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Kings Park of the ocean 

WA's first -marine 
park opens 

,. 
MARMION Marine Park- described as "the Kings 

Park of the ocean'' - was officially opened by Con
servation and Land Management Minister Barry Hodge 
on May 22. 

CALM's Director Nature Conservation Barry Wilson (right) and Marine Park 
Manager Greg Pobar (left) discuss a park display with Barry Hodge. 

CONFERENCE STUDIES 
By TONY FRIEND 

SCIENTISTS studying mammals in all 
parts of Australia came together at Karri 
Valley Lodge, near Pemberton, recently for 
the 33rd Scientific Meeting of the Aus-

alian Mammal Society. 
This annual conference, 

which had not been held in 
WA for 13 years, was or
ganised by several local 
members of the society. 

It ran from May 12 to 15 
and had an attendance of 
28 from the eastern states 
and 58 from WA including 
a strong CALM contin
gent, several of whom 

presented results of their 
recent research . 

Andrew Burbidge and 
Norm McKenzie (Wood
vale) outlined "The conser
vation implications of 
patterns in the recent 
decline of WA's mammal 
fauna". 

Jack Kinnear (Wood
vale) presented the results 
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of his research on "The 
Red Fox: a major threat to 
the conservation of Aus
tralian mammals". 

Norm McKenzie (Wood
vale) and Tony Start (Kar
ratha) gave a paper entitled 
"Structure of insectivorous 
bat guilds in Pilbara man
groves". 

After the conference , 37 
of the registrants were 
taken on a two-day tour to 
those outstanding conser
vation areas, the Perup and 
Dryandra Forests conduct
ed by Garry Inions (Man
jimup) and Tony Friend 
(Woodvale). 

The park encompasses 
10,500 ha of coastal waters 
and foreshore lands from 
Trigg Island to Burns 
Beach, and stretches five 
km offshore. 

By proclaiming the ma
rine park, the first in WA, 
a unique piece of 
metropolitan coastal 
waters and foreshre was 
being preserved for future 
generations. 

"It has not been an easy 
project but I'm certain it 
will be worthwhile and that 
it will be appreciated by all 
Western Australians," Mr 
Hodge said . 

" The key to the success 
of this marine park is its 
management and, of 
course, public support and 
cooperation ." 

Mr Hodge said a 
management plan for the 
park was being finalised by 
CALM. 

It was a complex task 
but was essential to the 
preservation of the park 
for enjoyment by all West 
Australians. 

''The solution we will 

come up with will not 
please all the supporters of 
all the competing uses. 

"Probably there will be 
criticism that they have 
been treated too lightly. 

"It is necessarily a com
promise. 

"What is happening here 
is that recognition has been 
given to the legitimate 
value of all the competing 
uses of the area and and 
ways are being sought to 
maximise each use without 
infringing on the others . 

"We are striving for a 
balance between the provi
sion for different uses that 
represent the mix of the 
needs and aspirations of 
the whole community. 

"There is a single yard
stick which can be applied, 
and that is the total benefit 
of the community . Com
promise involves give and 
take. 

"The number and range 
of competing uses taken 
account of in the manage
ment plan for this park will 
mark it as a very significant 
success . 

"A success that will be
come a model for future 
developments." 

Mr Hodge said that as 
well as becoming a premi
er tourist and recreational 
attraction, the park would 
be a valuable resource , an 
unparalleled research 
laboratory and a major 
conservation area. 

The management plan 
would preserve marine 
flora and fauna and their 
habitats, and put consider
able emphasis on public ac
cess and recreation . 

Recreational fishing, 
spearfishing, scuba diving, 
public amenities, recrea
tional activities and educa
tion were among the areas 
covered. 

As well marine sanctuary 
areas would be declared 
and marked for passive 
recreation . 

A ''Friends of Marmion 
Park" group was also be
ing fo_rmed, led by North 
Metropolitan Province 
MLC Graham Edwards. 

CALM is responsible for WA's islands and ma
rine parks and the animals and plants that inhabit 
them. 

These face destruction in 
the event of an oil spill and 
it's important that CALM 
managers know how to 
deal with such a situation . 

The second day was 
purely hands-on , with 
demonstrations of oil 
clean-up machines: skim
mers, booms, and spray 
dispersants. 

In a theme session on 
mammals of offshire is
lands, Tony Friend (Wood
vale) spoke on ''The 
Western Barred Bandicoot 
on Dorre Island, WA" and 
Keith Morris (Karratha) on 
"Rodents of the Dampier 
Archipelego" . 

With the help of Neil 
Thomas and Bruce Turner 
(Woodvale) Garry and 
Tony amazed the visiting 
scientists by producing so 
many rare mammals -
woylies, numbats, and 
both brush-tailed and red
tailed phascogales (wam
bengers) . 

US fire experls 
Marmion Marine Park 

Manager Greg Pobar and 
Metropolitan Planning 
Officer Leon Griffiths re
cently attended a two-day 
workshop on mopping up 
oil spills . 

The workshop was or
ganised by the Fremantle 
"ort Authority, the En

.rc-nmental Protection 
Authority and the Navy . 

Greg said: "CALM is in
volved in marine manage
ment and there have been 
instances already where 
there were nature reserved 
in the path or in the vicini
ty of an oil spill. 

"The Department decid
ed it was time we identified 
what equipment is availa
ble to clean up and who is 
responsible for certain 
areas so we can protect 
those reserves in the 
future." 

Held on Garden Island, 
the workshop dealt in the
ory and practice. 

One day was spent learn
ing about oil, oil spill•, the 
environment and the clean
ing up process . 

Greg said: "An oil spill 
is like a fire . 

"The object is getting to 
it quickly before it spreads, 
predicting where it will go, 
and trying to keep it con
tained ." 

A second theme session 
concerned mammal data 
bases and atlasses around 
Australia. 

Between sessions, a mid
conference tour of regener
ating karri forest around 
Pemberton was led by 
Graeme Liddelow (Man
jimup) and Per Christensen 
(Como). 

The conterence was a 
valuable and educational 
experience for mammalo
gists from both sides of the 
continent, and it is to be 
hoped that another 13 
years don't pass before the 
next meeting is held in the 
west. 

TWO visitors from 
the US Forest Service, 
here in April to look at 
safety programmes for 
fire fighters, have given 
CALM high praise. 

In a letter to Fire Protec
tion Branch Manager Jock 
Smart, Safety Training 
Officer Jerry Monesmith 

Erosion control saves pool 
CROSSING Pool, one of the 

three major pools at Millstream 
in the Millstream Chichester 
National Park, is being restored 
to it's normal level by sand bag
ging after floodwaters had 
scoured one of the channels 
flowing out of the pool. 

The channel was eroded by 
floodwaters following heavy rain 
from Cyclone Connie which passed 
over the Pilbara earlier this year. 

Subsequent normal flows had 
deepened the channel to a little over 
one metre at the outlet from the 
pool. 

The consequent drop in the pool 
level made it difficult for swimmers 
to get out of the water, the banks 

By TONY START 
of the pool had started to slump 
and there were fears that the adja
cent cajeput forest could die. 

Cajeputs (northern Paperbarks) 
which have a shallow root system 
depend on water being near the 
surface. 

The existence of erosion gullies 
up to 3 metres deep below Cross
ing Pool were first noted after the 
Cyclone Joan flood in 1976. 

At that stage they were 300 
metres down stream of the pool. 

A detailed investigation showed 
the process to be natural and radi
ocarbon dates on logs in the gul
lies suggest that the sediments 

through which the gullies were cut
ting have built up during the last 
six hundred years. 

Subsequent floods have carried 
the gullies back until , prior to Cy
clone Connie, they were less than 
JOO metres from the pool. 

The process has been closely 
monitored by an interdepartmen
tal group. 

The group was established to 
monitor all aspects of the surface 
hydrology and associated animals 
and plants at Millstream so as to 
ensure that pumping of water from 
the Millstream equifer for Coastal 
town supply does not damage the 
environment. 

• praise us 
and Programme Leader for 
Fire Equipment Develop
ment Art Jukkala, said: 

"We arrived safely and 
in good condition after a 
very successful and reward
ing trip . Our success was a 
result of the efforts of you 
and your staff which went 
far beyond the call of duty. 

"Phil Cheney was cor
rect in encouraging us to 
make the trip to Western 
Australia and saving the 
best until last. 

"The complexity of the 
situations you deal with are 
apparent and assisted us in 
developing an appreciation 
for your programmes. 

"Not only are your safe
ty record and accomplish
ments well known and 
respected throughout Aus-

tralia, but they will soon be 
recognised throughout the 
United States as well .. . " 

While here they were 
shown different fuel types 
in the south, the looked at 
the run of the Walpole
Nornalup National Park 
fire. 

They also spent time 
with CALM Safety Officer 
Tom Wood and Denis 
Glennon from the Industri
al Foundation for Accident 
Prevention, and with the 
Bush Fires Board. 

Jock said, "They were 
pretty impressed with our 
safety programme. 

"It seems over there they 
lack the solid commitment 
from management to a 
good safety programme." 

DAVIDS Woodruff, Professor of Biology at the Univer
sity of California, is on Sabbatical leave at the Zoology 
Department, UW A. 

His research focuses on genetic aspects of animal speci
ation, taxonomy and evolution. 

He has offered to talk with interested CALM staff about 
global changes in environmental management. 

His telephone number is 380 2236. 


