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Dear ember, "I 
us once again and as usual with it has come the magnificant flowering 
come to expect from our diverse Australian flora. As usual the 

For the first time in its 7-8 year life our C. 
has given us a good display probably because it has received plenty 
loss of a large neighbouring Grevillea venusta which came down 
from cyclone David earlier in the year. 

on nicely and should flower well. Our 2m high M. thymifolia 
subsp pallescens is putting on a good display. 
'Pacific Beauty' presented their usual good display. 
about 1.5m high which was covered in flowers from 

New M 4 m e s  and Combinations for some Melaleuca spp: 

An ar icle in Nutysia 8 (3) : 333-350 (1992) described new names and combinations for 
some elaleuca sp and subsp from the S.W. of W.A. which are considered to be rare or 
threa ened. Six species and two subspecies, M. araucarioides, M. fissurata, M. 
ordin'folia, 2 M. pomphostoma, M. ringens, M. sculponeata, M. viminea subsp appressa 
and M huegelii subsp pristicensis are described as new. M. tenella Bentham is d reduc d to a subsp of M. incana R. Br. and M. densa var pritzellii Domin is raised to 
speciqic rank. 

listed are as follows: 

Shrub to 1.5m high. Leaves tenate, semi-appressed 
the axis 1.7-3.5mm long, 0.7-1.8mm wide, petiole 
Inflorescence a basal or terminal spike of 8-17 

1.8-5mm long, filaments cream to yellow. 
v 

Distr 4 bution: Confined to the Ongerup-Cape Riche area of W.A. in well-drained sandy 
or lodmy soils in heaths or open eucalypt woodlands. l lo we ring" in July and October. 

Low shrub to 1.5m tall with rough bark. Leaves spirally 
4.0-5.b long, 1.5-2.0mm wide, petiole 0.5-0.7mm long. 

Inflo escence a lateral cluster of 1-5(10) flowers on old wood. Stamens white 5-10mm 
long. j Fruit CUP-shaped. 
~istribution: From Mt. Ney to Lake King N of Esperance. Occurs in mallee or 
w o o d l h d  in sand or sandy loams overlying clay or clay loam. Flowering in July - 
~ugusf . 
~elalbuca hucgelii subsp pristicensis Barlow ssp nov: Spreading shrub or tree 0.9-2 
(rarelv 53m call. Leaves spirally arranged 1.8-4. O m  long, 1.5-2.5mm wide, sessile 
or we&klyq peltate. Inflorescence subbasal on lateral stems or terminal on main ares, 
(5) 10 20(30)mm long. Stamens mauve to pink, 2-3mm long. Fruit globular c. 3mm long, t 



3.5-4.0mm diameter. 

Distribution: Dirk Hartog Island and Tamala Station in the south end of shard Bay, 
W.A. Grows in heathland in sand. Flowers in September-October. 

Melaleuca incana subsp tenella (Bentham) Barlow comb. et stat nov: 

Shrub to lm. Leaves ternate (3.5) 7-9mm long, 0.5-0.9mm wide, petiole 0.5-1 
Inflorescence a basal or terminal spike or head, 5-25mm long. Stamens 
with filaments white to yellow. Fruit shortly bell-shaped. 

Distribution: From near Esperance to Cape Le Grand National Park in S.W. W.A 
Grows in swampy and moist areas. Flowers from August to October. 

Melaleuca ordinifolia Barlow sp nov: 

Low shrub to less than lm tall. Leaves decussate (4.0) 4.5-5.5 (7.0)mm long, 
1.5mm wide, petiole 0.5mm long. Inflorescence a lateral cluster of 1-3 flowe 
old wood. Stamens white, 5.0-5.5mm long. Fruit shortly cup-shaped, 3-4mm 
4-5mm diameter. 

Distribution: S.W. W.A. from Cranbrook to Hammersley River in mallee 
loams and clays. Flowers from August to October. 

Melaleuca pomphostoma Barlow sp nov: I 
Dense shrub to 1.5m high, bark grey, rough and thick. Leaves spirally 
(3)5-8(10)mm long, 1-2mm wide covered with numerous white pustulate stomata. 
Inflorescence a basal or terminal spike up to 15mm'long. Stamens 
filaments greenish-yellow. Fruits broadly bell-shaped, 3-5mm 

Distribution: A small area in S.W. W.A. near Ravensthorpe and Eyre Range. dowering 
recorded in April, May and August. 

Melaleuca pritzelii (Domin) Barlow comb. et stat nov: 

Shrub to 1.2m. Leaves decussate 1.2-2.5(4.l)mm long, 1.2-2.b wide, sessile 
Inflorescence lateral on old wood or terminal, a cluster of 10-15 flowers, S 
light cream, 3.6-6.5mm long. Fruit cup-shaped, 2.0-2.4m long, 3.6-4. Omm di&eter. 

Distribution: S.W. W.A. from near Ongerup to near Pootenup in mallee heath ok tall 
shrubland on shallow, poorly drained sands over clay. Flowers ~u~ust-~e~tembbr. 

Melaleuca ringens Barlow sp nov: 

Shrub to 3m. Leaves spirally arranged, 4.5-6.6mm long, 1.8-3.h wide, petio 
1-lmm long. Inflorescence in terminal spikes 9-3Omn long. Stamens 
filaments cream. Fruit cylindrical to bell-shaped, 4-5mm long, 4-7mm wide. 

Distribution: Point dtEntrecasteaux, W.A. Occurs in sand over 
high ridges or cliff tops. Flowers September-October. 

Melaleuca sculponeata Barlow sp nov: 

Shrub 0.4m tall, lignotuberous , multistemmed. Leaves decussate, 1.9-3. lmm lohg, 
0.8-1. lmm wide, sessile. Inflorescence a lateral cluster on old wood of c. lb 
flowers. Colour unknown. Fruit depressed-globular , 2-2.5mm long, 3-4mm diamkter . 

Melaleuca viminea subsp appressa Barlow subsp nov: 

Shrub 1.3-4.5m high. Leaves spiral, moderately densely arranged, 5-9mm long, 

Distribution: Near Ravensthorpe W.A. in mallee heath on light grey sand over 
Flowering time not known. 

clay. 



.6-2.0mm wide, p e t i o l e  0.8-1.2mm long .  I n f l o r e s c e n c e  ba sa l  s p i k e s  and t e rmina l  
p i k e s  o r  heads,  8-40mm long .  Stamens 5-5.51~11 long ,  f i l a m e n t s  cream. F r u i t  

f y l i n d r i c a l  t o  bel l -shaped,  3-4mm l ong ,  2-41nm d iameter .  

i i s t r i b u t i o n :  Near Ongerup, M t .  Bu rde t t  and N.W. of Ske le ton  Rock, W.A. n e a r  c r e e k s  
h r  wet dep re s s ions  i n  c l ayey  s o i l s ,  p o s s i b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  g r a n i t e .  Flowers 
$~ptember-Octo ber . 
I 
lembers R e  o r t s :  + 
a r i a  Pesavento l i v e s  a t  Ather ton  i n  North Queensland, a l t i t u d e  700m, r a i n f a l l  
300mm p e r  yeai-. S o i l  is wel l -dra ined ,  r e d  and of  b a s a l t i c  o r i g i n .  The o r i g i n a l  

f e g e t a t i o n  was upland t r o p i c a l  v e g e t a t i o n  which s h e  and her  husband a r e  r egene ra t i ng .  

f mong o t h e r  p l a n t s  s h e  grows t h e  fo l l owing  Leptospermums: 

parvif lorurn 
neglectum 
wooroonooran 
' P a c i f i c  Beautyf  
p o l y g a l i f o l i u n ~  s s p  t ropicum 
p e t e r s o n i i  s s p  p e t e r s o n i i  
pe t e r son i - i  s s p  l a n c e o l a t a  
p o l y g a l i f o l i u m  ' M t .  Wallumf 
brachyandrum 

6 y r  o l d  
5 y r  o l d  
6 y r  o l d  
1 y r  o l d  
2 y r  o l d  

10 y r  o l d  
4 y r  o l d  
6 y r  o l d  
2 y r  o l d  

f lowers  w e l l  
f l ower s  w e l l  
shaded, s t u n t e d  
f l ower s  w e l l  
f l ower s  w e l l  
f l ower s  w e l l  
f l ower s  w e l l  
f lowers  w e l l  
no t  f lowered 

a r i a  a l s o  forwarded a list of t h e  Ca l l i s t emons  i n  h e r  garden. Unfor tuna te ly  t h e  
ist is t o o  l ong  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  of them bu t  I ' l l  l ist  a few a s  fol lows:  

. p o l a n d i i  'The Pyramid'  . pachyphyl lus  v i r i d u s  . 'Mauve M i s t '  

. 'Adina '  
p o l a n d i i  'Cape F l a t t e r y  Form' . p o l a n d i i  - garden form 

. ' tfannah Kay ' 
'Kings Park S p e c i a l f  

shaded bu t  s t i l l  f l ower s  
l a r g e  p a l e  yellow f lowers  
a t t r a c t i v e  p ink  new f o l i a g e  
h a s  t h e  l o n g e s t  f lower ing  per iod  
t h i s  is t h e  t y p e  specimen f o r  C. p o l a n d i i  
p rov ides  food f o r  b i r d s  and f r u i t  b a t s ,  
t h i c k  and bushy 
r e d ,  weeping h a b i t  
f a s t  growing (This  c u l t i v a r  a l s o  grows and 
f l o w e r s  w e l l  i n  Br i sbane  - Ed.) 

John  T u r r e l l  from Pa rkes  i s  s t i l l  propaga t ing  p l a n t s  f o r  giveaways round Parkes .  A t  
p r e s e n t  he  is provid ing  p l a n t s ,  both n a t i v e  and e x o t i c  f o r  a  c a rpa rk  area a t  t h e  
V i l l a g e  Square  Complex i n  Parkes .  John u s e s  a  l o t  of r e c y c l a b l e  m a t e r i a l s  i n  h i s  
p r o p a g a t i o ~ i  and p l a n t  p roduc t ion  work. I must s a y  a  b ig  "Thank You" t o  John f o r  h i s  
f u r t h e r  dona t i on  of $300.00 t o  Study Group funds  and I can a s s u r e  him it w i l l  be p u t  
t o  good use .  John is 84  y e a r s  o f  age .  I hope I can be a s  a c t i v e  when I a m  t h a t  a g e .  

D e r r i c k  A r n a l l  of Malawi w r i t e s  r e g u l a r l y  and it is always a  p l e a s u r e  t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  
letters.  Der r i ck  h a s  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  t h e  smaller s p e c i e s  of Melaleuca t o  s u r v i v e  . 
whereas  h e  h a s  l i t t l e  or no d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e r  growing s p e c i e s .  H e  does n o t  
have  t h e  same problem w i t h  Ca l l i s t emon  and h a s  a good v a r i e t y  of p l a n t s  from t h i s  
genus.  A s  well a s  Ca l l i s t emon ,  Melaleuca and Leptospermum Derr ick  a l s o  grows a  numb( 
o f  o t h e r  A u s t r a l i a n  s p e c i e s .  

Byron Williams of K e w  has been growing Callistemon for 25 years at Kew and Port  Fair: 
Ife has sent some p h o ~ o s  of some of t h e  Callistemons in flower i n  his garden He has 
a plant: know11 as C. ' Ilami'Ltonts I lybr i r t '  wllid~ he bought some 20 years ago and wliicll 
has not  seac.hetf marc than  3-4 feet i n  Ileiglxt. From the photographs it: looks similar 
t o  C. 'Western Glory '  b r r ~  Byroll s a y s  t h e  flower of C. 'Hamilton's Hybr id '  lacks t h e  
s o f t e r  mauve pinlc t i n g e  o f  C. 'Wustern Glory '  and t h e  brush is more "wiry". Does 
anyone know of C. 'Hami l ton ' s  Hybrid '  o r  i ts  pa ten tage?  Byron a l s o  ha s  a " r ea l "  
'Cap t a in  cook '  now 20 y e a r s  o l d  which h a s  remained sma l l .  (We acqui red  a  C. 'Captai i  



Cook' i n  1973 t o  p l a n t  i n  our  garden i n  Rockhampton. We were i n  Rockhampton 
year  and drove p a s t  our o ld  house. The 'Capta in  Cook' is s t i l l  t h e r e  and is 
about  l m  high. Another " r ea l "  one. Unfo r tuna te ly ,  many nurseymen grew from 
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  'Capta in  Cook' bu t  most of them d id  not  r e t a i n  t h e  dwarf 
Also i n  h i s  garden is a s e e d l i n g  from C. ' G a w l e r  Hybrid1 c o l l e c t e d  a t  
which has  b r i g h t e r  r e d  f lowers  speckled  wi th  more gold and which a r e  
c l u s t e r s .  Flower s i z e  is similar t o  t h a t  o f  C. 'Gawler Hybrid1.  

Mark Ashdown is a f a i r l y  new member from Heide lberg  West, V i c .  and he h a s  f o r  rded  
me a list of Cal l i s temons ,  Melaleuca and Leptospermum he is growing i n  a c l a y  s o i l  
which has  had gypsum, compost and sandy loam added. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  most p l a n t s  a r e  
i n  s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d  beds. A t  p r e s e n t  a l l  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  genera mentioned are a ound 
12  months o ld  w i t h  some having f lowered.  Mark h a s  24 s p e c i e s  of Melaleuca , 

I w i l l  i nc lude  a f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  i n  a f u t u r e  news le t t e r .  

I 
s p e c i e s  of Cal l i s temon and 2 Leptospermums. H e  w i l l  keep m e  informed of  p r o  

David Randall  forwarded a f u r t h e r  comprehensive r e p o r t  on t h e  progress  o f  h i s  I 34 
s p e c i e s  of Melaleuca. H i s  p l a n t i n g s  go back t o  1982 and some of  t h e  o l d e r  p l a n t s  a r e  
r each ing  cons ide rab le  s i z e  e.g. a M. c i t r i n a  which is 2.6m x 2.3m a f t e r  5 yea 
M. e l l i p t i c a  which is 2.4m x 1.7m a f t e r  10 y e a r s  and a M. f u l g e n s  which is 2. 
a f t e r  11 years .  

I a n  Waldron owns 1 2  a c r e s  a t  Jimboomba which is between Br isbane  and Beaudese 
t h e  p a s t  7 yea r s  a l a r g e  number of n a t i v e  s p e c i e s  have been p lan ted  bu t  have 
b a t t l e  due t o  a s h o r t a g e  of water ,  bo th  n a t u r a l l y  and a r t i f i c i a l l y .  Two 
each  of about 1.5 m e g a l i t r e s  c a p a c i t y  were cons t ruc t ed  i n  March t h i s  yea r  
a water supply. To i n d i c a t e  how d r y  t h i s  a r e a  h a s  been I a n ' s  proper ty  
one i n c h  of r a i n f a l l  between November, 1992 and May, 1993. The 
upper s l o p e s  of t h e  Burnam Range and w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  poor q u a l i t y  graz ing  counzry which 
was e x t e n s i v e l y  logged  a t  some t i m e  i n  t h e  p a s t .  S o i l s  on t h e  property r ange  
c l a y s  t o  very deep sandy loam. Because of t h e  a s p e c t  of t h e  property it is p 
from c o l d  w e s t e r l y  winds (which w e  g e t  dur ing  w i n t e r )  and f r o s t s  have n o t  bee 
experienced.  

I a n  h a s  many Cal l i s temons ,  Melaleuca and Leptospermums growing. H i s  list sho s 46 
Cal l i s temons ,  11 Leptospermum and 34 Melaleuca. Some of t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  ones  n o t  
wide ly  grown i n  t h i s  a r e a  are: 1 

Barbara Graham is t h e  Leader of  t h e  Calothamnus & Al l i ed  Genera Study Group 
m e  i n  touch wi th  what is happening t o  he r  Melaleuca and Callisternon p l a n t s .  
exper ienced  a very  d ry  s k e r  and autumn t h i s  year  with t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  some 
s t r e s s e d  f a i r l y  badly  and some d ied .  Barbara l i v e s  a t  Woolomin near 
a l s o  forwarded a list of t h e  Melaleuca and Cal l i s temon s p  i n  Dulegal 

Cal l i s temon c i t r i n u s  l i l a c i n u s  
Cal l i s temon 'Kotara  F i r e '  
Cal l i s temon ' P h i l  May' (Does anyone know t h e  o r i g i n  of t h i s ?  Ed.) 
Cal l i s temon phoeniceus . 
Melaleuca c a p i t a t a  
Melaleuca h y p e r i c i f o l i a  p r o s t r a t e  ' U l l a d u l l a  Beacon' 
Melaleuca incana  
Melaleuca nesoph i l a  
Melaleuca squamea 
Melaleuca w i l s o n i i  v a r  v i c t o r e a e  

. , . ,'..F,.? -y,jC - .  - . ..-- __- .._..l__l.-L---.+ - - - . . -  - - - , . .  
It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note  t h a t  I a n  has  h i s  M. i ncana  which is s i x  yea r s  o l d  

T 
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and 2m 

t a l l  wi th  a sp read  o f  1.5m growing i n  a moi s t ,  n o t  w e l l  d r a ined  deep sandy loam. 
It h a s  normally been t h e  p r a c t i c e  t o  p l a n t  W.A. s p e c i e s  i n  d ry  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  bu t  as M. i n c a n a  grows i n  swampy a r e a s  i n  W.A. maybe w e  have been on t h e  wrong 
t r a c k .  I have a M. incana  growing i n  a mois t  area and it is doing well .  Pre i o u s  
a t t e m p t s  t o  grow it i n  a d r i e r  area have m e t  w i t h  l i t t l e  succes s .  

1 
I 



s of t h e  Arboretum p l a n t s  a r e  a s  fo l lows .  M.  s t yphe lo ides  and M. l a n c e o l a t a  
o u t  18' h igh  and s t r e s s e d  bu t  su rv iv ing .  M. e r i c a f o l i a  look a s  though they  
succumb t o  t h e  dry. M. d ecussa t a  a r e  growing s lowly.  The M. l i n a r i i f o l i a  

a r e  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  which r e c e i v e s  a  b i t  e x t r a  runoff  r a i n  and a r e  doing well .  
bosa a l l  d i e d  when t h e  water i n  t h e  dam receded t o  t h e  s t a g e  where i t  w a s  

beyon{ reach  of  t h e i r  roo t s .  M. b r a c t e a t a  and M. a r m i l l a r i s  are a l s o  p l a n t e d  near  
t h e  dam but  have s t a y e d  hea l thy .  The M. s t eedman i i  a r e  growing i n  heavy c l a y  and 

I may not last .  

doing w e l l  a r e  C. p o l a n d i i ,  C. l Baroondah Station1, C. 'Injune', C. 'Malawi 
C. s a l i g n u s  x po land i i ,  C. v i m i n a l i s  and C. sp  Zana'. Most of 

d ied .  The C. 'Western Glory1  and C.'Demesne B i c e n t e n n i a l '  a r e  

own garden Barbara is growing M. e r i c a f o l i a ,  l . i n a r i i f o l i a ,  viminea, s teedmani i ,  
la ta  and 16 s p e c i e s  and c u l t i v a r s  of Cal l i s temon.  These a r e  growing w e l l  a s  
re a b l e  t o  be watered whereas t h e  Arboretum p l a n t s  have t o  r e l y  on r a i n f a l l .  

Buchanan writes t h a t  s h e  h a s  extended h e r  range of A l l i e d  Genera t o  i n c l u d e  
Eremea, Kunzea e t c .  Barbara has  a specimen of M. b r e v i f o l i a  which is 

now 24 yea r s  o l d  and which f l o w e r s  e r r a t i c a l l y  b u t  which g e t s  c u t  by s e v e r e  f r o s t s  
occas$onal ly .  Cal l i s temon s p e c i e s  being grown inc lude  C. 'Wild River1 ,  C. 'Dawson 

C.' brachyandrus,  C. 'Packers  S e l e c t i o n '  and a  couple  of s eed l ings  from t h e  
Barbara h a s  a p l a n t  growing which w a s  reputed  t o  be M. densa b u t ,  on 

d i scove red  i t  is probably  M. b l a e r i f o l i a .  She a l s o  has ano the r  mystery 
w a s  l a b e l l e d  as M. m i n u t i f o l i a  b u t  it w a s  l a b e l l e d  wrongly and h a s n ' t  

(How many p l a n t s  a r e  wrongly l a b e l l e d  i n  n u r s e r i e s ?  Ed.) 

Our R 4 cent  Tr ip :  

Durin August/September Verna and I d i d  a t r i p  t o  Adelaide t r a v e l l i n g  v i a  S.W. Qld. L 
(C-il 

d l a ,  Noccundra and Warry Ga te ) ,  S t u r t ,  Mootwingee, Kinchega and Mungo Nat iona l  
P a r k s  i n  wes tern  N.S.W. and t h e n  through Wentworth, Mildura and Remark t o  Adelaide. 
W e  re urned v i a  P o r t  P i r i e ,  Wilmington, F l i n d e r s  Ranges and Gammon Ranges Na t iona l  
P a r k s  Maree, t h e  B i r d s v i l l e  Track,  Windorah, C h a r l e v i l l e  t o  home. We had v i s i t e d  
S t u r t  N.P. 4 y e a r s  ago s o  d i d n ' t  spend much t i m e  t h e r e  on t h i s  t r i p .  There had been 
fair1 1 gocdra in  th rough  t h e  a r e a  and q u i t e  a f e w  annual  p l a n t s  were i n  f l ower .  There 
were &om@ very good pa tches  of  Swainsona i n  p u r p l e  and orange co lours  and one white  
form n t h e  c l a y  s o i l  a r eas .  Mootwingee N.P. is we l l  worth a v i s i t  - s p e c t a c u l a r  
scene y, very  good a b o r i g i n a l  a r t  and engrav ings ,  p l en ty  of  good walking t r a c k s  and 
l o t s  i I £  p l a n t s  i n  f lower .  One b l a c k  cloud - one of t h e  s l i d e  f i lms  I used i n  

I 
Moot ngee h a s  gone missing.  Kinchega N.P. sur rounds  t h e  Menindee Lakes. Much of "t. K i n c h ~ g a  is open p l a i n  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  a number of  sand r i d g e s  which suppor t  good 
colonies of  A u s t r a l i a n  p l a n t s .  There were l a r g e  a r e a s  of  white ,  heavily-flowering 
Olearia on one of  t h e  sand r i d g e s  c l o s e  t o  Menindee. We had an  enforced s t a y  of an 
e x t r a  day t h e r e  because of r a i n  which made t h e  back s o i l  road out  of t h e  camping a r e a  
v e r y  reasy. Our i n t e n t i o n  w a s  t o  fo l low t h e  road  a long  t h e  Darling River  t o  
Poonc h rie and t h e n  t o  Munga N.P. b u t  t h e  r a i n  prevented t h i s .  We had t o  r e t u r n  t o  
~ r o k e A  H i l l  and t h e n  t o  Wentworth t o  approach Mungo from t h e  squth. Mungo, as most 
of yoh probably  know, was o r i g i n a l l y  a  l a k e  b u t  some 15000 yea r s  ago t h e  watercourses  
f e e d &  i n t o  i t  changed cour se  and s i n c e  t h e n ,  w i t h  no in f low,  it has been dry .  The 
p r e v a f l i n g  south-wes ter ly  winds have blown s a n d  a c r o s s  t o  form a crescent-shaped 
dune ( l u n e t t e )  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  sho re .  E ros ion  has  carved  i n t e r e s t i n g  shapes  i n t o  
t h e  1 nette.  The bed of t h e  l a k e  carries main ly  s a l t b u s h .  Around t h e  lower p a r t s  of 
t h e  1 n e t t e  l a r g e  tracts of b r i g h t  yellow s e n e c i o  were f lowering.  Mallee e u c a l y p t s  E are t e predominant v e g e t a t i o n  beyond t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  l u n e t t e  w i t h  E. dumosa, 

ci l is,  E. s o c i a l i s  and E. foecunda predominat ing.  

eenness  of  t h e  i r r i g a t e d  coun t ry  around Mildura,  Renmark con t r a s t ed  s h a r p l y  
he dry  n a t u r e  of  t h e  coun t ry  we had p r e v i o u s l y  t r a v e r s e d .  

~ d e l a k d e  is a ve ry  a t t r a c t i v e  c i t y  and w e  thoroughly  enjoyed our  s t a y  t h e r e .  From 
~ d e l a k d e  w e  had a p l e a s a n t  day t r i p  through F l e u r i e u  Pen insu la  t o  Vic tor  Harbour and 

I 



1 Goolwa. The greenness  of t h a t  count ry  was impress ive .  We c a l l e d  on Study Gr0 .p  
Member Gary Leske i n  P o r t  P i r i e .  H i s  garden is 4 years  o l d  bu t  q u i t e  w e l l  devbloped 
cons ide r ing  the  poor q u a l i t y  s o i l  he had t o  start with.  Mounds with g r a v e l  mulch 
a r e  being used and t h i s  is g iv ing  good r e s u l t s .  He has a good v a r i e t y  o f  
and Eremophilas w i t h  d a i s i e s  growing wild i n  t h e  pathways. Thanks Gary 
u s  s e e  your garden. 

F l i n d e r s  Ranges scene ry  is rugged and s p e c t a c u l a r .  We d i d  t h e  20km walk throuhh 
Wilpena Pound and a l though it w a s  o v e r c a s t ,  which tended t o  d u l l  t h e  c o l o u r s  i h  t h e  
rocks ,  it w a s  w e l l  worth t h e  e f f o r t .  There were l o t s  of a c a c i a s  i n  f l o w e r  i n  it he h i g h e r  a r e a s  a long  wi th  many o t h e r  p l a n t s .  I w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  f i n d  Cal l is ternon 
t e r e t i f o l i u s  growing on t h e  rocky upper s l o p e s  - no f lowers  b u t  t h e  abundance 
s e e d  capsules  i n d i c a t e s  it does f lower  well .  We found Melaleuca glomerata  
Melaleuca l a n c e o l a t a  growing i n  t h i s  a r e a  bu t  no f lowers .  There were a 
o t h e r  Melaleuca s p e c i e s  but ,  a g a i n ,  no f lowers  and I was n o t  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  

We found some f a i r l y  l a r g e  pa t ches  of  S t u r t ' s  Desert Pea n e a r  Arkaroola.  
Gammon Ranges N.P. was g e n e r a l l y  d r i e r  than  t h e  F l i n d e r s  Ranges but  t h e r e  
of  Acacia, Senna (Cass i a )  and Dodonea t o  photograph, among o t h e r s .  

Hope I haven ' t  bored you w i t h  a l l  t h i s  d e t a i l  b u t  it r e a l l y  w a s  a wonderful  t 'p. P 

The sou the rn  end of t h e  B i r d s v i l l e  t r a c k  pas ses  through t h e  T i r a r i  Desert whi , i n  
t h e  s e c t i o n  t r a v e r s e d  by t h e  road ,  is f a i r l y  f e a t u r e l e s s  undu la t ing  c l a y e y  an sandy t c l a y  s o i l  p l a i n s  c a r r y i n g  annua l  and pe renn ia l  g r a s s e s  and h e r b s  but  n o t  a g r e a t  d e a l  

F e a t u r e  Garden: I 

of  f lower ing  p l a n t s  - a t  least n o t  when w e  came through. F u r t h e r  no r th ,  t h e  
p a s s e s  through S t u r t  Stony Desert and it is r a t h e r  awe-inspir ing t o  be a b l e  t o  
i n  one s p o t  and see noth ing  b u t  s t o n e s  with,  perhaps ,  an  occas iona l  s m a l l  p l a r t ,  
s t r e t c h i n g  t o  t h e  hor izon  i n  eve ry  d i r e c t i o n .  Towards t h e  no r the rn  end t h e  
e n t e r s  t h e  S t r z e l e c k i  Desert which is comprised mainly of sand  dunes w i t h  flat 
swales between t h e  dunes. The sand  dunes c a r r y  a weal th  of annual  p l a n t s ,  the  
predominant one when w e  came through being t h e  poached egg d a i s y  (Myriocephalus 
s t u a r t i i ) .  We a r r i v e d  back t o  Queensland t o  very  dry  c o n d i t i o n s  (a l though i t  
b i t  g reener  from Be too ta  t o  Windorah). We r a n  i n t o  r a i n  a f t e r  l eav ing  Quilpie 
it r a i n e d  a l l  t h e  way from Roma on our  last  day. 

The f e a t u r e  garden f o r  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  belongs t o  Mrs. E s t h e r  Wilson a t  
which is approx. 24 km n o r t h  o f  Brisbane G.P.O. Es the r  owns 3/4 a c r e  
and h a s  been l i v i n g  t h e r e  s i n c e  1978. S o i l  is a well-drained r e d  
h e r  own words: "It is hard  t o  b e l i e v e  what my t h r e e  b locks  looked 
no more than  a dozen scrawny trees, a bush t h a t  s t r e t c h e d  from t h e  
d i v i d i n g  fence,  two s t a n d s  of  bananas, no driveway, over  a h a l f  
no p a t h s ,  j u s t  t h e  house, t h e  o l d  shed and a n  unused w e l l . "  

track 
s t a n d  

t r a c k  
c layey  

was a 
and 

How d i f f e r e n t  it is now. The area is v i r t u a l l y  a l l  under p l a n t s  wi th  pathway l ead ing  
from one a r e a  of i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  nex t .  

To s tar t  with a l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  trees, bananas e t c .  were removed and p l a n t i n g  f 
A u s t r a l i a n  p l a n t s  began. A s  t h e  number of p l a n t s  being put  i n  t h e  ground i n c  eased 

p l a n t  and mulched wi th  whatever m a t e r i a l  was a v a i l a b l e .  The "lawn" s t a r t e d  t 

I n  t i m e  t h e  r i n g s  s t a r t e d  t o  j o i n  up t o  l e a v e  i n t e r v e n i n g  pathways. 

I mowing of t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  spaces  w a s  becoming a problem s o  r i n g s  were made ar und each 

encroach  on t h e  r i n g s  s o  they  were enlarged  as t h e y  were trimmed. Less  area i o mow!!! 

growing along t h e  boundary of  t h e  next  door p rope r ty  were a nuisance  bu t  35 pine prov fees ded 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  mulch i n  t h e  form o f  cones and n e e d l e s  but  t h e  q u a n t i t y  w a s  i n s  f i c i e n t  9 t o  meet t h e  demand. It s o  happened t h a t  t h e  5 a c r e  paddock a c r o s s  t h e  road  h d been 
s l a s h e d  s o  a supply  of  g r a s s  f o r  mulching w a s  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e r e  and 
c a r t e d  a c r o s s  by wheelbarrow. Although t h i s  g r a s s  mulch was p u t  down 
broke  down t o  a t h i n  l a y e r .  The p l a n t s  were growing happi ly .  I n  1983 
t o  p l a n t  a r a i n f o r e s t  a long t h e  back of t h e  block. The previous  
s e c t i o n  were done away wi th  and t h e  whole a r e a  mulched. By t h i s  



were b i n g  obta ined  from neighbours  and put  through a sh redde r .  A l l  t r immings from I.  h e r  o m  garden a l s o  went through t h e  shredder .  Trunks from t r e e s  t h a t  have come down 
ed as garden edges. 

I n  Nov mber, 1987 new neighbours  removed t h e  35 pine t r e e s .  The tops  were 
approp  i a t e d  by E s t h e r  and shredded f o r  mulch. The t runks  and l a r g e r  branches were I- 
a l s o  aicquired and used f o r  garden edges. 

i 
f g h t  1988 saw d i s a s t e r  s t r i k e .  A s e v e r e  wind s torm caused massive damage t o  

shrubs  which took s i x  months t o  c l e a n  up and p u t  r i g h t  again.  

g r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  P ine  R i v e r s  S h i r e  a r e  f a i r l y  s e v e r e  and it is n o t  p o s s i b l e  
t h e  garden f u l l y  watered.  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s t r o n g  commitment t o  

g has  conserved mois ture  and  has  c a r r i e d  t h e  garden through t h e  r e c e n t  dry 
wi th  minimal l o s s e s .  

s p e c i e s  being grown i n c l u d e  brachyandrum, 'Cardwell ' ,  'Copper Glow', 
( c o n t i n e n t a l e ) ,  j uniperinum, laevigatum, luehmanii  , ' P a c i f i c  Beauty ' 

ro tund i fo l ium,  se r i ca tum.  

C a l l i s  
'Angela ' ,  
g i l e s i i ,  
Wren', 
F o s t e r ' ,  
'Pindi 
s a l i g n u s  
s p  Ebor,  
Sp 
Dazz leF  

s p e c i e s  i n c l u d e  a l t e r n i f o l i a ,  a r cana ,  e l l i p t i c a ,  fu lgens ,  'Golden G e m ' ,  
s s p  i r b y a n a ,  l a ter i ta ,  leucadendra ,  nodosa, quinquenervia ,  'Revolut ion 

v i r i d i f l o r a .  

temons being grown a r e  brachyandrus , 'Blush Pink ' , ' Captain Cook ' , c i t r i n u s  
comboynensis, ' E a s t l a n d ' ,  c i t r i n u s  'Endeavour', 'Eureka ' ,  'Harkness ' ,  

'Glasshouse Beauty ' , ' ~ u ~ r a  Hybrid ' , 'Hannah Ray ' , PIowie 's Fireglow'  , 'Jenny 
'Kings Park S p e c i a l ' ,  'Lana ' ,  l i n e a r i s ,  ' L i t t l e  John ' ,  'Mauve M i s t ' ,  ' M r .  

pachyphyllus  (p ink ,  r e d  g r e e n ) ,  'Packers  S e l e c t i o n ' ,  phoeniceus nana, 
P i n d i  ' , p i n i f  o l i u s  green ,  'Pink A l m a  ' , po land i i  , ' P r o l i f i c  Pink '  , r i g i d u s ,  

pink, s a l i g n u s  'Rose P ink  ' , s i e b e r i  ( p i t y o i d e s )  , 'Snowdrift  ' , s p  Boul ia ,  
s p  Emu Creek, s p  Genoa R i v e r ,  Sp Girraween, Sp Happy Valley,  s p  I n j u n e ,  

Marlborough, s p  Running R ive r ,  s p  Stoney Creek, sp  Walsh's Pyramid, 'T inaroo  
( r ecu rvus )  , v i m i n a l i s  p ink ,  'White I c e  ' , 'Wi ldf i re  of Newcastle' . 

A s  we1 as t h e  p l a n t s  l i s t e d  above t h e r e  are many many o t h e r  p l a n t s  both l a r g e  and 
s m a l l  Ix owing i n  t h e  garden. The r a i n f o r e s t  a r e a  a lone  c o n t a i n s  over 60 s p e c i e s  
v a r y i n k  i n  s i z e  from l a r g e  trees t o  shrubs  t o  c l imbers  t o  smaller p l a n t s  such  as 
c o r d y l k n e ,  c o s t u s  and  ground cove r s .  Some of t h e  p l a n t s  being grown s u c c e s s f u l l y  
are geberally rega rded  a s  being d o u b t f u l  f o r  t h e  Brisbane area. 

i It is lways a p l e a s u r e  t o  v i s i t  E s t h e r ' s  garden a s  t h e r e  are few, i f  any,  t imes  
when t ere is n o t  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of p l a n t s  i n  f lower.  

is a haven f o r  w i l d l i f e .  Frequent  v i s i t o r s  i n c l u d e  bearded dragons,  
l i z a r d s ,  s k i n k s ,  possums and bandicoots .  V i s i t i n g  and/or r e s i d e n t  b j r d s  

kookaburras ,  owls ,  honeyea ters ,  ga lahs  and cockatoos t o  name a few. 

0 v e r s e k s  V i s i t o r s :  
I 

During August, J e f f  I r o n s ,  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Aus t r a l a s i an  P l a n t  Socie ty  i n  England, 
a n d  h i  w i f e  B e t t y  v i s i t e d  A u s t r a l i a .  We had t h e  p l easu re  of t h e i r  company f o r  a 
c o u p l e  o f  days b e f o r e  they  went t o  N.S.W. During t h e i r  s t a y  wi th  us  w e  t ook  them 
t o  v i s - t  Edgar and P a t  B u r t ' s  garden  a t  Glasshouse,  no r th  of Brisbane. Edgar has  
been  g. I a f t i n g  G r e v i l l e a s  f o r  some y e a r s  and h a s  hundred of G r e v i l l e a s  on t h e i r  2 ac re  
b lock .  A t  t h e  t i m e  of our  v i s i t  most were i n  f lower and provided a s p e c t a c u l a r  
d i s p l a  . b 
S l i d e  Frogramme: 

programme on Melaleuca is still  a v a i l a b l e .  Two Groups have borrowed it so 
you would l i k e  t o  borrow it p lease  l e t  me know. There is  no charge.  I w i l l  

pos t age  o u t  and t h e  borrower pays t h e  postage back. 



Garden Design Study Group: 

Leader of  t h i s  Group, Diana Snape, w i l l  be g r a t e f u l  f o r  any in fo rma t ion  
grows where and how we l l  it grows. You can  c o n t a c t  Diana d i r e c t  o r ,  i f  
forward informat ion  t o  me f o r  onward t r ansmis s ion .  I have a l r e a d y  forwarded 
list of t h e  smaller growing Cal l i s temon and Melaleuca s s p  which a r e  
i n  t h i s  a r ea .  

Membership Fees: 

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  were due on 1st J u l y  1993. A r e d  X on t h e  f r o n t  of your newsle  
i n d i c a t e s  your s u b s c r i p t i o n  f o r  1993/94 h a s  n o t  y e t  been rece ived .  

P l e a s e  keep t h e  informat ion  r o l l i n g  i n .  

Regards and a l l  t h e  b e s t  f o r  Chris tmas and t h e  New Year. 

COL CORNFORD 




