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Appendix Species of fauna and fl ora recorded in the Th ree Sisters Cave Complex, Fikirini, in Kwale district, Kenya (Fig. 1), by 

Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order and Family, with their Kiswahili and Digo names, where available, any known medicinal or material 

value, phytogeographical region, and IUCN Red List (IUCN, 2009) or Coastal Forest Survey (CFS; Robetson & Luke, 1993) 

status.

Species Kiswahili name Digo name Medicinal1 Material2

Phytogeographical 

region3

IUCN, 

CFS 

status4

Kingdom Animalia, Phylum Arthropoda
Class Arachnida, Order Amblypygi, Family 

Phrynichidae
 African whip spider Damon diadema
 African whip spider Euphrynichus 

  bacillifer
Class Chilopoda, Order Coleoptera, Family 

Chrysomelidae
 Fool’s gold beetle Aspidimorpha sp.
Class Chilopoda, Order Coleoptera, Family 

Scarabaeidae
 Plum dung beetle Anachalcos convexus
Class Diplopoda, Order Julida, Family 

Spirostreptidae
 Giant African millipede Archispirostreptus 

  gigas
Class Diplopoda, Order Polydesmida 
 Flat-backed millipede5

Class Insecta, Order Blattaria, Family 

Blaberidae
 Porcelain cockroach Gyna lurida
 Tree cockroach Gyna caff orum

 Gyna sp.5

Class Insecta, Order Hymenoptera, Family 

Formicidae
 Safari ant Dorylus sp.
Class Insecta, Order Lepidoptera, Family 

Nymphalidae
 White barred charaxes Charaxes brutus
 Blue spotted charaxes Charaxes cithaeron
 Pearl spotted charaxes Charaxes jahlusa
 Gold banded forester Euphaedra neophron
 Forest queen Euxanthe wakefi eldi
 Daniad eggfl y Hypolimnas misuppus
 Blue pansy Junonia oenone
 Small spotted sailor Neptis saclava 

  marpessa
Class Insecta, Order Lepidoptera, Family 

Papilionidae
 Large striped swordtail Graphium antheus
 Christmas butterfl y Papilio demodocus
Class Insecta, Order Mantodea, Family Mantidae
 Budwing mantis Parasphendale affi  nis
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Species Kiswahili name Digo name Medicinal1 Material2

Phytogeographical 

region3

IUCN, 

CFS 

status4

Class Insecta, Order Orthoptera, Family 

Acrididae
 Common stick grasshopper Acrida 

  acuminata

Class Insecta, Order Orthoptera, Family 

Pyrogomorphidae
 Pyrogomorphid grasshopper 

  Phyteumas olivaceus
Class Insecta, Order Orthoptera
 Cave cricket5

Kingdom Animalia, Phylum Chordata

Class Amphibia, Order Anura, Family 

Hyperolidae
 Spiny leaf folding frog Afrixalus fornasini LC
 Senegal kassina Kassina senegalensis LC
Class Amphibia, Order Anura, Family 

Ranidae
 Anchieta’s rocket frog Ptychadena 

  anchietae

LC

 Mascarene grass frog Ptychadena 

  mascareniensis

LC

Class Mammalia, Order Carnivora, Family 

Viverridae
 Common genet Genetta genetta LC
Class Mammalia, Order Chiroptera, Family 

Emballonuridae
 Hildegarde’s tomb bat Taphozous 

  hildegardeae

VU

Class Mammalia, Order Chiroptera, Family 

Hipposideridae
 Commerson’s leaf-nosed bat Hipposideros 

  commersoni

NT

Class Mammalia, Order Chiroptera, Family 

Pteropidae
 Eyptian fruit bat Rousettus aegyptiacus LC
Class Mammalia, Order Chiroptera, Family 

Vespertilionidae
 Schreiber’s long fi ngered bat Miniopterus 

  schreibersii

NT

Class Mammalia, Order Primates, Family 

Cercopithecidae
 Sykes monkey Cercopithecus mitis LC
 Angolan black & white colobus Colobus 

  angolensis palliatus

LC

 Savannah baboon Papio cynocephalus LC
Class Mammalia, Order Primates, Family 

Galagonidae
 Lesser bushbaby Galago senegalensis LC
Class Mammalia, Order Rodentia, Family 

Hystricidae
 Crested porcupine Hystrix cristata LC
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Species Kiswahili name Digo name Medicinal1 Material2

Phytogeographical 

region3

IUCN, 

CFS 

status4

Class Mammalia, Order Rodentia, Family 

Sciuridae
 Zanji sun squirrel Heliosciurus undulatus DD
 Coastal red bush squirrel Paxaxerus 

  palliatus

LC

Class Reptilia, Order Squamata, Family 

Colubridae
 Brown house snake Lamprophis 

  fuliginosus
Class Reptilia, Order Squamata, Family 

Pythonidae
 African python Python sebae
Class Reptilia, Order Squamata, Family 

Varanidae
 Nile monitor Varanus niloticus
Class Reptilia, Order Squamata, Family 

Viperidae
 Puff  adder Bitis arietans

Kingdom Animalia, Phylum Mollusca

Class Gastropoda, Order Pulmonata, Family 

Achatinidae
 East African land snail Achatina fulica

Class Gastropoda, Order Pulmonata
 Snail5

Kingdom Plantae, Phylum Tracheophyta

Class Liliopsida, Order Arales, Family Araceae
 Amphorphophallus maximus ZI+1 RK
Class Liliopsida, Order Arecales, Family 

Palmae
 Hyphaene compressa Mkoma Mkoma Th a,W ZI+1
Class Liliopsida, Order Liliales, Family 

Smilacaceae
 Smilax anceps Mbugu mwiba Muriga PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Apiales, Family 

Araliaceae
 Cussonia zimmermannii Mpapayi-Mwitu Mnyala Cf ZI-E
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Capparales, 

Family Capparaceae
 Capparis sp. U
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Capparales, 

Family Moringaceae
 Moringa oleifera Mzunze, Mrongo U EXS
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Celastrales, 

Family Celastraceae
 Gymnosporia buchananii Mudziyadziya Fe PA
 Gymnosporia mossambicensis Mnyao-Nyao Mdziyadziya ZI-E
 Gymnosporia sp. U
 Pristimera adongensis PA RK
 Salacia erecta PA
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Species Kiswahili name Digo name Medicinal1 Material2

Phytogeographical 

region3

IUCN, 

CFS 

status4

Class Magnoliopsida, Order Ebenales, 

Family Ebenaceae
 Diospyros squarrosa Mpweke P,Th ZI+1
 Euclea natalensis Mdaa-Mwitu Mlala Ba,D,Th a,R PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Euphorbiales, 

Family Euphorbiaceae
 Alchornea laxifl ora Munza Jembe PA
 Antidesma venosum Msazizi Mdzengatsongo L PA
 Drypetes reticulata Mbage P ZI+1
 Mallotus oppositifoliuis Mchacha Mkonga Ch PT
 Phyllanthus reticulatus Mkasiri Mkwamba PT
 Phyllanthus sp. U
 Ricinodendron heudelotii Muawa ZI-E RK
 Ricinus communis Muono U
 Tragia sp. U

Class Magnoliopsida, Order Fabales, 

Family Leguminosae
 Afzelia quanzensis Mbambakofi Mbambakofi F,Sw PA
 Albizia adianthifolia Mchani-Mbawe Mtsani PA
 Angylocalyx braunii ZI-E VU
 Caesalpinia bonduc Mkomwe, 

Mkete

Mkomwe U

 Canavalia cathartica Mpupu, Mtele Mbolokolo PT
 Dichrostachys cinerea Mkingiri Ti,Sp,Fi KCE
 Erythrina abyssinica Mbamba 

Ngoma

Mbamba 

Ngoma

Bh,Dr,S,T PA RKC

 Ormocarpum kirkii Mkitaji Chitadzi H,Ma,Sd Ws PA
 Piliostigma thonningii Mchekeche Mutseketse C Bo,D,Th ,Ta PA
 Senna singueana Mbaraka Muhumba Sa PT
 Tamarindus indica Mkwaju Mkwaju La Ch,Ws PT
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Gentianales, 

Family Apocynaceae
 Saba comorensis P PA
 Schizozygia coff aeoides Mwango Sd PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Gentianales, 

Family Asclepiadaceae
 Cryptolepis apiculata ZI+1
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Gentianales, 

Family Loganiaceae
 Strychnos madagascariensis M(u)wakwa Mkwakwa ZI-E
 Strychnos spinosa Mtonga Muhonga Ti ZI-E
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Lamiales, 

Family Acanthaceae
 Baleria whytei KCE R
 Ecboluim striatum U
 Th unbergia holstii Mkia ya ngombe U
 Th unbergia sp. U
 Whitfi eldia elongata PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Lamiales, 

Family Boraginaceae
 Hilsenbergia nemoralis Mbunduki Mubalazi ZI-E
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Species Kiswahili name Digo name Medicinal1 Material2

Phytogeographical 

region3

IUCN, 

CFS 

status4

Class Magnoliopsida, Order Lamiales, 

Family Lamiaceae
 Hoslundia opposita Mlanyuni Mtserere Cu,E,H,Sa T PT
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Lamiales, 

Family Verbenaceae
 Clerodendrum sp. U
 Lantana camara Mjasasa H PT
 Vitex payos Mfufu Mfudu Ti ZI+1
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Laurales, 

Family Hernandiaceae
 Gyrocarpus americanus PT
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Magnoliales, 

Family Annonaceae
 Annona senegalensis Mtokomo-mwitu Mbokwe Sa D PA
 Monanthotaxis fornicata Mguku, Mwgeni ZI-E
 Monanthotaxis trichocarpa Mudazala H ZI-E
 Monodora grandidieri Mganda-simba Mkere A,Bo ZI+1
 Uvariodendron kirkii Mnofu-wa-kuku ZI-E VU
 Xylopia longipetala PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Malvales, 

Family Bombacaceae
 Adansonia digitata Mbuyu Mbuyu D,R PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Malvales, 

Family Malvaceae
 Abutilon mauritianum Maumanda Chibangula 

mavi

Ds U

Class Magnoliopsida, Order Malvales, 

Family Sterculiaceae
 Cola minor Kipanderua ZI-E
 Cola uloloma ZI-E
 Sterculia rhyncocarpa Mgoza, Ngozo Mugoza St ZI+1
 Sterculia appendiculata Mfune, Msefu Mfune Ti ZI+1
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Malvales, 

Family Tiliaceae
 Grewia plagiophylla Mfukofuko Mkone K A,Bo,Ru,Ti ZI-E
 Grewia sp. U
 Triumfetta sp. U
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Myrtales, 

Family Combretaceae
 Combretum sp. U
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Myrtales, 

Family Melastomataceae
 Memecylon sp. U
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Polygalales, 

Family Malpighiaceae
 Acridocarpus alopecurus ZI+1
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Ranunculales, 

Family Menispermaceae
 Anisocycla blepharosepala ZI-E
 Jateorhiza palmata PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Rhamnales, 

Family Rhamnaceae
 Ziziphus mucronata Mkunazi Mungugune Ti PT
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Species Kiswahili name Digo name Medicinal1 Material2

Phytogeographical 

region3

IUCN, 

CFS 

status4

Class Magnoliopsida, Order Rhamnales, 

Family Vitaceae
 Cissus sp. U
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Rubiales, 

Family Rubiaceae
 Coff ea pseudozanguebariae Mperamwitu ZI-E VU
 Gardenia ternifolia Kimwemwe Kimwemwe E,Em Ti PA
 Keetia gueinzii Mti-ndapo Munyunzu PA RKC
 Polysphaeria parvifolia Mchesi, Mlapaa Mtsongan-

yamba

P PA

 Psychotria punctata Mwango KCE
 Psychotria sp. U
 Psychotria sp. U
 Rytigynia sp. U
 Tarenna sp. U
 Vangueria infausta Mviru, Muiru Mviru, Muiru PA
 Vangueria randii ZI-E
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Salicales, 

Family Salicaceae
 Ludia mauritiana Mfuwate ZI+1
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Sapindales, 

Family Anacardiaceae
 Lannea schweinfurthii Muyumbu-Maji H,Sa T,R,D,S ZI-E
 Lannea welwitschii Mchumbu ZI-E
 Ozoroa insignis Msangasanga K,D PA
 Sclerocarya birrea Mngongo Mngongo Ds,L,Rh B PA
 Sorindeia madagascariensis Mtunguma Mkunguma PT
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Sapindales, 

Family Meliaceae
 Azadirachta indica Mkilifi Mwarubaini 

kamili

PT AI

 Trichilia emetica Mnwamaji Munwa-madzi Em So,Dr,F,Ti PT
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Sapindales, 

Family Rutaceae
 Toddalia asiatica Kikombe-cha-

chui

C,Em PT

 Vepris simplicifolia Muchimi wa 

tsakani

Pl B,Ws,Ti PA RKC

 Vepris trichocarpa Mti-Chuma Kidimu-Tskaka PA
 Zanthoxylum chalybeum Mjafari Mdungu Em,M,Sa,St T PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Sapindales, 

Family Sapindaceae
 Blighia unijugata Mwakamwatu Mpwakapwaka Ti PA
 Deinbollia borbonica Mwakamwaka Mnwaka-puza ZI+1
 Lecaniodiscus fraxinifolius Mkunguma Mkunguma Ti ZI-E
 Macphersonia gracilis hildebrandtii PT RK
 Pancovia sp. U
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Sapindales, 

Family Sapotaceae
 Sideroxylon inerme Mkokobara PT
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Species Kiswahili name Digo name Medicinal1 Material2

Phytogeographical 

region3

IUCN, 

CFS 

status4

Class Magnoliopsida, Order Scrophulariales, 

Family Bignoniaceae
 Fernandoa magnifi ca Mtisumu, 

Mbomba

Mulangalanga Ch ZI+1

 Kigelia africana Mwegea Mgondo PA
 Markhamia zanzibarica Mtawanda Mpalawanda Bo,A,Th PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Urticales, 

Family Moraceae
 Antiaris toxicaria Mkunde Mguoguo PA
 Artocarpus heterophyllus U EXS
 Ficus bubu PA
 Ficus bussei Mugandi G,St ZI+1
 Ficus ottoniifolia ZI+1
 Ficus sycomorus Mkuyu Mkuyu Ti,W PT
 Milicia excelsa Mvuli Mvuli Ti PA LR/

NT
 Morus alba Mforsadi Mfurusadi U
 Morus mesozygia Mkuyu U
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Urticales, 

Family Ulmaceae
 Celtis philippensis Mutambuu D PT
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Violales, 

Family Flacourtiaceae
 Grandidiera boivinii Mchonga-

Nyumba

ZI-E

 Rawsonia lucida Ws PA
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Violales, 

Family Passifl oraceae
 Adenia gummifera Mugore, 

Mgore

G PA

 Schlechterina mitostemmatoides Mganga-Lungo Mzereru ZI-E
Class Magnoliopsida, Order Violales, 

Family Violaceae
 Rinorea arborea Mkandaa-Mwitu Th ,Ti ZI+1
 Rinorea ferruginea Mbavubavu, 

Mpau

ZI+1 RK

 Rinorea ilicifolia Mkurute Ti PA

1C, cough; Ch, chest; Cu, cuts; D, diarrhoea; Ds, dysentery; E, eyes; Em, emetic; G, gonorrhoea; H, headache; K, kidney; 

L, liver; La, laxative; M, malaria; Ma, muscle ache; Pl, pleurisy; Rh, rheumatism; Sa, stomach ache; Sd, skin disorders; St, sore 

throat
2A, arrows; B, bowls; Ba, basket; Bh, beehives; Bo, bows; Cf, coffi  n; Ch, charcoal; D, dye; Dr, traditional drums; F, furniture; 

Fe, fences; Fi, fi rewood; G, glue; P, poles; R, rope; Ru, rungus; S, stools; Sp, spear shaft s; St, string; Sh, shipwood; T, tea; 

Ta, tanin; Th , tool handles; Th a, thatching; Ti, timber; W, weaving; Ws, walking sticks
3PA, Pan African; PT, Pan Tropical; ZI-E, Zanzibar-Inhambane Endemic; ZI+1, Zanzibar-Inhambane + one other region; 

KCE, Kenya Coast Endemic; U, Unassigned
4VU, Vulnerable; NT, Near Th reatened; LR/NT, Lower Risk Near Th reatened; LC, Least Concern (not a Red List status but rather 

indicates that the species has been assessed and is not under any threat of extinction); DD, Data Defi cient (IUCN, 2001). R, Rare; 

RK, Rare Kenya; RKC, Rare Kenya Coast; AI, Alien Invasive; EXS, Exotic Species (Robetson & Luke, 1993).
5Unidentifi ed species
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