


BUyUkkonuk Eco-tourism Association Welcomes You! 
The BOyOkkonuk Eco-tourism Association extends a heartfelt welcome! 

We invite you to visit our village, to learn about our history, taste our nearby traditional Cypriot 
cuisine, participate with our olive harvest, bike and hike on our trails, relax on our beaches ... or 
simply join us for a glass of zivaniya (traditional alcoholic drink) at the end of the day. We hope 
you find this guide helpful as you explore our uni ue CO () earth. 

We invite you to experience mahalle (neighborh r w y, as our guest and our friel")d. 

re always welcome in BOyOkkonuk! 



Buyukkonuk ---
Eco-tourism in a Tradftional 
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without consuming the resources 
population's cultural integ~ as 
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FAMAGUSTA 
(GaziInaOusa) 







Kantara Castle 

Kantara Castle (Byzantine era), the castle is described as the most romantic of all the Byzantine or 
Crusader trio castles: Kantara, st. Hilarion and Bufavento Castles. Set on a rocky summit at the eastern 
end of the Kyrenia mountain range, Kantara is the lowest of the castle trio standing at 700m (2068ft). 
However, it has commanding views up the Karpaz peninsula, all along the northern coastline and down 
to the plains of Famagusta. From this position it was used as a beacon station to communicate with 
Buffavento and St. Hilarion to the west. 

Kantara means "a bridge or arch" in Arabic, probably so named by the Arab invaders. The castle's 
entrance is from the east where the cliff is less steep. The entrance is approximately in the centre of the 
eastern outer wall and is protected on both sides by two rectangular towers of which only tile parts 
survive. 

Kantara was originally built by the Byzantines against the invasions of the Saracens in the 10th Century 
A.D. The Lusignans, who called it Candare or La Candaire, remodeled and enlarged the fortifications in 
the 11th Century. Kantara is said to be the place where Isaac Komnenos surrendered to Richard the 
Lionheart in 1191, although the same is said to have happened at Bufavento and St Hilarion castles. 
From 1228-30, it was occupied by troops of the Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II, who was struggling at 
the time to take over the island. Kantara Castle figured prominently in the war during the Genoese 
invasion, when the regent John of Antioch was smuggled out of prison in Famagusta disguised as a pot­
tinner. Ja es I added the fortifications to the castle and from this vantage point his garrison was able to 
keep watch over Famagusta and the surrounding area. After the Venetian invasion in the 16th century, 
the castle was partially dismantled and its significance faded. 

Directions to Kantara 
Kantara Castle is forty two km north of Famagusta, reached via Iskele and Ardahan villages. The castle 
is almost three km east of the summer resort, also called Kantara. There is an approximately 10 km long 
dirt road connecting Buyukkonuk and Kantara, along the ridge, which is possible to drive with a 4X4 or 
ride or hike. 

.. 



Flora nd Faun 
The flora of Cyprus is among the most diverse of all countries in the Eastern Mediterranean. It includes 151 
families of plants and approximately 1820 species. Many of these species are endemic to the island or have 
a very limited range in the Eastern Mediterranean. The Karpaz peninsula on the eastern tip of the island, 
where BOyOkkonuk village is located, has a wide range of interesting flora including many rare plants. 

Flora 
Acacia cyanophylla 
Allium ampeloprasum 
Anomone coronarium 
Arbutus andrachne 
Asparagus acutifolius 
Asparagus stipularis 
Asphodelus aestivus 
Calycotome villosa 
Ceratonia slliqua 
Cistus creticus 
Cistus Pparviflorus 
Cistus salviifolius 
Clematis cirrhosa 
Convolvulus altheoides 
Cupressus sempervirens 
Cyclamen persicum 
Eryngium creticum 
Ferula communis 
Ficus carica 
Helichrysum conglobatum 
Juniperus phoenicea 
lamium Ggarganicum 
leontice leontopetalum 
Medicago turbinat 
Myrtus communis 
Narcissus tazetta 
Olea europea 
Ononis viscosa 
Origanum majorana 
Pinus brutia 
Pi stacia lentiscus 
Pistacia atlantica 
Pulicaria arabica 
Ranunculus asiaticus 
Rubia laurae 
Rubia tenuifolia 
Rubus sanctus 
Salvia fruticosa 
Sarcopoterium spin08um 
Teucrium creticum 
Teucrium mlcropodioides 
Thymus capitatus 
Trifolium leucathum 
Urgenia maritime 

Klbns Akasyasl 
Yalancl Plrasa 
Klr lalesi 
Sandal AOacl 
Ku~konmaz 
Ayrelli 
~im~ir 
Azgan 
Harup 
TOylO laden 
KOyOk Ciyekli laden 
AdayaYI Yaprakll Laden 
Orman Asmasl 
GOOdOz GOzeli 
Adi Servi 
Tav~an Kulagl 
Kazoyagl 
Gavcar 
Incir 
Ebeden Olmez 
Fenike Ardlcl 
Baillbaba 
Klrba~ 
Yonca 
Mersin 
Nergis 
Zeytin 
Dikenli KaYI~klran 
SOpOrge Otu 
Klzllyam 
~inya 
Citlembik 
PireOtu 
Acem DOgOn Ciyegi 
Holmboe'yun KOk Boyasl 
Dar Yaprakh KOk Boyasl 
BOgOrtien 
AdayaYI 
Maja 
Kurtluca 
KOme Kurtluca 
TOIOmbe 
Tirfil 
Ada SOCIa", 

Blue -leaved wattle 
Broadleaf wild leek 
Crown anomone 
Eastern strawbery tree 
Asparagus 
Asparagus 
Asphodel 
Spiny broom 
Carob tree 
Rockrose 
Rockrose 
Rockrose 
Clematis 
Convolvulus bindweed 
Cypress 
Cylamen 
Eryngo 
Giant fennel 
Fig 
Everlasting flower 
Phoenician juniper 
Dean-nettle 
Rakaf 
Medlck 
Myrtle 
Polyanthus 
Olive tree 
Rest-harrow 
Sweet 
Calabrian pine 
lentisk 
Betoun 
Fleabane 
Turban 
Madder 
Madder 
Blackberry tAmb'liI!I 

Wild clary 
Spiny 
Water ge''IlIIIn<H1[ 
Water 
Thyme 
Trefoil 
Sea squill 



• 

BOyOkkonuk's past is as rich in history as its present is in tradition and atmosphere. Old buildings stand as 
reminders of earlier times and include over fifty traditional arched houses, four olive mills, and numerous 
churches and religious buildings. 

Of note in and around the village is: 

Located at the east entrance to the village, this Orthodox church is a single aisle rectangular building with a 
vaulted roof, arches and a gallery. The structure standing today was restored in the middle of the 19th 
Century, but built on the foundations of earlier churches. It is dedicated to St. Afxentios who lived and died in 
Cyprus some time during the Arab raids of the 6th and 7th centuries. This ancient church is one of the oldest 
of its kind and was formerly called the Chapel of Mavra. 

St. Afxentios is believed to have been a young solider of distinction who, after seeing a vision of the Virgin 
Mary, left the army to serve the church. He journeyed to Cyprus with him three hundred army followers. Upon 
arrival, each of them went in search of a place of recluse; Afxentios made his ay to a cave at a place called 
Yudi, near the coastal village of Kaplica/Oavlos, which is northwest of BOyOkkonuk. According to local legend. 
the body of the saint was discovered by peasants from both BOyOkkonuk and YedikonuklEptagomi villages. 
The inhabitants of the tWo villages could not agree on where to bury his remains ~nd a dispute broke out. In 
the end, they decided to lay the body on an ox-drawn cart and see which directio the animals would go. The 
animals headed towards BOyOkkonuk and stopped at the chapel of St. Mavra. hen a ferocious altercation 
~sued between the two villages, the saint is said to have arisen and uttered a si gle ord, "Gomin, indicating 
that spot. Until then, the village had been known as Gomi; at that time, the wo~ "Kebir" (holy) was added so 

village became known as Komi Kebir . 



Near the center of village anc:Iacroaa from 1he primafy school. this single 8IsIe basiIca is the largest of the village's 
Orthodox churches. It is of Latin deeIgn with a vaulted roof The north entrance bears two dates. 1873 as the 
date of construction and 1888 as the date of I8I1OV8tion The iconosIasis Is dated 1897. The sculpture of a two 
headed eagle, the emblem of1he Orthodox Churdl. stands at the west entrance. 



Visitor Services 

Coffee Shops 

Traditional Restaurants 

Accomodation (Bed&Breakfasts) 

Handicraft Shop 

The village market (store) 

The family-run bakery 

Donkey ride (a service that can be made available) 

Cheese-making (a service that can be made available) 

Olive mill in operation, Handicraft Courses 

Cooking classes (a service that can be made available) 

Coiffeur, Postal Services 

I I 
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How to get to Buyukkonuk Eco-Village 
The village is accessible both from the northern coast and Salamis roads. It is 40 km from Gazimagusa (Famagusta), 
77 km from the capital Lefko~a (Nicosia), and 111 km from Girne (Kyrenia). 

Lefko§a - to - BUyUkkonuk 
To get to BOyOkkonuk village from Lefko~a, take the Lefko~a-Karpaz main road approximately 15 km, to a large road 
sign pointing the way to Iskele. Follow this road until it ends at a junction with the Gazimagusa (Famagusta)-Karpaz 
road. Turn to the north-east (left), continue through the village of Bogaz, until you reach a sign for the 
BOyOkkonuk tum-off, towards the mountains (left). Proceed one kilometer from the turn-off you will reach Tuzluca 
village. Five kilometres further down the road you will arrive at the enchanting village of BOyOkkonuk, the first 
"eco-village" in northern Cyprus. 

Gazimagusa - to - BUyUkkonuk 
From Famagusta, take the Famagusta-Karpaz main road north, approximately 40 km until the BOyOkkonuk road sign 
on the north-west side (left) of the road; then continue as above. 

Gime - to - BUyUkkonuk 
To get to BOyOkkonuk village from Girne you take the coastal road 68 km to Kaphca village passing through~~:­
the village of Esentepe. Drive through the village of Kaphca approximately 8 km to the turnoff for 
BOyOkkonuk to the east (right) and continue another 6 km. The drive will climb up to the ridge and 
BOyOkkonuk will be the first village you will encounter on the descent. 

FAMAGUSTA 
(Gazimagusa) 



For more information: 
•• •• 

BUYUKKONUK Eco-tourism Association 
web site: http://www.ecotourismcyprus.com 

tel: +90 542 850 57 58 

Presening Cyprus' rich cultural and natural heritage IS one way of ensurmg a more prosperous and peaceful future. 
This brochure trail guide was de\ eloped by and for the community of Buyukkonuk in support of its efforts to promote 
eco-tourism and environmental sustainability. This work has been sponsored in part by the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) through the Economic Development and Growth for Enterprises (EDGE) project. 


