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Adult male Geoffroy’s spider monkey (Ateles geoffroyi) feeding on Byrsonima crassifolia, Photo by Andrew Whitworth
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N The Osa Peninsula of southwest Costa Rica is home to

A

Nicaragua the largest remaining tract of Pacific lowland wet forest
in Mesoamerica. It is comprised of old and secondary
growth seasonal tropical forest, and many other habitat
types.
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The Geoffroy’s spider monkey is an endangered

primate and an important disperser of large-seeded
z hardwood trees. One way in which spider monkeys
Costa ™ 'S influence tropical ecosystem structure and function is
through the creation of Vvisible terrestrial latrines
beneath their “sleeping sites"—trees in which they
frequently return to sleep.
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This guide includes 79 of the 111 different plant species
consumed by Geoffroy’s spider monkeys as identified
in a study recently carried out in the Osa Peninsula.
The study considered sapling, and seed inventories
from latrines and direct observations during in-situ
follows. For a detailed description: Whitworth, A.
Whittaker, L. Huarcaya, R.P. Flatt, E. Morales, M.L.
Connor, D. Priego, M.G. Forsyth, A. Beirne, C. (2019)
Spider Monkeys Rule the Roost: Ateline Sleeping Sites
150 Influence Rainforest Heterogeneity. Animals, 9, 1052.
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