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We have had an a b s o l u t e l y  wonderful Spring, a few 

s of r a i n  followed by f i n e ,  sunny weather being 

o f t en .  So I added a few more p l a n t s  t o  our 

c o l l e c t i o n .  Kaye had two very we l l  grown Calotham- 

erosus  so p lanted  one i n  he r  c o l l e c t i o n  & 

gave me one t o  pu t  i n  the  Arboretum c o l l e c t i o n .  I 

f a i r l y  high on t h e  h i l l  i n  a very rocky 

ce ,  so hope i t  does wel l .  A s  we have run  out  of 

o r  mulch, I c u t  a l a r g e  square of o ld  

c a r p e t ,  c u t t i n g  a l a r g e  x i n  the  middle f o r  

t h e  p l a n t  & weighing the corners  down with 

ocks. Hopefully i t  w i l l  g e t  covered wi th  leaves  

e t c .  but  if not  I w i l l  cover i t ,  but  t h i s  i s  only  

f o r  cosmetic purposes. I do hope t h a t  these  two 

grow wel l ,  a s  they a r e  such magnificent & unusual 

p l a n t s .  (Descr ip t ions  i n  N.L.s no. 10 & 14 ) 

a l s o  p lanted  ou t  some of ~ h o d $ s  Specia l  Cal. quadr i f idus  

and aspe r .  B i l l  gave us a b e a u t i f u l ,  l a r g e  p l a n t  of C. hom- 

o lophyl lus ,  a s  t h e  smal ler  ones p lanted  d ied  i n  the  hot,, d ry  weather, so 

hope t h i s  one surv ives  t h i s  summer. The C. g r a n i t i c u s  f i n a l l y  gave up, 

but  t h e  subsp. l e p t c p h y l l u s  i s  growing wonderfully,  so a f t e r  a few t r i e s  
I would say t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  most hardy of t h e  two subspecies.  
Kayels c o l l e c t i o n  i s  r e a l l y  marvelous, most of them coming from n a t u r a l  

a reas ,  which makes i t  va luab le  a s  a c u t t i n g  resource.  Seeds could be 
d. hybridised with so many spec ies  gro,lng toge the r .  A s  wel l  a s  the  ones 

growing i n  he r  p l a n t a t i o n  she a l s o  knows of many o t h e r s  growing f n  f r i e n d s  
l a r g e  gardens, so when a l l  of t h e s e  a r e  l i s t e d  we w i l l  have an extens ive  

l i v i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  which I can assu re  you i s  s t i l l  growing. 

I brought both seeds & c u t t i n g s  home from Kaye's of Eremaea purpurea, 

t h e  c u t t i n g  grown p l a n t s  doing very  wel l ,  even though i t  took a few days 

f o r  me t o  g e t  them home & a couple more before I could g e t  them i n  a pot.  

They withstand hot ,  d ry  weather without  water ing and our f r o s t s  haven ' t  

harmed them a t  a l l .  Af te r  reading of t h e  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  of germina t ing 



t he  seed I was a b i t  nervous about t r y i n g  them, but  a s  t h e  seed was j u s t  

coming out  of the  capsules ,  I p u t  them i n  s t r a i g h t  away & had good success  

wi th  them. Eremaea a r e  such a love ly  shrub, some q u i t e  small ,  I th ink  we 

should be t r y i n g  many s ec ies .  Graham has had g r e a t  success  wi th  them. P 
I w i l l  t r y  t o  g e t  some seed f o r  t h e  seed bank, but  i t  would be good 

i f  I could have a l i s t  of people w i l l i n g  t o  send seed ou t  t o  o t h e r  members 

t o  see i f  the  f r e ~ l h n e s s  of the  seed does make any difference. .  I hope t o  

have a few names f o r  t h e  next news le t t e r .  

& t r i p  on the  Canning Stock Route l a s t  winter  was r e a l l y  spec tacu la r ,  

such wonderful country & t o  make i t  even b e t t e r  t h e r e  had been a l o t  of 
r a i n  before  we l e f t  so the f lowers  were outs tanding ,  endless  miles  of t h e  
g r e a t e s t  f l o r a l  d i sp lay ,  mostly shrubs.  Some of the  magnificent rock out- 
crops looked l i k e  p e r f e c t l y  landscaped, enormous rocker i e s .  Great excitm- 

e n t  when I came t o  huge expances of C .  a r idus ,  so  I gathered l o t s  of seed 
capsules  (no t  a l o t  of seed i n  them, probably too o l d )  but  no f lowers .  

Eventually found a couple of very d r i e d  f lowers .  Af ter  d i scuss ion  wi th  

Kaye we f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  p l a n t  was probably not  a Calothamnus, even though 

the shrub looked l i k e  i t  was, but  could have been Lamarchea s u l c a t a .  Guess 

w e ' l l  never know unless  someone e l s e  goes i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  & g e t s  some more 

c lues .  

Graham has had a good f lowering,  some of the  p l a n t s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

time, including t h e  Calothamnus r u p e s t r i s  which i s  about 5 '  x 5 '  & n i c e l y  

shaped . 
Eremaea beaufor t io ides  had a l o t  of f lowers  while  E. f i m b r i a t a  had a 

few, both f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time. They a r e  about 3 '  high x 5 '  wide, very hea l  - 
y & very,  very bushy with 'hundredst of l a t e r a l  & v e r t i c a l  branches. Both 

w i l l  be g e t t i n g  a severe  pruning t o  keep them bushy. Eremaea v io lacea  has 

many flower buds & grows more s t e a d i l y  so d o e s n ' t  need pruning. It i s  about 

60 x 60 cm. 
A s  Graham had predic ted ,  the  Regelia v e l u t i n a  on t h e  na tu re  s t r i p  d id  

have a few f lowers  wi th  more t o  come. I t  i s  about 1 metre wide by 2.5 m. 

high. The one i n  the  garden unexpectedly had 2 red  f lowers .  This one i s  

4 '  wide x 6 '  high. Graham i s  going t o  prune bloth of these.The few t h a t  I 
have seen of these  have been t a l l ,  r a t h e r  narrow shrubs,  so a t t r a c t i v e  with 

t h e i r  s i l v e r y  leaves  & lovely  red  f lowers .  
I n  i t s  f o u r t h  year  Beaufor t ia  incana had f lowers  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time, 

not  profuse ly ,  but  q u i t e  a number. I t  i s  80cm high & 50cm wide. Both the  

B. schauer i  flowered p l e n t i f u l l y  & been pruned back. B. macrostemon & 

elegans a re  f lowering,  B. macrostemon profuse ly .  k?hile the  b ig  B. e legans 
i s  only jus t  breaking out .  
I t  i s  r e a l l y  wonderful t o  hear of such successes & a l l  t h i s  news w i l l  be 



used t o  update the  s p e c i e s  records .  By the  way Graham l i v e s  i n  Bateman's 

Bay i n  N.S.W. 

Rhoda has f o u r  new a d d i t i o n s ,  one C.  homolophyllus and th ree  

C. g r a n i t i c u s ,  a; ;  doing w e l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  one of the  C.  g r a n i t i c u s ,  

reminds h e r  of a  Ye t i  with i t s  two very upr igh t  main stems & lovely  
shaggy leaves .  She has pruned two of t h e  C. g r a n i t i c u s  (no t  t h e  one r e f e r -  

ed t o )  and the  C. homolophyllus and they a r e  growing well .  I w i l l  be 
i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know if t h e  C.  homolophyllus keeps i t s  p r o s t r a t e  form. I t  

i s  n o t  a  spec ies  t h a t  seems t o  grow here.  When t h e  weather g e t s  very ho t  

& d r y  i t  k e e l s  over. Rhoda a l s o  s e n t  some photos of h e r  C. asper  i n  the  

garden, they  were such n ice  photos t h a t  I was going t o  p u t  one i n  the  
news le t t e r ,  bu t  it d i d n ' t  copy too  wel l .  

Lyndal from Queanbeyan was p leased  t h a t  a l l  of t h e i r  Calothamnus 

a r e  proving more f r o s t  r e s i s t a n t  than  expected. C .  va l idus  only g e t s  t i p  

burnt  & t he  C .  a spe r  which was bought i n  autumn h a s n ' t  been a f fec ted  a t  

a l + h i s  win te r ,  but  of courae it waa a  ve ry  mild one.They haven ' t  had any 

t r o u b l e  w i t h  i n s e c t s  o r  mould. Lyndal has  a b e a u t i f u l  garden wi th  some 

f l a t  s p o t s  on 'the s i d e  of a  ve ry  w e l l  d ra ined  h i l l  and p l e n t y  of t h e  love- 

l y  n a t u r a l  bush around & through it. Two new add i t ions  a r e  a  yellow form 

of C. quadr i f idus  and C. v i l l o s u s  Badgingarra. I w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  

hea r  of t h e i r  progress  & t o  see  if t h e  C .  quadr i f idus  is low growing o r  

an  upr igh t  shrub. I hope t h a t  t h e  C. v i l l o s u s  i s  t h a t  spec ies  a s  we s t i l l  

haven ' t  anyone wi th  a  p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of one of these  growing. 

We're s t i l l  wai t ing  t o  s e e  i f  the  hopefuls  have f o u r  o r  f i v e  stamina1 

bundles.  C. v i l l o s u s  has  t h e  f i v e ,  and according t o  t h e  key has not  g o t  

f u r r y  leaves .  

Lyndal has a l s o  developed a  u s e f u l  record  shee t  f o r  h e r  Calothamnus. 

It was a  b i t  too wide f o r  m e  t o  copy i t  a l l ,  but  only missed out  on t h e  

collum t o  say if  t h e r e  was a s l i d e  of t h a t  sp. I w i l l  send an amended 

copy t o  those who have Calothamnus growing. 

B i l l  has  an e x c e l l e n t  book, B o t t l e  Brush, Paperbarks & Zeat rees  by 

Wrigley & Fagg which c o n t a i n s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  & drawing of a l l  of our Study 

Group s p e c i e s  a s  we l l  a s  e x c e l l e n t  photographs of many of them. Bf course . 
such a  u s e f u l  & b e a u t i f u l  book h a s  t o  be very expensive, bu t  maybe i f  

l o c a l  l i b r a r i e s  g e t  enough r e q u e s t s  they  w i l l  g e t  one i n  s tock.  

I have had a  few 'enquir ies  about t h e  Dulegal Arboretum, so  w i l l  g ive 

a  d e s c r i p t i o n .  It i s  a  n a t i v e  p l a n t  Arboretum, on the  banks of Chaffey 
Dam, which i s  one of t h e  water supply dams f o r  Tamworth a s  we l l  a s  supp- 

l y i n g  water f o r  i r r i g a t i n g .  It was s t a r t e d  by the  Tamworth Branch of the  



National Parks Associa t ion  a t  a  time , 

when we had g r e a t  t r o u b l e  buying n a t i v e  

p l a n t s .  When a Tamworth Group of SGAP 

s t a r t e d  they joined wi th  us & o t h e r s  t o  

make the  Dulegal Arboretum Associa t ion ,  

Dulegal meaning l fP lace  of lvlany Treesf1.  

I t  was a  t e r r i b l e  s i t e  11 yea r s  age, b u -  

we a r e  very pleased with i t  a s  the  t r e e :  

a r e  we l l  grown with many shrubs a s  we l l  

t o  make i t  more n a t u r a l .  SGAP have plan- 

t e d  some very a t t r a c t i v e  shrub beds,3 

beingawonderful Correa Co l l ec t ion  & of 
P 

course t h e r e  i s  the  s t a r t  of our  

Calothamnus & A l l i e d  Genera c o l l e c t i o n .  

Everything i s  done by vo lun tee r  workt- J 

so  t h a t  when the  p l a n t s  go i n  a f t e r  a 

good water ing & mulching t h e r e  i s  very 

l i t t l e  ongoing ca re .  

There a r e  over 1500 p l a n t s  c o n s i s t i n g  

o 380species of 75 genera,  & we t r y  t o  

g e t  a s  many r a r e  & endangered sp.  a s  w e  

can. 
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On t h e  s i d e  of t h i s  page I have p a r t  of 

Lynda l f s  P lan t  Record Sheet t o  show 

how she f i l l s  i t  i n .  I w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  

be using a  couple. I f  you could send ' I 

a copy every now & then  i t  w i l l  he lp  

wi th  the  record keeping. 
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