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One of the primary findings was the presence of a hitherto 

unknown population of Ecuadendron acosta-solisianum D.A. Neill, a 

monospecific woody legume species locally endemic to the Chocó area 

and colloquially known as “guabo”. The timber from Ecuadendron is 

very desirable and in other areas of the 

Chocó. This recently discovered population may be the only one in 

Ecuador to safeguard a continued existence of Eucadendron. It may 

serve as study site for future studies of pollination and dispersal 

mechanisms, and germination and regeneration studies, which will 

allow the local environmental authorities to take measures to 

conserve this iconic Ecuadorian species. 

Other tropical endemic trees no less important are: Inga 

silanchensis (Fabaceae), Magnolia canandeana (Magnoliaceae), Matisia 

(Malvaceae), Viorola aequatorialis (Myristicaceae), 

Sorocea sarcocarpa (Moraceae), Carapa longipetala (Meliaceae), 

among other native and fine woody species as Humiriastrum 

procerum (Humiriaceae), utile (Moraceae), and Triplaris 

guayaquilensis (Polygonaceae).  

Ecuadendron acosta-solisianum. Photo: Francisco Sornoza. 

Map 1. Ecuadendron acosta-solisianum species distribution. 
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Figure 1. Endemic Plant Category  Conservation Status. 

1 Diplazium chimborazense 2 Eucharis astrophiala 3 Anthurium jaramilloi
ARACEAE

4 Anthurium ochreatum
ARACEAE

5 Anthurium rimbachii 
ARACEAE

6 Geonoma cuneata 
ARECACEAE

7 Geonoma tenuissima 
ARECACEAE

8 Sciodaphyllum caduciligulatum
ARALIACEAE 

(Ined.). 

9 Begonia harlingii 
BEGONIACEAE 

10 Lameltonia scaligera
BROMELIACEAE
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11 Burmeistera brachyandra 
CAMPANULACEAE

12 Burmeistera smaragdi 
CAMPANULACEAE 

13 Podandrogyne brevipedunculata 
CAPPARACEAE

14 Ecuadendron acosta-solisianum
FABACEAE

15 Inga silanchensis
FABACEAE 

16 Gasteranthus crispus
GESNERIACEAE

17 Gasteranthus timidus
GESNERIACEAE

18 Monopyle sodiroana
GESNERIACEAE

19 Trichodrymonia binata
GESNERIACEAE

20 Magnolia canandeana
MAGNOLIACEAE

21 Matisia palenquiana
MALVACEAE

22 Miconia dapsiliflora
MELASTOMATACEAE      

23 Sorocea sarcocarpa
MORACEAE

24 Heisteria pacifica
OLACACEAE

25 Peperomia pachystachya
PIPERACEAE

26 Ardisia websteri 27 Amphidasya amethystina  
RUBIACEAE

28 Randia carlosiana
RUBIACEAE

29 Canandé Reserve  30 Canandé River
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