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INTRODUCTION

‘This booklet is designed as a quick guide
for identifying maize diseases. It is intended
for field use by agricultural technicians and
maize producers. The text provides a brief
description of some of the principal maize
diseases, their causal agents, and their symp-
toms. Color photos of diseased plants are
included as an aid to visual identification.

The three major disease classifications are
described according to causal agents: (1)
fungi, (2) bacteria, and (3) viruses.

Diseases included were selected on the
basis of their potential for economic damage
in maize-growing countries throughout the
world. In this second edition we have included
some area specific diseases.























































































































































































f icillium spp.

Damage is most frequently caused by Peni-
cillium oxalicum; .occasionally, other species
may be involved. In many instances, it is as-
sociated with ear damage by insects.

A conspicuous light blue-green powder
grows between kernels and on the cob surf;
Kernels with fungal growth normally becc 3
bleached and streaked.

64


























































































The author thanks Leobardo Terpan,
of CIMMYT’'S Photography tab-
oratory, for his help in pho-

tographing several of the
original photos included
in this bulletin.

Publicatian design by:
Miguel Angel Ortega Aguilera






