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Solar and 
wind power 
cannot meet 
the demand

Semi leaks diesel fuel throughout Randolph County

Shown is the truck after it was stopped by Chester police at Kaskaskia and Water 
streets. In the foreground is the Oil-Dri that was used to soak up fuel.

Public meeting on Tilden
solar farm September 13
Would occupy 1,200 acres if  approved

By Travis Lott
A public hearing regard-

ing the Tilden solar pro-
ject, in which two compa-
nies intend to construct a 
large-scale solar farm, was 
postponed due to schedul-
ing issues, according to the 
Randolph County Zoning 
Board of Appeals.
The meeting was origi-

nally scheduled for August 
23. It will now be held 
Tuesday, September 13 
at 7 p.m. at the Randolph 
County Courthouse.
The two companies, Sol 

Systems and Tenaska, have 
partnered to create Tilden 
Solar. The partners plan 
to place the solar farm on 
approximately 1,200 acres 
of land near Tilden.
According to the com-

pany, the project would in-
crease Randolph County’s 
gross domestic product by 
$25 million during the con-
struction phase, which is 

slated to take place between 
2023 and 2024, with a tar-
get date of 2024 for the so-
lar farm to be operational.
The company estimatess 

that the construction of the 
solar farm would temporar-
ily provide more than 300 
full-time jobs. It would em-
ploy two full-time and two 
part-time workers once the 
project is operational.
The September 13 hearing 

will provide the public an 
opportunity to learn more 
about the project and voice 
any concerns they may 
have with its construction.
According to a representa-

tive from the Randolph 
County Land Resource 
Management office, com-
pany representatives had a 
scheduling conflict, which 
caused the postponement 
of the meeting. There are 
no known issues with the 
company’s application for 
a special use permit.

By Travis Lott
A semi was stopped by 

Chester police in the early 
morning hours of August 
19 after reports that it had 
been leaking diesel fuel 
throughout the town.
According to Chester po-

lice, officers stopped a 
truck driven by Richard 
Hickox, 59, of Franklin, 
Arkansas at 1:44 a.m.
The truck, owned by Holt 

Transportation of Alma, 
Arkansas, was carrying 
grain, which was deliv-
ered to Gilster-Mary Lee 
in Chester. 
Employees at Gilster re-

portedly informed the driv-
er of the leak. However, 
police said the man told 
Gilster employees that he 
didn’t know what could 
have caused the leak and 
didn’t have anything to fix 
it anyway, so he kept going.
Hickox was supposedly 

headed to ConAgra to load 
up with more grain.
Gilster employees in-

formed police of the situ-

ation, and the truck was 
tracked down by following 
the trail of diesel fuel. Po-
lice stopped the truck at the 
intersection of Kaskaskia 
and Water streets. A large 
amount of diesel fuel was 
spilling from the truck 
when police located it.
The Chester Fire Depart-

ment was called to assist in 
the cleanup, and about 18 
bags of Oil-Dri were used 
to soak up the fuel at the 
location of the traffic stop.
There were reports of a 

strong smell of diesel fuel 
all over town.
The f ire department 

called E Environmental 
Solutions of Effingham to 
assist in the cleanup, and 
the Illinois EPA was called 
to investigate.
The leak was tracked 

all the way up to Conant 
Road near Pinckneyville, 
and diesel fuel had to be 
cleaned up along State 
Route 154 through Sparta 

Thresherman show
The Perry County Fairgrounds in Pinckneyville was once again filled August 18-21 
for the American Thresherman Steam, Gas and Threshing Show. Above, a Keck & 
Gonnerman machine, owned by Dewayne Erwin of Wayne City, Illinois, left, was 
used to power a baker’s fan during a demonstration Friday. Dean Hutcheson of 
Raleigh, Illinois stands to the right.

Perry County board weighs 
options as energy costs rise

By Travis Lott
The news was not good 

when a representative 
from Affordable Gas and 
Electric of Mt. Vernon pro-
posed a bid for energy 
procurement to the Perry 
County Board of Commis-
sioners August 18.
Under the proposal from 

AGE, the electric supply 
rate of 4 cents per kilowatt 
hour has more than tripled 
to more than 13 cents.
This would be the price 

for a one-year contract.
AGE representative Bruce 

Wallace said the company 
is offering the fixed rate to 
counties as a way to safe-
guard against further cost 
increases, which he said 
are expected to continue 
to rise.
According to information 

he distributed to the board 
and members of the media, 
sources at Ameren Illinois 
informed AGE and other 
energy distributors that 
costs are expected to con-
tinue to increase for up to 
four years.
A letter from Ameren 

states that the increases 
are due to global market 
pressures and the fact that 
renewable energy gen-
eration such as solar and 
wind power has not kept 

pace with the number of 
fossil fuel plants that have 
closed.
The letter states: This has 

created a capacity shortage 
in the region that covers 
Ameren Illinois customers, 
driving up the capactiy 
portion of the supply bill 
by approximately 47 times.
AGE also noted that Rus-

sia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has further stressed the 
global energy market, 
causing a spike in costs all 
over the world. 
Other factors include 

post-pandemic demand for 
energy and natural gas, 
which stalled on an indus-
trial level during pandem-
ic-related shutdowns, and 
low production and storage 
levels of natural gas across 
the United States.

All of this means that the 
average Ameren customer 
has been paying as much 
as $41 more per month 
since June.
“It’s a sad state of affairs,” 

Wallace said.
AGE is offering 12, 36 

and 48-month contracts, 
each that would decrease 
in cost. For example, the 
per-kilowatt-hour cost over 
48 months would be nearly 
11 cents, compared to more 
than 13 for a one-year deal.
The county commission-

ers thanked Wallace for 
the proposal, but because 
it was not on the agenda as 
an action item, the board 
could not act Thursday. 
Commissioners noted that 
it would be on a future 
agenda. 
Wallace said the prices 

listed in the proposal would 
expire in November.
In other news, the board 

approved moving the Sep-
tember 1 county board 
meeting to the Tamaroa 
Village Hall at 548 West 
2nd Street. The meeting 
will take place at 5 p.m.
This is a continuance of 

a plan to move the first 
meeting of every month to 
different locations in the 

This Saturday, Shiloh 
Hill will hold its 72nd an-
nual picnic.
Always held the fourth 

Saturday in August, the 
headline event of the pic-
nic is the antique tractor 
show.
This year’s tractor show 

will run from 2 to 7 p.m. 
and will feature tractor 
competitions and a kiddie 

Shown is Cody Jany of Chester, balancing his tractor 
on a platform during one of the events in 2017.

tractor pull.
The event will also fea-

ture food and drinks. 
There will be free ac-

tivities for the kids, in-
cluding a balloon artist, 
bounce houses and pet-
ting zoo. 
There are also prize 

drawings with first prize 
winning $200, second, 
$125; third, $100; fourth, 
$75; and fifth, $50.
Aside from cash, there 

will be other prizes, as 
well.
The event will be round-

ed out by a dance Satur-
day evening with music 
by Scattergun Jack.

Fourth 
Saturday in 

August

Shiloh Picnic this weekend  
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All those arrested or ticketed 
are presumed innocent until 

proven guilty in court.

Court dispositions
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Weekly police blotter
Tamra L. Krantz, 36, 

of Chester was arrest-
ed August 17 by Ches-
ter police on a Ran-
dolph County warrant 
for failure to appear in 
court for criminal tres-
pass to land. Krantz 
was jailed.

****
Franklin D. Brawdy, 

39, of Sparta was ar-
rested August 17 by 
Sparta police on a Ran-
dolph County warrant 
for failure to appear 
in court for possession 
of meth. Brawdy was 
released on a recogni-
zance bond.

**** 
Alyze M. Nesbitt, 25, 

of Sparta was arrested 
August 19 by Sparta po-
lice for criminal dam-
age to state property. 
Nesbitt was jailed.

****
Joshua G. Cripps, 34, 

of Mulkeytown was ar-
rested August 19 by the 
Randolph County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce on a Ran-
dolph County warrant 
for failure to appear in 
court for driving on a 
revoked license. Cripps 
was jailed.

****
Joshua A. Heath, 33, 

homeless, was arrested 
in Tilden August 19 by 
Sparta police for un-
lawful possession of a 
weapon and ammuni-
tion, resisting a peace 
offi cer, littering and 
theft of utility services. 
Heath was jailed.

****

Laverne A. Ran-
dolph, 53, of Chester 
was arrested August 
20 by Chester police 
for stalking. Randolph 
posted bond and was 
released.

****
Michael O. Petter-

son, 22, of Evansville 
was arrested August 
20 by the Randolph 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
on a Randolph County 
warrant for failure 
to appear in court for 
driving an uninsured 
vehicle. Petterson post-
ed bond and was re-
leased.

****
Julia L. Cordes, 19, of 

Moscow Mills, Missouri 
was ticketed August 20 
by Sparta police for il-
legal transportation 
of an alocoholic bever-
age. Cordes was given 
a notice to appear in 
court.

****
Mildred M. Murphy, 

40, of Tilden was ar-
rested August 21 by 
Sparta police on a Ran-
dolph County warrant 
for petition to revoke 
probation. Murphy was 
jailed.

****
Robert L. Hough-

land, 75, of Sparta was 
arrested August 14 by 
Sparta police for driv-
ing on a suspended li-
cense. Houghland was 
given a notice to ap-
pear in court and re-
leased.

****

Jordan K. Womack, 
29, of Venedy was ar-
rested August 15 by 
Sparta police for driv-
ing on a revoked li-
cense. Womack was 
given a notice to ap-
pear in court and re-
leased.

****
Samantha J. Wilson, 

26, of St. Louis was ar-
rested August 18 by 
Sparta police on a Ran-
dolph County warrant 
for failure to appear in 
court on traffi c charg-
es. Wilson posted bond 
and was released.

****
Sheldon R. Meadows, 

18, of Pinckneyville 
was arrested August 
20 by Sparta police for 
driving on a suspend-
ed license and illegal 
transportation of an 
alocoholic beverage. 
Meadows was given 
a notice to appear in 
court and released.

****
Franklin D. Bawdy, 

39, of Sparta was ar-
rested August 21 by 
Sparta police for retail 
theft. Bawdy was giv-
en a notice to appear 
in court and released.

****

Tyler J. Cobb, 22, of 
Marissa was ticketed 
August 16 by Marissa 
police for retail theft 
under $300. Cobb was 
given a notice to ap-
pear in court.

**** 
Zachary L. Favazza, 

24, of Marissa was 
arrested August 17 
by Marissa police for 
driving on a suspend-
ed license, driving an 
uninsured vehicle and 
driving a vehicle that 
had no valid registra-
tion. Favazza was giv-
en a notice to appear 
in court and released. 

****
Zachary L. Craig, 

21, of Marissa was ar-
rested August 19 by 
Marissa police for pos-
session of meth and a 
controlled substance. 
Craig was released 
with charges pending 
from the state’s attor-
ney’s offi ce.

****
Walter M. Eyman, 52, 

of Red Bud was arrest-
ed August 20 by Ches-
ter police for possession 
of meth and driving on 
a revoked license. Ey-
man was jailed.

**** 

A woman was injured Friday night, when 
her truck ran off Bluff Road, approximately 
one mile south of Modoc Ferry Road, near 
Modoc.

According to the Randolph County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce, Michelle Weber, 58, of Prairie 
du Rocher was traveling northwest on Bluff 
Road in her 2016 GMC Sierra at approxi-
mately 10:30 p.m.

Weber said a deer ran out in front of her, 
causing her to run off the right side of the 
roadway. She overcorrected, and her truck 
ran off the left side of the road, struck an 
embankment and went airborne. Her truck 
then landed in a soybean fi eld, rolling over 
and coming to rest on its wheels.

Weber was taken to Chester Memorial 
Hospital for treatment of her injuries.

Wreck in Modoc 
injures one

The following cases 
have been terminated 
in Randolph County 
circuit court.

Michelle Welton of 
Evansville, possession 
of meth, dismissed.

Joshua Heath of 
Red Bud, obstructing 
identification, guilty, 
fine.

Tomarla Edgar of 
Steeleville, domestic 
battery, guilty, fine.
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WILLISVILLE VILLAGE BOARD

Water bills on the rise
No offi cial ordi-

nance has been writ-
ten yet, but Willisville 
water customers will 
soon be paying more 
each month.

At the August 16 
town board meeting, 
it was agreed to an 
increase in water fees 
to have the least ef-
fect on the minimum 
users.

Willisville has 327 
customers, counting 
those out of town. 

Mayor Clarence 
Warner noted that 
if the town does not 
raise rates to the state 
EPA’s liking, it will be 
diffi cult to get grants.

As of this fi scal 
year, the profi t made 
by the sewer service is 
about $20,000, while 
water profi t is about 
$12,000, according to 
a J.T. Blankinship en-
gineer who was at the 
meeting.

In the end, it was de-
cided to post no sewer 
charge increase, but 
water rates will go 
up some time after 
the board acts on the 
fi nal ordinance, prob-
ably in September.

For in-town custom-
ers, the minimum 
charge will remain 
at $20.25 for the fi rst 
2,500 gallons. For 
each 1,000 gallons 
thereafter, it almost 
doubles, from $6.73 to 
$11.81.

For out-of-town cus-
tomers, the minimum 
remains at $23.25 for 
the fi rst 2,500, and 
goes up from $7.91 to 
$12.99 for each addi-
tional 1,000.

There are no price 
breaks for heavier us-

ers per 1,000 gallons.
Another long dis-

cussion came at the 
end of the meeting, 
when the board decid-
ed on pay increases 
for town employees.

Warner and Trea-
surer Cheryl Salger 
left the meeting room 
for the discussion.

In the end, the 
board gave mainte-
nance worker Derrick 
Vogel a $2 wage hike. 
His hourly rate goes 
from $14 to $16. 

Worker Alden Mill-
er’s wage goes from 
$12.25 to $13.75 an 
hour.

Clerk Maria Dia-
mond’s hourly pay in-
creased from $13.75 to 
$14 an hour.

Salger is paid dif-
ferently, and no pay 
increase was offered. 
Earlier in the meet-
ing, she noted that 
she did not want a pay 
increase.

Diamond said there 
was a lot of discussion 
on the wage issue, 
with some motions 
made but not second-
ed.

Diamond comment-
ed on how she feels 
about her relatively 
small pay increase. 
She said she works 24 
hours a week.

“I work part-time, 
and the others work 
outside,” she said. 
“I’m not thrilled with 
(my wage hike), but 
I can’t change it. I’ve 
been here for two and 
a half years with no 
pay increase.”

Diamond said she 
will be looking around 
for other jobs.

In other action, the 

board changed its li-
quor ordinance be-
cause of what was an 
apparent confl ict be-
tween the Illinois and 
Willisville laws.

The village ordi-
nance stated that no 
one under 21 could be 
in a bar after 9 p.m. 
unless accompanied 
by a parent.

However, Illinois 
law states that liquor 
servers can be 18. 

Therefore, some 
Willisville bartenders 
could have been put 
out of work.

For consistency with 
the state, the board 
changed the ordi-
nance to now say that 
no one under 18, rath-
er than 21, can be in a 
bar after 9 p.m.

The owner of Broad-
way Corner Lounge 
said she has trouble 
fi nding bartenders as 
it is.

Warner announced 
that Police Chief Jeff 
Glenn will resign ef-
fective December 1, 
and Chad Howard 
will also be leaving 
whether or not he is 
elected Perry County 
sheriff. 

It was agreed to ad-
vertise for a police 
chief.

The board continues 
to work on the zoning 
issue at the Walter 
Meeks property. 

Meeks will be sent 
an order for  zoning 
correction. Meeks is 
living in a building 
zoned for highway 
business. 

No zoning hearing 
has been held on the 
matter.

SPARTA CITY COUNCIL

Plants and weeds ordinance 
updated, library to be painted

By Dan Zobel
The Sparta ordinance 

in regards to plants 
and weeds was offi cial-
ly updated during the 
city council’s August 22 
meeting.

The council also ap-
proved a bid to paint 
the library and dis-
cussed the purchase of 
a rescue pumper truck 
for the fi re department.

Commissioner Nath-
aniel Ward introduced 
the plants and weeds 
ordinance amendment 
several meetings prior.

During the council’s 
August  8  meeting, 
Mayor Jason Schlimme 
asked for the item to 
be tabled so he could 
consult with attorney 
Alan Farris about some 
questions he had.

This time, after some 
discussion, the amend-
ment was approved, 
with Commissioner 
Bobby Klausing voting 
present.

Ward has stated that 
he is trying to overhall 
the ordinances that fall 
under his department. 
The ordinance relating 
to plants and weeds had 
not been updated since 
1992.

One  o f  the  main 
changes to the ordi-
nance is to make sure 
that everybody, those 
who work for the city 
and the residents, un-
derstand that three 
days is allotted for an 
issue to be resolved 
with plants or weeds 
at a residence once a 
notice is issued to the 
property owner with a 
clear explanation of the 
problem.

Ward read from the 
old ordinance, saying 
that it clearly stated 
that three days should 
be given before the city 
does anything at the 
property.

However, Farris con-
tended that was not the 
correct way to interpret 
the ordinance.

To his point, Ward not-
ed that too many times, 
the old ordinance was 
being misinterpreted, 
and he said there is a 

problem if people are 
reading it differently.

In other news, the 
council  accepted a 
$17,500 bid from Brad-
ley’s Painting of Coul-
terville to paint the 
entire outside of the 
library.

Klausing said Brad-
ley’s recently did the 
painting at the Mis-
selhorn Art Gallery. 
At that time, Klausing 
asked the company for 
a bid for the library.

Bradley submitted two 
bids, one for the entire 
outside of the building 
and one for a wall that 
is in need of attention. 
The price for that one 
wall was $7,000.

Klausing noted that 
he did not seek any oth-
er bids because $17,500 
is under the amount 
that requires a formal 
bidding process.

“We have to keep 
things maintained,” 
said Commissioner Mi-
chael Kelley.

The council approved 
a one-year agreement 
with Blue Cross Blue 
Shield for employee 
insurance benefits. 
The offer from Blue 
Cross represented a 10 
percent increase. Blue 
Cross was the only com-
pany to submit a bid.

Fire Chief Tim Rucks 
opened a discussion 
with the council for 
the possibility of pur-
chasing a new rescue 
pumper truck for an 
estimated $750,000.

Rucks said, if the 
truck is approved to be 
purchased, the depart-
ment would sell its 1983 
truck that is out of ser-
vice, as well as its 1999 
truck.

Rucks said he has also 
obtained information 
from a finance com-
pany that is willing to 
help finance the unit 
through payments over 
12 years.

Klausing asked if any 
grants were available. 

Rucks, as well as 
Ward, noted that the 
department is always 

applying for grants.
Schlimme was con-

cerned with the cost of 
the truck and that the 
council was not given 
this information sooner 
than several days prior 
to the meeting.

Schlimme suggested 
that Rucks get with 
Commissioner Alan 
Young, who heads the 
Financing Committee 
for the council, to see 
if there is any money 
available for such a 
purchase. 

Young stated that 
without some sort of 
grant, there would not 
be enough funds.

“If we’re needing two 
or three trucks down 
the road and bind our-
selves to this for 10 to 12 
years, we won’t be buy-
ing another one any-
time soon,” Schlimme 
said.

Schlimme indicated 
that he was not say-
ing the department 
does not need a new 
truck, but he has seen 
surrounding towns 
purchase refurbished 
trucks for nearly half 
the cost of this one.

“We need to sit down 
as a group and discuss 
this,” Schlimme said. 
“We need to fi nd a way 
to get all that we can 
for what we can af-
ford.”

The council approved 
the reappointments of 
Peggy Petkas and Don 
Adams to the library 
board on terms to ex-
pire June 30, 2025.

Kelley reported that 
Richard Prest will re-
tire soon after 37 years 
as the streets lead su-
pervisor.

During public com-
ment, two gentlemen 
raised an issue with 
the growth of weeds 
in ditches and along 
streets, asking for the 
city to do something 
about it.

Klausing asked them 
to get with him so the 
city can check out the 
situation and get it tak-
en care of.
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New school year off and running
No COVID mask 

mandates this year,
at least for now

It’s that time of 
year again—the 

time when our kiddos 
are forced to shut off 
the video games and 
emerge from the base-
ment, squint at the 
sunshine as their eyes 
adjust and get ready 
to go back to school.
Maybe they’re excit-

ed to go back, to be 
with their friends they 
haven’t gotten to see 
in three long months. 
Perhaps they’re less 

enthusiastic—not nec-
essarily kicking and 
screaming, but drag-
ging their feet a bit.
Back to school time 

is an adjustment for 
everyone, including 
parents and teachers.
Sometimes it takes 

a week or so to get 
back into the swing 

of things and adjust to 
renewed deadlines for 
homework and morn-
ing preparation.
One nice thing is 

that, this school year, 
it feels like we’ve 
moved past the inter-
ruptions caused by 
the pandemic. Kids no 
longer need to spend 
their entire day wear-
ing masks or distanc-
ing from anyone. This 
is undoubtedly a relief.
One of the things 

we are reminded of 

during this time of 
the year is how fortu-
nate we are to have so 
many wonderful edu-
cators who are ready, 
willing and enthusias-
tic to shape the minds 
of our young people.
Some areas are not 

so lucky. St. Louis, for 
example, is seeing a 
teacher shortage at 
some of its schools.
It’s also important 

to remember during 
this time of year that 
our kids are out on 

the roads heading to 
and from school, after-
school sports, clubs 
and other meetings. 
More than ever, this 

is a time to be careful 
on the roadways, to 
slow down and stay 
off the cell phones. We 
love our kids, and we’d 
very much like to have 
them at the kitchen 
table for supper at the 
end of every day.
There will be chal-

lenges for the 2022-23 
school year, as with 
any other, but with 
the pandemic in the 
rearview mirror, it 
feels a new day has 
dawned. Soon it will 
be fall, and we’ll all 
enjoy bonfires and 
high school football.
It’s going to be a 

great year.

Superglue: My greatest fear
Some folks fear 

death  or  pub -
lic speaking. Some 
fear interstates or 
Walmart. 
I used to have a fear 

of flying and of tor-
nados but have gotten 
over this with the help 
of Xanax and sleeping 
in the lower level of 
our house.
You might think this 

is trivial, but my great-
est fear at this time is 
superglue. 
Like the teacher who 

hated school starting 
so much that she got 
ill when she would see 
school supplies, I get 
the same anxiety at 
the superglue displays 
in stores.
This fear is well de-

served. I wasn’t born 
with it. It has devel-
oped over time due 
to years of mishaps. 
I have been glued to 
most everything that I 
have attempted to fix. 
You hear about wom-

en who do a lot of 
cooking feeling like 
they are chained to 
the stove. I fear that 
I will be permanently 
adhered to some in-
animate object.
You laugh at this, but 

read on and you’ll see 
what I mean. 

Many years ago, a lo-
cal school bus driver 
noticed that the kids 
on her bus were unu-
sually noisy. As you 
probably know, school 
kids often use the bus 
ride to get into mis-
chief, knowing that 
they can get by with 
things that would nev-
er be allowed in school. 
Looking into her 

rearview mirror, the 
driver spied the kids 
throwing something 
around the bus. 
She pulled over, put 

on her flashers and 
went back to see what 
was causing all the 
commotion. It was a 
simple tube of super-
glue. She held out her 
hand and asked the 
kids to give it to her, 
and she threw it into 
the waste can.
Unfortunately, as 

she proceeded on her 

route, she realized 
that the superglue 
tube must have had a 
leak when she found 
her right hand ad-
hered to the bus steer-
ing wheel. This meant 
she had to shift with 
her left hand, awk-
wardly crossing over 
her body. Thankfully, 
she made it back to the 
bus garage safely, and 
her fellow bus drivers 
helped her out by dis-
solving the glue with 
gasoline. 
When I heard her tell 

this story, I laughed 
really hard —but truth 
be told, it was only a 
cover-up for my own 
unfounded fear. Her 
account confirmed 
my anxiety, but I push 
forward.
The other day, one 

of my earrings lost a 
jewel. I love earrings, 
the bigger the better, 

even though they tend 
to enlarge my ear-
lobe holes, but that’s a 
whole other story.
T h e  j e w e l  t h a t 

fell out looked easy 
enough to secure back 
into the earring. Just 
a dab of superglue 
was all it would take, 
I told myself. 
Have you ever tried 

to get just a dab of 
glue, pinpoint size, 
onto a small area? For 
me, it never works. 
As predicted, the glue 
filled the area as I 
quickly pushed the 
jewel inside.
You would think I 

would have learned 
my lesson about using 
old tweezers instead 
of my fingers, but no. 
It was already too 

late when I realized 
my mistake, and thus, 
my earring and I be-
came one. This would 
be a great look if ear-
rings were meant to 
adorn the tips of your 
fingers. Rushing up-
stairs, I prayed that I 
had enough nail pol-
ish remover to rem-
edy the problem.
It was time to get out 

the Xanax, go down 
to our lower-level bed-
room and take some 
deep breaths. 

General Patton 
wouldn’t think 
much of Mitch

Establishment Republicans, also known 
as Republicans In Name Only, are infa-

mous for their ability to snatch defeat from 
the jaws of victory. 

They do it so often that real Republicans 
might, in their wildest dreams, occasionally 
think they just might be losing on purpose, 
maybe.

Real Republicans may cite as evidence Sen-
ate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell’s recent 
comments indicating that the GOP might not 
regain control of the Senate in the November 
mid-terms.

“I think there’s probably a greater likeli-
hood the House flips than the Senate,” town-
hall.com columnist Matt Vespa quotes McCo-
nnell as saying. “Senate races are just differ-
ent; they’re statewide. Candidate quality has 
a lot to do with the outcome.”

Vespa said it’s not clear what McConnell 
means when he talks about candidate quality, 
but the Kentucky senator’s comments might 
irk his haters. I think it’s very clear that Mc-
Connell thinks those right-wing extremists—
those Deplorables and Bitter Clingers—have 
nominated too many Trump supporters and 
not enough RINOs.

I’m not a McConnell hater. I agree with 
Vespa when he said, “Like any politician in 
Washington, he has his good days, like push-
ing through the core of the Trump agenda, 
especially when it came to judges, and then 
can blow that goodwill in a second. It was in-
credibly disappointing that McConnell got 
squishy after the January 6 riot, even mull-
ing an offensive against the Trump base be-
fore polling forced him to move on from that 
fool’s errand.”

Nevertheless, I do despise McConnell’s cow-
ardice in the face of the enemy. There’s noth-
ing quite so inspiring as a leader who waves 
the white flag long before the battle is decid-
ed. “Sing Along With Mitch” was a popular TV 
show back in the ‘60s. “Surrender Along With 
Mitch” isn’t likely to fare so well.

“For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, 
who shall prepare himself to the battle?” says 
First Corinthians 14:8. 

Mitch sounds about as uncertain as the 
manager of the fictional baseball team in Bob 
& Ray’s skit about the coming season. Asked 
about his prospects, the poor fellow says he 
could use a better catcher and some better 
pitchers. He’s not too sure about his infield-
ers, and he could use a few outfielders who 
could catch the ball and get a hit now and 
then, too.

That was comedy, but there’s nothing funny 
about the prospect of real Republican Senate 
candidates failing to win this fall. 

As Elizabeth Stauffer writes in the Wash-
ington Examiner, “U.S. political history is 
rife with instances in which one Senate vote 
meant the difference between a bill’s passage 
or its failure.

“Had Republicans rallied behind then-Re-
publican Sens. David Perdue and Kelly Loef-
fler in Georgia’s January 2021 runoff elec-
tions, we could have mitigated much of the 
damage caused by the Biden administration’s 
overreach.”

Therefore, I urge the multiplied hundreds 
upon hundreds of millions of loyal readers of 
this column to join me in urging McConnell to 
stiffen his spine and change his tune. 

Let’s tell him to rally his troops as if the fate 
of the nation and of generations yet unborn 
depends upon GOP victories in ’22 and ’24 and 
every year after that, too—because it does.

Here are a few battle cries Mitch might try:
“Fear! Fire! Foes! Awake!” (The Horn-Cry of 

Buckland in “The Lord of the Rings”)
“We have nothing to do but fight on, with 

hope or without it!” (Gandalf the White, same 
book)

“Remember the Alamo! Remember the 
Maine! Remember Mar-a-Lago!” (Texas, Cuba, 
Florida) 

If those are too blood-curdling for ol’ Mitch, 
though, let’s hope he at least heeds the prayer 
in an old song about a preacher who’d been 
treed by a grizzly

“Lord, Lord, if you can’t help me, for good-
ness sakes don’t you help that bear!”

For more by John Meacham, visit laugh-
withjohn.wordpress.com.

Slow down
Editor, County Journal:
Anyone who knows 

me could tell you I’m 
usually cool and calm, 
but now I’m like a vol-
cano ready to explode.
Something has got 

to be done about the 
speeding in Willis-
ville before someone is 
hurt, or worse, killed.
Everyone thinks 

since Dolly Hill homes 
have no children, they 
can use it as a freeway, 
but I have a great-
grandchild who visits 
quite often. To make 
matters worse, they 
have even started to 
drive like that in town.
If no other traffic 

is around, they go 
very fast. This has 
got to stop. People are 
walking the streets, 
pulling in and out of 
their driveways; kids 
are riding their bicy-
cles and are running 
around. 
Have you as parents 

not talked to your kids 
who drive about these 
things? Driving is not 
about seeing how fast 
you can get from one 
place to another, or 
maybe the problem is 

they have learned it 
from you.
I’m planning on talk-

ing to the town board 
about this at their next 
meeting. I’ve called 
the police and was told 
that before anyone will 
do anything, someone 
needs to write a letter 
in a newspaper and go 
to a town board meet-
ing and bring up the 
subject.
 I was told the more 

people I can get to 
attend this meeting, 
the better. So, please 
come before it’s too 
late. I was told people 
have called and com-
plained, so please do 
something about it. 
I  think the town 

meet ings  are  the 
third Tuesday of every 
month. Find out, and 
meet me there before 
it’s too late.

Diann Moore
Willisville

Military stole 
policy questioned
Editor, County Journal:

Every public high 
school in the sur-
rounding area not 

only allows military 
stoles to be worn by 
enlisted graduates for 
the entire graduation 
ceremony, they also 
offer some sort of rec-
ognition of enlistment 
during the ceremony. 
Every public school 
besides Chester High 
School that is. 

Chester allows en-
listed students to put 
their military stoles 
on for the recessional 
exit, that’s it.

Chester’s policy 
is that only school 
earned cords and 
stoles are allowed. Yet, 
military recruiters 
are allowed to recruit 
on school property 
during school hours. 
Doesn’t that make re-
cruiting a school spon-
sored event? 

Graduates are giv-
en a dress code to 
follow. No jeans, no 
boots, no tennis shoes 
and black shoes only 
for girls. Every sin-
gle one of those dress 
codes were broken by 
various students for 
the 2021 ceremony. Ev-
ery student who broke 
the code was still al-
lowed to partake in 

the ceremony. Yet, en-
listed students are 
threatened with being 
pulled from the cer-
emony if they display 
their military stole be-
fore the end of the cer-
emony. 

Two school board 
members have the 
personal belief that 
the military makes it 
too easy to quit during 
boot camp and they 
don’t want to hon-
or potential quitters 
by allowing military 
stoles at CHS gradu-
ation. The same two 
board members have 
offered some sort of 
recognition at a fu-
ture game or event if 
the graduated enlist-
ed returns to Chester 
after boot camp. Too 
little too late, in my 
opinion. 

If you are as out-
raged as you should 
be, contact new su-
perintendent Kim-
berly Briggs at 618-
826-4509, kimberly-
briggs@chester139.
com or contact a 
school board member. 

Alicia Ebers
Chester

I should have
used tweezers

instead of
my fingers

Aug. 18 .............. 5.9
Aug. 19 .............. 5.7
Aug. 20 .............. 5.9
Aug. 21 .............. 5.9
Aug. 22 ..............5.2
Aug. 23 ..............5.2
Aug. 24 .............. 5.6
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Red Bud shooting...from Page 1____________

Dirt For Sale
Road & Driveway Rock

RED DOT
826-4045

RED 
DOT

All Sizes Rock • Tailgate Spread

CONSTRUCTION 30-Yard
Trash Dumpsters 

Available

Lewis & Clark commendations
The Lewis & Clark chapter of the Illinois Society of Sons of the American Revolution recently 
presented law enforcement commendations to three Randolph County sheriff’s deputies and 
the 9-1-1 dispatcher, who were instrumental in rescuing two men from a collapsed trench 
earlier this year. From left in front are Deputy Steve Miles, Dispatcher Mary Beam, Detective 
Ryan Coffey, Chief Deputy Jarrod Peters and Lewis & Clark President Dan Crafton. In back 
are Michael Kaiser and James Liefer, the men who were rescued, and Sheriff Shannon 
Wolff. Photo by John Meacham

Semi leaks diesel fuel ... from Page 1 _______________
and into Chester.

Sparta Fire Chief 
Tim Rucks said  i t 
took E Environmental 
about an hour to clean 
up the spill through 
Sparta. 

It appeared that the 
leak worsened as the 
truck made its way 
south to Chester. 

The fuel tank was 
nearly empty by the 
time the truck was 
stopped, and it was es-
timated that it spilled 
between 75 and 100 
gallons of diesel.

Crews worked for 
several hours Friday 
morning to clean up 
the mess.

It is unclear what 
Hickox struck that 
may have caused the 
leak.

Chester police cited 
Hickox for operating 
unsafe equipment. 

However,  Chester 
Police Chief Bobby 
H e l m e r s  s a i d  t h e 
IEPA will investigate 

to pursue potentially 
more severe charges.

Perry County Tow-
ing of Perryville, Mis-
souri was called to re-
move the truck from 
the scene.

A call to Holt Trans-
portation was not re-
turned in t ime for 
publication.

county to provide resi-
dents with more access 
to elected representa-
tives. The plan was 
placed on hold for a 
couple of months as 
County Clerk Bobby 

Kelly managed the pri-
mary election. 

The board has previ-
ously met in Cutler and 
Du Quoin, and board 
members said they 
would like to visit all of 

the towns in the county 
on a rotating basis.

A number of raffle 
licenses were also ap-
proved, including the 
Pinckneyville Cham-
ber of Commerce, St. 

Mary Magdalen Catho-
lic Church, Mitchell 
Lodge 85, Greg Wilson 
for Treasurer, Jennifer 
Martin for County Com-
missioner and Howard 
Baxter for Sheriff.

The above chart, provided to the Perry County Board of Commissioners by Bruce Wallace of 
AGE Energy, illustrates skyrocketing energy prices from January 2018 through May 2022.

PerryCounty board weighs energy costs ... from Page 1

Tick-borne virus found in Jackson
The Illinois Depart-

ment of Public Health 
has confi rmed that an 
older person who re-
sides in a rural area 
of Jackson County re-
cently tested positive 
for Heartland virus, 
the third reported case 
in Illinois since 2018. 

The exact area of the 
county where the virus 
was found was not re-
leased.

Likely spread by the 
Lone Star tick, more 
than 50 cases of the 
disease have been re-
ported in the Midwest 
and southern United 
States since 2009.

Heartland virus was 
fi rst identifi ed in 2009 
when two Missouri 

farmers who had been 
bitten by ticks were 
admitted to a hospital. 

Almost all individu-
als with Heartland 
virus have been hospi-
talized.

Although most peo-
ple infected have fully 
recovered, a few older 
individuals with more 
than two chronic dis-
eases have died. 

There are no vac-
cines to prevent Heart-
land virus infections.

Signs and symptoms 
of infection are like 
those of other tick-
borne diseases and can 
include fever, head-
aches, fatigue, muscle 
aches and diarrhea. 

Most people have re-

ported becoming sick 
about two weeks after 
being bit by a tick.

While there is no 
treatment, doctors can 
treat some of the symp-
toms. If you have been 
bitten by a tick and 
think you may have 
Heartland virus or an-
other tick-borne ill-
ness, visit a health care 
provider.

Ticks are commonly 
found on the tips of 
grasses and shrubs. 
They crawl and cannot 
fl y or jump. The tick 
will wait in the grass 
or shrub for a person or 
animal to walk by then 
quickly climb aboard. 
Some ticks will attach 
quickly, and others will 

wander, looking for 
places like the ear or 
other areas where the 
skin is thinner.

To avoid tick bites, 
wear light-colored, pro-
tective clothing—long-
sleeved shirts, pants, 
boots or sturdy shoes, 
and a head covering. 
Treat clothing with 
products containing 0.5 
percent permethrin.

Apply insect repellent 
that contains 20 per-
cent or more DEET, pi-
caridin, or IR3535 on 
exposed skin for protec-
tion that lasts several 
hours.

Walk in the center of 
trails so grass, shrubs, 
and weeds do not brush 
against you.
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SEhealth.org/heart

11 TIME RECIPIENT
2 0 1 2 - 2 0 2 2

STEMI RECEIVING

GOLD PLUS

2022
Mission:
Lifeline®

SoutheastHEALTH is now an 11-time Platinum Performance 
Achievement Award recipient from the American College 
of Cardiology. 
Southeast Hospital has also received:
• American Heart Association’s 2022 Get With The Guidelines Heart Failure           

Gold Plus Quality Achievement Award 
• American Heart Association’s Mission: Lifeline STEMI Receiving Center                

Gold Plus Recognition 
• American Heart Association’s Mission: Lifeline Regional STEMI Achievement Award
• Get With The Guidelines®-Stroke Gold Plus with Target: Stroke Honor Roll and   

Target Type 2 Diabetes Honor Roll

For those we serve this means access to lifesaving, 
award-winning cardiovascular care. Another reason why, 
at SoutheastHEALTH, your heart is in the right place.

RANDOLPH COUNTY BOARD

County fi nances tight,
COVID money helping

By Dan Zobel
The Randolph County 

Board of Commission-
ers received the 2021 
county audit during its 
August 19 meeting.

While the overwhelm-
ing takeaway of the 
audit was favorable, 
there were some nega-
tive items of note.

CPA Jim Schmersahl 
of Schmersahl Treloar 
& Co. of St. Louis ex-
plained that it was a 
positive year overall 
for the county during a 
year that was impacted 
by COVID and COVID 
funding.

Schmersahl added 
that cash was up sub-
stantially over the last 
couple of years. The 
county benefi ted from 
COVID funds received 
and a decrease in pen-
sion liability costs.

“Things are still really 
tight financially, but 
they are better than 
they were,” Schmersahl 
said.

Sales, income and re-
placement taxes re-
ceived from the state 
were up for the county, 
but the majority of the 
reason for that was be-
cause these taxes were 
collected more slowly 
because of COVID.

Schmersahl comment-
ed on county facilities, 
including the Randolph 
County Care Center.

The care center saw a 
profi t of over $700,000, 
which is more than the 
last two years.

However,  without 
grants received by the 
care center, it would 
have shown a defi cit.

The care center re-
ceived nearly $900,000 
in operating grants and 
contributions, whereas 
it received nothing in 
that item the previous 
year.

The charges for ser-
vices received was also 
down around $700,000, 
which is because of 
fewer residents.

In closing, Schmer-

sahl noted that a county 
that has $23 million 
in revenues deserves 
to have a more robust 
accounting reporting 
system.

“This is a large so-
phisticated government 
entity with lots of mov-
ing parts,” Schmersahl 
said. “You’ve gotten by, 
but you need a more 
sophisticated account-
ing structure. It’s time 
to restructure it.”

Schmersahl under-
stood that the county 
had some turnover in 
employees who gener-
ally handle the account-
ing, in addition to the 
COVID situation, but he 
still thinks this has to 
be addressed.

Commissioner Dave 
Holder said he believes 
that the county needs 
an internal financial 
administration. He said 
that the county should 
hire an individual who 
is an accountant with 
a degree or something 
similar.

“The complexities of 
the system require a 
higher proficiency,” 
Holder said. “How we 
can get that accom-
plished, I don’t know 
yet, but we’re pursuing 
it. We need to fi nd the 
individuals and put the 
right structure in place.”

The other issue from 
the audit is how late 
the real estate tax cycle 
has become the last few 
years.

Schmersahl noted 
that in 2019, the cycle 
ended in February and 
saw slippage to March 
in 2020 and 2021. He 
said the county needs to 
get it back to November.

Holder said this year 
the cycle is looking 
at closing in January 
with the hope to get 
back to November in 
2023.

“I can safely say we 
are six weeks ahead 
of last year,” added 
County Clerk Melanie 
Johnson.

In other news, the 
board approved a reso-
lution to partner with 
Monroe County in ap-
plying to join the South-
western Illinois Devel-
opment Authority.

The authority pro-
motes, encourages and 
facilitates economic de-
velopment in the south-
western Illinois coun-
ties of Bond, Clinton, 
Madison and St. Clair.

The only way for other 
counties to join is for 
them to apply and gain 
approval through state 
legislature.

The board also ap-
proved to designate 
September 1 as Retired 
Teachers Day in Ran-
dolph County.

During the 2021-22 
school year, 42 mem-
bers of the Retired 
Teachers Association 
donated 10,858 hours of 
volunteer service.

In personnel, appoint-
ments were made for 
Steve Gonzalez, Ed-
gar Lakes Drainage 
District, expiring Sep-
tember 2025; Richard 
Guebert, Prairie du 
Rocher and Modoc 
Levee District, August 
31, 2025; Derek Klein, 
Kaskaskia Island Levee 
and Drainage District, 
September 2025, and 
Laura Woodworth and 
Mike Schmitz, Ran-
dolph County Exten-
sion Board, September 
1, 2023.

Circuit Clerk Julie 
Carnahan reported 
that her offi ce recently 
received a $33,000 tech-
nology grant, which 
will be used to get new 
video systems for the 
courtrooms.

Emily Lyons report-
ed that the Randolph 
County Tourism Bu-
reau is in the process 
of updating the county 
map. She asked that if 
anybody knows of any 
changes, especially in 
tourism areas, to let 
someone from the tour-
ism board know.

From left in the front row are retired teachers Melanie Green, Kathy 
Franklin, Emily Lyons and Carolyn Schwent. Back row: county 
Commissioner Ronnie White, Chairman Marc Kiehna and Commissioner 
Dave Holder.

Two students at 
St. Mark’s Lutheran 
School in Steeleville 
have placed at the 
VFW department level 
for their Americanism 
projects.

Second-grader Aus-

tin Froemling, the son 
of Mark and Leslie Fro-
emling, earned fi rst 
place for his poster.

Emma Rieckenberg, 
the daughter of Eric 
and Deanne Riecken-
berg, placed second for 

her essay.
Both projects won 

on the VFW Post 3553 
level, then again at 
the state level.

The district level is 
the highest a student 
can achieve. 

From left are Austin Froemling, Emma Rieckenberg and Mary Pierce, 
VFW Post 3553 Auxiliary president and Americanism chairperson.

Two St. Mark’s students 
place in VFW contest

Individuals and 
groups represent-
ing civic organiza-
tions, businesses, high 
schools and labor 
unions plan to team 
up September 17 and 
devote the morning 
to cleaning up State 
Route 13 from Mur-
physboro to Harris-
burg.

The region-wide 
cleanup is part of 
Clean SOIL, a group 
founded by former 
Congressman Glenn 
Poshard and former 
Southern Illinoisan 
sports editor Les Win-
keler.

While COVID put 
clean-up efforts on 
the shelf, Clean SOIL 
moved forward in oth-
er ways. 

Partnering with the 
SIU School of Educa-
tion, Clean SOIL made 
it possible for SIU to 
create an anti-littering 

curriculum for schools 
throughout the nation. 

“Katrina Med-
ernach, a graduate 
student at SIU, worked 
with us for the past 
year to develop a cur-
riculum for kinder-
garten through third 
grade,” Poshard said. 
“In the next couple of 
years, we hope to have 
lesson plans in place 
that would reach jun-
ior high and high 
school students. 

“In addition to devel-
oping the curriculum, 
SIU has been instru-
mental in getting the 
lessons approved by 
the National Science 
Teachers Association, 
meaning the lessons 
will be available to 
teachers throughout 
the country.” 

Illinois Department 
of Transportation per-
sonnel will truck away 
the accumulated litter. 

Plans are also be-
ing made to recycle as 
much of the trash as 
possible. 

“While the cleanups 
represent a major step 
forward, we know 
that in order to ful-
fi ll our mission, Clean 
SOIL has to change 
attitudes toward lit-
tering in southern Il-
linois,” Winkeler said. 
“We hope the edu-
cational component 
teaches children the 
importance of taking 
care of our planet and 
they pass that attitude 
along to their siblings 
and parents.” 

For more informa-
tion on the cleanup 
effort or to help at the 
event, call Melinda 
Dovell at 618-841-7948 
or Rachel Pesola at 
618-694-7220.

For more about 
Clean SOIL, go to 
cleansoil618.org.

Clean SOIL group to hold
cleanup day along Route 13
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AUTO PARTS/SERVICE

1089 Tanner Rd.
AVA

618-426-3661

Tire & Supply
FROEMLING 

502 W. SHAWNEETOWN TRAIL 
STEELEVILLE

965-2040
Service Agreements

A/C & Heating, Inc.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

COUNTY JOURNAL

ELECTRICIAN
KEN HALL

Electric, Inc.
Residential • Farm • Commercial

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

(618) 443-3013

443-4358 • Sparta
Phone Toll Free

1-800-477-4358

CLEANING

PROPANE

1101 E. Pine • PO Box 369 • Percy
618-497-8272 • countyjournal.org

HEATING & AIR

Danbury’s

618-497-8849

CARPET
UPHOLSTERY

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING

STORAGE

618-965-9609

210 E. Massachusetts St.
STEELEVILLE

STORAGE 
SOLUTIONS

HEATING & AIR
WILSON & SONS

Heating & Air
Residential • Commercial
24-Hr. Emergency Service

Todd Wilson 
618-443-4518 618-282-5500

TIRE DISPOSAL

We Dispose of
Passenger Car, SUV, Light 

Truck, Heavy Duty & Ag Tires
STEELEVILLE •  618.317.6917

LAWN SERVICES

WILLIAMS

Lawn & 
Landscape Services

618-978-0079
Lawn Mowing • Landscape Mulch
Installation • Bobcat Work & More

SAW SHARPENING/SERVICE

Want Your Business Listed Here?

- $7/WEEK FOR 6 MONTHS -

School breakfast 
and  lunch menus

Retired teachers greeting
Despite the rainy morning August 16, Chester retired teachers continued their tradition of the 
fi rst day of school greeting. Shown from left are Debbie Caraway, Paula Platt, Norma Baughman, 
Donna Clendenin, Tim Lochhead, Carolyn Schwent, Nikki Aubuchon and Toni Hosick. The group 
met at 7 a.m. in front of Baughman’s home on Opdyke Street with lawn chairs, umbrellas, coffee 
cups and the orange welcome back sign. They greeted students, teachers, staff, bus drivers and 
parents as they made their way to Chester Grade School. A video of the event, created by Tim 
Lochhead, is available at youtu.be/fssrmF8YKDg.  

The Pathway Pre-
school of Beaucoup 
Baptist Church in 
Pinckneyville is open 
for registration for 
children 3-5.

The free program is 
designed to help chil-
dren become acquaint-
ed with the school en-
vironment before go-
ing to kindergarten.

Pathway sessions 
meet for 10 weeks 

Wednesday mornings 
from 8:50 to 11. 

The fall session be-
gins September 21 and 
ends November 16. The 
spring session will 
start in February.

To register, a child 
must be 3 by Septem-
ber 1 and be potty-
trained.

For more informa-
tion, call Donna Hicks 
at 618-318-0397.

Pathway Preschool 
registration open

EVANSVILLE
August 29-31

Breakfast   
MONDAY: Donuts. 
TUESDAY: Cheese 
omelet, toast, sausage.  
WEDNESDAY: Yogurt.  

 Lunch 
MONDAY: Cheese-
burger, cheesy pota-
toes, baked beans, 
fruit. 
TUESDAY: Buffalo 
chicken wraps, 
broccoli, fruit. 
WEDNESDAY: Sloppy 
joe, green beans, fruit. 

TRICO
Aug. 29-Sept. 2

Breakfast
MONDAY: French 
toast. 
TUESDAY: Cinnamon 
roll.
WEDNESDAY: Scram-
bled eggs.
THURSDAY: Muffi n, 
yogurt.
FRIDAY: Biscuits, 
gravy, sausage.

 Lunch
MONDAY: Chicken 
patty, chips, veggies 
w/dip.
TUESDAY: Beef 
nachos, buttered corn.
WEDNESDAY: Toasted 
ravioli, string cheese, 
garden salad.
THURSDAY: Chicken 
bites, fries, green 
beans.
FRIDAY: Bosco sticks, 
salad. 

 
ST. MARK’S

Aug. 29-Sept. 2
MONDAY: Toasted 
ravioli, Caeser salad, 
oranges. 
TUESDAY: Scrambled 
eggs/cheese/sausage, 
tater tots, pineapple.
WEDNESDAY: Ham-
burger, baked beans, 
apples.
THURSDAY: Red lentil 
soup, green beans, 
apples.
FRIDAY: Dismiss at 
11:15.

Sparta FFA was re-
cently awarded the 
Yearlong Living To 
Serve grant from the 
National FFA organi-
zation in the amount 
of $1,050.

The club plans to 
use the funds to ad-
dress hunger and food 
sources by establish-
ing raised garden beds 
for a farm-to-school 
program.

These vegetables 
will be used to serve 
students  at school and 
provide seed stock for 
spring sales.

Agriculture classes 
will start growing the 
seeds in class and se-

lect which plants to 
use in the raised beds. 
Other plants can go 
home with students to 
care for.

Ag students will also 
learn about regula-
tions associated with 
supplying food to sell-
ers, besides those at 
farmers markets, as 
well as about compost-
ing and putting nutri-
ents back into the soil 
for successful crops.

This grant has pro-
vided FFA chapters in 
33 states with approxi-
mately $260,000. 

This year’s grants 
are sponsored by Trac-
tor Supply and Cargill.

Sparta FFA given 
grant for gardens

$5995 A Value Of $99.95
--Promo Runs Now Til August 31, 2022--

Oil & Filter Service (Up To 5qts.)
Inspection Of Brake Linings & Front End

Tire Rotation • Inspection Of Charging System
Inspection of Battery, Starter, Belts & Cables

24 Point Reliability Inspection
Vehicle Consultation

1014 West Broadway • Steeleville
618-965-9609 

www.MevertAuto.com

TIRE
REBATES

Up To $70

STEELEVILLE SCHOOL BOARD

Several personnel items approved
By Travis Lott

The Steeleville school 
board met August 15 
to approve a long list 
of items, almost exclu-
sively pertaining to 
personnel.

Junior high social 
studies teacher Cheryl 
Kuhlman resigned, 
and she was replaced 
with Jennifer Arm-
strong.

Rayme Feldmann, 
who was hired as a 
high school classroom 

aide, will take over as 
FBLA sponsor follow-
ing the resignation of 
Michelle Mohr.

Myra Siemers and 
Katie Cole were hired 
as individual aides at 
the grade school, Amy 
Asher and Caylyn Row-
land as general aides 
at the grade school and 
Tracy Wingerter as 
the reading room aide. 
Cole was also named 
latchkey director, and 
the latchkey assistant 

will be Bonnie Bardo.
Rachel Alexander 

was hired as a part-
time cook at the high 
school, and Emiko 
Qualls will be a part-
time cook at the grade 
school. Qualls was also 
approved to serve as a 
bus driver, along with 
Sharon Hepp and Glen 
Armstrong.

Jon Barbour and 
Dusty Sutton will be 
volunteer junior high 
baseball coaches.

Sarah Brennfl eck, 
Rich Bauer and Clint 
Cowan are volun-
teer junior high cross 
country coaches.

Evelyn Sweeny was 
employed as the speech 
language pathologist 
and Barry Guebert 
was hired as the fresh-
man boys basketball 
coach.

In another mat-
ter, Sheffel Boyle of 
Belleville will be the 
school’s auditor.
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The Cancer Care & Infusion Clinic  at Pinckneyville Community 
Hospital is an outpatient clinic that provides comprehensive medical 
care to people with cancer and blood disorders.  

Non-cancer related outpatient infusion services are also offered in 
the Cancer Care & Infusion Clinic.  

By Travis Lott
For the fi rst time ever, 

about 250 motorcycles 
rolled through Chester 
as part of the National 
American Legion Rid-
ers Legacy Run.

The bikers passed 
through the area on 

their way to the Au-
gust 25 American 
Legion National Con-
vention in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.

The riders left Mo-
bile, Alabama August 
21 and stopped August 
23 at the Vietnam me-

morial wall in Per-
ryville, Missouri for a 
ceremony.

Following that cer-
emony, the group 
traveled over the Ches-
ter Bridge.

The Chester Police De-
partment escorted the 

bikers through Chester.
The motorcycles 

headed up State 
Route 150, turning at 
the Steeleville tee to-
ward Sparta, bound 
for Litchfi eld, Illi-
nois, where they were 
scheduled to stop for 

the night.
As they traveled, the 

Riders raised money 
for the American Le-
gion Legacy Schol-
arship Fund, which 
awards college schol-
arships to children 
of military personnel 

killed on active duty 
on or after September 
11, 2001 or children of 
post-9/11 veterans with 
a combined disability 
rating of 50 percent 
or more. Since 2006, 
the Riders have raised 
more than $15 million.

Legion Riders roll through Chester
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Dewayne Erwin of Wayne City and Dean Hutcheson of Raleigh attach 
the band to run the baker’s fan with Erwin’s 1926 Keck & Gonnerman 
22HP steam engine. A group of featured tractors lined up at the show

A group of attendees test a 1923 Case 65HP owned by the Bill Jansen 
family of Dieterich, Illinois. The machine was operated by Dustin 
Jansen of Dieterich.

A thresherman show attendee rides a classic John Deere tractor 
through the festival grounds Friday.

63rd Annual Steam, Gas and Threshing Show
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A Bellevi l le  man 
took top honors, fol-
lowed closely by a 
Chester/Steeleville 
team in the Garry Der-
ringer Memorial Bass 
Tournament that took 
place August 14 on the 
Kaskaskia River at 
Evansville.

The  winner  was 

Joan Derringer is shown with the second-place team of John Hood and Sean Starkweather.

Derringer bass tournament held
Brad Curtis with a 
weight of 5.64 pounds. 

The team of John 
Hood of Steeleville 
and Sean Starkweath-
er of Chester placed 
second at 4.8 pounds. 

In third, with 4.59 
pounds, was the team 
of Darren Sclemidt 
and Sam Sclemidt of 

Evansville.
Fourth place went 

to the team of Greg 
Schilling and Cory 
Mayo of Sparta at 3.75 
pounds, and in fifth 
was the team of Matt 
King and Jason Keim 
of New Athens at 3.59 
pounds.

Schilling took big-

gest bass honors at 
3.75 pounds.

There were 26 en-
tries.

T h e  t o u r n a m e nt , 
which is sponsored 
by the Steeleville Bass 
Club,  ra ised  $850, 
which was donated to 
the Mascoutah High 
School fishing team.

Labor Day Tournament at New Athens
The Marissa-Coulterville, Steeleville, Red Bud 

and Trico prep volleyball teams will play Friday 
and Saturday, August 26 and 27 at the Labor Day 
Volleyball Tournament hosted by New Athens.

The tournament will include 10 teams begin-
ning in two pools of five to determine the final 
matchups. The New Athens high school and 
junior high gyms will be used.

Matches will begin at 4 p.m. August 26 and 9 
a.m. August 27.

Last season, East St. Louis took home the tour-
nament title over Wesclin. Chester picked up 
third place and Trico fourth.

Pool Assignments
Pool A: New Athens, Lebanon, Wesclin, 
 Okawville, Gibault
Pool B: Marissa-Coulterville, Steeleville, Trico, 
 Red Bud, O’Fallon First Baptist

Tournament Schedule
August 26

Pool A - HS Gym
New Athens vs. Wesclin
Lebanon vs. Wesclin
Okawville vs. Gibault
New Athens vs. Gibault
Okawville vs. Lebanon

Pool B - JH Gym
Marissa-Coulterville vs. Red Bud
Steeleville vs. Red Bud
O’Fallon First Baptist vs. Trico
Marissa-Coulterville vs. Trico
O’Fallon First Baptist vs. Steeleville

August 27
High School Gym

Pool A
Wesclin vs. Okawville
Okawville vs. New Athens
New Athens vs. Lebanon
Wesclin vs. Gibault
Lebanon vs. Gibault

Final Matchups
Fifth place - Pool A 3rd vs. Pool B 3rd
Championship - Pool A 1st vs. Pool B 1st

Junior High Gym
Pool B

Red Bud vs. O’Fallon First Baptist
O’Fallon First Baptist vs. Marissa-Coulterville
Marissa-Coulterville vs. Steeleville
Red Bud vs. Trico
Steeleville vs. Trico

Final Matchups
Seventh place - Pool A 4th vs. Pool B 4th
Third place - Pool A 2nd vs. Pool B 2nd

SIRR Preview at Herrin
The prep volleyball Southern Illinois River to 

River Preview Tournament will be Saturday, 
August 27 at Herrin. 

The games will be played in three gymnasi-
ums.

Competition will begin in pool play before being 
broken into three divisions to determine places.

Last season, Nashville earned the tournament 
title, with Carterville gaining second place and 
Pinckneyville third. Du Quoin finished fifth.

Pool Assignments
Pool A: Pinckneyville, Du Quoin, Murphysboro, 
 Harrisburg
Pool B: Herrin, West Frankfort, Nashville, Anna-
 Jonesboro
Pool C: Massac County, Benton, Carterville

Tournament Schedule
Pool A - Memorial Gym

Pinckneyville vs. Harrisburg
Du Quoin vs. Murphysboro
Pinckneyville vs. Murphysboro
Du Quoin vs. Harrisburg
Murphysboro vs. Harrisburg
Pinckneyville vs. Du Quoin

Pool B - Gym A
Herrin vs. Anna-Jonesboro
West Frankfort vs. Nashville
Herrin vs. Nashville
West Frankfort vs. Anna-Jonesboro
Nashville vs. Anna-Jonesboro
Herrin vs. West Frankfort

Pool C - Gym B
Massac County vs. Carterville
Benton vs. Carterville
Massac County vs. Benton

Gold Division - Memorial Gym
Pool A 1st vs. Pool B 1st
Pool B 1st vs. Pool C 1st
Pool A 1st vs. Pool C 1st

Silver Division - Gym A
Pool A 2nd vs. Pool B 2nd
Pool B 2nd vs. Pool C 2nd
Pool A 2nd vs. Pool C 2nd

Bronze Division - Gym B
Pool A 3rd vs. Pool B 3rd
Pool B 3rd vs. Pool C 3rd
Pool A 3rd vs. Pool C 3rd

Prep volleyball 
tournaments

Continued on Page 11

Just scrimmaging
The Sparta High School volleyball held a scrimmage August 19 as part of the athletic department’s 
blue-white event. Above, freshman Sophia Jewell bumps the ball over the net for the Lady 
Bulldogs. Below, Libby Renner prepares to smack the ball as Sparta coach Abbey Miles, far left, 
follows the ball.

PREP VOLLEYBALL ROUNDUP

AUGUST 23
Gibault 25-25
Red Bud 14-15

A b by  G r o h m a n n 
blasted eight kills for 
Gibault, and the Lady 
Hawks toppled Red 
Bud in nonconference 
action.

Gibault
Kills: Abby Grohmann 8, 

Lucy Range 7, Avery Gilpin 
2, Claire Barbour 1, Kamille 

P’ville, Trico, Sparta, Chester win
Grohmann 1

Aces: Avery Gilpin 3, Lucy 
Range 3, Kate Kreps 1, Emma 
Schmidt 1

Blocks: Abby Grohmann 1
Assists: Lucy Range 8, Avery 

Gilpin 4, Emma Schmidt 2

Pinckneyville 25-25
Centralia 15-19

Chester defeats
Anna-Jonesboro

AUGUST 22
Trico 25-25

Cobden 15-12
Trico opened its sea-

son with a victory de-
spite Natalie Franklin 
of Cobden coming up 
with three digs, two 
blocks, one kill and 
one ace.

Cobden
Kills: Mackenzie Jackson 1, 

Natalie Franklin 1
Aces: Kaylee Hall 2, Tess 

Brummer 1, Natalie Franklin 
1, Rhylee Sauerbrunn 1

Blocks: Emma Kilpatrick 2, 
Natalie Franklin 2, Mackenzie 
Jackson 1

Digs: Natalie Franklin 3, 
Kaylee Hall 2, Wendy Olvera 1

Assists: Mackenzie Jackson 2

Sparta 25-25
Elverado 13-5

New Athens 
XC Invitational

The Steeleville High 
School boys cross coun-
try team opened its sea-
son August 22 by plac-
ing second at the New 
Athens Invitational.

The Warriors finished 
just three points be-
hind Columbia, which 
had the two fastest 
runners in the race.

Steeleville’s quickest 
three runners each 
placed inside the top 
15. Cayton Cratch was 
12th, Clayton Donagh-

er 13th and Camden 
Pierce 14th.

Chester, Marissa-
Coulterville, Red Bud 
and Sparta also had 
runners at the event.

Notably, in boys, Red 
Bud’s Luke Miller was 
25th and Marissa-
Coulterville’s Brock 
Portz 27th.

In girls, Red Bud’s 
Anna Wolter was 14th 
and Marissa-Coulter-
ville’s Paige Daenzer 
25th.
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FORKLIFT 
DRIVERS 

NEEDED

Nascote Industries has 
immediate openings for 

experienced forklift drivers. 
See full job description and 

qualifications at:
jobs.magna.com/job/Nashville-Forklift-Operator-IL/537669517/

Apply at the link above or 
email HR.Nascote@Magna.com 

for more information.

May consist of working the production line as well 
(Labor Pool). BCBS Insurance, Vision, Dental, 401k 

with matching, vacation, paid holidays & more! 

Lady Mule Kickoff at Fairfield
The Chester High School volleyball team will 

compete Saturday, August 27 at the Lady Mule 
Kickoff Tournament at Fairfield.

Competition begins at 8:30 a.m. and features 16 
teams. The teams will begin in pool play before 
entering bracket play to determine places.

Two courts will be used at Fairfield High School 
and two courts at Center Street Middle School.

Pool Assignments
Pool A: Chester, Fairfield, Mt. Vernon, 
 Lawrenceville
Pool B: Wayne City, North Posey, Robinson, 
 Gallatin County
Pool C: NCOE, Mt. Carmel, Christopher, 
 Teutopolis
Pool D: North Clay, Cisne, Newton, Carbondale

Tournament Schedule
Pool A - Center Street

Fairfield vs. Mt. Vernon
Fairfield vs. Lawrenceville
Lawrenceville vs. Chester
Mt. Vernon vs. Chester
Mt. Vernon vs. Lawrenceville
Fairfield vs. Chester

Pool B - Center Street
Wayne City vs. North Posey
Wayne City vs. Gallatin County
Gallatin County vs. Robinson
North Posey vs. Robinson
North Posey vs. Gallatin County
Wayne City vs. Robinson

Pool C - Fairfield
NCOE vs. Mt. Carmel
NCOE vs. Christopher
Christopher vs. Teutopolis
Mt. Carmel vs. Teutopolis
Mt. Carmel vs. Christopher
NCOE vs. Teutopolis

Pool D - Fairfield
North Clay vs. Cisne
North Clay vs. Newton
Newton vs. Carbondale
Cisne vs. Carbondale
Cisne vs. Newton
North Clay vs. Carbondale

Bracket A
Game 1 - 1:30 - Pool A 1st vs. Pool B 1st
Game 2 - 2:30 - Pool C 1st vs. Pool D 1st
3rd Place - 3:30 - Loser Game 1 vs. Loser Game 2
1st Place - 4:30 - Winner Game 1 vs. Winner Game 2

Bracket B
Game 1 - 1:30 - Pool A 2nd vs. Pool B 2nd
Game 2 - 2:30 - Pool C 2nd vs. Pool D 2nd
7h Place - 3:30 - Loser Game 1 vs. Loser Game 2
5th Place - 4:30 - Winner Game 1 vs. Winner Game 2

Bracket C
Game 1 - 1:30 - Pool A 3rd vs. Pool B 3rd
Game 2 - 2:30 - Pool C 3rd vs. Pool B 3rd
11th Place - 3:30 - Loser Game 1 vs. Loser Game 2
9th Place - 4:30 - Winner Game 1 vs. Winner Game 2

Bracket D
Game 1 - 1:30 - Pool A 4th vs. Pool B 4th
Game 2 - 2:30 - Pool C 4th vs. Pool D 4th
15th Place - 3:30 - Loser Game 1 vs. Loser Game 2
13th Place - 4:30 - Winner Game 1 vs. Winner Game 2

Prep volleyball...From Page 10

Early hits
The Red Bud High 
School football team 
held its preseason 
scrimmage August 
19, and the defense 
wa s  o n  d i s p l ay. 
Above, Musketeer 
defensive end Jarrell 
Nesbitt chases after 
quarterback Ayden 
Shemwell. Shemwell 
was unable to avoid 
a sack by Nesbitt. 
At right, linebacker 
Devin Hall wraps 
up running back 
Nick Gantner for an 
impressive tackle 
in which Hall lifted 
Gantner completely 
off of the ground 
before finishing the 
take down. Red Bud 
begins its regular 
season at home Friday, 
August 26 against 
Pinckneyville.

BASEBALL
AUGUST 23

Pinckneyville 10
Chester Elem. 0

Alex Blechle and 
Bentley Valleroy each 
had a hit for Chester, 
but the Yellow Jackets 
lost to Pinckneyville.

AUGUST 22
Trico 6

Chester Grade 
School 5

Trico scored two 
runs late in the game 
to earn a big win over 
Chester.

Logan Robinson had 
two RBIs for Trico. Col-
ton Cottom, Maddax 
Rees, Mason Meade 
and Jaden Clover each 
batted in one.

TaShawn Palacio 
had three RBIs for 
Chester. Reed Fricke 
earned one RBI.

Chester trailed 4-

AUGUST 20
Red Bud Elem. 12
Chester Elem. 2

AUGUST 19
Sparta Lincoln 12
Chester Elem. 3

Cash Weinhoffer had 
two hits and a walk, 
and Sparta Lincoln de-
feated Chester Grade 
School.

O n  t h e  m o u n d , 
Kayden “Bob” Lively 
struck out nine batters 
and allowed no earned 
runs in 4⅓ innings of 
work.

Red Bud Elem. 3
New Athens 2

AUGUST 17
Red Bud Elem. 2

New Athens 1

Du Quoin 11
Chester  Elem. 1

Junior high baseball, softball results

SOFTBALL
AUGUST 23

Sparta Lincoln 12
Trico 2

Sparta broke open a 
3-2 game in the bottom 
of the sixth inning to 
come away with a 10-
run victory over Trico.

Hailey Heller was 
Sparta’s winning pitch-
er. She allowed just five 
hits, striking out six 
batters, walking two 
and hitting one.

Kaylynn French dou-
bled, batted in two runs 
and scored two runs for 
Sparta.

AUGUST 22
Red Bud Catholic 14

Valmeyer 0
Julia Ohlau pitched 

a no-hitter for the Red 
Bud Catholic/St. Mary’s 
Chester softball team in 
a win over Valmeyer.

Ohlau struck out 10 
batters in the standout 

effort.

Sparta Lincoln 19
Murphysboro 5

Every batter in the 
Sparta Lincoln lineup 
contributed enroute 
to a victory over Mur-
physboro.

Hailey Heller earned 
the win on the mound. 
She struck out eight 
batters and gave up just 
five hits.

AUGUST 20
Red Bud Elem, 11
Chester Elem. 0

AUGUST 19
Sparta Lincoln 17

Chester 0
Hailey Heller had a 

big all-around game for 
Sparta, as Lincoln took 
down Chester in four 
innings.

In the pitcher’s circle, 
Heller gave up just one 
hit and struck out five 

batters. She walked 
two.

At the plate, Heller 
singled three times, 
earned a walk, collect-
ed five RBI and scored 
four runs.

Red Bud Elemen. 16
New Athens 2

AUGUST 18
Sparta Lincoln 10
Red Bud Elem. 0

Hailey Heller did a 
little bit of everything 
for Sparta in a shutout 
victory over Red Bud.

Heller had two hits, 
including a double, and 
scored three runs. In 
the pitcher’s circle, she 
earned the win while 
striking out five bat-
ters and giving up just 
two hits.

AUGUST 17
Red Bud Elem. 8

New Athens 7

BOYS
AUGUST 23

Steeleville 165
Valmeyer 255

At Acorns Golf Course, 
Waterloo

Medalist: Jack Knop/Logan 
Bartens 40, Steeleville

Steeleville: Jack Knop 40, 
Logan Bartens 40, Avery Ham-
ilton 41, Bradyn Wilson 44

AUGUST 22
Steeleville 155

Sparta 175
At Sparta Country Club

Medalist: Logan Bartens 34, 
Steeleville

Steeleville: Logan Bartens 
34, Avery Hamilton 35, Jack 
Knop 43, Tyler Ingles 43

Sparta: Mason Ethington 38, 
Jack Loesing 40, James Pillers 
43, Tyler Schulein

GIRLS
AUGUST 23
Trico 195

Chester 196

PREP GOLF ROUNDUP

Marissa-C’ville 251
At Chester Country Club

Medalist: Kayla Knott 41, 
Trico

Trico: Kayla Knott 41, Say-
lor Griffiths 45, Autumn 
Kennedy 48, Ellyce Blazier 61

Chester: Camryn Luthy 42, 
Aubrie Medford 44, Macy Bert 
46, Addy Gottschammer 64

M-C: Josie Stephens 49, Tay-
lor Demsar 65, Becca Root 67, 
Olivia Kratz 70

AUGUST 22
Trico 215

Chester 221
Steeleville NTS

At Pyramid Oaks, Percy

Medalist: Saylor Griffiths, 
Trico; Camryn Luthy, Ches-
ter; 48

Trico: Saylor Griffiths 48, 
Kayla Knott 52, Autumn Ken-
nedy 55, Ellyce Blazier 6-

Chester: Camryn Luthy 48, 
Aubrie Medford 52, Macy Bert 
52, Rylie Meyers 69

Steeleville: Miranda Rode-
wald 53, Shelby Barker 74

Steeleville boys, Trico 
girls win golf matches

Ohlau throws no-hitter for RBS 
softball; Lincoln wins a bunch
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EDGAR  RAHLFS
Edgar Rahlfs, 79, of 

Steeleville, died Friday, 
August 19, 2022 at St. 
Louis University Hos-
pital.

He was born April 27, 
1943 in Reily Lake to El-
mer and Verna Rehm-
er Rahlfs.  

 On April 30, 1966, 
he married Carol Steg-
mann at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church in Ches-
ter. She survives. 

Edgar worked at Captain Mine in Percy until it 
closed. He then worked at Gilster-Mary Lee in Mc-
Bride, Missouri and retired from there.  

He was a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Wine Hill and UMWA Local 1392 in Percy.  He 
was an avid SIUC basketball fan.

Edgar is also survived by daughters Jodie Meh-
rer of Chester, Kim (Brian) Mills of Valley Park, 
Missouri and Stacy (Jack) McCormick of Ellis 
Grove; grandchildren Wade and Emily Mehrer, 
Kara (Ethan) Starkey, Ethan Mills and Jared Mc-
Cormick; sister Darlene Vogel and niece Jackie 
Vogel-Hayes, both of Effingham.

Edgar was preceded in death by his parents, sis-
ter Carol Ann, niece Theresa and son-in-law Da-
vid Mehrer.

Visitation is from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, Au-
gust 28, 2022 at Wilson’s Funeral Home in Steele-
ville. Services will follow, with Rev. Timothy Sims 
officiating. Burial will be at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Cemetery in Wine Hill.

Memorials may be made to St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church Cemetery Fund and mailed to the funeral 
home at PO Box 217, Steeleville, IL 62288.

Sign the guest book at wilsonsfuneralhome.net.

OMER  LEE 
DUVALL

Omer Lee “Doddy” Du-
vall, 82, of Percy, died 
Friday, August 5, 2022.

He was born Febru-
ary 19, 1940 in Chester 
to Paul and Ann Parker 
Duvall.

He married Jo-Ann 
Nagel June 24, 1982. 
She survives.

Doddy worked sever-
al years in construction. 
In 1984, he and Jo-Ann 
moved to Sebring, Flor-
ida and started Duvall’s 
Lawn & Tree Service, which they operated for 20 
years before retiring and moving back to Illinois.

Doddy loved spending time with his family and 
friends and enjoyed a good card game. He and Jo-
Ann loved to hunt and fish; the proof is on their liv-
ing room walls. Some of their most enjoyable times 
were spent on their airboat on Lake Okeechobee.

He is also survived by children Alan (Stephanie) 
and Paul Duvall, Lori (John) Krull and Donna (Gary) 
McMillan; grandchildren Emily, Alexa and Alex Du-
vall, Lucas Krull, Jimmy Marlin and Madison Gaetz; 
great-grandchild Ezra Canady; sister Hazel (Gary) 
Malloy; brother-in-law Kent (Becky) Witherby; two 
stepchildren; three step-grandchildren; three step-
great-grandchildren and special buddys Mike Toda-
ro, Kenny Rees Bierman and Dale Davitz.

He was preceded in death by his parents and 
brother Paul.

There will be a private celebration of life at a lat-
er date.

Memorials may be made to Shriners Hospital for 
Children, Att: Processing Center, PO Box 947765, At-
lanta, GA 30394.

Wilson’s Funeral Home in Steeleville assisted the 
family with arrangements.

ANDREW  THOMAS  
CONTRATTO

Andrew “Andy” 
Thomas Contratto, 60, 
of New Athens, died 
Friday, August 19, 
2022 at Memorial Hos-
pital in Belleville. 

He was born March 
26, 1962 in Rushville, 
Illinois to Tazo and 
Dorothy Hardy Con-
tratto.

He married Theresa Nadler April 12, 1986 at 
St. Agatha Catholic Church in New Athens. She 
survives.

He worked for many years as a laborer for the 
Village of New Athens’ Public Works Depart-
ment.

Andy is also survived by son Brandon (Joce-
lyn Stark) Contratto; sisters  Mary (Brett) Huiras 
and Patricia (Steve) Davis; brother Lano “Lani” 
(Sandy) Nerini Jr.; sisters-in-law Barb Nadler, 
Mary (Dan) Neff, Bev (Soup) Nadler, Cathy (Ran-
dy) Kunkelmann and Carol Nadler and brothers-
in-law Mike and Greg Nadler, nieces and neph-
ews.

Preceding him in death were his parents, his 
beloved daughter Brandy Nichole Contratto, who 
died January 22, 2016, half-brother Griff Grisham 
and brothers-in-law Fred and Joe Nadler.

Mass of Christian Burial was at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day August 24, 2022, with Fr. Clyde Grogan offi-
ciating. Cremation will follow, and a private in-
terment will be held at a later date at St. Agatha 
Catholic Cemetery in New Athens.

Memorials may be made to the family.
Heil-Schuessler Funeral Home in New Athens 

assisted the family with arrangements.
Sign the guest book at heilschuessler.com.

LAURA  EMELYN  BRUSH
Laura Emelyn Brush, 94, of Jacob, died Friday, 

August 5, 2022 in South Florida.
She was born April 11, 1928 in St. Louis, one 

of six children of Emma Linn and Park Jarrett.  
She grew up in Jones Ridge in Jackson Coun-

ty, attended a one-room school and graduated 
from Gorham High School in 1946. 

Growing up in rural Illinois during the Great 
Depression, Laura learned to value people from 
all walks of life by imitating her community-
minded parents. Whether giving a meal to a hun-
gry traveler or providing medical care to neigh-
bors, the Jarretts modeled the “it takes a village” 
mindset that influenced and shaped Laura’s life.

On August 24, 1946, she married John Bennett 
Brush of Raddle. Together, they raised three 
children. Early in their married life, they lived 
in southern Illinois. Most of that time was in Car-
mi, where both John and Laura were very active 
in their community. Later, as John’s career with 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture progressed, 
they moved several times and finally ended up 
at the headquarters in Washington, DC. During 
this time and after John’s retirement, they lived 
in Bowie, Maryland for 25 years. 

During their retirement years, they moved to 
Deerfield Beach, Florida in 1992, enjoying in-
ternational cruises and embracing new friend-
ships with fellow passengers that would last 
for years.After John passed away in 2005, Lau-
ra moved to The Forum, an independent living 
center in Deerfield Beach. Her natural curiosi-
ty about different cultures, lifestyles and what 
makes someone tick made her an excellent lis-
tener. She made The Forum her home and ex-
tended her warm brand of hospitality to new-
comers. When Laura joined the Writers’ Club, 
she regaled friends and family with tales from 
her life. She wrote about her years as a school-
girl, a young wife and mother, a grandmother 
and a citizen of the world—simple, charming sto-
ries of one extraordinary woman. 

The term housewife did not quite define all 
that Laura brought to each new community. PTA 
chairperson, Sunday school teacher, shut-in vis-
itation volunteer and neighborhood organizer, 
Laura believed and lived out God’s command to 
love your neighbor. When one of John’s secre-
taries lost everything in a fire, John and Laura 
wasted no time and bought new clothes for the 
entire family. Like teammates who play to one 
another’s strengths, John and Laura brought a 
lot of good to many people. Laura was a member 
of Shepherd of the Coast Lutheran Church in Ft. 
Lauderdale.  

Laura is survived by daughter Anita Fleegal 
and sons Richard and John; sisters Edris Twen-
hafel and Mary Hiebert; seven grandchildren; 15 
great-grandchildren and one great-great-grand-
child.

Laura made an impact with her life, but even 
in her last months, she showed her friends and 
family how to leave this life. As the effects of CO-
VID continued to take a toll on her health, she 
was hospitalized five different times. Nurses, 
physicians, technicians and the housekeeping 
staff would regularly comment on her positive 
spirit and kindness. 

Her ashes will be buried at a later date at 
Glenn Cemetery in Jackson County, next to her 
husband and a son.

Wilson’s Funeral Home in Ava assisted the 
family with the arrangements. 

Sign the guest book at wilsonsfuneralhome.net.

DOROTHY  JOY  FEARING
Dorothy Joy Fearing, born sleeping into eter-

nal rest Monday, August 15, 2022, the daughter 
of Olin Ross and Emily Anne Prouty Fearing.

As stated in Psalm 139:16, “Your eyes saw my 
unformed substance; in your book were written, 
every one of them, the days that were formed for 
me, when as yet there was none of them.”

Dorothy Joy is survived by her loving parents 
and siblings Reyna, Barnabas, Lydia, Anna-
belle, Natalie and Lawrence Fearing.

Dorothy’s parents trust the Lord to uphold for 
little Dorothy; his mighty covenant promises to 
Abraham and those of Abraham’s faith in the 
coming Redeemer: “I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your descendants af-
ter you throughout their generations for an ev-
erlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
descendants after you” (Gen. 12:7). This hope, 
we are sure, belongs to all those of like precious 
faith, for the promise is for you and your chil-
dren, and for all who are far off, as many as the 
Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39).

Services were held at 10:30 a.m. at Sparta Re-
formed Presbyterian Church, with Rev. Terry 
Dowds officiating. Burial was at Hill Prairie 
Cemetery in Sparta.

Memorials may be made to Lighthouse Assem-
bly of God (memo: Embrace Grace) and mailed 
to 221 W. Stevenson Drive, Sparta, IL 62286 or 
dropped off at the church Tuesday-Friday from 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Heil-Schuessler & Sinn Funeral Home in Spar-
taassisted the family with arrangements.

Sign the guest book at heilschuessler.com.

STANLEY  
E. WHITE

Stanley E. White, 81, 
of Johnston City, died 
at his home Sunday, 
August 21, 2022. 

He was born Decem-
ber 8, 1940 in Reno, Illi-
nois to Victor and Nora 
Brewer White. 

He married Barbara 
Fred December 9, 1961 
in Springfield. She sur-
vives.

Stanley was a U.S. 
Army veteran. 

He was a retired butcher from the Butcher’s 
Block and Mad Pricer in Sparta, a member of Ap-
ostolic Pentecostal Church in Chester and Meat 
Cutter Union Local 700. 

Stanley is also survived by children Denise and 
Bill Shields of Sparta, Anthony (Tony) and Regi-
na White of San Diego, California, Daniel White 
of Johnston City and Jason White of Du Quoin; 
10 grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; two 
great- great-grandchildren and siblings Joyce, 
Melba, Denny, Doug, Mae and Pam.

Stanley was preceded in death by his parents, 
son Kent, two brothers and one sister.

Visitation is from 5 to 8 p.m. Sunday, August 28, 
2022 at Wilson’s Funeral Home in Steeleville and  
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Monday at Apostolic Pen-
tecostal Church in Chester. Services will follow, 
with Rev. Phillip Keeton officiating. Burial will be 
at Old Du Quoin Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Hospice of Southern 
Illinois and mailed to the funeral home at PO Box 
277, Ava, IL 62907. 

Sign the guest book at wilsonsfuneralhome.net.

BETTY  I. AUSTIN
Betty I. Austin, 86, of Ava, died Sunday, August 

14, 2022 at St. Joseph Memorial Hospital in Mur-
physboro.

She was born July 1, 1936 in Ava to Willard and 
Lydia Brunkhorst Cross. 

She married Gene R. Austin July 4, 1953 at 
Chester. He preceded her in death June 16, 1981. 

Betty was a member of St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church in Campbell Hill. She was a homemaker.

Betty is survived by children Terry Austin 
of Benton, Arkansas and Debbie (Larry) Shan-
non of Murphysboro, grandchildren Crystal and 
Doug and sister Barbara Phoenix of Ava.

She was also preceded in death by her parents, 
companion Thomas White, daughter Margaret, 
grandchild Kimberly and two brothers. 

Betty’s wish was for cremation with no servic-
es.

Wilson’s Funeral Home in Ava assisted the 
family with arrangements. 

Memorials may be made to Ava Evergreen 
Cemetery and can be mailed to Wilson’s Funeral 
Home, PO Box 277, Ava, IL 62907. 

Sign the guest book at wilsonsfuneralhome.net.
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It is kind of quiet 
around the house this 
week.  Alistair and 
Addy are at school. 
However, they usu-
ally have to come af-
ter school to tell me 
all about their day. 
Alistair is in grade 4, 
and therefore, he is 
not in just one class-
room all day.  He has to 
move to different class-
rooms and has several 
teachers. Addy Claire 
is in grade 1.  She loves 
her teacher Mrs. Hess. 
Abby is in grade 7 and 
is playing volleyball. 

Emily is now a fresh-
man at Gibault, which 
is a big change from 
a small school. She is 
also playing volley-
ball. Sophia is also in 
grade 7 but in a very 
small class. Danny is 
in grade 2 and is al-
ways smiling. 

When I heard what 
items were on their 

supply lists, I am hap-
py that my kids are all 
grown. There were the 
usual items like pen-
cils, spiral notebooks, 
folders and markers, 
but there were also 
earbuds, a wireless 
mouse, paper towels, 
calculator and even a 
laptop. Wow! 

Happy birthday to 
Ron Bleem, Jessica 
Valleroy, Steve Walter, 
Hunter Bauer, Jordan 
Pilout, Macey Heinen, 
Mariana Smith, Ron 
Heinen, Carolyn Voss, 
Shelby Asselmeier, Sue 
Morrison, Stephanie 
McFadden and Dale 
Schilling. 

Best wishes to Lake 
Fogerson and Natalie 
Kueker on their recent 
engagement. 

We extend our sym-
pathy to the families of 
Dolores Skidmore, Art 
Roscow, Gilbert Goe-
delman and Kathryn 
Chartrand. 

The Evansville Fire 
Department will host 
a jeep rally Septem-
ber 10. All vehicles are 
welcome.   

Sign up at the KC at 
10 a.m. The run begins 
at noon and ends at 

Just Sues at 6. The en-
try fee is $25 per side 
by side; all other ve-
hicles are $25. The fee 
includes a T-shirt.  

To preregister, call 
618-340-8009 and leave 
a message.   

In addition, there 
will be multiple raf-
fl es.  Music will be pro-
vided by Full Throttle 
from 7:30 to 11:30. 

Seven Springs Fish 
Farm will begin tak-
ing orders September 
23. Delivery dates are 
October 6-8. 

The Evansville Se-
nior Citizens met Au-
gust 10 at the Legion, 
with 22 members and 
guests attending. They 
enjoyed fried chick-
en and delicious sides 
that the members pro-
vided. President Kes-
sler led a short meet-
ing. The winner of 
the trivia on chocolate 
was awarded a prize of 
chocolate kisses.   

If you would like to 
join or just are will-
ing to help seniors en-
joy a day out, you are 
always welcome. Com-
munity service is good 
for the soul. 

The library is rear-

ranging the layout for 
a better fl ow, so please 
be patient while this is 
going on. 

The library is open 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from noon to 
5. The phone number 
is 618-853-4649.
September Calendar  

10, fi re department’s 
     jeep rally
12, village board
13, KC, dinner at 7, 
     meeting afterwards
14, senior citizens 
Evansville Enterprise  

August 20, 1943  
Pvt. Reynold Wick-

lein is somewhere in 
England. Pvt. Dew-
ey Wall is stationed 
at Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds in Maryland 
and is with a suicide or 
bomb disposal squad. 

Five schools in Ran-
dolph County would 
not be opened this 
year. They are Ruma, 
Hapke, Nelson, Hick-
ory Grove and Edge-
wood. There are 57 
more public schools in 
the county. 

Rev. Carl Meyer was 
operated on for appen-
dicitis at a hospital in 
Ulm, Nebraska.

The Coulterville 
Grade School girls 
next games are August 
29 against Red Bud 
Lutheran; September 
1 against Steeleville;  
September 7 against 
Red Bud Catholic; and 
September 8 against 
Pinckneyville 204. 
These are all home 
games, beginning at 
4:30.

Pastor Cody of Coul-
terville United Meth-
odist Church is going 
to have a workshop 
named Reaching New 
People, Saturday, Au-
gust 27 at 9 a.m. It will 
be held upstairs, and 
there will be a video.

There will be a com-
munitywide yard sale 
Saturday, September 
10. The Coulterville 
Historical Society and 
Museum will be open 
that day and have 
items to sell.

The Coulterville VFW 
will not have bingo for 
the next two weeks. 
New air conditioning is 
being installed. Bingo 
will resume Tuesday, 
September 6 at 7 p.m.

There are three Pre-
cious Pumpkin candi-
dates at Coulterville 
Banking Center. They 
are Paisley Cumber-
land, Sterling Lambert 
and Lynlee Kuttin. If 
you would like to con-
tribute to your favor-
ite, they are on display 
until 4 p.m. September 

16 at the bank. 
Coulterville Fall Fes-

tival updates: There 
will be a meeting 
Thursday, September 
1 at 7 p.m. at the vil-
lage park to make fi -
nal arrangements. 

Tabetha Knope is 
looking for cakes for 
the cake walk. You can 
leave her a message 
with your name and 
phone number at 618-
317-5555. Please bring 
your cake the morning 
of the festival, which 
is Saturday, September 
17, to the Coulterville 
Methodist Church. Use 
the door under the 
canopy; go straight 
down to the basement, 
and leave them on a ta-
ble. If you have a spe-
cial need, call Tabetha, 
and she will work with 
you. 

Free events at the 
festival are infl atables, 
kids face painting and 
a variety of games. 

There will be food 
trucks, vendors, a cake 
walk and escape room. 
The Class of 2025 will 
have a dunk tank and 
the Class of 2023 its 
popular egg smash.  

If you would like to 
participate in the pa-
rade, call Danny Size-
more at 618-318-7705. 
This year’s theme is No 
Place Like Home.

The citizen of the 
year will be an-
nounced at 11 a.m., 
Precious Pumpkin at 2 
and 50/50 drawing at 
3:30.

Daxton Cole stayed 
overnight with David 
and me Sunday. He 
started kindergarten 
Tuesday.

By Carol Mercer 
Several churches in 

Marissa have found 
different ways to wor-
ship. 

A few churches have 
held services in the 
village park, and some 
have had instrumen-
tal and vocal musical 
services. Others have 
included video seg-
ments. 

Ask the various pas-
tors or congregation 
members, and there 
will probably be a va-
riety of answers as 
to why the Marissa 
churches sometimes 
differ their worship 
services.

They could include: 
to share the joy of 
Christian fellowship; 
be more communal in 
worshipping; diversity 
in worship; help mem-
bers display their tal-
ents; show the minis-
ter as a regular per-
son; make church even 
more appealing; have 
fun while worship-
ping; and appeal to dif-
ferent members’ needs 
and interests. 

On August 21, mem-
bers of Friedens United 
Church of Christ wor-
shipped in a unique 
way, but one they have 
used successfully be-
fore, a brunch ser-
vice. Members were 
told that food would be 
provided, and sugges-
tions were made not to 
have indulged in a big 
breakfast.

At the regular Sun-
day morning worship 

time, breakfast was 
served, and while en-
joying their food down-
stairs in the fellowship 
hall, Rev. Brett Palmer 
delivered his sermon.   

During this Sunday’s 
repast, the Funds and 
Fellowship Commit-
tee, led by Susan Oy-
ler, prepared pancakes 
to order, sausage, fruit 
salad, milk, orange 
juice and coffee. There 
were three countertop 
grills being used by 
spatula-wielding grill-
ers making pancakes 
of various sizes, some 
with sausage crum-
bles or chocolate chips. 

Since pancakes are 
best eaten warm, peo-
ple were encouraged 
to start eating as soon 
as they were seated 
at the tables set in a 
large rectangle shape 
so all could view their 
neighbors. Everyone 
enjoyed the food, wor-
ship service and fel-
lowship. 

When the congrega-
tion was asked to re-
spond by Pastor Brett, 
the response was read-
ily and more sociably 
given than usual. Peo-
ple left the fellowship 
hall with smiles and 
kind words to each 
other. 

The women’s fellow-
ship group, the Evan-
gelical Daughters, pre-
pared a meal several 
months ago.

Will Friedens try 
something similar 
again? You bet, maybe 
next quarter.

Friedens UCC holds 
special church service

Aug. 29-Sept. 2
Activities

MONDAY: Bingo at 10.
TUESDAY:  Augus t 
birthdays.
FRIDAY: Bingo at 10. 

Menu
MONDAY: Rotini lasa-
gna, iceberg salad, gar-
lic bread, applesauce.
TUESDAY: Chicken spa-
ghetti, spinach salad, 
garlic bread, mandarin 
oranges, yellow cake/
chocolate icing.
WEDNESDAY: Casey’s 
pizza, Carolina beans, 
mixed fruit, Rice Krisp-

ie square.
THURSDAY: Chicken 
stir fry, rice, black-eyed 
pea salad, peaches, 
cherry dump cake.
FRIDAY: Chili, grilled 
cheese, layered salad, 
cottage cheese, pine-
apple.

Hours: Monday-Friday 
8:30-4.

Prices: Home deliv-
ered and carry-out 
$4.75. Eat-in $4.50 

To order curbside 
meals, call 618-965-3134 
extension 5 by 9:30 a.m. 
the day before.

Mathis
Shyler and Rebec-

ca Mathis of Campbell 
Hill are the parents of 
a daughter.

Karley Kristina 
Mathis was born at 3:18 
p.m. Thursday, July 21, 
2022 at Memorial Hos-
pital in Carbondale. 
She weighed 7 pounds 
4 ounces and was 20.25 
inches long.

Maternal grandpar-
ents are Larry Rathert 
of Campbell Hill and 
the late Karla Rathert.

Paternal grand-
parents are Doug 
and Christi Mathis of 
Pinckneyville.

Karley joins big 
brother Lucas Mathis.

August 29-31
 Menu.

MONDAY:  Chicken 
salad, cheese salad, 
lettuce salad, tapioca 
pudding.
TUESDAY: BBQ pork 
steak, baked potato, 
baked beans, chocolate 
pie.
WEDNESDAY: Lasagna 
roll-up, cauliflower, 
mixed vegetables, fruit 
crisp.

Hours: Monday-Thurs-
day 8-3, Friday 8-2. 

Prices: Curbside & 
carry-outs $5, home-
delivered $5.25, all oth-
ers $6.50.

Call 618-443-4020 by 
11 a.m. to order a meal. 

Curb service: 11:30 to 
noon. Drive under the 
awning. 

Clothing store: 9 to 3.

August 29-31
Activities

MONDAY:  Puzzles , 
cards, games.
TUESDAY: Wii bowling 
at 10 and after lunch. 
WEDNESDAY: Prize 
bingo at 10. Nickel bin-
go after lunch.

Menu
MONDAY: Country fried 
steak, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, biscuits, corn, 
fruit.

TUESDAY: BBQ pork 
steak, baked sweet po-
tato, baked beans, wa-
termelon, cantaloupe.
WEDNESDAY: Roast 
beef, gravy, whipped 
potatoes, green beans, 
peach dump cake.

Prices at center $4, 
home-delivered $4.25.

Lunch is served at 
11:30. 

Call 618-826-5108 by 9 
a.m. to make a reserva-
tion.

Kristen Lauren 
Woods to Kolan Robert 
Schoenbeck, both of 
Red Bud

Sierra Dawn Behit-
er, Baldwin to Joshua 

Edward Lolan, Ches-
ter

Ericca Dawn Absh-
er to Richard Scott La-
mar McLean, both of 
Chester

Marilynne K. Henry, 
petitioner; Gregory N. 
Henry. Dissolution of 
marriage was granted 
August 11, 2022.

Daniel A. Franklin, 
petitioner; Shaya D. 
Shaw. Dissolution of 
marriage was granted 
August 12, 2022.
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   GUEBERT, SCHALLER, 
RAPP, HEINLE

ELDA  GUEBERT  TRUST  (RED BUD, IL)
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES: Parlor Table, John 
Deere Mod 520 Pedal Tractor, MCM Dining Room 
Table/4 Chairs/2 Captain Chairs, Pr. MCM Chairs, Large 
Rocker, Wine Press, 2 Iron Wagon Wheels, Wagon Seat 
Bench, Pony Walking Plow, Push Cultivator, Red Utility 
Cart, Prairie du Rocher Milk Bottles, Candy Bros, Old 
Christmas Decorations, King’s Crown, Pitcher And Glass 
Sets, Stemware, GMO RR Pitcher/6 Mugs, SN3 Scale 
RR, Farm Books And Magazines, Set of 6 Car Glasses, 
Pressed Glass, Wine Bottle In Crate, Basket, High Chair, 
Chip And Dip Set, Gr. Dep. Mixing Bowl, Tidbit Tray, Footed 
Ballerina Bowl, Pink Dep. Glassware, Hull Vase, Crock 
Bowl, Meakin Compote And Plates, Child’s China Tea 
Set, Tin Doll House And Furniture, Wood Coaster Wagon, 
Hats And Purses, Chenille Bedspread, Salger Bros. Hand 
Fans, Old Cards, Pop-Up Valentines, Insulators.
HOUSEHOLD: Whirlpool Side By Side Refrigerator, 
1958  Lane 4-Pc. Bedroom Set, Patio Table And Chair, 
Bow Back Chair, Recliner, Pr. Swivel Rockers, Pr. End 
Tables/Coffee Table, Pr. Lamps, Currio Cabinet, Rocker, 
Iron Bed, Dynex Flat Screen TV, Etched Mirror, Wall 
Decor, Easel, Knick-Knacks, Child’s Table, Gold-Plated 
Flatware, El. Kitchen Appliances, Plastic Ware, Fabric, 
Sewing Supplies, Batting, Pattern Books, Table Linens, 
Christmas Decor, Christmas Yard Ornaments, Folding 
Chairs, Rainbow Vac, Firepit, Dog Crate, Sand Blaster, 
Stihl 024AV Chainsaw (Needs Work), El. Filing Machine, 
Mr. Heater, Garden Tools, Galvanized Buckets.

SCHALLER  ITEMS  (BALDWIN, IL)
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Log Tongs, Cross-Cut 
Saws, Washboards, Buck Saw, Horse-Drawn Collar 
Mirror, Jack Daniel’s Clock, Pot Belly Wood Stove, RR 
Lantern, Trapping Bag, Corn Mill, Corn Sheller, Ammo 
Boxes, Snowshoes, Al. Beer Keg, Nail Keg, Canes And 
Walking Sticks, Old Outboard Motor, Antlers, Greisedieck 
Bros. 6 Pack Of Beer Cans, #22 Enterprise Grind.
TOOLS AND MISC: Singer 16-188 Upholstery Sewing 
Machine, 3 Sm. Sandblasters, Miller Thunderbolt XL Stick 
Welder, Hobart Stickmatic Stick Welder, Craftsman Tool 
Chest, Waterloo Tool Chest, 2500 Lb. 12V El. Winch, 
Hand-Crank Wench, Sm. Band Saw, King Ment Bandsaw 
(Needs Work), Stihl F538 Weed Eater, Ropes, Meat Saws, 
Gas Cans, Wrenches Incl. Craftsman, Socket Set, High 
Lift Jack, Jack Stand, Toolboxes, Long-Handled Tools, 
Hand Tools, Knives And Saws, Concrete Tools, Sander, 
Tree Pruners, Roll-A-Round Benches, Torch Heads, Air 
Hose And Reel, 8-Gal. Shop Vac, Window AC, Clay Bird 
Thrower, Carry-All w/Receiver Hitch, Wooden Ladder, 
Old Golf Clubs, Old Fenders.

RAPP  ITEMS  (WATERLOO, IL)
John Deere D130 Riding Mower, Hyd. 152 Hrs.; Pond Prowler 
Z By Bass Pro, Wayne 22 Hp Water Pump, Craftsman Table 
Saw, Craftsman Radial Arm Saw, Pull Fertilizer Spreader, 
Honeywell Air Purifier, Werner Stepladder, Werner Ext. 
Ladder, Patio Chair, Pole Saw, Plant Holders, Log Chain, 
Nails, Cabela’s Commercial Grade Mod. 20-161 Vacuum 
Sealer, Food Saver Vacuum Sealer.
GUNS: Smith And Wesson 22 Cal. Auto, SW22 Victory 
Pistol (Never Fired); Ruger 40 Cal. S&W Auto, SR40C, 
345-23890; S&W Pitbull 40 Revolver, S&W Charter Arms; 
Savage 24V 222/20 Ga. Over & Under; Mossberg 500C 
20 Ga., 24” Rifled Bore Pump, Scope Mount, (Shot 5 
Times); Mossberg International 715T, 22 Cal. Semi Auto 
Rifle (Shot 15 Times); 10 Box 40 Cal. Bullets, 7 Boxes 
.223, 9 Boxes 12 Ga. 9 Shot Shells, NWTF Camo Bags

HEINLE  ITEMS  (WATERLOO, IL)
Snap On Tools Incl. Sockets, Wrenches, Air Wrench 
Screwdrivers (All Are Like New-See Photos); Remington 
Mod 592M Bolt Action Rifle, 5mm Magnum w/Tasco Scope, 
S/N 1051066; Ithaca Mod. 37 16 Ga. Pump Shotgun, 
Poly Choke; Remington Mod. 521T .22 Cal. Bolt Action 
Rifle w/Clip & Lyman Site; 760 Crossman Pump Master 
Air Rifle, BB Or Pellet; And Lots More. 
2 RANDOLPH COUNTY ATLASES (1901 & 1919), JOHN 
DEERE L130 HYD. RIDING MOWER
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Everything is very clean. Will be 
running 3 rings. Guns and ammo to sell at noon. Hope 
to see you there, Col. Dale and crew.

Sunday, August 28 • 9:30am
Hecker Community Park • Hecker, IL

Terms: Cash or Good Personal Check w/Proper ID (No Cards). 
Mobile Homemade Breakfast and Lunch Stand

Check Out Color Photos At www.auctionzip.com, Auctioneer #15510

OWNERS: ELDA GUEBERT ESTATE, Red Bud, IL 
WILLIAM & JESSI SCHALLER, Baldwin, iL
CHARLIE & NANCY HEINLE, Waterloo, IL

JIM & DEBBIE RAPP, Waterloo, IL

 Red Bud  • (618) 282-3931 

Website:
www.burmesterauction.com Burmester

Auction Service
Auctioneers: Col. Dale A. Burmester Lic. #440000613

Col. Kent Miller Lic. #441000575

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2022
Auction Begins at 9AM • 2-Rings

Lehde Auction Facility 
289 S. Illinois St., Addieville, IL 62214

MULTIPLE  ESTATES  & 
PERSONAL PROPERTY LIVE

AUCTION

Jim Lehde, Auctioneer
Illinois Lic. #441.001704

Lehde Auction Service
Addieville, Illinois
(618) 559-5082

www.auctionzip.com, Go To Lehde (ID#23692)
or www.lehdeauctionservice.com

Auction 
Conducted By

John Deere Ztrak Zero turn lawn mower 
42-in. cut under 50 hours (nice)

Simplicity 700 riding lawn mower (not running)
John Deere grass catcher

One section spring tooth harrow
One bottom plow for lawn mower

Collectibles & Toys
Dietz barn lanterns, Various yardsticks (IH Red Bud Equip-
ment), Old Daisy BB gun, #12 Ball jar, Mexico MO quart milk 
bottle, Sparta Dairy quart milk bottle, Cottfried Kipp quart milk 
bottle, Sparta Dairy quart milk bottle, Chester City Dairy quart 
milk bottle, Sparta Bottling Works soda bottle, Breese soda 
bottle, Okawville soda bottle, Belleville soda bottle, Schlesing 
New Athens soda bottle, Farmall Super M tractor w/mounted 
2-row picker in box, McCormick 55W hay baler in box, McCor-
mick 1-row corn picker, Farmall 400 in box, Farmall 350 in box, 
John Deere Model A gold tractor in box, Kubota L2850 tractor, 
Ford Jubilee tractor in box, McCormick Flare box wagon in 
box, Precision John Deere hay wagon in box, John Deere & 
Case semi-truck & trailer in box, Various die-cast model mus-
cle cars, #2 crocks, Various other crocks, Cast iron kettle

Furniture
Lift chair, Wooden rocking chair, Small refrigerator, File cabi-
nets, Entertainment centers, Retro stool, Lead glass hang-
ing lamp, Fisher stereo system, Porcelain top cabinet, Occa-
sional chairs, Maytag electric stove, End tables, Insignia flat 
screen TV, Chest of drawers w/mirror, Couches, Large bow-
front cabinet (has broken side glass), Small tables, Heavy 
high back wooden chairs, Frigidaire upright freezer, RCA side 
by side refrigerator, Metal cabinets, Wooden chairs, Wooden 
stool, Lawn chairs, Patio sets, Lawyer bookcase cabinet

Antiques & Household Items
Maytag ringer washer, Metal outdoor chairs, Reel mower, 
Dishes, Trading cards, Records, Elf collection, Tupperware, 
Pitcher & bowl, Kitchen scale, Oil lamp, Graniteware, Glass-
ware items, Towels & linens, Kitchen utensils, Fire King, Milk 
glass, Stainless steel bowl set, Pyrex dishes, Old Christmas 
items, Corelle dishes, Many more items not listed—over 10 
wagons to be sold

Auctioneers Note: This is only a small listing of items 
that will be auctioned off August 27. We will have over 
10 wagonloads of clean quality items to be sold.

KEN & DAVE

2 RING PERSONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION

SATURDAY, AUG. 27, 2022 • 9:00am
8920 Wright Rd. ~ Walsh, IL 62297

TRAILERS, HORSE CART, BUGGY, TACK: 2021 Torque Camper/
Toy Hauler w/Gooseneck Hitch, 2 Slide-Outs, Awning, Fully Loaded, 
Very Nice Used 6 Times, VIN# 5SFCG4325ME453923, (Owners Re-
serve The Right Of The Last Bid), 1998 Titan Challenger 16-Ft. 3-Horse 
Gooseneck Trailer With Tack Room, Vin# 4TGG16203W1010490, 
2003 Rafter D 7x14-Ft. Enclosed Trailer w/2 Ramps, Vin# 
4XGUS16253C000500, Very Nice 2-Wheel Horse Cart By Bakers Cart 
Shop Mt. Hope Ohio, Nice Tandem Seat Buggy With Canopy, 12 Sec-
tion Corral, 10 x 10-Foot Stall With Sliding Gate, 12-Foot Pipe Gates, 
Horse Blankets, Lead Rope, Feed Scoops, Girth Straps, Reins, Brushes, 
Stirrups, Headstall, Halters, Spur Straps, Horse Collars, 2 Sets Of Har-
ness With Hames, 1 Set Of Harness With Breast Collar, Square Grass 
Hay Bales, Round Water Tank, Pony Saddle, 2 American 16-In. Saddles, 
Circle Y 15-In. Saddle, Cooler Saddlebags, Large Assortment Of Tack.
MOWERS, CHICKEN HOUSE, MISC: Kubota Z421 Commander 
Pro 54-Inch Middeck, Zero Turn, With Kawasaki FS 730V Motor, 
146.9 Hours, Land Pride 7-Ft. 3 Pt. Spinner Mower, Seeders, Buddy 
Deer Stand, Live Cages, Calf Bottles, Exhaust Fan, Bicycles, 6 x 20-
Foot Dog Kennel, 4-Inch Auger, T Post, Barbed Wire, Chicken House, 
Fishing Poles, Smoker, Picnic Tables, Fryer, Large Assortment Of New 
Farm Items.
FURNITURE, HOUSEHOLD: Lamp Stand, Western Decor, 2 Sec-
tional Couches, Toy Box, Desk And Chair, Assorted Books, LEGO Ta-
ble, New King Size Serta Mattresses, Brother Sewing Machine, Shelv-
ing, Pantry Closet, Dresser With Changing Table, Dreamcatcher, Jewelry 
Box, Cabinets, Radio Flyer Wagon, Stereo, Folding Tables, Oak Table 
With Six Chairs, Fireplace Insert, Swing Set, Trampoline, Playhouse, 
Rocking Chairs, Amana Refrigerator, Picnic Basket, Kitchen Hutch, As-
sorted Dishes, Pictures, Bench, Roll-Around Dry Bar, Christmas And 
Holiday Decor, Hall Tree, Wooden Spools.
COLLECTIBLES: Eclipse Reel Type Mower, Apple Butter Stirrer, 
Metal Fans, Braces, Turtle Shells, Walking Plow, Cowboy China Set, 
Quilts, Chifforobe, Print By Rosemary Millett,  Horse Lamp, Large As-
sortment Of Toys, Batman Toys, Radiator Springs Town And Toys

MANY MORE ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION!                          

From Schuline, Illinois Go South 1.2 Miles On Zion 
Church Rd., Then Go West On Orchard Rd. To Wright 
Rd. Turn And Go South 1 Mile To Sale Site.  From 
Walsh, Illinois Go South On Walsh Rd. To Wright Rd. 
Then East To Sale Site. Watch For Markers.

Lunch Stand ~ Not Responsible For Accidents Or Theft.  
Terms: Cash, Check Or Credit Card With Proper ID ~ 3% Buyers Premium On Credit Card Purchases      

All Statements Made Day Of Sale Take Precedence Over All Printed Advertisements.

For Full List & Color Photos Go To Our Website www.auctionzip.com  #16120

(618) 758-2304 • (618) 758-2731 
Cell 618-317-4843   Cell 618-578-8833

2347 Roosevelt Rd. •  Lic. No. 440.000187 • Lic. No. 440.000188

E-Mail: kengutjahr@gmail.com Or gutjahrauction@gmail.com

Gutjahr
Auction Service, 

Ken             Dave

Owners: Darren And Lisa Hille

Auctioneers Note: Bank Letter Of Credit For Trailers Required 
And Titles Will Be Held Until Checks Clear. We Will Be Running 
Two Rings On Sale Day, A Very Nice Well-Kept Camper, A Nice 

Assortment Of Horse Tack, Farm And Home Items. 
So Come Out And Spend The Day With Us. Ken And Dave.

Saturday, August 27 • 9:30am
1823 Meadow Court • Columbia, IL 62236

TOOLS, COLLECTIBLES, HOUSEHOLD, MISC.
Truck Bed 2-Wheel Trailer (Very Nice), 2 John Deere F525 Rid-
ing Mowers, Lawn Seed Spreader,  Hand & Garden Tools, Pow-
er Tools, Orchard Sprayers, Walnut Lumber, Old Wicker Doll 
Buggy, Old Doll, Hummel Figurines, Fenton Glassware, 2 Curio 
Cabinets, Murphy Bed, 2 La-Z-Boy Recliners, Hand-Made Oak 
& Cherry Executive Desk w/Marble Top, Bookcases, Bedroom 
Set, King Size Bed w/Solid Brass Headboard, White Bedroom 
Furniture, Knick-Knacks, Nordic Track Exercise Bike, Holiday 
Decorations, Living Room Furniture, Lawn Bench, Wishing 
Well, Weber Gas Grill, Misc. Items.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: This is a nice clean auction with 
some interesting items. 

OWNER: Roger Davis

VOSS AUCTION LLC
Website: vossauctions.com

Tim Voss
(618) 612-6100

Wayne Voss
(618) 282-2682 / 910-9569

Mark Voss
(618) 282-6864

Breakfast, Brunch & Bake 

St. Pius V Walsh Hall
7681 Walsh Road

Sunday, August 28
8am-1pm

Free- Will  Donation
Pancakes, Sausage, Biscuits & 
Gravy, Eggs, Fruit & Pastries!

Funds raised are going toward repairs 
needed at the hall due to water damage 

throughout the years.

BENEFIT 
SALE

HUGE GUN, COIN & TOOL
AUCTION

Saturday, September 3 ~ 10AM
Ag Building in Scheve Park, Mascoutah, IL

80+ Firearms Including Pistols, Shotguns & Rifles 
From Remington, Winchester, Ithaca, Henry, Ruger, 
Stevens & Others; Ammo; Reloading Supplies & EQ; 
Silver Dollars, Kennedy half-dollars; Quarters, Dimes 
& Nickels; Troy Silver Oz Coins; Arrowheads; 5500 Wt 
Chain; Chipper/Shredder; 30t Press; Bench Vises; Hand,  
Power & Battery Tools; Log Chains; 125# Anvil, Milk 
Cans; Old Mercury Outboard; Car Parts & Much More! 
More At: krauszauction.com
OWNERS: Dave & Glenda Williams, Summerfield IL 

MARK KRAUSZ 
AUCTION SERVICE

New Baden, Illinois (618) 588-4917

Auction Conducted By

Illinois Auction Lic. #440000142



RALPH’S
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

HUSTLER • TORO
ECHO • INGERSOLL
ARIENS • GRAVELY
568-1707 • Hwy. 51 South • Elkville
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REAL ESTATE
Real estate transactionsDirt, Rock & Sand

HAULING
DUMP OR 
TAILGATE
SPREAD
Driveway & 
Road Rock 
• All Sizes •Call For Pricing And Scheduling

For All Your Real Estate Needs...Buying Or Selling.

2347 Roosevelt Road, Coulterville, IL 62237 • (618) 578-8833
(618) 758-2731 • email: gutjahrrealty@gmail.com

David Gutjahr, Managing Broker
GUTJAHR REALTY, LLC

NEW PROPERTY LISTINGS 
ARE BEING ACCEPTED!

See Listings On realtor.com, zillow.com And trulia.com

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED • SERVING PERRY & RANDOLPH COUNTIES

Knight Hawk Coal, LLC • (618) 426-3662

Trespassers Subject To Arrest

NO 
TRESPASSING

Eddie Kutz
573-513-6622

www.kkguttering.com

 RANDOLPH 
 COUNTY

Melanie L. Johnson
County Clerk 
& Recorder

WARRANTY DEEDS
Jennifer L. Fadler 

to Matthew A. Stines 
& Melissa A. Stines, 
Pt Outlot 106 Country 
5th Addn, Considera-
tion $205,000

618 Rentals, to Rust 
Properties, Lt 1 Blk 1 
McClure Addn, Con-
sideration $1,000

Jeff Moeller to Na-
t i ona l  Res ident ia l 
Nominee Services, Pt 
Outlot 111 Country 5th 
Addn, Consideration 
$331,000

National Residential 
Nominee Services to 
Eugene W.  Schloe -
m a n n  &  H e l e n  J. 
Schloemann, same as 
above, Consideration 
$331,000

Devin J. Palmer to 
Sheila J. Jarvis, Pt 
Outlot  10 & 11  Blk 
1  C  P h i l l i p s  3 r d 
Addn, Consideration 
$150,000

Fern Hahn to Sue A. 
Myerscough, Sec 36; 
Sec 1 5-8, Considera-
tion $412,500

Lano Nerini Jr. to 
Samantha M. Eiskant, 
Lts 43 & 42 Northton 
2nd Addn, Considera-
tion $15,500

Justen Kempfer to 
Dustin Oakley, Lts 12 
& 13 Blk A Glasgow 
Addn, Consideration 
$114,900

Dylan G. Clinton to 
Derek Walters & Dar-
lene Walters, Lt 5 Blk 
6 Crescent Addn, Con-
sideration $147,000

Ryan N. Glodo & Ka-
lyn Glodo to Dylan G. 
Clinton, NE SE  Sec 
8 4-5, Consideration 
$254,000

Nancy J. Eggemeyer 
to James E. Chandler, 
Lts 15 & 16 Blk 26 
Swan Addn, Consid-
eration $97,000

Charles Wayde Phil-
lips & Hayley Phillips 
to Ryan Inselmann, 
Lts 8 & 9 Torren 1st 
Addn, Consideration 
$69,000

Matthew A. Koetting 
& Nicole Koetting to 
Aaron J. Link, Lts 19 
& 20 OL Kimzey 4th 
Addn, Consideration 
$138,000

Brandon H. Lloyd to 
Sharon L. Richardson 
& Sherly W. Richard-
son, Lt 13 Flamone 
Addn, Consideration 
$130,000

James  V. Cairns to 
Drake Schulein, Lt 
16 Blk 1 Knoll Addn, 
Consideration $60,000

QUITCLAIM DEEDS

Keith Kittell & Bar-
bara Kittell to Keith 
W. Kittell, Barbara L. 
Kittell, Keith W. Kittell 
and Barbara L. Kittell 
Revocable Trust, Lt 1 
Country Estates

Robert Mell to Teresa 
Unnerstall, Lt 25 Blk 2 
Ind 2nd Addn

Jessica L. Lee to Lisa 
Woodside & Haylie Le-
dendecker, Lt 58 Ar-
mour Addn

Brandon G. Rohlfi ng 
& Megan L. Rohlfi ng 
to Rebecca J. Byrd, 
Lts 8 & 9 Blk 2 Short 
Corrected Addn, Con-
sideration $5,000

Neil A. Miller, Teresa 
A. Miller & Neil A. 
Miller and Teresa A. 
Miller Revocable Trust 
to Jordan N. Priebe & 
Lindsey R. Priebe, SE 
SW Sec 36 6-6

Adam J.  Tre t t er, 
Yvonne K. Tretter, 
Yvonne K. Balleto & 
Yvonne K. Baletto to 
Adam J.  Tretter & 
Yvonne K. Tretter, Pt 
Blk 4 Dyher Addn; SW 
SE Sec 16 6-5; Lt 6 Blk 
4 G Dyher Addn; Blk 4 
Dyher Addn

Regina N. Richard-
son to David A. Rich-
ardson, Lt 93 Armour 
Addn; Lts 4 & 5 Blk 7 
McIlroy Addn; Lt 13 
Blk 1 Osage Addn;  SE 
NW Sec 6 5-5

Aaron M. Bert to Aar-
on M. Bert & Alaina 
Clark, Lts 10 & 9 Blk 
28 Swan Addn

Patricia Ann Wester 
to Patricia Ann Wester, 
Bradley R. Wester & 
Geoffrey B. Wester, Lt 
6 Sonnen 2nd Addn

Andrew J. Frazer to 
Andrew J. Frazer & 
Judith A. Caves, SW 
SW Sec 26 6-6

PERRY  COUNTY
Robert D. Kelly
County Clerk 
& Recorder

WARRANTY DEEDS
B r a n d o n  D e a n 

Brookman & Lacy 

Elizabeth Brookman 
to Christina Bruns & 
Duston Crews, Pt SE 
SE Sec 17 5-2, Consid-
eration $182,500

Diana Falmier  to 
Blaine Bradley, Pt SW 
SW Sec 14 5-1, Consid-
eration $115,000

Lawrence J. Kabat 
& Rita Mae Kabat to 
Lawrence J. Kabat & 
Rita Mae Kabat, Pt Sec 
10; Pt NE NE Sec 16; SE 
SE Sec 12 4-1

Betty L. Ogilvie to 
Christine M. Shirley 
& David L. Shirley, 
Lts 4 & 5 Blk 1 Cox 
Addn, Consideration 
$100,000

Maria Elaine Spann 
to Alison Voyles & 
Bruce Voyles, Pt SE 
Sec 22 6-1, Considera-
tion $120,000

Martin Rentals to 
Tannahi l l  Innova -
t ions,  Lts  40 & 41 
Pinckneyville Origi-
nal Survey, Considera-
tion $180,000
QUITCLAIM DEEDS
Richard Alan Lively 

& Ricky Alan Lively to 
Heidi A. Lively, Pt SE 
SW Sec 13 4-2

Cassandra L.  Lee 
& Jeffery A. Lee to 
Amanda Duvardo & 
Craig Duvardo, Pt NW 
NE Svcc 10 4-3

Amanda Duvardo & 
Craig Duvardo to Cas-
sandra L. Lee & Jef-
fery A. Lee, Pt NW NE 
Sec 10 4-3

Royce A. Jackson & 
Kathy J. West to Leslie 
Anders & Rodney An-
ders, Pt Sec 5 6-1; Lts 
43 & 44 New Cherry 
Lake Recreation, Con-
sideration $5,000

DEEDS
Kathryn Lorene Fer-

rario Declaration Of 
Trust  & Dennis  E. 
Poole Trustee to David 
A. Wilson & Shirley A. 
Wilson, Pt SW SE Sec 
15 4-3, Consideration 
$30,000
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Phone: 618-497-8272
Fax: 618-497-2607

Email: cjournal@egyptian.net
Deadline: Tuesday At 2pm

FOR RENT

LEGAL NOTICES

YARD SALE
YARD SALE: 815 Country 
Club Rd., Sparta. Friday 
& Saturday, Aug. 26 & 
27, 8am-?. 
...........................1-8-25
YARD SALE: 1245 
E.  Mound,  Sparta. 
Saturday, Aug. 27, 8am-
3pm. Clothes, lots of 
misc., too many items to 
list. Benny Deutchsmann 
residence.
...........................1-8-25
GARAGE SALE: 201 N. 
1st St., Percy. Thursday 
& Friday, Aug. 25 & 26, 
8am-4pm. Household 
d e c o r a t i o n s ,  k i d s 
clothes, name brand 
ladies clothes (small-
large), name brand 
men’s clothes (Small-
XXL), tools, lots of misc.
...........................1-8-25 

WANTED
WANTED:  Look ing 
for a duck & goose 
hunting spot that can 
accommodate up to 4 
hunters for the 22-23 
season. Please text 
photos of spot & lease 
agreement/prices to 
618-713-5533.
...........................1-8-18

A P A R T M E N T S
AVAILABLE FOR RENT
PERRY COUNTY

FOR MORE INFO CALL

Perry County
Housing Authority
(618) 542-5409

In

FOR SALE: Used, like 
new, gray lift chair. $325. 
618-920-6256
...........................1-8-25
FOR SALE:  Bu i l t -
Mor Buildings. 24x40, 
$13,969; 30x50, $20,727; 
40x60, $30,787; 50x70, 
$36,437. Erected, choice 
of colors. 732-8704 or 
go to builtmorbuildings.
com.
............................. 0-x-x

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

FOR RENT IN 
S T E E L E V I L L E : 
2-bedroom, 1-bath 
apartment. $500/
month. No pets. Call 
618-443-8615.

.............................1-9-1

RENTALS: 2-bedroom 
home in Percy. Rent 
$475, deposit $475. No 
animals. New 1-bedroom 
mobile home in Percy. 
Rent $475, deposit $475. 
No animals. 618-317-
5734.
............................. 0-x-x
FOR RENT IN SPARTA: 
2 & 3-bedroom mobile 
homes in park. Also 
mobile home lots in 
park. Private mobile 
home lots for sale. Call 
Ronnie Johnson. 618-
443-3325.
............................. 0-x-x

FOR RENT: House in 
Tilden on private lot. 
Call Ronnie Johnson, 
618-443-3325.
............................. 0-x-x

DOING BUSINESS AS (DBA)

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION
Public Notice is hereby given that on Au-

gust 2, 2022, a Certifi cate was fi led in the 
offi  ce of the County Clerk of RANDOLPH 
COUNTY, Illinois setting forth the name and 
post offi  ce address of all persons owning, 
conducting and transacting the business 
known as: Kane Hill Enterprises. Located at 
4876 Kane Hill Rd., Ellis Grove, IL 62241.
Dated this August 2, 2022.

Melanie L. Johnson
Randolph County Clerk

............................................................. 1-8-25

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Randolph Hospital District

dba Memorial Hospital Chester
1900 State St., Chester, IL 62233

Sealed bids will be received in the lower-
level Conference Room of Memorial Hos-
pital at 1900 State Street, Chester, Illinois 
62233 until 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 
30, 2022 for lower-level parking lot expan-
sion and site grading at Memorial Hospital 
in Chester.
Project documents and proposal forms 

may be obtained from the architect, Quad-
rant Design, at 618-939-0606 or jeckart@
quadrantdesign.com.
Walk-through and pre-bid meeting is 

scheduled at 9:00a.m. on August 23, 2022.
Meet outside the Hospital’s Main Entrance.
The Contractor for this project will com-

ply with all federal, state and local laws and 
regulations, including the Illinois Prevailing 
Wage Act and the Illinois Preference Act. 
Randolph County Hospital District reserves 
the right to waive irregularities and reject 
any or all bids. No bids shall be withdrawn 
for a period of 30 days subsequent to the 
opening of bids.

By Order of the Board of Directors
Randolph Hospital District

............................................................. 0-8-25

NOTICE OF ABANDONED MOBILE HOME
TO: The Heirs and Devisees of Samuel H. 
Lemons, deceased & Unknown Owners

Date:  August 10, 2022
You are notifi ed that the City of Sparta has 

declared that a certain green and white mo-
bile home, approximately 12’ by 50’ in size, 
located at 2 Kool Valley, Sparta, Illinois, 
is an abandoned mobile home within the 
meaning of the Abandoned Mobile Home 
Act. Unless all delinquent mobile home 
privilege taxes, including penalty and inter-
est, are paid and electric and water service 
restored to this mobile home within 30 days 
of the date of this notice, the City of Spar-
ta shall remove and dispose of the mobile 
home, and it shall be disposed of or sold at 
public auction free and clear of any exist-
ing liens.  
If you have any questions regarding this 

notice, you should contact the following 
person.

Adam White, Code Enforcement Offi  cer
114 W. Jackson St., Sparta, IL 62286

(618) 443-1947

Please give this matter your immediate 
attention.

Very truly yours, Angie Peters, City Clerk
of the City of Sparta, Illinois

............................................................... 0-9-1

NOTICE OF ABANDONED MOBILE HOME
TO: Kyle Odom & Unknown Owners

Date: August 10, 2022
You are notifi ed that the City of Sparta has 

declared that a certain red and white mobile 
home, approximately 14’ by 70’ in size, lo-
cated at 24 Kool Valley, Sparta, Illinois, is an 
abandoned mobile home within the mean-
ing of the Abandoned Mobile Home Act.  
Unless all delinquent mobile home privilege 
taxes, including penalty and interest, are 
paid and electric and water service restored 
to this mobile home within 30 days of the 
date of this notice, the City of Sparta shall 
remove and dispose of the mobile home, 
and it shall be disposed of or sold at public 
auction free and clear of any existing liens.  
If you have any questions regarding this 

notice, you should contact the following 
person:

Adam White, Code Enforcement Offi  cer
114 W. Jackson St., Sparta, IL 62286

(618) 443-1947
Please give this matter your immediate 
attention.

Very truly yours,
Angie Peters, City Clerk of the City of 

Sparta, IL
............................................................... 0-9-1

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of 
JOSEPH H. ROBERT, Deceased

No. 2022PR42

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Joseph H. 

Robert of 905 Lincoln Street, Evansville, Il-
linois 62242. Letters of Offi  ce were issued 
on August 8, 2022, to Linda Lou Robert as 
Executor and whose attorney of record is 
R. Jeff rey Kerkhover of Fisher, Kerkhover, 
Coff ey & Gremmels Law Offi  ce, 600 State 
Street, Chester, Illinois 62233.
Claims against the estate may be fi led in 

the offi  ce of the Clerk of the Circuit Court at 

HELP WANTED

HOME FOR SALE: 
1 Twin Lakes Ln., 
Coulterville. 2 acres, 
Okawville schools. 3 bed, 
2.5 baths. $230,000. 
Call/text 217-826-2127.
.............................1-9-1

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on Au-

gust 15, 2022, a Certifi cate of Assumed 
Name was fi led in the Offi  ce of Robert D. 
Kelly, County Clerk of Perry County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post offi  ce ad-
dresses of all persons owning, conduct-
ing and transacting a business known as 4 
Peas in a Pod, LLC, located at 4810 State 
Rte. 127, Pinckneyville, IL 62274.
Dated: 8-15-22

Robert D Kelly, Perry County Clerk
............................................................... 0-9-8

PUBLIC NOTICE OF HEARING
Public notice is hereby given to all persons in the 

County of Randolph, State of Illinois, that a public 
hearing will be commenced by the Randolph County 
Zoning Board of Appeals on Tuesday, September 13, 
2022, at 7:00 P.M., in the Randolph County Court-
house at 1 West Taylor Street, Chester Illinois rela-
tive to an application for a special use permit and 
an application for variances under the Randolph 
County Zoning Regulations (the “Applications”), both 
of which are brought by Tilden Solar, LLC (“Tilden So-
lar”) acting for itself.  The Application for Special Use 
Permit requests permission to construct and operate 
a solar energy conversion system consisting of solar 
panels and racking, inverters, a transformer, substa-
tion equipment and associated material, an operation 
and maintenance center, a temporary construction 
laydown area, below ground and above ground elec-
tric lines and other associated facilities (the “Pro-
ject”), along with variations and such other waivers 
and approvals as are required for the Project.  The 
Project will be located primarily in the Tilden Town-
ship.  A list of participating property owners is part of 
the Applications.  The known address and property 
identifi cation numbers of the properties participating 
in this Project are included with this notice.  Tilden 
Solar is requesting property line setback variances on 
property identifi cation numbers: 01-013-012-00, 01-
013-014-00, 01-014-001-00.  In addition, Tilden So-
lar is requesting a variance related to decommission-
ing removal depth generally for the Project.A copy 
of the Tilden Solar, LLC Applications, which include 
maps of the Project and the requested variances, can 
be found at the Randolph County Land Resource 
Management Offi  ce, 1 Taylor Street, Chester, Illinois, 
Room 207. All persons interested are invited to the 
hearing to be heard.  Additionally, interested persons 
may submit written comment to the Randolph County 
Land Resource Management Director at the address 
above, which must be received prior to 4 pm on Sep-
tember 13, 2022, and such written comment will be 
reviewed by the Zoning Board of Appeals and made 
part of the record.  Additional information about the 
Project and Tilden Solar can be found at https://til-
densolarproject.com/  The applicant is Tilden Solar, 
a Delaware limited liability company, with an ad-
dress of 1101 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington, 
DC 20036.  The identity of Tilden Solar’s sole mem-
ber is Sol Systems LLC.  Sol Systems LLC’s offi  cers 
are Yuri Horwitz, CEO & Chairman and those others 
listed on https://www.solsystems.com/about/team-
members/ This hearing may be continued to dates, 
times and places as determined by the Zoning Board 
of Appeals. The general description of the Project site 
is: The Project encompasses approximately 1,600 
acres generally bounded by Highway 4 to the west, 
Highway 13 to the north, Zeigler Mine Road to the 
east, and Tyler Trail to the south all south of Tilden, 
IL. The Project area property identifi cation numbers 
are: 01-016-017-00, 01-032-012-00, 01-037-002-
00, 01-015-007-00, 01-015-009-00, 01-014-007-00, 
01-014-009-00, 01-015-002-00, 01-015-008-00, 
01-015-012-00, 01-015-013-00, 01-013-011-00, 
01-013-015-00, 01-014-006-00, 01-014-001-00, 
01-014-008-00, 01-034-014-00, 01-034-017-00, 
01-034-019-00, 01-035-001-00, 01-035-002-50, 
01-033-005-00, 01-033-007-50, 01-034-001-00, 
01-034-011-50, 01-034-018-00, 01-013-012-00, 
01-015-003-00, 01-009-008-00, 01-038-010-00, 
01-016-012-00, 01-016-013-00, 01-014-015-00, 01-
013-014-00, 01-013-010-00, 05-010-004-00
............................................................0-8-25

MARISSA AREA PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT
Marissa, IL 62257

Statements of Receipts & Revenues 
Disbursements/Expenditures/Summary State-
ment of Operations for all Funds & Account 
Groups for the fi scal year ended June 2022

Receipts/Revenues of $165,624.43: 
Property Taxes $145,793.64, Per Capita 
$4,960.43, Personal Property Replace-
ment Tax $4,442.79, Alberta Hamilton 
Grant $4,000.00, E-Rate $3,780.00, Dona-
tions $1,869.79, Library Fines/Fees/Misc. 
$777.78.
Total Disbursements of $150,641.87: Dis-

bursements $2,500.00 or greater; Amazon 
$6,684.72, Ameren Illinois $6,433.18, David 
Lea $5,744.04, Clearwave Communications 
$5,113.67, Disability Systems $4,807.00, Il-
linois Heartland Library System $3,612.90, 
Dell Computers $3,061.84, State Farm In-
surance $2,974.39. Disbursements under 
$2,500.00; Total: $25,756.06.
Payroll $86,454.07. (Part-Time under 

$25,000.00: Robin Geralds, Kay Miller, 
Brandi Meyer, Linda Henson). 
IRS $16,705.85, IMRF $12,060.94, Illinois 

Department of Revenue $3,914.34, IDES 
$499.54. Submitted August 16, 2022

Warren Trotter
Treasurer of the Marissa 

Area Public Library District
............................................................. 0-8-25

the Randolph County Courthouse, #1 Taylor 
Street, Chester, Illinois 62233, or with the 
representative, or both, on or before, Feb-
ruary 23, 2023, or three months from the 
date of mailing or delivery of this Notice to 
creditors, whichever is later, and any claim 
not fi led on or before that date is barred.
Within ten days after fi ling of the Claim 

with the Clerk, the claimant shall cause a 
copy of the Claim to be mailed or delivered 
to the representative of the estate and to 
the representative’s attorney of record.
Dated: August 8, 2022

Linda Lou Robert 
Executor of the Estate of Joseph H. Robert

R. Jeff rey Kerkhover - Attorney

R. Jeff rey Kerkhover - #03127288
FISHER, KERKHOVER, COFFEY &
GREMMELS LAW OFFICE
Attorney for Estate
600 State Street
Chester, IL 62233
Telephone: (618) 826-5021
Fax: (618) 826-5024
Email: fkcglaw@gmail.com
............................................................. 0-8-25

is actively seeking new and seasoned

Real Estate professionals

Golden Key Realty, Inc.

We Offer Competitive 
Commission & Support.

Our two centrally located offices 
in Chester & Sparta allow us to 

effectively represent buyers 
and sellers from Red Bud 

to Pinckneyville, Ava 
to Marissa and beyond.

If you are looking to take the If you are looking to take the 
next step in your career, 

call Flo at 618-443-2211 to 
schedule a confidential meeting.
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By Travis Lott
Chester’s Fall Fes-

tival, which expand-
ed last year to three 
days, is set to return 
with another large 
event October 14-16.

The Fall Festival 
will again feature 
daily carnival rides, 
which will operate 
Friday from 5 to 10, 
Saturday noon-10 and 
Sunday noon to 7.

Rides will be in 
the large parking lot 
across from St. Mary 
Catholic Church adja-
cent to the car wash.  

A new statue for 
the Popeye Character 
Trail will also be un-
veiled. The statue of 
Oscar, Popeye’s dim-
witted buck-toothed 
friend, will be re-
vealed at Cole Memo-
rial Park Saturday at 
11 a.m.

Oscar is an original 
character created by 
Elzie Segar, fi rst ap-
pearing in 1931 and 
introduced as King 
Blozo’s assistant in 
Spinachovia. 

Oscar’s statue will 
sit atop the hill in Cole 
Park near Shelter 1.

There will be a side-
walk chalk art contest 
Saturday. Check-in 
is from 9 to 9:45, and 
artists have from 10 
to 2:30 to create their 
artwork. The winners 
will be announced at 4.

Another contest will 
be pumpkin carving. 
The categories are 
silliest, traditional, 
creepiest and good 
ghourd. Check-in is 
from 9 to 10. Winners 
will be announced at 4.

There will be infl at-
able bounce houses 
Saturday from 10 to 2, 

and balloon artist Sil-
ly Jilly will give out 
free balloon animals 
from 11 to 1:30.

The pumpkin street 
race, in which contest-
ants design and build 
cars out of pumpkins, 
will be Saturday at 1 
p.m. The decoration 
and design competi-
tion is at 11.

Also Saturday, resi-
dents will have an op-
portunity to dunk the 
dignitaries. Starting 
at 4, participants can 
try their hand at dunk-
ing St. Mary school 
board President Aar-
on Petrowske, grade 
school Principal Bill 
Grafton, St. John 
Principal Kaela Pow-
ley, Fire Chief Marty 
Bert, Chester school 
Superintendent Kim-
berly Briggs, Mayor 
Tom Page, Police 
Chief Bobby Helmers 
and high school Prin-
cipal Jeremy Blechle.

Tickets for the 
dunk booth are $10 
each, which buys four 
tries. Advance tickets, 
which will guarantee 
your shot at a certain 
dignitary, go on sale 
at city hall Septem-
ber 6. There will be a 
limit of 10 tickets per 
dignitary.

Also in conjunction 
with the Fall Festival, 
the city will host the 
second annual Cole 
Memorial Park disc 
golf tournament Sat-
urday at 4.

Registration begins 
at 3, and the cost is 
$40 per golfer, with a 
maximum of 36 com-
petitors.

The fi rst round is 18 
regular baskets, and 
the second round is 
nine glow baskets.

Registration is at 
city hall or online at 
the city’s website.

The parade will 
step off from the high 
school at 2 p.m. Sun-
day and make its way 
through town along 
the normal parade 
route. This year’s pa-
rade grand marshal 
is Collette Powley, 
who has served the 
Chester Parks and 
Recreation Depart-
ment for many years.

In addition to many 
years on the park 
board, Powley has 
been active in all of 
the events in town, 
especially when it 
comes to entertaining 
children during the 
Fall Festival and East-
er events.

This year will fea-
ture a king and queen 
contest. So far, there 
are three couples 
listed as candidates, 
sponsored by busi-
nesses and organiza-
tions in town. 

The Knights of Co-
lumbus nominated 
Steve and Sue Colo-
nel; American Legion, 
Farida and Lee Hol-
loway; and Gilligan’s 
Sweet Treats, Cami 
Shroeder and Jordan 
Hughes. The VFW 
has yet to announce 
its candidates. Raffl e 
tickets are available 
at each location and 
at city hall.

The coronation for 
king and queen is on 
the main stage Sun-
day at 5.

To close out the 
event, there will be 
fi reworks shot off 
from Evergreen Cem-
etery at 7 p.m. Sunday.

For more info on any 
of the events at the 
festival, go to chester-
ill.com or email ches-

Chester Fall Festival gears up 
for a big gathering in October

Planning has begun 
for the 39th annual 
Steeleville Jaycees 
Oktoberfest to be held 
October 7 and 8. 

This year’s theme 
is Gone Camping, and 
the Jaycees hope to 
make it s’more fun 
than ever.  

The weekend will 
kick off with the Fri-
day evening parade. 
There will be street 
dances both nights, 
featuring The Mitch 
Faulkner Band Fri-
day and Murphy 500 
Saturday.

More food vendors 
are also expected this 
year.

Saturday will offer 
entertainment options 
for the whole family, 
including children’s 
activities, a craft fair, 
cornhole tournament, 
variety show and cor-
onation.

The popular Dachs-
hund Derby will be at 
2 p.m. Saturday. You 
can sign up your dog 
the day of the event. 

Call Jeff at 618-615-
1210 for more infor-
mation. 

Any boy or girl up 
to age 18 is eligible to 
run for Li’l Mr. and 
Miss Oktoberfest. The 
winner is determined 
by money raised by 

the contestant. Every 
contestant will receive 
a percentage of the 
money they collect.

To enter or for more 
information, call Kel-
ly at 618-615-1314. The 
Jaycees are looking 
for more male contes-
tants, as there is only 
one running.

Tickets are now 
available from any 
Jaycees member for 
the weekend raffl e. 

First prize is a 36-
inch Blackstone grill 
combo kit; second is a 
$250 Butcher’s Block 
meat package and 
third a $100 gas card.   

Food vendor spots 
remain open. 

Call Dusty at 910-
1382 for more infor-
mation. 

Craft booth spaces 
are also available by 
calling Jenny at 618-
559-8092.  

To enter the parade, 
call First National 
Bank of Steeleville at 
618-965-3441.

For general Ok-
toberfest questions, 
call Chairman Tiffa-
ny Dailey at 618-559-
7635.

Check out the Steele-
ville Jaycees Facebook 
page and the Oktober-
fest event page for up-
to-date info.

S’ville Oktoberfest 

The public is invited 
to the Chester library 
Monday, August 29 at 
6:30 p.m. for a pro-
gram presented by Dr. 
Mark Wagner, direc-
tor of the Center for 
Archeological Inves-
tigations at SIU Car-
bondale. 

Wagner has led stu-
dents of SIUC’s sum-
mer fi eld school in ar-
cheological digs and 
investigations at Fort 
Kaskaskia. 

He will give a pre-
sentation about the 
2017 discovery of a 
second fort at Fort 
Kaskaskia, as well as 
the recent unearthing 
of additional artifacts. 
These discoveries shed 
light on new informa-
tion about the Lewis 
and Clark expedition.

For more informa-
tion about this and 
other programs at the 
library, call 618-826-
3711.

Library to hold Ft. Kasky 
archeological program

First State Bank of Campbell Hill
Presents

Customer Appreciation Day
At The

Campbell Hill Community Center
Friday, September 9, 2022 4:00 - 7:00 PM

Date:
September 9, 2022

Time:
4:00 - 7:00 PM

Admission:

FREE

“Experience The Difference!”
www.fsbch.com

618-426-3396
Phone:

Thank You For Your Business
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Main Bank 965-3441  •  Sparta Banking Center 443-4555  •  Percy Banking Center 497-8361    

www.bankatfnb.com
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Show Your
Team Spirit!

School mascot debit cards can be issued for 
any new or existing checking account. 

Chester
Lady Yellow Jackets

The Chester High 
School volleyball con-
tinues to rack up vic-
tories.

The Lady Yellow 
Jackets fi nished 16-13 
last season but ulti-
mately lost an intense 
match to Pinckney-
ville in a Class 2A 
regional semifi nal 
match.

Chester’s record 
gave the program its 
seventh straight win-
ning season. The Lady 
Yellow Jackets won 
Black Diamond Con-
ference West Division 
titles in 2016 and 2020 
and a share of the title 
in 2017.

Last season was the 
fi rst for Chester in the 
Cahokia Conference 
Illinois Division, and 
the Lady Yellow Jack-
ets fi nished 5-5.

“I think our biggest 
(conference) competi-
tors this year will be 
Sparta and Red Bud,” 
said Chester coach 
Colleen Runge. “They 
are scrappy and well 
coached. However, 
our entire confer-
ence looks solid this 

High school volleyball is under way
Steeleville, Trico coming off of regional championships

year and should make 
for some competitive 
matches. I am especial-
ly excited to see these 
girls in action.”

Chester brings back 
fi ve returning starters 
from last year’s club, 
with seniors Paige 
Vasquez and Emma 
Eggemeyer and jun-
iors Mabry Wingerter, 
Jordan Buskhol and 
Ellen McCormick back 
in the fold. 

Wingerter and 
Vasquez were all-con-
ference players last 
year. Vasquez is clos-
ing in on the career 
benchmark of 500 
kills, and Runge ex-
pects her to reach this 
milestone this season.

Other players Runge 
is counting on early 
are freshman Maggie 
Caby, seniors Paige 
Thomas as a defensive 
asset and Maleia Ab-
sher and junior Jazzi 
Merideth as middle 
blockers.

Chester continues 
to look for its fi rst re-

gional title since the 
2008 season. Chester 
advanced to the re-
gional fi nals in 2017 
and 2018, and there 
was no postseason in 
2020 when the Lady 
Yellow Jackets lost just 
one regular season 
match.

“I expect this team 
to compete this year,” 
Runge said. “We played 
in some preseason 
tournaments and were 
very successful. Our 
main goal this year is 
to have a winning sea-
son and to hopefully 
snag the conference 
title.”

Varsity Roster
Seniors

Paige Vasquez
Emma Eggemeyer
Maleia Absher
Paige Thomas

Juniors
Mabry Wingerter
Alexis Eggemeyer
Jordan Buskhol
Ellen McCormick
Jazzi Merideth

Sophomore

Elaina Lutman
Freshman

Maggie Caby

Du Quoin
Lady Indians

Du Quoin has just 
one returning starter 
back from last year’s 
Lady Indian team that 
fi nished 17-12-1, includ-
ing 4-4 in the SIRR 
Mississippi.

That one player, 
though, is senior mid-
dle hitter Sophie Hill, 
who was second on 
the team in blocks and 
fi fth in kills last sea-
son.

Players that coach 
Isaac Miller expects to 
battle for playing time 
are seniors Ella West 
and Rylie Atkins, jun-
iors Ashlyn Waters, 
Kallie Oestreicher, El-
lie Searby and McKin-
ley Rider and sopho-
mores Chloe Sims, 
Ellie Green and Love 
Dunklin.

Du Quoin won a re-
gional championship 
in 2018, although that 

was its fi rst regional 
title since 2001. Du 
Quoin was knocked 
out of the postseason 
last year in a Class 
2A regional semifi nal 
match.

The Lady Indians 
last earned a share of 
the SIRR Mississippi 
title in 1999 when they 
were cochampions 
with Nashville.

“We want to try 
to win a conference 
championship and a 
regional champion-
ship this season,” Mill-
er said. “Also, we like 
to shoot for a 20-plus 
win season. 

“Nashville, Pinckne-
yville and Carterville, 
along with us, are top 
10 teams in the area. 
We will battle it out in 
the toughest confer-
ence in southern Illi-
nois.”

Varsity Roster
Seniors

Rylie Atkins
Malayna Russell
Ella West

Sophie Hill
Juniors

Ashlyn Waters
Kallie Oestreicher
McKinley Rider
Ellie Searby
Sydney Galbraith

Sophomores
Love Dunklin
McKailey Hicks
Ellie Green
Chloe Sims

Marissa-Coulterville
Lady Meteors

Under the direction 
of new coach Kate-
lyn Weis, Marissa-
Coulterville returns 
fi ve starters from last 
season’s team that fi n-
ished with an 8-22 re-
cord.

“We are fortunate to 
have only lost three 
seniors from last year 
and have most of our 
starting lineup back,” 
Weis said. “Most of 
the varsity players al-
ready have varsity ex-
perience.”

The Lady Meteor 

Continued on Page 28
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Chester Yellow Jackets

Chester Varsity Football Team

Schedules
FOOTBALL

August
08/26 at Du Quoin

September
09/02 vs. Benton
09/09 at Freeburg
09/16 vs. Sparta
09/23 at Wesclin
09/30 vs. Carlyle

October
10/07 at Dupo
10/14 vs. Red Bud
10/22 vs. Pearl City
    at Tremont

VOLLEYBALL
August

08/23 vs. Anna-
                Jonesboro
08/27 Fairfi eld Invite

September
09/06 vs. Carlyle
09/08 vs. Red Bud
09/14 vs. Gibault
09/15 at Sparta
09/20-22 Trico Invite
09/24 vs. Wesclin
09/26 vs. Valmeyer
09/27 at Okawville
09/29 at Carlyle

October
10/01 at Elverado
10/03 at Steeleville
10/06 vs. Okawville
10/11 vs. Sparta
10/13 at Red Bud
10/15 Freeburg Invite
10/17 at Wesclin
10/19 at Marion

CROSS COUNTRY
August

08/22 at New Athens
08/31 at Columbia

September
09/6 at Marissa
09/13 at Sparta
09/15 at Du Quoin
09/19 at Nashville
09/20 at Goreville
09/24 at Freeburg
09/26 at Carterville
09/29 Home Invitational

October
10/03 at Red Bud
10/06 at Pinckneyville
10/17 at Benton

Football team ready to defend conference title
By Dan Zobel

The Chester High 
School football team 
takes the fi eld this 
season after turning 
in a highly successful 
campaign last year.

The Yellow Jackets 
were 7-3 in 2021 and 
earned their fourth 
straight postseason 
appearance with Billy 
Belton as coach.

Chester took home 
the Cahokia Confer-
ence Illinois Division 
title by going unde-
feated in conference 
play.

The Yellow Jackets 
also had one of their 
biggest regular sea-
son victories when 
they defeated Free-

burg by a 40-34 score 
in double-overtime in 
Week 3.

Chester’s only three 
losses for the season 
came in the open-
ing week against Du 
Quoin, Week 7 against 
top ranked Class 2A 
Decatur St. Teresa and 
to Vandalia in the fi rst 
round of the Class 2A 
playoffs.

“We have had a great 
offseason,” Belton 
said. “This is a hard-
working group. I’m ex-
cited to see them play 
this season. We have 
great senior leader-
ship. I believe they will 
be ready for the start 
of the season.

“Expectations this 

year is to compete for 
a conference champi-
onship and make a run 
in the playoffs.”

Chester graduated 
14 players from last 
season but still brings 
back a handful of 
starters.

Those include sen-
iors offensive/defen-
sive lineman Shane 
Bicket (6’1, 245), offen-
sive/defensive lineman 
Matt James (5’11, 205), 
offensive/defensive 
lineman Trace Fricke 
(6’4, 210), running 
back/linebacker Koby 
Jany (5’9, 180) and run-
ning back/linebacker 
Will Schuwerk (5’11, 
175) and junior run-
ning back/linebacker 

Gage Hopkins (5’9, 
155).

James was an all-
conference player on 
offense last season, 
with Bickett and Jany 
picking up all-confer-
ence on defense.

Schuwerk will have 
an opportunity to re-
ceive a lot of carries, 
with Hopkins and 
Jany, who will play full 
back, getting looks, as 
well.

Chester will be 
forced to replace a lot 
of production on the 
offensive side of the 
ball.

The Yellow Jack-
ets graduated its two 
quarterbacks, top fi ve 
ball carriers and the 

majority of its ball 
catchers from last sea-
son.

Other players who 
will have to pick up 
some of that slack in-
clude sophomore quar-
terback/free safety 
Zain Al-Jassim (6’0, 
195), junior quarter-
back/free safety Aden 
Runge (6’0, 162), sopho-
more running back/
linebacker Devante 
Palacio (6’1, 185), jun-
ior running back/line-
backer Korbin Jany 
(5’9, 170), sophomore 
split end/linebacker 
Kolton Jany (5’10, 160) 
and sophomore split 
end/defensive back 

Continued on Page 29
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Du Quoin Indians

Du Quoin Varsity Football Team, photo provided

Schedules
FOOTBALL

August
08/26 vs. Chester

September
09/02 vs. Harrisburg
09/09 at Herrin
09/16 vs. Carterville
09/23 at Pinckneyville
09/30 vs. Mater Dei

October
10/07 vs. Anna-
               Jonesboro
10/14 at Nashville
10/21 at Murphysboro

VOLLEYBALL
August

08/25 at Massac County
08/27 Conference
          Preview
08/30 vs. West 
                Frankfort

September
09/01 at Hamilton Co.
09/03 Du Quoin Invite
09/06 at Murphysboro
09/13 vs. Carterville
09/15 at Pinckneyville
09/17 Massac Invite
09/22 at Anna-
              Jonesboro
09/27 at Nashville
09/29 at Carterville

October
10/01 Marion Invite
10/04 vs. Pinckneyville
10/11 at Anna-
            Jonesboro
10/12 vs. Trico
10/13 vs. Nashville
10/17 vs. Cobden
10/19 vs. Herrin

CROSS COUNTRY
August

08/31 at Murphysboro
September

09/06 at Herrin
09/08 at West
               Frankfort
09/15 Home Invite
09/19 at Nashville
09/24 at Freeburg
09/26 at Carterville
09/29 at Chester

October
10/5 at Harrisburg
10/8 at Benton
10/13 SIRR at Nashville

By Dan Zobel
While the Du Quoin 

High School football 
team dealt with some 
injury and illness is-
sues last season, it 
still kept its postseason 
streak alive.

The Indians have ad-
vanced to the playoffs 
in each of the last six 
seasons, the last two 
with Derek Beard as 
coach.

Du Quoin has made 
the playoffs 34 times 
since qualifying in 
1984.

However, last year’s 
5-5 record was just 
the fourth time in that 
span that Du Quoin to 
did not record a win-
ning record. The Indi-
ans bowed out of the 
Class 3A playoff fi eld 
with an opening round 
loss to Carlinville.

Pinckneyville was 
also just 2-2 in the 
SIRR Mississippi. Du 
Quoin won the confer-
ence last in 2019, but 
Nashville has taken 
the title the last two 
seasons.

“We always set a goal 
to win the conference 
championship, and 
that is our fi rst goal 
of the season,” Beard 
said. “The conference 
will be tough this sea-
son, as always. Carter-
ville and Nashville will 

Indian football aims to bounce back
be the favorites.”

Du Quoin will return 
just two starters on of-
fense and four on the 
defensive side of the 
ball.

Those returners are 
seniors wide receiver/
defensive back Gage 
Green (6’0, 170) and 
running back/defen-
sive back Jonathan 
Hamilton (5’9, 170) on 
offense. 

On defense are sen-
iors defensive back/
wide receiver Nishan 
Woody (5’11, 160), defen-
sive back/quarterback 
Aiden Bradley (6’0, 
170), defensive back/
running back Elijah 
Jones (5’9, 150) and de-
fensive/offensive line-
man Gavin Morgan 
(5’10, 240).

Morgan and Woody 
earned fi rst-team all-
conference honors last 
season, while Hamilton 
was a second-team all-
conference running 
back.

Other players expect-
ed to start the season 
on offense are juniors 
quarterback Camden 
Waller (6’0, 165), run-
ning back/linebacker 
Cameron Ford (5’10, 
165), wide receiver/
defensive back Jace 
Colvin (6’2, 160) and 
wide receiver/defen-
sive back PJ Winters 

(5’9, 145), sophomore 
running back/wide re-
ceiver Triston Webb 
(5’8, 145) and Jones at 
running back.

Defensively, Ford, 
Winters and juniors 
linebacker/full back 
Jaelyn Smith (5’9, 165) 
and defensive end/tight 
end Dwayne Wilming-
ton (6’1, 220) will be in 
the mix.

“We have a great 
group of kids who have 
worked their tails off in 
the offseason,” Beard 
said. “I feel very good 
about the guys we are 
putting on the fi eld.”

Waller takes over for 
David Lee at the quar-
terback position be-
cause Lee graduated 
last year.

Waller did get some 
playing opportunities 
last season and helped 
Du Quoin get a victory 
over Herrin when Lee 
was sidelined.

Beard believes the 
strength of this season’s 
team will be speed.

“Many of these guys 
ran track in the spring 
and qualified for the 
s tate  track meet ,” 
Beard said. “We will 
have speed on both 
sides of the ball. We 
will be young up front, 
but we have some tal-
ented guys fi lling those 
spots.”

No. Player  Ht. Wt. Of. Df. Yr.
01 JD Davis 5’5 125 QB DB 10
02 PJ Winters 5’9 145 WR DB 11
03 Da’Marion Johnson 5’9 165 WR DB 11
04 Jaxon Obertini 5’8 140 QB DB 10
05 Gage Green 6’0 170 WR DB 12
06 Camden Waller 6’0 165 QB  11
07 Jacob Rose 6’0 165 TE DE 11
08 Avery Webb 5’8 145 WR DB 11
09 Jaelyn Smith 5’9 165 FB LB 11
10 Tiyon Bardo-Spiller 6’2 160 WR DB 11
12 Aiden Bradley 6’0 170 QB DB 12
13 Jace Colvin 6’2 160 WR DB 11
14 Landon Rives 5’11 155 WR DB 10
16 Eli Nehring 5’11 145 WR DB 11
18 Nishan Woody 5’11 160 WR DB 12
20 Jonathan Hamilton 5’9 170 RB DB 12
21 Elijah Jones 5’9 150 RB DB 12
22 Brayden Jokisch 5’11 160 WR DB 11
23 Triston Webb 5’8 145 RB DB 10
24 Kameron Hugya 6’1 180 WR LB 12
25 Joey Wood 5’9 135 K  11
26 Jubal Alvis 6’0 145 WR DB 10
28 Jayden Fred 5’11 165 FB DB 11
30 Luke Bauman 5’9 150 RB DB 10
40 Tilden Henderson 5’11 180 TE/K LB 10
43 Jaxon VanZandt 5’8 135 WR DB 10
44 Cameron Ford 5’10 165 RB LB 11
50 Maddox Hunter 6’1 190 OL DL 10
52 Tyler Moore 6’2 210 OL DL 11
53 Eli Dunklin 5’10 185 OL DL 12
54 Chandler Harrison 5’11 190 OL DL 11
55 Drake Juhl 6’3 185 OL DL 11
56 Hayden Arndt 5’7 185 OL LB 10
57 Michael McCay 5’11 225 OL DL 10
58 Evan Giles 6’0 175 OL DL 10
60 Eli Furlow 6’0 220 OL DL 10
61 Cash Mydler 6’0 220 OL DL 10
63 Kendal Hopkins 5’6 220 OL DL 10
64 Jacob Scholebo 5’9 230 OL DL 12
66 Jamison Sizemore 5’11 220 OL DL 10
67 Trent Mazur 6’0 265 OL DL 11
68 Caden Scarber 6’0 170 OL DL 10
70 Landyn Lawrence 5’11 225 OL DL 11
71 William Bloomfi eld 5’9 175 OL DL 10
72 Aaron Fikuart 6’4 285 OL DL 11
77 Gavin Morgan 5’10 240 OL DL 12
79 Joseph Gualemi 6’3 200 OL DL 10
80 Izaiah Coffman 5’8 125 WR DB 10
81 Parker Ridgeway 5’9 140 WR DB 10
87 Gideon Burke 5’11 225 OL DL 11
88 Waylon Bell 6’0 200 TE DE 12
99 Dwayne Wilmington 6’1 220 TE DE 11

Indian Football Roster
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MARSHALL BROWNING HOSPITAL

Urgent Care & Sports Rehab

Whether you’re a varsity athlete or weekend warrior, we’re here to 
cheer you on and get you back on your feet if you’re ever injured.

Our dedicated team at the Marshall Browning Urgent Care can 
see you any day of the week right after an injury has happened.  
Isn’t it nice to know that you can get expert care fast right here in 
your community?

If your injury requires therapy, you can get longer-term expert care 
through Marshall Browning Rehab. Our therapies include physical, 
occupational, speech, athletic training, aquatic, lymphedema, 
vestibular (for dizziness), pediatrics and inpatient for Swing Bed.

Get the care you need right here in Du Quoin!

Marshall Browning Hospital employs the healthcare providers marked with an asterisk (*).  
All other healthcare providers are independent contractors.

900 N Washington St., Du Quoin
marshallbrowninghospital.com

SPORTS REHAB 618.542.1099

Clay Travis,  
M.D.*

Michael Staff,  
PA-C, MPAS*

Ariele Lynch-
Loiacono, FNP*

Keeping you  
in the game

URGENT CARE  618.542.1050
NO APPOINTMENT  

NEEDED
M-F, 8 A.M. - 7 P.M.
SAT. 8 A.M. - 5 P.M.

SUN. 12 P.M. - 4 P.M.

STUDIO: 1 & 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS WITH FULL 

KITCHEN & PRIVATE BALCONY.
Water, Trash, Cable, Electric & Wi-Fi 
Included. 2 Buffet Style Meals Daily.

www.libertyvillageofcarbondale.com

Contact Kathy Gendron 
For A Tour!

2950 W. Westridge Place
Carbondale, IL 62901

At Liberty Estates 
of Carbondale,

We are committed to 
providing a senior living 

experience which helps our 
residents live life to the fullest. 

Our approach to providing Our approach to providing 
desirable senior living 

options is exemplified in the 
quality, service, value and 

care we provide.

Pinckneyville Panthers

Pinckneyville Varsity Football Team

Schedules
FOOTBALL

August
08/26 at Red Bud

September
09/02 vs. West 
               Frankfort
09/09 vs. Benton
09/17 at Oblong
09/23 vs. Du Quoin
09/30 at Anna-
              Jonesboro

October
10/07 vs. Nashville
10/14 at Carterville
10/21 vs. Massac Co.

VOLLEYBALL
August

08/23 vs. Centralia
08/27 SIRR Preview

September
09/06 vs. Mater Dei
09/08 vs. West 
               Frankfort
09/10 Mascoutah Invite
09/15 vs. Du Quoin
09/20 at Anna-
              Jonesboro
09/22 vs. Nashville
09/27 at Carterville
09/30-10/1 McCracken
                 Co. Invite

October
10/04 at Du Quoin
10/06 vs. Anna-
               Jonesboro
10/11 at Nashville
10/13 vs. Carterville
10/15 Freeburg Invite
10/19 vs. Carbondale
10/22 Fairfi eld Invite

CROSS COUNTRY
August

08/23 at W. Frankfort
08/27 at Mascoutah
08/31 at Murphysboro

September
09/06 at Marissa
09/15 at Du Quoin
09/19 at Nashville
09/27 at W. Frankfort
09/29 at Chester

October
10/06 Home Invite
10/13 SIRR at Nashville
10/17 at Belleville East

Football ready for fresh start with new coach
By Dan Zobel

It has been a diffi-
cult road of late for 
the Pinckneyville High 
School football pro-
gram.

The Panthers have 
not held a winning 
record since finish-
ing 5-4 in 2015. Since 
then, the most wins the 
Panthers have had in a 
season is three, coming 
in 2018.

During the 2020-21 
season, which was 
shortened by COVID, 
Pinckneyvil le  was 
forced to play only a 
junior varsity schedule 
because of a lack of 
players.

This season, the Pan-
thers will be coached 
by Ryan Lott, who is 
the team’s third coach 
in the last four years.

Lott was the head 
coach at Massac County 
in 2015 and 2016. He 
also served as an as-
sistant coach at several 
stops, including four 
years for Jerseyville 
High School and two at 
Carbondale High.

“One of my main goals 
this season is to be com-
petitive week in and 
week out,” Lott said. 
“We want to continue 
competing regardless 
of the situation in the 
game.”

Over the last four 
weeks of the 2021 fall 
season, the Panther 
offense was able to put 
up at least 24 points in 
a game twice. 

However, of the seven 
games they played last 
season, they allowed 
over 45 points in all of 

them.
“I feel like the offense 

will continue to im-
prove from week to 
week,” Lott said. “It 
has shown flashes of 
not only moving the 
ball, but doing so in an 
explosive manner. 

“Our defense will be 
solid and continue to 
improve as the players 
become more comfort-
able and familiar with 
the system.”

Junior quarterback/
defensive back Jase Lee 
(6’1, 165) and sophomore 
quarterback/defensive 
back Brayden Cleland 
(5’9, 160) are battling 
things out for the start-
ing quarterback role. 
Both will serve as the 
leader of the secondary 
on defense, as well.

Pinckneyville has 

seven seniors return-
ing that Lott expects to 
contribute in various 
ways. Those players 
are offensive/defensive 
lineman Adam Bochan-
tin (6’2, 250), wide re-
ceiver/defensive back 
Asher Jausel (6’0, 155), 
running back/lineback-
er Chase Schneider 
(6’0, 210), wide receiver/
defensive back Kellen 
Scott (6’4, 170), offen-
sive lineman/lineback-
er Bradley Denny (5’10, 
215), running back/
defensive back James 
Deering (5’9, 150) and 
offensive/defensive 
lineman Andrew Jett 
(6’2, 350).

Two juniors who have 
established themselves 
as defensive leaders 
are linebacker/wide 
receiver/running back 

Karson Konkel (6’6, 
220) and linebacker/
full back Jonah Tanner 
(6’5, 200). Junior line-
men Jacksen Weather-
ford (6’2, 206) and Allen 
Irvin will contribute on 
both sides of the ball.

Three sophomores 
who will contribute to 
begin the season are 
running back/defen-
sive back Marshawn 
Fisher (5’10, 155), run-
ning back/linebacker 
Logan Jausel (5’9, 170) 
and offensive/defensive 
lineman Ian Crawley 
(6’0, 226).

“The team is doing 
the things necessary 
to get the program go-
ing in the right direc-
tion,” Lott said. “What 
has stood out to me is 

Continued on Page 29
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6188-8-3177-7-807777 6188 3333311177 888800000777
WWW.PREMIER618.COM

7
M 

From emergency water and fire 
damage clean up, to hazard cleanup, 
mold removal or even everyday   
carpet cleaning, we are here to help 
your house return to your home.  

Locally owned and operated  
Proudly serving Southern Illinois  

Red Bud Musketeers

Red Bud Varsity Football Team

FOOTBALL
August

08/26 vs. Pinckneyville
September

09/02 vs. Roxana
09/29 at Breese Central
09/16 at Carlyle
09/23 vs. Sparta
09/30 at Dupo

October
10/07 at Wesclin
10/14 at Chester
10/21 vs. East Alton-
               Wood River

VOLLEYBALL
August

08/23 at Gibault
08/24 at Triad
08/26-27 Marissa 
               Invite
08/30 vs. Mascoutah

September
09/06 vs. Okawville
09/08 at Chester
09/13 at Wesclin
09/15 vs. Carlyle
09/17 Granite City 
          Invite
09/20 vs. Columbia
09/27 vs. Marissa
09/28 at Sparta
09/29 at Okawville

October
10/03 vs. Waterloo
10/06 vs. Wesclin
10/08 Red Bud 
          Invite
10/11 at Carlyle
10/13 vs. Chester
10/14-15 O’Fallon 
              Invite
10/17 vs. Belleville East
10/18 at New Athens
10/20 vs. Sparta

CROSS COUNTRY
August

08/22 at New Athens
08/31 at Murphysboro

September
09/06 at Marissa
09/13 at Sparta
09/17 at Swansea
09/19 at Nashville
09/24 at Freeburg
09/29 at Chester

October
10/03 Home 
          Invite
10/06 at Pinckneyville
10/15 Cahokia
         Conference 
         Meet

Football Musketeers want defense to pave the way
By Dan Zobel

The Red Bud High 
School football team 
missed out on the post-
season for just the sec-
ond time in the last 
five seasons when it 
fi nished with a 4-5 re-
cord last fall.

The Musketeers have 
made the playoffs sev-
en times during the 
20 seasons Dave Lucht 
has been coach, ad-
vancing as far as the 
Class 2A state quarter-
finals in 2007, when 
they fi nished 10-2.

Red Bud achieved 
back-to-back winning 
seasons and playoff ap-
pearances in 2016 and 
2017 and returned to 
the postseason in 2019.

Last season, the Mus-
keteers were 4-3 with 
two weeks to go, need-
ing to win at least one 
of the games to become 
playoff eligible. They 
were turned away, 
though, with losses to 
Chester and East Alton-
Wood River.

Red Bud has a slew of 
players returning from 
that team who know 
how close they were to 
a playoff berth.

Red Bud brings back 
seniors running back/
linebacker Nick Gant-
ner (5’10, 170), tight 
end/line backer Devin 
Hall (6’2, 220), offen-
sive/defensive lineman 
Noah Tepe (5’11, 185), 
offensive/defensive 
lineman Kyle Lough-
ner (6’0, 210) and wide 
receiver/defensive 
back Evan Dressel (5’8, 
160) and juniors wide 
receiver/linebacker 

Sam Easter (6’1, 180), 
wide receiver/defensive 
back Lucas Schwartz-
kopf (5’9, 135), offen-
sive/defensive lineman 
Nolan Krack (6’1, 240) 
and offensive/defensive 
lineman Ty Carter (6’0, 
200).

Gantner, Red Bud’s 
leading rusher, was a 
Cahokia Conference 
Illinois Division all-
conference selection 
on offense, while Hall, 
the team’s top tackler, 
was all-conference on 
defense.

“Compared to last 
year, our defense should 
be better,” Lucht said. 
“We’re looking at that 
being our strength, es-
pecially early on when 
we’re trying to fi nd a 
quarterback and help 
them get comfortable. 
Our running game 
should also be better 
than last year.”

Perhaps the biggest 
question mark for the 
Musketeers is the quar-
terback situation.

During its scrimmage 
August 19, Red Bud took 
a look at seniors Thom-
as Friess (5’11, 185) and 
Ayden Shemwell (5’9, 
150) and sophomore 
Dylan Oliver (5’10, 150). 

Shemwell did throw 
for 166 yards last sea-
son, but no matter who 
wins the starting job, 
it will be their first 
season as a starting 
varsity quarterback.

“The maroon-white 
night was a big night 
for all three of them,” 
Lucht said. “They all 
bring different dy-
namics to the position. 

Friess is more of a deep 
threat and is stronger 
and can run the ball. 
Shemwell is very smart, 
also gives us the run 
element and is capable 
of leading the offense. 
He and Friess are both 
captains. Or, with Oli-
ver, being a sophomore, 
if he pans out, having 
him for three years at 
the position would be 
nice.

“Nobody has really 
bridged the gap so far. 
We’ll have to make a 
decision, and hopefully 
it’s the best decision.”

No matter who the 
quarterback is, Red 
Bud has confi dence in 
the players around him.

In addition to Gant-
ner, junior running 
back/linebacker Trace 
Wagner (5’10, 160), 
sophomore running 
back/linebacker Gavin 
Baldwin (5’8, 150) and 
senior running back/
linebacker Mitch Flem-
ing (5’7, 165) are expect-
ed to see carries. Hall 
also has experience 
running the ball.

On the outside, Dressel 
and Easter are starting 
wide receivers, with 

junior wide receiver/
defensive back Owen 
Liefer (6’1, 160) and 
junior wide receiver/
linebacker Chase Lucht 
(5’10, 160) in the mix, 
as well.

“On the offensive line, 
we’re kind of just re-
placing one player,” 
Lucht said. “We’re still 
kind of undersized 
compared to what we 
will see, but we were 
smaller at the position 
last year and did a pret-
ty good job. All of them 
got better. If those guys 
execute, we’ll have a 
chance.”

Defensively,  Hall , 
Schwartzkopf, Gantner 
and Dressel are some of 
the team’s top tacklers 
from a season ago.

Several other players 
expected to make an 
impact are senior de-
fensive lineman/tight 
end Jarrell Nesbitt (6’4, 
230), who transferred 
in from Sparta, junior 
linebacker/offensive 
lineman Dylan Mine-
mann (6’0, 210) and 
senior defensive/offen-
sive lineman William 
Chausse (6’1, 290).

“We bring back both 

inside linebackers from 
last year, two outside 
linebackers and our 
starting safety comes 
back,” Lucht said. “We 
gained Nesbitt, who 
will be a big force on 
the end for us. We’re 
planning on being stout 
defensively. 

“It could take a cou-
ple of games for our 
offense to get comfort-
able, so we’re hoping 
the defense can get it 
done.”

Those f irst  three 
games of the season 
will be critical as it per-
tains to the postseason.

Red Bud opens with 
three nonconference 
games at home against 
Pinckneyville and Rox-
ana and at Breese Cen-
tral.

“Ideally, we come out 
of that 3-0, but those 
are three tough teams,” 
Lucht said. “Going 2-1 
still gives us a pretty 
good chance, but if we 
go 0-3, we will have a 
hard road and a lot of 
work to do. We’re want-
ing to get back in the 
playoffs, so we have to 

Continued on Page 29

Schedules
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Sparta Bulldogs
Schedules

FOOTBALL
August

08/26 vs. Freeburg
September

09/02 at Paxton 
          Buckley-Loda
09/09 vs. W. Frankfort
09/16 at Chester
09/23 at Red Bud
09/30 vs. Wesclin

October
10/07 at Carlyle
10/14 vs. Dupo
10/21 at Brentwood, MO

VOLLEYBALL
August

08/22 at Elverado
08/25 vs. Steeleville
08/30 vs. Valmeyer

September
09/01 at Carlyle
09/03 Du Quoin Invite
09/06 vs. Wesclin
09/08 vs. Okawville
09/13 at Marissa-
            Coulterville
09/15 vs. Chester
09/19 at Dupo
09/20-22 Trico Invite
09/27 vs. Red Bud
09/29 at Wesclin

October
10/01 Sparta Invite
10/04 at Madison
10/06 vs. Carlyle
10/08 Red Bud Invite
10/11 at Chester
10/13 at Okawville
10/17 vs. New Athens
10/18 at Christopher
10/20 at Red Bud

CROSS COUNTRY
August

08/22 at New Athens
08/27 at Metro East

September
09/01 at Murphysboro
09/06 at Marissa
09/13 Home Invite
09/15 at Du Quoin
09/19 at Nashville
09/24 at Freeburg
09/29 at Chester

October
10/06 at Pinckneyville
10/15 Cahokia
         Conference Meet

Sparta Football Team

Turning progress into wins is football priority
By Dan Zobel

This  season wil l 
mark the third for 
Kyle Gerlach as head 
coach of the Sparta 
High School football 
team.

While progress has 
yet to show up in the 
win column, Gerlach is 
confi dent that things 
are moving forward.

Gerlach’s first sea-
son took place during 
the shortened COVID 
season. The Bulldogs 
went winless in four 
games that season and 
were forced to cancel 
three other scheduled 
games because of a 

lack of players.
Last season, Sparta 

struggled again out of 
the gate and ultimately 
fi nished 0-9, including 
0-5 in its fi rst season 
in the Cahokia Confer-
ence Illinois Division.

However, during three 
conference losses from 
Week 6 through Week 
8, Sparta lost by just 
a combined 22 points. 
One of those losses 
came in triple-overtime 
against Carlyle.

This season, it will 
be about turning those 
close losses into vic-
tories. Sparta has not 
won more than two 

games in a season since 
it fi nished 5-4 in 2015.

“Our goals for this 
season are to get some 
wins,” Gerlach said. “I 
feel that we have the 
athletes to do it, but 
we are lacking some 
depth.”

Sparta has seven re-
turning starters from 
last season.

Those Bulldogs are 
seniors linebacker/
quarterback Dushon 
Williams (5’9, 180), 
wide receiver/defensive 
back Landon Walter 
(6’0, 170) and wide re-
ceiver/defensive back 
Torre Lofton (6’0, 145), 

juniors linebacker/run-
ning back Zach Bode-
ker (6’1, 180), offensive 
lineman/linebacker 
Lucas Dotson (6’0, 190) 
and offensive/defen-
sive lineman Jamar-
ian Henry (5’10, 300) 
and sophomore punter/
kicker Alex Robertson 
(6’2, 200).

“Offensively, we want 
to get the ball in the 
hands of our play-mak-
ers as quickly as possi-
ble and let them make 
plays,” Gerlach said. 
“We want to spread the 
defense out so we can 
run. On defense, we 
want to attack down-

hill, get after people, 
rally to the ball and 
get some turnovers. 
On defense, our players 
understand things a 
lot better than they did 
last year.”

Other players expect-
ed to fi ll roles for the 
Bulldogs are senior 
wide receiver/defen-
sive back Damarion 
Williams (5’7, 135), jun-
iors tight end/defensive 
back Braylin Walker 
(5’8, 155), wide receiv-
er/defensive back Ian 
Salinas (5’8, 135) and 
Kaiden Kloth (5’10, 165),

Continued on Page 29
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Prep cross country is off  and running
Trico Pioneers to embark on their fi rst season of cross country

Chester
Yellow Jackets

Coach Chris Kern 
is high on his boys 
and girls freshmen 
class, while believ-
ing this year’s group 
of Yellow Jacket boys 
could bring a lot to 
the table.

The boys team re-
turns senior Jacob 
Handel, junior Blake 
Farmer and sopho-
more Will Welge to 
the squad. 

Last season, Han-
del placed 31st at re-
gionals, missing a 
sectional qualifying 
spot by 23 seconds. In 
the Cahokia Confer-
ence Illinois Division 
standings, Farmer 
was the team’s top 
runner.

The boys have 
four freshman run-
ners, including jun-
ior high standout 
Gabe Coffman, who 
earned sixth overall 
at the SIJHSAA Class 
L state cross country 
meet as a Chester 
eighth-grader. Ches-
ter placed 19th at 
state.

“Our guys team 
this year is the best 
I’ve had a chance to 
coach since I started 
coaching fi ve years 
ago,” Kern said. “I 
am looking forward 
to that.”

The Chester girls 
team has just four 
girls on its roster, 
with junior Josalynn 
Anaya returning 
from last season.

Kern expects an-
other freshman to 
pave the way for the 
Lady Yellow Jack-
ets, with Addie May 
beginning her prep 
career. As an eighth-
grader, May won a 

regional champion-
ship and picked up 
fourth place at the SI-
JHSAA Class L state 
meet, where she fi n-
ished only fi ve seconds 
off of the second-place 
time.

“I have an abun-
dance of freshman this 
year who I think have 
quite a bit of potential, 
but Gabe and Addie 
will be competing for 
top spots this year,” 
Kern said. “It will be 
fun to watch them all 
get better as the year 
goes on.”

The Chester boys 
earned fourth in the Il-
linois Division last sea-
son, while the girls did 
not have enough run-
ners for a team score.

Kern expects the 
boys team to challenge 
for the conference ti-
tle, which was won by 
Trenton-Wesclin last 
season, with several 
boys and a girls hav-
ing an opportunity at 
all-conference.

“I’m just looking for-
ward to seeing how 
this young team grows 
and how our lone sen-
ior leader Jacob Han-
del and junior Blake 
Farmer help push all 
of these freshmen to 
get better,” Kern said.

Boys Roster
Senior

Jacob Handel
Junior

Blake Farmer
Sophomore

Will Welge
Freshmen

Gabe Coffman
Drew Wilderman
Gavin Wilderman
Ivan Hobbs

Girls Roster
Juniors

Josalynn Anaya

Rylie McDonough
Freshmen

Addie May
Mackenzie Deimund

Christ Our Savior
Soldiers

The Christ Our 
Savior Lutheran 
School in Evansville 
will have just two 
cross country runners 
this season, both being 
sophomores.

Charlie Rahlfs 
brings some experi-
ence back from run-
ning last year, but 
Davin Dethrow is new 
to the team.

“Davin is a new run-
ner with us, but he is 
eagerly ready to put 
in extra work at prac-
tice,” said coach Izayah 
Miller. “Davin and 
Charlie are both tar-
geting for new person-
al and possibly school 
records.”

Boys Roster
Sophomores

Charlie Rahlfs
Davin Dethrow

Du Quoin
Indians

The Du Quoin High 
School girls cross 
country team contin-
ued its build toward 
the top last season 
with an 11th-place fi n-
ish at the state meet.

That achievement 
came after the Lady 
Indians were 25th at 
state in 2016, 23rd in 
2017, 17th in 2018 and 
14th in 2019.

Du Quoin won its 
third consecutive sec-
tional championship 
and fourth straight 
SIRR Mississippi title.

The Lady Indians 
will have to replace its 
top two runners from 
last season.

Olivia Phillips and 

Lauren Heape graduat-
ed, but the team brings 
back three runners 
from its top group.

That trio consists of 
junior Kallie Oestrei-
cher and sophomores 
Maggie Kellerman and 
Issy Phillips.

Coach Eric Kirkpat-
rick expects the other 
four spots to be fi lled 
out of a group that in-
cludes juniors Lainey 
Miller, Clair Rose and 
Olivia Numi, sopho-
more Grace Phipps and 
freshmen Ava Gregory 
and Adison Ichou. 

Gregory placed 24th 
at the SIJHSAA Class 
L state meet as a Du 
Quoin Middle School 
eighth-grader.

“Our expectations 
are focused around 
individual improve-
ment,” Kirkpatrick 
said. “We feel like if 
athletes are improving 
individually through-
out the season, the rest 
of our goals will fall 
into place.”

Du Quoin’s fourth 
straight conference ti-
tle was claimed by top-
ping rival Pinckney-
ville by 13 points. The 
Lady Indians had four 
all-conference run-
ners, including Oes-
treicher and Issy Phil-
lips.

“As always, we com-
pete in a very deep and 
talented conference,” 
Kirkpatrick said. “Eve-
ry school on the Mis-
sissippi side competes 
to win in every sport, 
and cross country is no 
different. 

“We expect every 
team on our side of the 
conference to push for 
the championship. 

“We hope to continue 
to be in the conversa-
tion for the top spot.”

Girls Roster
Juniors

Lainey Miller
Clair Rose
Olivia Numi
Kallie Oestreicher

Sophomores
Maggie Kellerman
Issy Phillips
Grace Phipps

Freshmen
Ava Gregory
Adison Ichou

Du Quoin’s boys team 
will fi eld fi ve runners, 
including returners 
juniors Conor Gross 
and Reid Tilley.

Gross was an all-
conference runner last 
season. The Indians 
placed fi fth at region-
als to advance to sec-
tionals.

Like the girls, the 
boys will have to re-
place its top two run-
ners, Landen Swiney 
and Nathan Smith, 
from last season. Both 
were seniors who qual-
ifi ed for state.

Gross and Tilley will 
be joined by junior Da-
vid Bower and fresh-
men Hunter Martin 
and Zach Tilley. 

Martin, as an eighth 
grader, ran at the SI-
JHSAA Class L state 
meet, placing 73rd.

“We are a small 
group on the boys 
side,” Kirkpatrick said. 
“We just want to see 
the athletes improve 
from week to week.”

Boy Roster
Juniors

Conor Gross
Reid Tilley
David Bower

Freshmen
Hunter Martin
Zach Tilley

Marissa-Coulterville
Meteors

The Marissa-Coul-
terville boys cross 
country team placed 
fi fth last season at re-
gionals to advance to 
the sectional round.

The Meteors had 
no seniors running 
for that qualify-
ing squad, so it will 
bring back a group 
that has experienced 
success.

Five of those re-
turning runners are 
senior Josh Leemon, 
juniors Tanner Mid-
dendorf and Ethan 
Prest and sopho-
mores Brock Portz 
and Joey Lay.

M i d d e n d o r f 
brought home 15th 
overall at the region-
al race, while Lee-
mon was 29th, Portz 
35th and Prest 39th, 
giving the Meteors 
four runners in the 
top 40.

“Our goals this sea-
son are to be competi-
tive,” said Marissa-
Coulterville coach 
Matt Espenscheid. 
“We are still a young 
team and are look-
ing to make improve-
ments as the season 
goes along.”

Marissa-Coulter-
ville was also second 
in the Cahokia Con-
ference Kaskaskia 
Division, fi nishing 
only behind Steele-
ville, which has won 
the conference for 
fi ve seasons in a row.

Middendorf and 
Portz fi nished as top 
10 conference run-
ners.

“Steeleville is al-
ways a great team in 
our conference,” Es-
penscheid said. “We 
just want to compete 

Continued on Page 26
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and see improve-
ments.”

The Meteors will 
have two other sopho-
more runners and one 
freshman. 

That freshman is 
Marshall Prest, who 
placed 100th last sea-
son at the SIJHSAA 
Class S state meet for 
Marissa Junior High.

Marissa-Coulterville 
has just one girl this 
season, senior Paige 
Daenzer.

Last season, Daen-
zer placed 20th at re-
gionals and was just 
two spots and fi ve sec-
onds from the fi nal 
sectional qualifying 
position. She fi nished 
sixth at the confer-
ence meet, as well.

“We are excited 
about this season,” Es-
penscheid said. “We 
have been working 
hard, and we have 
seen some improve-
ments since last sea-
son. 

“We have great kids 
on this team who are 
just fun to be around. 
They push each other 
every day.”

Boys Roster
Senior

Josh Leemon
Juniors

Tanner Middendorf
Ethan Prest

Sophomores
Brock Portz
Joey Lay
James Hamon
Fred Klingeman

Freshman
Marshall Prest

Girls Roster
Senior

Paige Daenzer

Pinckneyville
Panthers

Junior Isaac Teel 
will lead the Pinck-
neyville High School 
boys cross country 
team into battle.

Teel is coming off 
of another memorable 
season, in which he 
fi nished fi fth at the 
IHSA state meet, sec-
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ond in regionals and 
picked up his second 
straight SIRR Missis-
sippi title.

Teel added to his ac-
colades in the spring 
during track season, 
where he, among oth-
er top fi nishes, won a 
state championship in 
the 1600-meter run.

In addition to Teel, 
the boys will bring 
back junior Noah Bled-
soe and sophomore 
Landen Carter from a 
Panther team that fi n-
ished ninth at state.

The trip to state was 
its fi fth in the last eight 
seasons. Pinckneyville 
also has won regional 
titles in three of the last 
seven seasons.

“We always want to 
have a fun year and 
to continue to improve 
throughout the year,” 
said Pinckneyville 
coach Ryan Bruns. “I’m 
sure Isaac has some 
lofty individual goals.”

The Panthers have a 
freshman class of fi ve 
runners in addition to 
a pair of sophomores. 
Bruns expects several 
of them to compete for 
varsity spots.

“The boys are really 
young,” Bruns said. 
“Sophomore Brenden 
Conway did not run last 
year, but he is primed to 
be part of the varsity, as 
well.”

The Pinckneyville 
girls team was also 
strong a season ago, 
and the Lady Panthers 
will have three return-
ing from that group 
in addition to another 
who was injured last 
season.

The Lady Panthers 
placed second in the 
conference and at re-
gionals and sectionals, 
fi nishing behind rival 
Du Quoin each time.

Junior Emily Baggett 
and sophomores Vanes-
sa Teel and Zoey Con-
way return as top run-
ners from that group.

Teel and Conway 
were all-conference as 
freshmen. Teel picked 

up third at regionals, 
fi fth at sectionals and 
53rd at state, where 
Pinckneyville was 18th 
as a team.

Bruns has junior 
Sofi a Castellano, who 
was injured as a soph-
omore, penciled into 
a varsity spot. Other 
runners he expects to 
challenge for the open 
spots are senior Rori 
Wright, junior Michae-
la Skorch, sophomore 
Izzy Baggett and fresh-
man Madison Bruns.

Both the Pinckney-
ville boys and girls 
will be ready for an-
other strong conference 
showing this season, but 
Bruns is keeping the fo-
cus on their own teams.

“If we stay healthy, I 
think we can be very 
competitive,” Bruns said. 
“I pay attention to other 
schools, but why worry? 
Take care of yourself, 
and the rest will follow 
suit.”

Boys Roster
Senior

Andrew Wagner
Juniors

Isaac Teel
Will Forbes
Noah Bledsoe

Sophomores
Landen Carter
Brendan Conway

Freshmen
Brody Wilt
Landen Boman
Christian Queen
Miles Doerfl ein
Cale Schneider

Girls Roster
Seniors

Rori Wright
Maddy Doerfl ein
Avery Wilt

Juniors
Emily Baggett
Sofi a Castellano
Michaela Skorch

Sophomores
Vanessa Teel

Zoey Conway
Izzy Baggett

Freshman
Madison Bruns

Red Bud
Musketeers

Led by state qualifi er 
Nick Fehr, the Red Bud 
High School boys cross 
country team advanced 
to sectionals last season.

However, Fehr and 
several other runners 
graduated last spring, 
and this season’s boys 
team has just four com-
petitors.

Senior Joseph Hanger, 
juniors Cameron Hill 
and Kadin Summers 
and sophomore Lucas 
Miller competed last sea-
son, with Miller placing 
inside the top 100 at sec-
tionals.

“I look for senior Jo-
seph Hanger to take the 
lead early, as he has put 
in the summer miles,” 
said Red Bud coach Julie 
Fehr. Unfortunately, we 
have gained no fresh-
men, so we will not have 
enough to score a team.”

The Musketeers placed 
second in the Cahokia 
Conference Illinois Divi-
sion last season, just six 
points behind champion 
Trenton-Wesclin. 

Miller picked up a top 
six position in that com-
petition. Red Bud was 
also second at regionals, 
with Miller and Hanger 
both fi nishing in the top 
40.

Boys Roster
Senior

Joseph Hanger
Juniors

Cameron Hill
Kadin Summers

Sophomore
Lucas Miller

The Red Bud girls 
team will have a slew 
of upperclassmen this 

season, including sen-
ior Anna Wolter, who 
was the team’s top run-
ner a season ago.

Wolter fi nished 14th 
at regionals as a jun-
ior and advanced to 
sectionals, where she 
picked up 75th. In the 
conference, she was 
eighth overall.

“She is a veteran run-
ner, and I look for her 
to have another solid 
season,” Fehr said. “The 
rest of my girls team 
was out with various 
injuries throughout 
the season, and none of 
them ran with any con-
sistency. We are look-
ing to change that, as 
all of them return this 
year more determined.”

Between the team’s 
junior and senior class-
es, Red Bud will have 
seven runners, in addi-
tion to one sophomore 
and one freshman.

The freshman is 
Ayden Burgess, who 
placed 104th as a Red 
Bud Elementary eighth-
grader at the SIJHSAA 
Class L state meet.

“I look for the girls 
team to make an im-
pression,” Fehr said. “As 
the season progresses, I 
think they will be one 
to watch.”

Red Bud did not have 
enough girls running 
last season to vie for 
the conference title, but 
Fehr is confi dent they 
can take a stab at it this 
year. The Lady Musket-
eers won the confer-
ence in 2020. Okawville 
won the conference last 
season.

“Sparta and Okaw-
ville will again be 
strong competition at 
conference,” Fehr said, 
“but our girls team 
wants to reclaim that 
conference title and 
advance in the postsea-

son.” 

Girls Roster
Seniors

Simone Liefer
Anna Wolter

Juniors
Mia Beshoar
Kamry Koester
Emilee Liefer
Emma Heinemann
Harlie Braun

Sophomore
Abby Pyles

Freshman
Ayden Burgess

Sparta
Bulldogs

The Sparta High 
School cross country 
program has high hopes 
heading into this sea-
son, and the girls should 
be an entertaining team 
to watch this fall.

“My team is so posi-
tive right now,” said 
coach Brittany Toler. 
“They have all heart in 
running, and I appre-
ciate that. We’ve had a 
lot of fun over the sum-
mer.”

The Lady Bulldogs 
return fi ve of their top 
runners from last sea-
son and add two new 
racers to that pool.

Seniors Sadie Hamil-
ton, Hayley Drake and 
Daira Sangurima have 
achieved success in the 
program since they 
were freshmen when 
the Sparta team ad-
vanced to sectionals.

Hamilton then ad-
vanced to sectionals her 
sophomore season, and 
Sparta’s entire team 
made it back again last 
season.

“I truly hope my sen-
iors end their careers 
well,” Toler said. “I 
want them to get all-
conference and go 
to at least sectionals. 

Continued on Page 27
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That would be great.”

Sophomores Elise 
Hamilton and Court-
ney Drake, the sisters 
of Sadie Hamilton and 
Hayley Drake, round 
out the Lady Bulldog 
top fi ve.

At regionals last sea-
son the Lady Bulldogs 
earned fourth. Sadie 
Hamilton fi nished 
eighth, while Hayley 
Drake and Elise Hamil-
ton both fi nished in the 
top 20 and Courtney 
Drake and Sangurima 
the top 30.

At sectionals, Hayley 
Drake was the team’s 
top runner in 51st.

Sparta, in its fi rst 
season in the Cahokia 
Conference Illinois Di-
vision, was second in 
the conference last sea-
son. The team’s top fi ve 
runners placed in the 
top 13.

“I don’t see why they 
can’t all make all-con-
ference; they have it 
in them,” Toler said. 
“We’re going to take 
home the title.”

Joining that goal are 
sophomore Abby Her-
nandez and freshman 
Chloe Adams, who was 
a standout runner last 
season for Evansville 
Attendance Center, 
placing 27th at the SI-
JHSAA Class S state 
meet.

One of the other 
things that Sparta bat-
tles throughout the 
season is having the 
majority of its cross 
country runners also 
playing volleyball.

“When we have our 
whole team, we can 
win races,” Toler said. 
“When they have vol-
leyball practice one day, 
they still get together 
and run. They are truly 
dedicated.”

Girls Roster
Seniors

Sadie Hamilton
Daira Sangurima
Hayley Drake

Sophomores
Elise Hamilton

Courtney Drake
Abby Hernandez

Freshman
Chloe Adams

Sparta has just four 
boys on its team this sea-
son, led by senior Reese 
Smith, who is joined by 
juniors Jacob Huether 
and Grant Walter and 
freshman Josue Lopez.

Smith was 24th in the 
conference last season, 
while Huether is the 
team’s top returning 
runner from regionals.

Lopez was a strong 
runner as an eighth-
grader for Steeleville 
Elementary. He fi nished 
28th at the SIJHSAA 
Class S state meet.

“The boys have been 
practicing really hard 
this summer. I hope for 
them to go to section-
als,” Toler said. “A lot of 
them are starting to step 
up, and I think we will 
go further than we have 
before.”

Boys Roster
Senior

Reese Smith
Juniors

Jacob Huether
Grant Walter

Freshman
Josue Lopez

Steeleville
Warriors

The Steeleville High 
School boys cross coun-
try team returned to the 
state meet last season 
for the third time in four 
years.

The Warriors also 
won its fi fth consecu-
tive Cahokia Confer-
ence championship and 
brought home its third 
regional title in fi ve sea-
sons.

At sectionals, Steel-
eville was third, placing 
only behind Pinckney-
ville and Benton.

The Warriors saw 
their top runner, Chris-
tian Rees, graduate but 
will return four from 
last season’s top group. 
Those four are senior 
Clayton Donagher and 

juniors Cayton Cratch, 
Camden Pierce and 
Nikolas Rubach.

Cratch placed second, 
Donagher third and 
Pierce fi fth at the con-
ference. That trio also 
placed within the top 40 
at sectionals and the top 
10 at regionals.

“The four that we 
have coming back are 
strong and have worked 
hard all summer,” said 
Steeleville coach Neal 
Haertling. “Along with 
the newcomers, we are 
looking for big things 
from them.”

Making up the rest 
of the team are sopho-
mores Tyler Ernsting, 
Mason Gall, Andrew 
Welton and freshman 
Cody Mevert.

“Tyler and Andrew 
will be the ones who 
will need to step up the 
pace to get that fi fth 
and sixth spot fi lled,” 
Haertling said. “Mason 
and Cody, at the end of 
the year, will have some 
big improvements and 
contend for that seventh 
spot.”

Despite all of the suc-
cess that has come out 
of the Steeleville cross 
country program, this 
will mark the fourth 
straight season that the 
team has just one senior.

“This is nothing unfa-
miliar for me,” Haertling 
said. “We will go out and 
compete at the highest 
level, always working to-
ward being conference 
champions and the end 
the end of the season. 

“These boys work very 
well together. We run as 
one; we work as a team, 
and we fi nish as a fam-
ily.”

Boys Roster
Senior

Clayton Donagher
Juniors

Cayton Cratch
Camden Pierce
Nikolas Rubach

Sophomores
Tyler Ernsting
Mason Gall
Andrew Welton

Freshman
Cody Mevert

The Steeleville girls 
team will have only one 
runner this season, jun-
ior Aubrey Bockhorn.

Bockhorn enjoyed a 
strong season as a soph-
omore, placing third at 
conference, 16th at re-
gionals and 90th at sec-
tionals.

“Aubrey is the only girl 
this season,” Haertling 
said. “She will be out 
there running for the 
Warriors and giving it 
all that she has.”

Girls Roster
Junior

Aubrey Bockhorn

Trico
Pioneers

The fi rst season of 
cross country at Trico 
High School will feature 
13 runners, with eight 
girls and fi ve boys.

The potential for con-
tinued growth is high, 
as of those 13 runners, 
10 are either sopho-
mores or freshmen.

“With the program 
being in its inaugural 
season, my hopes are to 
be competitive in every 
meet we run in,” said 
coach Blake Hample-
man. “We have some 
great runners for our 
fi rst year, which I hope 
will make an impact 
throughout the season.”

Hampleman has al-
ready seen the dedica-
tion of his runners on 
display, as they have 
chosen to come in before 
school to practice, rather 
than wait until after the 
school day is over.

“Most kids will not do 
that,” Hampleman said. 
“We tell ourselves every 
day that we are setting 
ourselves apart from the 
regular student. Start-
ing a brand new pro-
gram from the ground 
up is very challenging, 
especially competing 
against well-established 
programs that have com-
pleted summer running 
exercises and have many 

outstanding runners of 
their own.

“Our runners push 
themselves every day to 
get better. I truly believe 
we are building some-
thing special in Trico.”

The Pioneer boys 
feature seniors Logan 
Smith and Gavin Wilks, 
sophomore Qwentin 
McBride and freshmen 
William Grau and CJ 
Woodside.

The girls team has 
just one runner above a 
sophomore, with junior 
Katelyn Allen. The rest 
of the team are sopho-
mores Ariana McBride 
and Allie Robinson and 
freshmen Cate Ziarnek, 
Shiana Pierce, Paige 
Hamilton, Hayleigh 
Franklin and Camryn 
Neville.

“My expectations for 
this season are to devel-
op strong runners and 
build a program that 
becomes a premier sport 

for our community,” 
Hampleman said. “Like 
many other successful 
sports offered at Trico, 
the cross country team 
is built on the founda-
tion that hard work 
pays off.”

Boys Roster
Seniors

Logan Smith
Gavin Wilks

Sophomore
Qwentin McBride

Freshmen
William Grau
CJ Woodside

Girls Roster
Junior

Katelyn Allen
Sophomores

Ariana McBride
Allie Robinson

Freshmen
Cate Ziarnek
Shiana Pierce
Paige Hamilton
Hayleigh Franklin
Camryn Neville
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core will begin with 
seniors setter/outside 
hitter Autumn Gil-
ley, middle blocker 
Carleigh Rhodes and 
setter Mackenzie Jet-
ton, junior right side 
player Gabby Schmei-
derer and sophomore 
outside hitter Katlyn 
Rednour.

Other players Weis 
will turn to at the be-
ginning of the season 
include junior defen-
sive specialists Shelby 
Brown and Shaylee 
Strong, sophomores 
right side player 
Hannah Krause and 
defensive specialist 
Lauren Fietsam and 
sophomore middle 
blocker Annie Villar-
real.

“We will rely a lot 
on Autumn, Carleigh, 
Katlyn and Annie to 
put the ball away in 
the front row,” Weis 
said. “All four of them 
have a great arm 
swing and are deter-
mined to get better 
every day.

“I’m expecting An-
nie  to be quite a lead-
er for our team. She 
has been working re-
ally hard and going 
to volleyball camps 
to get better, and it 
is showing on the 
court how much she 
is learning. She’s tall, 
athletic and is our 
most complex hitter 
right now. If she stays 
consistent, she will be 
dangerous.”

Weis expects Strong 
and Brown to be key 
to the team’s passing 
game. As for setting, 
Schmeiderer, Gilley 
and Jetton each have 
experience, although 
they have different 
strengths depending 
where they are on the 
court.

“Schmeiderer was 
our starting setter 
along with Gilley 
last year,” Weis said. 
“We have noticed that 
Schmeiderer thrives 
more passing and 
playing in the front 
row rather than set-
ting, so Jetton stepped 
up as a backup setter 
from last year to be-
ing the most accurate 
setter on the team so 
far. (Jetton) stepping 
up and taking on 
this leadership role 
has helped the team 
greatly.”

Marissa-Coulter -
ville fi nished 4-6 in 
the Cahokia Confer-
ence Kaskaskia Divi-
sion last season. The 
Lady Meteors were 
eliminated from the 
postseason in a Class 
1A regional quarter-
fi nal match against 
Christ Our Rock Lu-
theran Centralia.

Not long ago, in 
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2019, Marissa-Coulter-
ville won 28 matches 
and advanced to the 
regional fi nals. That 
season, however, is the 
team’s only winning 
season since 2008.

“I expect to be very 
competitive this year, 
and we are determined 
to have a winning sea-
son,” Weis said. “Our 
team goal is to develop 
great chemistry and 
know each other’s 
strengths and weak-
nesses. I think that is 
a crucial part in vol-
leyball, knowing truly 
who your teammates 
are.

“Our girls have been 
working extremely 
hard to become better 
every day. As long as 
we stay competitive, 
we see great success 
coming this season.”

Varsity Roster
Seniors

Carleigh Rhodes
Autumn Gilley
Mackenzie Jetton

Juniors
Shelby Brown
Shaylee Strong
Gabby Schmeiderer

Sophomores
Hannah Krause
Annie Villarreal
Katlyn Rednour
Lauren Fietsam

Pinckneyville
Lady Panthers

The fi rst season with 
Katie Shaneyfelt as 
coach went well last 
year for Pinckneyville, 
as the Lady Panthers 
fi nished 24-7 overall 
and won the SIRR Mis-
sissippi title.

The conference 
championship was 
the second outright 
title in a row for the 
Lady Panthers and 
the fi fth season in a 
row that Pinckneyville 
has claimed at least 
a share of the confer-
ence.

P i n c k n e y v i l l e , 
though, lost to SIRR 
Mississippi foe Cart-
erville in a grueling 
three-set match in 
a Class 2A regional 
championship game, 
seeing its season end 
prematurely. Carter-
ville went on to ad-
vance all the way to 
the Elite Eight.

Pinckneyville re-
turns three main 
starters from last sea-
son’s club, seniors Ad-
die Waggoner, Jillian 
Shaneyfelt and Emily 
Ruppert.

That trio was named 
to the all-conference 
and SICA all-south 
teams last season, 
with Waggoner and 
Shaneyfelt also be-
ing all-conference and 
all-south selections as 
sophomores.

“All three of them 

have been varsity start-
ers since their fresh-
man year,” Shaneyfelt 
said. “All three will 
play a large role in of-
fense and defense for 
our team.”

Waggoner is the 
team’s returning kill 
leader, Shaneyfelt as-
sist leader and Rup-
pert the leader in digs.

Other players 
Shaneyfelt expects to 
be in the mix are soph-
omores Bella Morgan, 
Kendyl Bleyer, Made-
lyn Hutchcraft and 
Jacqueline Dill and 
junior Cara Numi.

“Morgan and Bleyer 
play in the middle,” 
Shaneyfelt said. “I 
look for Hutchcraft to 
contribute a lot defen-
sively on the right side. 
She is also a very nice 
right side hitter. Dill 
will set and play out-
side, and Numi helps 
on the right side as a 
hitter.”

Varsity Roster
Seniors

Allison Szostak
Jillian Shaneyfelt
Emily Ruppert
Gabby Pasquino
Addie Waggoner
Jaleigh Moss

Juniors
Ava Adcock
Cara Numi

Sophomores
Madelynn Hutchcraft
Jacqueline Dill
Kendyl Bleyer
Bella Morgan
Alyssa Brokering

Freshman
Ella Keene

Red Bud
Lady Musketeers

The Red Bud High 
School volleyball is 
looking for a bounce 
back season after com-
ing away with just 10 
victories last year.

Red Bud fi nished 
10-25-2 overall and 3-7 
during its fi rst year in 
the Cahokia Confer-
ence Illinois Division.

The two previous 
seasons for the Lady 
Musketeers saw them 
fi nish with winning 
records and pick up a 
combined 19 wins in 
the Kaskaskia Divi-
sion.

During the 2017 and 
2018 seasons, Red Bud 
won regional champi-
onship matches. Last 
year, Red Bud was 
knocked out of the 
playoffs by Columbia 
in a Class 2A regional 
quarterfi nal game.

“We have some big 
goals after coming off 
a tough season last 
year,” said coach Erin 
Legendre. “The team 
worked really hard 
this summer, compet-
ing in three summer 
tournaments. The 
team is really clicking 

in practice.”
The team lost eight 

seniors from last 
year’s roster but has a 
solid core returning.

Among that group 
are senior Allie Zip-
fel and junior Dakota 
Hohgrefe on the out-
side with sophomore 
Sofi a Jones returning 
as a middle hitter. Sen-
ior Madison Falken-
hain is moving from 
the right side to the 
middle.

Senior Aubrey Piel 
will play on the right 
side while sharing 
setting duties with re-
turning setter junior 
Claire Diewald and 
new setter sophomore 
Emme Deterding.

On defense, junior 
Josie Meyer returns as 
an asset with new var-
sity player junior Sam 
Cockrell.

Senior Kiana Du-
Frenne-Klein is expect-
ed to play on the right 
side, and Red Bud will 
also have new middle 
hitter, sophomore Jeda 
Friess.

Varsity Roster
Seniors

Madison Falkenhain
Allie Zipfel
Kiana DuFrenne-Klein
Aubrey Piel

Juniors
Dakota Hohgrefe
Sam Cockrell
Josie Meyer
Claire Diewald

Sophomores
Jeda Friess
Emme Deterding
Sofi a Jones

Sparta
Lady Bulldogs

Last year, the Sparta 
High School volleyball 
team achieved its sev-
enth winning season 
in 10 years with Abbey 
Miles as coach.

The Lady Bulldogs 
were 15-12 but fi n-
ished just 2-8 during 
its fi rst season in the 
Cahokia Conference 
Illinois Division. They 
were knocked out of 
the playoffs in a Class 
2A regional semifi nal 
game against Nash-
ville, which advanced 
to the sectional fi nals.

Sparta returns fi ve 
starters from last sea-
son’s outfi t and will 
have a senior-laden 
club this year with 
nine seniors on the 
team.

“I am looking for-
ward to a great year,” 
Miles said. “Last year 
taught us as a team 
how to be resilient. 
We were dealt some 
tough blows with inju-
ries and illness, but we 
have learned how to be 
better teammates, and 
have grown from that 
process. 

“I am expecting to 

come each night and 
play hard, limit our 
own mistakes and win 
with effort.”

Returning starters 
from last season for 
the Lady Bulldogs are 
seniors libero/defen-
sive specialist Karli 
Thornton, middle hit-
ter Anna McDonald, 
setter Sadie Hamilton 
and defensive special-
ist Hayley Drake.

Out of the gate, Miles 
will also rely on sen-
iors right side hitter 
Sydney Rheinecker, 
setter Molly Huether, 
defensive specialist 
Madi Mahan, middle 
hitter Mariah Rein-
hardt and outside hit-
ter Olivia Schilling. 
Schilling was a varsity 
starter as a sophomore 
but was hampered 
with injuries as a jun-
ior.

“We’re returning a 
large portion of our 
varsity lineup from 
last year,” Miles said. 
“We will have a ton of 
varsity experience on 
the fl oor.”

Despite just winning 
two matches last sea-
son in the conference, 
Miles expects great 
things this year. She 
expects Sparta to be in 
the hunt for the top of 
the conference by the 
end of October.

Sparta last played 
for a regional cham-
pionship in 2013, 
when the Lady Bull-
dogs were defeated by 
Pinckneyville in the 
fi nals. Sparta’s most 
recent regional title 
came the year prior in 
2012, the year the Lady 
Bulldogs advanced to 
a sectional champion-
ship match.

“I have a great group 
of kids this year. They 
are competitive, hard 
working and great 
human beings,” Miles 
said. “We have had 
great summer and pre-
season workouts. It is 
my hope that we con-
tinue to push ourselves 
mentally and physi-
cally, competing at the 
highest level.”

Varsity Roster
Seniors

Madi Mahan
Olivia Schilling
Karli Thornton
Mariah Reinhardt
Sadie Hamilton
Sydney Rheinecker
Molly Huether
Mayley Drake
Anna McDonald

Junior
Libby Renner

Sophomores
Elise Hamilton
Abigail Heinen
Erin Kempfer

Steeleville
Lady Warriors

Last season was a 

successful one for 
the Steeleville High 
School volleyball 
team.

The Lady Warriors 
won their fi rst Class 
1A regional champi-
onship since 2017 and 
their second with Les-
ley Wente as coach.

They entered the 
postseason as a No. 6 
seed but toppled fa-
vored Elverado in the 
semifi nals before get-
ting over Zeigler-Roy-
alton in the regional 
fi nals. Steeleville’s 
season ended in the 
sectional semifi nals 
against Waterloo 
Gibault, which went 
on to win the section-
al.

From last season’s 
team, Steeleville re-
turns seniors Jenna 
Hood, Gillian Val-
leroy, Kaylee Darnell 
and Daisy Czapla and 
junior Lauren Wede-
meyer.

Hood was a Ca-
hokia Conference 
Kaskaskia Division 
all-conference selec-
tion. She led Steel-
eville in kills and 
blocks.

Valleroy was second 
on the team in kills, 
Darnell the team 
leader in assists and 
Wedemeyer one of 
the team’s best on de-
fense.

Wente will round 
out the varsity at-
tack with juniors Ol-
ivia Raby and Aubrey 
Bockhorn, sopho-
mores Shaylee Ayers 
and Hannah Midden-
dorf and freshman 
Elly Buch.

“We have some new 
faces to mix into our 
varsity lineup to re-
place the three sen-
iors who graduated 
last year,” Wente said.

Steeleville fi nished 
with a 14-19 record 
last season. The Lady 
Warriors were 7-3 in 
the conference, fi n-
ishing only behind 
Valmeyer.

“Valmeyer did not 
lose many girls from 
last year’s team,” Wen-
te said. “They will be 
the team to beat in the 
conference.”

Varsity Roster
Seniors

Jenna Hood
Gillian Valleroy
Kaylee Darnell
Daisy Czapla

Juniors
Lauren Wedemeyer
Olivia Raby
Aubrey Bockhorn

Sophomores
Shaylee Ayers
Hannah Middendorf

Freshman
Elly Buch

Continued on Page 30
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Cayden Brunkhorst 
(5’6, 125).

Al-Jassim is slated 
to open the season as 
the starting quarter-
back.

“He has a strong 
arm and is football in-
telligent,” Belton said. 
“He just has to protect 
the football and not 
try to do too much. We 
have a bunch of great 
players around him 
he can utilize, so he 
just has to facilitate 
the ball to them and 
everything should 
work out.”

Belton will also 
turn to juniors offen-
sive/defensive line-
men Gavin Cowan 
(5’10, 270), Trentin 
Eggemeyer (5’9, 180), 
Nate Heuer (6’0, 167) 
and  Garret Hopkins 
(5’10, 170) to get play-

No. Player  Ht. Wt. Of. Df. Yr.
01 Zain Al-Jassim 6'0 195 QB FS 10

02 Aden Runge 6'0 162 QB FS 11

03 Cayden Brunkhorst 5'6 125 SE DB 10

04 Lannin Caron 5'9 142 SE DB 10

06 Lincoln Schroeder 5'5 115 SE DB 10

08 Kolton Jany 5'10 160 SE LB 10

09 Devante Palacio 6'1 185 SE DL 10

10 Gage Hopkins 5'9 155 RB LB 11

12 Korbin Jany 5'9 170 RB LB 11

14 Braxton Conder 5'11 145 SE DB 11

16 Maddox Hunter 5'7 155 RB LB 10

22 Alex Maes 5'3 115 SE DB 10

23 Lacey Jackson-Monroe 5'5 180 SE LB 12

25 Koby Jany 5'9 180 RB LB 12

27 Branden Whitley 5'8 140 RB LB 12

28 Will Schuwerk 5'11 175 RB LB 12

32 Jack Heffernan 5'8 130 QB DB 10

33 Justin Hayman 5'7 130 SE DB 10

34 Florentino Rafael 5'7 150 RB LB 10

38 Luke Schwerk 6'0 165 RB LB 10

43 Bryton Laramore 5'9 165 SE LB 10

44 Gene Bicket 5'10 155 RB LB 10

51 Garret Hopkins 5'10 170 OL DL 11

52 Nate Heuer 6'0 167 OL DL 11

53 Gavin Cowan 5'10 270 OL DL 11

55 Nate Maes 6'0 200 OL DL 10

56 Trentin Eggemeyer 5'9 180 OL LB 11

57 Jaden Lopez 5'7 150 OL DL 10

58 Matt James 5'11 205 OL DL 12

59 Trace Fricke 6'4 210 OL DL 12

63 Jared Powers 5'7 150 OL DL 10

64 Jonathan Jones 5'10 252 OL DL 10

65 Joshua Copple 5'5 280 OL DL 10

66 Alex Williamson 5'11 230 OL DL 10

72 Shane Bicket 6'1 245 OL DL 12

77 Lucas Melching 6'3 315 OL DL 11

81 Shea Menefee 6'3 140 SE DB 11

88 Jaidan Tucker 5'6 125 SE DB 10

Yellow Jacket Football Roster

ing time.
“We feel like we 

should be pretty good 
on defense,” Belton 
said. “We are return-
ing some key players 
from a pretty good 
defense last year. We 
also really like the way 
our offensive line has 
looked this summer.”

Chester gave up just 
12 points per game 
during the conference 
season last year. It 
gave up greater than 
20 points just three 
times in a game.

“Our defensive line 
will be pretty good,” 
Belton said. “We 
bring back Bicket and 
James, who will each 
be three-year starters. 
We have some expe-
rience at linebacker 
with Koby Jany and 
Schuwerk returning 

as starters. Our defen-
sive backs will be ath-
letic.”

On offense, Belton 
expects the group of 
running backs to be 
strong, especially be-
hind an experienced 
offensive line.

Chester’s offense 
scored at least 40 
points in a game five 
times last season and 
tallied at least 21 points 
in each of its victories.

One of those wins 
was a 21-0 shutout over 
Red Bud in Week 8 that 
clinched the confer-
ence title for Chester.

“The conference will 
be tough this year,” 
Belton said. “Wesclin, 
Dupo and Red Bud are 
all returning a lot of 
players. It should be a 
very competitive con-
ference this year.”

Chester football ... From Page 20_____________

No. Player  Ht. Wt. Of. Df. Yr.
01 Quintin Littlepage 5'8 160 RB LB 10

02 Torre Lofton 6'0 145 WR DB 12

03 Dushon Williams 5'9 180 QB/RB LB 12

04 Jordan Garrett 5'2 120 WR DB 12

07 Aaron Orella 5'8 140 WR DB 09

08 Daniel Cowan 5'11 180 QB LB 09

10 DuQuan Woods 5'8 130 WR DB 09

11 Landon Walter 6'0 170 WR DB/LB 12

12	 Chase	Fehajardo	 5’7	 165	 RB	 LB	 09
14 Braylin Walker 5'8 155 TE DB 11

15	 Ian	Salinas	 5’8	 135	 WR	 DB	 11
16 Tyler Loucks 5'9 135 WR DL 10

22 Zach Bodeker 6'1 180 QB/RB LB 11

25	 Damarion	Williams	 5’7	 135	 WR	 DB	 12
27	 Gavin	Miller	 5’8	 150	 WR	 DB	 09
28 Ziyon Williams 5'9 145 WR DB 10

31 Arkez Richardson 5'8 155 RB LB 10

32 Trevor Lueth 5'2   95 WR DB 09

33	 Kaiden	Kloth	 5’10	 165	 TE	 LB	 11
44 Trevor Fath 6'1 150 TE LB 09

53 Adam Fath 5'10 160 OL DL 10

55 Jayden Kelley 6'1 310 OL DL 10

56 Christian Lueth 6'0 215 OL DL 09

61 Lucas Dotson 6'0 190 OL LB 11

64	 Jaden	Nation	 6’4	 390	 OL	 DL	 10
67 Alex Robertson 6'2 200 OL DL 10

68	 Markus	Clark	 6’1	 220	 OL	 DL	 10
70 Jeremiah Lee 5'9 240 OL DL 09

72 Kamdyn Brockmeyer 6'0 315 OL DL 09

74 Ethan Ledbetter 5'9 195 OL DL 09

75 Joshuwa Ware 6'0 250 OL DL 09

76 Jamarian Henry 5'10 300 OL DL 11

80 Zayden Lueth 5'8 130 WR DB 10

81	 Robert	Greer	 5’10	 150	 WR	 DB	 09

Bulldog Football Roster

sophomores running 
back/linebacker Quin-
tin Littlepage (5’8, 
160), offensive/defen-
sive lineman Adam 
Fath (5’10, 160) and 
running back/line-
backer Arkez Rich-
ardson (5’8, 155) and 
freshmen linebacker 
Daniel Cowan (5’11, 
180) and offensive 
lineman Christian 
Lueth (6’0, 215), as 
well as Robertson on 
the offensive and de-
fensive line.

“ I  fe e l  that  the 

strength of our team 
is speed,” Gerlach said. 
“We have some guys 
who can really run. 
Our goal is to get them 
the ball in space and 
let them make some 
plays. I also think that 
the players we have 
are working hard and 
learning and getting 
better every day. Each 
day, they learn more 
about the game and 
what it is that we are 
trying to accomplish.”

Gerlach sees Red Bud 
and Chester, the reign-

ing conference cham-
pions, as the top two 
teams in the confer-
ence going into the 
season.

“After playing them 
this offseason in 7-on-7, 
I think Red Bud is the 
team to beat this year,” 
Gerlach said. “Chester 
will still be tough, as 
they are well coached 
and physical. Wesclin, 
Carlyle, Dupo and our-
selves, I feel, are very 
comparable and will 
have very competitive 
games.”

Sparta football ... From Page 24 ______________

their desire to show up, 
work, improve and do 
the things required to 
get this program head-
ed in that direction.”

Lott views Carterville 
and Nashville, which 
advanced to the Class 

No. Player  Ht. Wt. Of. Df. Yr.
01 Talan Benbrook 5'7 145 WR DB 11

02 Dylan Kempfer 5'9 148 WR DB 11

03 Brayden Cleland 5'9 160 QB DB 10

04 Mason Crain 5'9 150 RB LB 11

05 Vincent Deering 5'8 140 RB DB 10

06 Manuel Sergi 5'9 150   K N/A 12

07 Jase Lee 6'1 165 QB DB 11

08 Chase Schneider 6'0 210 RB LB 12

09 Karsen Konkel 6'6 220 WR/RB LB 11

10 Logan Jausel 5'9 170 RB LB 10

11 Marshawn Fisher 5'10 155 RB DB 10

12 James Deering 5'9 150 RB DB 12

13 Kellen Scott 6'4 170 WR DB 12

16 Jaedon Kellerman 5'9 166 FB LB 11

17 Asher Jausel 6'0 155 WR DB 12

20 Jonah Tanner 6'5 200 FB LB 11

21 Michael Schramke 5'9 170 FB DL 10

22 Joey Martin 5'11 145 WR DB 10

23 Nathan Lacy 6'3 165 WR DB/LB 10

27 Trenton Schwarz 5'6 138 WR DB 10

28 Karson Melton 6'0 150 WR LB 10

50 Jacksen Weatherford 6'2 205 OL DL 11

52 Will Mayer 6'2 215 OL DL 11

53 Ian Crawley 6'0 226 OL DL 10

54 Daegan Eisenhauer 6'0 182 OL DL 10

55 Bradley Denny 5'10 215 OL LB 12

58 Adam Bochantin 6'2 250 OL DL 12

66 Mason Brown 5'8 160 OL DL 10

67 Lucas Bieser 5'9 260 OL DL 11

72 Ian Hulsey 6'0 168 OL LB 10

77 Brayden Brown 6'0 222 OL DL 12

78 Andrew Jett 6'2 350 OL DL 12

Panther Football Roster

No. Player  Ht. Wt. Of. Df. Yr.
05 Ayden Shemwell 5'9 150 QB DB 12

07 Dylan Olvier 5'10 150 QB DB 10

08 Owen Liefer 6'1 160 WR DB 11

11 Noah Gantner 5'9 150 WR DB 12

12 Sam Easter 6'1 180 WR LB 11

15 Zach Manning 5'7 135 WR DB 10

17 Thomas Friess 5'11 185 QB LB 12

20 Trace Wagner 5'10 160 RB LB 11

24 Jack Roscow 5'7 145 WR DB 10

26 Chase Lucht 5'10 160 WR LB 11

28 Lane Brockmeyer 6'0 215 RB LB 10

30 Jarrell Nesbitt 6'4 230 TE DL 12

32 Gavin Baldwin 5'8 150 RB LB 10

33 Nick Gantner 5'10 170 RB LB 12

34 Mitch Fleming 5'7 165 RB LB 12

38 Nathan Caito 6'0 160 WR DB 10

40 Lucas Scwartzkopf 5'9 135 WR DB 11

44 Devin Hall 6'2 220 TE LB 12

50 Dalton Mudd 5'11 190 OL DL 10

52 Kyle Loughner 6'0 210 OL DL 12

53 Nolan Krack 6'1 240 OL DL 11

54 Deshaun Porter 5'10 165 OL DL 12

55 Josh Nieweglowski 6'0 165 OL DL 11

59 Peyton LaChance 5'11 190 OL DL 10

63 Keith Hern 6'2 275 OL DL 10

64 Noah Tepe 5'11 185 OL DL 12

66 Ty Carter 6'0 200 OL DL 11

70 Dylan Minemann 6'0 210 OL LB 11

77 William Chausse 6'1 290 OL DL 12

78 Nicholas Chausse 6'0 200 OL DL 10

80 Evan Dressel 5'8 160 WR DB 12

85 Trent Sternberg 5'9 150 WR DB 10

88 Corbin Lange 6'2 175 TE LB 10

89 Alex Wolter 5'10 165 TE LB 10

Musketeer Football Roster

find a way to win six 
games. We feel pretty 
confident that we can 
do that, but we have to 
execute.”

The Musketeers fin-
ished 3-2 in the confer-
ence a year ago, with its 

Pinckneyville football ... From Page 22 ____
2A state championship 
game last season, as 
teams to beat in the 
SIRR Mississippi

“Every week will be 
tough in our confer-
ence,” Lott said. “We 
had multiple teams in 

the playoffs last sea-
son with one playing 
for a state champion-
ship and another that 
went deep in the play-
offs that is returning 
quite a few players in 
Carterville.”

Red Bud football...From Page 23_____________
losses coming to confer-
ence champion Chester 
and to Carlyle.

“I thought Chester’s 
underclassmen were 
pretty good, so those 
kids coming up will 
help their varsity, al-

though they have some 
big shoes to fill at a cou-
ple of positions,” Lucht 
said. “But if there was 
ever a year for us to 
make a run, we should 
have a good year in the 
conference.”
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Trico
Pioneers

It was an immensely 
successful season last 
year for the Trico Pio-
neers.

Trico fi nished with 
a 27-11 record, claimed 
its seventh Black Dia-
mond Conference West 
Division title over the 
last nine seasons and 
won its fi rst regional 
championship since 
2015. The Pioneers 
also won the Trico and 
Sparta tournaments.

Trico’s big season 
was cut short, howev-
er, when the Pioneers 
fell victim to Cahokia 
Conference Kaskaskia 
Division champion 
Valmeyer a Class 1A 
sectional semifi nal 
match.

Trico saw eight sen-
iors graduate from last 
season’s team but still 
return fi ve starters.

Those returning 
starters are seniors set-
ter Madi Rathert and 
middle Avery Pierce 
and juniors middle Jo-
sie Wettig and outside 
hitters Reagan Fager 
and Paige Thies.

Wettig was named 
the most valuable play-
er of the BDC West, 
while Rathert was an 
all-conference selec-
tion. Both were also 
named to the SICA all-
south team.

Other players Trico 
coach Julie Rathert 
expects to make an 
impact are juniors set-
ter Mckenzie Ebers 
and defensive special-

Volleyball...From Page 28_____
ist Olivia Jokerst and 
sophomores libaro Allie 
Robinson and Ariana 
McBride.

Trico fi nished 11-1 
in the BDC West last 
season. Winning the 
conference remains a 
goal of the team, and 
Rathert wants to see 
her team more competi-
tive at the early season 
Labor Day tournament 
and the Red Bud Invita-
tional.

“I would like to add 
to the success of last 
season and of course 
be strong in the post-
season,” Rathert said. 
“We are a well-rounded 
team with many play-
ers putting in extra 
time to help us reach 
our goals. 

“Chemistry is key this 
season, and I already 
see it developing.”

Varsity Roster
Seniors

Avery Pierce
Madi Rathert

Juniors
McKenzie Ebers
Reagan Fager
Olivia Jokerst
Timber Lepper
Paige Thies
Josie Wettig
Lydia Williamson

Sophomores
Ariana McBride
Allie Robinson
Olivia Thies

Freshmen
Maggie Beaty-Dingus
Vanessa Clover
Hayleigh Franklin
Riley Huffman
Molly Rathert
Rylie Robinson

State historians 
Kev Varney and Tom 
Sikorski have updated 
their list of the win-
ningest high school 
football programs in 
Illinois state history.

Continuing to lead 
the charge is East St. 
Louis Senior, which 
has compiled 809 
victories from 1925 
through 2021. East 
St. Louis is the only 

IHSA football programs with the most career wins
program with greater 
than 800 wins.

The only other pro-
grams with more than 
700 are Chicago Mount 
Carmel 780, Tuscola 
742, Arcola 739, Chi-
cago/Wilmette Loyola 
728 and Wheaton/Cen-
tral/Warrenville South 
712.

Du Quoin sits at 31st 
in the state with 609 
wins. The Indians have 

an overall record of 
609-322-29 from 1928 
through 2021, good for 
a .649 winning per-
centage.

Chester has moved 
into a tie for 219th in 
the state with 392 vic-
tories, spanning from 
1923 through 2021. 
Chester was tied for 
221st going into last 
season, with an overall 
record of 392-443-21.

Sparta, which has 
had a program since 
1924, is tied for 339th, 
with 308 victories. 
The Bulldogs’ career 
record is 308-534-26. 
They were tied for 
329th going into last 
season.

Pinckneyville is tied 
for 345th with 303 
wins. The Panthers, 
who have had a pro-
gram since 1930, are 

303-476-23 overall. 
Their state standing 
was tied for 335th go-
ing into last season.

Other schools of note 
are Harrisburg 574 
wins, 41st; Murphys-
boro 561, 51st; Ben-
ton 534, tied for 69th; 
Johnston City 526, 
tied 74th; Carbondale 
522, tied 78th; Carmi-
White County 496, tied 
103rd; West Frankfort 

488, 107th; Herrin 
487, 108th; Eldorado 
444, tied 152nd; Anna-
Jonesboro 444, tied 
152nd; Carterville 439, 
tied 158th; Christo-
pher-Zeigler-Royalton 
431, tied 167th; Marion 
398, tied 212th; Fair-
fi eld 391, 221st; Dupo 
375, tied 237th; Sesser-
Valier-Waltonville 361, 
tied 260th; and Nash-
ville 361, tied 260th.

Remaining volleyball and cross country schedules
VOLLEYBALL

Marissa-Coulterville
August

8/26-27 Labor Day
            Invite
8/29 at Valmeyer

September
9/1 at Dupo
9/6 vs. Dupo
9/8 at Lebanon
9/10 Carlyle Invite
9/13 vs. Sparta
             at Coulterville
9/15 vs. Steeleville
9/20 at Okawville
9/22 at New Athens
9/27 at Red Bud

October
10/1 Sparta Invite
10/6 vs. Valmeyer
10/8 Lebanon Invite
10/11 at Steeleville
10/13 vs. Lebanon
10/14 vs. Elverado
              at Coulterville
10/20 vs. New Athens

Steeleville
August

8/26-27 Labor Day
            Invite
8/30 vs. New Athens

September

9/1 vs. Anna-Jonesboro
9/6 at Lebanon
9/7 at Trico
9/8 at Valmeyer
9/13 vs. Okawville
9/15 at Marissa-
           Coulterville
9/20-22 Trico Invite
9/27 vs. Zeigler-
             Royalton
9/29 vs. Lebanon

October
10/1 Sparta Invite
10/3 vs. Chester
10/5 at Dupo
10/6 at New Athens
10/11 vs. Marissa-
              Coulterville
10/13 vs. Valmeyer
10/15 Freeburg Invite
10/19 vs. Dupo

Trico
August

8/22 at Cobden
8/25 vs. Zeigler-
             Royalton
8/26-27 Labor Day 
            Invite

September
9/7 vs. Steeleville
9/8 at Goreville
9/12 vs. Okawville

9/13 at Johnston City
9/15 at Sesser-Valier
9/19 vs. Elverado
9/20-22 Trico Invite
9/26 at Christopher
9/27 vs. Vienna

October
10/1 Sparta Invite
10/3 at Zeigler-Royalton
10/4 at New Athens
10/6 vs. Sesser-Valier
10/8 Red Bud Invite
10/11 vs. Christopher
10/12 at Du Quoin
10/13 vs. Johnston City
10/18 vs. Goreville
10/20 at Vienna

CROSS COUNTRY
Marissa-Coulterville

August
8/22 at New Athens
8/27 at Mascoutah

September
9/3 at Granite City
9/6 Home Invite
9/13 at Sparta
9/17 at Mascoutah
9/24 at Freeburg
9/29 at Chester

October
10/3 at Red Bud

10/8 at East Alton-
           Wood River
10/15 Conference
         at Salem

Steeleville
August

8/22 at New Athens
8/27 at Mascoutah
8/31 at Murphysboro

September
9/3 at Granite City
9/6 at Marissa
9/10 at Peoria
9/15 at Du Quoin
9/19 at Nashville
9/24 at Freeburg
9/29 at Chester

October
10/1 at Wesclin
10/8 at Benton
10/15 Conference

Trico
August

8/31 at Murphysboro
September

9/6 at Marissa
9/15 at Du Quoin
9/19 at Nashville
9/29 at Chester

October
10/6 at Pinckneyville
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