
Comparison of Similar Looking Plants
Baeckea frutescens and Leptospermum madidum ssp. sativum

Scientific name:
Baeckea frutescens

Common name: Weeping Coast Myrtle

Family name:  Myrtaceae

Origin: S.E. China to E. Australia

Scientific name: 
Leptospermum madidum ssp. sativum

Common name: Weeping Tea Tree

Family name:  Myrtaceae

Origin: Northern Territory of Australia
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Character comparison

Baeckea frutescens
Leptospermum madidum

ssp. sativum

Form • Small tree up to 6 m tall
• Branches upright, then drooping

• Small tree up to 9 m tall
• Branches long and pendulous

Foliage • Needle-like
• 5 – 15 mm long
• Opposite arrangement, clustered 

on short axillary shoots

• Narrowly-linear
• 5 – 7 cm long
• Alternate arrangement
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Character comparison

Baeckea frutescens
Leptospermum madidum 

ssp. sativum

Flower • Borne solitary on leaf axils • Inflorescence 3 or more 
flowered on leaf axils or 
shoot terminals

Fruit • About 2 mm in diameter • About 3 mm in diameter

Please visit our website florafaunaweb.nparks.gov.sg for more information.
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https://florafaunaweb.nparks.gov.sg/Home.aspx


Character comparison

Baeckea frutescens
Leptospermum madidum 

ssp. sativum

Trunk • Brown
• Fissured

• Outer bark light-brown; 
inner bark brownish-pink, 
aging to creamy-white upon 
contacting with air

• Peeling in thin strips

Please visit our website florafaunaweb.nparks.gov.sg for more information.

© Horticulture Outreach and Heritage Trees, National Parks Board, 2017

References
Australian National Botanic Gardens: Leptospermum madidum ssp. Sativum. 

https://www.anbg.gov.au/leptospermum/leptospermum-madidum-
sat.html (accessed on 24 Jul. 2017).

Eflora of China: Baeckea frutescens. 
http://frps.eflora.cn/frps/Baeckea%20frutescens (accessed on 24 Jul. 
2017).

Germplasm Resources Information Network (GRIN). https://npgsweb.ars-
grin.gov/gringlobal/taxonomydetail.aspx?id=400042 (accessed on 24 Jul. 
2017).

KeyBase – Flowering Plant of Queensland: Species of Leptospermum. 
http://keybase.rbg.vic.gov.au/keys/show/2941 (accessed on 24 Jul. 2017).

New South Wales Flora Online: Baeckea frutescens. 
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-
bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Baeckea~frutescens (accessed 
on 24 Jul. 2017).

https://florafaunaweb.nparks.gov.sg/Home.aspx
https://www.anbg.gov.au/leptospermum/leptospermum-madidum-sat.html
http://frps.eflora.cn/frps/Baeckea frutescens
https://npgsweb.ars-grin.gov/gringlobal/taxonomydetail.aspx?id=400042
http://keybase.rbg.vic.gov.au/keys/show/2941
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Baeckea~frutescens

