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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Brachydontium trichodes 
Status: Endangered; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: NW of Sally Gap, Co. Wicklow 
  
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Brachydontium 
trichodes 

20 07 River Liffey, NW of Sally Gap; 
on the side of a granite boulder 
on the NW bank of the river 
some 20m upstream of the 
public road bridge, alt 360m. 

O11 2010.03.12 Denyer, J. & 
Rothero, G. 

SAC002122 

Brachydontium 
trichodes 

20 07 NW of Sally Gap; By River Liffey O1101612762 2015.12.01 Rory Hodd SAC002122 

Brachydontium 
trichodes 

20 07 NW of Sally Gap; By River Liffey O1104812779 2015.12.01 Rory Hodd SAC002122 

 
 
 
 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 
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Field Data Sheet – Rare and Threatened Bryophyte Survey 2015 
 
Species 
Brachydontium trichodes 

County 
Wicklow 

6" Map 
Wi006 

Discovery Map 
56 

Locality/ Site name 
Northwest of Sally Gap 

Vice-county (No.) 
H20 

SAC/NHA 
002122 Wicklow Mountains 
SAC 

Grid ref (GPS, National 
Grid) 
(i) O1101612762(±3) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
3669-B 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd 

Elevation (m) 
350 

Solid geology 
Granite  

Survey date 
01/12/2015 

Site description Site consists of a relatively shallow river valley of the infant River 
Liffey, in which numerous boulders are scattered, upstream of 
the R759 running from Kilbride to the Sally Gap 

Population description Occurs at two locations, as scattered shoots and small patches 
with occasional sporophytes, on the damp shaded sides of 
granite boulders, within 2 metres of the edge of the river. 

Associated species Associated with Racomitrium fasciculare and Kindbergia 
praelonga. 

Vegetation (after Fossit, 
2000) 

ER3 Siliceous loose rock 

Current management Low to moderate levels of grazing are taking place in the area, 
and a relatively recent burn has occurred.  

Threats Few direct threats exist, strong burn could possibly damage 
populations, and dumping from the nearby road could also be a 
threat 

Conservation measures Ensure dumping does not occur in vicinity. 

Ownership Wicklow National Park 
 
 

Access Located 10m from R759 road, where there is a large parking area 
beside the bridge. 

Other remarks It is very likely that other populations remain undetected in the 
area, as there are many potentially suitable rocks. 

 

Additional GPS readings for the species 
 

National Grid 
Letter 

Easting Northing Comments 

O 11048 12779 (±5) (ii) 350m alt. 
    
    

 
Synonymous habitat/vegetation types : 
 
First record and other comments: 
The previous record at this location was made by J.L. Denyer and G.P. Rothero in 2010. 
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Photographs: 

 
Photograph 1: Location of population (i) of B. trichodes alongside the River Liffey near Sally Gap, as 
indicated by red arrow. 
 

 
Photograph 2: Group of boulders, on one of which B. trichodes grows, location indicated by red 
arrow.  
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Photograph 3: Boulder on which population (i) of B. trichodes grows, location of population indicated 
by red arrow. 
 
 
 

 
Photograph 4: Habitat of population (ii) of B. trichodes on boulder near the River Liffey, location 
indicated by red arrow. 
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Maps and Aerial Photographs: 
 

 
Figure 1: OSI Discovery Series map showing the locations of B. trichodes (marked by red dots) 
northwest of Sally Gap (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 

 
Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the locations of B. trichodes (marked by red dots) northwest of Sally 
Gap (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the locations of B. trichodes (marked by red dots) northwest of Sally 
Gap (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
 

 

 
Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the locations of B. trichodes (marked by red dots) northwest of 
Sally Gap (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government 
of Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Satellite image showing the locations of B. trichodes (marked by red dots) northwest of 
Sally Gap (Basemap source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, 
USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community). 
 
 
Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Possibly vulnerable to eutrophication 
• Competition from coarse vegetation 

 
Potential site-specific threats/issues 
 

• Low to moderate levels of grazing are taking place in the area, and a relatively recent burn has 
occurred. Few direct threats exist; a strong burn could possibly damage populations, and 
dumping from the nearby road could also be a threat. 
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