Minor fungal diseases
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Black rot

Cause: Ceratocystis adiposa (E.). Butler) C. Moreau (anamorph = Chalara sp.).

Geographical distribution: Australia, Brazil, China, Dominican Republic,
‘Hawaii, India, Indonesia, Panama, Peru, Taiwan, USA.

Symptoms: purplish to black, soft watery rot of sugarcane seed cuttings; rot
often confined to the end of internodes; production of a mass of black, cottony
fungal growth on the cut ends; symptoms resemble those of pineapple disease.
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Black stripe

Cause: Pseudocercospora atrofiliformis (W.Y. Yen, T.C. Lo & C.C. Chi) Yen.
Geographical distribution: Taiwan.

Symptoms: narrow, dark brown to black streaks 5-36 mm long by 0.5-1.2 mm
wide on the leaf blades, between veins.
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Marasmius sheath rot and shoot blight; root rot

Cause: Marasmiellus stenospilus (Montagne) R. Singer = Marasmius stenospilus
Montagne; Marasmius sacchari Wakker; Rhizoctonia sp.; unidentified oomycete.

Geographical distribution: thought to be widely distributed (Barbados,
Indonesia, Mauritius, Peru, Philippines, Puerto Rico, USA).

Symptoms: white mycelium present between leaf sheath and stalk; rotting of
leaf sheaths near base; death of stem at or below soil surface.
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Myriogenospora leaf binding
Cause: Myriogenospora aciculispora Vizioli.
Geographical distribution: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, USA (Louisiana).

Symptoms: severe stunting and adherence of the tips of the unfolding leaves to
the adjacent older leaves by a black stroma of the pathogen; the adhering
older and emerging leaves form a circular hoop that may look like a whip; the
shoot may die (Figure 3).
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Phyllosticta leal spot
Cause: Phyllosticta hawaiiensis Caum, Phyllosticta sp.

Geographical distribution: Colombia, Cuba, Hawaii, India, Malawi, Nepal,
Panama, Philippines, Puerto Rico, South Africa, USA, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Symptoms: small, irregular, light-brown straw-coloured spots on leaf sheath
located close to where leaf attaches; fungus associated with older spots of ring

spot.
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Diseases caused by fungi: Minor fungal diseases

Figure 2. Leaf sphttmg split leaves f‘ookmg like
long-tangled coarse hair (J.C. Comstock).

Figure 1. lliau: binding of feaf sheaths
and distortion of emerging stem
(S. Matsuoka).

Figure 3. Myriogenospora leaf & | 4
binding: adhering leaves (BSES).

¥i%on Figure 4. Phytophthora rot
e o i e = of cuttings: orange-red streaking
LY mmztsawrm»mm inside cuttings (. Hoy).
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