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Habitar. According to specimen label data, the species occurs among open shrub
mallee, low closed heath or low open woodland containing a low closed heath
understorey. Associated species include Eucalyptus tetragona, E. Ialcata, E, redunca,
perhaps olher mallees and, in one case, "emergent hakeas 1.5 m". The soil is
commonly pale grey sand, or sandy loam, mostly over laterite, on roll ing hil l tops or
winter rvet ilats.

Flowering and fruiting period. Flowering has been recorded between early
September and late October; fruit ing has been recorded in October.

Ot.her specimens examined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA; 6 km S of the S end of Lake
Magenta, S. D. Hopper 1806 (PERTH); 38.5 miles (61.9 km) W of Ravensthorpe on
road to Ongerup, A. S. George 7043 (CANB, K, MEL, NSW, PERTH); 6.1 km ENE
of Fitzgerald River bridge, S. D. Hopper 550 (PERTH); 6 km ENE of Filzgerald
River, S. D. Hopper 1142 (PERTH); 17.1 km ENE of Fitzgerald River bridge, S. D.
Hctpper 1.144 (PERTH); 1.3 km W of Fitzgerald School, S. D. Hopper 1151 (CAl.lB,
K, NSW, PERTH); 1 km NE of Roe's Rock, K. Newbey 3865 (PERTH).

The new species belongs to section Catospora (Rentham, 18?3), judging by the
placentation of the ovary. Geerinck (1969) has amended Bentham's sectional
description ("perianth often hairy or woolly inside") to "tube. . . velue a l ' interieur".
This modification, which might seem to exclude C. deplexa from section Catospora,
is, however, an oversimplif ication since some of the species included in the section by
both Bentham and Geerinck have the inside of the perianth, especially the lube, only
sparsely pubescent or quite glabrous. In C. deplexa the inside of the lobes is
pubescent and the tube glabrous.

Conostylis deplexa is the fourth species to be described since the revision of Green
(1961); C. paucil ' lora S. D. Hopper (19?8) and C. neocymosa S. D. Hopper (1980)
both fall into section Conostylis Geerinck (= Euconostylis Bentham) while C
wonganen.sr.s S. D. Hopper (1982) is said to have affinities with C dielsii W.V. Fitzg.
(section Catospora, f ide Geerinck) and C. leretiuscula F. Muell. (section Conostylis).

Conservatictn .s ta tus. The species is said to be rare by K. Newbey, (pers. comm.) and,
since only one recorded locality occurs in a reserve (the Fitzgerald River National
Park),lhe species may be endangered.

The epithet (Lat. deplexus, embracing or clasping) refers to the unique character
of the leaf setae which distinguishes the species.
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