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RESEARCH,  CONSERVATION,  CLIMATE CHANGE,  AND THE 
BUTTERFLY INDUSTRY:    IS SOMETHING . . . MISSING?

FRANCISCO SERRANO

BIOPRODUCTORES DE EL SALVADOR



OUR IABES MISSION STATEMENT:

PROTECTING WILD BUTTERFLIES AND THEIR HABITATS

BY PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE BUTTERFLY EXHIBITS

AND THEIR SUPPLIERS; AND SUPPORTING

CONSERVATION, RESEARCH AND PUBLIC EDUCATION.



1958 -1975: BB:  MIGUEL SERRANO & Co:  FROM  EXCHANGE  TO PRODUCTION



THE MOST COMPLETE BUTTERFLY COLLECTION OF E.S.,  PLUS . . . 



1974:  BIRTH OF NPWS & SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES



1975: MONTECRISTO  AND TAXES ON NATURE . . .



WITH THE HELP OF FRITZ HAMER, WIND AND FALLEN TREES



BY 1981, TRAINED   EYES   HAD   PRODUCED   INTERESTING   RESULTS



WHICH  LEAD  TO   A  BEAUTIFUL  GARDEN  AND  VOLUME  III



1978: FILLING  IN THE  REQUIREMENTS FOR A 1976  MIN-ED PROGRAM



EMPHASIZING  NATURAL  AREAS  OF E.S.,  HABITAT  LOSS,  AND . . .



COMMERCIAL  HUNTING  &  THE  PET  TRADE



1977 TO  1981: ALLIANCES,  TREES,  &  CLASSIFYING  PROTECTED  AREAS    



1977: “JUANJO”, WALKS INTO A BAR . . . SORRY,  MUSEUM, 
AND IN 1981 . . .



AND IN THE 1984  WORDS OF WORLD-CLASS AUTHORITIES . . .



1989   AB: BIOPRODUCTORES  AND “EL  REFUGIO”



CONSERVATION:   24/365 WARDEN CUSTODY



EDUCATION:  THE  “TIN MARÍN” MUSEUM  FOR  CHILDREN IN E.S.



ANYTHING  OUTSIDE?    CANCUN, MEXICO 



1993 – 1995  THE NATURAL HISTORY & ECOLOGY OF E.S.    
20  CHAPTERS,  NOT  CHEAP,  BUT . . .  



BEST AUTHORITIES,  NATURE ARTISTS,  PHOTOGRAPHERS &  ILLUSTRATORS



IN 1994, A  LETTER  FROM  THE   MISSOURI BOTANICAL GARDEN



1996 – 1997:  E. S. NATIONAL STRATEGY OF BIODIVERSITY

EMPHASIS  ON  INVENTORIES,   

CONSERVATION, RESTORATION 

AND ECONOMIC VALUE AND 

POTENTIAL OF BIODIVERSITY 

AND GENETIC RESOURCES



2009 – 2017:   THE  TREES OF  EL  SALVADOR



WITH QUITE IMPRESSIVE ILUSTRATIONS . . .



MARCH 1997: IN A SOMEWHAT DESOLATE AREA, TWO DESPONDANT INDIVIDUALS . . . 



IN OCTOBER 1998, AN EMINENT GERMAN HERPETOLOGIST 
ENJOYS HURRICANE MITCH AT OUR FARM



ANOLIS  ANYONE?



ANYONE NOTICE  (EJEM) A SLIGHT DIFFERENCE?



FROM THE ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM . . . 



NEW ADVENTURES WITH  CAROLINA, GERBER  &  ADOLFO



BUT . . . HOW  WAS  THIS  DONE?

SPECIAL THANKS TO MY FOUNDING ASSOCIATE, 

FRANCISCO AQUINO, AND MY WIFE CAROLINA,

FOR HAVING SO BRAVELY AND GENEROUSLY TOLERATED

OUR SPLITTING OF DIVIDENDS ONLY  ONCE

DURING  OUR  30 YEARS  OF  EXISTENCE



WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?

THAT  EL  SALVADOR  HAS

INCREDIBLE  BEAUTY  AND  DIVERSITY

WITHIN  ITS  BORDERS

BUT . . . THAT  TIME  IS  RUNNING  OUT



SO . . . WHAT MUST BE DONE?

GIVEN  BUTTERFLIES  AS  MOST  FAVORABLE  INDICATORS

MOVE  AGRESSIVELY AND QUICKLY

FROM STEP 1: BEAUTY  AND  DIVERSITY

TO STEP 2:  HEALTH  AND  WEALTH  OF  OUR  PLANET



DOES THIS APPLY TO IABES? 

MOST LIKELY:  BUT IF WE INSIST ON PLACING

BUTTERFLY PUPAE ON THE SAME COMODITY SHELF

AS BANANAS AND PINEAPPLES

WE  MAY  NOT  HAVE  THE  TIME  DEEPLY  NEEDED
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