmilies of
Baptisis, and two or three individuals in additon, con-
nectxd with the Baptist church. '

The rise of the Methodist denomination, it is believ-
ed, was about the year 1786 or 17587,

The following i3 -a list of deacons in the Congregas
#ional church :

Silas Parmelee ; elected about 1767 ; died Sept. 8,
1776! agt'd 50.

Ja.nes Gates, Esq. ; do. Feb.21, 1785 ; died Jan. 4,
1805. aged 84, '

John Hall; elected Feb. 21, 1735; removed to Sul-
fiver, N. Y.

Wiiliam Osborn; removed to Lisle, N. Y.

John Gaswon 3 elected Feb. 24, 1802,

Noah Rossiter, Esq. 3 elected July 2, 1807 ; resign~
ed 1821, : . -

Ehenezer Hotchkin ; do. do.

Zcbulon Bacony elected Occ 1821,

Bemuel Bartlett; do. June 11, 16827

Justices of the Peace
Deacon James Gates; died Jan. 4, 1805, aged 84.
Gen, David Rossiter,; died March 8, 1811, aged 75.
Hou. Nashaniel Bishop; died Feb, 1, 1826, aged 75.
William Lusk ; removed to Canaan, N. Y.
Z.echariah Pierson ; died Nov. 15, 1827, aged 77.
Drt. Hugo Burghardt; died Oce. 18, 18922, aged 53
Noah Rossiter.
A. Ford; 1emoved to Berkshire, N, Y,
John Bacen.
Wm. 8. Leadbetter.

Several men in this town have been distinguished fok
#eir public services, who may here be noticed.

James (ates, Esy, removed {rom Ezet Haddam,
Con,, about the year 1771 or 1772.

He had held the office of deacon in the church at
East Haddam, from the year 1762 umil his removaly
and in the year 1785 was here appointed to the same
sifice, which he held until his deuth, ot the age of 84.

Asr justice of fhe peace, as a representative in the
‘Biate Legislature, te whish he was eften appointed, and
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th varfous eapacities in which he acted as a friend and
father of the town, he was greatly hououred wilh the ess
.teem and coniidence of the people.

Gen. David Russiter removed from North Guilford
-to Richmond, i its. early settlement, and soon became
an active and influential inhabitant of the town, and nils
-&d many of its most important offices,

At the commencement of the Revolutionary war, be-
‘ing the capuin of a company of militia, he marched
with.a company of minute men to Cambridge, 1o assist
in repelling the enemy, innnediately after the battle of
Lexington.

He rose in regular gradation from that capacity to the
-rank of' a Brigadier-General. Iu milimsy, as well as in.
.givil life, he was held in high respect. He was uften
eiected to represent the town in the Legislature of the
State, and was twice chosen as a member of the Senate.
Few inen, perhaps, in the County in which he resided
have commanded more universal respect, and no inha-
bitaut of ghis town has been more active in promoting
its interests.

General Rossiter was not a professor of refigion 3 but
acted uniformty and decidedly in favour of its institu.
tions, and is ronsidered as having done much to pro-
1mote their establishment and continuance in this place,
He died Murch 8, 1611, at the age of 75.

The Hon. Nathaniel Bishop wae born at Guilford,
Comn., June 13, 175). He removed to Richmond in the
year 1777. Although a modest and retiring man, his
talents and integrity soon became known, and ihe town
made great demand- upon bim for his services. Asa
member of the Liegislature, as a justice of the peace, and
-in other offices, he possessed in a great degree the confir
.dence of the people. For nearly 30 years he held the
.offic: of Register of Probate for the County. The duties
_of thisoffice he performed with great punctuality and ac-
.curacy until hisage and infinnites induced him to resign it

He was appointed a Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas and Sessions in 1795, and continued in this office |
.until the year 1811, For several years he was Chief
Justice of the Court of Sessions,

In his private character, Judge Bishop ¢xhibited ing
‘Toresying and amiable qualities. He was 2 tender and



"] HISTORY OF BERESHIRE,

affectionate hushand and father, and an ardent and da-
voted friend.  Several years b fore his death, h  be-
same a frm believer in the doctrines of the Christian
seligion, cordially embraced the faith of the Futhery of
New England. and in the hope that he had become in-
terested hy grace in the bensiits of a Saviour’s death,
made profession of his faith, and became united with
- the Cong egational church, Mavch 6. 1325,

He died, after years of severe suflering, Feb. 1, 1826,

aged ¥5.

* ¥ery little support has heen given to gentlemen i
the profession of law in this town since ite settlement.
Que or two individuals had a short residence here about
the year 1500,

In 1521, Henry W Bishop, Esq.. a sou of the Hon,
Nathaniel Bishop. who had been graduated ar Williams
Coilege, established himself in this town; and remain-
ed here, employed in the duties of his profession, and
usefully devoted to various public services, until, re-
seiving the appointment of Register of Pr@ate, he re-
moved to Lenox in the {ul! of 1926,

The following is a list of physicians who have prace
tised in this town since its settlement ;

Thomas Tarbe!l; fiom Bridgehampton, L. lsland' .
died at Canaan, N. Y about the year 1775,

Epliraim Crocker; from Colchester; moved f:om
this rown afiera few years.

Jottn Crocker; from Barnstable s educated at Har-
vard College ; died at Riclinond, Mayl 1815, at the
age o1 9b.

Richard Tidmash, an Englishman ; removed te
Stockbridge. - _

Jozeph Clark ;. from Springfield ; removed 10 Vers
mont. ' .

Auren Field.

H. o Burghardt; was bom at Great Barringion 2
received his edncation at Yale College 3 pursued his

rofesstonal studies with Dr, Erasus Sergeant, of
tockbridge, and commenced the practice of medicine
in Richmond in the year 1790, He practived with great
success and high reputartion in ihes wwn and vieinity,

tmiil about the year 1520, He abed October 18, 1822
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. Yozeph Walde ; came to this town from West Stock
Wridge abont the vear 1794 ; practised several years,
arrd removed to Berkshire, N.

Beriah Bishop ; son of Nuthaniel Bishop, Esq., of
this town 3 received hia medical education principally at
Hanover, under Dr. Nathan 8mith; commenced prac-
tice here in 1803, 'n counexion with Dr. Burghardt, and
died August 17, 1805, ar the age of 27, :

. Luke Dewey ; a native of (. Barrington ; practised
in this town several years, and then removed to the
State of New York.

John Merriman ; a native of Richmond ; removed
to this town from New Lebanon in Qcteber, 1522, and.
remained here untit the spring of 1827, when he remo-
ved to Chatham, N. Y.

The prescut physician is Dr. George Landon, who
is a native of Sheffield, He studicd medicine under
the direction of Dr. Burghardt, and for a time, at the
m.dical school at New Haven ; commenced practice at”
Great Barrington in 1R}, and came to this town in the
of 1526,

This town has been distingnished for 1he longevity of
ita inhabitants, ard the genernl prevalence of health,
From Jan, I, 1819, 1o Jan. 1, 1823, there were 105
diathe; of which, 4 were of persons aver ¥y 23 (in-
cluding the previous number,) ever 805 33 uvt'r 70,

and 43 over 6i),

There are funr burying places in Richmond : one
near the south line of the 1own, onthe road leading
froom the meeting-house 10 West Steckbridge 5 one in
th- norih-east part of the town, on the road lesding to
Pitrstield 5 another near the cevtre, a linle disrance
north of the Congregational meeting-howee, 5: d a tourth
in the parth paet of the town, near the Shaker village,
These were laid our in the enrly serticment of the town,

‘Theer are Hve sehool districts. the Centre, Nurth,
North-Ea ., South-Fast, avd South-Wesé: wih an
average nuiher of schalas <, in all the winter sehiools, of
about ane hundred avd » v y-fre. Ivis hought just
to sny, ihat particular care is kv in the seh ciivn wnd
ex.ninaiion of teachers 3 and 2 more than usiral vi-
wolivn is paid by the visiting coinmiuee, svusisiing of
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one from each district, to the examination and improves
ment of the schools,

A select school has been supparted here during a
portion of seme past years, with good success, and with
much beneiit to the town,

There in a post-office in this town, which wns eata~
blighed in 1&36. The first post-master was Mr, Cypri-
&n Braneli. He was wsucceeded by Nathan Pieron,
Esq., who held the office until his removal from town in
Ociober, 1823 1 when the appaintment was given to
M:, Benjamin Cone ; but in consequence of an ex=
change of property with a brother, the appointment waa
soon transferred to Mr, Asa Cone, who now holds the
office. :

There are in this place (our stores and two publie
houses, :

The tcade of the town is prineipally with Pitsfield,
(B8 miles distant,) Hudwson, Kinderhook, Albany, and
New Yark,

The numbar of inhabitants by the tast cousus was 940,
the nunber of families is one bundred and fifty. Of
these, ahout one hundred may be considered as belong«
ing to the Congregational society, from thirty to thirty-
five 10 the Methodists, and two or three famntlies are of
the Baptiat denomination.

A valuable library, congisting ol little less than 300
voluines, was established in the year 1990, and for
twenty-five years waa read with great advantage to the
people. In 1815. (or reasons thonght sufficient by a
part of the proprietors, and not so by others, that assqe
ciation was dissolved, and the booke were sold.

In 1821, another library was formed, which is still
small, coumisting of hut seventy or eighty volumes ; but
Provision has recentiy been made for enlarging it, and
ift ;s hoped that it wil{soon becomne respectable and usen

ul.

A Sabbath Schoeol library has existed for three or
four years, and has already been very useful. It now
consiata of two hundred and twenty-seven volumes.

Several benevolent societies exist here, some of
which have been in operation for many years. The
fraL, it is believed, that was formed, wae the Femal®

\



RICAMONK. 385

®ent Sodtety, which has regularly contributed o the
funds of the Berk. and Col. Miss, Society.

In 1819, a Female Education Society was formed 3
which, though less eflicient now than formerly, has con-
tributed to some extent every year for the support of
young men preparing {or the ministry. .

In September, 1819, the church resolved itself into
a Foreign Mission Society, and eontinued to give their
aid anpually to the American Board, until the forns-
tion of the Foreign Mission Associations throughout
the State, when it besawne united with them.

T':.ese associations now exist here. There are also
associations of young persons, forised on a similar plan,
in 1826, which contribute in articles of clothing for the
same purpose. '

Besides these, auxiliary Bible and Tract Bocietien
have been established within the two or three past yeara

The ability of those who devote m portion of their
substance to benevolent purposes in this place, is not
great, nor their number very large ; but & commenda-
ble amougt has been contributed for the advancement
of the Redeciner’s kingdom ; and the futhere of thia
senlement have doubitless realized their reward, in the
piety and useflolness of their descendants, for their ex-
ertions and sacrifices to provide the privileges of the
goepel for themselves and their children,
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- TOWN OF LENOX,

BY REV, SAMUEL SHEPARD,D. B,

Tue Indian name of that part of the town lying north
ef a line runuing east and west near the Congregational
mecting-house, was originally ealled Yokun, after an
Indian of smne distinction, of that name. The tract of
Taud, lying west of the west mountain, was called Mt
Ephratm,  'Theae two traets were at first incorporated
into a town by the nmune of Richmond, probably after
the Duke of Richmond, The tract lying east of the
moaentain, together with lands, known by the names of
D wight’s, Willimms, and the south-west part of Hart-
wood’s grant, was afterwaids incorporated into a town,
and called Levox, the family nane of the Duke of
Richimond, This town is hounded oa the north by Pitts-
field; ~a the south by Srockhridge and Lee; on the
east by Wauashington, and west by Richmond. s
length from nosth 10 snuth is about six miles ; and i
breadih on the nonh, about five miles, and on the sputh
line it is probably le s than three milea

The land, in the north sed west parts, is hilly, in
gome parts, stony ; in some, broken and of lintle value

The soil is more favorable generally to grass, than
the culture of grain  Jn the north-eant and south-west
parts, there is some excellent grain land. In the east
part, adjoining the™Housatenie river, there are some ex-
eeilent meadows. The town abounds in imestone, and
furnishes lime in considerable quantities for market in
other pluces.  In the porth part of the town, a miil hase
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been erccted by Cal. Nathan Barrett, for the purpose
of sawing marble, which is found 1 its vicinity, ol dif-
ferent kinds, and of a superior quality, and which is
wrought by him in the neatest snanner, and for various
uses.

. I the west part of the town, iron ore iz {fourd w
great abundance.  From discoveries alveady maudy, iLis
probable a bed of this ore exrends neavty through the
towo from west o east, and- is inexhaustible,  Abuut
1750, a furnace was erected in the south-vust part of the
town, on the Housatunic river, by Mr Job Gilhes,
from the county of Bristol, in which, business Lias bren
varried on to this time, and frequently witll much profig
to its successive ownera  Ore, fur the suppiy ot ihis
furnace, ha# been dug in the west part of the 10m1, wnd
an abasndance of coal is {urnished from the loresis 1o the
west part of Washingron. The ore is of an exeviicnt
Gualiry, and js used for all the variety of castings cum-
mon to such furnaces. Large quamities of pig iron,
are also sent rom this furnace to distant markets,  Al-
though this town is well walered, yet tiere are in it no
streams of mnch note, excepring the Housatonic river,

. which runas through the rown from nierth to south, cu the
east gide of i, On thisriver are bo very advantaguous
mitl-sites, in its course through (he towu, excepting in
the south-east part, where there is the {urnace just iwen-
tioned, a woollen fuctory, a grist~nill; an oil-null, a saw-
mill, two clothiers® shops, a blacksmith’s shop, &e.
There is bat ene pond ia the town, and that au inconsi-
derabte one, quite in the south part, usually cailed
Scott’s pand.

'The first inhahitant of this town, was Mr. Jurathan
Hinsdale. He came from Harrived, Con,, in 1700, wnd
built a small house an the eusr side of the County ruad,
sbout fifty rods south of Courr House hilll 1u che
sprivg following, a man by the nume of Cooper, builta
huuse i the south partof the town, 2. the west gide of
the presens County rowd.  Acother wan, by the name
of Lichinson, sow alier buib a Louse on the same =ide
of tie roud, verdioi My, Hingeale’s. 1o 1%65. 1h. =g,
Wwiiie sewee diy duoiies in this viciuity wd i Frus-
ficid, 1omoied w Stoeslnldge. throngh fear o the In-
diansy woo were imsugarcd tu hosuliues by dhe I rench
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in Canada. About this fime, a family in Stockbridge
was attacked by the Indians, aud a man kitled by them,
on the Sabbath, while the peaple generally were anend-
ing public worship.  Aud while the {ew Tamilies, north
of Stuckbridge, were (leeing to that place for ralety, a
man by the name of Stephens, while passing a ledge of
rocks in the south part of'the town, was shot by the [n-
disns, aund fell dead from his horse. The hotsc was
alsa killed 3 but a woinan, who was on the horse with
My, Siephens, by the aid of Mr. Hinsdale, escaped un-
hurt.

The man who first cleared a spot of ground for the
purpese of making a gettlemment in the north part of the
town, was Jacuh Bacon, He lived on the hill west of
the County road; and in that neighhorhood, Messrs,
Huat, McCoy. Glezen, and Sieel, afterwurds sertled,
Ahout that time, a mnan by the natne of Watrerman. huilt
a house in quite the north pact of the town, Onwhat jg
now called the East stzaet, families by the name of Rount,
Wilier, and Dewey, were the first inhabitanta; and
where the village now is, Whitlocke Parker, and Ri-
ahards 5 eod in the west parr, Collins, T'reat, Mi.dras,
Wricht. and others, A majority of the fumilies who
fiest settted in the town, emigrated from West Hartford
and Wal'. :gford, Con.

‘Lenox waa incorporated in 1767, and 1he grants of
lard. alveady mentioned, lying in the south and sc» he
east part of the rown, were aunexed in 1770, Many
years afterwards, a sinall tret of land. taken from
Wa hington, was added to the north-east part of Les
TIOX.

The firet town ofieers were chosen March 5th, 1767,
The ishabitants being at that time considerabie ib soma
her, soun mwade laudable efforts fur the settlement of a
gospel minister; and on the 1th of Oetober, 1770,
Hev. Samuel Monson, of New Haven, Can., why was

raduated at Yale Cullege in 1763, was vnavimously
juvited to take the pastoral charge ol the chvrch and
gongregation, and was ordained on the 8th of Novem-
ber foliowing. The church was organized in 1768, by
Rev. Swnuel Hopking, then of Grear Barrington 3 «..d
bas pow the sae confesston of faith aud form of cove-
naut, wlch was ien adopted,  The male meinbern re-
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&ived into the church, at the time of its organization,
were nine in number, and by the names of Colling, Tra
ey, S:anleyv, Hinsdale, Stesl, Bacon, Andrus, Londers,
and Richards. Soon alter the settlement of a minister,
a huuse for public worship was erected, near ti.e spot
where the present Coungregational meeting-house now
stands, and was occapied till Jan, 1, 1806, when the
present one was publicly dedicared to the worship of
Atmighty God. The first burying-groand was more
than a mile nnrth of the village, and west of the Cnnp-
ty road.  Boon after the first honse for public worchip
was huilt, a piece of ground near it was marked out for
a grave-vard, 4t has since been enlarged. and is now
the principal buryivg place in the town.  Itis enclosed
by a ueat fence, and is noticeable Tor the large numher
of highiy polished marble monuments » hieh it contains,
There is also a small grave-yard in the north-east parg
ol 1the 1own, enclosed by a handssine wall,

The land, lor the secomingdarion of the town, as to &
meeting-house and bmiving ground. was given for thay
apecitic purpose, by a My Reynolds,

From the time of Mr. Blunson’s senlement in 1750,
ta that of his dismission in 1792. was 22 years. Duiing
that thine, the church was not gready increased in num-
bers, and contained but few more members at the close
of hia ministry, than at the beginning, He was a mun
of good ahilities, of ardent piery. sound in the faith, and
gralaus in promoting the canse of the Redeemer 3 hut
he lived * in troublous timies.” The Revolutionary
war occasioned very biter animositics among rhe peo-
ple; and subsequently. what is called the Bhays insnr-
. rection, was produetive of wnuceh evil in the town, To-
wards the clnse of his ministry. the moeal avd rel'gious
aspoet of the place was gloomy. Mo Munse s Hl
health,which Gially vceasioned his dismissioninier ue g .
ard Ge became very inefier-nt in opposing the exrre t
of vice and irreligion, the progress ot which he beheld
with griefll

His seeessor, Rev, Bamuel Bhepard, D. D., was ors
daived Aol 30, 1795, The church was then in a low
stare.  ‘LI'he pumber of piale membs rs was hat flicen,
In 1799, there wa- a gereral pevival of veligion in the
pown, Abuni 60 perscus, as fruits of that revival, were
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addoed’to the churel.  In 1807, there wasa pﬂrﬁaf revi-
val of religion in the norh-east part ol the town, and a
few persous were at that time hopefully brought into
the kingdum of Christ,  In 1808, God was in infinite
mercy pleased to pour out his spirit upon the church and
people, and to awaken, convince, and renew the hearte
of many who had before lived in impenitency aud nube-
lief. The nuinber of persons received into the church
soon after that revival, was 56, In 1815, the means of

race were again accompanied with caving efficacy, and
%6] persons werc added to the church,  In 182Y a re-
vival of religion commnenced in the Sahbarth School,
which was for a little season, powerf(® 5 and 16 hopoful
converts were the {fruits of it.  In the year 1821, 1there
was o general revival, and 76 persoirs were added to the
churclr.  In 1926 and 7, the church and people were
again blessed with a shower of divine grace, and the
number of persons received inta the church was 123,
O:hers, who then, [or the first time, cherished a hope of
a prrsonal interest in Christ, have not yet made a pub-
lic profession of religion.  Fhe number of members in
the elsireh ou the 1siof January last, was 408,

i this town thergiare also a few failies of the Bap-
tist demmnination, and a few Methodists ; neither of
which have any house for public wouship, nor stated
preaching.

‘Thers has been an incorporated Episcopal society in
the wwn, since 1805, This society, emnposed of mem-
bees rom this and the adjacent towns, has a hustwume
chun el standing a few vods east of the Cou~ Foouse,
ard has, from the thne of its organization, beiil sup~
plivlviih preaching, by different ministers of its owo
denaint l.mcm, probably half the time.

Foeoox s the shietown of Berkshire County. Tta
E_rh},c TH !Hd‘n:;m are 1 Court House, Ganl, and Gant

T vational elurch, 'an Episcopalian
ny, wrdda Towan Hense.  In the vil-
g-office, T'he Court Finuse

S

IR bk bailding, surpassed, proe
B uo e ow ofthe kind in New LGngland.  The
07 e wihaved Mentiaaed, are woll built and cone

Mooy,
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Lenox Academy was incorporated in 19, Toges
£her withibe act of incorporation, the Legislature unle.
a geant of one half of a townshiv of l#ad wthe Sare of
Maine. belonging at that1ime to Massachusens. 'Ly
land. for & nnmber of yvears, was whally svprodies
tiv s bat has recently been sofd, and has produced a
respectable fund, the avails of which are appropriated
to 'he support of the Institation. _

© M. Levi Glezen, A. M., was the first preceptor, aud
coinued to perform she duries of principal uni) Ao,
1523, when lte aceepted s luvitation te take charge of
a =chool in Kinderhook, in the State of Nevw 3 ik,
Uader hi= superintendencs, the Academy fourished,
and sbrained a megited celebrity, '

Alier the removal of Mr. Glezen, the trusiees ape
pointed Mr. John Hochkin as prineipul, who wasat 1hat
time a nuember of the Theological Seminary at Andos
ver. He is distinguished by talents for insrenetion and

- goveryment, and possesscs the (Ul confidence of the
{rust¢Pe.

In this Academy, in addition to the commoo branches
of E:ghish eduocation, instruction is afforded in the lane
Eungesi and sciences generalty 3 and aleo to thuse who
are desirous of qualifying themselves as teachers of pri-
mary schools.

This institution is divided into two departments, both
of which are under the superinteudence uf the principal,
T'he present teacher in the second, or English depart-
ment, in Me. John L. Hunter, a geutleman well qualified
for his station. The schaol is comyposed prineipully of

- acholare (rom abroad. and consists of youth of both svxa
es. Connected with the Acadeiny. ie a valuahle Iibra-
ry, containing hewween three and four hundred volume
of well chosen books.  This Academy ts in the centre
of the County of Berkshire. The village in which it
is located, is pleasant and healthful, and probably pre-
sents fewer temptations to vice and immorality, than
almoat any other place contaimng an equal populu:ion,
The inhahitants are well informed, intetligent, ..nd hos-
pitahle, and may with truth be said to be remarhuble
- or their habirs of industry, sobriety, morality, aud or-.
der.  In this school, many have been ingtrueted. whe,
Py ouccessful application % 'study, have laid a good
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Aoundation for future usefulness. In casting an eye
~over the camfogue of its former stndents, we natice
“with aleasure the names of many who have aitained to
-distine:ion in the diiferent learned professions, and as
Judges of Courts, and mervbers of State and Nartional
.Legisjatures.  The tirst person who received a collegi-
-ate education, alter pursuing bis studies in this nstita-
“tion, preparatory to his admission to cullege, was the
“Hoen, Swinuel R, Benw, o Judge of the Districe Court
<of the Unned Siates for the Southesn District of New
"Yark, The average number of students from the be-
; ginning, has been about 50,

The general appearance of Lenox, as it strikes the
-eye of @ traveller, may be learned from Professor ~iili-
cmisn’s description of ity in his Tour frem Hartford 10
‘Gnebee, '

* Lienox, the capital of Berkshire County, s a town
-of uncommon beanty. It is built upon a hill o 1wo
-streets, intersecting cach other nea by at right angles.
"It is compored of handsome houses, whicl, with (he exe
ceprion of a few of brick, are painted of a brilliant
“white. Ttis ornamented with two neat houses fur pul-
“lic worship, one of which is large and hwndsome, and
:ptanda wpon a hill hizher than the town, and a little res
moved trom it, Tt has a Court House of brick, 1n a
fine style of architectnre 5 it is fronced with pitlars, and
furnished with couvenient offices and a spacivus courte
“romn ; this room is carpeted, and, what is more impor~

tanr, containg a librory for the use of the bar. Leuox
has fing mecntain air, and is surrounded by equally
“fire mountain seenery.  Indeed, it is one of the prew.
-est of our inland rowns, and even in the view of a) Euy-
ropean traveller, {wbo hod eyes to see any thing beau-
iful in what ir -unlike E‘urupe,g it would appear like
~a gem among the mountains, [ did not count the hou-
ses, but shonid think there might be one hundred hous
-aes, and storews, &c.  White marble is often the inater,al
of their sleps, ioundations, and pavements.”? The Lo
“pulation ¢f Lenox is about Le00), '
Physicians,

Eldad Lewis, Jopathen Bird, Parker, Thmis
aeis Thompsou, Charles Wor hing g, Dauiel Cm..ng,
osbert Worthington, and Joha M. Brewwtor, ’
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Lawyers,
Bamuel Quincy, native v’ [Foston, graduate of Har-
vard College 1982, dicd Jau, 19, 1316, aged 515 E han
Sione, native of Stoekbridyge, adimitted o the bar abune
1593, rewnoved to Cinciunati, Ohio 3 Eliab Brever, va-
tive of Tyringham, graduate of Yule College 1793,
admitred 10 the bar about 17086, died April 6, [S3E, aged
34 ; Enoch W. Thayer, native of Ware; Wilian £
Ravmaoud, a vative of SBlefticld, admined 1o the bar
abuut 1797, died at Churleston, 8, C.; Willinm Py
Walker, a native of Lenox, graduate of Wiilian~ Uol-
lege 1598, adinitted to the bar in 15035 Joseph 'F ucker,
native of Stwockhridge, admitted o the bar i 1816
Henry W. Bishop, native of Richmund, gradiie of
Williams College 1817, adiniited to the bar w 1321 5
.George J. Tucker, graduate of Williams College 1522,
admitied to the bar in 1525,

Magistrates.

Willian Walker, special justice, Judge of County
Court and Judge of Prabate, Dr. Eldad Lewis, John
Stoughton, Azariah Eggleston, Enos S:one, Caleb’
Hyde, Siate senator, William P, Walker, State senator
and Judge of Probate, Oliver Belden, Daniel Witi:ams,
Joseph Tucker, Levi Belden, Dr, Charles Wouihung-
ton, Charles Mattoon, SBtate senator, Jawes W. Rok-
bins, Calek Beldem.
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TOWN OF WASHINGTON-,_.
HY REV. CALLE ENIGHD
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I~ the years 1767 and 53, a company of gentlemen,
Tiving principaily in Hartford and Sufield, Can., pur-
ehased this township of Robert Waison, of Sheflield,
who. assisted by David Ingersoll, his attorncy, persua-
d=d them tha! he had obtained it from the Indiana. In
1760, however, the proprietoce asoertained that Watson
was insolvent and in gaol, and that the Indian claim was
but partially satisfied. They therefore found it expe«
dient to re-purchase the township thomselves.  The In.
dians with whom they contracted, were Benjainin Kokh-
kewenaunant, John Pophnehavauwah, and Robert
Nuughauwnt.  The township, which before had been
called Watsontown, now assumed the name of Gree-
nock 5 and the proprietors made arrangements (or oc-
eupying their langs: some actually settled upon them,
The ten first setlers were, Geocge Bloan, A drew
Mumford, William Mitekan, Elijah Crane, Amas
B:ard William Beard, Joseph Knox, Nathen Ingrae
hain, Joseph Chaplin, and Matthew e Walf, - Buta
new difficulty ars:a,  The Province Authorities elaim-
ed a right to the township. In view of this difficulty,
Nathaniel Hooker, John Tewnley, and lsaac Sheldon,
of Hartlord, in behalf of themselves and 57 others, pros
prietors, in the beginning of 1762, petitioned the Gene-
ral Court of Massaehusetts to grant them the township
which.was accordingly granted in Fehruary of the fol-
lowing year. From this ume, until 1777, it was cailed.
‘Hartwoodk
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Tn the petition, the township was described as follows,
viz. Beginniug on the castside of Houwsutenic river, in
the south line of Pinsfield. shence running east 19 deg.
sonth 9 miles and an hall’y thenee scud 19 deg. west 720
rodx to the north line of Nuw, 4 town:! ', [now Becket]
thence west on said line 4 miles ar ¢ 3. |~. tu the north-
west corner of said towaship: thence on the west line
of «aid township south 9.dc 2. 25 1nin, west 2 mites and

thu o the rorith five of the township No. 1, [uow Ty.
Fingham] : 1thence on said line west 2 deg. 30 min,
wiith 3 miles to the north-easterly line of Great Bar
riugrow § thence vorth 40 deg. 40 min. east 1 mile and
% Y15 tw thé norih-east corner of said Great Barrington §
thence hounding osn the north line of said Grear Bar-
rington west 7 dog, 30 hin. nosth 600 rods to the southe
east corner of the Glass Works grant, (so calied) 3
thence on the east =ide of said grant 550 rods 10 he
north-rast eorner of said grant and east side ot Housa~
“tonic river first mentioned 3 thence bosnding westerly
on said river fo the Jrst meutioned hounda.

After those varons delayvs and disappointments, the
prnp tetors procecded with greater vigr in the sciles
mes, A road badior from Piostie:d 10 Becketr was
Yaidd a0 heenagh e towng aced o layving out wettling lots
an © aher lots, land was ceserved fur roads in variogs
places,

In laving out the land. oue 83d part of the tnwnalup,
accosding o the order of he Legi latiee, was laid out
for the first sealed minister, one 633 part for the u=e of
the imintsiey foresey, ard he like quantity for the use
and supporr of a school.  Upan his ordination, the frst
settled minister was of course entitled ro his shave. Dut
the other Inta have been so managed and disposed 8f;
thar the town has now no ikcone {rom them.

In 1773, 4 meeting- house was built in he town, which

arond uearly 20 years. It was struch with lighoing,
and consid- rabey injured; and in 1762, the present
house of warskip was erected,

The town was incorpacated by its present name,
Aprit B2 ET77, and the town of Lee was incorporated
o (b 2ler of Qetohor {ollowing. The suudh-west part
of Wz hingron was taken to form the latter town, viz,
the tract separated by the following lice : beginning ot
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the west side of Becket, about a mile south of the nerile
west corner thereol, thence: runming north 37 & deg, west
451 rod: ; thence west 3( ¥ deg. south 200 rud=; thence
north 3{.4 f!eg west 1236 vods, to the east bank of the
Housatome river.

To 180, another tract, about half a mile wide, lying
an the east side of the Housatonic. and extending from
Pittsfield tn Lee, was annexed to Lenox.  Tuis truct in
pow snmetimes called New Lenox.

Washington ia situated on the Green Mountain
raoge, on the height of land, 9 miles east of Lenox
Conrt House, bordering on the county of Hampshire.
Tts greatest length from east to west is S or 9 miles. and
its greatest breadih from norrh 1o south i« abour 7, It
may he equal to a paralielogram, 7 miles by 5, The
figure is very irregular, as in passing round the town
there are 13 different lines and ancles.  Itis bow ded
en the nerth by Dalton and Hibsdale 3 on the north.
east by Perny on the east by Middlefield; on the
south by Becker; south-west by Lee ;- west by Lenox,

and north-west by Piusfield.

The surface is uneven, diversified by hal[s and val
lies. Itis well watered by springs and brooks of pure
water. Though thers are no large streams, there are
somez which furpish useful mili-sites. One, which riscs
in the nneth, passes through the east part of the town,

“and fAnds its way into Westfield river, has upon it 1
grist-mill, 2 saw-mills, and a elothier’s works. In the
weat part of the town are three saw-mills, on streams
which run into the Housatonie.  Thore are theee or four
ponds in towu, The largest ot these, called A-hlvy
puud, is a mile teag and Lalfa mile broad. A saw-mill
stands on the outlet

A small distance from thia pond is alarge bed of sand,
which, when cleansed. is equal to well refined sugar in
whiteness, and which m:ght be manufuctured, it is sup-
posed. iuto the purest fint glass,

Washingion furpishes in every part good farms fot
grazing. The soil i general is too wer and cold for -
g-ain, though ry: grows well on new land, and good
croms of barey, oats and potatoes are raised.  Several
fazins i «he east part da well fur corn, in favorable seas
sons.  Most farmers raiee suflicient wevl tor their fum-
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Lies, and numbers, considerable for market. Sugar is
manufactured to some extent from the maple. In the
no.th-eastern part, large quantities of lime are made
From the extensive forests which still remain in the
south-western section of the town, large quantitics ol
coul are ammually burnt tor the furnace in Lenox. In
that section, also, (here ismmuch valaable apruce timher,
from which many housands of shingles are manufuc-
tured every year.

A consideiable number of the principal farmers, a
few years sinee,exchanged their improved (arms in this

lace for new lands in Ohive, on the St Lawrence in

=w York, and elsewhere, and reimoved 3 by which she
population and properiy of rthe town have been dinii-
pizhed, and the church has suffered ne incongiderable
lo+s. From 1810 to 18920, the population sauk fom
949 r0 759 souls. The number of inhabitan:= is not
much greater now than at the last census. Mouar of
these farms now belong to the Sate of Connecnient, or
to zenttemen ahroad, and are rented to tenants, who
occupy them for limited periods. Wure men of enidr-
prize and piety to porchase thewn, and settle opon then,
it would be a great blessing 1o the town.

We have 7 nchool-districts, with comfortable sehool-
housrs s hesides »hich, there is a neighborhood - ro-
minated striet No. 8, enenicted with a sehool-df » ¢
in Hin«dale, Theee bundred dollars are saiscd an:u-
allv for the support of sehools. by which the distriess,
as they furnikh wood, and board the teachers v -
selves, are enabled to support a school about ¥ muthe
in 2 year. Increased attention is paid to the educurion
of children and youth, and considerable ianprovement
madr.

‘Ihe church was formed as carly as the beginoing of
1772, Adlter two unse v <n 1 efforts to setile a pa-tnr,
th Rev. William Ga> adwwtine was ordained | -or
of the church and peo, » - .or 18, 1774,

Hi was the son ot o+ KHev, Johu Ballantine, of
We.ideld, and was gradasted ar Hanvard College in

%4, He was respectshle both as a schnlar and di-
vire. was esongelieal + o criment, aed exemplacy in
ali he rela <o < ot 100 He watled here when the
fowa was uew, aud subuued cheerfuliy to all the e
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conveniences of such a state, sympathized with the pés.
ple i sorcow, and rejoiced with them in prosperity,
Tuwa-ds the close of his ministry he experienced ma-
ny rals,  Divisions were excired among the peaple,
and so:ne were led away by noise and passion. Num-
bers, dear to him, removed to the new setlemenis, apd
the church was ditninished.  Stl}, while strength re.
mai:ed, he continved to lubour in the vineyard, warn-
ing and traching the people, pleading the cause of
Chuist, and praying for the prosperity of Jerusalem,
He preached until ahour 5 weeks before hia death,
which aceurced on the: 30th of November, 1820, in the
T year of hi- age.

Wheu My, Ballantine was ordained, the church was
composed ol 23 inembers. During his ministry, thongh
there was 110 special revival. nembers were turned ta
the Lowd. and €9 were added to the church from the
world.  Thirty more were addod by letter.  But go
many of the people emigrated, that vot mare than 30
persons belonged tu the church at his death.

Fram thai time, un#il Murch, 1323, the church was
vacant.  ‘The Gieat Bhepherd, howevey, did not forget
her s a season of refreshing was uxperieneed, particu-
larly in the east part of the town, and in 1821, 3, and ‘n
1222 14 inude profession of chistianity,  These eiten
epeak ol heie first pastor with much reademees of frel-
ing. and regret that they so neglrcted his teaching while
he leed.

March 5, 1833, the Rev, Foba A, Hempsted. from
Hav:tord, Con.. graduawe of Yale College. was ordain-
ed pustor of the ehureh, and disniissed Ma:ch 17, 1526,
1n his mini<ry, 18 were added to the chuech by nesfos.
sion, and 4 by letter. Bota number of the inhaiizzae
lodged evitiicales and withdrew, and the socieiy was
weakessed and disheartened,

In the aucnas of 1920, the Rev. Caleh Eréaht, the
presect paxtor, comm-need hi= labours i e 1oce.
The chuich gave hint a wrnimons eall w < o3 the
peo b stioved up ene eoiier e mabe vXerhun 3 CoHIE,
who liad cohdoevn recaed o the sovliiy 3 s few othe
ers oA b hean v T sabseripion, o case o s
BEIINSIUT M T A D S sian A i duirmig his
mivisiry § and the Massaclosetts flissionary Sockeey
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oficred some aid. Thus encouraged, the society com
curred wnaninously in the call of the ‘church, and Le
was installed on the 13th of Dec, 1826.

In the beginning of 1327, the Lord looked in mercy
upen this rempaut of his heritage; the Spirit was shed
duwn, and from Febroary w June was truly a reviving
season. A considerable number expressed a hope that
they had experienced renewing grace 3 and befor¢ the
year closcd, 23 made a public profession of their faith.
On the Ist of Jannary last, the church consisted of 70
members. .

The society is simall.  But liitle more than one third
part uf the taxable propertﬁ in town is taxed for the
support of worship amung the Congregationalists.

Ar an early periud, a Bapiist church was formed in
that part of the town which was eventually set off to
Lenox. This was thrown inte confusion by a case of
discipline, and finaliy the church was divided and (orm-
ed into two churches, one church worshippiug here, and
the other in Lenox, or the north part of Stockbridge,
where some of the members resided.  These two chur-
clies lave heen extinct many years.

There are a considerable number of DBaptists now in
town, and also a considerable nwmnber of Methodists,
cunnected with people of their own denominations in
the neighboring towns. An Episcopa! chwreh, called
Si. Juhn’s church, was formed here in 1825, having 6
comnunicants. None of these denominations have any
stated preaching in town,

Physicians have been settled in this town by the
name of Hilivard, Bute, Childs, Kiuvedge, &c.; b
we liave at present no practising physician.



A HISTORY
OF THE

TOWN OF LEE.

"BY REV. ALVAN HYDE, b. D.

Tsuie town is bounded on the north by Lenox; on
the east by Washington and Becket; un the south hy
Tyringhum and Great Barrington; and on the west by
Stockbridge. The low lands were (ormerly occupied
by the Stockbridge tribe of Indians for the purpose of
raising corn 3 while the extensive forests around them
were devoted to hguting and to the manufacture .of su-
gar from the sap.of the maple, with which the forests
abounded The first white man who settled in the town
was Mr. [saac Davis, in the year 1760, He located
himself quite in the south part of the 10wn, oo the banks
of what 1s called Hop brouk, a considerable stream,
which takes its rise in Tyringham. Few of his de-
scendants now remain.

The tawn was incurporated in the year 17%7. The
easern part was tuken from the town of Washingion,
called Hartwood ; the south-we stern, called Hop-land,
was taken from Great Barrington ; the residue was
mads up of cerfain provineial grants, called Giass-
worky’ grant, Williamy’ grant, &c, and was named in
houvanr of Gen. Lee, then an active oflicer in the Revo.
lotivnary war, The orgital inhabitams were compo-
ged principaily of emigrants from Tolland, in Conneeti-
cut, and [rom Barustable, Sandwich, Faimouth, and
Grear Barvingron, in Mass,  On.: of the varly settlers,
Mr. Jesse Bradiey, whose déscendants are numerous,
gamne [roon New Haven. mn Conoecticut ; another, Mr,
Jonathan Foot, came 1rom Coichester.
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The town is six miles in length, and five in beeadth,
. and presents a very divereilied appearance. It formma
prt of the interval which lies between the Taconic and
Green Mououtain ranges.  The Green Mountain range,
which rises to a modaerate elevaton, runs partly within
the ¢astern limirs of the town, presenting a very pictu-
resque appearance.  These mnountains are for the most
part of gentle acelivity, and are cultivated, in some pla-
ces, quite to their snmits, From the base of theae
mountains, the surface of the earth is rather uneven,
accasionally rising iuto hitls of conziderable height. but
onerally descending, until it reaches the plain upon
the hanks of the Housatenic. West of 1his river, the
Innd is every wheye undulating in its eppearance, in-
clining tuwards the south, and well situated for receiv-
ing the genial rays of the sun.

At the nerth-east corner of the town, enters the Hou-
satouic, a lively and romantic streum of cousiderable
eize, and runs diagonally through it, though in a very ser-
pentine course, passing out at the south-west corner, and
dividing the town info two nearly equal parts, Itrocuives |
in its passage through the town, the waters of Washiug-
ten mountain, the waters of Scon’s pond, lying on the
boundarics between thia town and Lienox, the waters of
Gereenwater pond, which is within the limits of Bechet.the
waters of Gonse pond, which is situated on the line be-
wween Becker anITyringham, and quite on the summit

ol the mountain, the waters of Hop bruok, as well as
several other streams of less size,

The advantages afforded by the Housatonic and its
numeroys tributaties, for manufactures, are rarely sur-
passed in any place.  Though the Housatonic is a rapid
river, and occasionally swells itself, soas to overflow ite
banke, yet it seldom rizes 90 high as to prove destrue-
tive to the water-worke which have been consiruct-
strecied upon it.  Several enterprising voung men have
of late enlisted in the manufacturing business, ‘and by
their encrgy and success have alrf‘ddy given the place
an elevated rank amang the towns in the Cuunty,  Still
there are many favorahle stands fer business, mioccy -
pwd presenting nlluung prospents for future adveniurers

‘T'liere are now in the tov,n 9 saw-nills, 2 grist- l‘[l]”"!,
2 woollen faclosies, 4 turning =hops, 8 pnper«nnlim
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4 tannevies, 2 furnaces, 1 powder factory, 2 ful.
ling-mills, 1 distillery, 1 (orge, 2 cardine-machines, 1
chaixe factory, 1 inachine factory, and 2 cabinetr warze~
houses. There are besides many mechanies of differ-
ant trades.  The *various tactories give employment to
several hundreds of people, and they are constantly in-
creusing.

The most extensive woollen faciory is owned by
Blossrs. Ball, Bassest & Co., and issituated on a stream
wnich comnes from Scor’s pond, and near its entrance
iniw the Housatonic, abont ane quarter of a oile from
the -peeting-house.  To their estahiishment belong
several buildiug 5 one for carding, spinniug, aud weava
ing, 40 by 32 feer, 3 storiey, tilled with maehincry ;
one for fulling and-{inishing, 30 by 22 fect, 2 stnries,
ooutaining inuch muchinery; and 2 dye-hovses, They
manufacture annually 12000 Ibs of wool; and for the
‘Whale of their stock, eonsisting of wool, oil. dye-stufls,
&c., they pay annuully berween 7 and 8000 dollare.
The amoout of gonds which they manufacture annuully
8 10000 yards of broad-cloth, 12000 vards of satinet,
and 3W ymids of felting. T.ey employ 14 hands.
The othey woollen factory s in the south part of the
town, erected in 1819, etaploxing 10 workmen.

The most cousiderable wrning establishment in the
town is owned by Messrs, Thacher & Bassetr, who em-
ploy 10 hands, and pay annually $4000 {or timber,
brought 1o their works [rom the muuntains and fureste
around, ready for turning; and send off to New York,
aud other places of market, 8000 worth of chair-stuff.

There was formeely an extensive powder factary, a

. short distance from the ceutre of 1he rowr, ewned by
Messrs, Laflin, Loomis, & Co., where an immense
quantity of powder was manufictured every seacom.
This factury was in operation many vears. The ave-
rage quaetity of powder manufactured per day, was 25
kigs, for which thev found u ready market in the western
part of the Scate of New York, in the region of Lockport
and eisewhere. 'This business wus very profitalile, while
the excavations for the Erie Capal were in progress.
The explosions at this esrallishment were ffequent,
greatty endangering the lives of the workmen, na well
as the lives and houses of the inbabitoots in their vigin~
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ity., These explosions might be attributed, in some
instances, perhaps, to the carelessness of the wurkmen,
and in others, to the manner in which the business was
pressed. In September; 1824, a scene of desolation
was exhibited, which execeds al! deseription. At this
time, it wag estimated thatr there were about & tons of
powder in the different buildings 3 and when the work-
imco, en a very pleasant morning, thought all things
were going securely on, in a moment, every bvilding
was rased frem ite foundation with a tremenfous ex plo-
ston. Three of the ualoriunate workmen were instant-
ly hurried into eternity, while o fourth, who was thrown
into the river, lingered for a short time, but lingered in
agony. * Death came, like s friend, to relieve him
from pain.’” The life of one of the proprietors was, for
a few moments, in imminent danger from falling imbers,
thrown to a great height in the air. Every house and
building in the neighborhood were more or tess injured,
and every breast was shocked. Such was the eonster-
nation produced in the minds of the inhabitants, thag
they universally protested aguinst the rebuilding of the
mills, With this feeling of the public, the feelings of
the proprietors coincided. They soon after sold this
water privilege, and npon the ruins of the powd.r [zc-
tory there has since been erected an extensive paper-
mill establishineat, now owned by Messrs. J.& L. Church
& Co. @t comtains 2 engines, crploys 16 workmen, and
manufaetures between 3 and 40K reams annualiy.

The several paper-mills employ from 130 1w 160
hands, and manufoctere amnuoally any thousands of
reams of writing, priniing, and wrapping paper, for
which they find market at New York.

The firet paper-wil! in the town was buile by Mr.
Samuel Chureh, more thau 20 years ago, in that par of
the town now called South Lee.  This innow owned by
Massra. Owen & Hurlburt, who have madé very exten-
sive knprovements upon the establishinent. having
two large and convenient buildings, in which much
business is done in a very sysiematie manner, giving
employment to from thirty to forty persons, These
enterprising gentlemen have, i one or two instances,
teceived premiums updn their paper, as being ol'a very
superior quality. They, tauscither with Messrs. J. & L,
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Church, have manufactured bank-bill paper to a consi-
derable extent,

Iu the summer of 1826, Mesare. W. & W, & C. Laflin
-erected o paper-mill on a very ¢xtensjve plan, in the
centre of the town. The upright building is 100 feet
by #5. The basement story is compaesed of stone, the
next etery ol brick, and the upper part of wood, I:has
two wings on the east, one 50 by 24, the other 23 by 18,
-and one wing un the west, 30 by 30. They also erect-
ed. the sanm® sewson, a brick boarding-house, 2 stories
high, 68 by 30, with *wo wings, divided into four tene-
ments, sufficiently large to mecommodate twenty per.
sons in each tenement.  The mill has four engines, car-
ried by one water wheel, and it manylactures from 600
to 1000 {bs. of rage per day, and makes as much paper
as four commmon mills with single engines.  Itgives em-
ployment to 20 men and 40 women. The water ia
brought from a distance of 140 rods sbove the mill, by
a lateral cut running parallel with the river, 30 feet in
widih upon the surface, and of sutficient depth to receive
the whale of the river, should so much water be nceded,
with a race-way from the nill, 30 rode long and 25 feet
wide, making the lengih of the excavation 170 rods.
All this was accomplished in eight months,  In connex-
jon with this mill, another was erected in 1527, three
quarters of a mile vp the river, sufliciently large to ma-
nufacture Crame 1K} to }300 jbs. of rags per day, or
from 24 to 60 reaws of printing paper. It gives em-
ployment to 9 meu and 3 women. Both mills, taken
together, do the same work as two mills, with all the
finishing apparatus atrached, and manufacture annually
50,000 worth of paper. 'The whole esublishment cost
from 25 to 30,000 dollars.

One of the furnaces, which has been in operation for
many years, is in the east part of the town, on the
stream which comes (rom Green-water pond, and is
owned by Jamea Whitwn, Esq. It mav be cajled a pot
furnace. Here are made all kinds of iron castings,
The other, which has been recently built by Mr. Tarsua
Botsford, ia in the north-east part of #he town, and
erccted on a stream which eomes (rom Washington
pountain. This is denominated a cupola furpace. F
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hag gone into successful operation, and employs six
bands.

The machinc factory is owned by Messrs, Beach &
Royce, and is situated on the united streams which
come from Green-water pond and Goonse pond, a quar-
ter of a mile below their juitetion. This is considered
an importapt establishment, and though new in its ope-
rations, promniscs great public utility. It employs nine
hande, and makes almost all kinds of machincry used -
in the manufactiring business, -

It is estinated, that 1628 tons ‘are annually trans-
ported to and from Hudson river, by the inhabitants of
this town, in their various occupations, Seven hun-
dred tons are supposed to be annually transported. by
those who are concerned ju the various paper-mills,
The whole cost of transportation is cstimated at $85943,
every year.

There are in thiz town eight stores, employing capi-
tals of hetween four and five thousand dollars each.

1+ They sell to a cansiderable amount,-every year, not on=-
ly to the inhabitants of this town, but alse to thuse of
the mountain towns around.

Inereasing auention is. paid to agriculture, and this
has been especially noticed, sinice the establishment of
agricultural rocieties. The fand in this town, as in all
others, is of diflerent qualities. On each side of the
Housatonig, there are extensive plains of rich alluvial
laud, of the hest quality. caeily tilled and very produe-
tive. These plains vary in width, acenrding to the wind-
ings of the river. They are rather narrow at the north,
but widen towards the south, The roil of the uplands
is a loam, interaspersed with gravel and stones, particus
larly on the east side of the 1iver; on the wesi, there is
more clay. {fypsum is used to very great eflect by
sowe of the farmers. The productions are rye, sums
mer wheat, Ind'an corn, grass, oats, peas, beans, flax,
buckwieat, and posatoes. Such articles of produce as
are not wanted for home consumption, are teken to
Hudson or Albany, from which places this town is situ-
at-eectween 30 aud 40 miles.  Most of the inhabilanta

-are ciothed with articles of domestic manufacture.
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The orchards in thia town are numerous and produse
tive, from which cider is manufuctured in wsufficient
quantities for the use of the inhabitants.

Fuel ‘is cheap and abundam, as the mmmitaing are

covered with wood, whicli may be obtained in the win- -

ter season, without much trouble.  Among the different
kiuds of timber may be found birch, beech, maple, hem-
lock, some pine, walnut, oak, chesnut, ash, &c,

Numerous strata of limestone are found in different
parts of the town, from which suflicient lime is made foe
the use of the inhabitants.

A few quarries of white and clouded marhle have
been discovered, from which elegamb uilding and grave-
stones might be obtained. ' .

" There is in the south part of the town, at the base of
the Beartown mountaing, an inexhaustible bed of clay
of superior quality, from which great quantities of brick
are annually inade. Potter’s clay is also found a shopt
distance froin the same bed in abundance. A pottery
hus been established in the vicinity, at which more or
less earthen ware iz made every year.

This town is divided into 5 wschool-districts, all of
which are provided with decent houses for the instrues
tion of children, excepting one, which is connected with
a district in Stockbridge.  From 4 to 600 dollars are
annvally appropriated by the town for the support of
schools, together with a small Jaud fund, besides consi-
derable sums by subscription. Competent instructors
are employed in each district, during the greater part of
the vear, so that the child must be lurxcusable whe vo-
luntarily suffers himself to be unracquainted with the
rudiments of edveation. A new impulse has been given
to public sentiment, on the subject of education, siance
the enactment of the law regulating common gchoals,
in the year 1825,

The roads are uncommonly good. Through the
south part of the town passes the turnpike fromn Albany
to Roston, through Springficld. Throngh the east part
of the town, the road passes, formerly a wrnpike, leadivg
fromm Hartford to Albaoy, by the way of New Lebanon.
Ali the other roads, in a very singular manner, converge
to the centre, like the radii of a circle, where there ig
glready quite a village, whichis constantly increasing
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There ia nlso a village of considerable size in the south
part of the town, containing about filty families, where
uncommon water privileges are enjoyed, and much busi-
nese of various kinds is done,

Three public mail siages pass through this place daity.
One from Albany 1o Buston, through Springtieid ; one
from Hartliord to Piustield, and one from Hudsen to
Piustield. They are all well supported. There are
two post-offices; one in the cenwre, and the other i the
soreth part of the town.

The climate is very healthy. The water is good,
thnugh in general more or less impregnated with line,
F ‘vers are very rare ; and never but in ote instarce,
#i ce the pettlement of the town, has disease prevailed
to such ao extent ny (o diffuse terror among the inhibi-
tante,  In the year 1813, jt ~uffered, with wany other
parts of the country, from the epidemic which then pre-
vailed so extensively. That year, between 30 and 40
of the inhabitanie died. The whole number of dearhs
in 36 yeare ie 624, Uf this vuvmber 44 had completed
between 80 aud 90 years The average numnber of
deaths, during the same peried, is 17 a year.

The population in 1520 was 1450,  Owing to the
ppirit of emigration wiich prevailed here, for several
yeuars, the number did not greatly increase, Many
towns in the western part of the Srate ef New York,
and in New Copnecticut. may almost be said 10 be come-
posuvd of inkabitants from this place. The increase of
faciories, within a few years, has added . the po-
puwlation prohebly from 3 to 400. The number of
dwelling-houses in the town is rising of 200,

Io the yeara 15007and 1501, was huilt the large and
convertient bouse of worchip, now oceupied by the
chureh and people,  In acconplishing this work. Jo-
siah Yale, Esq., one ot the early settlers of the rown,
and a firm friend to its best.interests, took a very ac-
tive part. To his imfluence and persevering efinrts,
ghided by wisdom and prudence, the town is puch in-
debrcd.  He died the Igth of May, 1822, havisg com-
pleted 70 years.

The churacter of the peeple may he aid ro be moral,
in an uncwinmon degree. They are for the most part
strict obgervers of the Fabhath, and- regular attendants

\! .

.
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wpon public warship. The grea body of the people,
from the first settlement of the town, have aitached
themselves 1o the Congregstiona] =ocietv.  There are,
however, in the south part of the town, some Baptism
and some Methodiets. These have lately united in
boiiding a house of worship, in which they were aided
by mioat of the inhahitants of that village, and by some
others in the town,

The Congregational ch.rch in this town was organi-
zed on the 25th of May, 1780, by the Rev. Daniel Col-
tins. of Lanesbovough. consiating of thiny members,
As the basis of their union, they adopted the same con-
fession of faith which is acknowledged by the chureh at
the present time. ‘Thix mna!l chureh had many oppo-
serain the town § and the ground of opporiticn was their
edherence to the doctrines of grace. Mr. Abmham
Fowler was preaching to the people, as a candidate, at
the time the church was formed ; and soon after was in-
vited to settle in the ministry. and take the pastoral
charge of the church. The day of ordination was ap-
pointed to be on the Sth of June, 1730 and the coule
cil which was called, convened at the time.  Ou this oc-
casion, the church exoerienced a great trial and disap-
poimcmeat 3 for so many in the town united in a remaon-
atrance agninst the settlement of Mr. Fowler, that the
Coitacil d-eided agaiost procecdine to ordain him.

On the 3d of July, 1783, M., Elisha Parmelee, of
Gnshen, in Coanecticut, a graduate of Harvard College,
was ordained their pastor; though to hie settlement
thre was much opposition.  Mr. Parmelee was sound
in the fuith amiab'e in his maonezs, and highly respect-
ed for hiz pi.ev and talente.  Hia healith, however, soon
fujted” and his ministry was of short duration. He
preached o the people only a few monthe. On the
13'h of Alay. 1734, the church and people, ar his re-
quest, consented that he should journey to Virginia,
with the hape af regaining his health. 'While prosccu-
ting this jonrney, aud nearly one kundred tnilee short of
the place h+ intended to reach, in the connty of Augus-
ta, he closed his monal dife, at the seat of Col Abrsham
grd, in the county of Shenandoah, Aug. 2, 1734, aged

.
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For eight years the charch then was without a pastar,
Thoogh sinall, it was happily united, while the town
was'greatly divided.  During this perivd, imany candi-
dates were employed, and mumy auempts made to
settbe one, but without suecess, The preservaiion of
the church at this tiine, under providence, must be ascri-
bed very much to the exertions, prodeses and firmness
of some of the leading members, aided by the labours
and counsels of the tate venecable Dr, Woest,- of Stock-
bridge. .
Oun the 6th of June, 1792, the present pastor. the
Rev. Alvan lvde, . D., was ordained over thi- church
“and people. In making out the eall for his scttiement,
the same opposition was manifesied, asin loriner cases
hat none appeared to remonstrate before the eouncil,
In a few wecks aftor his ordination, it pleaxed Gid to
shed down the influcnces of his Holy Spirit upon this
people, in a wondarful manner, and at a dme ot great
security iv sin, in all the newghbouring towns. Soch ge-
neral solempity, and such @xpressions of deep fecling
and angeish on acconnt of sin, it 1s believed. bave 1are-
1y bucn witzessed in any place.  There was liule or no
abatemoent o the attention imong the people, and of the
displays of sovereign grace, for 18 monil=. The moral
aspcct of' the place was very sonn chasiered, in o wmost
remarkable maoner.  More than one huidred e ons
were added to the ehurch, among whem were sami. who
had been the most achve in apposing the disting shing
ductrines of grace. A happy unien in the town was ef-
feced, which has continued without any special inter-
raption to i present day.  Fornore than .hivty-~ix
years, the harmony and tranguiility which have prea
- wailed, borh in the church ard socicty, have heen noti-
ced as being uneommon, .
1u the year 180K, another seasan of speeia! attention
to the concerns of the soul was witiessed in the town,
which resulted in the adduion of 2{ persons to the
church. .
In 1806, there was anatiter revival of religion, when
seventy o1c were added ‘o the chusch,
In 1313, avother season of refreshing from the pres.
ence of the Lord was experienced, when twenty werd
added to the chureh, :
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In 1521, there was anorl¥er revival, which was follow-
ed by an adduion to the church of 75 persona.

In 1827, divine influences were again shed down
upon this people. and great numbers were hopefully
eonverted from the error of théir ways DMore than one
hundred and thirty have since united with the church,
The whole number of admissions, since the settlement
of the present pastor, is 640 The present number of
members is 36{.

Deacons of the Church,

Oliver Westy chosen Jnly 18, 1733 ; died April 23,
1816, aged 82,

Jesse Bradley ; do. do. died July 26,
1812, aged 6.

Lievi Nyve ; do. Sept 23, 1782 died Avg. 6,
1825 aged 32,

Edmurd Hinckley; chosen Oct. 10, 1804 dieg;
Jau. 3, 1822, aged 76,

David Ingersoll do. June 11, 1812

Jain Thacher; chosen June 7, 1816; died Occ 5,
1828, aged 6L

Josiah Spencer ; do. Oect. 15, 1820,
- Nuthan Bassett; do.  Mareh 17, 1626,

Hubbard Bartlett ; chosen Jan. 23, 1329,

Physicians. .

Gideon Thompson ; native of Goshen, Con.; moved
to Golway, N. X, :

Evastus Sergeant 5 native of Stockbridge ; graduate
of D.-ripourh College, 170

;'\;-.r.haniel Thayer; native of Boston § died at Weat-
field.

Hubbard Bartlett 3 native of Richmond.

Asa (. Welch ; native of Norfolk, Con.

Lawyers,

Rollin C. Dewey; native of Sheffield ; admitted te
the bar in 1913 ; moved o Indiana.

Alvan Coe; native of Granville § now a clergyman
at Bandusky, Ohio,

Asenstus Collins § native of Guilford, Con. 5 now li-
ving i Westfield.

Wittt Pocrer, Jun. 3 native of Hadley ; graduate of
Willams College, 1813 ; admitted to the bar in 1817:
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Lawson D. Bidwell ; native of Tyringham ; graduntz
lof' Wililame College, 1814 ; admitted to the bar by
817. :

Jugtices of the Peace.
Ebenezer Jenkius 3 died in 1810, aged 74.
Jusiati Yale ; do. 1822, 70,
Joseph Whlton, do. 1828 w69,

Jared Bradley ; do. 1814, LU §
Jedediah Crocker.
Jolin Nye; do. 1826, < Wi

William Strgis.
John Freese.
Augustus Collins,
Roitin C. Dewey.
“James Whiton.
Gershom Bassett.
Juhn B. Perry.
Stephen Thacher
Abijah Merrill. .
Wiliiam Porter, Jun.
Nathanicl Tremuin.
Walter Lafn.

" Luwson D. Bidwell.
Chatle- M. Owen.
Hubbard Barlett.



A HISTORY
oF THE

TOWN OF PITTSFIELD.

BY HENRY K. STRONG, A. M.

Ix the year 1752, the settlement of this town was
. eommcnced by Solomon Deming, who moved his Funely
. from Wethersfield, Con., and built a dwelling in the vast
art ol the town,nenr where Win, Wells now hive~, Cha’s.
nodrich came next; and soou after a munber of il
ers, Most of the interesting facts and anecdntes relas
- ting to the first settlement, are now lost. Ten years
agn, many of the intelligent faihers were alive to tell
the story 5 but now no daring pinneer of the wildernesa
can teli how the Indian roamed through the toresi, or
fished and hunted hy the side of our rivers, '

M . Gondrich, who died in 1315, in the 96th year of
hin age, drove the first cart and teawm into he town from
Wethersfield, being obliged to cut hia way for s number
of miles through rhe wouds,

Mrs. Deming was the first white female that came in-
tn the town 5 and was often left alone through the night
bv the necessary absence of her hushand. wheo there
was not another white inhabitant in the town, a:;.d the
wilderness was filled with ludians.  8he was the lnst, an
well as first, of the aettlers, and departed this lile,
March, 1818, aged 92, )

[n 1753, Simeou Crofoot, Charles Goodrich, Jacob
Ensign, Solemon Dining, Biuephen Crofont, Swunel
Taslor, ad Elias Willard, oliained an act from the
G. 'vral Courl, menrpsradug them by the man of
s Tor Proprictors of the settling lots in the topaship
of Poontvosack,” Poontoosuck wus the Indian nam e

1
1
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of this place, which it retained unti! 1761, when the
town was incorporated by the name of Piustield, in hoe
aor of the celebrated English statesman, William Pit,

On the 3thh day of July, 1753, the proprietore nati-
fied Hon. Joseph Dwight, of Stockbridge, -ihat he wag
appointed by the government to call the firse town mee
ing. Accordingly, on the 12tl of S8eptember following,
the lirst tnwn meeting was held at the house of Elias
Willard, when Hezekiali Jones was choesen mnderuator,
and David Bush town clerk.  The first vote that passed
after the meeting was organized, was 1o raise money for
the suppaort of religious msiruction, and the second wagp
to huild a mceting-house. .

The proprietors were driven off once or twice by the
Indians in the time of the-second French wary and in
the vear 1955, a man by the name of Stephens, of Lens
ox, was shot frnm bis horee in the south part of that town,
while astemnpting to flec to Btockbridge, His horse wae
likewise killed 3 while a young woman by the name of
Pizrcey, from this town, who was on the horse with My,
Stephens, escaped.

The inhabitants erected three small forts, as places of
aafely against the Indians; two in the east, and one in
the west part of the town.

The one in the west pact, was erected abaur 50 rods
south of the West pond, on an eminence that overlooks
all thar part of the town. The one in the east part was
erected a few rods west of the house of Joseph Shearer,
Esq., and the other near where Gen. Willis now lives,

Tie records of the town have been regularly kept,
from the time of the first thwn meeting to rthe present,
excepting from August, 1753, to Beptember, 1758, more
than four years, It is supposed te he occasioned by
Indian hnstilities in the Freuch war.

The first house for public worship was erected a little
south of the present Congregational meeting house,
The Rev. Thomas Alten received a unanimous call on
the 5ih of March, 1764, and was ordained on the 1Sth
of Aprit fuliowing. Mr. Allen continued the pastor of
a happy and united congregation for about 40 years.

During the presidency of Mr, Jefferson, that spirit of
political rancour that infected every class of citizens in
this couatry, arruying fathers, brethers, zone, and

~
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neighihours, against each other, entered even the
sanctary ol the church. A namber of Mr Allen’s
church and congregation withdrew, and were ineurpare-
ted by rthe Legislature into a seprrate parish in 1808,
Thas presecting to the world the ridiculows speetacle of
a church divided on party polities, and known by the
party names of the day 3 a federal chureh in opposition
1o a republican chuich. Mt Thomas Pundersen was
ordained pastor of the dissenting parisi: un ‘he 26:h of
Qcrober, 1909,  Worndown by trouble and the intirm-
itier of age. Mr. Allen died on the morning of the 11h
of F(,hmary, 1810, aged 67, lmd in the 46th ycur of
his ministry,

The bereaved charch and ronaregalicm invited Mr.
William Allen, now President of Bowdoin Collves, 1o
settle over the congregntion of his father.  He accepred,
and was orduined int October, 1810, 'The two ¢ hur(‘hcs
remained separate abont 8 years. . At length it was
acen that party spirit was not the spirit of Cheist, and
both parishes werc wnited again in 1317, M Allen
and Mr. Punderson were both dismissed, and thie Rev.
Heman Humphrey, now President of Amherst College,
waa installed over the united cougregation, Nav, 27,
1817. Mr. Humphrey, nnusuaity beloved hy hes chuich

. and eongregation, continued a suceessful pastor. untik
called by che trystebs of Amherst College to preside
over that institution, i 1823,

He was suceeeded by the Rev, Rufus W, Daalgv. wha
was ordained April 15, 1521, ar d dismiszed in 1627,
on account of lll bealti. The Rev. Beury P Tappim,.
the present minister, was ordzined Sepr. 17, 1829,

There bave heen two powerful revivals of religion in
this chureh and congregution ; one in 1821, during the
miniziry of My, Humnhrey, and enother in 1827, du-
ring the winistry of Mr. Bailey.

'There 1s a Bapist, an Episcopal Methedist, and a
wna!l Reforined Methodist church in the town.

The Rev. John Francis was the first Baptist minister.
The eharch were deprived of the serviees of this excel-
lent maain 1813, The Rev. Augustus Beach is Lhe
pres.ont paator of the Baptist ehurch,

‘Thuese charches have bsen fraquently blessed with ves
vivaly of religion.



PITTSFIELD. 365

The first thing that appears on the rvecords of the
town, relating to the Revolution, was a petition for a
towit meeting, about a year before the coinmencement
of hostilities. As aothing of this kind can be uninter-
esting, I shall 1ake the liberty to insert it :— '

* We, ihe subscribers, inhabitants and (recholdersin
the tnwn of Pittsfield, do humblv request the selecimen
of aaid town, to issue a warrant directed to the comsta-
bles, or etherwise to post the saire on the meeting-
hause, for the assembling the freeholders and other in-
habitants of said tuwn, to canvene at said meeting-house
nn ‘Tuesday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M., to act and do
what the town shall think proper respecting the efrenlar
letters to this town (rom the town of Boston, and oiher
towna in this Province : and such other things and mat-
ters as the said town shall think proper in regard to the
invaded liberties and privileges of this country.

James Easton, John Brown,
John Streng, Matthew Wright,
Ezekiel Root, David Noble,
Oliver Root, Daniel Weller,

Timathy Childe, James Noble,

Pittsfield, June 24, 17747 )

The selectmen called a town meeting on the 30th of
June, when the following genttemen were chosen a
gtanding conmmittee of safety and correspondence, to
correspond with the corresponding committees of this
sod other provinces, viz. Rev. Thomas Allen, Deacon
Jaines Easton, Col, John Brown, Deacoo Jusiah Wright,
Capt. John Strong, Capt. David Noble, and Capt. Da-
vid Bush,

It was then voted to enier into a covenant of mutial
defcnce with the other towns in the Province, and to
adopt the covenant, drafied at Worceater, literally. It
was next voted to send delegates to meet in Coumy
Convention at Stockbridge ; and James Easton, Cof,
John Brown, and Jobn Strong, were appointed dele-

ates.
§ On the 15th day of August, 1774, Dr. Timothy Childs
and Capt, John Strong were chnsen a cnmmittee to draw
wp a petition_to the ** Hon. Old Court,”- as i was then
called, < not lo transact any business this term.” Thig

d1*
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was among the first acts nl oppnsitidn to_ tha._King’s
courss in this country.  The ollowing is the petitim @

« Ty the Honourable Hiz M. jesty’s Justices af the Ins
ferior Cowrt of Common Pleas for the Count of
Derkshire : The Petition of the tnkabitants of the
Town af Pitisfield, wssembled in town meeting, on
Monday. the 15th day of August, Y774.

Humbly sheweth : Thai whercas two late acts of the
Tritiel Parfinment, for superceding the charter nf this
Province. and vacating some of the principal and inva-
luable pritileges and franchises therein contained, have
passed the Roval assent, and have been published in the
Doston papers, that our obedience might be “yielded
to tham

W view jtof the greatest importance to the well he-
1og of this Province, that the people of it utterly refure
tlie least submission to 1he eaid acts, and on no conside-
ration o vie'd cbuedience to 1hem, or directly or indi-
recudy tn countenance their taking ploce of those acts
among us, bat resist them ra the last exreminy.

In order in the safest manner to avoid this threatens
ing eulamiry, it is in our opinion highly necessary (hat
no business be transacted in the taw; but thet the
conrts of justice immediately ccase, and the people ‘of
tlis Province fall into a stat: of nature, unti) onr griev-
ahces are fully rédressed. by a final repeal of these in-
Jjurivus, oppressive, and nnennstitusional acts,  We have
the pleasure to find that this is the sentiment of the
greater part of the people of this provinee, and we are
persuaded that no man that duly under~tands the siate
of our publie affairs. who has husiness at the approach-
ing term. but will advise and consent tv the same, and
willingly undergo personal inconvenience for the pub.i¢
good.  We do therefore remonstrate against the hold-
ing any courrs in this County. unti! these acts shall be
repealed: and we hope that your Honours will not be
of a different apinion trom the good people in this Couns
tv. Qur reasons for ho'ding no courts in the present
situdtion of affairs, are as follnws :—Some reasons why
wur Inferior Court cannot be held i its ancient form,
and agreeable to charter, now the new acts are pub-
Kabed ¢ :
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. IMhey are now heid n the ancient form, this will
Be in direct vielation of those laws, aud in defiance of
them,

2. Whatever business shall be transaceed.in the an«
gient fomn, now those laws are in foree, witl be illegal,
and liahle afterwards to be wholly set aride.

3. The Honoruble Judges wiil expose themselves, by
not submitting the new acts by tran=acting business in
the uld form, or agrecable to uur charler, t0 an inime-
diate loss of their | omnmissions,

4. It will be much greater coutempt of those luws, ta
trancacl business it the aocient form, or agrecable 1o our
charter, than to do nune at all,

5. 'This course of procedure will ter:d to hiring matters
io 2 more unhappy crisis, which we would chovece by all

meana to aveid, thap to neglect w do any business,

6. The new acte will inzensibly steal in upon us, un+
der pretence of doing businese after the ancient consti-
tution 3 thereloure, ae soon as the 1iew acls ure in whaole
or in part in force, as they now are, 1fo court ought to
be held in the ancient form.

Our veasons why our Inferior Court ought to be leld
at the approaching term, are as follows : °

1. We have undcubted intelligence frous York and
Boston thar the said acts have passed the Roval assent

2. We plso ave informed of their arvivel in Bosteu.

3. It i highly probabie they are published in form
by tbe Governor by this present time, in order due cbes
dience be rendered to them.

4. We ough? to bear the mast early testimony agaiust
those acts, aud set a good example for the rest of the
Proviuce to copy after,

5. Some parts of thoee aets have taken place already ¢
that part of which dis=olves the Council by whose 1 d-
vice the former compmissions were grented out, and that
part of which empowers the Governor to grant n. w
commissiona without advice of the Council, arrd also
that which respeete town meetings. For these, and
other reasons, it plainty appears to be of dangercus
consequences 1o do any business in the law, until the
repeal of those aets, as would most certainly imply
some degree of eabinisaion 10 thewn, the least appram
#bce of which sught not to be admitted. The honour .
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of the Court has goad grounds to neglect to do kusiness
in the law, and the people just necasion to petition tor
it, and insist upon it, without adiniting a refusal,”

Muny patrio.ic ucts and resolves appear on the town
records, of which ne mention cun e made in this work.
Dut that posterity may know that their ancestors did
g-vnething besides pass resolves, we insert the foliow-
Ing votes, passed the 24ih of January, 1774+

 Voted, lat That the town pay the sum of one shil-
ling and six pence per day, to each and every piquet or.
. -:ite mant, that have or shall heveafter enlist into the
piquet company in the tewn of Phusfield, onder the
command of Capt. David Noble : Promded that each
and every man cnlisted as aforesaid, shall equip and
furnish himself witk proper and sufficient arms and ac-
cautrements fit for war, and srand ready at a minute’s
warning to march and oppose the enemtes of our coun-
try, if called therete.  And provided, nevertheless, that
each piquet man, as aforesaid, appear and exercise 3
hours for each and every half day ; and in case any
person ealisted as aforesaid, shall make default in gp-
pearing a3 aforesaid to excrcise, after being properly
nutified for thai purpose, each aud every person making.
such default; shall forfeit the sum f three shillings per
day. to he paid or deducted out of his wages hereby
granted himn 5 unless such person making such default
have a reasonahle excuse for his absence 3 and the ofti-
cers of said piquet are hereby appointed judges to de-
termine the performance of the premises aforesaid.

. 2d. That the piquet company exereise four half days
per mouth, from this time antil further crders from this
town.”

In March 30, .1748 the following vote passed, viz.
% That money suflicient to purchase 32 shirts, 32 pair
of atockings, and 32 pair of shoes for the vse of the sol-
diers now_ in the Continental army, from this town, be
made into a tax 3 szid money to be raised immediately,
in the same method that the other town taxes have been
laid this year.”

In May following, it was voted by the town, ** That
the commissionted officers be empowered 1o promise
£180 to 6 able bodied men, to serve in the continental
army the terin of 9 months.”
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- On the 20th of December. 1780, a committee, cho-
sen hy the rown 10 devise what ineasures (the town would
tuke for raising 16 Contineural soldiers, made the fol-
lowiitg report, which was accepted by .the town ;

‘ That it is the opinion of the comuiitree that the town
chnose two thorough men to wct as & committee 1 hire
#aixteen men ; and to obligate thewnselves on the credit
of the town to pay each man the sum of LW inhard |
maney, over and above Btate and Continenral pay a: &
rewards, within three weeks; or otherwise to puy such
persnis to their acceptance and salisfaction.””

The following votes passed in town meeting. ¥Viurch
25, 1776. Tlose who have read Trumball’'s McFin- .
gal, especially the method of handliag Tories, as it wan
calted. cannot but think it exceedingly funny that the
poor fellows should not only pass through the ordeal of
Aandling, but be obliged Lo pay for it

Tirections for the Committee of Inspection.

“ Wlhereas the committee of inspeciiou and enrres-
Rclmdcnce have made application to this town at their

~relt meeting, 1776, for direntions how tn recover pay
for handling persons that appeared to be inimical o
their country;

Voted, Lsi. That this town determine that suid com-
mittee, conaisting or having consisted of who they may,
are une and ‘he same from their first appoinuoent to
this day, und that all their transuetiodp and determina-
tiona vughe Lo be considered 1he actions and provedu.cs
of an adjonrned esurt.  Consequently, all matters and
things that have not been finally detertnined, shali have
day with them; and that if there be any matiers and
things before them that are not yet determined upon,
they, the comrhittee. as it now stande, have as full puw-

" er and anthority to act upon as ever they had; and if
any persona have upon trial appeared inimicai to 1h=ir
country, or hereafter on trial shall appear so, they are
hereby empnwered, g0 far as our united influence can
support them, to tax siuch persons for their time thercin
expended.on triul, ard for all other neceasary charges;
and on refusal, tn be commiued to the cotnmon gaol, or
be otherwise confined 1ill paid. and in all other respecta
to deal with them ss to punishment according to the di
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rection of the Cantinental Congress, Provincial Gons
gress, or General Assembly. : .

Voted, 2d. That if said commitiee shull apprihend
any person or persons aud courene betore them whom
they suspect 10 be inimical w their counuy, or 10 be
guitty of any other wmisdemeanors, and upou wial wre
found innocent, i that case the sard connnitice have ng
pav for their time aud cost.

Voted. Id. That it any complaint shall be brought
before the said connnittee by any person or persuns,
and i any complaine so brought Le supported, then the
effeder be ordered by the said commitee to pay all
cosras and it the offender shall refuse to comply i
Paving costs, thenr the offender shall be ordered w con-
finetmeur in the comimon gaol or clsewhere, until he
com:ly wud pay the cost, together with Uhe continement,
with the charge thereof; ané in case any complairant
eliall not support his complaint, said complainant shall
be holden to pay all costs, and on lis vetusal, shall be
holden and commisted as aforesnid.”

Pirtsfield i= situated near the centre of the County of
Berkyhire. [t'is bounded on the north by Lanesho-
rongh ; on the east by Daltvn and Washingron ; on the
sauth by Levox and Richmond; and on the west by
Haucnck and Richmond. It is six miles square, and
contained in 1820, 276S inhabitants, [t now containe
prubably 3600, about 10 to a square mile.

The stage road from A:bany, passing Lebanom
Bprivgs, through. Northampion te Bosion, passes
through the centre of the town, as well as a new road now
warking from Albany through 8pringfield to Boson
The only stage rvad irom Hartford to Benuington, and
the stage road through the southern part of the County
from Hudson to Benningtan, likewise passes through
this iown. Forty-two stages, besides extras, arrive and
depart weekly. '

he public square, in the centre of the town, where
the north and south, east and west roads cross each uth- -
er at right angies, contains about 4 acres of land. The
land on the south side was given to the town by the
Hon. John C. Williams. The public huildings on the
porth side are, the Town, Houes and Cungregutiongl
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@hureh ; onthe east, the Berkshire Medical Institorion,
and o the soutly, the Agricultural Bank.  In the cen-
bre is a beautiful elm, which never fails to attract the at-
tention of strangers. It is 126 feet in beighi, and 90
feet to the limbs.

There are in the town 20 stores, 7 woollen Lictaries,
one of which mmanufactures about ®211,0000 woth of
cloth per anmam ; 1 gun factory, which manufhcturee
for the U. 3. Govermment 2200 stand of arne, which
amount to $30.000 annually ; I carriage factory, wh:ch
rmanufactures 30,000 worth of carriages, mostly for
the Now York market; 1 extensive tn establishment,

br .1 extensive-lasi faciory, 2 large cabinet ware
cetavushment, 4 flour mitls, 1 dissiltery, & ’

There are three meeting-houses in the ceatre of the
village, ornatnented with spires or steeples; one Cone
grigadonal, one Baptiat, and one Medhodist.  The Res
formed Methodists have a sinall house in the west part
of the town. . .

The Agricnltural Bank, incorporated in 1818, withy
capital of S100.000, is located in this 10wi, 1he
Berkshire M-dical Institution, sitwated on the pnblie
sqiare, ba 8ix profescors and ubout 100 students,
Thare is a Livceum of Nawral History connecied with
the Institution, jucorperated by an aet of the Legisies
ture,

The Berkshire Gymnasivm, somewhat on the plaa
of the European gymaasia. was established about iwe
years sinee, a little north of the public square. This
splendid establishment was built wp by Mr. Leinuel
Poneroy, whose enterprirze has dooe rouch to beaatiiy
and udotn the town.  Three large and elegant butidings
have been erected on an elegant site, crmmented with
trees and walks, and overlooking an extensive gurden
and pleasure grounds of wncoinmon beauty.  Rew;
Chester Dewey, late Professor of Narural Phitosophy,
M. tematics and Chemistry, in Williains Collrge. is
the Principn!. assivted by reachers in the English
Branches of education, and the ancient ard modero lams

HATEH,

’ﬁw Pittsfield Seminary for Young Ladiex, now
 under the supennrerndence of Mr aud Mo< Hyde, o
sne of the most deservedly popular instiwtiens of the
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kind in the country, Teachers of eminence in the solid
ns well as the ornamental Lranehes of edecation, arc
emploved.

Besides the schools abovemmentioned, there are two
private schools in the town, in which the numiber of pu-
pits is linited to ) ar 253, o these schiools, the pupil
far tfe fime is adopted into the family of the wacher,
and enjnys at all times the rocicty as well as instruetion
of histeacher. The first schonl of this kind was estaly-
lished abont three years since, by M. Charles Dilling-
ham, formerly one of the teachrrs of the Deaf and
Diinb A=ylum in Philadelphia, with cemplete success,
Hi= scholars are mostly from Atbany, New York, and
Phitadefphia.  Henyy K. Sirong, formerly Preceptor
of the Pittsfield A-ndemy, has just commenced the
other. In all the literary lnstitutions in Pittsficld, there
are are about 300 students from abroad.

Bagides the schonls already mentioned for scholars
fiom abroad, the town are doing much for the education
of their own children.  The suio of F16J0 is raised by
tha town in an annmal tax [or the suppoit of conumon
schonts. while a number of gelect schools are supported
by individuals.

"There are two newspapera published in the town, the
Pittefield Sun and the Arens. The Pitsfivid $un was
cormnenced in 1801, by Hon, Phinehas Allen, it pre-
get conductor. The Avgus was established in 1827,
by Henry K. Strong, and is now conducted by Bamuel
W. Pousty,

The Berkshire American was commenced hege in
1]28 by Dr. A. Greene. It was moved to Adams in
1827.

Th» Berkshire Reporter was published here in [812,
Lot is now discontinned. )

Pitrsfeld has no tnauntaing, except a paint of Lenox
mawrain on the seath, which ¢xronds a short distance
int+ 1the town. The Tacoric mountain in TFaneack,
however runs nearty parallel with the owa line on the
west ad a continance of the Green Mountain range
bon d= the town oo the east,

The Waneatoie river, which is formed by a number
of hr ok« in the smmmtaio towne cast of Palan, erorg
this town at the porth-easl corner, and alier runming
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nbout 4 miles in a south-westerly direction, and within
haif a mile of the centre of the village it takes a south-
erly direction, which it preserves through the town.
There are somc fine water privileges on this stream,
some of which are unuccupied.

The Pontoosuc river, or as it is sometimes called, the
western branch of the Housatonic, Aows from a small
but beautiful Jake, partly in this town and partly in
Lianesborough. 1t is a beautiful sheet of water, about
o mile and a half long, and a mile wide. The river is
formed by the outlet of the lake, which is at the south-
east corner. This stream runs oearly south, and passes
the village of Pitisfield, about half a mile to the west
It pursues a southerly course about three-fourths of a
mile to the south of the centre of the village, where it
turns to the east and unites with the Housatonic. As
this stream originates in a lake, itis not aflected by
droughts or freshets, while the fall is so considerable as
tn furnish a great number of invaluable water privileges,
Mast of the factories in the town are on this stream.

The Shuker brook originates in Richmond. poud, on
the south line of the town. [t runs north-easterly and
unites with Pontousue river. There are guod water
pri\;liieges on this brook, two of which are already occu-

ied.

The sotl is generally rich and nroduetive, There ip
‘Httle or no waste land in the town, There is a large
quantity of alluvial land o the rivers, especially on the
Huousatonic, which uwsually overflows its banks in the
spring-  There was formerly mach wheat and rye rais-
eid in this town for market, and the merchanis exehan-

eged beef, pork, buiter, and cheese, for goods in New
ork. This s not now the case. A manufacturing
end mechameal population, together with the schools,
have within ten years created u marker at home. No
butter, cheese, heef, or pork, is now carried ot of 1he
town, but considerable quastities are now brouglt in
from the nrighhouring towns ; and mare than 3000 hblg
ol western flowr ave retailed by the merchants sunualiy.

Members of Congress from Pitisficld,
Eimon Larred. 1806 0 180T,
E.chiel Buacony 1907 1 1813,
Joliw W, Hulbert, 181510 131%
%
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Members of the Senate of this State.
Timothy Clulds, 1505 to (509,
Phinchas Allen, 18519 w0 18 L,
Jonathan Allen, 1522 and 23,

Samuel M. McKay, 1029

Members of the Provincial Congress.
John Brown, at Concord, March Z2. 1575.
Charles Goodrich, at Cambridge, Feb. 15, 1775

Representatives to the State Legisiature,
Piustield tirst represented May 31, 176D. by

Capt. Charles Goodrich,
1770

Capt. Charles G'oodrich;

17%1.
Wiiliam Williams, Esq.

1772, '
William Witliams, Exq.

1773.

Capt. Charles Goodrich.

1774,
James Easton,

1775
Capt. Charles Goodrich.
Yarael Dickivison.

1776,
Valentine Rathbone,
Israel Dickinson.

1777
Valentine Rathbone,
Josiah Wright,
Eli Root.

178,
Col. John Brown.

1799,
Col. William Williams,
James Noble

: 1780,

Capt. Charlex Goodrich,

175t

Col. William Williams.
1762,
No one.

15763.

No one.
1784,

Dr. Timashy Childe.
1755.

Capt. Charles Goodrich.
1756

Dr. Timothy Childs
1787%.
Henry ¥an Skaack, Esq.
Capt. David Bush.
1788,
Capt. David Bush,
Woodbridee Litle, Esq.
. 1989
Woodbridge Little, Esq.
1590.
Woadbridge Little, Esq.
1599,
Simon Larncd. Esq,
1792, .
Cant. Dauief Hubhard.
Dr, Timathy Childs.
- 1793.
Capt. Daniel Hubbard,
Dr. Timothy Childs,
1793,
John C. Williams, Eeq.
1795.
Jalin €. Williams, Esq.
1796,
John C Williams, Esq-
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John C. Williams, Esq.
1793,

Jolin C, Williams, Esq,
1799

Ashbel Btrong, Esq.
15800

Joha C. Williams, Esq.
180

Joshua Danlorth, Esq.
[$71,%-4

Joshua Darforth, Esq.
1503,

Joshua Danforth, Esq.
15904

Dr. Timothy Childs,
Thomas Alten, Jun
1305,
Thomas Alien, Jun.
Simeon Griswold.
1806,
Joahua Danforth.
Simeon Griswold.
1307,
Bimean Griswald.
John Churehill.
1509,
Joshua Danforth,
* Yaho Churchsll,
Joseph Shearer.
ik09.
Bimeon Griswold,
John Churchill,
Joscph Shearer,
isSt0.
Jeha Churchill,
Joseph Sheurer,
Jumes Brown,
Oren Goodrich,
- 1811.
Timathy Childs,
James Brown,

Oren Goodrich,

Horace Allen,
1312,

- Timothy Childs,

Oren (roodrich,
Jonathan A leny -
John B. Rooc
1813.
John B. let,
Caleh Wadhams,
John Dickinson,
Stmeon Brown.

. 1814,
Timothy Childs,
Simeon Griswold,
Johu Churehill,
Phinehas Allen

1815,
Oren Goodrich,
John Drickingon,
Phinehas Allen,
Oliver Robbina

1816.
Jonathao Allen,
Diver Robbins,
Joe! Stevens,

. Henry H. Childs

1817,
Jonathan A'len.
1518,
Phinehas Allen.
1814,
Ovren Goodrich,
15820,
Jonashan Atlen.
1521,
Jonoathan Allen,
William C. Jarvie.
1822,
William C. Jarvis.
1523,
Williamy C. Jarvie
Daniel B. Bush,
Samuel M, McKay,
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Oren Gaodrich. Thomnas B. Strorfy,
132t Duniel B. Bush,
Wiltiam C. Jarvis, .| Henry H. Childg
Sanuel M. McKay. 192,
1920, Thmnas B, Strong,
Sum el M. McKay. Dyaatiel B, Bush,
Li*26. Sanuel M. McKay,
SBamuel M McKay, Daniel H. Fraucis,
Mauhias R. Lanckton. 1429,
1527, Thomas B. Strong.
Matthias R. Lanckron. 3 : .

Physicians in Pittsfield.
Timathy Clulds, M. D.; born at Deeclield ; eduss-
ted a: Harvard College; died 1821,
Jonarhan Lee ; deceased.
William Kirtredge 5 deceased.
Githert Jennie; reinesed,
Daniel James ; removed 1o Albany.
Dr. Stuttevant.; removed.
De. Jones; removed to Stockbridge.
H. H. Childs, M. D.
John Yames, M. D. ; removed.
Ira Wright; removed.
Oren Wright.
Pr. Bennet; removed.
Dr. Gunn ; removed.
Jolin P. Batchelder. M. D. ; remmed to Uise
John De Lamatter, M. D.; removed.
D, Coleman.
Oliver 8. Root M. D.
Robert Cumpbell, M. D,

Lawyers.
Born. Educated. Ad to the Bar
Woodbridge Little.* Y. 1560 about 1770
John Brown,* Sandisfeld, Y. 1771 do. 1793

Ashbel Strong,* N. Marthorough, Y. 1776 da. 1374
John C. Willizms, Roxbury, H. 1737 do. 17734
Tlhomas (old,* Cornwall, Ct. Y. 1798 do. do.

Thamnas Alon,® Pitrstield, W. 1789 do. 17
Jokn W. Hurlburt, Allovd, do. 1794
Ezekiel Bacon, Siockhvidge, Y. 1TH 1793

‘Thmlnaa B. Swoag, N. Mariwere’, X, 1797 1994
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* Bora, Educoted. Ad.to the Bar
Renry Hubbard, Sheili.-d, 1.:06
Lo her Washbuen, Hardwick, 107
Mives Heyden. Conway, W. 1804 1508
Thoinan A. Goid. Piusfield, W. 18 1509
Jushaly B. Lnce,®*  do. W, — do. |
Chauncey Hurthurt, Alford, do.
Daid Perry. Jun., Rehoboth, do.
Jotn Hosker. Spring teld, do.
Fordee Merrick,* Pinstield, 1511
Willium C, Jarvis. Boston, do,
Reynold M. Hirby, Lichfield, Con. do.
SMeary W, Taylor, Pintsfiold, 1512
Wolcott Lawrerce, Washinglon, do.
Paniei B. Bush, Pittsfield, 1814
Calvio Marun, Hancoek, do.
John P srier, Dalton, W, 1510 1817
Matthias R, Lanckion, Pittsfield. do.
dostah Hooker, Springiield, Y. 1515 1520

" *Died in town. Those in #ialics have removed.

Rev. Thomas Alien was horu at Norshampton, Jan,,
17, 1743. He was educated ai Harvaid C'oollege, gra-
duated in 1762 and stdied theology wnder the instruee
tion of Rev, My, Hooker, of Northamptan, On the
18ih of April, 1764, be was ordained the first minister
of Puslield, where, during a ininisiry of 46 years, he
laboured to proinote the emnporal as well as spiritual
welfare of the town. M. Atlen was simple and conr-
teous in his manners, gealous in marters of belief, warm
in his attachinents. and (rank in his repreofs of those he
considered in the wrong. His fraukness and zeal
sometimes exposed him to the charge of indiscretion.
Couvinced that the Amnerican Revolusion was fodnded
in justice, lie engaged in it upou & principle of duy,
He was chairman of the commitieg of correspondence,
chpsen by the tawn in 1774, Lonstitationally ard-nt
and intrenid, he was impelled in these tryiug times 1o
take up arms in his country’s cause. . When a drrach.
ment of Burgoyne’s troops had penctrated as far as the
vicinity of Bennington, he marched with the velunteep
militia of this town to meet and repel the invasion. Be.
fore the ettack was conunviced, being posied oppasitg
90 that wing of the enem%:g’hich was principally corg.
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pos:d of refugees, who had juined the invaders, bé ad-
va-peod in ftoss of our miiitia, and in @ voice distinetly
he ted by those tories in th i breastw ork, exhorted them
trs lay downthei- anns, a siring themn uf guod treatment,
“and warning thewm of the consequences of a refusal

doving periormed what he cousidered a religious dury,
and hoing fired upon, he resumed his place in the ranke,
and whan the signai was given, was among the foremost
in a-tacking the enemy’s works,

He was a Calvinistin sentiment, and in ecclesjastical
goverament, a Congregationaliar;  believing that Con-~
gregationalism in the chiureh wax analogous 10 Republi-
canisin in the state.  On prineiple he was oppused to
"Presbyiervianism gnd Episeopacy, as he was to aristocra-
cy and monarchy in civil government, . He died Feb.
11, 1510, aged 67, During hisininister. 341 were ad-
ded wthe church 3 57 during Res. Williain Allen’s ; 56
during Rev, My, Punderson’s; 214 during Rev. Mr,
Homphrey’s; 89 during Reve Mr Bailey’s. ko was
organized in 1764, and then eonsisred of 7 male mem-
bers. There are at present, h63 cupnnunicanm.

Col, John Brawn was horn in Bandisteld, in this
Connty, Oct. 19,1744, He graduaied at Yale College
4n e vear 1771, studied law in Rhode Island. and
commenced practice in this town, 1773, Being daring,
mnd at the samse time prodent, and baving a fine persg-
nial address, he was seleeted by ihe Comminee of Cor-
respondence of this State, in 1774, tor the hazardoos
enterprize of going to Canada tw excite ti.e people of
that Provinee against the mother eountry, and atrach
them to the cause of the Revolution. He went early in
the spring of 1734, and returning again in the autumn,
went again in 1776, Before Gen. Arnold®s characrer
was generally known, when his reputation was the high-
est. Uo!. Brown publi-hed a handbill against him, con-
taiing 13 o 14 avricles s and among other things, char-
ged hm with levying coutributions on’the inhahitanis of

. Cunada. fur his own private use and benefic.  Twe
years hefore the treason of Arnold, Col, Browo remarks
ed o Eikanan Watson, E-q., that ¢ sneh was the hase-
mess of s uaer—lus ivve of wold—hat if the Bris=h
should £i.1d oyt the man, be would prove a traitor to hia
oountry.”
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He was elected by this town a delegate to the Provin-
cial Congress whicl was halden at Cambridg, | Fob, 15,
1775, and in 1773, 2 member of the renerm! Comr, 1n
Dec. 1775, hs marched ar the hewd of o regiment of mi-
Hitw 1o Muunt Indepevd.nge.  Aiter the batle of Ben-
ningtoii. beivg sent by Ge... Lineoln nith adoraclment
to surprize the garrizons at Vicundevoga and Mane En-
dependence, then in the hauds of the British, he mude
himself master of the outposts, took an urmed sInp. ~eve-
ral gun-bauars, 200 battearx, a quantity of arm: and -m-
munition, and retook a standard and about 100 Annerie
can prisoners. Nor being ahle to capture the fort-, he
retnrned with his booty to Gen. Lincoln.  This hrave
soldier and partriot was kitled at Srone Arabia, in Pala-

“tine, N. Y., in an ambuscade of Canadians, tnries, and
1udians, on his birth-day, Oct. 19, 1780, at the age of
'36. Forty-live of his men were likewise killed, many
of whom narched from this vicinity about oue week be-
fore. ‘They were led into the ambush by a rruitor,

Col. Simon Larue! was born at Thompson, Con.,
io 1756. He came tothis town in 1784, He was an
offic:r of merit in the Revoluwtionary war, and onee re-.
preseuted this District in Congress.  He wax for many
years Sheritl of this County, which station he tilled
with credit o himself and fidelity to the govermment.
At the coinmencement of the {are war with Gryar Bei-
tain, he was appoioted Colonel of the 9th regiment of
U. 8. infantry, and served through the war. He died
Nov. 16, 1817, agued 61 years. .

Cob Qlivey Root camne into this town from Westiield,
in 17—, He was a soldier in the secoud French war,
and un ofticer in' the war of the Revolutim. He was
with Col. Browu at the fatal encounter with the ("ana-
dians, tories, and Indians, in 1760. He died May 24,
1526, aged 55.

Cul. William Williams was ammong the firat setilers
of the towr, He was Chiel Justice of 1he Coun of
Comnon Pleas for this County, Judge of Probate, and
a representative of the town for many years, He died
Apal B, 1783, aged 5. :

Wondbridge Litle. Esq., was the firs¢ lawyer inn the
town. He trst studied theology, but onty preached as a
candidate, and aiterwarde studied law, gle died June
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21. 1813, aged 72, leasing most of his property to cha-
ritable institutions,

Tliomas Gold, Esq., a dlatmgumhed lawyer and advo-
cate, was born in Cormwall, Con., gradaared ar Yale
Cullege 1773, and seuted in this 10wn 1792, He sus-
taiu~d variou» oftices, such as selectman of the town,
President of the Acricultural Society, and President of
the Agriculteral Bank,

Charles Gouodrich, Esq., came into this town fiom
Wethersfield, Con., when there wa- but one building in
it [Ie drove the first team into town, introduced and
held the first plough. He was 2 member of the Pro-
vincial Congress, which was held at Concord, Aprii 12,
1774, and a number of years a member of the (reneral
Couri. He was also a Jusiiee of the Court of Cunmon
Pleas for the Couary of Berkshire. He lived 63 years
in | e town, and died Nov. 16, 1816, aged 96.

Hon. Timothy Childs was born at Deerfield, in thig
State, in 1748, He entered Harvard College in 1764,
and studied physic and surgery under Dy, William=, of
Deeriield ; and in 1771, at the nge oi 24, commenced
practice in this town. No young mun entered more
gealously jute the cause of the Revolution than D
Childs.

In 1774, he took a commission in a company of mi=
nute wen, under the eommand of Capt. David Noble,
ard when the news of the batile of Lexington was re«
ceived, he marched with the company to Boston, where
he was soon after appointed s surgeon of the army. In
1777, he left the army and resumed his practice n this
towi, and continued in ictill less than a week before
his death, which happened on the 20th of February,
1821, at the age of 75. :

Dr. Childs represented this town many yeara in the
Legislature of this Cornmonwealth, and was likewisi: a
ninher of timea a member of the SBenate. The Tlni-
versity of Cambridge conferred on bim the d.gree of
Doctor of Medicine, He was a member of the Mag-
pachusetrs Midical Saciviy, aud President of the Dis-
trict Society, composed of Feflowe of the State Society.
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TOWN OF DALTON,

‘MY REV, EHENEZER JENKINGE.

-

T'ara town was formerly called A<hnelot, or Ashueldd
“Bqnivalent ; beeause it was granted to Oliver Partridge
and others, & company in Hatfield, to make up a toss
they had sustained in 4 grant made to them on A<hue
Yo:1 river, which was fmind, when the line was estabiich.
ed hetween Mussachusetts and New Hampshire, 1o be
within the bounds of the latter Siate.  The Legislature
of N..w Hampshire ctaim=d it of the cnmpuny, so lar
as they had not made a disposition of it to actual set-
tlers.  The town w.s incorporated in 1784, and calied
Dralion, after the Hon. Tristrain Dalron. then Spraker
of the House of Renresentatives  The length was (hen
about 6 niles, and the hepadih about 3. In 17496, an |
addition was inade to the town on the north-east (rom
Wid=ar, so that the town is now Hor 9 miles in leagth,
In 304, a part of the town, an the south-east. was uni-
ted with a pact of the town of Puriridgefietd. (now Peru)
and form:d inte the prerent rown of Hinsdate.  Daltun
iz bonunded by Cheshire an the vorth ; by Windsor nrd
Hinzdale on the east; by Hinsdale and Washingion on
the south 3 and hy Pittsfield oo the weat.  The ricl: und
heautifil vale of Dalton is'in the centre of the (vwi. as
the tnwn now lies. The eastern hranch of the Hourg-
stonic rns throngh it, and by a eircuitnus conrse encloses
ag an three sides, a charming elevation of ground of more
than §00acres, in the centre of 1he whole vate,  Here
the meeting-honse stands, from which, probably, three-
[purths of the houses in tewn may be ween. la thjs
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vale, most of the business of the town is transacted.
T'he wrapike from Boston to Albany, through Nurth-
auistun, passes direcily by the meeting-house  The
road to Pittspeld, 6 miles, is very good.  Indeed, de-
sceuding feom Hinsdale, and entering Dalon near the
fout of the muemitain, the road through Pittstield to the
foor of Hancock mountain, 11 niiles, is the best and
must level, for thas distance, of auy passage from cast
to we tibraugh ilie Cosnty.  There is no other open-
ing in that divection equally excellent,
Datton began o be senled about 1755, Dr. Marsh,
a geadnare of Harvard College, and a Judge of the
County Court, was minoug the {irst settifers. So were
the Chwnbertains, the M crimans, the Cadys, the (ral-
lups, the Lawrences. the Purkeex, Boardmans, &e,
The venevrable Dea. William Williams moved into the
towit some vears after, fromn Hatiteld.  He was a leader
atiel gwode 1o 1he people for many years 5 an ornament
and glory @ the town, as a oarizen and a christian,
Witen ihe Free Schonl was establishied in Williama-
town, i 1733, he was appointed oue of the trusives 3
aqad in 1793 he was appointed a trustee of Williams
Colege, Lo 1797, 99, wud 17349, he wus a Benator in
the B.ate Legisiature. He died March L, 1803, aged
7L
The Rev. Theodore Hinsdale, a sound and able di-
- wine, w0 had been dismissed (rom a church in Wird-
gor. Con, moved inte Dalion a few yvars after Dea.
Wiilams, and lived on a farm in that part of the town
whiell was eventually set off o form .ihe tawn of Hios-
_daley thus called after hix name.

This town is finely situated as to water privileges,
which have as vet been improved but in part.  Many
are anxious that men of capital ~bould eome in and 1m-
prove the unoceupied mill-sites, A farnace was erected
here 27 vears since, which did mueh husiness; but
which, alter some years, was burnt, and has not been
rebuil.  Thete are now three papcr-miils in ope-
ti on, arrist-mill, and 5 saw-nills, all within abou a
mile of the meeting-house, fromn the exiremes. We
have a poat-oflice in town, 3 stores, and 3 mverna

There was formerlv a vory valuable pine forest in
the 1own; but the demand for piuve stull’ has been so
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great, that this source of wealth is almost exhausted. A
great quantity of wood is yet to be [vund on the hills ;
from whieh a considerable gain 11 derivisd from markers
out of town. (ireat quantities of hemiock are sawed
into boards and timb v and sold abroad.. Spruce is
mnch. used for shingles.  One patent shiagle-mill fur-
nishes a great many thousand shingles yearly for mar-
ket. Hemlock bark, besides supplying twu tanneries
in town, is carried away in considerable quantities, A
turning lathe is now put in operation, which works up
chair-stuff for the New York marker. A woollen Gic-
tory is alse in successfil operation.

There is much second rate marble in the town, which
yields to the chisel sufficiently for underpinning stones,
but it is too hard {or pelish-d work,

Three wood miils have larely been erected which go
by horse power, and are thonght to be a great imgprove-
ment. One of these rifls will saw as much wond for
stoves .in a day s four men will chop, The great sd-
vantage is in the saving of Jabor. and in the saving of
the chips, which would be in part lost in cutiing wood
short with an axe. Besides, it is difficult to split wood
4 feet long. But saw the wooed 16 nr 18 inches, and
the blocks can be easily aplit  One man witl tend the
mill, aud split the blucks as {ist an they are sawed, fue
cnough for the stove. In general, the mills should be
built in the Iot, near to the wond, that the bodies af the
trees may he drawn tn the mifl without the troable of
loading the Jogs ; and the Lops can be cut with the axe
at any lengh.

The laud in general is very productive. Spring
wheat is more easily raised than in many towns in the
County, and the acil is very natural for Tudian eorn.
The meadows on the river are not xo eXtensive as on
many towns betow, through which the Housntouic pas-
ses

Few towns in the County are more industrious than
this theough the whnle year. During the winter, a man
with a good teamn may earn almost as much as he would
in the suminzr; while some towns, and especially
motatain tnwas, can do little inore in the winter thau rake
care of their stock, aid sanpyly their fires ; because they
have no market for wood and timber, This town might
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supply the town of Pitisfield, (as it perhaps has dorg;)
with more wood and timber, and stufl from saw-mills,
than any other town contiguoue 'This advantage our
peopie will probably loug enjoy,

- The Coungregational church was formed, Feb. 18,
1785,  Successive candidates were emplayed for a
number of years to supply the desk. 1n March, 1795,
the Rev.James Thompson was ordained over the church
and peaple. He continued with them wntil 1799, when
he was dismissed. After this, Mr. Hinsdale supplied
the pulpit generally. until the ordination of the present
pastor, the Rev. Ebenezer Jenningu, Sept. 8, 1802,

Since that time, there have beeu three spiritual re-
freshings: the last and most extensive was in 1827,
when abont 54, it s belteved, obrained a hope that they
were accepted of Chriet.  About that number were
added to the Congregational church, as the fruits of it.

The Congregationalists have a parsonage, devised
in the following manner : Dea. Williams solicited Col.
Isracl Williatns and Dea. Obadiah Dickinson, hoth of-
Hatfield. for two lots of new land lving in Dalton, to be
given to the Congregationai elwrch and society, and 1o
be enjoyed by no others, for the encouragement und
support of a learned minisiry.  And aceordingly deeds
wera obtaiued. made to the deacuns of the chureh, and
their suceessors in oifice, of two lots of land, found to
contain 2435 acres. These were sold by permissiun of
the General Court, and vested in other real estate, to
be held 10 the same use. A pursonage house wos pur-
chased, with a farm of 70 acrea.  Thus God ineclines the
hearts of men ta support the gospe!l of Chrixt. -

The preseut meetirg-house was built in 1812

There are a few Baptist fumilies among ns, who go
aut of tuwn, generally o Hinedale, for their own wor-
ship.

Tphere is a small society of Methodists, w hn common-
Iy have preaching semi-monthiy on the sabhath, it each
alternate week. They erose principally in 1812, though
* there were some before that tine,

We have 6 school distriers,

The Union L.hyary, exuubliched in Pitsfield and Tal-
ton, Sept. 7, 1796, was divided in 1808, 1be part g



~

DALTON, 335

ven to this town, was called the Socinl Library of Dal-
ton, and contaiped finally about 200 volumes. This
has recently been dissolved : but an eflort is making to
establish another.

Physicians,

John Wright, Abel -Kitredge, Trumbull Dorrance,
and Caleb W. Eansign,

Lawyers,

Calvin Waldo; a graduate of Dartmouth Coliege
1785 ; admitied to the bar in 1799 ; died Aug. 25,
1815, aged 56,

Henry Marsh ; a native of this town ; graduate of
Williams College 18153 admitted to the bar in 1819.

33



A HISTORY
OF THEI

TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH.

BY REVY. HENRY B. HOCKER.

Ix January, 1741, Samuel Jackson ard 75 others,
inhabitants of Framingham, in the county of Middle-
sex, petitioned the General Court to grant them a tract
of wilderness land, situated on the Housatonic river,
nezr to an Indian towr. The grant was made, and
they were authorized te survey and lacate *“ a township,
of the contents of six milcs square, adjoining south on
Indian Town, (so ¢alled,) on the Housatonic river, or
as near that place as the lard weuld allow,” upon cer-
tain conditions mentioned in said grant. Under this
nct, this township was surveyed and located. At a
meeting, held Oct, 19, 1742, the proprietors voted 1o
to call it Richfield, until a name should be given to it
by the Legialature. Jt was alterwards called New Fra-
mingharmn.

The settlement was commieneed about 1754 or 5, by
Capt. S8amuel Martin, a Mz, Brewer, and a Mr. Steales.
.A party of Indians, in the second French war, drove
ofi” these families, and Capt. Martin was the only one
who returned. A fort for the protection of the settle-
ment, was erected near where the house of Dea. Wal-
cort Hubbell now stands, On the approach of the In-
dians, the settlers fled to Pittsfield. A scout was sent
afier them from Massachusetts Fort In following
wacks which were found, two Indian chiefs were dip=
covered, stooping down and tying on their moccasons.
Each of the seouts selected one, and both chiefs were
kitled on the spot. The scout safely escaped ta the
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fort, though closely pursued by the Indiane A party
immediately set out from the fort in search of the bo-
dies of the slain chiefs, who found them buried in their
war cosiume,

Among the carliest settlers, dfter those which have
been mentioned, were Nathaniel Williams, Samuel
Tyrrell, John, Ephraim, Elijahand Miles Powel, (four
brothess,} Lieut. Andrew Squier, James Loomis, and
Ambrose Hall. They all setiled here as earlyas 1759,
William Bradley, James Goodrich, Thaddeus Curtis,
Ebenczer Squier, Benjamin and Joseph Farnum, set-
tled here not far from that time.

The town was incorporated on the 20th of June, 1765,
and then included a large part of the present town of
Cheshire. It is bounded by New Ashford on the north;
by Cheshire and Dalton on the east; by Pittsfield on
the south, and by Hancock on the west.  The length of
the town from north to south is 6 miles ; the breadth
ondthe south is G miles, and on the north 3 miles and 20
rods.

The soil is generally of an excellent quality, consist
iog principally of a clay loam ; and the chiel attention
of the inhabitaots is turned tpwards grazing. Litle
grain is raised, beside what is needed for home con-
-sumptici.

The south branch of the Hoosic rises in the .south-
east carner of the town. The west branch of the Hou-
satonic enters the town from New Ashford, passes by
the centre of the town, and runs through the large pond,
called Lanesborough pond, into Pittsfield. This pond
ts partly in the latter town. It abounds with fish, such
as pickerel, perch, and trout, and aifords at its outlet
some very valuable mill-sitec. The principal settle-
ments are on a street which extends several miles along
the eastern side of this branch of the Housatonic.  Here
are the thiee houses of worship belonging to the differ-
ent religious deuominations. The neighbouring mea-
dowa are remarkably luxuriant and beautiful, while the -
Iitlls beynnd them strike the eye with great pleasure.
The scenery {rom variops points of elevation is pictu-
resque and delight(ul.

Some valuable beds of iron ore have been found
here, from which considerable quantities of iron were

r
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formerly manufactured ; though but little attentiom
has been paid to them for some ¥years.

There are several extemsive quarries of valuahie
marble; some of which, in the western part of the towp,
wvere opened at an early period ; others, near New
Ashford, were opened 15 or 20 years ago. The prin-
cipal are on the estates of Dea Elijah Phelps, Abiel,
PFatt, Bethuel Baker, and the Hon. Judge Savage, of
New York. A large portion of the marble in the capi-
tol at Albany, was treneported froin ‘these quarries
Great fuantities are now seqt on the Western Canal in-
to the interior of New York.

The number of inhabitants in 1810 was 1303, and in
1920, 1819. The number of deaths for the last 25
years is 457, averaging 19 amuzlly. Tbhe largest num-
ter in a single year was 34, and the least 7.

There arc 8 schools in town, 5 stores, 4 taverns, 1

~ grist-mill, 4 saw.mills, and 3 mills for sawing stone.

The Congregational church, consisting of 5 males
and 3 females, was organized March 23, 1764, by Rev.
Mesors. Samuel Hopkins, of Great Barrington, and
Sug)hen West, of Stockbridge. .

elore this, the Rev, Levi Hart, afterwards Dr. Hart,
of Preston; Con., and Mr. Woodbridge Little, who af-
terwards ‘became a distinguished inhabitant of Pitts-
field, preached here for a short time. "The first pastor,
the Rev. Danjel Collins, was ordained Aprif 17, 1764 5
and the first meeting-honse was erected in 1768, though
it was not entirely finished until several years after.
The present meeting-house was built in 1828, and de-
dicated Jan. 1, 1829,

Me. Collins continued in the ministry until he died,
Aug, 26, 1822, in the 84th year of hissage; though in
the latter part of his life he bad the nssistarce of a col-
league.

He' 'was born in Guilford, Con. § took hia first degree
at Yale College in 1760, where bhe sustained the repu-
tation of a good classical scholar, and afterwards read
theology with Dr. Bellamy, of Bethlehem. Setling
here when the town was new, and discharging the vari-
ous duties of a pestor, in seasons of prosperity and ad-
versity, for nearly half a century, he had an extended
a0d happy influence in.forming the manners and habite

\
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pf the people. Some seasons of reireshing from the
presence of the Lord, occurred under his ministry,
ound in judgment, his counsel was often sought in
cages of difficulty, by churches in the vicinity and asa
distance. He possessed good sense, dignified manners,
-and exemplary piety ; was aflable, hospitable, and be-
nevolent, and greatly beloved and esteemed in all the
. relatiens of life. He was first a trustee of the Free
Bchool, and then of the College in Williamstown.

In 1812, in consequence of infirmities, he was indu-
ced to desire a colleague ; and on the 8th of July in that
.year, the Rev. John De Wity, of Catskill, N. Y., was
‘associated with him in the pastoral office. '

Mr. De Witt was dismissed on the 8th of Dec. 1813,
and afterwards settled in the second Reformed Duteh
Church in Albany. He is now a professor in the The-
ological Seminary at New Brunswick, I. J.

The Rev. Noah Sheldon was sewted as colleague
with Mr. Collins, July 15, 1818, and became sole pas-
tor upon Mr. Colling death. He was dismissed, by
reason of ill health, May 2, 1527, and now instructs a
private achool in Stockbridge, boarding the scholars in
iis own family. :

The Rev. Henry B, Hooker, the present pastor, was .
snstalled on the day of Mr. Bheldon’s dismission, hav-
ing been previously ordained an evangelist.

The number of members at the formation of the
church, wae ' 8
M. Colling {during his whole ministry) admitted 253
Mr. Sheldon admitted, after the death of Mr, C.; 14
Mr. Hotker has admitted 11

. Total, 316
The number of members, .at the commencement of
.the present year, was 74.
Deacons,
Ebenezer Buck ; died 1805, aged 90..
‘Azariah Rood ; removed to ¥Yermont
WNehemwish Bull ; chasen 1780 ; died Dec 18185,
.aged 77, ' ’
Ebenezer 8quier; chosen 1783 ; died 1797, aged 67,
Andrew Bquier; chosen 1798 died 1824, aged 93,
. 33



?90 HISTORY OF BERESHILD.
. Gideon Wheeler ; chosen 16809 ; died 1822, nged 77.
+ Wolcott Hubbell § do. 1818,

" Elijah Ihelps 3 do. do.

Zenas 8. Olark ;  ¢o. 1820 :
The Episcopal church in this town, called St, Luke’s

church, was instituted by the Rev, Bumuel Andrews, of
‘Wallingford, Con., Oct. 2, 1767, and the house of wor-
ship belonging to this denomination was erected in 1753,
The Rev. Gidcon Bostwick, of Great Barrington, had
the pastoral charge of the church, and preached 1o it cc-
casionally from June 26, 1770, until his death, June
14, 1773,

The Rev, Daniel Burhans succeeded him immediate-
1y, and continued here unti! June, 1799, when he re-
moved to Newtown, Con., where he still officiates.

The Rev. Mr. Thacher laboured in this church from
Dec, 238, 1799, until June 18, 180]. He removed to
Ballston, New York, where he died.

The Rev. Amos Pardee, graduate of Yale Colege,
1793, took the charge of #he church, Feb. 13, 1802, and
continued in it until Bept. 23, 1819, when he removed to
the Stite of New York, where he has since been em-
ployed in missionary labours in different places.

The present rector, the Rev. Aaron Humphrey, was
born and educated in the State of Maine, and took the
charge of this church, March 9, 1920,

A revival which preveiled in the north part of the
County in 1826, reached this Eeop]e, and some souls
were hopefully brought inte the Kingdom, The present
number of communicants js about 50. :

The Baptist church was formed in 1818, with 12
members.  About 34 have been since admitted. The
number of members reported at the last meeting of the
Baptiat Association, was 35

The Balﬁtistﬂ have enjoyed the labours of Elder Au-
guetus C. Beach, and of Elder Richmond Taggart.

Joel Redway was chosen deacon of this church, July
23, 1822 .

Their house of worship was erected in 1823, and

Bedicated Feb, 10, 18]0. L
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Physicians,

Francis Guiteau ; native of Bethlehem, Con.

Reuben Garlick ; removed to Canada, and became
an Episcopal clergyman.

Hezekiah Clark ; native of Lebanon, Con s remo-
ved to Pompey, N. Y.

Asa Burbank ; native of Williamstown ; grrduate of
Wiliams College 1797 ; died at Williamstown the pre-
sent year.

Enoch Pierce ; a native of Peru.

Joseph Jarvis ; removed to the State of New York.

William H. Tyler ; o native of New Ashford.

Lawyers.

Samuel W. Wheeler; native of this town; remnved
to the State of New York.

Chauncey Lusk ; native of this town; gradun:e of
of Williams College 1793 ; admitted to the bar in 1300 ;
died 1803,

Luther Washburn 3 native of Hardwick ; removed
to Pittsfield.

Calvin Hubbell, Jun.; native of this place ; graduate
of Williams Colicge 1810 ; admitted to the bar in [313,

George N. Briggs ; native of Adame ; admited to
the har in 1518,



A HISTORY

oF THE
TOWN OF CHESHIRE.

BY REY. DAYID D, FIELD.

-
" Twis town was originally included in the towns of
Laneshorough, New Ashford, Adams, and Windsor.
It was incorporated by its present name, March 14,
- 1793, Itis bounded by Lanesborough and New Ash-

ford on the west ; by Adams on the north ; by Savoy,
Windsor, and Dalton, on the east; and by Lanesho-
rough on the south. 'The form is very ieregular, an the
line in passing round if, takes 21 different courses.
“The contents are between 17 and 18,000 acrea.

The seitlement commenced in 176%. Soine of the
earliest and principal settlers, were JYoseph Bennet,
Esq., Col. Joab Stafford, (from whom Stafford Hill in
the north-east part of the town is named) and John Buck-
land, Esq,, from Coventry, R.1.; John Lippit, from Sei-
tuate, R. I. ; Samue] Low, Simon Smith, Amos Smith,
Stephen Carpenter, Shubael Willmarth and John Will-
marth, from Providence, in the same State ; Jonatban
Richardson, from Newton, Isaac Warren, from Fra-
mingham, and Charles Saben, (rom Killingly, Con, AR
these became inhabitants between 1767 an!’?’ﬂ.

The centre of the town, through which the south
‘branch of the Hoosic runs in a northern direction into
Adams, is a rich and fertile valley. To the east and
west of this, the ground gradually rises into hills and
mountains. The township is admirably fitted for gra-
zing, to which the attention of the inhabitants is princi-
pally turned ; though considerable quantities of grain
;are raised. Extensive and valuable dairies are kept,
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and the Cheshire cheese has acquired a wide and merited
ceiebrity. The famous mammoth cheess, presented to
. President Jefferson, Yan. 1, 1302, contributed not a little
to bring this into notice. On & given day, the dairy-
womea sent their curds to one place. The quentity was
too greatto be pressed, even in a cider-mill 3 so thatin
addition to the intended present, three additional chees-
¢s were made, weighing 70 pounds each, The mam-
moth cheese weighed about 1450 lbs, Mr. Jefferson
sentback a piece of this 1o the inhabitante to satisfy them
of its excellence ; and he dlso sent pieces of 1t, it is
said, to the Governors of the several States. .
Large beds of sand have been found here, suitable
for making glass. A glass factory was erected in 1814,

but ebandoned as unprofitable in Sept. 1818, Not-

withstanding this circumstaice, however, the sand ia
gaid by competent judges to be of a superior quality,
apd worthy the attention of capitalists whe are engaged
in thia branch of business, Large quantitiea of it have,
been used in the Glass Factory at Sand Leke, N. Y.,
some haa been transported to Boston and used there.
Small quantities of tron ore have also been found,

There is a small cotton factory in the north part of the
town, on Hoosic river. There are also in the town 1
griat-mill, 8 saw-mills, 2 clothiers’ worke, and a small
tannery, 3 merchant stores and 4 taverns,

The population in 1810 was 1315, and in 1820, 1202/

The inhabitants [rom thé beginning have been very

genemllly of the Baptist depomination. There are two

houses for public worship belonging to this denomina-
tion, one at Stafford’s Hill, and one.at the Four Cor
ners, in the west part of the town. .

The first Baptist church woe formed at Stafford’s
Hill, Aug. 28, 1769. [Elder Peter Werden waa the set-
tled pastor of this church from 1770 until his death,
which oceurred Feb. 21, 1808, in the 80th year of his
age, having been in the ministry a Jonger périod than
any Baptist clergyman then in New England. He was
born in Warwick, R. I.; in which town aud vicinity he
preached about 19Tyears before he came to thia pleee,
Sound in judgment, rich in experience, and deeply

-conversant with the -doctrines of grace, he wae 8 goed
minjater of Christ, .and a great blessing to this town.
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Several seasons of revival occurred under his ministry.
Ta the Baptist churches in the County he wos a {riend
and father,

Bince his death, the church has suceessively enjoyed
the labours of Elders Bartemus Brayman, Samuel
Biloss, and Noah Y. Bushnel. The first and second of
theae clergymen now reside in the Btate of New York;
the third ia the present pastor. The church has been
large, though the present number of members is but
about 30. '

As it was inconvenient for the people in the west pan
of the town to atteng meeting at Stafford’s Hill, the se-
cond Baptist chuarch was formed at the Four Corners,
Sept 81, 1771, consisting of 17 members, and placed
under the care of Elder Nathan Mason, {rom Nova
Beotia. :

In consequence of the feeble health of Elder Mason,

- the church in 1792 deemed it necessary tbat tbey should
have another preacher, and on the 21st of Aprilin that
year, Elder John Leland became their pastor. Not
long after this, Mr. Mason died at Westfield, while on
a visit to his children living in that town.

From this church a third Baptist chureh was formed
of 15 members, Jan. 15, 1824, It is under the care of
Eider Elnathan Bweer, and embraced in May Jlast; 45
mcmbers.

In July, 1823, a society of the Reformed Methodists
was Tormed in town, and the Methodist class containas
rearly 40 members

The most extensive revivals were in 1772, 1780, and
1799. 1n 1823, theee wasa favorable movement on the
minds of some of the inhabitants, and additions were
made to 1he churches; and there has been some spe-
cial attention to religion since that time, -

The district schools are 10 in humber. '

. Physiciana. _

John Johngon, Williamn Jenks, Dravid Cushing, Isaac
Hodges, Seagrave, Nathaniel Gott, John Lion,

' — McLouth, Mason Biown.




A HISTORY
o THE . ‘
TOWN OF NEW ASHFORD.

Tw1a town is about 4 miles square, and is bounded by
Williamstown on the north, by Adams and Cheshire
on the east, by Lanesborough on the south, and by
Haneock on the west, [rorn which the western portion
of it was taken. It began to be settled about 1762, by
emigeants (rom the eastern parts of this State, from
Rhode Islaid and Connecticut. Among the early set-
ders were Nathaniel, Abel, and Gideon Kent, Uriah,
Peter, and Eli Mallery, William Green, Jacob Lion,
Samuet Uiridley, Jorathan Beach, Samuel P. Tyler,
Abreham Kirby, Witliam Campbell, Amariah Ba{bit,
Evans Rice, Capt. Martin, and a Mr, Mason,

The place was incorporated as a district, Feb. 28,
1781, and enjoys all the privileges of a town, except
that it cannot elect'n represenrative to the Legislature ;
a privilege which it formerly enjoyed in connection - " h
Lianeshorough.

The township is situated principally on the steep and
rugged hills which make from Saddle mountain on the
east, and the Taconic range on the west; and which here
apptoach each other. In the narrew valley between

ese hills, along the rise of the western branch of the
Houmtonic, and the eastern branch of Green river, are
some small tracts of more feasible land, producing grain,
grase, &e, though the soil in general is hard and gm-
velly, and of an indifferent quality. By these streams,
with the connected springs and brooks, the town js weil
watered. The branch of Green river, on which are
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wevecal miil-sites, runs morthwerd into Willimnstowmn,
receives the branch from Hancock, and finds ifs way in-
to the Hoosic. The rise of this stream is near the rise
ol the western branch of the Housatonic, which takes
an opposite direction, and flows into Laneshorough.

The principal road north and sonth through the Coun-
ty, runs near these streams. It hias recently Deen laid
over more level grounds in the north part of the town,
and greatly improved. Gentlemen, aequainted with
the subject, are of the opinion that important improve-
ments may be made at the south.

There are about 50 dwelling-houses in the town, and
about 55 farnilies. A small reat house for public wor-
ship, (a union house,) was erected here in 1823, and
dedicated in Janaary, 1929, There are 3 school-houses,
one tavern, one store, two gaw-mills, one grist-mill, and
one mill for sawing stone.

Valuable quatries of white and blue marble were
opened here six or seven years since, and already fur-
nish a considgrable branch of business. The blocks,
after they are removed from their beds, are sawed into
alabs, and sold in the neighbouring places, and at Hud-
son river.

Formerly some of the inliabitants used to attend pub-
lic worship in Lanesborough and Williamstown ; and
gome still [requent the neighbouring churches. Most
of the inhabitants, however, are Methodists, who enjoy
cireuit preaching here one half of the time, 'There are
30 professors of this denomination. There are some
Baptists, who occasionally enjoy preaching from minis-
ters of their own denomination ; though no Baptist
church is organized in the place. Individuals are at-
tached to other denominations.



A HISTORY
OF THE

TOWN OF WILLIAMSTOWH.

BEY EBENEZER EELLOGG,

Professor of Languages in Williams College.

WiLtiamstowns is in the north-west corner of the
Commonwealth. The township is nearly 7 miles long
{rom north to south, and a litle more than 5 miles from,
east to west, and nearly ofa rectangular form ; wanting
only a small piece at the north-west eorner, cut off by
the line of the State of New York. It is bounded
north by Pownal, in the Btate of Yermont; east by
Clarksburgh and Adams; south by New Ashford and
Hancock ; and on the west, it is separated from Berlin
and Petersburgh in the State of New York, by a gore
of unincorporated land a mile in width at the south end,
and terminated in a point, a mile and a half from the
north end of the town, which is bounded this distance
by Petersburgh in New York.,

Its boundary lines are far up the sides of the moun-
tatns, by which itis almost surrounded. The north-west
corner is on the eastern slope of West mountain, halfa
mile or more from the ridge. The north line runs
aocross North-West hill, a little north of the highest
point of it, and passes south of the top of Mason’s hill
in Pownal. The north-east corner js about half way up
the North-East mountain. The eastern line pasees a
linte west of 2 small prominence, called the Pine Cob-

ble, toward the south part of the mountain, a httte oh- -

liquely through the length of the valiey between the
two great ridges of Saddlamountain. The south line

-
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of the town includes the high point at tlie north end of
the South mountain which separutes Wew Ashlord from
Hancock. 'The south-west eorner is in the highway, on
the Hancock road to Albany, The west line runs a
atraight course, obliquely up the side of the mountain,
until it strikes the New York line near the top of the
mouniain, a lictle north of the Gap at the head of Tread-
well hollow, and then lollows the State line to the north-
west corner,  The town may, therefore, be described,
in general terms, as a valley, baving four casy passages
from it on different sides ; one on the north, hy which
the Hoosic passes to Pownal; a second’on the east,
near the north-east corner, hy which the Hoosic comes
in frota Adams§ & third an the south side, near the mid-
dle, by which the east braneh of Green river comes in
from New Ashford ; and a fourth at the south-west cor-
ner, by which the west branch of Green river enters
from Hantcock. The first of them communicates with
Bennington and the western part of Yermone, and is
the usual route to Troyin N. Y. the second, with
Franklin eounty and the eastern side of Vermont, apd
is also the common road to Boston; tie thitd opens un
easy way to the ceutral and southern parts of the Coun-
ty; and the fourth looks towards I'Fudson, and is the
comumon route to Aibany.

Besides tlie slopes and pnints of mountains already
mentioned as being within the limits of the town, there
are two ar three large hills lying wholly or mastly with.
in them. * North-West hill,”” several hundred feet
above the bed of the Honsic, is separated from West
mountain by a slight depression, and on the south-
west and south in like manner from ¢ Birch hill,”” a
much higher eminenee, formed by a spur of the West
mounlain, shooting ofl' toward the south-east, and
reaching almost to Stone hill. ‘The soutb-castern part
of Birch hill is called * Bee hill” In the angle be-
tween Birvch hill and West moubtain, is a deep valley,
called “ The Hollow,” and sometimes ¢ Treadwell
kollow,”” of such excent and population as to compose
a small school district.

Near the centre of the town, and midway between
the two villages, is ¢ Btone hill,”? of very irregular form,
and great extent. lts extreme northern and southern
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points are three miles distant, and approach the two vil-
lages. On most sides it descends gradually to the val-
leys which separate it from the surrounding hilla and
mountaing.  1Bui in some places on the east and west
sides, it makes some part of the descent very rapidly.
The County road, till lately, pasaed over it, with some
windings, from one village to the other; but the as-
cent and descent are so considerable, especially on the
novth, thata new road isopened farther westnlong the val-
ley between this and Bee hill, called ¢ the Hemlocks.”
The mountain north-east of the north village, was long
calted # Bald mountain,” having been rendered almost
naked by frequent fires, so that deer, which were very
numerous here, might be seen upon it from the valley
adjacent. )
~ Thelargest stream in the town is the Hoosic,” which en-
ters it on the east from Adams, and running first W, by
N. and then N, by W. crosses the north iine into Pownal,
after a course of about 4 miles in the town., Ithasa
descent of 94 feet in this distance, and its usual width is
100 feet or more. Its waters might be advantageously
employed for manufacturing purposes, by taking them
from the bed of the river into canals.  Tta largest tribu-
tary is * Green river,”” coming from the south between
Btone hiil and Saddle mountain, and having its sources
on the two sides of the mountain lying between New
Ashford and Hancock, Its epurse is L0 or 12 miles,
and it furnishes several mill-sites ; but its waters are
somectimes scanty in summer. It enters the Hoosie
about two miles from the east line of the town. Two
or theee miles from its moud, it reeeives a considerable
stream f{rom the east, which issues from the Hopper.t
** Doctor’s brook”} issues from Treadwell hollow, and
Jpassing round the base of Bee hill, tarning north, and
being joined by a small stream, called * Roaring

* Tn dll early times it was called ** the Great River,” and there
was no bridge over it, evon oo the County road, till 1765,

tThe place whera these streams meet, used 1o be called ** Tay-
or’s crotch;™ by which name it is often mentioned in the records
of the town. : ) .

1 So called irom Dr. Jacob Meak, wha, sbout the time of the
incorporation of thatown, lived on the bsnk of it, between the
hurying ;rou;‘:(l apd the river, where his descendants stiil live.
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brook,”” which in part separates Bee and Birch hills,
finds its way to the Hoosic, about a mile before it enters
VYermont. ¢ Hemlock brook” comes [rom between
North-West hill and Birel hill, and empties into Doc-
tor’s brook. ¢ Broad brook” receives ac the foot of
Pownal mountain the waters that come from the valleys
to the south-west and sonth-esst of it, and turns weat in-
to the Hoosic. Both these last mentioned streams are
large enough to work saw-mills at some seasons of the
year. A great nwnber of smaller ones gush from the
hills on every side.

The general character of the soil is clayey; but in
few places is the clay so hard and stiffas to be injuri-
ous to its fertility. Loam predominates in some pla-
ces, and a [ew spots of some extent, may be called
. gravelly. Some of the bestlands lie along the Hoosic,

particularly in the eestern part of the town, though not
8 very large part is properly called “meadow.” A
pretty large tract in the south part of the town, about
the junction of the two principal branches of Green
River, and along up those streams is also particularly
fertile and beautiful. But the hills also, and generally
the mouutain sides, almost, and sometimes quite, up
to their tops, have a good, and in many places, an ex-
cellent soil, suited both to grazing and tillage; though
generally best for the former. There is in the town
very little awampy or marshy land, and the hill pastures
are not overrun, as in many parts of the country, with
moss and {erns, those unfailing signs of a cold and hay-
ren soil. _ :

The town js remarkably a _ferming town, having few
manufactories or mechanics’ akops of any kind, except
euch trades as are absolutely necessary for the eonven-
tence of the inhabitants. A cotton factory, intended te
employ 40 hands, has just gone’into operation on (ireen
river; another is building on the Hoosic in the east
part of the town, and a compary is incorporated with
the purpose to erect a third on the same stream near the
JNorth village. Leather manufactured here is sent
abread to market, to the amount of 4,000 or 5,000 dol-
laraa year. The pastures furnish most that is carried to
market. There are a great number of dairies of twen-
iy cows, and a few have a rmouch larger number, The
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quantity of chieese carried o market annually is estimat-
ed at two hundeed ti;ousaud pounds, Dutter in smaller

™ quantities, cattle for the butcher, and for stock, pork,
wheat, rye, oats, and some Larley, are the other princi-
pal resources of the farmer against such wants as his
own farm does not supply. Wool grawing has not been
attempted to such an extent, nor with so much success,
as in some other towns in the county; hut there are a
few flocks of sheep ol some hundreds each.  Winter
wheat was raiscd easily and in great plenty, fora long
cdurse of years when the town was first seitled ; but is
now very rarely sown, - .

This township and “East Hoosie,” now Adams, were
explored and their linits truced, by a Committee of the
- General Court in 1749, The Commminitice consisted '
of Qol. Partridge of Hatfield, and Col. Choate and
Capt. Nat. Dwight of Delchertown. Doth towns were
intended to be six miles sguare, but lor some reason
they were laid out about scven niles long and five wide.
It cannot be ascertained in what year it was granted, as
there is no copy of the grant on the files of the propri-
etors, and only some frugments of the papers relating
to it can be found 'in the office of the Becretary of

State.

The settlements of this town like that of others at
that day was retarded by Indian hostilities. Nehemiah
Smedly, William and Josiah Horsford, and some other
young men, came to prepare for themselves and [ami-
lies a settlement here, it is believed, in 1751 or 1752,
But they were interrupted by the increasing hostility of
the Indians ia those years. Returning to Conneectieut,
Ufey enlisted in a company raieed ta protect the fron-
tiers, and came again with others to thie place and garri-
soned a fort, which stood a few rode north of the present
rneeting house, and also a block house near the west
College. A few soldiers were kept here in garrison
till 1760. But the inhabitants were expesed to ‘fre-
quent alarms. Some were carried ioto captivity, and
in an attack July 11, 1956, Capt Chapin and two per-
sons by the name of Chidestre- were killed. These
dapgers nearly ceased after 1¥59, and peace was con-
<leded between England and France in 1763. Thepe
events and the incorporaticg; .Of the town in 1765 led tp



402 BISTORY OF BERESHIRM,

a rapid increase, and the inhabitans were for a2 number
of years unable to raise grain enongh for the growing
population, ‘

The place was called West Hoosuck, until the time
of its incorporation as a town in 1765, The records of
~ the proprietors are inseribed, ‘ Proprietors’ Book of
the West Township at Hoosuck.” The first meeting of
the proprietors, of which any record is preserved, was
hetd Dec. 5, 1753, by virtue of a warrant of William
Williams, Esq., of Piusfield, issued in pursuance of a
vote of % the Gieneral Court of Massachusetts Hay,”
Sept.- 10, 1753. But * the®house lots,” 30 called, had
been luid out in the north part of the town, previous to
this meeting. They were laid on both sides of a princi-
pal strect, filteen rods in width and a mile and dtha in
lengih, reaching from Green river on the east to Hem-
lock brook on the west.  This street runs over the high-
est part of three eminences; on the first ,of which
stands the East College and the Chapel, on the second
the West College, and on the third the meeting-house 5
and also over the northern point of a larger hill, lyiog
between Doctor’s brook and Hemlock brook., These
lots were 120 rods in length, and 13% in width upon the
street, containing 10 acres cach.  Seventeen were laid
on each side of the street west of the meeting-house,
and cleven on each side of it betwcen the meeting-
house and the cerper near the residence of the late
Judge Dewey. Ictween these and Green river, were
taid six more on the nrorth side, and ene on the south.
This last was laid lengthwise by the side of the street,
on account of the nearness of Green river in the vear.

These lots were laid in this manner, in the ex-
pectation that lots of this size would soen be taken up
by actual settlers, and that the settlement would thys
give, while it reccived, support from the fort, which
stood near the middie of it. One undesirable result of
this measure was, that the lots were settled in part by
men of smaller property, and less enterprize and force
of character, who would neither have taken mere house
lots for a close built village, nor purchased full sized
farma.  This injurious effect was attempted to he eor-
rected by the method of distributing the other lands af-
terwards among the proprietors 5 but without full suc-

1
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cess. [t was another disadvantage of this plan, that in
fixing the location of the street, with reference to this
temporary object, it was not laid on. ihe ground most
suitable for a village.

The Frincipal sireet was crossed at the meeting-house
by another perpendicular to it.  Around thia plat, which
was 467 rods in lengih, and, but for the encroachment
of Green river on the south-east corner, 265 rods in
width, a high.way was laid: but it never has been open-
ed, except for a small distance at the north-west corner,
on the sides contiguous to it. These lots were laid
some time between 1749 and 1763, and the first settle-
ments were mostly made on them,

In drawing for them, three lots were drawn by Lieut,
Sam Brown, fwo each by Sam. Calhoun, W, Chedestre,
Lieut. Obadiah Dickenson, Josiah Dean, Eb, Graves,
Lieut. Moses Graves, Thos. Moffat, John Meffat, Fne-
ns Machay, Josialh Williams, Eph. Williams, Jr., and
Lieut. Isaac Wyman ; *and onre each by Elisha Allis,
Lem. Avery, Oliver Avery, Elijah Brown, Reuben
Belding, Sam. Brown, Jr., John Bush, Johr Chambe;-
lain, Capt. Elisha Chapin, John Crafford, Elizur Bick-
ensoty, Joel Dickinson, Aaron Denio, Daniel Donnilson,
Ezekiel Foster, Nath, Harvey, Micah Harrington, Jos,
Halley, Esq., Daniel Haws, Lieut, Elisha Hawley, Col.
Oliver Partriidge, Nath. Russell, Abner Roberts, Jos.
Smith, Doct. Seth Hudson, Benj. Simonds, Sam. Smith,
Thos. Train, Bam. Taylor, Geo. ,\Yi]lis, Esq., Tim.
Woodbridge, Elisha Williame, Jr., and Sam, Wells.
These were probably proprietors of the town. On-
ly a few of them scem ever to have been actual set-
tlers 3 and of these no descendants retaining the family
_ name, and a very smail number of others, are now in-
habitants of the place.

The first meeting of the proprietora on record, Dec,
5, 1753, was at the house of Seth Hudson, who then
Hved on the corner south-west of the meeting-house,
Racbel, the daughter of Col, B, Simonds, born April 8,
1753, was the first child of English parentage born in
the town, or according to others, Esther, daughter of
William Hosford. Col. Bimonds, very early, if not from
the beginning, lived on the lot next west of 8. Hudson,
where he subsequently built the house long occupied by
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Gen. Thompson J. Skinner. The back part of this
house, built about 1768, was long the oldest licuse stand-
ing, and was long time a tavern. The houseis now en-
tirely rebuilt.  Richard Stratton, from Western, was a
very early settler, and a leading man. He built the
house in which G. T. Bulkley, Esq. now lives, the old-
est two story house in the town, His brother Ichabod
came some time after him, and presenty went away.
Jonathan and Jamnes Meacham, cousins, fram New Sa-
lem, came early. Jonathan lived in 1766, and some
time before, nearthe College spring, and afterwards on
Bee hill, where the Hickocks now are, James lived
near where his family now resides. Thomas T'rain liv-
ed near the present house of Hon, Daniel Noble, and
in other places. Thomas Dunton, from Western, or -
its neighborhood, lived on Hoosic river, near Noble’a
bridge ; Wilson and Derick Webbh, between D.
Noble’s and Green river. Opposite these, was Elkanah
Paris, a Giuaker, in the housa nearest the river, on the
south side of the street, who afterwardslived near Sam,
Rellogg’s, and then built the house in whiel: Stephen
Bacon lives, north of Saddle meuntain; Capt Isaac
Searle lived where Titno. Wortham now lives, Win. and
Josiah Hosford, from Canaan, Con., lived opposite the
West College, the latter on the lot afterwards built up-
on by Gen. Sloan; the former where T. and J. P, Whit-
wen reside, and built the liouse now standing there.
Lieur Sampson Howe cume about 1774, and hed a
house a few rods fiorth-west of the meeting-house, where
a gambrel house now stands¢ afterwards near Sam.
Kellogg’s barn, on the south side of the road. John
Newbre lived just west of the burying ground. Elisha
Higgins lived on the hill, nearly opposite the burying
groupd, and at another time near the present house of -
QOapt. Thomas F. Iloxsey. Capr Nehemiah Smediey,
from Litchfield, Con., came very early ; five brothers
and four sisters came later, and was on the same lot as
~ Beth Hudson, probably afler him. The orchard on this

place ie gaid to be the oldest in~the town, and to have
been planted in 1754 by N, Smedley. It was in bear
iog in 1785. Exchanging thia place with Dr. Page, for
a lot purchased of the Rev. Mr, Welch, he built upon
i 1 the next oldest house now remainiog in town,
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occupied by hiy oldest son, just acrass Green river.
Due of the barns now standing there is much older than
the house. -

Among the earliest settlers in the north part of the
town, who fixed themselves on the out lots, were, on
the road to Adams, Sam. Kellogg, from Canann, Con.,
about 1761, where his son of the same name now lives,
“Deac. Nathan Wheeler, of Stratford, last from New
Milford, before 1765, tived on the lot now held by Wm.
Sherman, Jr.; Mr. Seeley, from Dutchess county, N.
Y., was on this lot first, but went soon to Pownal. - Hia
sons returned aftera few years; Klisha Baker, from
Roxbury, Con., settied near where Ira Ford lives ; Ab-
salom, his son, where Aaron Foote lives, and William
Hines, from Woodbuty, Con., opposite the small gam-
bret-roofcd house in the same street.  Seth Luce, from
Weostern, about 1768, planted himself near the north-
west corner of Baddle mountain, beyond Mr. Alden’s,
and Joshua Perry, from Western, settled near him,

In Water street, along Green river, David Wichols,
from Middletown, Con., 1768, a tanner, sat down where
Henry Hurlbut now lives; Jedediah Smedley where John
~ Day nowis; Stephen Davis where Oren lg:zl!ogg lives
- TFitus Harrison, from Litchfield, near Town’s mills,
which he built and owned 3 Isaac Ovits and his brother
Thomas, from New Milford, about 1768, lived in the
lot north-east of Blair's ; Josiah Wright, from Wethers-
field, 1764, where Wm. Blair now is, and his father a
little east, where is now a brick house.

Among those wha earliest fixed themselves in Fast
street,were — Byam, father of Jesse Byam, from T'em-

leton, about 1767, where Potter now lives, and Sam.
%urchard, about 1780, from Danbury, having first lived
a while in South street, where Geo. Reed lives. Joseph
Wheeler was near hiin in South street, after first living
where Elisha Williams does in Water street.

Asa Johnson, from Canaan, Con., who came about
1762, and went away before 1772, lived near where Col..
Bam. Tyler now lives, half a mile north of the meeting-
house, and was succeeded by Rob. Hawkins, from New
Milford, Con. Joha Smedley lived by the side of the
Houwic, not far from Pownal, near RusselBarret’s. Der-
zick Smith, from Connecticut, was an early settler, agd
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« long lived in the house on the line between this State
and Vermont, Jos. Talmadge, fromn Colchester, Con,,
planted himself very early on the spot held till lately by
his family on N. W, hilL A Mr. goulhwick, from New
Salem, set down just west of where Elisha Higgins first
lived, and Stephen Olmsted, from Danbury, Com,
about 1773, on the turnpike over the west rmountain,
near the Gore. Nathan Smith, known during the lat-
ter part of his life as * Governor 8mith,” came very
early from Western, lived in several parts of the town,
dnd died in 1820, at the age of 102 years.

- Tite fine lands at the south end of the town, were
laid out very early asa part of the * hundved acre lots,”
next after the ** house lots® aud * meadow lots””  But
the settlements here were begun later. It was not till
about 1760 that Isaac Stratton, son of Richard, began
on the spot ever since aceupied by a tavern in the cen-
tre af the vilfige. He was there alone about three or
four years. anjel Burbank, from Western, built
about 1764, on the spot where his family etill resides, half
a2 mile on the road to New Ashford. His jfirsf house
was a framed building of one room. Robert MeMaster
from Brimfield, settted in 1763 on the lot now held by
his son. His byother John at the same time began haif
a mile west of the village, near Norman Eldridge’s.
Moses Rich, from the same place, planted himself near

" the same spot at the same time, Eartholumew Wood-
cock came in 1765 from Milford, Con. and set down
near where he etill lives; the oldest settler and house-
holder now in town, Hisbrother Nehemiah came in 1769
and built at the fork of the roads a mile nerth of the
south village, still called Woodcock’s corner. David
Johnson, from Middietown, Con., about 1763, hegan
the farm of Gurdon Bulkley on Stone hill, and built
the house on it lately pulled down, Hia marriage with
Phebe Cole, finm Canaan, Con., was the first #&:lebra-

. ted here by the Rev. Mr. Welch, Sam. Sloan, a native
of Norwalk, came from Canaan, Con., and began be-
tween the village and Woodcotk’s carner about 1766,

" and his brother Alexander came soon, and afterwarde
buiit tiie house there, now occupied by Gershom Bulkley.
Thamas Roe, in 1764, from ganaan, hegan where Dan
Foster, Esq. now lives. Jesse and Ichabod Southwick,
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from New Salem, came as early ps 1763, Jesse lived
by the Corbens, and Ichabod by the side of Green river,
on the lot known as Hubbell’s farm. John and Wmn.
Torrey came from Middletown about 1767. William
began the [arm now held by his son, Deac. David Tor-
rey. Juho was a little soutlreast of him. Capt. Sam-
uel Clarke, from Washington, Con., about 1763, lived
where the widow Young now does.

Among the very early settlers at the 8. end of the town
were also Moses, Andrew, and Wm. Young, from Wes-
tern, Zebediah Sabin, [rom Killingly, Con., David
Johnson, 2d,, from Thompson, Con. 5 Asa, Amasa, and
Joseph Corben, from New Haven, Con., Sainuel Mills
zud Isasc, Jonathan, aud Sam. Sherwood, from Con-
necticut, and ~~— Deming, from Wethersfield, Con.,
the descendants of most of whom ogeupy the lands
cleared by their fathers,

Of those who catne somewhat later to the town, but
before 1800, and who still remain here either they or a
part of their families, Doct. S8amuel Porter came {rom
Northamptun, Jonathar Danforth (fom Western, Dan-
iel Dewey [rom Bhefield, William Starkweather (rom
Preston, Con. Gearge Krigger from Hoosic, N.Y. John
Hickcox from Granville, William 1. Sherman and
Thomaa F. Hoxsey [rom Kingston, R. 1. Obadiah
Bardwell and Daniel Harris from Heath, T. and J. P,
Whitman, from Hartlord, Con., Samnuel Rossiter ffom
Eichmond, Nathaniel and Chas. Kellogg, froin Bolton,

Zon.

The town received also a large number of inhabi-
tants at different times between 1770 and 1800, [rom
Colchester, Con., ineluding all the Bulkleya, Bridggses,
Chamberlains, Days, Fords, Judds, Northams, Skin-
ners, Tylers, Judah and Elisha Williams, Elijah Tho-
mas and Bolomon Wolcott.

A considerable part ol the earlier settlers did wot
come until after the incorporation of the town, which
took place in 1765. The fitst town meeting was held
tie 15th of July, 1765. TFrom the *“List” of that
year, it appears that the taxable polls were 59, oxen 57,
cows 75, and sheep 83. The two largest dairies were
of six cows each, and there were two others of four
The largest flock of sheep was 18 ; the next 14, 13,



-~

!
03 MISTORY OF BERXSHIRK.

und 11, * Improvements were .*listed” at 15s, the
agre, and amounted to £425; froin which it appears
that about 579 acres were then under cultivation, Asa
Johnson was rated for two mills, Nchemiah Smediey
for £126 at interest, and Isaac SBearle for £700, In
the list of 1766 there were T4 polls, in 1763, 102 ; while
*“the voters by law ** were only 20; in 1770, 119 palls;
in 1774, the polls at the north end weye 108; south
end, 93, in the town 206, and on the Gore west of the
town, 125 in 1776, 220 in the town, and the valuation
of the town was £50921, vie. of the north part £3535,
the south part £2372. The number of rateable polls
now (1829) is353; of which223 are taxed in the Con-

vegational parish. The valuation nf the town is now

353,000. The population was in 1810, 1843 ; in 1520,
2010. .

This population is very much scattered. There are
mbout eighty dwelling-houses within a mile of the Col-
leges, of which something more than hall stand com-
pactly enough to be called a viliage, in which there are
four or five stores and two taverns. The south village
jassmaller. In each of these villages there is a post of-
fice. * The town employs three physicians and two law-

ers,
y The following is believed to be a completé list of the
physicians who have practised here, arranged with some
reference to the order of tine :

Jacch Meak, Wm. Page, Hutchinson,
Camp, John Johnson, Ezra Baker, Elisha Baker, Re-
membrance 8heldon, Wm. Towner, Sam. Porter, Solo-
mon Wolcott, Lonson Porter, Sam. Bmith, Alfred Per-
ry, Liyndon A. Smith, John Adams, Jr., Albert G. W.
#mith, Eben, Emmons, Henry L. Sabin,

The following is a st of the lawyers:

David Nobte, Daniel Dewey, Daniel Noble, Am-
hrese Hall, Douglas W. Sloane, Charles A. Dewey,
Homer Bartlett, Daniel N. Dewey, Chartes Baker.

The settlers of this town early showed their wish and
purpose to introduce and cherish here the literary and
religious institutions by which they had been nurtured
in the towns [rom whicli they came. Were new settle-

" ments at the present day equal}i ready to bestow the
neceseary care and expense on the same objects, these
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tavaluable blessings of life and safeguards of liberty,
wauld be now planted through all onr States, so gener-
ally as to leave little for us to wish or to do in their behalf.

In laying out thc home lots, one lot on corner nortir
east of the meeting-house was reserved for the first min-
ister who should be settled ; anotlicer contiguous to it
for the support of the ministry, and a lot on tle anuth-
cast corner for the support of schools, The out lots af-
terwards drawn ngainsg the numbers of these three home
lots were appropriated to the samic uscs. The seliool
and minjstry Jands were sold in 1772 for £323; and
the ministry &ouse lot in 1777,

In the warning for the seeond tneeting of the proprie-
tors in April, 1754, an article was inserted, ¢ to see if
the proprictors wili have the gospel preached in this
town this summer, or some part of it.” No mcasures
on the subject were adopted, however, nt (hat time, and
there is no recoerd of any proprietors’ tneeting for the
ncxt six years, until 1960 ; when it was voted, Oct. 1,
to hire preaching for six months.  DMarch 10, 1763, it
was voted to have preaching * for the future ;> and
16th of Nov. following, “ ta give Mr. Gideon Warren
a call to preach on probation  Two years aflter this,
and immediately after the incorporation of the town,
the proprictors cailed Mr. Welch “ to the work of the
ministry in this town,” July 26, 1765. His settlement
was £30, (32677 to be paid onc half the first ycar, the
other half the year following. His salary was at first
£40 a year, and was to be increased £3 annually uniil
it should amount o £70. He was besides to have the
nge of the ministry Aouse lots, but not the out lota.

He was ordained the latter part of the year 1765, ond
was the pastor of the church near twelve years. Inthe
winter of 1776, lic went with the American army to
Cauada as chaplain, in a regiment to which a party be-
longed, eommanded by Licut Zebadiah Sabin, of this
town. Mr. Welch dicd of the small pox, in March of
the same year, near Quebee.  He was a native of Mik
ford, Con. His father dying carly, the eare of his edu-
ention devolved on an uncle with whom he went tc re-
side in New Milford. He was graduated at Yale Col-
lege in 1762. He was a man of intelligence and acti-
vity, attentive to the dutiesao5[‘ his office, and serious and
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earnest in the verforinance of them. is religious opi-
nrons seem o 1w e ogreed with those of the clergy of

that day, tha e now spoken of as approaching to Ar-
minianizn.  bic »lways wrote his sermons, and deliver-
ad thein with areation and propriety of manper.  Ile

was sociul in his hulirs, fond of conversation, in which
he was often sportive and shrewd, and sometimes, per-
hape, too gay and jocose.  In person he was rather
shiori and Teshie,  Ile was fond of athletic exercisce, and
excclled in'them, wheacver the manners of the day al-
lowed itim tn join in them.  He morried Marvin, the
daurhitnr ¢f Deac. Gaylond, of New Milford 3 to which
place she returned with a small family after his death,
wnd warried there again and lived to a great age.

The records of the church during his ministry, and
vevious to it, have not been preserved, and it is not
nown whei the church was gathered, nor what wera

its numbers, until the time of hig successor.

The Rev. Seth Swilt, a native of Kent, Con., and a
graduate of Yale College in 1974, was ordained May
26, 1770, The settlement voted him was £200, and
tlic salary £60; to be increased £5 a year il it should
eninunt to £30.

The church, at the eominencement of his ministry,
sonsisted of 61 members, and 273 were added during
his ministry of nearly 28 ycars.  Of these, 52 were re-
scived by letter. The largest additionsduring the period,
were 23 in 1980, 23 in 1981, 54 in 1805, and 63 in 1806;
36 were received in 1307 after his death. He died aftera
short iliness, Feb. 15, 1807, The following entry ou
the records of the church, testifies their affection and es-
teem for their pastor. ‘¢ At about 9 o’clock, A. M. the
Rev. Seth Bwilt, onr much esteemed, dearly beloved,
and very faithful end laborious pastar, died, in the midst .
of great usefulness, while God wss pouring out his Spi-
rit here, and giving him many segls of his ministry.”
The Rev. Daniel Collins, of Lanesborough, preached
hix funeral sermon. Mt Swift was a little above the
middle stature, with a stropg frame, and large featuren ;
mot as mil studious of the graces of dress, manners, or
esnversation, warm and open in his temper, evangelical
in his religious views, serious in the general tone of bis
istercourse with his people, zealous in the labours of
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the ministry, decided in his opinions, and prudent and
energetic in his measureas,

The people remained without a pastor more than six
Years ; ir which time, besides the 36 befurementio ood,
67 were admitted to the church, of whom 47 were re-
eeived in I812, after a seasoa of great and general so-
riousness,

The Rev. Walter King was jnstalled as pastor of the
church, July 6, 1813, and died here of an apoplectic as-
tack, which came upon him in the pulpit, Dec. 1, 1815,
at the age of 57, He was a native of Wilbraham, Mass,
and was graduated at Yale College in 1732, He wan
ordained over the second church in Norwich, Con., in
May, I787, and continued there more than 24 years
He was dismissed from this situation on aecount of a
difference of opinien with the church, respecting the law-
fulness of marrying the sister of a deceased wife. His
salary at Williamstown was between 500 and GO0 dol-
lars.  During his ministry here, of little mere than two
years, the admissions to the church were 21. His
Tuneral discourse was pronounced by Rev. President
Moore

A short obituary notice of Mr. King may be found
in the Panoplist for March, 1916, understood to ba
from the pen of the Rev. Dr. Hyde, of Lee, in which
he is honoured as a * sound divine, a solemn and scarch-
ing preacher, and eminently a man of prayer.”

The Rev. Ralph Wells Gridley, son of the Rev. Eli-
jah Gridley, of (li)rsmby, in this Commonwealth, and a
graduate of Yale College in 1814, was ordained Oct, 9,
1816.

After the death of Mr. King, 12 persons were admiw
ted to the church before the ordination of his successor,
and since that time, 378. The whole pumber in 1803,
was 84 ; in 1807, 195; and on the 1st of Jan, last was 426,
The population of the town bas been at some times ve
changeful, and the number of admissions to the churei
by letter, and of dismissions with recommendation, has
been remarkably large.

Nathan Whaeeler and James Meacham were the first
deacons in the church. Deacon Wheeler removed from
town in 1734, and Deacon Meacham died, August,
1813, aged 79. Deacon Ebepezer Stratton was chosen
as successor of Dencon Wheeler, and died in 1814, at
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the age of 68. Zedock Ford and Benjamin Skinner
were chosen deacons in 1808, and Deodatus Noble in
1814, In 1828 Deacon Skinner died, aged 789; and
Levi Smedley, Andrew Beers, and Dr. Ebenezer Em-
mons were chosen deacons, : .
Religious worship was celcbrated ten or twelve years’
in a school-house standing on the corner lot north-east
of the present meeting-house, and a little back of the
barn now standing there. The first proposal to boilda
meeting-house, was in Jan. 1766. It was renewed in
December of the same year, and it was then voted to
bnild a house 40 feet by 30, and to raise £180 for this
purpose. The husiness was so exclusively in the hands
of the proprietors, that they refused, April, 17065, to et
the town have any voeice in fixing ilie site of the house.
The house buiit for public worship by the proprietora
in 1763, continued to be used for that purpose untj! 1798,
But attempts to build a new one began as esrly as 1777 ;
when it was voted (Jan. 6,) to build a meeting-liause
“nenr the eentre of the town.??  The same thing was
voted again, March B, 1779, acd also thet the south
part should have their portion of preachiog ihere, until
there should be a inceting-house in the centre. A
I stake ?? waas set for the meeting-house by a commiitee,
and the site approved by vote ol the town, July, 1781,
on a height of land the eost side of the County read, a
quarter of a inile north of the present dwelliiig-bouse of
" Gurdon Bulkley, on the top of Stone hifl, clout mid-
way between ihe two meeting-liouses sinec crected.
Jan. 214, IS5, it was voted by the town 1o build 2 meet-
ing-house in the south part; the town to pay toward it
the assessed value of the meeting-house in the norih
art, subsequentty valued at £150. This plen filed.
t was again voted, April 10, 1793, to build, if * the
spot eould be agrecd on?  This agreement could not
be effeeted, and a proposal was made to divide the
town, which was negatived, Jan. 2, 1794 3 ond eleven
days after, the town voted to raise £2000 to build, Af~
ter fruitlese attempts to carry this vote into execution,
it was reconsidered, March 59, 1596, and in Sept. fol-
lowing, the town allowed a house to be built by the pro-
prietors, the old one to be removed, and used us u town
house. The housc now standing near the site of the ld
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ene, was soon erected. Itis 76 feet long, and 55 im
widlh, and cost about $6000. The house at the south
part was erected about 1812 by subscription, Its dimen-
sions ate 7 feet by 42, and the cost was about 3500,
This house was erected by the united exertions of Con-
gregationalists and Baptists, and is used by them
Jointly.

The labours of the pastor of the Congregational
church on the Babbath, have been enjoyed by the peo-
ple at this end of the town every third Sabbath, since
the early part of Mr. Swift's ministry.

For a long time afier the settlement of the town, the
people were nearly all of one religious denomination,
and constituted but one religious society. In the
g‘?’r 1777, when %20 polls were rated in town taxes,

of them were rated in the rminister tax. Division
ir religious opinion and worship has since become more
considerable, as in most other towna in New England.
Richard Stratton, Esq., one of the first and most re-
spectable settlers, was a Baptist, and was called Dea-
con. There was eacly a small Baptist congregation.
In May, 1791, the town refused ** to incorporate Mat-
thew Dunning and 14 others into a Baptist society,’®
according to their petition. The next year, * Isaae
Holmes was chosen tything-man for the Baptist society
in this town.”’* )

The Baptists assisted to build, and have a joint right
with Congregationalists to use, the south meeting-house.
They have never had a settled minister ; but sometimes
hire one for the yoar. The church of that denomina-
tion here inchided some members from Hancock, but
wae always small, and was dissolved about 1811. Soma
of the members of it united themselves with a church in
Berlin, N, Y. After two or three years, another Bep-

tist church was [ormed, which now comsiste of 43 mem- -

bers.

and now are enly a very small number of families.

The poor of the town have usually been placed in the
familiea of such inhabitants as would maintain themat s
reasonable rate per week. Bornetimes a gross sum has

*Town records.

B85

The Methodists in the town have always been few, v
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oeen paid te the lowest bidder for the support of them all
during the year. The situation of the town, contiguous
10 New York and Yermont, often made the number of
state poor here particularly large. In the ycar 1826,
more than 40 were supported, in whole or in part, at an
expense to the public of 1200 dollars. Of this
sum, near H51000 was paid by the Commonwealth for
35 state paupers.  In the spring of 1527, the town rent-
ed a large farm, and collected the poor upon it, nnder
the care of a superintendent. Notwithstanding the dis-
advantages and cxtra expenses of a new establishinent,
the expense for state paupers was reduced to about
®600, and that for the town poor to $100. Tor the
prescent year the expenses will be stitl less.  Three on-
ly are supported at the charge of the town, and twelve
by the state ; of which last, six are under twelve years

ol age.

'Iﬁ]zm town contains thirteen school districts, and rais-
eg 700 a vear for the support of cormmon schools

A town library was hegun between 1780 and 1790,
which at the time of the Rev. Mr, 8wifi's death con-
tained near 200 volumes 3 since that time it has been
much negleeted.

Tliere are two burying grounds, both laid out early.
That at the south cod of the town was laid out abeut
1767, and isa qnarter of a mile east of tha meeting-
house, at some distauce from the road. The spot
first appropriated to this wse at the north part of
the town, was three-cighths of a mile narth of the meet-
ing-house, on the west side of the read to Beunnington,
inthe rear of the home lots, and separated {Fom them

*by an intended highwoy. About 1760 the present
ground was chosen, about the smne distance west of the
mecting-hoase.  DMany of the bodies kaid in the fiest,
were resnoved to this.

The deaths in the 27 years of Mr. Swift's ministey,
from 1739 to 1996 inclusive, were 812, or about 24 ina

ear on an average. The greatest number in a year
wao 10 in 1796, 39 in 1302, and 33 in 1730 ; the least,
12in 1591, 13 in 1850, and 15 in 1987 and 1906,

In the next 21 years, ending with 1827, the number
of denths was 376, or between 27 and 23 on an average

- yearly. The greatest mortality was in 1813, 615 in
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1825, 52 ; and in 1823, 45: the least in 1810, 1812,
and 1817, 15 eachk ; in 1808 and 1818, 19 each ; and
in 1911, 1814, 1515, 181G, 1819, 1820, 1821, 1936,
1827, from 21 to 25.

Col. Benjamin Simonds, one of the first scttlers and
proprictors of the town, was born in the eastern partof
the county of Hampshire, Feb. 23, 1726, At twenty
ﬁars of age he was a soldier in the garrison of Fort
Massachosetts, in the present town ol Adams, when
that fort was attacked in 1746 by a body of 90 French
and Indians, under YVaudreuil,

After a short residence at Northampton, Col. 8. came
to this place. He wasa man of great enterprize and acti-
vity, and long time one of the wealthiest inhabitants. He
distingnished himscl{ by hiszeal and servicesin the cause
of his country during the struggles of the Revelution,
He was much etnployed in the affairs of the town, and
enjoycd the esteews and coufidence of his townsmen to
a great degree.  He died April 11, 1807, aged B1.

avid Noble, Esq., was also one of the prineipal in-
habitants at an early period. He was bormn at New
Milford, Cun., Dec. 9, 1741, was graduated at Yale
College in 1764, and came to this town from New Fair-
field in 1770, He read law, and followed that profcs-
sion ' number of years. He afterwards engaged in
mercantile pursuits, and acquired a very handsame es-
tate. He was a man of activily and cuterprize, of pro-
bity and intellizence, and 4 considerable benclactor and
one of the first trustces of the College.  In 1797 he was
made a Judge of the Court of Common Ploaa (or the
Counsy of Berkslire, and died dMacch 4, 1503, in his
5%th year.

Gen, William Towner, from New Fairficld, Con., af-
ter a number of years spent at Cheshire in this County,
came and settled in this town as a medical practitioner
ahout 1790, and was till his death the most eminent
man in his profession in this neighbourhood. He wae
a tnant ol gracclul exterior and pleasing manners and
fond of society ; and he readily lent hLis attention to
subjects forcign to his profession, especially to politics,
the all-engrnssing concern of the day.  Idc was a mem-
ber of the State Legistature in both branches, and gen-
eral of brigade. He died aflter an illness of a few dayw
at Pownal in Vermoat, in Jau. 1813, at the age of 59.
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Gen. Thompson Joseph Skinner was the son of the
Rev. Thomas Skinner, of the parish of West Chester,
in Colchester, Con. His father died early, and in
agreement with the thrifty maxims of that day, he serv-
ed hia time as an apprenticed mechsnic. He came to
this town in 1975, and early acquired an extensive in-
finence iv the 1own and County. He at different times
represented both in the General Court. He hore a
very active part in the political contentions of the period
of his public life, and was much distinguished for his
epirited and happy eflorts in extemporaneous aod inter-
rupted debate.  He was many years Chief Justice of
the Common Pleas for the County, and Treasurer of
Williams College. He was Major General of Miliia,
a Representative in Fifth Congress, Marshal of the Dijs-
trict of Massachusetts, and Treasurer of the State. Ha
died at Boston, Yanuary 20, 1809, in his 57th year.

The Hon. Daniel Dewey was a native of ghefﬁeld
in this County, and two years a member of Yale Col-
lege, in the class of 1780, where he received the hono-
rary degree of master in 1792, He resd law with
Judge Sedgwick, of Stockbridge, commenced practice
in thig town in 1790, and hecamne one of the most emi-
nent and successful members of this profession in the
weatern part of the Commonwealth. He was n mem-
ber of the Governor's Council in 1809 and 1812, and
represented this district in the thirteenth Congress, lo
Feh. 1814, he was agpointed one of the Justices of
the Supreme Judicial Court, und died May 26, 1815, in
his 50th year. .He was eminently estimable and happy
in all the social and domestic relations of life, and
though he lived at a time of violent party animosities,
detraction never meddled with his name. * He is al-
most the only man,”* said Cheif Justice Parker, **in an
elevated rank, of fixed and unalterable political opi-
nions, and who was never remiss in enforcing those
opinions, that has been at no tiie calumniated.”” Mases.
Reports, vol. 12, 580,

For an account of Col. Ephraim Williams, and of
Williama College, see pages 164, 5, &c., of this work.

An academy was established here in 1827, and in-
corporated in 1823, In 1BR7, also, a printing office was
opened, and the publication of a weekly newspapar
sgmmenced, called the American Advocate, '
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TOWN OF HANCOCK.

HY RODMANM HAZARD, ESQ.

Tiits town is bounded en the south by Richmond;
on the east by Piusfield, Lanesborough and New Ash-
dord ; on the north hy Williamstown, and a tract of un-
ineorporated land, called the Gore ; and on the west by
Berlin and Stephent:wn, in the county of Rensselaer,
and New Lebanon, in the county of Columbia, New
York. It was first called Jericho; but at the time of -
its incorporation in 776, it was called Hancuck, aller
the Hon. John Hancock, then President of the Conti-
nental Congress, acd aflerwards Gos ernor of this Suate.
Itis nearly 16 miles in fength frem notth to somly, and
about 2 in breadth. It was origically Lroader; but
when the line was firally established Letween Massa-
chusetts and New York, in 1787, a tier of excellent los
ftont half to three-fourths of o mile long, were thrown
into the Jatter State, and the town was greatly injured.
In June, 1998, another tract at the north-east was an-
nexed to New Ashford, from 211 10 389 rods wide, and
from 95 to 990 rods long. :

From the line of Williamstown a narrow valley ex-
tends south about 7 miles, to the north village of Han-
cock 3 along which ica succession of good farms, spread-
ing from the valley to the right and left on to the sides
of the mountaine. Fromn this village south several
miles, the town is so broken and moontsinous that no
highway has been cut through it; and the inhabitants,
in passing from epd of the town to the otker, are obli-
geid to rravel 5 or 6 miles round the mauntains jn the
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State of New York; which is a very great inconvenience
in the transoction of town husiness. To the south and
south-east of these mountains, at the head of the Rich-
mond valley, is a tract of very fine land, belonging to
ihe Shakers, with a soil of gravel and loam. From the
slopes of the mountains to Richmond line oo the east,
i# about a mile and a half, but less westward.

The soil of the town generally, with the exception of
the mountainous parts, is good for rye, maize, oats,
barley und potatoes. Wheat is a very uncertain crop,
and not much sown. 'The valleys yield good hay, and
the hills fine pasturage ; and the town is better adapted
to grazing than to the culture of grain.

The timber iz hard maple, birch, white ash, butter-
nul, baes, elm and chesnut. Fouvmnerty there was some
white pine and hemlock; but trees of these kinda-are
now rarely found.

There is an ubundance of solid blue limestone, which
the people buru jnto lime for their own vse. The Sha-
kers get a kind of coatse marble from Hancock moun-
tain, wlhich they use for posts.

Though the town abounds with living springs and
brooks, there are no very considerable streams, nor many
important mill-sites. A branch of Green river rises
about 3 miles south of the northern boundary, and runs
north jnto Williamsiown. Apother stream rises near
this, and flows to the south into Stephentown, thence to
Kindethook aud to Hudson river ; on which is a woollen
factory and a saw-mill. Besides this factory and mill,
there are i the town 2 grist-mills, 2 saw-miils, an oil-
wsli, and a clothier’s worke.

The first and principal grant in this towno was made
by the Legislature in f760, to Asa Douglass, Esq. and
Timothy Hurlburt, of Canaan, Con., Col. John_Asliiey
of Sheffield, and Josiah Dean. The first grantee be-
carme a settler in April, 17625 with whom John Clo-
thier, Jesse SBquire, Amasa and Martin Johnson, Ben-
jamin Davis, Samuel Grippen, David Sprague, Sarmu-
el [Hand, Esq., Capt. Caleb Gardner, David Vaughan,
Jonathan Hazard, Esq., Henry Hazard, and Reuben
Ely, were soon associated. They were generally from
Connecticut and Rhode Island, and settled about tha
porth village and northward towards Williamstown.
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In 1761, Chavles Goodrich Esq. of Pittafield obtain- -
e a grant of land at the south end of the town, and in
1761, his nephew, Daniel Goodrich, settled upon it ;
the year following Benjamin Goodricl, father of Dan-
iel, settled there with all bis other sons, viz : Penja-
min, Bammnel, Nathan, David, Tzekiel, Elizur, Heze-
kiahy Jeremiali and Enocl. Jeremiah and Hezekiah
Osborn, father and son, and Israe! Talcot settled there
about the same time. The Goodrich’s and Oshorn’s
were iminediately from Ridgefield—Talcot was from
Wethersfield, Con.

Boon aftee the ganrt to Charles Goodricly, small grants
were made in the norh part of the town, to Dea. Sam-
uel Brown of Stockbridge, and Col. Farringten. Tha
rcsidue of the town was sold by a committee of the
General Courl, to the actual settlers in 1789, at differ-
ent prices per acre acccording to the quality.

The north village in this town has been already men-
tioned. It is near the centre of the town, about 3-4 of
a mile from New York line, and has a post office, 2
ptores, 2 taverns, 14 dwelling houses and several me-
chanic shops. Two regnlar lines of stages pass thrice
a weelk through this village from Albany w Boston, one
by way of Williamstown and Greenfield, and the other
by Lanesborough and Deerfield,

There is another village in thc southcast part of the
town, extending into the edge of the town of Pittstield,
sailed the Shaker village. It is a compact and beauti-
ful setttement, containing a church, office, schoo! house,
%7 dweclliog liouses, and various shops, occupied by join-
ers, hatlers, blacksmiths, coopers, &c., on the south
road from Pittsfield to New Lebanon, 5 milea from the
former and 3 [rom the latter. A brook rising near the
village is used {or turning light machinery and various
eonveniences about the buildings.

The circular stone barn, buili in this viflage in 1826,
s n curinsity. It i 270 feet in compass, with walls
laid i Yime rising 21 feet above the underpining, and
from 3 § to 2 & feet in thickness. The mast and rafters
ars 53 fcet in length, and united together at the top
©Ox the lower floor, immediately within the walls, are
aiables B feet high, eccupying 12 feet in length with the
manger which is inwards, and into which eonvenient pla-
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ces are left for throwing liay and feed fvorn above, In
these stables, which open to and from several yards,a span
of liorses and 62 horned cattle may be stabled. The cov-
vring of the stables forms the barn floor, an te whicl
from an ofiset therz is but one large door way for
teains, which make e cireuit of the floor and pass out
al the same place.  Eight or 10 can oceupy the floor
at ithe enfue time; and the bay is ti.rown into the large
area in the centre. TForsimply {aying the stone ol diis
Lwilding the masons were paid 500 dollars and boarded.

With the exception of the Shakers, the great body of
the inhabitants lave ever been Baptists. A congriga-
tion wag early "formed inthe north part of the town,
which wnrshipped for o time in a log house, which staod
near the sile of the present meeting house, abiout a mile
angd a quarter above the north villace. The present
house was crected in 1797, About 1770, Llder Clark
Rogers fromn Rbode Island, was stiled over this congre-
gation, and ministered to the people uatil he died, Jan.
14, 1803, agzed 77, Ile was Calvinistic 1n sentiment,
and is said 10 have possessed good sease and exempla-
ry piety, During his day the society was respectable,
Liut has suffered since his death for the want of settled
pastor 3 though they have had for definiie periods the
labors of several clergyman, Tle munber of commu-
nicants in the church is about 30.  From the vorth vil-
lage most of the people attend worship in Etephentown
and somec of them belong to the Bapiist churels in that
place.

A few persons in the south part of the town embraced
the principles of the S8hakers in June 1780,  They be-
gao at that time {as soine persons did frein New Leha-
non,) to visit mother Ann and the elders at Escuania,
aud were so laken with their notions, that they immedi-
ately set up meetings occording to the customs of this
sect. In 1784 they erected their meeting house. Bomae
of the firs: Bhakers were John Deming, (who lived within
the tine of Piusfield,) and Daniel Goodrich, Nathan,
David, Ezekiel, Hezekial, and Jeremiah Goodrich,
Israel Talcot, ond two brothers by the name of Josiah
and Joseph, wlho settled in Richmond, end Joshua Cogs-
well from Piusfield, soon united with them.
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The socicty of Shakers now embraces about 270 souls
who live compactly in and near their village. Though
they carcy on considerable mechanical business, they
are principally engaged in agriculture and horticulture.
They own about 2000 acres of land, rostly on the flat
around the village, though it reaches on to the hills notth
and east. The greater portion of it is in Pittsfield, con-
siderable is in Hancock, and some in Richmond.

Tlere are in the town 7 school districts. The mid-
dle district haa a fund of $200, given by the late John
Reynolds; the interest of whichia to be applied forever
for the benefit of the children of the poorer class of in-
Labitante, at the disctetion of the school committee.

There is no public library in the town; but some of
the inhabitants are concerned in a hbrary in Stepher-
sown, located a mile west of the north village,



A HISTORY
or THE
TOWN OF ADAMS,
¥Y REV.JOHX W. TEOMANS,

Tuts township, under the name of East Hoosie, was
explored, and its limits truced by a commitiee of the
General Court of Massachusetts in 1749. The com-
mittee were instructed to make the town G miles square ;
but for soine reeson it was laid out 7 tniles long from
north to south, and 5 broad from east 1o west; compri-
sinz an arca of about 22,400 acres. These are its pre-
sent dimensions

It is bosinded noith by Clarksburg; cast by Clarks-
burg and Florida ; south by Cheshire, and west by New
Ashford and Williamstown,

In 1750, Capt. Ephraim Williams, afierwards Colo-
nel, and founder of Williams College, obtained frem
the General Court a grant of 200 acres, on condition
that he should reserve 10 acres lor the use of a fort, and
build n grist-mill and o saw-mill, and keep them in re-
pair 20 years, for the use of the settlers.  The reserved
10 geren form the central part of the farm lately owned
and oecupied by Israel Jones, Esq., io the north-western
part of the town, )

On the 2d day of June, 1762, the General Court soid
by auction nine townships of land, lying in this north-
weat corner of the State. Of these townships, Eaat
Hoosic was No. 1. It was purchased by Nathan Jones
for £3200.  Mr. Jones, after the purchase, admitted
Col. Elisha Jones and John Murray, Esg. s joiut pra-
prirtors with him,
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hese proprietors, in October of tha same year, eni-
ployed a surveyor to lay out 48 settling lota of 100 acres
each, A line was drawn through the lengthr af the town,
dividing the best of the land into two equal patts, end
on each side of this line 8 range of lota was laid ouL
Each lot waa 160 rods long from east to west, and 100
rods wide from north to south, abating from the breadth
of each lot, enough to bring the range of 24 lots within
the north and south I'mits of the township. These 48
setiling lots, occupying the bottom of the valley through
its whole length, comprieed the heart of the township.
Four yeara afier, Israel Jones, Esq., who then resided
in the township, was outhorized to survey a [urther num-
ber of lots, not exceeding ¥, of 100 acres each, and an
agent of the proprietors, to admit settlers to the nummber
of 60. This number was menttioned, because the con-
ditions of seitlement, Nixed hy a vote of the General
Court, required the settlers, wiien their number amount-
ed ta 60, to build a meeting-house and scttle * a learn-
cd protestant minister.” The rest of the land was divi-
ded in 1763 into lots of 200 acres each, and distributed
among the proprieters, according to their shares in the
property of the township.

During the French wars, the Indiana traversed this re-
gion; but they appear to have had no permanent habi-
tations here. No remains of Indian sertlements have
existed within the remembrance of thé earliest settlers.

About 1741 or 2, Fort Massachusetts was built in a
narrow part of the valley jeading towards Williams‘own.
This wasa part of the line of defence erected to protect
the northern and western settlements of New England
against French and Indian hostilitiea, Tle enemy di-
rected their principal movementa townrds Connecticut
river. In general, they eame down from Canada in the
dicection of the Connecticut, and were repelled by Fort
Constitetion, at Brattleborough, ¥¢, Fort Dumnier, at
Hinsdale, N. H., and Fort Wentworth, N. H., further
up the Connecticwt, all in connection with cach other on
tiie same line. But some came down the Hudson, and
proceeding eastward up the Hoosie, came upon this foru-
fication, and several bloody skirmishes took place. They
repeatedly appeared in smaller orlarger bodies ebout the
for.  The following facts are taken principally from the
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Appendix to the ¢Redeemed Captive,” by the Rev.
John Tayler, formerly of Deerfield.

On the 6th of May, 1746, as serj. John Hawks and
John Miles were riding out from the fort, they were fired
upon by two Indians and wounded. Miles made his es-
eape to the fort ; Hawks fought for some time, and m:g}}t
have taken them lioth prisoners, had he understaod their
janguage, as appeared afterwards : for they asked for
quarters before he turged 1o make his escape.

A party of the ereny appearcd again at the fort cn
tbe 111 of June following, and attacked a number of
men who were at a distance [rom the fort, and a akir-
mish ensued. After sustaining the fire a few moments,
the enemy fled, having lost one of their men. Elisha
. Nims and Gershom Hawks were wounded, and Benja-
min Tenter was taken captive.

On the 20th of August, in the same vear, an army of
ahout 8900 Fyench and Indians, uuder Gen. De Vou-
dreuil, made an attack upan the fort.  Cal. Hawks, who
commanded the fort at that time, had only 22 Eﬁbm\.ﬁ
men with him, and but 33 persons, tnen, women, &
childrep, and was miserably supplied with ammunition.
Notwithstanding these unfortunate circumstances, he
defended the fort 23 hours, and probubly would paver
have given it up, had not his ammunition failed. He
was finally necessitated fo capitulate, and offered such
articles as were accepted.  One special article was, thot
none of the prisoners should be delivered into the handa
of the Indians. The nextday, however, Vaudreuil de-
livered one half of them to the Indians, on the plea that
there was danger of mutiny in his army, the Indians be-
ing trritated, that they were cut off from the profits of
the conquest. The savages immediately killed one of
the prisoners, because, being eick, he was unable to
travel. In the siege Col. Hawkg lost but one man ;
wlile the enemy, as near as could be ascertained, lost
45, who were either kiiled outright, or died af their
wounds. The prisoners weve carried to Canada, where
12 of them sickencd and died. The residue, with ather
prisaners, were sent on hoard 2 flag of truee to Boston,
where they arrived on the 16th of August, 1747, The
chaplain of the fort at the time it was taken, the Rev.
John Norton, wrote an account of his captivity, which
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‘was publisned. He afterwards settked in the ministry
at East Hampton, a parish in Chatham, Con. Another
of the captives was Benjamin Simonds, who alterwards
became a distinguished inhabitant of, Williamstown, and
a colonel of militia. '

While the fort was rebuilding, on the 25th of May,
1747, there being several hundred people present, an
army of the enemy came with the design of hindering
the undertaking. About 100 men had been sent to Al-
‘bany a few days before for stores of provision and am-
munition, As these were approaching the fort on their
return, a scout was sent forward, who coming within
sight of the fort, discovered the enemy and began an at-
tack, which gave alarm to the people at the fort, who -
had not as yet discovered the enemy. A few issued out
and maintained a small sKirmish, until the enemy fled.
The people remaining at the fort, and the commander
of the party with the waggons, were much blamed for
not afiording assisiance, and were charged with cow-
ardice. In this action three persons were wounded,
and a friendly Indian from Stockbridge was killed.

On the 1ot of October following, Peter Burvee was
taken captive near this fort.

On the 2d of August, 1748, about 200 of the enemy
appeared at the fort. It was then under the command
of Capt. Ephraim Williams, afterwards Col. Williame,
whose grant of 200 acres has been already mentioned.
A secout was fired upon, which drew out Capt. Williams
with about 30 men ; an attack began, which continued
some time; but finding the enemy numerous, Capt.
Williams fought upon the retreat, until he had again re-
covered the fort. The enemy soon withdrew ; but with
what loss was unknown. A man by the name of Abbot
was killed, and Lieut. Hawley and Ezekiel Wells were
wounded. )

In 1755, in the second French war, Col. Williams
was sent at the head of a regiment to join Gen. Johnson
at the north, and was killed on the 8th of September in
that year, near the southern extremity of Lake George.

After the death of Col. Williams, the oversight of the
fort was committed, it is believed, to one Capt. Wyman.

He is known to have Iiveggnthe house within the pick-
®

-
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ets, ohd to have octupied the fand reserved for the usq
of the fort.

June %,17538, 2 bod of the enemy came again to this
fort, and Benjamin RKing; and a man by the nane of
Meacham were killed. ~ )

The Rev, Stephen West, afterwards Dr. West, minis-
tet of Btockbridge, was chaplain in 1753, and perhapa
in 1757, :

The location of the fort is still indicated by the print
ol'a cellar, and the horse radish, which was planted by
the soldiers, and still grows upon the spot.

Sonre of the first scttlers in this township, except a
few soldiers who lingered round the fort, were, Abiel
Smith, Gideon and Jacob hid sons, Jsehn Kilborn his son-
in-law, and John McNecal. These ail cam¢ from Litch-
field, Con. Reuben Hinman and Jonathan Smids, caine
from Waodbury. There were also the names of Par-
ker, Cook, and Leavenworth, from Whallingford. Rev.
Samuel Todd, who had previously removed from North-
bury, Con. to Lanesbarough, and Israci Jones, Esq.
nettled here.

-Abjel Smith and his sons lived in two houses; one
occupying the present site of Mr. Alpheus Smith’s ta-,
vern in the north village ; the other, a spot a few rods
further east. Mr. Kilborn settled near the preseént site
ol the Friends’ meeting-house 3 M McNceal near the
present residence of Mr. Kingsley, about a mile and a
half south of the north village; and Mr. Hinman lived
on the spot now eccupied by Col. Henry Willmarth,
two miles north of the south village,

Most of the first settlers soon disposed. of their lands
to purchasers from Rhode Island, many of whom be-
Jonged to the society of Fricnds, and the population
gradually changed, till nearly all Lhad ecld out and re-
moved {rom the town. The settlement of Friends be-
came extengive and prosperous.  Several other famnilice
also from Rhede Istand, camne in about the same time ;
and these twa classes of inhabitants and their descend-
ants have since occupicd the greatest part of the town,

A part of the emigrants who came from Rhode Island
mto this section of Massachusetts, pitched on Staflord’s
Hilt in Chesbire, then ealled New Providence. It ap-
pears to have been the wish of these New Providence
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settlers to be incorporated with Adanm; " nod during the ~
year in which Adams obtained its act of incorpomtion,
the iobabitantawere twice called to vote on the question
of extending the charter so 95 to embrace New Provi- -
dence. The proposition was rejected.

The town was incorporated Qct. 15, 1778, and called
Adams, in honor of Samuel Adarms, aﬁerwards Gover-
nor of the State.

On the Sth of March 1773 the first town meeung
was held under the'net of incorporation.  Capt I'hilip
Mason, Capt. Israel Jones, and Capt. Reuben Hinman
were then chosen selecwmen.,

The inhabitants seem to have maintained a prompt
co-operation with government in the war cf the revolu-
"tion. Numerous votes stand on - record, authorizing as-
sessmeqnta to defray the expenses of the part they were
taking in the contest. They raised large sums at a time.
At one meeting they ‘voted, to give nine months men
10 deliats a menth in grain, wheat at 65, a bushel, rye
at 4s, corn at3s. and one hundred contivental dellara
before they marched.”

Adams occupies the summits of Hoosic and Saddle
mountaing, and the interjucent valley. The town is di-
vided into two parte nearly cqual, by the sonth branch
of 1the Hoosic river, which traverses the bettor of the
valley. Ofthese two parts, the eastern is fuvnied Ly
the western slope of Heosic mountain, which, in the
firat two thirds of its descent, is steep and regular, con-
autuung a lofty wall on the eastern horder of'the town ;
but in the remaining one third einks by broken and ir-
regular depressions. The north eastern quartier of the
town is uneven and stoney. In the south eastern quar-
ter, the land towards the bottom of the mountain exlib-
ite a more regular surface 4 the ridges are flattened and
blended together, forming a sufficieni space of emgoth
table land for several valnable farms.

The western half of the town is compaesed of the two
castern ridges of Saddle mountain, the valley between
thern, and the valley which opens a passage for the
Hoosic towards Willemstown. The latter valley is e
continuation of the principal valley that conatitutes the
heartof the town. At the bend, it is narrowed up, by
the east ridge which protrudes iteell northward almost
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10 the base of the opposife mountain, crowding the twe -
branches of the H]?:osic, suddenly into one channel,
Towards the west, the hills retire southward, and leave
o beantiful tract of meadow, which with the sloping
pastures on each side, affords some of the pieasantest
[arms in the town.

On the south of these farms the main body of Saddle
mountain rises in a majestic aud comely form, pariing
near the summit, and [orming an elevated valley of
good pastare ground.  Along this valley the line passes
between Adams and Williamstown., ‘The eastern ridge
of the mountain projects a mile further north. The two
ridges embraced witiin the Jine of Adams converge to-
wards the south, and meet about a mite and a half from
the commencement of the shortest ridge. ‘The tapering
valley between them, called ** the Notch,” comprises
several valuable dairy farms, By the union of the two
castern tidges and the abrupt termination of the western
ridge in Williamstown, the triple summit of Saddle
amountain here hecomes single, and immediately rises
into the peak called Saddle Ball.

This peak takes the appeilation of * Greylock,”
from its hoary aspect in the winter. [ts eastern dedli-
vity, from its summit to its base, is rugged and steep.
Northward towards the junction of the two castern ridg-
es, the declivity of the mountaim is gentler, presenting
a surface that may be comfortably tilled.

The mcan width of the principal valley in the town,
may be haif a mile. In some places it is ncarly inter-
terupted hy spurs from the adjacent mountains, shoot-
ing out to the bed of the stream. The direction of the
valley is north-east, till it passes an abrupt projection
feom ihe eastern ridge of Saddle mountain, about three-
fourthaof a mile from the north village, it then turns due
north, and at the north village, passes round the end of
that ridge, and leads the Hoosic into Williamstown.

The soil an the mountains is calcareous, Saddle
mountain is a vastledge of limestone, In different parts
of the town there are a few hills of silicious sand.
There are also numerous znd vast beds of clay. To-
wards Williamstown, the soil is a mixture of clay and
silex, combined in varicus proportions. In that quar-
ey, except on elevated gronnd, the clay predominateg



s ADAME, 429

The streams-of water in Adams are few. The twe
branches of the Hoosic, with their small tributaries, all
- passing out of Adams by one channel, comprisc the.
whole. The south branch, coming.in from Cheshire,
receives from the east, about hall a mile sonth of the
south village, Dry brook, which in freshets is generally
larger than the main branch, but a part of the year iy
emtirely dry. A quarter of a mile belaw, it receivés
from the west mountain Hoxie’s brook, which supplies
in ite short course a fulling-mill avd a saw-mill. ~ Half
a mile north of the south village, it receives Tophet
brook {rom the east. This brook is named from a rocky
ravine abou: 100 rode in length, and in some places
more than 60 feet deep, through which it falls from. the
hill into the valley. It eupplies a factory. The south
branch on its way northward receives only a few rivu-
lets, which fow a part of the year from the adjaeent
mountains, until about 60 rods west of the north village
it meets the north branch. Hudson’s brack falls into
the north branch three-fourths of & mile above, About
a mile west of the north village, a small but rapid stream
comes down [rom * the Notch,” and a mile {rom this,
another from the north mountain falls into the Hoosie;
which thus becomes the common outlet of all the waters
of the town. .

The principal roads in Adams, are the tyo valley
roade running one on each side of the river, through the -
the length of the town, and the Greenfield road passing
through the north village east and west. These roads
were laid out under the direction of the original proprie-
tors. There are two mountain roads, running nearly
parailel with these ; one on each side of the town. The
west mountain road leaves the Greenfield road about a
mile west of the north village, enters “ the Notch " at it
northern opening, passes out from hetween the two
ridges at their point of junction, ond deseends the
mountais south-easterly into the Cheshire road, near
the south village. The east mountain road parts from
the {ireenfield road 1 & miles eas of the north village,
and foliows a shallow valley, made by an undulation on
the side of Hooeic mountain, to near the south line of
the town, where it connecta with the Savoy road, Be-
sides these five, the roads are inconsiderable,
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Akdams exhibits two natural cufiosities of considerdbie
intereat

About a mile north-east of the north village, near the
Yine of Clarksburg, Hudson’s brook has worn a channel
30 rods long, and in some places 60 feet deep, through
a quarry of white marble. 'Fhe mass of rock terminates
towards the south in a steep precipice. Down this pre-
cipice, it appears the water once fell ; but finding in
eome places natural chasms, and in others wearing aw ;5
the racks themselves; it has found a passage, from
to €0 feet below its former bed: The mean breadth of
the channel is about 15 feet. T'wo masses of rock, cne
of which lics 10 or 12 feet above the other, under which
the water successively found ite way, lie like bridges
oeross thie channel. The upper bridge is now muck
broken. Under the lower one, whieb is beautifully arch-
od, the stream bhas sunk its bed neerly 50 feet. Many
cavities of different figures and dimensions, worn Ly the
action of the wateAggre left in the solid rock froun 50 1o
G0 [eet above the present bed of the stream. These ca-
vities, together with the position and appearance of tlie
walts of the"chasm, prove that this remarkable excava-
tion in the bed of marhle is the work of the water.  The
stream is sufficient to supply a saw-mill buta part of the
year, . _ .
A little west of the top of the chasm is a cave, inclo-
sed by masses of rock piled loosely together. It con-
sisis of an irregular room of difficult entranee, in some
parts of which a man may stand ereet  This room may
be entered, both from the north and south-east These
two avenues, the one being o convenieot inlet and the
-other an autlet for the water; the position of the cave in
relation to the bed of the stream, being lower than the -
Tormer channel of the brook ; the position of the rocka
betow the cave, and the inclination of the ground above
it ; the signa of friction in the rocks at tbe outlet where
they presented solid obetructiona to the water, and the
smooth course gravel on the bottomn of the room within,
make it prabable that the cave was once full of earth,
which was removed by the water, as it explored the in-
terior of the hil}, to select for itself a passage to the
valley below, .
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*Plie rocks about the cavz and the [all, even in some
paces which appear inaccessible, are covered with the
names and initials of the numerous visitants.

The other curiosity wortlty of notice is a cave in tha
side of a hill, about a mile south of the north village,
near the road to Cheshire. A varrow and difficult pas-
eage, about 10 feet in length, leads to a room large
enough to contain 6 or 8 persons,. Northward, a smail
horizontal avenue, 10 or {,2 feet long, leads to another
room considetably larger than the first.  From this, by
deacending 20 perpendicular feet, another room is en-
tered 30 feet long, by an average breadth of about 20
feet, and 20 feet high. Deyond this and lower down,
are smaller apartroents, answering to bedrooms, pan-
tries &c. Further on no one has explored. The walla of
the cavern are composed of limestone, belonging to the
vast ledge of which S8addle mountain is built.

The population of Adama in 1820 was 1,838, It ia
now estimated at about 2,600. The principal canse of
its rapid increase is the extension of the manufacturing
jnterest, ’

The two villages began to grow about the same time.
The gristmill and sawmill required to be bailt by the
eonditions of Co). Williams’ grant in 1760, stood in the
north village, a few rods south of the present site of
Pheenix factory. Another gristmill was early erected
where the south village now is. These mills aecoming-
dated the inhabitants to a considerable distance around, .
aod attracted the business of the town to tliese twa
apots.

pThe north village now containe 3 houses of religious
worship, one for Baptists, one for Methodists and one
for Congregationalists, Tthas7 factory buildings,7 atores,
2 taverns, a printing office, a post office, an iron furnace,
3 blackemith’s shops, one tin shop, 2 cabiret makere’, -
8 shoemakers’, one silversmith and jeweller’s, 3 mil-
leners’, 2 tailore’, one hattere’, two saddle amd harnesa
mukore’, 3 carpenters’, 2 sleigh and waggon makers’,
shops. There are other mechanics in the village who
keep no regular shops ; such as carpenters and joiners,
brick iayers,&c. and there are other shops cennected with
the difleront factories, for working wood and irpn, which
are not swbraced in this Jist lgha village contaias 87
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dweiling hoitses, occupied by 105 families, which includ-
ing all employed in the faciories, meckanic shops, &e.
number not far from 100 souls,

The aguth village contains one house of religious wor-
ehip, an academy, one factory, 4 stores, 2 taverns, =
post olfice, 2 blacksmiths’ shops, Dshoemaker's, 2 cabi-
net ghops, 2 saddle and harness makery’, 2 carpenters’
and joiners’, & stone cutters’ ehaps, and 35 dwelling-
houses, accupied by 42 families.

Tlhere are in the tewn 7 practising physicians and 3
attorneys. Of these, 4 physicians and 2 attorneys are
located in the north village, the rest in the south..

Adams containg 15 factoriea. Beven of them are lo-
cated in the north village, 6 near the south village, and
2 near the line of Willizinstown. The follawing sche-
dule gives a condensed description of their extent, ope-
rations, &a. :

Old Brick Factory ; Thomnas Higginbottom, Daniel
P. Miriam, Jamnes Howard, proprietors ; located on the
south branch of Hoosic river, at the west end of the
north village ; -built in 1811 ; 60 feet by 34, 4 stories,
brick ; material, cotton ; fabric, coarse sheeting and
ahirting ; spindies, 1092 ¢ looms, 23; persons employ-
ed, 40 ; yards annually made, 170, This factory
was first built by J. Q..{:lohinson and 19 others, who put
in @1000 eucl, and were incorporated under the name
of ¢ Adams North Yillage Cotton Manufacturing Com-

any.” ‘The present proprietors became a corporate
'Eody in 1829. Connected with this factory are 2 shops
for making machinery ; one for wood and one for iron.
The picker is also in a building by itself.

Eagie Factory ; Caleb B. Turner, proprietor ; on

north branch of the Hoosic, in the north part of the
north village ; built in 1813 ; 45 feet by 32, 4 stories,
wood ; material, cotton 3 fabric, coarse sheeting; spin-
dies, 712; tooms, 20 5 persons employed, 205 yards an-
nuzlly made, 130,00(.
Factory ; Caleb B, Turner, proprietoi ; 16 -
rods east o the preceding ; built in 1836; 40 feet by
80, 3 "stories, wood; material, cotton; fabric, coarse
sheeting ; spindles, 504 ; lonms, 203 persons employ-
ed, 20; yards anaually made, 130,000,
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co- amemFactory ; Caleb B. Turner, proprietor; 40
or 50 rods east of the preceding ; built in 19283 wood.
These three establishments are supplied with water from
the north branch, by one canal, which carries the water
along on the north bank about 70 or 80 rods. The fa-
bric produced here is of the coarser texiure. The last
of these buildings is notyet completed. It is at present
occupied for building machinery to be used on the pre-
mises.

Esies Factory; David Estes & Son, proprictoss ; on
the north side of IN. branch of the Hoosie, 40 rods below
Clarksburg road ; builr in 15253 46 feet by 31, 4 sto-
ries, brick ; material, wool; fabric, satinet; spindles,
130 ; looms, 7; persons employed, 23; yards annu-
ally made, 20,000. Connected with this is a building
of wood, 40 fcet by 22, containing § canding machincs, }
roping and 2 picking machines, 2 satinet looms, dye-
house, &c. There are also 150 epindles for satinet
warp. Wool carding and cloth dressing is also dene
for cuetomers.

Phenriz Factory ; Giies Tinker, proprietor; on
eouth branch of the Hoosic, at the west end of the north
village ; built iz 1925 and 1823, 110 feet by 34, 4 sto-
ries, brick ; material, cotton; fabric, coarse sheeting ;
spindles, 466 ; looms, 16; persons employed, 25;
yards annually made, 125,000, I this building, there
is a grist-mill with 2 run of stones. A large partof the
building is occupied forgmaking machinery, of which
about 810,000 worth ere made apnually. Connected
with the establishment ie o [urnace for casting ma-
chinery, and a tfifha.mmer shop in two separate build-
ings, each 30 by 40.

Union Factory ; Ingals, Wells & Burke, proprie-
tors ; on north branch of the Hoosic, at the eastern ex-
tremity of the north village ; built in 1827 and 1823 ;
95 feet by 30, 3 stories, wood ; material, cotton; fabric,
coarse sheeting ; epindles, 403 ; looms, 14; persona
employed, £3; yerde annually made, 100,000. W ool
iv also manufactured here into satinet j spindles, 220 ;
3oames, 6; personsemployed, 12; yards annually made,
30,000. Bonsidernble carding and cloth dressing in
also done for custpmem

&
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Boys’ Factory; Wells, Blackington & Co., proprie-
tors ; on Hoaosic river, 2 p miles west of the north vil-
lage, near the line of Williamstown; built in 1814 ; 60
feer by 25, 3 stories, wood ; material, wool ; fabric, sati-
net ; spindles, 465 5 looms, 9; persons employed, 20 ;
yarda annually made, 52,000

Boys’ Factory ; Wells, Blackington & Co., proprie-
tors ; 2 rods from the precedings built in 1821 ; 50
feet by B5, @ stories, wood ; material, cotton; fabric,
satinet warps ; spindles, 30§ ; persons employed, 20k
One of the buildings is occupied for carding, spinging
and weaving the wool, and the other for making the eot-
ton warps for satinet. Carding and cloth dressing is also
done for customers. :

Oid Brick Factory ; R. Brown and others, proprie-
tors 3 on south branch of the Hoosic, half a mile south
of the south village ; built in 1814 ; 75 feet by 32, 3
stories, brick ; material, cotton j fabric, coarse sheeting
and shirting ; spindles, 703; looms, 26 ; persons em-
ployed, 35 ; yards annually made, 156,000. The com-
pany who built this factory, were incorporated in the
year 1514, ‘1,?' the name of * Adams SBouth Village
Cotton and 'Woollen Manufacturing Company.”
Factory ; J. & A. Anthony, proprietors; on
aouth branch of the Hoosic, ith of a mile above the pre-
ceding ; built in 1827 ; 50 feet by 34, 3 stories, wood;
material, cotton 3 [abric, coarae sheeting and shirting ;
spindles, 720; looms, 24; persons employed, 33;
vards annually made, 144,000,

Factory ; D. Anthony, proprietor; on south
branch of the Hoosic, at the north extremity of the
eouth village ; built in 1626; 56 feet by 36, 4 stories,
brick ; material, cotton; fabric, conrse sheeting eand
ehirting ; spindles, 504 ; looms, 18; persons employed,
25; yards annually made, 130,000. This building is
calculated for double the quantity of machinery it now
eontzins. It is gradually filling up, and the intention of
whe proprietor is to produce 260,000 yards annuaily.”
— Factory ; Isaac U, Hoxie, proprietor ; iths
of a mile easat of the south village, ou Tophet brook ;
built in 1822 ; 40 feet by 30, 3 & stories, wood ; mate-
rial, cotton ; fabrie, yarn ; spindles, 144 ; persons em-
pieved, 7. The building is chiefly occupied for making
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m:whinera,‘ of which about 815,000 worth is made an-
fnnally. he water is tiirown upon the whee! from a
level with the third story of the building.

—~ Factory ; George Turner, proprietor ; half
n mile north of the south village, on the south branch
of the Hoosjic; built in 1814; 30 feet by 30, wood :
material, cotton § fabric, steipe; spindles, 336 ; persons
employed, 13; yords anoually made, 60,000. The
weaving is all done in families abroad.

Factory ; Jesse Jenks, proprietor; jthsof a
mile south of the south village, on south branch of the
Haosic ; built in 1828 ; 50 feet by 34, 1 story stonc, 2
stories wood ; material, cotton ; [abric, coarse sheeting
and shirting ; spindies, 333 ; looms, 12; persons em-
ployed, 155 yards annually made, 80,000. This fao-
tory is yet unfinished. It is calculated for nearly three
times the quantity of machinery it now contaios.

In the town of Adams, it appears from the foregoing
sechedule, there ere rbout 330 persons employed in the
cottonn and woollen manufacture, producing about
1,300,000 yards annualiy.

There is much va!uab?c water power unoccupied, es
pecially in the north part of the town. Some on the
north branch of the Hoosic in and above the north vil-
lage, and more on the Hoosic below the junction of the
branches, towards Williamatown.

There are 3 grist-mills in the town, 2 in the north vil-
lage, and one in the south 5 10 saw-mills, one oil-mil),
3 tanneries, and some other small machinery moved by
water, and adapted to various uses.

There is a small furnace in the east part of the north
village, which produces annually about $5000 worth of
castinga, chiefly machinery. '

The first settlers, most of whom came from Connee-
ticut, maintained the religious sentiments end liabits
nourished by the excelien: institutions of their netive
State. 'They early assumed the form of a Congrega-
tional church and society, and fulfilled the condition on
which the settling lots were conveyed to them, by build-
ing a meeting-house and settling a minister. Their _
firat meeting-house was built of Ioga, on a spot now oc-
cupied hy an orchard, at the comer of the roads near
the centre of the town, The Rev. Bamuel Todd, who
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came into the town in the eavly period of it settlemene,
waa installed pastor of the church. The reeords of this
church are lost, and the partieulars of its history can-
not now be koown,

Not long after the settiement of Mr. Todd, the change
of population withdrew his support, and obliged him to
relinquish his ministerial lahours. A vote of the inha-
bitants, takeo Jan. 3, 1778, before the incorporation
of the town, appears on the clerk’s book, proposing (o
the Rev. Mr. T'odd to relinquish his claim to the 1inis-
terial lands, to which his being the first settied minister
entitled him, and take his dismission. Ie was dismiss-
ed, hut retainéd the land.

My Todd was born in North Haven, Con., in 1713,
and educated at Yale College, where he reccived his
first degree in }734, atthe carly age of 15, At theage
of 20, he was settled in the ministry in Northbury in
Woodbury, Litchfield county, Con. The date of his
dismission (rom that charge is not known. He remin-
ved to Lanesborough, and from thence, in the fall of
1766, to Adamse. After his dismission from the church
in Adams, he was commissioned a justice of the peace.
He removed to Northfietd, Franklin county, Mass
thence to Orford, Grafton county, N. H., where {say
the records of that church) he and his wife were receiv-
ed into the c¢harch, June 4, 1782, e preached occa-
sionally to that congregation, and the ellerly inhabitants
of the town who knew him, highly commend his charac-
ter and talenta ’

Mr. Tadd possessed a mind of more than ordinary
strength, and great decision of character. His religious
seotiments and feelings were strictly evangelical.  The
revivals of 1740 he warmly approved, and exerted him-
self to promote them,

The Friends’ society in Adams wns formed in the year
731, David Anthony, Isaac Killy, Isaac Upton, Jo-
shua Lapham, Geo, Lapham, and Adan Hartness, with
their families, constituted the society at its first ergani-
zation. They worshipped in a log dwelling-house, till
about the year 1786, when they ereeted the house in
which they now meet. Itgtands about half a mile north-
west of the south village. The building lot, together
with adjacent aceommodations for a barying grovnd,
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the whole comprising about 4¥ acres, was given to the
society by Darpiel Lapham.

In 1819 the society enjoyed its greatest strength. It
then embraced about 40 families. They now number
between 25 and 30 families, some members of which
belong to the society. Their decline is atributable
partly to removals from town, and partly to the reluc-
tance of the rising gemeration to take the places of theijr
lathers.

Their first recommended speaker was Robert Neshit,
who came into the society soon after”its formation. He
was succeeded by Mary Battey. 'The next was David
Aldridge, who still officiates.

For a time, the socicty had 2;school-houses, with a
dwelling-house and garden belonging 1o each, for the
use of the teachers. In 1824, when the decrease of the
society made one school sufficient, one of the school es-
tablishments was sold, and the avails were applied as a
school fuud. 'Their nominal school fund amounts to
about #5300 ; a part of which, however, when needed,
helps to support the poor. )

The sogiety in 1828 becanie about equally divided
respecting the sentiments of Etias Hicks. The Hicks-
ites appeared to be prompted rather by disapprobation
of the proceedings of the opposite party against Hicks,
than by approbatien of the sentiments which he avowed.
They pronounce those proccedings inconsistent with
their rules of diseipline.

After the dismission of Mr. Todd and the dispersion
of the Congregational chureh, there was an interval of
20 or 30 years, during which no church existed in the
town, except tbe society of Friends. About the year
1782, the inhabitants in the north part of the town, com-
prising the remnants off the declining Coogregational
chureh and others of similar sentiments, set up and co-
vered the {rame of a meeting-house, a few rods south of
the north village. Itstood without windowas or Aoer till
1794, when the people of the neklghhourhood moved it
into the villaga and finished it, selling the pews to de-
fray the expense. A Baptist preacher by the name of
Dyer Stark, who had removed into Stamford, Vt., was
employed to preach o partac_rrl;the time for several years,
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during which time no church was recognized in the
lace.

P I 1803, o Baptist church, consisting of 35 membhers,
was organized, under the minjstry of Elder George
Witherel. Ithas enjoyed several revivals, which brought
considerable accessions to ita numbers. 'The whele
uumber of persons who bave belonged to the church
since its organization, is 178. Of these, 31 have been
excommunicated, 18 have died, and 30 have been dis.
miseed and recommenced to other churches. Ninery-
nine are now represented on the records as members ¢f
the church.

The fullowing ministers have been cmployed at in~
tervals, in succession, after Mp Withercl, viz. Elders
Elijah I'. Willey, Hosea YWheeler, Robinson, Sa-
imuel Savory, and Charles B. Keyes.

The mecting-house bad by common consent become
the property of a sosiety in which no church existed,
and which profeased no decided partiality for any reli-
gious erced. The labours of a Daptist preacher, whomn
they hoppened to employ, first gave currency to the te-
neta of that denomination, and as the society inclined
towards the order of the Baptists, they carried the house
with them, and have since held it chicfly as the property
uf that denomination,

About the year 1734, a considerable body of Metho-
dists madc their appearance in the south part of the
town, They decreased formany years, till very few of
rthat conuexicn remained in the tuwn, A small class
was in the mean time formed in the Notch. In 1823,
they converted a bnilding which had been occupied for
. a dwelling and for some other uges, in the north village,
into a meeting-house, which they finished within, in the
autumn of 1828. For the last few years, the growth of
the Methodist connexion in the north village has bean
considerable. They ore supplied lalf the time with
cireuit preaching.

A second Daptist church was organized in the south-
village in 1826, under the ministry of Elger Elnathan
Sweet, of Cheshire, who hes since supplied them hall
ibe time, The church was organized with 14 members,
Since that time, 38 have been zdded to it, 2 Fave been
diemissed [rom it, ? have dicd, and one has been excoms
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mnieated 5 leaving at the last meeting of the Baptigt
Association, 47 members, The mecting-house in which
they worship, stands in the south village. Itis a con-
venient brick edifice, without a steeple, decently finished
within, and was buoilt by the inhabitants of the village
and the vicinity, with little regard to religious denomi-
nations, '

The present Congregational church was organized in
the.north village, Aprit 19, 1827, consisting of 22 mem-
bers, ¥ males and 15 females. During the remezinder
of that year and the following, 9 jnembers were added
to it, and 3 dismissed and recommended to other
churches. The church compriged, Jan. 1, 1829, 2
members,

In 823, the church, by the assistance of friends of
religion abroad, crected a convenient and decent house
of worshiv iu the north village, Fris built of brick, 65

“feet hy 40, with {ull gallery, und including the lot and
the expense of a bell and sinves, cost $4000. The
house was dedicated on the 12t of November, 1823 ;
and "the same day, the Rev. John W. Yeowans was
ordained and installed pastor of the chureh. 'They
have received assistance in supporting the preaching of
ihe gospel, from the Berkshive and the Massachusetts
Missionary Socicties. The seats of the meeting-house
are subjected to annuities, to rzise the salary and defray
the expenses of the church,

From the organization of the church to Jan, I, 1529,
haptism was admivistered to 14 persons ; & adults and
8 children.

Adams is divided into 13 school districts. 1o the
most populous distriets, which draw the largest amount
of the interest of the school fund, schogls are supported
from 8 to 10 months in the year; the least populous
districts frequently have schools only obout zs rmany
wepka. The school fund amounts to $4,547. It is
vested in' lands, which yield an annual rent of about 270
dollars, which s distributed among the districts accord-
ing to their number of persons under 21 years of age.
Ne money has ever been reised for sehools by taxation,
exeeptin one instanee : Dec. 31st, 178, the town voted
to raise three peurds for the support of a grammar
school the year ensuing,
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The original proprietors of the townsnip approepriated
wne 63d part of the town to each of these three purposes:
for the first settled minister, for the supfort of the mi-
nistry, and (or the support of schools. The portion of
the tirst settled minister, the Rev. Mr. Todd received.
The remainder of these poblic tands were neglected (or
many years, on account of the disorder of the public
concerae of the town, and were mostly occupied by in-
dividual claims. When the public claim was afterwards
revived, no distinction was recognized respecting the
lands recovered for public uses, and the whale wan
merged in the school fund, where it has since remained,
Wo legisiative authority, however, wae ever obtained for
this transfer of the ministerial lands.

A part of the legacy of Col. Williams, which gave
rise to Williams College, was originally bequcathed to
this town. The project for erecting a College in Will- |
jamstown, led to efforts to appropriate the whole dona-
tion to that object ; and & vote of the inhabitauts of Ad-
ams was procured, uniting their share of the legacy with
that of Williamstown. The transfer was afierwards
sanctioned by = vote of the General Court of the State.

A small bot comely building was erected in the south
village in 1825, to accommodate a subseription school.
The establishment embraces two departments, a male
and a l[emale; so conneeted as to contribute chiefly to
the support of a male principal.  Both deparunents
have embraced on average number of from 30 to
40 scholars. ‘The institution has no funds, except the
building, which was erected by subscriptions of the in-
habitants in the vicinity. Its patronage has been chiefly
confined to the town, and even to the south par.

Two gelect schools conmenced in the north village in
December, 16828, one for males, the other for females.
They began auspiciously, and were afterwards unijted,
with the design of forming a permanent academical es-
‘tablishment

A public library was instituted in the south village,
about the year 1805, by a society called the Adams Li-
“brary Association. It embraced about 130 volumes,
procured at an expense of about $180. The library is
-mill.in existence, though under no regulation. Moat
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of the books are held hy those who drew them for nse,
and neglected to return them.

A charter for a bank to be located in this tawn, witl
a capital of $100,000, was granted in 1998. The bank
hasnot yet commenced operations.

The ¢cemeteries in this town are numerous, on account
af the broken state of society; but except that of the
Friends’ society, and one set apart for the use of the
Congregational church at the first settlement of the
town, they are not the property of the publiec. The in-
Liabitants of the north village bury ina spot owned b
Col. Jeremiah Colegrove, in the eastern part of the vi?i
lage. .The burying ground nccuﬁied chielly by the south
village inhabitants, except the Friends, is jth of a mile
south-east of the village. Ftwas devoted to that uze by
Joseph Bmith, but never was legally conveyed to the

ubl:e.

P Israel Joues, Esq., who has been mentioned ns em-
ployed by the proprictors in surveying * settling lots”
in this town, and in superintending their sale, died sud-
denly on the 11th ol September, the present year, aged
9]1. The following account is extracted {fom a notiee
uf bius, published in the Berkshire American, the week
after ltis death :

¢ Esq. Jones was horn Sept, 21, 1783, 0. 8., in Wes-
ton, Middlescx county, in this Siate, where his great-
grandlather, who came from England, settled in 1665,
He was the fourth of fifieen children, all of whom, ex-
cept one, were sons, and all the offspring of the same
father and mother. His father, Elisha Jones, who was
one of the three original proprietors ol this township,
held many public and responsible offices, and was emi-
nent for piety. Israel setticd first in a central part of
the town of Pittsfield ; he removed to thia town in 1766,
and married the year alter, Alithea, daughter of the
Rev. Mr. Todd, with whom he lived 53 years, He liad
nine children, two only of whom survive him. In 1803
ha became a member of the church in Williamatown,
where he regularly attended worship, till he remaoved
his relations to the Con%:%e?gational church in this vil-
lage, atits formation in 1827,

He frequently held a seat in the General Court of
the Commonwealth. In 1799 he was efnployed by the
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overnment in adjuming the line between the United

tates and the south-eastern part of the British domi-
nions in North America, e was a trustee, frst of
the Free School, and then of the Callege, in Williama-
town.

The character of Eeq. Jones, was formed by a vigor-
ous intellect, ardent feelings, and religion. His mind
was furnished with extensive intelligence from observa-
fion and reading, and his memory gave him a command
of his knowiedge which seldom accompanies that ex-
tremc age. Hies bodily health and activity, preserved
by temperance and wholesome exercise, were like the
health and activity of youth, _

He was decidedly generous and kind, though possess-
ed of a quick and ardent temperament, Ta those who
were acquainted with bis religious experience, he mani-
feated the uniform spirit of a christian. He cherished a
constant acnse of sin, and looked for ealvation to the
atonement of Christ. For a long time previous (o his
death, his hope of heaven sustained him above the fear
of death, and rendered his expected dissolution an agree-
able subject of contemplation. He often said that he
dreaded nutiing from death but the pain of dying, and
he was spared even that.”’

During the forenoon of the day on which he died, he
rode 10 or 1% miles on horseback, dined with his family,
end having arranged his plan of business for the after
noon, retired, us his custom was, to rest for an hour or
two, requesting one of his family to wake him at a cer-
tain time. Ahbout 2 o’clock, when he had intended to
rise, he was found lifeless, having evidently expired in
his sleep without a struggle.

A complete list of the physicians in this town has not
been obtained,

Lawyers.

Daniel Noble, now practising in Williamstown ;
Thomas Robinson, Nathan Putnam, Daniel D. Robin-
son, [deccased], and Charles P. Huntington, removed
to Northampton.



A BISTORY
oF THE
TOWN OF PERU,
BY RAEY.  JOSEFH M. BREYWITEDN.

Tuts township Included the greater part of Hinsdala
uutil 1804, The whole was purchased at auction at
Boston, June 2, 1762, for £1460, Nine townships
were purchased atthat time ; among which this wae de-
naomicated Neo. 2. It went into the hands of Oliver Par-
tridge and Elisha Jones; and in honour of the former
gentieman was called Partridgefield, from its incorpora-
tion in 1771, until 1806, wheu it received its preeent
name. It ia about 6 miles long and 4§ broad, embra-
cing about 17,280 acres. Within these limiws the set-
tlement commenced about 1764. Between this time
and 1763, Henry Badger from New Jersey, Nathaniel
Btoweil from Connecticut, Peter, Daniel and Nathan
Thompson, brothers, from the eastern part of this Btate,
in it, and Ebenezer Pierce not long after.

The town ia bounded by Windsor on the north ; by
Cummingten snd Worthington in the connty of Hamp-
shire on the east ; by Middlefield in the rame county on
the south, corneriag on Washington on the south-west,
end by Hinsdale on the west  Occupying thie height of
land on the Green mountain range, the climate is se-
vere. The surface is uneven, and the soil in many pla-
scs hard and stony. It is best adapted to grazing,
shough considcrable quantities of rye, comn and oats are
raised in favorable seasons. 'There is a limestone
quarey, from which lime is made of the best quality.
Theve are no large rivers or streams. The inhabitants
are very generally farmers—industrious, temperate and
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moral. We have but onc store, one tavern, (supported
by travellers,) one grist-mill, and 3 saw-miile, There
are 111 families, and about as many dwelling-houses.

The first team ia said ¢o have croesed the mountain in
this town in 1767, A turnpike road now passes over it,
leading from Albany and Pittsfield to Northampton and
Boston.

Public worship has Leen maintained from near or
quite the commencement of the settlement, and the in-
habitants hiave been distinguished far their zeat in sup-
porting the institutions of the gospel. They are princi-
pally Congregationalists, though there are some Bap-
tisls and Methodists, belonging to societies and churches
in the adjoining towns.

The church was organized with about 85 members,
" in 770, and the Rev. Stephen Tracy, from Norwiclh,
Con., was ordained their pastor in April, 1772, He
was dismissed in May, 1776, and afterwards settled in
Norwich., There arc no records of his minisiry re-
maining. '

The Rev. John Leland, a native of Holliston, the
szcond pastor, was ordained in April, 1783, and remain-
ed+sole pastor until Gct. 8, 1815, when :he Rev. Roswell
Hawks was associated with him as colieague, During
this time, there were two revivals, one in 1804, and the
other in 1803. By the former, 19, and by the lfatter,
53 persona were brought into the church. = Befnre the
settlement of his colleague, Mr. Leland admitted about
204 to the'communion. He died at the house of lis
aon, Mr. John Leland, in Amherst, in May, 1826.

Mr. Hawks was dismissed in April, 1823, and is now
pastor of the church in Cummington, Filty-five per-
sons were admitted to the church by him, 31 of whom
were the (ruits of a revival in 1819,

The present pastor of the church, the Rev. Joseph
M. Brewster, was ordained Dec. 29, 1824. A few drops
of mercy were shed down to refresh the people of God
in the epring of 1827. Twenty-six persons have
been received to the ehureh under his ministry ; and
the church consisted on the 1st of January last, of 111
membera

The following - persone have eustained the office of
dercons, vis. Stephen Fisk, Daniel Kinney, Ebenener
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Pierce, Joseph Nash, Zechariah Watkins, Rufus Butts,
Atlen Pain, Cyrus Stowell, Esq., and Smith Phillips.
All these, excepting the two last, are in their graves.

The first meetmg-house was erected in 1780, and the
present one in July 18, 1307, It is a remarkable fact,
that the rain from 1he east roof of this house flows into
Counecticut river, and {tom the west into the Housato-
nic.

Considerable has been done and is deing in the cause
of benevolence. About $30U was raised for chariable
ohjects in 1628,

We bhave 7 district schools, and o town Iibrary of
about 100 voluines,

The tex for supporting pauperd in 1828, was about
$100.

Physicians.

John 8mith, —— Whitman, Daniel Pierce, Thomas

Searv, and Jones Brown.



A HISTORY
or THE

TOWN OF HINSDALE.

FBY RNY. WILLTAM A. HAWLAT.

HivspaLn is eituaied on the west side of the Green
mountain range, and is bounded north by Windsor, east
by Peru, south by Washington, and west by Dalton.
Its length from north to south is 7 miles, and its beeadth
from 3 1o 4. The town is watered by a branch of the
Housatonic, which rises in the south-west corner, partly
in Woshington, end runs in a north-westerly direction,
forming in its way several valuable water privileges.
On the banks of this streain and its tributaries, is muchk
valuable meadow, which affords an abundauce of grass,
and much of it of an excellant quality. The s0il 3
generafly good, adapted ehiefly to grass.  In the town
there ure now L corn mill, 6 saw-inills, attached to two
of which there are machines for sawing shingles, 1 wool-
Yen factory, 2 clethiers® mills, and 2 tannevies, There
are comparatively few mecharics in town. Tle great
portion of the population ave fwmors, occupying theiy
own farms, employed mostly in the care of sheep, the
wool of which is generally exeeilont guality, and
affords a very handsome pr Previous to the intro-
duction of the Spanish sheep, the jrincipal business was
the dairy and the raizing of e

The settlement was commen
the second French war, pioi
83, it is understood, by Frui.cl
Milles, brothers, fron: Middi b :
o man of considerable note, was cinpluicd by ihe gos
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vernment ns surveyot, and surveyed the roed from Bos-
tan to Albany, and the boundary line between Mansan-
chusetts and New York, He resided in the town 1ill
the commencement of the American revolution, when
hie was induced, professedly by conscientious scruples
conceraing his oath of altegiance to the king, to forsake
the country, and go to England.  About the same time,
or soon after, Nathan and Wilson Torrey, from Rhiode-
Island, settled in town,  Very nearly at the same timne,
Plhineas, Zacheus, Josepl, Michacl, and Edmund
‘Watkins, sons of Joseph Wartking, moved here from
Hopkinton. About the year 1771, Nathan Fisk, who
was among the first settiers, built the first corp mill, and
received as a prémium for it, from the Governmenty 100
acres of land. The pext year he erected also the firm
saw-mill, and received, it is said, a premium of 150
acres. M. Fisk soon sold to a Mr. Bamuel Watkins,
and lelt the town. 1n the year 1774, Nathaniel Tracy,
now the oldest man in town, brofher to Rev. Stephen
Tracy, the first minister of Partridgefield, from Now
wich, and Abpner Bixbe, from Framinghum, settied
licre.  In the next year, Mt James Wing, and two fa-
milies by the name of Frost, setiled intown. In 1781
Richard Btar, a pious apd godly man, came into the
town from Groton, Con,, and was of great service 1o the
religious interests of the people. Asa testimony of re-
apect and grateful remembrance, at the suggestion of
the church, a subscription was raised, by which a re.
spectable monument is erected at his grave.

Originally this town belonged to Partridgefield, now
Peru,on the east, and Dalton on the west ; the inhabitants
were conpected with these two towns in their religioua

rivilegea.  In 1795, they were incorporated as a parish

v the name of the west parish of Partridgefield; and
in 184, they were incorporated 2s a town by the name
of Hinsdale, In the year first mentioned, the Rev,
Theodore Hinsdale, after whom the town was called,
came and seitled in that part of the town which <hen be-
longed to Dalton, and was instromental, in connection
with Dea, Star, in galiering and organizing the Con.
gregational church, which was formed in December of
that year, consisting of 23 members, 13 males and 1
Semples,



8 NISTORY OF BERESHIREL '

After the incorporation of the parish, and the ente-
blishment of the church, the people were occasionally,
and sometimes statedly supplied with preachirg by Mr.
Hinsdale, and at other times the Rev. Joha Leland, then
minister of Peru, supplied them a part of the time, and
they paid a proportional part of his salary, In Octo-
ber, 1799, measoares were adepted for boilding the pre-
sent meeting-house, and the next spring the frame wan
raised. In Oectober, 1799, the house being completed
and acceEted by the parish, was religiously dedicated to
the worship of God. When the building was first un-
dertaken, it was determined to defray the expense by
the sale of the pews, and they were accordingly soid at
auction, and-obligations given by the purchasers for the
money. Inreliance on this plan, the house was begun
and almost completed, when it was found that several
purchasers had failed, that others had absconded, and
many more become dissatisfied, so that the contractore
for the hause were unable to meet their engagements,
amd were obliged to horrow money, and in some in-
atances at an extraordinary interest. Thus embarras-
sed, they were obliged to abandon the original plan of
building by the sale of pews, and negociations were en-
tered into with purchasers to relinquish their pewsto the
parish. This being done, the parish assumed the wholw
debt, and voted to assess it upon the parishioners in m
direet tax. This measure induced nuinbers to certif
cate from the society, aud left the burden of a heavy
debt on the remaining members., TFhis burden, how-
ever, was generally sustained with harmony and pa-
tience 3 and in 130 the society were so far Lberated
from debt, that they were encouraged to proceed 1o the
settlementola mintster. In Nov, 1801, the church unani-
mously invited the Rev. €aleb Knight, a native of Lis-
bon, Con., and giaduate of Wiliiams Cellege 1300, to
settle with them in the ministry 3 and in the following
January, the parish unaniinously vated a concurrence
with the voie of the church, and mode provision for his
support.  On the 23ch of the following April, he waa
ordained,

During the ministry of Mr. Knight, there was no spe-
ginl revival-of religion, though there were frequent ad-
ditigns to the church, He lived vespested minorcg the
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people 14 years, when he was induced by the pecuniary
embarrassments, which many ministers experience
during the late war with England, toask a dismission ;
which he obtained by u mutval council on the $th of
April, 18186,

After his dismission, he was settled over the Presby-
terian church in Franklin, Delaware coumy, N. Y.,
from Aug. 20, 1817, until June 25, 1322. He is now
gcttled in the neighbousing town of Washington,

The present pastor, the Rev, William Agur Hawley,

was ordained July 16, 1817,
_ Iu the latter part of the winter, and the spring of 1518,
n revival of religion was experienced pretty generaily
through the town, which resulted in the addition of
about 30 to the Congregational churcli, and several ta
the Baptist. In 1821, a sccond revival was experiens
ced, which brought into the Congregational cliireh
about 23. These revivals produced a very visible and
important chiange in the state of society. The reform.
ing influence of religion was spread very generally
through the town; many of the most respectalile and
influential youth were brought into the chureh and hope-
fully under the sanctifying power of divine wruth, 4
new impulse was given to charitable exertions for the
spread of the gospel,  In 1327, there was a third revi-
val, morc general nnd powerful thar either of the others,
which resulted 'in’ the addition of 50 to the Congrega-
tional church, anid of a few to the Baptist and Metho-
dist. Lforts to spread the gospel liave kept pace with
the advaucement ol religion ; and societics are systema-
tically, patronized for the great object of sendipg the
gospet to the destitute. The punber of members be-
{onging to the ehurch on the 1st of January last, was
144,

. In 1997, a Baptist chureh and society were organized,
epmposcd of inembers, living, some in Partridgefield,
ap this town ond Peru were then called, and some 11 the
several towns contiguoua.  The principal men engaged
in the (ormation of this society and cburch, were, Elen-
rer Cady, Joshua Juckson, and Nathan Torrey. Bider
Eleazer Sinith, who was the first preacher, comtmenced
bjs Jubours in 1793.  Alraham Yacksou, son of Jostiua
Ja ckeon, was the/{irst 1—.er§g;1 boptized and united with

3

— e
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the churchafter its establishment.  He was subsequent-
}y licensed to preach, and in 1809, ordained to the work
of the ministry, nnd is now {he seitled preccher to this
<hurch and society. The present number of the chureh
9 T8, of whom 32 live in this town, and 1be rest in the
towns around us. Tley have a meeting-house, Luilt in
1818,

In the town there are § distriet &échools, for the sup-
port of which, from 3M to 350 dollors are annually
maised. ‘This is expended in 1be liive of teachers, who
are boarded by the people; and woocd is alzo genernlly
provided, withont drawing {rom the publicmnnies, DBe-
aides these, a select school is usually kept in the wine
ter, in which higher hrauches of study ave pursoed.

There is a prenty valuable and sumewhat extensive
public library, eensisting of hooks gencrally well se
leeted. A great portion of the families are proprictors,
and the bhooks have a very meneral eirculation.

The Rev. My, Hinsdale, of whem wention has been
made, and in honne of whow the town was panaed, was
the son of M. John Hinsdale, of Berlin, Can. He wag
born Nov. 20, 1735, O, 8.5 and in the 20ili vear of his
age admitied a member of Yale College, where he sus-
tained a very respecinble sianding as a schelur and
christian,  After he was mraduated, he was employed
several years in teacliing, and at ihe same tune engaged
in preparing for the ministry, to which he was ordained
in the 29t year of his age, as pastor ot a church in
Windsor, Con. In a condo, delivered at Yale Col-
lege, he defended ahly the divinhy of the Scriptures, in
an argument fromn propheey.  After 23 years hinppily
spent with his people, lie was induced to consent to a
dismiss:on, by a union of his parish with the other Con-

- gregationat parish in that town. Deing somewhat ad-
vanced in age, and having & numerous family of soas,
he came to this town and scitled on a farn. It was
still his intention to have continued statedly in the minjs-
try, but in providence a door never seemed to be open-
ed for his re-setttement.  He tharefore spent his days
in the town, occasionally preaching in different places,
In town he exerted a very happy influence; was the
principal agent in gathering the cliurch, and in estalblish-
wmg religious order, For a number ol years he officine
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ted as justice of the peace, and in the various conditions
of life maintained a dignity of character and soundness
of judgiment, which few possess. Mr. Hinedale wae n
lover of learning, and though in a measure retired from
the active dutica of the ministry, kept up an habitual
acquaintance with the intelligence appropriately minis
terial, associated with his brethren, and was not unfra-
quently called to sit in ecclesiastical councils. He pre-
eerved till denth a knowledge of his youthful studies,
read the classics with perfect ease, and could quoie
them recadily when occasion called.

- He died in the house of his family, suddenly, on the
25th of Drecember, 13818, not kaving lived a day beyond
his usefulness.

Dr. Abel Kittredge, the first physician in this placs,
i still living. Ile came here in 1794. His son, Dr. -
Benjamin Kittredge, is the present practising phyei-
<ian.

Thomsas Ailen, Eeq., a native of Sharon, Con., ad-
-mitted to the bar in 1709, is the only lawyer who ever.
resided in Hinsdale.



A HISTORY
or THE
TOWN OF WINDSOR.

BY REYV. GGRDON DGRRANCE.

Tuis township was purchqsed at Bastan by Noah
Nash, for £1430, June 2, 1762, and called among the
townships purc.xased at that tine, No. 4. When it waa
incorporated, in 1771, it was calied (iageborough, in
honor of Geo. Gage, then British governor of Massa-
chusetts,  In 1778, at ihe request of the inhabitants, the
(General Court gave to it its present name.

At first the township was six miles square; buta
considerable tract of lund on the northern and westera
boundaries having been annexed to Cheshire and Dal-
ton, and nearly the same amount added to the eastern
section from Plaiufield and Clummington, in the county
of Harmpshive, the present dimensiuns ar e about'i’ miles
by 5. It is bounded by Cheslive and Savey on the
north ; by Plinficld and Cummington on the east; by
Pern and Hinsdale on the south 3 and by Dalton on the
west.

Joszeph Chamberlain and Ephraim Keves, from Ash-
ford, Con,, and Bdward Walker from Hadley, were the
first inhabitants.  John 1L, Jerewiah Cady, and Jo-
stah Lawrence, from Plainfield, Con., were among the
early scttlers, " Thougn Dir Iall has many descend-
ants still living licre, e soon reinoved to Castleton, Yt
and was killed by o party of Indians about the time of
the eapture of Burgovie, A daughter of Mr, Law-
rence, born in May, 1703, was the fizst ehild Lorn in
shis plase, ] e
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This town has a lofly eievation, and a surface some-
what uneven. The height of land lies in a nonth and
south direction, a little west of the centre ; [rom which
the descent is gradual both to the east and west. On
the east side rises Westfield river, which takes a couthe
eastern course 3 and on the west side the Housatonic,
which runs fowards the south-west. The origin and
sources of these streams are but a few rods from each
other, a little south of the Congregational mecting-
house. They rececive several brooks in their passage
through the town. )

On the Housatenig, in the south-west part of the Lown
near the line of Dalton, are falls, judged to be abeut
70 feet.  Though the quantity of water is not great, yet
it is precipitated dowsn the rock with such violence that
it afiords a prospect truly sublime. The rock over
which it passes is divided near the middie, one part pro-
jecting much fucther than the other.  Ou the prajecting
rack a flume iz placed, which takes sufficient water 1o
carry a saw and grist-mill.  In this the water rushes
forward with surprising force.

The soil of the towi is various, in some places argil-
laceous, and in the eastern section sandy. In general
it ia well adapted to grazing and mowine. Winter
wheat does not flourishy but most kinds ofspring grainare
raised in abundanee. Very eonsiderable is done at dai-
rying and the raising of <lieep. The manufaciures ore
principally domestic. We have 8 saw-inills, 2 grist-
mitls, 1 shingle mitl,  bark mill, 1 tannery, 1 tavern,
and 2 stores.

The township has not been examined by geologists,
and not vuch is known concerning its iuternal struo-
ture. There are large masses of granite, an nbundance
of limestone, considerable ledges of soapstone, end
some minerals.

The population in 1520 was 1085. We have 147
dwelling-houses, and about 200 rateable poila. Our
district schools are 10.

The number of deatha for 34 years, preeeding the
1st of January laat, was 418, making a fraction over 12
a year on anaverage. Moat of these deaths wers occa-
sioncd by fevers and consumptions. ‘I'he croup is net
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unfeequent here among children : the dysentery dosw
pot olten prevail,

For many years the people had but one place of wor-
ship; and the greater pro’Fortion of the inhabitants are
still Congregationalists. The first meeting-house erect-
ed was unfortunately burnt, before it was completed
The present brick meeting-house was built in 1523, and
dedicated Jun. 7, 1924,

The Congregational church was formed in 1772, and

on the 2010 of March, 1773, the Rev. David Avery, a
native of {iroton, Con., and graduate of Yale College
1769, was installed their pastor, having been previous]
ordained an evangelist. e was diswsissed April lfl
17%7%, that he might accept the office of chaplain in the
army of the United States, during the Revolutionary
war. He was aflterwards settled {or a time at Benning-
ton, Y, ond then at Wrentham. In the latter part of
his life he moved to Chaplin, o parish in Mansfield,
Con,, and lived on a farm, but occasionally preached,
until his deaih, which took place while on a journey to
Middlebury, ¥t, about the autumn of 18/9.. He was
esteemed by the people here, wba were extremely ug-
willing to part with him, . :
" Somnetime after Lis disnission, while the people were
in o broken state, and some of ihe inhabitants were ia
the army, an wnprincipled man by ke name of Yohn
Eiliot, came into town, and by art and management in-
duced the people lrastily to settle him. He was dismis-
sed in a2 few months, . .

The Rev, Elisha Fish of Upton, graduate of Hrrvard
College 17%9, was ordained here June 16, 1755, and
dismissed July 5, 1792. He was a gentleman of hand.
some talents, and very considerable literary attain-
inents. The church, and a portion of the peovple, were
happily united in him. Soon after hia dismission, e was
settled at Gilsum, N.IL where he died about 1814 or 15,
The present pastor, the Rev. Gordon Dorrance, a na-
tive of Stetling, Con., and graduate of Dartmouth Col-
lege 1756, was ordained Juiy 1, 1790, .

There liave been seasons of pentle refreshing from
the presence of the Lord, resembling a dew rather than
a geent and plentiful shower, ever since the means of
grace were enjoyed by this pcople. There was very
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considerable excitement after the dismission of Mr,
Avery, and previonsly to the settlement of Mr.. Fish,
A goodly number were brought into the church, many
of whom appeared to bear fruit unto life eternat. The
most interesting season which bas ever oecurred, proba-
bly, was in the autumn of 1822, and the winter follow.
ing. Foratime, especially, there was great solemnity
end much deep feeling. Many were pricked in their
hearts, and enquired earnestly for the way of salvation
by Christ. Nearly 40, as the fruits of it, united with
the church; some others indulged hopes. A revival of
leas extent was realized in the'spring and summer of

The church consisted of 10 membera at Mr. Avery’s
instaltation 10 were admitted by him': 29 after hia
dismission, and priar to the ordination of Mr, Fiah; 14
by Mr. Fish, and 199 have been admitted by the pre-
sent pastor. The number on the st Jan. last was 114,

Deacons.

John Brown ; chosen July 21, 1785,

Zebediah Morse 3 do. do.

_Joshua Phillipsy do. April 1, 1900.

John Brown, Jun. do. Nov. 20, 1905,

Isziah Whitinan ; do. Sept. 28, 1500,

Ehjah Nash; do. Dec. 3, 1812,

Alpheus Brown ; do. do.

Thomas Blanchard ; choszen Oect. 1, 1818,

A number of families living in the north-cast part of
this town, reinote from the centre, in connection with
some {amilies in Savoy, were formed into a poll society,
called the First Congregational Society of Savay, Feb.
18,1811, They worshipped for a time in a dwelling-
house, fitted up for the purpese, on the line between
the two towns.  As nearly all the present members live
in Windsor, their Inistory properly belongs to this place,
though they retain their original name.

The church was formed in the autumn of 1811, with
20 members, taken principally from the church in
Windsor. 8ixty-three have since been added, and om
the lat of fan. the nuinber was 56.

The Rev, Jephthah Poole, a native of Abington, but
immediaiely from Plainfield, was ordained pastor of
this gharch, Oct. 11, 1811, and dismissed for the wam
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of support, Feb. 13, 1316, He has s'nce been wetiled
at Brutus andat Ira, N. Y. More recently he has aup-
plied a village in Cainillus, called Canton; but ia now
without a charge.

Bince his dismission, the chyrch has been vaennt, buy
has hired preacling a part of the time, and haa received
some assistance {rom missionary societies. 'There have
been two revivals liere; one in 1919 and the other in
1822 The ndditions tw the churcl: from the former -
were about 14, and from the latter about 30

Deaconas,

Isaiah Whitnan ; chosen 1812 died April 7, 1827,

eged 66.

Cheny Taft; do, moved Bway.
Nathaniel Latham 3 do. 1816; do,
Galen Boow; do. 1524

A library is owned in the society, collected in 1626
sontaining about 40 volumes.

A Baptist society was incorporated in this town in
1807, and a sinall church organized sbout the same
time ; whichh was soon diesolved. The members nt-
tached themselves to neighbouring churches. The Bap-
tists erected a meeting-lmuse in 1819, Tleir presemt
church was formed in 1623,  Elder Noah Y, Bushnel
preached to them some ycars. Elder Hosea Trombull
preached to them for a season. At present, they have
po one to break to them the bread of life.

Members at various times have been added to their
sommunion. The number of members reported at the
laat meoling of the Baptist Association, was 565

Physicians.
Aoahal Wright, Daniel Pierce, and Hexekiah Moy
Wella, .
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TOWN OF SAVOY.

BY REV. DAVID D. FIELD.

Ix 1770 or 71, the General Court granted (o Cal
William Bullock of Rehoboth, agent for the heira of
Capt. Samuel Gallop and Company, a township ef
land six miles square, in consideration of the services
and suflerings of said Galiup and company in an expe-
diton inte Canatla, about the year 1690, in what was
called King William’s war, It appears that a previous
rerolve for rewarding them, bad not been carried into
execution. Col. Buliock was authorized to locate this
tawnship in any unappropriated lands then belonging
to Massachusetts. Beyrnardston’s grant, comprising the
western and greater part of Florida, had been before
focated. Col. Bullock lacated his grant to che south-
east, and north of Bernardston’s grant. The largest
pottion lies within the limits of SBavoy ; other por-
tions lic in Florida, Munroe and Clarksburg. The
portion in Bavoy, with some other lands, was incorpo-
ra;gg, with the inhabitants thereon, as a town, Feb. 20,
1797,

In the act of incorporation, the boundary is descri-
bed as follows, viz. ** Beginning in the south-west cor-
ner of Hawley [in the county of Frauklin,] and run-
ning north 18 deg. east 2065 rods to Cold river, {so
calied); thence [westward] on the line of thu channel
of the gaid river 1245 rods, to the line of Bernardsfon’s
grant ; thence on said line nordr S2 deg. west Y30 rada
to the line of Adams; thence on the said line south 10
deg. west 1060 rods, thenc%gardl 80 der. weat 240 rods



458 RISTORY OF DEBKSHIRE

to the line of Cheshire.; thence on said line south &
deg. east 446 rods to a staddle and stones; thence aomth
47 deg. west 330 roda to the line of Windsor ; thence
eouth 72 deg. east 1723 rods to the first meunrioned
boundary.

1t is a mountain township, and very considerahla pog-
tiona of it are too broken for cultivation. The best
lands arc said to be in the east and north parts.  The
inhahitants are very generally farmers, who raise stock
and keep considernble dairies.

The first (amily settled in this town in Sept. 1777 ;
and within the compass of ten yeara from that time, 3b
families settled in i, viz. the [amilies of Lemuel Hathe-
way, Daniel Wetherei, William Wilbore, Joseph Will.
iams, Joseph Williams, Jun.,, William Williams, Tho-
mas Williams, Loved Eddy, and Zechariah Padelford,
from Taunton ; of John Bourn, Joseph Bishop, Com-
fort Bates, Abial Dunham, Michael Sweet, and David
Matihews, (romn Attleborough; of Simeon Hodges and
8neilem Babbit, from Norton; Peleg Hatheway, Na-
than Shearman, and William Reed, from Middlebe-
rough ; of Peter Bennet and Eliezur Edson, immedi-
ately from Pelham, but previeusly from Middleborough;
of William Ingraham from Rehoboth 5 of Joshua Felt
from Eaeton 3 of Jomes Nelson from Brimfield ; of
Nathan Harkins from Shutesbury, previouely from
Berkley ; of 8amuel Rogers and William Tolman from
Sharon; of William Bowen from Warren, R. L. ; of
Samuel Iead, Shubael I'uller, Azarizh Heath, Joseph
Puiney, a man by the name of Murphy, snd another
by the name of Hamlin, from some part of. Connecticut,

There are now 160 [amilics in the town, and 145 dwell-
ing-houses ; 2 stares, 2 taverns, 1 grist mill and 6 saw-
milis, 1 clothier’s works, and a triphammer. _

The most compact settlement ia in thie south part, on
the road leading from Cheshire and Adame 10 Plain-
field, &¢., at the confluence of the two streamns which
constitute the head waters of Westfield river. This is
sometimes called Savey Village, but mare commaonly
Baroy Hotlow, -

Public worship was early established. Most of the
people are Daptists, though there are eome Metho-
diste and some Congregationalists. The present mem-
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bers of the Congregational society, called the First Con-
gregational Society of Savay, live almost wholly withia
the hounds of Windaor.

The Baptist church was orgarized June 24, 1737,
consigting of 10 members. It hadin May last, 101,

The DBaptists built theic meeting-house, hall a mile

rorth of tha Hollow, in 1304,
" The first miniater settled over the church was Elder
Nathan Haskins. He was ordained in 1789, and died
in 1802, aged 55, having sustained the reputation of a
pioms and good man. He was a native of Shuteshury.
. Elder Philip Piercc, a native of Rehoboth, succeed-
ed Mr. Haskins in 1907, and was dismissed in 1817,
He now lives in Dighton.

Elder David Woodbury succeeded Mr. Pierce in
March, 1824, and left town in July, 1824, He is a na-
tive of Templetan, and now resides in Pomfret, N. Y.

Elder Benjamin I, Remington, the present paator,
was ordained, Feb. 9, 1825,

In the grant to Col. Bullock, it was ordered by the
Legisiature that three righls should be reserved in the
townehip, containing 330 acres each, for the following
uses, ¥iz: ono as a donation to the first settied minister,
ene for the use of tha mioistry forever, and one for the
use of schools, The first right was given to Elder Has-
kins. The right reserved for scheols was sold in June,
1821, agreeably o an act of the Legislature passed the
preceding February, for 8697, leaving nfter deducting

" the expense ol sale, &c., 8656 26 ; which was divided
eut to the tewns, comprising part of Bullock’a grang, in
the following manner, viz: to Savoy, $404 98 ; 1o
Florida, $70 683 ; to Muarec, 871 14; and to Clarke-
burg, 109 31, The ministerial right, by on act of the
Legialature passed in 1826, was also sold for 81131,
leaving after deducting expenses, $1079 3% ; which
was divided out to these towns on the samc scele, vig :
to Eavag, 2667 03; ¢ Florida, 8116 75 to Munvoe,
#1ET 19; and to Clarksburg, $173 41. The Legiala-
ture gave perctission that alse this might be appiied for
the use of schools.  The school fund, therefere, now be-
longing to this town is §1071 96. There are 8 schools,
and about §264, including the intercst en the furd, is
aonually granted for the tnstruction of children,



A HISTORY
OF THE
TOWN OF ELORIDA.
BY LEY. DAVID D. FiELD,

Boume years before the Revolutionary war, the weqs-
ern part of this town was granted to the town of Ber-
nardston, to indemnily that town for a loss which it had
sustaincd by the running of the line between Maseachu-
setts and Vermont, or the New Hampshire Grants, as
Vermont was then called. This part was long cailed
Bernardsion’s Grant. It is 3 mniles and 265 rods fon
from north to south, and 3 miles wide, containing
acres. This, together witha portion of Bullock’s grant
on 19 eastern pide, and a part of King’s grant, consti-
tute the town of Florida. 1ts length from east to west
is various ; on an average it may be 4 miies. It was
incorporated in 1805, and is bounded on the north by
Clarksburg and Munroe ;- on the east partly by Deer-
field river, separating it from Rowe, and partly by an
unincorporated tract, called Zoar; on the south by Sa-
voy, and on the west by Adams,

Occupying the height of the Green mountain range,
the suiface is broken, and the climate severe.

" The town hegan to be settled about 1783, Dr. Da.
niie! Netson, from Stafford, Con., settled iu it in the
course of that year ; and between that lime and 1795,
he was joined by Paul Knowlton from Bhrewsbury,
Sylvanus Clark from Southampton, Nathan Drury,
Esq. from Bhelhurne, Jesse King, Esq. from Deerfield,
and Sicphen Staples rom Adame. Soon after 1795,
there was a considerable accession of inhabitants,
_ There are now 80 famitics and 75 dwelling-houses,
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The people derive their support principally from their
stock and dairies, and from summer crops. There are
no merchant stores in town, no factories, and no mills,
excepting 3 saw-milis. There is a post office and a ta-
vern. The road from Williamstown and Adams to
Greenfield, although the ascent and descent of the
mountain is difficult, passes through the place.

On the subject of religion, the people are divided.
Bome are Baptists, some are Congregationalists, and a
few are Methodists, living mostly on Deerficid river.

A Baptist church was formed in 1310, having about
20 members. The number in May last was 31. The
Baptist meeting-house was built in 1824, and the peo-
ple have preaching a part of the time,

A Congregational church was formed May 4, 1814,
consisting of 11 members, 5 inales and 6 females. Five
have gince been added (rom the world and 2 by letter,
end the number on the 1st Jan. in the curcent year was 15.

The people have heretofore had some assistance from
benevolent societies, but recently have enjoyed but lit-
tle preaching from ministers of their own denomination.

There are 4 district schools in town ; beside which a
few families on Deerfield river draw their proportion of
the public money and expend it among themselves.
The people grant fram 25 to 150 dollars vearly for
achools. They derive also a small sum from the school
fund, acezning from the sale of public lots in Bullock®s
grant .

Zoar,

Tais isa tract of unincorporated, and taken asa
whole, ol very mountainous and broken land, lying
south-east of Florida, and partly east of Deerfield river,
between Florida and the eounty of Franklin. Samuei
Pierce from Woburn first settled on the tract in 1766.
Lemuel Roberts, from some part of Vermont, _]omed
him in 1771. About 20 families now live upon it
There was [ormerly a Free-Will Baptist society 5 but
there is now no constant religious meeting, The inha-
bitants are attached to various denominations: somae
attend worship in Charlemont, and some occasionally in
Rowe and Florida. A subscription school is occasion-
ally kept.

23
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or_-nln
TOWN OF CLARKSBURG.

BY REY. JOHN W. YEOMANS.

Wuen Col. William Bullock measured out the grant
which bears his name, he was compelled, in order to
somplate his complement of 23,040 acres, to extend it
roumnd Bermardston’s grant. He intended to reach to
the line of Vermont; but not knowing precisely where
it was, and careful not w lose any part of his grant by
goitg into thatstate, he stopt a mile short of the line,
tnd proceeded westward 4 or 5 iniles along the north
line of Berpardeton’s grant and Adams. The part of
of Bullock’s grant which lies 'north of this grant and
town, and west of Manroe, togetlicr with the gore which
separates it from Willinmistown and Vermont, now con-
stitates Clarksburg. .

e scitlement of this tract was begun in 1769 by
Capt. Mauhew HKetchum, his son Maithew and his
cousins Epenetus, Daniel, and Samuel. These came
from Long Island. Nicholas Clarke and his brothers
Aaron, Stephen and Silas, camne in about the same time,
from Cumberland, R. L

The town was incorporated March 2, 1798. The
actof Incorporation thus describea its boundaries. ¢ Be-
ginning at the north-east corner of Williamstown, and
thence running east on the line between this Common-
wealth and the state of Vermont, 7 miles ; thence south
to the line of Bernardaton’s Grant about 2 j miles,
thence west on said line to the east lipe of Adams*’
(thin distance it is believed is about 2 mpiles) * thence

north on eaid line to the northeast corner of Adams,”
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{about } of a mile) “ thence on the north line of Ad-
ems to the east line of Williatnstown, thence north on
#aid line to the first mentioned boundary, Accordingly
Clarksburg is seven miles long from east to west and
trom 2 ¢ to @ & miles wide from nerth to south contaio-
ing 10,400 acres.

It received its name as is suppored from the numer-
ous families of Clarks that settled there. The petitlon-
ers desired to have it incorporated by the name of Hud-
son, from a man of that name, who was supposed ta
have been the first that cut a tree in the town, but wha
was not known to have continued there more than ong
or two montha. Hudson’s brook still bears the name.
Why the nome inserted in the petition was altered, the
petitioners never knew,

The surfaoce of this town is uneven and the soil hard
and stony. About two thirds of the town lies on the
Hoosic and Bald mountains. The mountain land ;e
cold and roeky. It is well eovered with valuable tim-
ber, the east part with oak and chesnut, the west with
spruce and Kemlock. Between the miountaing, the
snil is good for grazing, aflording a suitable proportion
. of arable land to accommodate the inhabitants, and
adapt the farms to the production of dairies and wool.
Indian 2orn, except when occasionally cut ofl by pre-
mrature (rost, yields a supply for the inhiabitants, Wheuat
in some spots grows tolerably, Ilye, oats, potatoes,
flax, can be successfully cultivated in every part of the
towu, except on the steep or rocky parts of the mouy-
tains. In common seasons the iphabitants supply
themselves with all these artictes, and oceasionally have
some to spare.

Clarksburg produces for the market emall quantities
of butter, chccse, and wool 3 but its principal commod-
ity is lumber, considerable spruce and hemlock timber
is brought to Adams and Williamatown. There are
four saw-mills in the town, which are kept in cperation
a large part of the year. A corn-mill, with one pair of
stones, was built some time before the incorporation of
tha town, but has long been out of use, aud is now iu
a state of decay.

The north byanch of the Hoosic river runs through a
partof Clarkshurg. Besides this there are two streams,
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commonly sufficient for saw-mills, whien fall into the
north branch within the limits of Adams, One of these
is Hudson’s brook,

There are now in the town 68 families comprising
408 soufs.

Clarksburg is divided inws four school districts,
The two moat populous have schools about 7
months cach 'in a year. In one lying on the east
wmountain, embracing a few scattercd familics there has
ncver been aschool.  The school fund arising from the
salc of ministerial and school lands in Bullock’s grant,
yields an income of about 18 dollars annually.

Thie Ketchum and Clark families, who first settled
in Clarksburg, were Daptists. About 14 yearsafter the
first settlement, the inhabitants of the unincorporated
lands, in what is now Clarksbury, and Stamford, V.
united in building a house of worship, nearly on the
line of the States, The walls were built of spruce togs
peeled, and the bark constitnted the réof. It was used
in the summer for two or thrce years.

About the same time there wag a revival of religion.
Twenty six belonging to Clarkshury joined the Bap-
tist chnreli at Cheshire Four Corners. A preacher
was sent among them by the church to which they be-
longed 3 hut his exceptionable character prevented his
usefulness and he was soon discharged.

Tu 1999 a second revival occurred under the preach-
ing of one Dyer Stark, a Baptist, who carre to labor in
Stamford. A chureh was formed of persons belonging
to Stamford and Clarksburg, called the first Baptist
church of Stanford and Clarkshurg. It numbered about
sixty memberr. Those, who united with the church in
Cheshire in the first revival, had by this time died or
removed from the place. Near the same period a
Methodist class was formed in Clarksburg and Stam-
ford,embracing 37 members. In 1809 a Baptist preach-
er by the name of Paul Himes, who came to live in Stam-
ford, held occasional meetings in Clarksburg, and some
religiaus excitement prevailed. There arc pow living
in Charksburg 122 persons, wha belonged to the above
mentioned church; and 16 who were members of the
Methodist class. There is only one Congregational
professor of religion in the town,
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There has never been stated and regular preaching
im Clarkshurgh for any considerable time. The pec-
ple have pometimes assembled on the sabbath, for pray-
er and conference, in their central school-house, nnd oc-
casionally an evening Jecture has been attended among
them by a neighboring minister. Several families are
now in the habit of attending meeting on the sabbath
with the diflerent congregationa in the north village of
Adama.

The principal families have burying places on their
own giounds m some of which their neighbare are per-
mitted to bury. The central and mast freqiented ce-
mentery belongs to the Clarks
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Page 18 line 11 from holiom, for south-enst read souch-west.

» 4 The truth is not stated in this paregraph; we
the summit leyel in Washingtan is several hon-
dred fset leas than that north of Hoosie Wt
and less elso than that in Becket, according te
Rail Road survey.

] Subjoin to the Post Office Table, Boston Cor.
post ofkce, established in 1827, Horace Lan—
don, P. M.; and East Shefficld post office,
Elijah 8. Deming, P. M.

1 To Board of Commlasioners subjoin the nume
of Ghartes Mstioon of Lenox.

ile The name of William Goodrich sbould follow
that of Thomay Withiama.

do. For Abraham Nimham read Dapie! Nimbam,

201 8 For the greater par read a graat part

F 313 B For 1684 acres read 15,840 scres

216 - 13 For post offices read two post offices.
262 10 For dedmed read termed.

254 4th line from bottom, erase én.
b X1 17 For twenty-ome acres read twenty-one hundred
ncred.

M 10 For the place read that place.

EEH 21 For of 1826 read spring of 1824,

340 4 For William Wells read Marlhorough Wells.
353 16 For Lenox read Pittefield

867 , 2z For ought read ought not.

e 19 For gre read is. ’

do. 28 For 1801 read 1800,

094 7 For March 22, 1775, read Feb, 15, 1176,

dao. 8 Faor Feb. 16, 1775, read March 22, 1775,

[ ki) 1T Far 48 rcad 42,

417 2 from bottom, for from end read from onb end.

448 156 Forin it read seitled in it.

There may he other errors. Should muy he discovered which
affect the senee and convey wrong information, either by those
who bave heen conrerned in writing parts of the History or by
- others, they w1ll much oblige the Commiltee by communicating
them to him immedjately in writing.

In conclusion, the Committee ﬁas a word lo say concerning
himaelf. The publication bhas heen delayed by circumstances
. which he could not control. 1t has been I'gund expedient also to
add eonsiderably to it as it bes been prinlmg. beyond what
waa wt firat contemplated, or even when the prefaca was printed.
When subscrihers see the size of the volume, he trusts they will
‘met feel disposed to complain.
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