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Information 

•  Kingdom Plantae, the Plants  
•  Division Magnoliophyta, the Angiosperms (flowering plants)  

–  Class Magnoliopsida, the Dicotyledons  
–  Subclass Magnoliidae  

•  Order Papaverales  
–  Family Fumariaceae, the Fumitories  

»  Genus Corydalis, the Corydalis  

(It has also been considered a subfamily of Papaveraceae- class book by 
Walters, Keil, and Murrell) 



Character Subfamily 
Papaveroideae 

Subfamily 
Fumarioideae 

Habitat Annual or perennial herbs, 
shrubs, rarely small trees 

Annual or perennial herbs 

Latex  
Sepals 

Present 
2-3, large, enclosing 
flower  bud 

Absent 
2, small and bract-like, 
much shorter than flower 
bud 

Symmetry Radial or nearly so, fully 
distinct 

Bilateral or isobilateral (4 
petals in 2 unequal pairs), 
the inner cohering at tip 

Spurs 
Stamens 

Absent 
(4-)many, equal 

Present on 1 or 2 petals 
6, tetradynamous 



Corydalis 

Tender glabrous herbs, annual or biennial or perennial, with watery 
juice. Leaves dissect. Flowers hypogenous, irregular, diadelphous; 
sepals small, scale like; corolla spurred below; fruit a slender pod 
like 2-valved capsule; seeds small, black, shiny. 

Corydalis, from the Greek korudallis (korydallis), "crested 
lark", in reference to the shape of the flower 
resembling that of the bird's spur.  



Distributions in Alaska/Yukon 

C. aurea 

C. sempervirens 

Green- C. sempervirens 
Purple- C. aurea 



Keel 

Banner wing 

spur 

6 stamen  
(tetradynamous 4 long, 2 short) 

5 merous 
sepals  
3-4 mm long 

Sepals  
1-3 mm long 

stigma  
triangular 

4 pipillae 

8 papillae stigma  
2-lobed 

C. aurea C. sempervirens 



C. aurea C. sempervirens 

pink with  
yellow tips 

golden yellow 

spur  
3-6 mm  
long 

spur  
2-4 mm  
long 

tall  
erect  
stem 

small,  
shrub like 

http://www.em.ca/garden/native/nat_Corydalis%20sempervirens.html 
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C. sempervirens 
H1203280 

C. aurea 
H1202959 

pinnate,  
more rounded  

bipinnate,  
more acute  

Capsule 2-5 cm 
 long,  

erect-ascending  

Capsule 1.5-2.5 cm  
long, 

pendulous, torulose 



C. aurea Willd. 

Use Medicinal: Amerindians used tea for painful menstruation, 
 backache, diarrhea, bronchitis, heart diseases, sore 
 throat, and stomach aches; inhaled fumes from burning 
 roots for headaches.  

Warning: This plant is believed to be poisonous to livestock if 
 consumed in quantity due to high alkaloid content. 
 Humans should generally avoid ingesting plants that are 
 toxic to animals.  
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