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CERCOSPORA LI QUI DAMBARI S LEAF SPOT OF SVWEETGUM

R M Leahy'

Li qui danbar styraciflua L. or sweetgum as it is comonly known, is an inpor-
tant hardwood tree of the eastern United States both for its wood qualities and
ornanental value. Sweetgum grows quite rapidly, can be propagated by seed or
sprouts and produces beautiful autumm foliage (4).

CAUSE: There are several fungal |eaf spot diseases which occur on sweetgum The
nost comon is caused by Cercospora ligquidanbaris Cooke & Elis (1)
(Cer cospora i quidanbaris Sawada) (2). Recent taxonomic revision within the
genus Cercospora may place this fungus in the newer, nobre appropriate genus,
Pseudocer cospora (3).

SYMPTOVS: The leaf spots this fungus produces are angular to subcircular (2-
10nm), dark brown in color and are usually enclosed by a narrow rai sed border
(Fig. 1). Fungal sporulation occurs on both sides of affected | eaves (1).

CONTROL: In the natural f orest
environnent, this sweetgum disease
rarely, if ever, Dbecomes serious
i enough to warrant any particular

5 control neasures (5). This |eaf spot

is, however, of concern to nurserynen
- whose custoners denand cl ean heal t hy-
) | ooking trees. Control of Cercospora
.’-. | eaf spot can be achi eved through the
application of
the system c fungicide benonyl. This
fungicide should be applied at the
first sign of disease. Synptons are
usually nore preval ent on ol der
foliage; however, under heavy inocu-

*

| um pressure, infection nay appear
on younger |eaves. Additionally, good
hY sanitation through the renoval of
N infected, fallen | eaves would help to
reduce the inoculum level and aid in

control .

Fig. 1. Cercospora |eaf spot (Cercospora

liquidanbaris Cooke and Ellis) causing SURVEY AND DETECTI ON: Cer cospor a
angular to subcircular | eaf spots  on | quidanbaris on sweetqum is easil
sweet gum (Li qui danbar stryaciflua L.) (DPI regogni zed by its charagteristi c, y

Phot o ##850012- 5) rat her angul ar dark brown | eaf
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spots. Inspection of affected foliage with a hand | ens may reveal m nute
greyish-colored tufts produced on both sides of the foliar |esions.
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