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Dear Friends,

It is with great excitement that we share with you A Wider Bridge’s annual report as we embark on our 10th 
anniversary year.

2020 was a year of challenges – from Covid 19 to rising anti-Semitism – and opportunities as we expanded 
our reach and impact in the LGBTQ and progressive worlds.

The year started with a spate of antisemitic incidents around the country – and AWB rose to that challenge 
– mobilizing our #BridgeOverHate campaign that brought our AWB Mission alumni, stakeholders, and 
community members to fight back against antisemitism.  Their posts received thousands of likes on social 
media. During a a time when Jews everywhere felt isolated and threatened, AWB alumni said loud and clear 
“you are not alone!”

Then we had a leadership transition. We said goodbye to Tye Gregory who was our first full time director and 
helped AWB grow exponentially. We are deeply grateful for his leadership. 

Then COVID-19 hit and we transitioned to the virtual world. 

• We were one of the first organizations to pivot to online programming and proudly hosted more than 20 
virtual community events to promote LGBTQ and Israel education.

• Our “Building Bridges” webinar series connected LGBTQ Israelis and the international pro-Israel 
community. Our programs had more than 30,000 unique views! 

• More than 100 mission alumni attended our virtual alumni summit, learning new insights about Israel, 
discussing topics such as racial justice, and diving deeper into advocacy to advance both equality for 
Israel and in Israel.  AWB has some of the most engaged alumni of any group that leads missions to 
Israel. Their experiences and rich connections with Israeli LGBTQ leaders were shared throughout the 
year on social media, opeds, and in progressive networks. 

• We launched our “A Wider Lens” series, showcasing films, food, and literature at the nexus of LGBTQ, 
Israel, and Jewish interests. 

Our grantee partners in Israel continue to face unique challenges such as limited funding from the government, 
increased LGBTQ-phobia, and repeated elections in which LGBTQ rights have been used as a wedge issue. 
Through it all, A Wider Bridge has been there to offer guidance, support and funding for their crucial programs 
- such as fighting conversion therapy, protecting LGBTQ youth, and standing up to acts of hatred across Israel. 

It is thanks to you, that our “big tent” approach allows us to welcome many different people into our family 
so that many diverse voices feel at home at AWB.  At a time when our environment has grown increasingly 
fraught with a rise in antisemitism, anti-Israel, and anti-LGBTQ hate, activists like you have come together 
to stand up for our beliefs, for our community and for each other. A Wider Bridge’s “big tent” allows many 
diverse voices to feel at home and connected.

Thank you.  We also want to express a special note of appreciation to our contributors, who have enabled us 
to accomplish so much in the past year.  Together we can continue to fight for equality in Israel, equality for 
Israel, and justice for all. 

Wishing you much happiness and health!  L’Shalom,

 WELCOME

Ethan Felson
Executive Director

Alan Schwartz
Chair of the Board



“Connecting is just so  
powerful right now, when 
everyone is feeling so isolated.  
I underestimated how distanced I 
have been feeling, so this was 
great.”

Row Iliescu, June 2019 Mission,  
Development Director Equality Florida

World Union of Jewish Students

“We are very honored to have 
been able to host you, and 
together with you create a safe 
and inclusive space for 
Jewish LGBTQ students, 
as well as for their allies, from 
around the world. While WUJS 
has made its first steps to signal 
that it is for everyone, we 
certainly have learned a lot from 
your sessions about how to 
make our world union even 
more inclusive and safe.”



A WIDER BRIDGE IMPACT GRANTS

A Wider Bridge Impact 
Grants are designed 
to empower LGBTQ 
organizations in Israel in 
their effort to expand rights 
and acceptance within their 
communities.

Through our grants 
program, we partner with 
organizations and advocates 
to change hearts and minds 
across Israel – from the 
metropolitan Tel Aviv bubble 
to the communities in the 
periphery that are electing 
homophobic and transphobic 
representatives at the local 
level and to the Knesset. We 
believe the best investments 
to secure LGBTQ rights and 
community in Israel are those 
that provide needed financial 
resources, help build 
capacity and amplify activist 
voices on the ground.

Our Impact Grants are 
funded in large part by 
our individual supporters 
– everyday folks who are 
committed to A Wider 
Bridge’s Mission of 
advocating for equality in 
Israel alongside our partners 
in Israel.



“Supporting individual 
freedom and equality 
are core values for our 
foundation, and A Wider 
Bridge embodies these 
principles. We strive to focus on 
the future, seeking to support 
partners who are working 
to create a vibrant and 
inclusive Jewish community 
and a more central role for Israel 
globally.”

Moses and Susan Libitzky,  
Libitzky Family Foundation

Jeffrey Schoenfeld ,  
Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.

“There are few organizational 
opportunities where I can 
find the intersection of 
my strong Jewish and 
LGBTQ identities. A Wider 
Bridge is one them. AWB 
brings understanding, 
acceptance, learning,  
and engagement.  It is 
mighty important work.”



 STATISTICS OF IMPACT

The number of people uniquely reached on social 
media in 2020, a 268% increase over 2019

The number of followers on social media 
representing, a 112% increase over 2019

The amount of unique attendees to virtual  
community programs

The count of alumni that attended 
 A Wider Lens Alumni Summit

Hosted 3 Alumni events, 1 Pre-Shabbat 
mixer, 1 Alumni Summit

The count of online alumni-led or moderated  
AWB educational programs

Beyond the Bridge alumni  
engagement programs

62 trip alumni engaged in the mobilization 

Alumni engaged through social media over 
65 times, thousands of followers reached

19 Organizations or houses of worship made 
statements of solidarity 

3 Elected Officials made statements of 
solidarity 

3 Media Outlets published about topic 
including an op-ed by Tyler Gregory

486,600

71,800

1416

101

3,1,1

50+

BRIDGE OVER  
HATE CAMPAIGN

QUARTERLY



“I love attending A Wider 
Bridge’s programs. Nowhere 
else do I experience this unique 
blend of American and 
Israeli queer, progressive, 
Zionist mishpacha.”

Andrea Beth Damsky

Rachel Wahba

“We need A Wider Bridge 
to continue its work in our 
struggle for equality.  
It’s very important to me that by 
having A Wider Bridge Queer 
Zionists are not alone, we 
have an organization behind 
us. In a world ingrained 
in antisemitism and 
homophobia we cannot 
take Israel or LGBTQ 
equality for granted.”



2020PROGRAMS20202020
Mar 17 - Apr 1

Navigating Difficult 
Conversations about 

Israel Beyond The 
Bridge Salons

May 6
Understanding  

Israel’s Democracy 
& Society

Apr 29
Celebrating Israel’s 

Independence  
with Pride

May 14
Navigating the  

Israeli-Palestinian 
Conflict

Feb 13
Beyond the Bridge 

Briefing

Mar 1
AWB AIPAC  
Reception

Mar 1
AWB- LGBTech 
event in Israel

Feb 9 - 10
JCPA Conference

May 22
Beyond the Bridge 
Pre-Shabbat Mixer

May 26
History of LGBTQ 
Rights in the US 

and Israel



Nov 19
Service and  

Equality

Dec 9
Melting Pot of  

Miracles

Jun 9
LGBTQ Health in  

a Pandemic

Jul 9
The Other Side of 

the Rainbow

Dec 2
Jewish Holy Sites in 

the Middle East

Jul 23
Arab & LGBTQ in 

Israel: How Tahini is 
Sparking a National 

Conversation

Oct 27
The Impact of Court 

Cases on LGBTQ 
Rights in the US 

and Israel

Jul 21
LGBTQ+  

Employment  
in Israel

Aug 25 - 27
2020 National 
Alumni Summit

Jun 4
Creating LGBTQ 

Safe Spaces

Jun 19
Where Pride  
Dwells with  

Rabbi Denise Eger

2020



Total Expenses 
$1,024,134

Total Revenue 
$1,178,212

REVENUE AND EXPENSES

2020

72%
$ 847,162

Foundation
Grants

28%
$331,050

Individual
Contributions

19%
$200,673

Direct Program 
Expenses

23%
$232,039

Other
Overhead

22%
 $222,378

Operations

36%
$369,044

Program
Payroll

The $150,000 differential in 
revenue vs. expense in 2020  
is in a reserve mission fund 
that will be fully utilized in 
2021 and 2022 for additional 
in-person missions to Israel.



We are So Greatful to Our Donors, Supporters  
 and Especially Our Board of Directors for 

Really Stepping Up this Past Year!



Join Us On  
December 12, 2021

San Francisco • Streaming Live Worldwide

More details available at awiderbridge.org

Honorees 
Jeffrey Schoenfeld • Tyler Gregory • Bruce Maxwell • Tracey and Michelle Labgold

Special Tribute to  
Founder Arthur Slepian





DONOR L IST

Individual Support
Gesher Platina ($25K-$49.9K)
Alan Schwartz and Michael Sarid

Gesher Zahav ($10K-$24.9K)
Andy Austin and Michael Sonberg
Barry Blecher
Friend Family Foundation
David Hochberg
Jeffrey Schoenfeld
Jean-Louis Velaise
Jane and Stuart Weitzman

Gesher Adom ($5K-$9.9K)
Ruth Thomas and Carmella Ettinger
Mort and Amy Friedkin
Lee Jason Goldberg
GLBT Fund of America/Philadelphia Foundation
Bruce Maxwell and Sergei Kokoulin
Richard Miller and Roberto Konishi
James Rushing
Gerry Llamado and Arthur Slepian
Roselyne Chroman Swig

Gesher Katom ($2.5K-$4.9K)
Dr. Dana Beyer
Zack and Ronit Bodner
Richard Fiedotin
Kevin Ivers
Nathalie Kostoulaszoupanos
David Levine
James and Robbie Moon
Darryl Murphy and Ian Cohen
Andrew Nagel
Isaac Namdar and Andrew Mitchell-Namdar
Sam Picciotto
Marvin and Pam Reinglass

Gesher Tzahov ($1K-$2.49K)
David Adelman
Shlomo Ashkinazy and Michael Gomillion
Robert Bernstein and Bryant Hutson
Gilbert Brovar
Jeremy Burton
James Carlson
Ann and Ariel Dubin
Barbara and Jeffrey Farber
Dean Feldman
Ethan Felson and Daniel Schapira
Mary Glasspool
Jeff Goodman and Ralph Storrier
Archie Gottesman and Gary Debode
Tyler Gregory
Paul Groipen
Sara Haber
Janet Harris and Michael Newman
Frederick Hertz
Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum
Hilary Smith Kapner and Bill Kapner
Ryan Karben
Ron and Barbara Kaufman
Steve Kay Kupietzky
Oded Krashinsky
Sam and Stephanie Lauter
Arthur Leonard
Ronald Lezell
Daryl Messinger and James Heeger

Courtney Mizel
Harry Nelson
Frank November
Anne and Nathan Petrowsky
Elliot Pilshaw
Max Polonsky
Scott Reiter and David Vos
Jarrow Rogovin
Steven and Lisa Rudner
Arnold Schoenberg
Jeff Singer
James Steindecker
Fred Steiner
Dr. Stuart Sotsky
Josh Swidler
Andrew Tabatchnick and Ira Baer
Dennis Tibben
Evan Weissman
Justin Weitz and Kevin Gray
Sharon Wilkes and Robert Kinberg
Les Zendle and Jerry Hanson

Gesher Yarok ($500-$999)
Alan Amberg and Roger Pines
Larry Baza
Betsy Cohn
Congregation Emanu-El
Jean Gilles
Oren Drori and Hieu Huynh
Kathy Elsner and Steve Adelman
Daniel Feiner
Lisa Friedman and Jim Harris
Jonathan Funk
Harvey Giller
Rabbi Eliezer Havivi
Barb Hirsch-Giller and Harvey Giller
Joshua Hoffman
Barbara Kaufman
Cathy & Jim Koshland
Mary Kripanidhi
Sarah Lauter
Bradley Laye
Daniel Lieber
Steve Mazer
David Meron
Andrew Mirer
Mitchell Morris
Tali and David Neuhaus
Anne and John Oppenheimer
Michael Oxman and Doug Winkelstein
David Rak
Lynare Robbins
Elias and Kari Saratovsky
Rabbi Jonathan and Rabbi Beth Singer
Eta and Sass Somekh
Marc Stanley
Ian Sugar
The Isidore Grossman Foundation, Inc.

Gesher Kachol ($250-$499)
Anonymous (2)
Juliet Barenti
Allan Baum and Frank Liberto
Isaac Belfer
Cindy Brown
Alex Carciente
Rabbi Judy and Michael Cohen-Rosenberg
Congregation Kol Ami
Rabbi Denise Eger

Institutional Support
$100,000+
Anonymous (NYC Area)
Koret Foundation
Charles and Lynn Schusterman  
  Family Philanthropies
Paul E. Singer Foundation

$50,000 – $99,999
Anonymous (Bay Area)
Anonymous (NYC Area)
Klarman Foundation
Morningstar Fund
Senser Family Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
Margaret and Daniel Loeb Family Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (NYC Area)
Chaiken Family Foundation
Israel on Campus Coalition
Jewish Federation of Broward County
The Lisa and Michael Leffell Foundation
Libitzky Family Foundation
Merona Leadership Foundation

Under $10,000
Greater Miami Jewish Federation



Michael Ehrenberg
David Feinberg
Fred Felder
Sidney Fowler
Michael and Patti Frazin
Howard Fuller
Roger Gindi
David Hammerman
Rep. Daniel Hernandez
Deborah Herzberg
Row Iliescu
Howard Kailes
Jonathan Kamel
Yonah Karp
Adam and Elizabeth Keil
Keith Krivitzky
RMLow Foundation
Robbie Martin
Marc Oppenheimer
Daniel Pelli
Daniel R. Reinglass
Norman Sandfield
Elizabeth Schwartz
Rabbi Zach Shapiro
Rabbi Gil Steinlauf and Richard Prigal
Marilyn Steinmetz
Kol Shalom Synagogue
Michael Vaughn
Lewis Warshauer
Vivian Wasserteil
Daniel Weisberg and David Klingenberger

Gesher Sagol ($100-$249)
Anonymous (2)
Dean Abelon
Louisa Albrecht
Bruce M. Bakerman
Barbarasue Barnes
Rabbi Emily Barton and Susan Harris
Dr. Ed Beck
Norma and Victor Bellino
Moshe Bloxenheim
Jan Brandt
Perry Brass and Hugh Young
Marilyn Breslau
Marla Broude and Bernard Stein
Wendy Brummer
Emanuel Cardenas
Philip Charney
Louise Chernin and Mary Klein
Jay Cohen
Paul Cohen and Bob Gutterman
Leora Cohen-Rosenberg
Barry and Debbie Cohn
Barbara Cymrot
Ira Dankberg and Rob Schoenberger
Donna and Thomas Divine
Lisa Doran
Rabbi Lisa Edwards
Bruce Elder
Marla Feldman
Marla Figdor
Donna Frank
Steven Fried
Corey Friedlander
Riva Gambert
Steven Ganz
Jodi Garber-Simon
Alice Ginsburgh
David Gold

Norman Goldblatt
Ellen S. Goldstein
Steven Goldstein
Rick Greenthal
Adam Gregerman
Jay Hansen
Maya Horowitz
Murray and Lisa Horwitz
Barbara Jacobs
Richard Juran
Miryam Kabakov
Matthew Kamins
Ron Kaplan and Yoni Bock
Fred Karger
Kenneth Karpel
Ric Katz
Jeffrey Katz
Idit Klein
Peter Klein
Stephen Klein and Kevin Farrelly
Steven Kolodny
Rosanne Leipzig
Paul Lerner
David Levy
Harry Lutrin
Lynn and Carl Lyss
Romualdo Melo
Edward Mogul
Canor Bat-Ami and Rabbi Jay Moses
David Orentlicher and Judith Lynn Failer
Gregory Pizarro
Hoffman Family
Rebecca Prozan
Gabriel Quinto
Peter Rabinowitz
Thomas Raffin
Cori Robinson and Gavriel Bellino
Jeffrey Rollman
Beth Rosenberg and Debbie Markley
Lee Rosenfield
Steve Rothaus and Ric Katz
Rachel Sattler
Gayle and Joel M. Schindler, Ph.D.
David Schmerler
David Schoengut
Joseph A Shapiro
Bruce Shenitz
Fred Siegman
David Sieradzki and Emily Novick
Dov Silberberg
Renee and Joe Silberman
Melissa Sklarz
Mark Sloane
Michael Sonduck and David Zeligson
Ron Sosnick
Susan Sperber
Sasha Spielvogel
Arnold Spinka
Dr. Robert Stillman
Philip Strause
James Sutherland
Pamela Sutherland
Brett Trueman
Bill Weinberger and Danny Gibson
Rabbi Jay Weinstein
Kirk Wisemayer
Evan Wolfson
David Yalen
Matan Zamir

Gesher Varod ($50-$99)
Anonymous (2)
James Amodeo
Hen Benderson
Susan Bernstein
David Bohm
Bill Borror
Elliott Brill
Vanessa Buzo
Sean Cahill
Ezra Cattan
James Cohen
Netanya Cranford
Cameron Cushner
Carmen De Monteflores
Laura Esquivel
Jordan Friede
James Fagelson
Robyn Faye
Peter Friedfeld
Mark Glickman
Bruce Goldberg and Ora Botwinick
Peter Gordenstein
Tyler Grasee
Neil Green
Yaira Haas
L.C. Hansen
Quentin Hill and Rom Ozeri
Howard Rosenblatt
David Jacobs
Barry Josephson
Adam Kessler
Michael Kharfen
Kaci Korkis
Michael Krawitz
Richard Landman
Anvar Latipov
Lawrence Levi
Larry Louis
Merle Malakoff
David McCarthy
Jeffrey Mendelsohn
Jeremy Nagel
Larry Neff
Cary R Nelson
Rachel Patron
Cathy Penso
Bruce Pottash and Scott Ferguson
Jon Richmond
Jordan Ronson
Aaron Rosenberg
Jeff Rosenberg
Lesley Rosenthal
Rabbi Adam Rosenwasser
Stephen Rutsky
Larry Levi Sandigo
Karen Schiller
Barry Schneider
Cindy Stine
Roosevelt Strange
Paul & Ann Sunderland 
Melissa Vito
Stephen Weitzman and John Kneapler
Larry Wexler and Walter Brown
Marilyn Wind
Matthew and Teresa Woorman
Miriam Yarkony
Paul Zarefsky
Natan Zimand



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ALAN SCHWARTZ Chair
ANN DUBIN  Vice Chair
JAMES MOON  Vice Chair
CARMELLA ETTINGER Secretary
BARRY BLECHER Treasurer
BRUCE MAXWELL Past Chair
ARTHUR SLEPIAN Founder

ANDY AUSTIN
DR. DANA BEYER
CINDY BROWN
DANIEL HERNANDEZ
SAM LAUTER
RON LEZELL
FRANK NOVEMBER
JAMES RUSHING
RABBI GIL STEINLAUF
SHARON WILKES

STAFF
ETHAN FELSON 
Executive Director
NATE SHALEV 
Senior Director of Programs and Strategy
SHLOMO SCHWARTZ 
Programs Manager
YAEL DINUR 
Community Manager
LEORA COHEN-ROSENBERG 
Development and Operations Manager
EFRAT FRANK 
Israel Communities Manager
LEE ROSENFIELD 
Fundraising Consultant
KEITH KRIVITZKY 
Fundraising Consultant

 LEADERSHIP

www.awiderbridge.org

Office and primary mailing address
1441 Broadway, Suite 6149 

New York, NY 10018

info@awiderbridge.org
(866) 288-5774


