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Blair Bruidhinn 
 

 “Blair Talk” for Clan Blair Society     www.clanblair.org                        Fourth Quarter – Nov. 2015 

 

President’s Message 

 

 

Fellow Scots:  

 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held via 

webinar on Saturday September 26, and attended by 30 

members.  The meeting was a 60 minute emersion in 

Clan Blair and Scottish history.  Oregon Commissioner 

Bill Blair presented a special report on the Blair family 

history in Scotland and Ireland that was extraordinary.  

Clan Vice President Shawn Blair presented array of 

Scottish holidays and celebrations, and the annual 

business meeting was reported for members.  

In addition, the fall is a busy time for CBS state clans.  

Festivals and Scottish games are attended all over the 

country and this newsletter reports on many of these 

events.  Our editor has done her best to capture the fun, 

fellowship and heritage we have shared with each other.   

Under the leadership of Membership Chair Charlie 

Diman, our membership remains strong at 232 paid 

members – Hazzah!  Charlie has done a splendid job of 

growing our membership and we send our thanks.  In 

2016, we will restructure the Membership Chair job to 

share a few of the current duties.  If you are willing to 

mail materials, track membership payments or help keep 

the data base current, please contact Charlie or me. 

You are now receiving your annual notice to renew your 

membership by Jan. 1, 2016.  Please see page 3 for 

details.    

 

 

During the past 3 years, CBS has presented history and 

subjects of interest on a 3 times/per year basis.  All have 

been recorded and are available to members on the 

www.clanblair.org website (members only section).  

Please be sure to review these presentations at your 

convenience – it is truly a growing library of 

information.  

We continue to seek a member to oversee the CBS 

library.  This is an important position that oversees the 

library inventory and provides leadership to the 

processes for use of the materials.  Please contact me 

with your interest.    

Dr. Bill Blair has announced his intent to retire as 

Northern California Commissioner.  Bill has served in 

this role for many years, following his tour a CBS 

President and a CBS Founder.  Please share your thanks 

for long service with Bill.  His email address is 

bbblair@comcast.net.    

I look forward to your questions and ideas.   

It is a Great Day to be a Scot - Sláinte!  

Jim Blair 

president@clanblair.org    

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Blair of Blair           • Honorary Member Rt. Hon. Robin Blair — Former Lord Lyon King of Arms of Scotland  •         Blair of Balthayock 

http://www.clanblair.org/
http://www.clanblair.org/
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Hello from Bellerose Manor, NY! 

I hope everyone is enjoying the Fall weather. The 

holidays will be upon us before we know it.  

This year I attended the 55th Long Island Scottish 

Games at Westbury Gardens here on Long Island. They 

have a new name:   Long Island Scottish Festival and 

Highland Games INC.  They are now incorporated.  

Congratulations to them. Their web site is 

WWW.LISCOTS.ORG.   

The Games were held August 21st.  The weather was 

beautiful.  At opening ceremonies, Abigail Hawk sang 

the National Anthem. When she sang, you could have 

heard a pin drop. She had such a beautiful voice.  The 

day was filled with games and entertainment: The 42nd 

Royal Highland Regiment A Foot were there.  The 

BlackWatch had a tent there.  The Ye Pyrate 

Brotherhood were there to entertain. There was a little 

jousting for the kids. There was a Cultural Tent, where 

you could learn an introduction to the bagpipes, 

storytelling for the kids, and a  kilt-making 

demonstration.  Author Jason Fonseca, who wrote 

“GREAT SCOTS”, was present. On the big stage, the 

NY Celtic Dancers, Mactalla Mor, Ryan Irish Dancer, 

and Shot of Scotch dancers entertained.  

More games for children were the caber toss, races, 

pony rides, and face painting. Of course, there was the 

tossing of the caber and the tossing of the sheaf for the 

big strong guys and women.  

Members of the 79th Infantry Regiment of the Civil War 

also attended the Games.  One of them is Terry Hunt, 

author of “Long Island and The Civil War”. I had 

bought a copy when it first came out, very good.  I still 

say I should show up in a Civil War skirt which was 

made from the Clans' twill tartan. It came out beautifully 

and when I wear it I get questions about the tartan. So, I 

talk about Clan Blair basically all year long. I will be 

wearing it marching in the Remembrance Day Parade in 

Gettysburg this year. 

Happy Holidays and a Happy Healthy New Year to All 

Lynne Gallaudet Dolan, Long Island, New York 

Commissioner 

 

 

Lynne Gallaudet Dolan, Gettysburg, Remembrance  

Day Parade 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Don’t forget your Robert Burns Supper in January! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Colorado Report  

Leslie Blair Gallagher – Commissioner  

 

The photos below are of Clan Blair at the Estes Park 

Annual Highland Games: 

 

 

Front row – Tiernan Blair Galligan, Atia Blair, Quinnlin 

Blair, Cordylia Blair Shryack, Saoirse Blair Galligan 

Second row – Dyani Blair Galligan, Adoree Blair, Arabella 

Blair, Erynn Blair Shryack (holding Lochlann), Jim Blair  

Third row – Nick Shryack, Torin Blair, Curtis Blair (not 

shown Anne Blair and Leslie Blair Gallagher) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Front row – Atia Blair, Saoirse Blair Galligan, Cordylia Blair 

Shryack, Tiernan Blair Galligan, Quinnlin Blair  

Second row – Adoree Blair, Maria Winward, Erynn Blair 

Shryack (holding Lochlann), Arabella Blair, Dyani Blair 

Galligan 

Third row – Jim Blair, Kip Baker, Leslie Blair Gallagher, 

Nick Shryack, Torin Blair 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

2016 Dues 

 
2016 Membership Fees are due January 1. 

Annual renewal for membership is due at the end of 

December for 2016. Stay ahead of it and pay online by 

clicking one of the payment options below. Fees are due 

by January 1st and are good through December of the 

next year. 2016 dues will be due by January 1st. You 

can pay your 2016 dues at any time using the PayPal 

options below. Pay with a PayPal account (if you have 

one), or with a credit card. 

If you're like many of us, you mean to pay it but just 

keep forgetting. Help us simplify the task of collecting 

membership renewals by paying online with PayPal. 

Just click on the PayPal button. It takes just seconds! 

We also now have the option of creating a PayPal 

subscription that  will automatically send payment for 

your dues each year. 
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Questions can be sent to Charlie Diman, 

Membership Chair at 

clanmembership@clanblair.org 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

SCOTLAND TRIP 

 
Trip to Scotland:  My wife and I are Celebrating our 

50th Anniversary by taking a ten day "Deluxe, fully 

escorted, small group tour" of Scotland with 

Caledonia Fine Arts Tours of Scotland.  Tour 

leader, Jeff Robertson's standard tour has been 

modified, for us, to include a number of Blair Sites 

and will end at the Blairgowrie Highland Games. 

 

If you are interested in joining us, their website is 

tours-of-scotland.com.  The final modified tour 

schedule will be on line shortly. 

 

Charlie Diman, Clan Blair Membership Chair 

clanmembership@clanblair.org++++++++++++

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

THE BLAIR-COCHRANE 

CONNECTION 

Submitted by Helen Blair 

 

The name Cochrane originates from the "five-merk" 

lands of Coueran, Cochrane, near Paisley in 

Renfrewshire though some suggest that some 

MacEacherns who removed to the Lowlands 

adopted the name Cochrane as a means of 

concealing their origins. Its affinity to the Irish 

Corcoran is also suggestive of a link. The first 

Cochrane recorded in Scotland was one Waldeve de 

Coveran who witnessed a charter in favour of the 

5th Earl of Menteith in 1262. In 1456, Robert 

Cochrane of Cochrane resigned the lands of 

Cochrane to his successor, Allan who received a 

charter of them from James II. Edward Cochrane 

(perhaps of this family) was declared innocent of 

having any part in the detention of King James III in 

Edinburgh Castle in 1482. The last Cochrane of that 

Ilk left only a daughter, Elizabeth who married 

Blair who took his wife's name and estates. Their 

son Sir William Cochrane was created 1st Earl of 

Dundonald in 1669. After the death of the 7th Earl 

the descendants of Sir William's second son became 

the Earls. Thomas, the 10th Earl (1775-1860) was 

the most celebrated chief of the Cochranes and is 

generally known as Lord Cochrane. He joined the 

navy at 18 years and became famous when in 

command of a brig he captured a Spanish frigate, 

whose crew out numbered his by six-to-one, with 

32 heavy guns. He followed this feat by defending 

Trinidad Castle against the French in 1808. He was 

returned to Parliament and was outspoken on the 

Admiralty and the commander-in-chief. He was 

deprived of his position and seat in government 

when he was prosecuted wrongly for fraud. In 1817 

the Chileans invited him to command their navy in 

the attempt to secure independence which he 

succeeded in doing. He followed by helping the 

Brazilians and the Greeks against the Turks. He was 

at last reinstated and in 1854 was made Rear 

Admiral. He also promoted the use of steam 

propelled warships while his continued attacks on 

the incompetence and navy hierarchy led to far-

reaching reforms. Dundonald Castle in Kyle built 

by the Stewarts in the 12th century was bought by 

the Cochranes in the 17th century. The Cochrane 

tartan was officially approved by the 14th Earl of 

Dundonald and Chief of the Cochranes, which 

removed the earlier doubts that the sett was 

incorrect. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

mailto:clanmembership@clanblair.org
mailto:clanmembership@clanblair.org
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The Blair-Scott Connection 

Letter from Sir Walter Scott to Hugh Scott of 

Harden, 30 Dec 1828 

Editor of Blair Bruidhinn from Jack Blair of Perthshire, Oct 

2006, j.j_blair@tiscali.co.uk 

Allen,  

I mentioned in a previous paper that Dominique 

Marie François Rene Galouzeau de Villepin , the 

Prime minister of France, traces his lineage from 

Alexander Blair (1563c- 1615c), a younger son of 

Alexander Blair of Balthayock and his first wife 

Janet Ogilvy. Through exchange of information with 

Patrick de Villepin, their family historian, I have 

been able to amend and add to the book "The Blairs 

of Balthayock and their Cadets" under the section 

"Blair Family in France." 

 

Patrick raised a question regarding the relationship 

between Sir Walter Scott and the Blairs of 

Balthayock, as one of his forebears learned there was 

a link. Researching that, I discovered that in 1828 

Monsr. Dommartin had written from France to his 

friend Hugh Scott of Harden in respect of his Blair 

forebears. Hugh Scott raised this with his famous 

kinsman, Sir Walter Scott of Abbotsford. This 

resulted in the reply written on 30 December 1828. 

 

Therein, Sir Walter draws on the work of Sir Robert 

Douglas and thus encounters the errors made in "The 

Scottish Baronage" where Douglas was unaware of 

the first marriage of Alexander Blair of Balthayock 

and several sons from it. The "Baronage" thus 

produced an erroneous family tree based solely on 

the youngest sons by the second marriage, which 

leads to Scott noting differences between the 

"Baronage" and the French version. 

 

Scott starts by debating the origins of the family, 

suggests that it may have derived from Blair in Fife 

and notes that there was a family association with 

Constantine of Lochore back in the 13th century. I 

would dispute that geographic link but in the 

"Balthayock " book, I had noted the Constantine 

link. I have a hypothesis, yet to expound, which may 

explain the Blair I Constantine relationship through 

the Earl Waldeve. (Will leave that for another day). 

 

At the end of his letter, Sir Walter Scott suddenly 

reveals that there was a close family link between his 

and the Blair of Balthayock family. It would seem 

that his mother knew the relationship but so far, I 

have not discovered the actual link. 

 

Those on the Clan Blair Society visit to Scotland i n 

2006 will recall that they visited Abbotsford and may 

even have seen there the desk at which Sir Walter 

Scott penned the letter on the Blairs of Balthayock. 

 

Letter from Sir Walter Scott to Hugh Scott of 

Harden: 

 

My Dear Sir, 30 Dec 1828,  

 

A much slighter motive than a wish to obey your 

commands and oblige a friend of yours will at any 

time involve me in such a genealogical enquiry as 

you desire me to make respecting the families of the 

Blairs; so I send a few observations, which may be 

authenticated by further genealogical researches 

should Monsr. Dommartin require such to be made. 

 

The word Blair signifies originally Battle or rather 

field of Battle and many places in Scotland are so 

called. These like other local designations were 

assumed by the person who lived there and thus 

became by degrees converted into family 

surnames. But the numerous families named Blair 

are generally derived by Genealogists from one or 

other of two families namely either from Blair of 

Blair in Ayrshire or from that of Blair of 

Balthayock in Perthshire, Angus, and the North of 

Scotland. 

 

These two families had each a number of collateral 

relations and descendants who owned them for 

their Chiefs but they disputed violently with each 

other which of them ought to be acknowledged as 

the Chief of the whole tribe of Blair. 

 

As these two families had subsisted independently 

of each other for so many generations there was no 

means of establishing which House was the more 

honorable or ancient so  that James VI at length 

decided the controversy by directing that the age of 

the Representatives  of Blair of Blair and Blair of 

Balthayock should determine the  precedence  for  

mailto:j.j_blair@tiscali.co.uk


6 

 

the time. 

 

It appears that the branch of the family from 

which Monsr Dommartin descends comes from 

the family of Balthayock. This family seems to 

have attained distinction about the year 1214. I 

suspect from circumstances that the Blair from 

which this family took their surname was Blair in 

Kinrossshire called Blair-Adam including another 

property also called Blair, the name of Blair or 

Battle given to this domain was from the attack of 

the Caledonians upon the Ni nth Legion, which 

they nearly destroyed. 

 

Great part of the action was fought on Lochore 

(now the property of my daughter-inlaw and son) 

and in confirmation of supporting this to have 

been the original seat of the Blairs, I observe that 

Constantine de Lochore was nearly connected 

with the family. But whether the Blairs derived 

their name from that identical place or from 

another of the same name they became Lairds of 

Balthayock about 1393 and made ever after a 

distinguished figure under that title. 

The whole genealogy of the race  may be found in 

Douglass's Scottish  Baronage which is our only 

authority or nearly so upon such subjects, that 

author gives from the archives of the family of 

Balthayock the following account of the origin of 

the families who occur in France. Alexander Blair 

of Balthayock succeeded to the Lands and Barony 

of Balthayock in 1568.  He married Elizabeth 

daughter of Sir Laurence Mercer of Aldie (a 

family of distinction) by whom according to 

Douglas, had three sons, Laurence, Thomas and 

Patrick. 

 

The first Laurence succeeded to his Father’s 

estate. The Third Patrick was the ancestor of the 

Blairs of Pittendreich and other families, the 

passage concerning the second Thomas: I copy at 

length 

 

"Second Thomas who went to France in the reign  of  

James VI of  Scotland  where  he settled and married 

a Lady of rank and distinction whose posterity have 

flourished with lustre in that Kingdom ever since 

and of whom are descended several families which 

now make a considerable figure. -  One 

settled at Bearn whose representative is an officer in 

the army and was in the regiment of Fitz James, 

another is settled at Mentz whose representative is 

now a counsellor of that  town  and  hath  several  

brothers  officers  of rank in the army, and Mr De 

Blair, representative of a third branch settled at Paris 

is now Master of Requests and Intendant of Alsace. 

-They all retain the name of Blair and have been 

allied by marriage with the most considerable 

families in France, viz the de Gesvres, de la 

Rochefoucault, Viscount de Aigremont, Baron de 

Novailles, The Counts de Champignelle, de 

Brimont, des Gilbert, de Jolly,des Fleury, etc." 

 

Monsr. Dommartin will thus see that the Scottish 

genealogist concurs with the officers who drew up 

the Lettres of Noblesse except in one particular that 

Douglas the authority     above quoted who drew up 

the account from family papers calls the Emigrant 

who settled the French Blair in France by the name of 

Thomas whereas the Lettres de Noblesse give him 

another name Alexander I think . 

 

-It is impossible to decide which is the right name 

without a search into the family papers which I have 

no access to if I had leisure for such an investigation. 

Your correspondent may be assured that the Blairs of 

Balthayock have always been a distinguished House 

of great antiquity. Both families of Blair have now 

passed into the female branch of Blair of Blair, 

represented by a younger branch of Scott of Mallenie 

by which transition you and I at least will not allow 

that they have diminished their Gentry. 

 

As for Blair of Balthayock, I observe Margaret an 

Heiress succeeded to the estate in 1723 married 

David Drummond who assumed. Their Son John 

Blair married Patricia Stephens who survived Him. 

They had a son David who was an officer. I should 

be able to say something about the present condition 

of the family being in indescribable manner cousin 

of the Blairs of Balthayock. 

 

We always visited, wore mourning for each other 

intimate births and deaths as the custom amongst 

Scotch cousins but since my poor Mother's death 

these things have been forgotten and I do not know 

the present state of the Balthayock family. The 

ancient inheritance is beautifully seated on the Tay 
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near Perth. 

If Monsr. Dommartin should wish to know the 

existing state of the family nothing could be easier 

for me than to satisfy him. I need not say my dear 

friend how happy I am to obey your [wishes] on all 

occasions. Being with the most sincere regard and 

affection your very faithful kinsman and obedient 

servant, 

WALTER SCOTT, ABBOTSFORD, 30 

December [1828]  [Polwarth] 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MORE BLAIR CONNECTIONS, from Helen 

Blair 

 

 
 

Maj. The Rt. Hon. IAIN ALEXANDER DOUGLAS 

BLAIR COCHRANE, (left) Earl of Dundonald, 

Chief, Clan Cochrane, lives at Lochnell Castle,  

EARL OF DUNDONALD, Ledaig, Argyllshire, 

Scotland and Dr. William C. Blair, (right) of 

Menlo Park, CA. 
 

Lord Iain Alexander Douglas - Blair Cochrane, is the 

direct lineal descendent of ALEXANDER BLAIR, born 

at Blair A yr  1585. 
 

Alexander Blair was the younger brother of John Blair of 

Blair born 1574 at Blair, and the son of John Blair of Blair 

born 1547 and Grizel S e m p i l l  his wife. 

Alexander Blair married Elizabeth Cochrane, and as a 

consequence of the marriage assumed the surname of  

Cochrane. 

 

Each generation descending from Alexander Blair has 

kept the name of Blair just before the surname 

Cochrane. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

High Commissioner’s Report 

Submitted by Curtis Blair 

 

This year 23 games were reported along with other 

activities including Burns Suppers, Kirk’n O’ The Tartan, 

and Tartan Days. The games’ total 5 games more than 

last year. Good Job!  

A question was asked, “Is OK to attend other non-Blair 

functions?”  I am of the mindset that any time the Blair 

Clan can be represented by all means please do so! 

 

Membership Initiative: 

This next year we would like to see our membership 

numbers increase. As of September, we have 232 

members (169 Annual, 57 Life, and 6 Honorary.)  That is 

10 less than last year. 

Below are a few things I thought would be good 

reminders to help us pick up our membership: 

 

1. In our tents, have a guest sheet available, 

contact those who sign it. 

2. Display historical or other documents. 

William Blair from Oregon has some great 

ideas along with PDF’s you can have printed 

up for your displays to make your tents more 

interesting.  

3. Take advantage of what we have available in 

the library - post historical papers etc. 

4. Possibly find things that can be played with 

or touched for a tactile experience.  

5. Have drinks or snacks available. 

6. Contact your membership and make them 

aware of needs of the Clan. 

7. Show personal interest in members and 

contact them about the gatherings. Personal 

contact is the best way to keep and gain 

membership. 

8. Maybe there are family members you haven’t 

thought of that you could invite. Possibly you 

could pay their first year’s membership to get 

them going. 
 

If you have any ideas regarding ways to increase 

membership please forward them on to me. I would love 

to hear from you. 
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Curtis Blair 
High Commissioner 

Clan Blair Society 

CBSclantent1@clanblair.org 

719-578-8095 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

COMMISSIONERS REPORT 

Frances Holt, Vicky Bartlett, Bryan & Jamie Blair 

During 2015, we participated in two Highland 

games.   The first was the Scottish Fest in Costa 

Mesa on May 23 & 24, Memorial Day Weekend.    

Although our number of visitors seemed light at this 

event, we enjoyed visits with member Tom Blair of 

Pahoa, Hawaii, and other visitors interested in the 

name and/or family Blair:  Dan Blair, Jennifer Blair 

of Ramona and Francis Locklin of Simi Valley. 

Our second event was the Seaside Games in Ventura 

on October 10 & 11, Columbus Day Weekend.   

During this event, our event was well visited and we 

welcomed new members Russell McCrary and Elena 

Sotelo-McCrary of San Ramon, who had had a nice 

visit with Dr. William Blair at the Pleasanton Games 

in September.  Visitors included several interested in 

information of the Blair family history:  Dave 

Daniels with son Mariah, Ray Provence and  

previous member Maureen Blair of Santa Paula. 

Bryan and Jamie brought their micro piglet Rosie 

again to both of the weekends.  Rosie was very well 

behaved and enjoyed meeting guests, when she 

wasn’t busy eating the clover and grass at our tent 

site. 

 

Rosie in Ventura 

 

New Members in Ventura 

 

Frances and Tom Holt 

We look forward to seeing Southern California Blairs at 

our events in 2016—in May and October. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:CBSclantent1@clanblair.org
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ARIZONA REPORT 

 
Arizona Commissioner   Helen Blair 

Az_blair@cox.net 

 

 
 

James and Tina Blair, 9-3-2015 

 

Friends and family of CBS member #813, James 

Allan Blair, were on hand to witness and celebrate 

his promotion to Fire Captain in the Gila Indian 

River Community Indian Fire Department. Bagpipes 

and our Clan Blair banner made an appearance in the 

ceremony that was a blend of the fire department 

growth and history and the rich heritage of the 

Tohono O’odham Tribe, highlights included a 

Native blessing ceremony. James’ uncle, William N. 

Blair, USN retired, was the keynote speaker. James 

career since he joined the Gila River Fire Academy 

class of 1999 included; Driver Operator- Engineer, 

Incident Safety Officer, Hazardous Materials 

Technician, Instructor for Fire Service and 

Hazardous Materials programs for both the state and 

GRFD plus volunteering in youth fire safety courses 

and youth cadet programs. James was instrumental 

in the department’s ability to successfully obtain 

International Fire Service Accreditation Councils 

National Accreditation making GRFD the first 

Native American fire department in the US to 

receive this distinction.  We want to thank James for 

his dedication and service at protecting and 

supporting this 600 square mile community. 

 

As this year comes to a close I want to thank family 

and members for their contribution at keeping a 

Blair presence at the Arizona Games. I will be taking 

over the helm again starting with Arizona’s first 

highland games of 2016 that will be held March 19-

20th. It will be held at Steel Indian School Park in 

Phoenix, Arizona. We will be setting up 4 tents to 

accommodate our Blair display and genealogy books 

and to also include a memorial service for Bob Blair 

to celebrate his life.  I will be obtaining group 

discount admission tickets. Game information 

www.arizonascots.org   

 

Happy Hogmanay and I hope everyone has to 

opportunity to attend a Robert Burns Dinner in your 

area in January. - Helen 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

GREENVILLE GAMES 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Wyomia Blair and Dale Granger 

 

The following are photos of the Greenville Games:   

 
 

Maggie Blair and husband James Bowman from Greer 

SC, in the Greenville Parade 

   

mailto:Az_blair@cox.net
http://www.arizonascots.org/
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Wyomia Blair 

 

 

 
Massed Bands at Greenville Games 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REPORT 

Commissioner Bill Blair, 9-15 

This weekend I hosted Northern California Clan 

Blair Tent at the large Scottish Games and gathering 

held in Pleasanton, CA at the Alameda County 

Fairgrounds.  It was a lot of fun and I enjoyed it a 

lot.  We had quite a few visitors to the tent and I am 

hopeful a couple of them will join.   

I write to let you know that the time has come for me 

to retire as Northern California Commissioner.  It’s 

been fun and I would love to do it forever, but I am 

90 and ½ now and slowed down by osteo arthritis 

especially in my knees.  Despite total knee 

replacements it has really slowed me down and I am 

again having considerable difficulty with one knee.   

We had a good turnout of members at the games but 

despite efforts to do so, I could not get a replacement 

for the commissioner position.  If you hear of any 

enthusiastic younger Blair who will take over 

Commissioner for Northern California please let me 

know and I will do all I can to help him or her to get 

off to a good start.   

Best Wishes, Bill Blair 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

Three men, 1 Irish, 1 English and 1 Scotch, are walking along 

the beach one day and come across a lantern and a Genie 

pops out of it.  "I give you each one wish, that's three wishes 

in total", says the Genie. 

 

The Irish guy says, "I am a fisherman, my Dad's a fisherman, 

his Dad was a fisherman and my son will be one too. I want all 

the oceans full of fish for all eternity." So, with a blink of the 

Genie's eye "AlKaZoom" the oceans were teaming with fish. 

 

The English guy was amazed, so he said, "I want a wall around 

England, protecting her, so that nothing will get in for all 

eternity.  Again, with a blink of the Genie's eye "AlkaZoom - 

POOF" there was a huge wall around England. 

 

The Scot asks, "I'm very curious. Please tell me more about 

this wall."  The Genie explains, "Well, it's about 150 feet high, 

50 feet thick, protecting England so that nothing can get in or 

out."   The Scot says, "Ach, fill it up with water." 
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