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New records of lichenicolous fungi from Calabria (southern 
Italy), including a first checklist

Wolfgang von Brackel & Domenico Puntillo

Abstract: Brackel, W. v. & Puntillo, D. 2016. New records of lichenicolous fungi from Calabria (southern Italy), 
including a first checklist. – Herzogia 29: 277–306.
Sixty-six sites of lichenological interest were visited during two excursions to Calabria in the years 2014 and 2015. 
The number of lichenicolous fungi known from this region was enlarged from 37 to 147. New to the Mediterranean 
are Echinodiscus lesdainii, Nectriopsis cariosae, Tremella cetrariicola and T. everniae, new to Italy are Burgoa angu-
losa, Cornutispora ciliata, Didymocyrtis consimilis s.lat., Endococcus ramalinarius, Monodictys fuliginosa, Phoma 
grumantiana, P. melanohaleicola, Pronectria fissuriprodiens, Reconditella physconiarum, Roselliniopsis tartarico-
la, Sphaerellothecium parietinarium, Stigmidium degelii and Taeniolella punctata. A further 91 species are new to 
Calabria. The new species Abrothallus puntilloi and Xenonectriella calabrica are described.

Zusammenfassung: Brackel, W. v. & Puntillo, D. 2016. Neue Meldungen lichenicoler Pilze aus Kalabrien 
(Süditalien) mit der Vorlage einer ersten Checkliste. – Herzogia 29: 277–306.
Während zweier Exkursionen in den Jahren 2014 und 2015 wurden 66 lichenologisch interessante Stellen in Kalabrien 
besucht. Die Zahl der für diese Region bekannten Arten lichenicoler Pilze konnte von 37 auf 147 erhöht werden. Neu für 
die Mediterraneis sind Echinodiscus lesdainii, Nectriopsis cariosae, Tremella cetrariicola und T. everniae, neu für Italien 
sind Burgoa angulosa, Cornutispora ciliata, Didymocyrtis consimilis s.lat., Endococcus ramalinarius, Monodictys fuli-
ginosa, Phoma grumantiana, P. melanohaleicola, Pronectria fissuriprodiens, Reconditella physconiarum, Roselliniopsis 
tartaricola, Sphaerellothecium parietinarium, Stigmidium degelii und Taeniolella punctata. Weitere 91 Arten sind neu 
für Kalabrien. Die neuen Arten Abrothallus puntilloi und Xenonectriella calabrica werden beschrieben.
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Introduction
Calabria is the southernmost region of the Italian mainland, lying between Basilicata in the 
north and Sicilia in the southwest. To the west Calabria borders the Tyrrhenian Sea, to the 
east the Ionian Sea. Due to the humid predominantly western winds the Tyrrhenian coast is 
characterized by high precipitation (1500 –2500 mm/year), whereas the Ionian coast shows a 
dry Mediterranean climate (less than 800 mm/year). Calabria is a mountainous region with 
Monte Pollino in the north reaching 2267 m a.s.l., the Catena Costiera reaching 1541 m a.s.l., 
the Serre with 1423 m a.s.l. and the massifs of the Sila and Aspromonte with altitudes of about 
1950 m a.s.l. Compared with the greatest part of the Apennines, which are composed mainly of 
calcareous rocks, the Calabrian mountains show a high diversity of substrates, including entire 
siliceous massifs. In combination with the oceanic climate on the western side of the higher 
mountains this results in an extreme diversity of lichen species.
In May 2014 and 2015 we undertook two excursions of one week each, the first to the northern 
part with the Pollino, Catena Costiera and Sila, the second to the Serre and Aspromonte. D. 


