POCKET WULITIR _
BROD. & UTL, FAC. £0 - 3§
COMMITTEES

JUDICIARY . MINORITY CHAIRMAN
CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES &
FEDERAL RELATIONS

LAW AND JusTICR
URBAN AFFAIRS AND HOUSING

ISTH DISTRICT
GEORGE W. GEKAS
408 NORTH SECOND STREET
HARRISBURG, PA. 17101

&RVED

SEP 241373

Docketing and Service Braach
Secretary of the Commission

U.S. Nuclear Regula*t ~v Commissiomn
1717 High Street, N.

Washingtom, D. C. 20555

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

1, George W. Gekas, Pennsylvania State Senator from the 15th
Senatorial District of Dauphin and Lebanon Counties, do hereby
petition the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to speak as an inter-
venor in the hearing on the reopening of the Unit I nuclear reactor
on Three Mile Island.

The testimony I will present will be partly -hat which I recently
submitted to the President's Commission on the Accident at Three Mile
Island (see attached), plus other comsideratioms.

Thank you for your time.

Respectfully yours,
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* 1STH DISTRICT
GECRCE ;. GEKAS
THE STATE ZAPITOL
HARRISBURG. PA. 17120

SUITE 51, UNION DEPOSIT MALL
HARRISBURG, PA. 17111

Seruate of Perursyloanria

TO: The Chairman and Members of the President's Commission on the Accident at

Three Mile Island

The 15th Senatorial District of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, which I

represent, is composed of the entire County of Dauphim and part of the County of
Lebanen.

Within this district are situated the capital city of Harrisburg, Middletown,
and the nuclear generating complex called Three Mile Island.

Dauphin County is inhabitated by some 240,000 people, all of whom live within
the proverbial earshot of the subject nuclear facility.

My purpose in 2 dressing your commission is to enter into the record of your
ongoing proceedings the following:

1. Copies of editorials published by the Patriot and Evening News,
the newspaper most widely circulated in our area.

2. Copy of the statement of Joseph T. Dalasy, D.D., Bishop of
Harrisburg.

3. A policy state.:nt on the Ethical Implications of Energy

Production and Use, adopted by the National Council of the Churches
of Chris=*.

4. Tabulations of a poll conducted by my office following the
accident.

5. Comclusions reached by myself, as Senator for the 15th
Districe.

Editorials

The edirorials clearly reflect the community concerns that emerged from
the accident. The adverse impact of the incident on business-activity, tourism,
industrial production, etc., is explicit in the message of the editorials. They
also accurately discern the agony suffered by the populace throughout the period.

1271 010



Statement of Bishop Daley

The plea of the spiritual and diocesan leader of one of tlie largest
church communities in our area is poignantly direct as to the reaaing of the
phenomenon.

NCCC Policy Statement

This statement addresses the ethical considerations of the further wanton
use and abuse of our planet. This policy has been adopted by many of the churches
in the 15th Senatorial District.

Poll

The poll was conducted through the medium of the area's largest newspaper
circulation, The Patriot and Evening News. Readers were urged to mail their re-
sponses together with their names and addresses to our office.

Although admittedly, the survey was not scientifically vased the results
definitely confirmed the sentiments which I had perscnally perceived since March
28, 1979.

I attended countless meetings, received (and I still receive) all forms of
written correspoadence, including petitions, letters, cards, mailgrams, etc.,
dealing with Three Mile Island. My office also received many many telephone calls
and personal visitations.

The totality of contact confirmed and re-confirmed the results of the poll,
and I am absolutely satisfied that it is accurate.

Conclusions

I respectfully urge the commission to recommend to the President of the
United States that Three Mile Island never again be opened as a nuclear facility.

The future of nuclear emergy in our nation is not at issue here. There may
come a day when nuclear science will develop foolproof, failsafe tecruo.ogies.
There may come a day when nuclear energy will be completely harnessed to the greater
good of mankind.

But even if that day should arrive next week, it should not be permitted
exercise at Three Mile Island. :

The people of our area have undergone an extraordinary event of extraordi-
nary con quences which are still mounting. There is no need to recount the mountain
of evidence already before you as to physical and mental health consequences of the
incident that have struck our people.

Fear alone, 2~ a separate phenomenon, would be raised to such an unbearable
tempo should TMI be r2opened that it is forseeable that am outmigration will occur
that would be tantamiunt to the very evacuation that voluntarily did occur in the
first days when thousands upon thousands abandoned their domicile.
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Our area must not be subjected to that possibility. It cannot be dis-
missed as mere conjecture, or an emotional respunse. Qur people fled! When they
returned, they did so cautiously and warily, ready to leave again, at a moment's
notice.

From the standpoint of maintaining the level of permanent, non-transient
population of our Central Pennsylvania community at its present proportions, TMI
must not again house nuclear capability.

T * area cannot afford to be the subject of intemse scrutiny by a pro-
spective oce business or prospective new home building family, or new industrial
venture, or planpmed vacation tour, and be rejected by reason of the presence of a
facility that would be conjured as belching radiatiom or apt to do so.

Local motels and hotels have already demonstrated this adverse reaction
by virtue of the many cancellations of conventions and conferences originally
scheduled for 198C and 1981 because the groups want to avoid the "stigma" of coming
so close tc Three Mile Island.

A reopening of the facility would create in a substantial majority of our
citizens such an apprehension of a monster interloping in their backyards that life
would literally be unbearable.

Some of our people, like some people everywhere on the globe, are emotionally
incapable of coping with massive fear — fear of the possible, fear of the unknown,
fear of a real and possible danger. I will not blindly ignore this fear by ascribing
to the assertion that- they must overcome it. The fear is too pervasive and too
strorg —— and justified.

Similarly, I will not be part of the response that says to not regenerate
TMI would be too costly. Monetary expense should not be the prime- consideration.
The cost, past and future, must be a priority item for the govenmental and utility
structure only after the real issue, the cost in human misery should TMI reopen,
is addressed.

Finally, the issue is reduced tc one of plain justice.

It would simply be an injustice to reopemn TMI. Our people have been used
as guinea pigs, as unwilling subjects of an experiment in terror. We have undergone
the trauma of readying hundreds of thousands of people for evacuation. We have under-
gone the distractiom of our schools, hospitals, and work places by reascn of the
accident. We have suffered the hurtful spectacle of our older people feeling Srapped
and alone in facilities for the aged. We have seen our mothers and mothers-to-be
despair for thei:r born and unborm. We have witnessed the herculean efforts of our
civil defense organizations in the face of an impossible task. It would be a vio-
lation of the huriwn rights of our people to re-open Three Mile Island, their rights
to live secnurely, without fear. To have a government approved re-installaticn of
the same menance that changed our lives forever would be a trespass on the very
right to exist in a normal manner.
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The pursuit of happiness, as envisioned by the constitutional fathers
would n» longer be possible in Central Pennsylvania .

Respectfully submitted,

George W. cekas
Senator, 15th District
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STATEMENT
ON

NUCLEAR ENERGY

JOSEPH T. DALEY, D.D.
BISHOP OF HARRISBURG

SEPTEMBER 9, 1979
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“The reality of these hazards, to date undeter-
mined in many instances, places a serious obliga-
tion . . . on all states considering such proje.s,
to proceed with utmost caution and with areal.sm
that will not run risks that the citizenry of an/
state and of the world has a right to be pro-
tected against.”’

In the light of the Three Mile Isiand accicent, it does
not appear that we have proceeded with either caution or
realism in aliowing the development of our present
dependency on nuclear power. Realism requires that we
acknowiledge that the immediate shutdown of the nuclear
industry would cause significant energy cutbacks, affect
ing jobs and the production of food and other necess:ties,
as well as our personal lives. Realism aiso requires tha: we
acknowledge that extensive mining and use of coal, using
existing technology, have adverse environmental and
heaith effects, as weil as depieting land resources we rold
.n stewardship. Realism requires that we acknowledge
that development on a wide scale of alternate energy
sources may well carry 2qually dangerous long-term
effects.

Butrealism also requires that we acknowiedge that we
have entered into nuclear energy development without
adequate knuwledge of what its effects on human life
are, or will be. Given the inability of the scien. fic com-
munity to agree on the health effects of the radi.'an
produced by the regular operation of nuclear power
piants; given the enormous human and economic cost of
even one TMI type accident. given the open agreement
that there s no method for disposal of radioactive waste
that .oes not threaten to seriously damage the world we
leave tn the future, realism requires that we acknowledge
that we have acted unwisely in ailowing the proliferation
of nuciear reactors.

MORATORIUM

Respect for human life and responsible stewardship
require that we call for a postponement of construction
of nuclear plants, including those now underway. The
purpose would be to provide time for the scientific com-
munity to make 3 more intense study of the safe use of
nuclear energy, including radioactive waste disposal, and
the physical effects of radiation. !t should continue until
the responsible government agencies can formulate
regulation® and policies to ensure proper construction of
plarts, agequate training of plant personnel to operate the
plants, and to guarantee the safety of the plants by a well-
reguiated and properly anforced system of inspection.

In cailing for such a delay, we must realize that there
IS nQ ready substitute for the energy that would be
produced by plants now under construction or in the
planrung stages. Consequently, a moratorium on nuclear
i lant construction mandates a simulitaneous moratorium
o1 increased 2nergy consumption. A moratorium will
require that each of us make a concerted 2ffort to
ccnserve energy, that we sacrifice some degree of personal
comfort and freedom to which we have become accus-
tomed, that we make more efficient use of the available
energy for life's necessities, rather than its comfors.

There are many scientific and technical questions
that must be answered in the discussion of cur nation’s
energy policy, in particular the policy on nuclear 2nergy.
We must ook to those people with the scientific and
technicai expertise to orovide us with reliable information
with which to answer those questions. In all the con-
troversy over the issue, we might well bear in mind the
words of Pope John XXIiIl that “scientific competence,
technical capacity and professional experience, aithough
necessary, are not of themseives sufficient > 2levate the
relations.iips of society to an order that is genuinely
human ... "

Respect for human life and responsible stewardship
are requirements in the determination of how to use the
scientific knowledge in 3 manner that is truly human
and of benefit to mankind.

COPIES AVAILABLE FROM
CATHULIC SOCIAL SERV'CES
RESPECT LIFE
P. 0. BOX 3851
HARRISBURG, PA. 17105
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Policy Statement on
THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF ENERGY PRODUCTION AND USE

Adopted by the NCCC Governing Board, May L1, 1979

INTRODUCTION: ETHICAL GUIDELINES ARE NECESSARy [N THE PRESTNT EMEOGY SITUATIONM

The purpose of this Palicy Statement is to ciarify tho valyes
which should inform decisions about nublic enercy nolicy, % set forth
broad quidelines for decision-making. to indicate criteria sy which
enerny technologies can be assessed, and finally %o sugaes: some public
policy positirns and appropriate acticns by Churches and individual

Christians,

The National Council of the Churches of Christ addresses the
energy issue from 3 conviction that Christians must be quiced by values
based on the Bibiical witness to creation, redemotion, stewardshin,
justice and hone. These values should shape the policy decisions neces-
sary to meet the nrofound challenge facing humanity: how tn share limited
amounts of enerqy fairly without poisonine gurselves by noisoning the wider

environment.

Enerqy sources on which societies have become dependent are heina
used up., Threatened shortages increase *he risk “hat hazardous cnerqy
technologies mav be developed and used, threateninn worid stability and
the ability of the earth to sustain life. Technica! experts not only dise
agree on the conclusions they draw from facts; they disaaree on the facti:s
themselves. [n such a threatenina and oewildering atmospnere, othics

Tstorovide imnortan: quidelines for eneray nnlicy decizinns,

1271 017
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Enarav use must ant excred tha [imited natural recources avadiable,
or overtax the ability of the envimonmoent 0 Yisarh anllution, Zricrity
in eneray us2 should he aiven to the satisfaction of hasic human needs
such as fond, shelter, health, and ¢ 2an 2ir and water, Human dianity
demands the widest nnssihle narticipation in policv decisions which seek

to meet these renuiresments,

THEQLOGY PROVIDES TIHE RASIS FOR MR CTHICS

Human teings are made by fad 2s persons-in-nature, cg-creaturas in
reciprocal relationshins with everything else that fod has made. As an
intcraral nart of creation, humanity sharns in its finite nature, Cnly
after making this basic affirmation does thn Bikle declare that humans
are distinctive because they are created in Nod's imane. Persons are
unigue in their canacftv tn resoon:t ta “nd in faith ar  None, ro _

their human neinhhars with love, and to the non-human nart of creation with

resnact and responsihle care,

Humanity has often selfishily distorted the divine cormissian to
axercise dominion over the earth intn an unlimitad Ticrnze to ~xnlait
the material worlid and weaker nersons., This nerversion of daminign
inta domination is a sin and is nne nf the underlvina :aus-c of the
enermy crisis. !then f3ith in the Crnator and in che inadom of Tad 15
renlaced by Faith in hwman ability %o soive all nenblems be technical

means, humanity has alsa fallen intny the 1in of idolatry,

The sbedient fulfillment of fod's command calls for ner.cns Lo
think and work toaether hoth as accountablic stewards of the whcle 22rty

and as bold advncaﬁes for fiirness in the human comaunite, \ 2 ]\ (7‘ g
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The 8ible makes clear that the fertility of the earth -. its abtlity
to sustain human 1ife in the neace and justiﬁe of Shalom -« is intimately
bound up with the protection of justice in the social order, Human faith-
Tessness and injustica to our neighbor could destroy the creation. The
definition of "neighbor" is rnow being radically expanded to encomnas:
all humans in past, present and future qenerations, as well as the rest
of creation. The rance of sur aethical responsibility must expand to
conform to the fact that using advanced technolooy jreavly increases the

range in time and snace of the consequences of human ac%ions,

THE ETHIC OF ECOLOGICAL JUSTTCE

We are called to embrace an ethic that takes into consideration
the claims of those involved and endanqered neiachbors who, in the
present enerqdy cebate, are necessarilv voiceless because they do rot

yet exist, or because they exist in the non-human creation.

Ecnlogical justice is such an ethic. It is an ethic for all
members of the communify of life, inspired by Christian hane for tne
fulfiliment of God's premises assured us in the resurrection. [& arovides
quidelines for human choice and action. An acolonically iust societv will

be gquided by the values of sustainability, faimess and narticination.

Sus fanablity refers to the earth's limited canacity to nrovide

resources and G aosord the pollution resulting from their
use, Sustainability requires that binloaical and social svstenms

1

which nurture and supnort 1ife not be denlatad ar s0isoned. Tha
enncent o sustiinability d>fines the limits within wmnich al? stouig

9artic16ate in the enuitable satisfaction of needs. | j’7] 019
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Fa¢4nc4¢ refers to distribution of enery rescurces on the basis
of need, and to an equitable dr:tr‘butfon o‘ thn total bene-
fits and costs, Fairness nmbodies amona other fhina " the

rights of today's qeneration and those yet unborn.

Cor i

jz»f’~fuaxian.‘s a component of fairmess in that the individual com~ -

‘munity member must take the responsibility and must Hav- the aongr-

tunity to be involved in determining public policy and the hier-

- -a.archy of values which ~1ide that poiicy.

"y It

ECOLIGTCAL JUSTICE INDICATES GENERAL AUIDELINES 0P PECISION-'AKTNG

-

Creating a just energy nolicy is «*fficult hecause inevitahlv some™ ~

ethically desirable goals must be "traded off" anainst other aqoals which
are also aood, Precisely hecause such decisions are not simple, thev
should be made only after maximum public consideration, with conscious
awareness of what good goals are bLeing sacrificed, and aqreemunt that
the sacrifice is necessary., The ethic of 2-nlagical Just1fe indicates
some aencral quidelines which should apnly when decisions are being

macde about eneray policy:

[) If using a technology noses a risk of irreversihle alobal damane,
great prudence and caution shnuld be exercised in dacidina ahout
its use., The areater the risk, the less moral justificatian thore

is for its use, 2 e

II) The survival needs of those who are below the minimum material 5tand-
ard of living should he met before the wants of those above that

standard, Since survival denends on enerqy, it should be distri-

buted by a standard that insures adequate food, health, housinna, f ?;7’

020
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and c'ean . -~ and water for all,

[11) The views of those whe will be affected ty 3 particular action

should be heard in the decision-making process.

[V) The effect on future generations of today's decisions must be

considered,

¥) Those who receive the benefits of eneray decisions should, as

much as possible, bear the costs.

V1) Reqardless of their size or nolitical influence, all countries
should have access to full and responsible narticipation in
arenas in which research and nolicy decisions are made which

will affect their energy futures,

VII) Quality of 1ife considerations -- such 2s numan dignity, satis-
faction in employment, community co~esion and reliqion -- must

be considered along with technical and economic factors.

ECOLOGICAL JUSTICT INDICATES CRITERIA FOR ASCESSING TTOUNCLCGIES

Ccnlogical justice is an, ethic of means as well as an ethic of
ends. An ecologically just society cannot he achieved by using a
technoloqy which violates the values of fairmess, sustainability
and narticipation, The Environmental Impact Statement has been
one means by which the effact of a technoloqy on our natural life-
support system can be monitored and controlled., o such ‘eaally
enforceable method exists to assess and control the social imnacts
of a technoloqgy on the quality of life of individuals, communities

and political institutions, Amona the areas affactad by technolonies
o el .
' 2!’] Ozi]
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are public health, employment, safety, income distribution, community

conesion and civil lilberties,

o sinale eneray technoloay can realisticallv be expectad to sunnly
all human needs; a diversity of resaurces and different-sized svstems
will be necessary. Ho eneray system will be free of contradictions and
comnromises, hut ideally each tachnoloay nursued will vinlate i3 few of

of the followina criteria as nossible:

Safa: orotective of the mman and natural eavironment, and nnt

threatening irreversible qlobal damane,

Annropriate to human naturs: not requiring infallibili‘v or

arror-freg performance from humans or machines,

Flexibie: canable of timely chanqe -- aven reversibility --
durirqg develnpment and use in order %o adapt to unpro-

dictable events, such as unexpectad health hazards,

-

lon=destructive tn nther necessitins of lifn: for instance

.

not remaving n0od aaricultural land from fond nroduction

or nollutina necossary water supnlies,

Jesource-s5avina:  using renewable enerqv sources rathor than

non-renevable - far instance, water nower rather than ail,

%* fesilient: canable of absorbina shocks, -- for instance, ail ame

% 2arqos, severe wintors -- withnut causina m3ior sncial dis

1runtions,




Fair: canable of *aving 1t= hanefits and r~csts allacated fairly .

to all, including future cenerationg -- far tretance, not

mayirina one argup ta suffer acnatic ‘amage 1n ordar that

anaother roun mav have olectrizity,

Comnrehensible: capable of haina understaod, with infomation

fraely available, so that thase citizens who uish ta can nare

ticinate ersponsibly  in decisions,

Hon-violeont: difficult to use directlv ar i-directiv a5 3 weanon --

for inctarce, not able tn be (a3 1w made inty a nucliear fomb,

Emplovment-nmducina: net renlacina ighs with snerav-intonsive

machinery, esnecially in areas of hiah uncmploment,

Pluralistic: assurina a diversity of aptinns, cultyros, 1ifoegtries
and onnortunities, and encouracin~ a scaie that oamits chaice

and control hy the iser.

Aanmuoriate: mast nearly matched to the secinty tn e served --

for instanece, small-scale and local where tho need is maini~

in small communitics == and aroducina the kind aof pnoray mat

- — ) }
(ala D ‘NA early matched to the vark to he done - for instancn, elociricisy
P Ul‘ e:’.‘a r tele-communications, solar far hot watar,

leSthetic: onlecasing to tie

. }
9
3
N
2y
N

wnd aninvablia Lo wert cith,

.
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v

1,3, enarny nolicy should Sz in aczard with the etine af nealanical

fustice and the quidelines and critoria it

- c .y
mmnests,  Juch aolicy needs

careful develonment tn arnvent savere sncial and nconomic dizinrytian,
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The ethic of ecological justice suooests some elements of 3 national

energy oolicy which the NCCC Governina Board would supnort:

Ye support eifonts to comserve erergy and to use it more ofiicientiv,

Not using cnergy unnecessarily is the safest and cheapest “energy resource”,
Continued education about the nec:ssity for and practical ways of saving
energy is needed. Laws and requlations deterrina conservation and recycling

of materials should be adjusted.

We support publically funded energu-conservina paoiects Jesianed in

a way Tl will provide new skills and jobs jor the unemmloyed. Such pro-

Jects include winterization anu insulation of homes, small-scaie unro-

priate energy technologies and public transportatian.

We supporl programs Lo Limit {uel comaumplion that do not relu maimarilu

on raising prices, which places an  intolerable burden on the soor, the alderly

and those with {ixed incomes,

Ve support inereased Government *-search and development ‘undina, sube-

d4dies and other incentives o expand the practical apnlication of appac-

priate enerqu techmoloades based on rerewable eneray rescurces such as sofar

znuum; including wind and water, Some of these are already develnped; Tarue

Government subsidies o other enerqy nrocesses should be diverted to make aporo-
oriate technnlogies more readilv available -- for instance, freeinq transpor-

tation of its inefficient dependency upon petroleum.

Ye duprpoal a nationel enexgr polic. which does not relu on a Zona-toum

Large increase {n the bunning o4 coal. Besides increased health and safety

risks to workers and the general nublic from using more coal , extensive Lurs ng

of fossil fuels may cause irreversible damage to tne world's atmosnh%rT, a:,.;.ﬂmx
Ve

12
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weather patteras and so threateniug lvod productlen and the eontineed
habitability of large 2reas of the warth. However, sowe incrzase in

coal use over the short ter. s reluctantly ac.opted a5 aecessiary go

avoid increased use of nucleusr ecaergy or cooauai. dislocotion coiysed

by severe eacrgy shortages.

We support a national energy policy wihitch will ot aved to efilize
¥-¥4

auclear tission. Secure handling of nuclear wastes over thousand: of

seneralions and sale operation ol nuciear plasts reduive chat ' woaes and
their wachines oper~te without endangering hwein belngs oo Lhwe cnyiroraent,
Human beings are not intallible; they will amake misiukes, [he conult may be
irreversible damage to the envireament and to the bhvoaan genetic poul,

We support a continued ban n the coomercial prucessing and use o

plutoniun as a2 fuel in the United Skates, and sgrinpent efforts Lo coacl:

world-wide agteement hanniog such use of plutonium, CGummereto! s o

pluteaium can resuvlt in proliteration of nuclear weapons. The puobintial wmos-
use could result in pressure tu curtail civil liberties ia order to prevent
such o threat.

We support ke roapid development of cuforceab le reprviacions Lo

-~ -

d _social gnd eavironmental fLuapackt statement ol 2 technoiowy Helorn Lt

wide Ly used nd the wnitoring and control ol Lts use €0 prvent soc

saviromwnential daaaee

We support H.S5. pulicy which sevis %o shuare Crching!

L A A 1) naLiona
withiout Limosinge witileinensive cnsrey boobuglor ies on Linr - Ll le
We suppurt [all .3, cooperation ia interndtiunal Flurbs Lo casur

squitable iistribution ol necessacy cnery supplices and Lhe runid devs [ npment

d_deployment ot sppeoopciite technolosics bawed on rencwiable e oy ‘27] 02‘;

resources shelt 18 solar creceyv, tncluding wind und wirter.

POOR ORIGINAL
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THE CHALLENGE TO CHMRISTTANS AND T2 THE CHURCVES

The Governing Board of the Mational "crincil of the Churches of Carist
calls upon the society of which it is a nart to enact energy policy which
focters the values of sustainability, fairmess and participation. The inst:-
tutional church and each of its members as individuals and as citizens must
challenge traditional modes of thought and behavior. The NCCC Governine
Board urges each Christian, each member communion of the Mational Council,
and the Council 1tself nrayerfully to seek quidance for a faithfu) responsa
Lo the challenge *acing us all, As nossible comoonents of such a responsea,
the following suggestions are offered for use by Council agencies, denomina-

tions and their members:

Study materials which deal with eneray issues in the ~cntext of

ethics.

Monitnr the erergy use of housenolds, lncal churches, judica-
tories or national agencies by means of carefui and inclusive
record-keeping over a neriod of time. Include everything from
the use of products made from non-renewable energy resgurces 0o

the energy used getting to meetinns.

Examine these enerqy-use records and act %0 conserve enerqgy by

eliminating unnecessary use.

Cevelon methods by which to take advantaae of government
and volu~tary programs designed %0 heln noor communities,
the unemplioyed and the elderly meet high erery bills and

witih conservation and job orograms, ‘77 1 \’\26
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Join with others to monitor uytility 3nd ene»nv industry
reculatory aqencies, 'onitor iccal, state and national
buildina codes, reaulatisns :1d leqislati-n, ‘'lonitar
utilities and enerqy comnanies which service ynu ar in
which you have stocks, Work to brima husiness nractices
and aovernment r2qulations and leqislation into harreny

with the values of sustainability, fairmess and narticination,

Voting results: 120 in Lavor; 2u agaiast; L abstention
The Antiochiun Orthodox Chrizki:n Avrcheli-cose

Qf North Anrericua recurds its nep tive voteoe.

POOR ORIGINAL
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COMMITTEES
JUDICIARY - MINORITY CHAIRMAN

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES a
FEDERAL <ELATIONS

LAW AND jusTIZX

URBAN A® LIRS AND HOUSING

’ 16TH DISTRICT
GECRGE W. GEXAS
THE STATE CAPITCL
HARRISAURG, PA. 17120

SUITE 31, UNICN DEPOSIT MALL
HARRISBURG. PA. 17111

RESULTS

of tF

CITIZENS' POLL ON THREE MILE ISLAND

-

NOTE: This poll was conducted through the general circulation of
the Patriot-Evening News on June 4, 1979 (circulation estimated at 113,427
based on 1978 figures).
N Polls were received from June 4, 1979, to June 13, 1979.

A copy of the poll is attachad.

Percentages are based on 1188 responses received.

QUESTIONS:

1. Do you believe that nuclear energy is safe today ?

YES 139 NO 1049 NO ANSWER 0
2
.70 o 88.30 % 0 2
TOTAL RESPONSE 1188 ;100 %

2. If not, do you believe that nuclear energy can be made safe

someday ?
YES 271 NO 750 NO ANSWER 167
£2:8% X £€3.13 2 14.06 <%

TOTAL RESPONSE 1021 3 85.94 2%




M1 POLL RESULTS (com ¢) cuge -

3. Do vou favor the continued use and research of nuclear power as

an enerzy source in our natiom ?

YES _ 263 MO _ 719 NO ANSWER __ 206

22.14 o 60.52 % 17.% %
TOTAL RESPONSE _ 982 . _82.66 2

4. Do you faver a moratorium on the building and operation of new

nuclear power plants in the United States ?

YES _ 757 NO __ 330 NO ANSWER _101
63.72 % 27.78 2 8.50 2

TOTAL RESPONSE _1087 ; _91.50 %

5. Do you favor the continued operation of present nuclear power plants ?

vEs 237" NO 861 NO ANSWER 90
19.95 % 72.47 2 7.58 2
TOTAL RESPONSE 1098 . 92,42 %

6. Concerning TMI, do you wish to @

A. Close TMI forever : _4083

8. Reopen T™MI as a non-nuclear energy producing facility :
259 . 21.80 «

C. Reopen TMI as a nuclear facility only when improved and tested

nuclear safeguards are developed:

270 . 22.73 ¢
Aoswer A & B: 27 : 2.27 4
Answer 3 & C: 10 . 84 o
- 71 A
Answer A & C: 5 : 42 . ‘2]] UZQ

(Continued on next nage)
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TMI POLL RESULTS (Continued)
Reopen ™I - 1 ¥ -
NO Answer : 97 $ 8.16 %
TOTAL RESPONSE : 1091 3 91.84

7. Who should pay for the cost of the accident at TMI ?

e

Page 3

A. Mec-Ed : 688 ;) 37.91 2

B. Consumers: __ 13 s 1.09 <

C. Federal Government : 38 ; 3.26 4

D. State Government : ) : 0.0 2

Others:

E. Stockholders, Insurance Companies, Babcock & Wilcox:
S ; 42 <

F. Those at fault: 1 3 .08 =2

Conb;na:ion answers:

Answers A & B : 15 : 1.26 2

Answers A & C : 125 ; 10.52 %

Answers A & D : . .08 2

Answers A & E: $7 4.80 %

Ansvers A,B, &C : 11 - .93 4

Answers A,3,C & D: 12 3 1.01 A

Answers A, B, C, D, & E: 24 5 2,02

Answers A, B, C & E: 4 3 .34 -

Answers A, C & D : 16 _: __1.35 K

Auswers A, C, D & E : 3 : iy &

Answers A, C § E : 3 3 123 <

Answers 38 & C : 1 3 08 p4

Answers C & D : 5 ; =42 2




Page 4
TMTI POLL RESULTS (Continued )
(QUESTION 7.)

NO ANSWER 148 y 12.46 -
TOTAL RESPONSE: 1040 : 87.54 %

IHdasesqidaasaasistsasaartssdtsvee sy
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Lower Taxes, Safety Unrelated

W/TTTI NOTEIING seeming
to mollify area residents, top
officiuls of General Public
Utilities, owner of Three Niile
Island, are suggesting the use
of a carrot = lower Lixes —
as 2 means of quieting local
dissent over the reopening of
its nuclear complex.

Appearing before the state
House Select Committee on
TMI last week, GFU chairman
Willlam G. Kuans suggested
to lawmaicers that they con-

year 2g0 by two Penn State
researchers concluded what
Kuhns is no.doudt Joping —

that there would be 2 lot loss

oppesition 0 auciear power
plants if the Bost communities
were paid for their troubles.
States like New Jerscy, New
York and Coasecticut have
laws that doichannel most of
the tax revenue |evied on
power plants into the com-
muaities in which they are
located, usually resultisg in
lower’ property taxes, with
mixed success in tarms of

public acceptancs.

IN PENNSYLVANIA,
however, there is 10 mone-
tary advantage at all {or those
communities in which nuciear
plants are located. The lack of
such of an iacentive ras not,
however, mage Peansylvani-
ans any less willing to accept
nuclicar plants than New
Yorkers: i aaything, the re-
verse is true. Cut that was be-
fore March 28. and it is clear
that there is no other reason
ror Kubas' ploy than 2 hope
that dollars will somenow
biot out the bau memwcries of
Three Mile Island.

It is also a ploy that won't
cost the uulity 4 cent. It al-
ready pays the uulity rezity

tax into the state coﬂcn. with
a little more than half the rev.
enues shared among all the
mun.sipalities an i school dis-
tricts of the state, regardless
of whether they have 3 power
generating facility or nos. The
state keeps the rest.
Disregarding, for the
moment, the threat of 22¢i-
dents, this is not a fair appor-
tioning of the funds, since
there are costs acd disaavan-
tages associated with havinga
power plant in the communi-
ty. An equitable formuia
would take into account those
costs and discdvantiges and

* make a distinction between
* those communities that bear
‘hem 2ind those that 2o oL .

mro:mp:wm '

3 formuia that seeiis to com-
pensate communities.and

their residents for living with.
. the threat of 3 nuciear acci~

deat poses two serious dutl-
culities. ;

First, where do you dnw
the [Ine and can you draw the
line? The potential of a aucie-
ar accident cannot be defined
by drawing rings around the
piant out to a distance of x-
mules. The threa: exists not
just for the residents of Lon-
donderry Twp.. Middletown
and Goudsboro, dut poteatially
to peopie living far beyond
this narrow circle, in the event
of a catastrophic cccident.

The second and more se-
rious problem with this pro-
posal is that it seeks O iuter-
jest monetary values into an
issuc that cransceads the
temprations of lower properiy
taxes and cheaper power. The
integrity of the eaviromment,
the public’'s physical and men-
tal weii-being and life itself
must not de allowed to b~
quantified in dollars and
cents. Either nuclear power is
saiy or it 1sa't. No amount of
money can make it acceplaie
if it is not safe.

1271 032
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Arnold. neud of the Taree
Mile Islund team,
was right on the money when
he told the state House Select
Committee on TVI last weel;
that Peansylvania siould co-
sider making a serioys effort
at establishing an in-state dis-
posal site for radioactive
weste materials.

2rt we would 80 a step
further and add that erther the
siite provide a racioactive
dumping ground within its

- bordears or it nad betcer elimi-

nate those activities — such
4s nuclear plants — which
generate highly radiszziive
wastes and for which there is
oot novr a single facility in the
country that can handle them.

The hartwriting is on the
well. Thers are only three
sites in the entie countiy de-
signed to accept even low-
level nuciear wastes — and
the governors of two states
(Seuth Carolina and Nevada)
have barred wastes from the
T accident from their facil-
itles. Once word sets out to
““1shington State (location of
«ae only site accepting TMI
wastes) that 2,000 to 3,000
truckloads of radir~ctive Joft.
overs are headed heir way,
there may weil be consider-
abl2 publi sressure piaced on
Gov. Dixie Lee Ray t¢ shut the
door. Ia addition, the gover-
nors in those states tarough
Which the wastes must trave!
to reach Washington may
biock passage on their Righe
vrays.

The resistance to the ™1
TUastes and the excercise of

POOR

Cess (0 what — 2t icast in Ne-
vada — qualify as federal
facilities, siould serve as a
warning of what ceuid be 2
futiic effort to provide a fed-
eral solution e thie nuclear
waste prebliem. Alrexdy, a
large number of states, in-
cluding some of the pPrime
prospects, have indicated
their opnasition to becocmung
duciear dumiping yrounds.

No one can blame these
states for act wanting our
garbage, sinze we dun't waat
it ourselves. That attitude is
unliksly to change for the for-
scealie future, though per-
haps a few communities, such
as Derry Twp., which view
the reopening of TMI as a de-
sirable goal might ba wiling
to valuateer one of their sink-
h0l2s as a nueiear waste repo-
sitory 2s a testiament to their
fai*q in the nuciear fuel cycle.

WE sureont Arnold's
plea ror state action on a nu-
clear waste site, not Decause
Ve are in favor of Pennsyiva.
nia bescoming a radicactive
“umping ground, but because
it s time this issue was
Srought to 2 head. Too many
Pedzle want the benefits of
nuciear power without focing
UD 10 thne problems, the hig-.
sest of which may be the . afe
dispusai of their waste 1 od-
ucts, We cannot separg ; the
tWo indefinitely or we are
32Ing to be faced with very
serivus difficulties, the begin.
nIngs of which zireacy are
vizidle.

ORIGINAL
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State Still Can’t Eandl: One

THE DEEPER the state

. House Select Commiittee on

Three Mile (sland looks into
th2 monumental problems and
compieriues associated with

* 4 mass evacuction, the greater

the realization of how for-
tunate this area was that it
fever came to that during the

. dccigent last spring. The pic-

ture is one of almost total un-
preparedness ir retrospect
and of near {utility in brisging
together all of the diverse
components of ax évacdation
and attempting o antic:pate
the demsnds of a future nucie-
ar accident.

After listening t0 witness-
s fOr weeks, a member of the
select committee, Rep. Ivan
Itkin, D-Plttsburgh, expressed
the view that the state is no
more capable of putting an
évacuation plan into effect
now than it was oa the day of
the Three Mile island acci-
dent. We suspect he is correct,
because preparing for a nucie-
ar accident s as difficult as
rying to prepare for 2 major
earthquike — 7o one can
predict where it will occur,
when it will occur or its de-
gree of severity.

One aspect of the problem
came into focus |ast week,
when a question arose over
the availability of the Nation-
al Guard in the event of 2 qu-
clear accident. The Guard wes
not called up during the TMI
accident, but a document was
prepared (though not distrib-
uted) advising troops they
would not be “exposed to dan-
gerous leveis of radiation or
fallout.” [nexpiicably, Gover-
nor Thornourgn was unaware
of the widely publicized Nae
uonal Guard notice when he
appeared 0 Washington e
fore the President’s Commis-
sion on Three Miie Isiand. 2
few of wnose meaibers
appeured » De (ess than
pleased with the portent ot
the adjutant generai’s memo
1C s troops.

On the same dav in Harris-
Jurg. nowever, Siute Police

Commuissioner Daniel F. Dunn
was t 'ling the House Select
Commuttee essentially the
same thing. He wculd not, he
Saud, order his men into a con-
taminated area without ap-
propriate protective gear,
Oddly, Duan's statement has
not ~zused a dbrouhanha.

The presidential commis-
sion chairman. John G.
Kemeny, was reported to
have said of the Guard memo
that “it did rot do much for
morale in Middletown,"
though, in fact, it is doubtful it
had any effect at ali. The peo-
ple of Middletown are |ess
concerned about who will be

. around to assist them in the

next evacuation than they are
in avoiding having to endure
anotner evacuation.
Nevertheiess, if nuclear
plants are going to continue to
operate, the prospect of future
nuciear accidents and evacua-
tions has to be faced. And no
one really should expect the
Guard or state police to go
nto an area with dangerous
levels of radiation without
protective gear any more than
one would expect 2 {ii.man to
eater a collapsing building.

IF THE GUARD and state
police are expected 1o play a
roie ia nuclear accidents, the
real question is this: Who is
going 1o pay for the necessary
3%ar, equipment and training?
Is it going t0 be the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Nuciear
Regulatory Commussion, the
state. the utility, or who?

You. tiat's who. The tax-
payer, or (ne ratepaver, will
bear another burden to kecp
auciear power from expinng
under the weight of 's5 own
tatal Naves. Yet the Guard uod
state police involvement in a
auclear uccident represents
oniy a very smail component
Of 3 massive provlem. To ex-
pect that :deas on paper can
anlcipaie ind respond o the
most serious of nuclear ucci-
aents
much.

IS (0 expect [ar LOO‘ ?7‘ ,")
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Swiss Nulce Incidont [Lept Quiet

SWITZERLAND, which
has gone into nuclear
in a big way, may find its nor-
mally reserved citizenry upzet
to learn that it was never told
about an accident 2t one of the
country’s nuclear plants
Wwhicit closely resembied the
scenario at Three Mile Island,
Responsible cuthorities in s
country tend to downplay the
problems at nuclear plants,
but abrezd, even in dermorra-
cles. the public is rarely told
anything.

We can only hope, of
course, that the Swiss will do-
mand greater pubiic accoun-
taoility from their govern.
MCAt 0a nuclear safety, as is
the case here and in other Eu-
ropean countries. If the inci-
dent at the Lwiss plant had
been reported it might anve
prevanted our nightmass  “ith
Three Ilile [zland.

2ut whether Switze 1and
and other natic.s which
siroud their nucicar pro-
grems in secrecy open up or
Aot, American buiders of nr-
clegr reactorg Qught to be re-
Quied to report accidents cna
serious maiiunctions occuring
in the plants they build over-
Seas to the Nuclear Regulato-
ry Commission. Westing-
house, which designed the
Swiss reactor, knew of the ac-
cident but fajled to regort it
until April of chis year.

The chances are it would
1ot kave mace any difference,
since a number of other inci-
dents forewarning of Three
Mile Island failed to move the
NRC to take corrective action.
But it should have made a dif-
ference and it might weil
make a world of difference
the nex* time something goes
wrong at a foreign nuclear
reactor.

—————
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 Nuclear Wastes

Dumping Ground for the World
ping

THERE ARZ at least two
good reasons why the Carter
administration’s plan to in-
crease the amount of nuclear

| waste brought into the United
States {rom foreign countries
makes sense.

First, thare is the avowed
admunistration intent to re-
duce the amount of fuel di-
verted by foreign countries to
the production of atonuc

. weapons.

Second, it provides at lcast
some hope that the increasing
amounts of nuclear waste
generated around the worid
will be disposed of in a safe
and sane manper.

Unfertunateiy, there aiso
are several major drawbacks
to the Carter proposal, para-
mount amoung them being
the inahility of thie a~qprey s
devise and agree upon a r etu-
od of- disposing of itz own
high!y radioactive wastes
which will remain extremety

= dargerous for thousands of
years. The nation does not
now have a spent fuel repro-
cessing plant in operation or
an ongoing permanent dispos-
al facility for nuciesr wastes.
Meanwhile, the spent fuel
from the nation’'s commercial
. reactors is Deing stored on site
at nuclear plants, a situation
that zar.. ° continue indefi-
nitely. Fu.cher <o mpounding
the probiem is the likeiinood
| of a strong public reaction in
| any locality proposed esither
as a site for reprocessing or

|  permanent disposal.
| An additional problem
with the Carter plan is the -

—————————

POOR URIGINAL

creased traffic of nuclear

wastes it will cause and the

greater potential for transpor-

tation accidents which con-
cewvably could be dcvastating

t0 the environment, including
contamination of fishiag .. _ _
grounds and overexposure to
aumans.

At this point in time, no
ore can presume that this
country will be able to soive
its own prooiems with the
storage of auclear wastes. [f
we can, then we shouid seri-
ously consider accepting
wastes from other countries,
because some of them — -
Grest Britain for exampie —
are disposing of their wastes
in ways that pose 2 threat 0
ine sess and thus a threat tous
all, .

[F, however, we reiieve
these coratries of the respon-
sibility to care for their own
wastes in an acceptadie man-
fer, we ire only eocouraging . __
them to build even greater
numbers of nuclear plants to
create more wastes, with the
resuit the United States wll
be bearing a large part of the
burden of foreign nuclear
power without receiving any
of the benefits.

The best solution to this
probiem from an eavironmen-
tal standpoint would be fnr
the U.S. (0 address the |
lem of its own wastes and (ur
the other countnes to do the
same. A nation that cannot
handle i*5 v nuclear wastes
proper y ought not to be in the
business of producing them.
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Tae Public Is Skentical

THEZ S$0-CALLCD
‘‘experts’’ are no doubt
dismayed to find their elcbo-
rate proposais to remove the
concentrctions of radiosctive
water and gases coutained at
Three lMile Isiand Unit 2 re-
peatedly greetcd with an 2n-
gry response from the public.
Camfortes by their coufi-
dence that technology will do
what it is supposed to co, an

. abicding faith in the saixty

mergins estatiished by gove
ernment radiation stanc:rd:'
and the knowieage that re-
leases of radioactive substanc-
es into the environtent is
standard procedure 2t oll op-
_ erating nuclcar plants, the ex-
perts hardly could te blamed

.- for conclucing that parznoia

L ——

S ———

grips Central Pennsyivania.

The rezlity is quite differ-
ent. What is happeniag here is
that for the first time, 2 large
pcpulation is questioning eve-
ry aspect of nuclear power be-
cause the Liarch 28 accident
brought home to them the re-
alization that nuclear energy
is not as safe or harmless as
they were led to balieve. The
myth that government
wouldn't allow anything with
a n m:cte chiance of inflicting a
cat.stronhe on its own citi-
zens 2lso was shattered when
the agency invested with the
resporsibuity of protecting
the public dida't.

The result is not paranoia,
but . ot unreason-
ableness, but heightened per-
sonal awareness of the poten-
tial stake that ezch individual
has in every little act that
takes place at Three Mile
Isiand.

NON-ZXFIRTS, for the
most part, the people of tiis
area cannot devise the mezns
by which Met-Cd cleanses it-
self ctf its self-izflicted con-
tamination, but they have
every right to prescribe the
specifications which they be-
‘ileve necessary to protect
t ‘eir health and weil-being,
w 'ether or not those specifi-
cat.ons fall within the range
the experts deem reasonable.
Simply stated, those specifica-
tions are no krypton in our
gir, and no rzdicactive water
in our river, Technology must
conform to the wicies of the
peopie, not vice versa.

b ——
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* . Cohen sald
L AET the proceedings to protect .

TMI Consumers -

Salety Comes Before Economices,

Wi WOULD be inclined
10 commend the nitlative of

“State Consumer Advocale
U Walter W. Colien for petition-

ing to participate in Nuclcar
Regulatory Commission hear-

dngs on the reopening of

Thice Mile lsland Unit [, ex-
Jcept for a Jear that his pur-
|mc will be no more clear 1o

~dhe NRC than It was to the -
waeporicis who covered his

énunouncement. .

bt .

cants toen-

ihe “economilc lntcress” of

~the conswmers of Met,opoli-

“tac Edison and Pennsylvania
Flectrle. owners of TML In
Mis view, (the maln Issue the

hearlng board should addiess

~46 the economic lssues

Involved. Coben, who claling
1o have “no position™ on nn-
clear power, then goes oun o
state the NRC should arvive at
a decislon that “cuts ne cor-
l«-u on salety.”

In a roundabout way,

Cohen appears to be pushing

for the reopening of TMI I as
quickly us possible. Or purely
cconomic grounds that ap-

stuce the cost of replacement
power Is costing customers In
the neighborhood of $15 mil-
Hon & month. While custom-
ers are undoubledly unhappy
about the extra linancial bur-
* den lmposed on them by the

. proach might be warranted

heckdent, there Is o ndica- -

tion that they put this concern
above their concern with the
reopening of TMI L

THE “CONSURIER" Is not
entirely economically orleni-
ed. Ho slso has a right to ex-
pect that the product he pur-

- chuses or s means of produc-
tlon will not In some way

endanger him or his family. It

follows then thai a “consumer

. advocate” best represents the

consumer when he adopts the
same priorities.

'

:
-4

—— e . < . = s e 2 AW RS e

Ovei dosc ol

——

()ll ¢S5

Significant Fallout from T'MI

A GROWING body of sci-
entific evidence and thought
implicates stress as a coutrib-
uting cause of a number ol
wodern-day discases, mmong
them coronary heat discase,
ulcers, alcoholisi and possi-
biy cancer and ¢ »betes. Like
low doses of radiation, the ef-
fects of stiess on the humon
body are lavisible — and thus
diftlcnd (o track, and are not
Uhely o manitcst themselves
until a lapse of thne after the
mitial cansativd event.

It will take exhaustive ve-
scarch 1o conoborate M, bwt
there is litle doubl that the
single most signtlicant health-
threatening aspect of the accl-
dent at theee Mile Island was
the creatlon of an excessive
degree of stress in the generad
population  suirounding  the
plam.

While the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commlssion has recog-
nized that “psychological
distress™ caused by the accl
dent Is “a matter of real and
substantial concern,”™ o lelt 1

to the ’ace-member Alomic -
Sa’ y and 1icensing Board

c “dering the merhis of ge-

opening TMIL 1 10 decide

whether the psychological

fallout should be part of s

review and dehiber ons.

1M OUR VIE'W, any deck-
slon in regars 1o the restast-
ing of the power statlons on
Theee Rule Istand which ig-
wores or whitewashes the
trawna inthicted on the people
of this reglon by the acodent
Gr ignoees their understand-
able tear and apprehension of
Nving with the prospect ol a
vepeat performance, qualities
as a neghigent and colmbisal act
of vimission.

This arca has paid #s dues
10 the nuclcar age with an un-
precedented dose of montal
auguish that 7o one who was
here will ever torget. Add o
that the physical toll from this
paychic overexposure and vne
has the sum of an experience
that on'y cruel or ca.ous In-
dificience would repeat.
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Ceese_v Invites Assembly Debate

THE ROUTE chosen by
state Rep. Eugene R. Geesev,
R-Lewisberry, to compel the
General Assemblv to contront
the future of nuclear power mn
Peansyivania may be
unorthodox, but his goal is
both commendable and a nec-
essary process if the Legisla-
ture is to address the concerns
of millions of state residents
== a direct consequence of the
Three Mile Island accident.

Since the beginning of the
civilian nuclear power pro-
gram, the responsibility for
the reguiation and control of
the industry has been the ex-
Clusive domain of the federal
government. though in recent
yearsa few states have vetoed
the siting of new nuciear
plants.

What Geesey proposes in a
bill sponsored by mim and
Rep. Stephen R. Reed. D-Har-
risburg, is a termination of the
existing nuclear generating
station at Three Mile Island.
Such an action would repre-
sent an unprecedented chal-
lenge te the federal authority
vested in the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission to permit or

deny the operation of nuclear
plants. If passed by the Legis-
lture and signed by the gov-
ernor, the biil, as predicted by
Geesav. will almost certainly
be cnallenged :n court, setting
off what may become one of
the most important confroata-
tions between states rights
and federal rights in our time.

A monumental question
such as this is likely to attract
ideological and economic ar-
guments on both sides, but a
resolution of this issue on the
sice of justice will be achieved
only if it is based on the cen-
tral question of who can best
protect and provide for the
health, safety and weifare of
the public in this particular
instance.

Ren. Geesey has suggested
that Three Mile Island could
easily be converted to a fossil-
fuel generating facility. We
disagree with that assess-
ment, but more importantly
we hope that side issues such
as this will not obscure the
obligation of our state legisia-
tors to face squarely and
forthrightly the nuclear risk
t0 the stability and weil-being
of the Commonweaith.

1271 939
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Hvydro Available
v

Could Aid State’s Power Sunni-
URLy

WITH its mind set on nu-
clear power as the only option
availapie for future electric
generating capacity, the
Pennsylvana Electric Associ-
auon, the iobbying arm of the
state’s utilities, states flatly in
2 just-issued report that “ad-
ditional hydro-eiectric sites
are not available to uiilitics in
the state.”

The happy news is that
they are wrong. Ia the past

. two weeks. Pennsylvagia

Electric Ca. has anrunced 1t
has received approval for its
plan to restore the Warsor
Ridge hydro plant on the Juzi-
ata River gear

Aad just last weeis, W, Wilson
Goode, chairman of the Pubilc
Utility Commission, au-

potentiai small hydro capacity
of 400 megawartts which ap-
pear to be feasible.

In addition to this, further
deveiopment of existing
hydroelectric capacity on the
lower Susquehanna could
provide up to 200 megawatts
of additicnal capacity, accard-
ing to the PUC. Taken toasth-
er, this 500 megawe:ts of
capacity represents two-
thirds the power the Three
Mile Island Unit 2 rnuclear
reactor was designed to pro-
vide operating it masimum
capacity. (13 terms of reliabili-
ty. . is close to matching a
large operating nucicar plant.

It the PUC, working with
other interested parties, can
cut through the red tape, and
if a funding mechanism cun be
found to fund thes: plauts
(the creation of 2 state encrry
authority would bde oa¢ meth-
od), then .“ere is no reason
why this non-peiluting, re-
newable 2nd safe source of
energy canaot de fuily devel-
oped over Lhe decz3e. Ong of
the advantages of smail hyzro
is that it <an be dullt in incre-
ments and (a a compuratively
short ume, while the tume
span for nucleer can run to a
dozen vears, which leaves lit-
tle room i comcitons that

first prompted cinstruction
change over the years. Com-
bined with a stronger conser-
vation cffort and greater use
of other alternazive energy
sourccs, smell bhydro could
make the coastruction of [u-
ture nuclear plants unneces-

The difference in scaie is
important for another reacon.
As the utilities build larger
and larger cower nlants, the
loss of a plant for mcinte-
nance, refueling or malfunc-
tca has a much grezter im-
pact on the total eiectric sys-
fem. AL one time, excess
capacity of 10 to |5 percent
was considered adequare
reserves. More receatly, that
figure hos grownm to 20 per-
cent and now the PEA is say-.
ing it shoe!d be around 30 per-

cent. At the tim2 of the Three

Mile Isiand accigent, reserves
were close to 40 percent.
There is a Catch-22 quall-
ty to the logic behind the
PEA’s insistence tha: Peansy|.
vaaia buud more and more
nuclear plants. slore are need-
ed, they say, because around
1980, by their computzations,
rsserves wiil drop balow 20
percent, witd a greatly ine
crexsed possibility of
brownouts and blaciicuts. But
if that scenario is correst, it
wiil be made possible because
of the unreilability of nuciear
plaats, as evidenced by TT.:I,
the grect degree to which we
will have come to epend on
them and tho lurge loss of
power they represent when-

“ever they 20 out of service.

We shouid Leeo in mind
tco, that the 2ecident at TAl
2, also resuited in the indefi-
nite loss of TOAIl | and the
shutdown of severn! other 2u-
clear plunts for a puriod of
time. The diccovery cof a se-
rious penlsic fauit or a repeti-
tion of Turee Miii2 Lsland con-
cewvably could recult la the
sauigdown ol every auclcar
plaat la tha stuts, 10 amount
of reserves can pazsibly pro-
tect us If we foliow tha nucle-
ST option == and there {sn't
enourn money ia this Coin-
menwellin to trv,
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on a coliision courre satween
its rutepayers who wesot ener.
Y at prices they czv afturd

But that is hardly the end
of {t. According to the Penn-
sylvania Eleerric i0m,
which repressnts the state’s
investor-owned

but you would be weil agvised
to consider it an additional
burden on your budget down
the line.

YESTERDAY in this space
we suggested that we couid
reduce or eliminzte the need
for thesc aew plants through
an intensive program of coa-
servation. Reducing the aatic--
ipated increase in annuzl de-
mand for electricity oy even
one or two percent a vear
would have g dramatic effect
on the need to buiid new pow-
er stations, and it could be
done at 2 much lower cost.

Price, of courss, is the

incentive for conser-

greatest
vation, as the utilitles have -

demonstrated for the last five
years, 2 period in which elec-
tric rates took off and traai-
tonal coasumption patterns
took a dive. It is essential to
consider not only the price of
electricity 2t the momeus, but
what it wiil become if we fol-
low the direction proposed by
the utilities. This (s an aspect
of energy forecasting which
the Pubiic Utility Commuission
would do well to incorporate
in its own evaluations, not
only because price will (nflu-
ence {'.ture demand, but more
importantly, by knowing now
what electricity wiil coc: 10
or more years hence we can
decide whether it woulda't be
more economic to l~mchk an
aiternative approach - “eet-
ing our energy neec.
Atthomoment,s..  , 1=
parative datl just doesa't
exist, which pretty much
!eaves the ficld to the utilities.
Dut even if we had the dita
and it proved beyond a shud-
ow of a doubt that there s a
cheana= altsrmarivae rhare
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GNE INVITING possibili-
ty is presented by the propos-
al to build 2 new state office
building to house tha Depar:-
ment of Caviroamen:al
Resources. Hore s a chence to

| iavite the nation’s best archi-

tects to craate a Building (hae
utilizes the sup to its fuil bzn-

' efit in an urban eaviroument,

30 area in which too lictle re-
scarch has been done. The
building shouid serve not just
2s a meuns of i

| mecumntmuoholarsa-

ence, but as gn ongoing labo-
ratory for improvements i
the field. Such a builging will
Cost more than the usual biah
government office buildirg,
but it wii! provide designs and
experience that can serve as a
proictype for {uture ety
bulldings.

Energy and all jcs prob-
lems pose an enormeus chal-
lenge to Pennsy'vania, but it
also offers a spiendid opportu-

{ DIty t2 untrack from the pre-

carious and dangerous road
down which We are now pro-
cmmc.?benuabmcrwuy

and we must do erything

N

[~

| Wouid still remain a formida-
ble economic barrier 1o muk-
| ing it work. The probdlem s
| that the uilities are the only
mechanism in the state pres-
| enuy in a position 1o raise the
| enormous sums of money that
. any emergy program will
| require. If solar cnergy was
| balf as expensive over a 20~
' year period as nuciear planss,
tnere would be no rush to con-
f version on any notable scle,
, simely because ther: is po
funding 2pparatus to make it
/ DOssibie. Perhaps Presidont

will remove this impediment,
but if Penusyivauia (s serious.
about coping, and eventually
overcoming, its energy probe
lems it will seek its own $0lue-
tions to this dilemma instead:
of waiting for the federa) gov-
ernment. s
l Of course, before we em-

bark on a massive program of.
| solar sne-gy it has to de deme.
! onstrated it can il the bill. As
‘ far as the utilities are con-

carned it doesn't. Their exper-
iments with residential colar
hezting havs not been fruittul,
which is surprising since a
large and growing number of
backyard tinkers, architests
and builders have had consid-
erable success with this form
of energy. Regardless of what
the utilities say, the evidencs |
Seems (o suggest that solar *
energy does work and work |
well, even in this .atitude, if.
cone properiy,

The PUC has undertaken "
aa encouraging effort toy
gather together all of the di- .
verse interests in small- -
hydroelectric generaticn to.
move that technolcgy from '
the talking stage (0 the pro-:
duction stage. The same ap-:
proech to solar
FUC would, at a minimum,
Gpan the paths of comrmunica-
tion to those with expertise in

this field, and poscibiy lzy the
framework for a coordinated
effort to achieve some practis
cal demonstrations and
results. T
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SOMEHOW the Pennsyi-
vania
(FEA), which represents the

i investor-owned electric utii-
{ ties in the state, has managed
to biot out the events at Three
Mile Isiand in late March and
their imniicaticas for nuclear
power in this state. According
to this organization, whose
‘recommendations must Do
taken seriousiy, additional nu-
cles. -apacity must be built if
this state is to grow and
prosper, and avoid power cis-
ruptic as at the end of the next

. Fortunately for the associ-
ation, it Jdoes not say in its
eight-page prognosis of the
state's future electric needs

. where it proposes to build
these nuclear plants, because
it is certain the citizens of the
selected areas would scon
demonstrate what a prepas-
terous ides this is. Three Mile
Island has aroused the public
like few events can, creating
not just an emotioaal reaction
to nuclear power, but one that
for the first time is challeng-
ing utilities’ reassuring claims
of nuclear superiority s an
energy provider.

.n Central Pennsylvania,
which con.ains the largest
concentration of nuciear
plants in the state and, possi-
bly, the country, it prabably
would take a suspension of
civil rights aad a declarstion
of martial law to build anoth-
er nuciear plant in the regroa.
Anyone wno has any duitot
about that has, mentaily if not
physically, spent the last few
months in Tierra dci Fuego.

But the ciuzens of this
state cannot ignore what the
PCA has t0 say, not oaly
beczuse. in representng the
utility companies, they have
their hand on the switch, but
becauss they are warniuy us
that. indeed, the lights will 20
out uniess we gceept e lagee
of theiwr prognosis (or the iu-
ture and ascept the aucessily
for their game 0132,

Electric Association.

rnative

$C, WEILE CUR busi-
ness-like utility friends abhor
the emotion that Three Mile
Island has aroused 2gainst nu~
clear power they are not
above countering with emo-
tional gambits of their cwn
that seel: to strilze at the heart
of basic human wauts and
fears: e.g., biackouts and the
danger to personal safety they
represent, loss of jobs and 2
lowered standard of living,
and reduction of personal
comfort.

The of the PEA s
confrontational pelitics of the
worst kind, and while it
laments the inability of con-
temporary society and gov-
ernment 0 make decisions, it
exacerbates the situation (0
an extroordinary degree Ce-
cause it is determined to De-
lieve that there is only one
road to salvation and it holds
the patent to the rites of
entry.

Let us then examine the
gospel of its religion. Ceatral
to the PEA’'s claim that the
state must have additional au-
clear capacity is its forecast

1 N",——“’
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that over the raxt decade the
demand for eiectricity will
rise 2.8 percent aunually.
Forecasung is a hazardous
| business and electric utilities
| have been notuble for their
| lack of prescience in recent
years. The Public Utility Com-
mission, for example, puts the
| rate of growth closer to 2 per-
cent a year. Neverthe.ess, de-
spuq the volatility of the ener-
&Y situation, some sort of pre-
diction of our tuture nevds has
to be made and the PEA fore-
cast at last provides a starting
peint. The question then be-
| comes how do we meet the
need. The easiest and cheapest
way to do it is to reduce or ..
eliminate the anticipated rise
. ia demand through conserva-
| tion efforts. :
There is a lot of arumbling
now in offices around the
| So’u:::ry adout tha president's
I; 74 degrees edict, but the fuct -
| isitcan have a significant im-
| pact on the amount of addi-
! tional generating capacity
| needed in the future if it isn't
| rendered toothiess -
by Con

| 1T 1S DURING hot and
| muggy periods like this (and
| on the coldest winter days)
| that the reliability of the clec-
g tric system is put to the test.
| The more air conditioners we
| have going full blast, the more
| power plants we need opeval-
ing at one time. If we can
level out the peaxs when eiec-
tricity is used, as the presi-
| dent's order can heip do, then
‘ we can avoid buiiding billions
{ of doliars worth of power
1 plaats.
~ The many ways that elec-
tricity can be coascrved do
not need repeating here; it
| only reeds to be said that we
have & long way to go betore
we achieve maximum encrgy
[ efficiency by utilizing the
myriad of possibilities that
conscrvation affords. In the
context of what this state c2n
do. it ought to be a goal of the
highest priority t0 reduce the
anticipated growtlk in power
| by haif or more through 2
| concerted and no-nonsense ef-
| fort to conserve. Compared to
the difficulties facing an ex-
pansion of nuclear power n
this state, a reduction of 1-to-
2 percent in our use of clec-
tricity per year offers ia ap-
proach that is practical and
achievable if provided with
leade "ship and incentive.

This ¢ ate does not have to
be a slave to its appetite for
er.orgy. From the standpoint
of an orderly society, in whick
its economic acd environmen-
tal base are not stretched to
the breaking point, we dare
not become siaves. Yet that is
* the road that the PEA would

have us take. A strong conser-
‘ vation effort is the most im-

portant alternative to that
dangerous path. But there are
| other things we can do
other fallacies in the PEA's
strategy and we shall exa-
mine them later im this space.

v o—
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an unprecedented
their lives and fortunes wity
commendabie calm and forti-
tude. Some pecple, however,
--Seem to have interpreted their
' - resiliency and quiet courzge
~28 apathy ond indifference,
g that once the crisis
-bad dled down the peopie of
Middletown wouid behave

aitered their perception and
attitude toward the techno-
logical benemoth that lcoms
S0 threctemingiy over their
commuaity.

[nstead, the residents of
Middietown are angry.
They're angry at the srocpect
of Unit { reopening cven ne-
fore a2 presicential commis-
Sion nvestigaung the Three

e e
\!‘Jhaln\ﬁ

m:ct:.';nca::.‘damhnm-
acre:u:mcr:.uda.nmu
;bm,ham:ﬂ:huntm
10 2k up a cause which

clearly reflects the avers

whelming sentiment of their

© Comsiiuents. [ there ever was

a time vica a local govern.
meI: Rad 3 mandate, and even
more imgortantly, an obliga.

tion o stang up for its citf- .

zeus, thic is it. Dus for reasons
znown oniy to themseives,
they have iznored the appeais

of their felow citizens and -

acied as if the views of the
utilicy, the Nuclear Reeulazo.
ry Commission and tie gove
emmest were due more

wmotmmownmh.n
mm;ummu
pcrtmaaabythmom
:oeervor.:ﬂultvuotzm-
mext that “is closest to the

pecple.” .

SARCLD DENTON, di- -

rector of the NRC's Office of
Reastor Roguiation, 2id here
recenty that he would nor
take into account public feel.
ing wiien it came to making a
decision on the suitshility of
reopening Unit [. Technically
and legully he s right, but
morally he is wreng. After
what the residents of the Mid-
dletown area have put up
Witk, 52 ons, not even Harotd

. credmumm!ed!ng:m ’

— ——————

Denton, has the right o de- .

cide what risizs are acceptabie
for the Auclear-weary neigh-
dors of Three Mile Island.
That desision is for the poople
living in the long snadow of
Three Miic Isiand to decute,
With or witiisut the coopera.
tion and assistance of the Mid-
dictown Borouph Council, If

MI's nuighicors dont have a
veice in thoir own aestiny,
then there is more tyranay in
this land than one would dare
think poscsible.
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PUC Decision

A Fair and Honest Ruling

THE GROUND didn't
quake and it may be some
time (perhaps years) before
its full impact can be assessed.
put last Fnday's ruling by the
Public Utility Commission on
the rate impact of the Three
Mile Island accident 1S proba-
ply the most revolutionary
and far-reaching decision ever
rendered by a state regulatory

Responding toan unprece-
dented event, the PUC arrived
at an un edented conclu-
sion which, in effect, placed
the entire monetary burden of
wae March 28 nuclear accident
on the owners of the plant —
Metropolitan Edison and
Pennsylvania Electric. Every
utility in the country contem-
ol ting the construction of
» v generating capacity must

ay heed to the implication of
the PUC ruling when it cotmnes
to deciding whether to build
nuclear, coal or some other
torm of generating facility.

Prior to this decision,
there appeared to be an as-
sumption on the part of utility
officials that regulatory com=
missions would come to their
rescue in the event of 2 nucie-
ar accident and that the finan-
cial consequences O the utili-

i

ties and their stocicholders of
such an accident voould, at
most, be minimal.

Dut to its credit and in the
tace of the pressure that its
actions might lead to the
banlruptey of at jeast one of
the utilities, the PUC exploded
that assumption into dust. In
doing so, the PUC compeiled
utilities to look at nuclear
safety as an imponderabie
factor in their profit and loss
statements. For the first time
it is unmistakably clear that a
utility must pay for its ruclear
mistakes. The consume? does,
nowever, pay the cout of re-
placemeat power. :

GIVEN the legal frame-
worle within wtic the puC
had to act and the &=
public opposition to placing
the financial burcan of Three
mviile island on the consumer,
it is difficult to see how the
PUC <could have ruled much
differently than they did. But
unlike so many other in-
stances in which justice seems
to get twisted out of shape for
the benefit of powerful inter-
ests, this was a verdict that
was fair and honest. and for a
change. on the side of the peo-
ple.
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Nuclear Siting

Remote Loecations Are No Safer

IN THE AFTCRMATH of
the acent at Three Mile Is-
land selng suggested that
all :  re nauclear piants
shouid de located in remote,
rural areas rc limit the aum-
ber of peopie exposed to the
possible ill-effects of za un-
scheduled ‘‘incidest,”
“event,” or whatever,

Those who suggest :his

There are no nuclear
plants in cities because the
Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion (and tha Atomic
Commission before it)

it wise to restrict
them to locations that were
relatively lightly-populated
within a few miles of the

ly places as Three Mile Isiand,
Peach Boctom, Sedro Woolley,
Wash., Turkey Point, Fla., and
Zion, [IL That policy shouid
have toid us something about
the goverament's faith in the

safety of nuciear power,

will not make them any safer,
nor wiil it necessarily protect
populated areas from the con-
sequences of a nuciear acci-
dent. Any protection that dis-
tance might afford will be
subject to modification by
such unpredictabie factors
as the severity of an accident,
tie amount of radicactive ma-
terials released. and the direc-
Uon ang streng’h of the winds
at that particular time.

More importantly, Is it
ethical to pose a known risk
on a small number of people
that would aot be imposed on
a larger number of people? Is
the life of 21 individual worth
any less because he isoneof a
group of 1000 tha if he were

o beone in a mudocn? Orare s

we going to wipe away the
iadividual and gquantify our
regard [or ".umaa life by sot-
ting limits on the uumber of
peopie it is acceptadie to
endanger?

The 1sth Amendment o
the Constitution says that no
citizen shall be denied “equal
protection of the laws."” If ny-
clear piauts are safe, then
they are safe encugh to be
built in Philadeiphia or Pitrs-
burgh as they are at Three
Mile Island or Emporivm. If
they are unsafe, it applies eve-
rywhere. .

1271 A
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Stiil Too Many I

WUAT CAUSID the Unit
2 nuclecar reactor at Three

Mile isiand to 3o out of con--

trol two months .go is siill 2
subject of investigution ard
certain aspects of the acctdent
are still very much a puzcle.
The true extent cf the damage
to the nuclear core i not
known because the radictica
ia ke contalmmnnt ctructture
continues at such a nigh level
that it wiil be some time be-
fore anyone is able to make a
visual inspection.

The health implicctions of
the accident are a subject of
scientific dispute that may not
be resolved for many years,
though there is ample evi-
dence that, psychologically at
least, the r:cleer aczident has
ieft 2n indelibie imnrint on the
peopie of Central Penasyiva-
m .

Mcaanwhile, Joha 4.
Kemeny, chaliman of the
presidential commissicn in-
vestigating the accidant, com-
mented last weclk that the in-
strumenation at the Three
Mile Isiand contiol room
looked lik: it was 20 years out
of date. Harcld Denton, the
Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion official s2nt to TMi by
Presidest Carter during the
crisis, testified bcfore the
[{emeny commission thot the
governmert had grown
‘‘somewhat complacent”
about nuciear satety prior to
the accident. He said he was
still concerned about having
adeguate technical taleat at
nuciear piants and improving
the training of plant opera-
tors.

And there remcins the

of whnat to do with
come £00.000 gallons of con-
taminated water that have oc-
cumulsted on the isiand since
the accident.

1—,. .
‘.

isiss [nvoived

Into this unsetticd and un-
certain ctite eater Herman
Diecl:emp, precident of Gen-
eral Public Utilities Corp., the
owner of Three Mile lsland,
vzith the aanouncement that
the corporation was seeling
te put Unit 1 back in operation
by late August. Reopening the
plant would aid the corupany
{inoncicliy, but more impor-
tantly it would provide a psy-

hological boust for the com-
pany and the auclear indusiry
in general for it to resume op-
erction in the midst of the
community that went through
th¢ most terrifying experi-
ence ever produced by the
pezceful use of the atom. The
residents of the Harrisburg
area can 0°c2 2gain serve as
subjects in the nuclear experi-
ment, this time not as guinea
pigs in a surprise event but
like survivors coming face-to-
face agaia with their tormen-
tor.

THZNC IZAS been no indi-
cation in the acticns and state-
ments of the utility that it Is
any more aware of its social
and ethical responsibilitics
than it wcs Defore the acci-
dant. There is no !mdication
that the exact czuce of the
March 28 accident ..2s bzen
identified and that steps have
been taken to eliminate it
from hapnening in Unit L
There is 2o indication that the
utility ic any more wzhnically
competent to run a nuclesr
rezctor cafely than it was be-
fora the accident.

The jury Is still out on the
accident, what caused it and If
indeed i can be prevenied
from occurring agzin. Until
the ¢ isrreat ongoing investiga-
tion. are cempicted, the re-
opening of TMI 1 should not
even bo cousidered.

0
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Studies No Substitute for Action

THE THREE MILC Island
accigent’s cnppling blow to
nuclear power has given addi-
tional impetus and impor-
tance to a comprehensive en-
ergy plan for rhe state being
-prepared by the Governor's
Eaergy Council. Expected to
- be compieted in about six
~ months. the energy pian could
represent a necessary and vi-
tal turn in the road for Pean-
syivania and how it responds
to the enveioping cnergy cri-
sis. Or it could turn out to be
another time-consuming and

whatsoever other than a day
of ballyhoo, after which it
__will be quietly tucked away in
--its final resting place.
= QCertainly, Pennsyivania
~does not lack for energy
plans: Solving the energy cri-
- sis on paper is a full-time busi-
ness in this Capital ecity.
Indeed, one might reasonably
,ask If this new energy plan
.can or will say anything that
-has not aiready been said, but
about which nothing has been
~_doae.
... The immediate shortcom-
~4ng of the state government in
~dealing with the energy cnisis
which must be resoived is that
“‘while it has a numbper of agen-
““cies quite adept at maling re-
ports it has no one agency
“with the authority and
“.wherewithal to do much more
_than respond to the crisis of
the moment. There is no over-
! all energy strategy or direc-
! uon for either the short or
long Lerm. State gjovernment
-is essentially a3 Dysiander,
while the major energy deci-
‘sions are made by corporate
~and economic interests. and
..accasionally by the federal
government when it can un-
* track from its own (nertia.
The preolem writh waiting
_ another six months for an en-
ergy plan that may or may not
be worth waiting for 1 (nat it
_detays for at ileust that long

the initiation of projects that
already have been thoroughly
studicd. There is no reason,
for example, why the state
cannot put in motioa pians for
a small-hydroelectric pilot
project. At least three sepa-
rate state agencies, in addition
to0 a number of federal agen-
cies, have studied the small-
nydro potential in Pennsyiva-
nia and found it promising.
Surely, it is time to put ail
those studies to practical use
as a feasibility and demon-
stration project that may en-
courage utilities, private -
dustry and ‘adividuals o {of-
low.

Do we have to wait any
longer 0 direct one of the
state universities to create a
deparunent or use one of the
existing engineering Jjepart-
ments to initiate a program of
resgarch and thought io aiter-
nate energy systems?

Governor Thornburgh has
taken note of the state's abun-
dant wood resources. Can't
we [(ollow the exampie of
Vermont which has buiit an
electric generating plant that
uses wood as ¢ fuel?

THCSE are but a few of
any aumber of tkings the
state could be doing, some of
which would require state fi-
nancial support and others of
which may not. No single one
of them is a solution to the
energy crisis, but they are a
beginning to the necessary
process of waaning us away
from our heavy dependency
on ol and our growtng de
vendency on nuciear power,
in the leng run, the cumula-
tive impact of small efioris
like this may make the differ-
ence between an energy sup-
plv system that falls short of
our needs and one that is ade-
quate. It also may make the
difference between having an
energy svstem that is compat-
ible witk iife and the environ-
ment and one that generates
fear and suspicion.

1271 049
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Time to Thinl: Big on Small Scale

A PRIMEC reason solar
mer and other so-cailed “al-
ternate energy sources’” Lave
‘barely gotten off the ground is
‘the fzilure of the decision-
malters in Washington to give
the development cf thece
technologies ““national szcurn-
tyt! wu.

.y - That statement is not
meant to be facetious. but
merely to reflect how Wash-
ington operates. If . project
can be related to national se-
curity or e nation\l ‘nterest,
Congress has usually found a
“way of doing it. Thus 'he bar-
rniers (0 federal aid tr educa.
tion were breached v ith “Na-
tioral Defense scholarships.”
a system of ‘‘nationa!
defense” (interstate) high-
ways was built and Ameri-
cans were sent to the lMoon
“gecause we wanted to 3ot
there before the Russians did.
Naturzlly, most national
security funding goes toward
identifiably military projects,
‘where there is no lack of
imagination, either. For
example, the government is
seriously considering digging
-up the wheat fields of the
Great Plains for an under-
ground mobile missile system
which will precumably b2 in-
vulnerabie to Soviet attack.

** But we seem to miss a few
things, too. While we go t0
rather extreme ends to pro-
tect our missiies, the govern-
ment seems oblivious (0 the
incongruity of clustering as
many as 12 nuclear plants at
one location, a prospect it is
spending $1.3 million to
study. Our missiles may be
safe, but our electrical supply
and with it the ability of peo-
pie and industry to sustain
themseives after an attacis are
being made more vulnerable.

- Ivuclear parks do not just
invite warheads, they also in-

-

vite disruptions and repercus-

sions for the public of an ever-

grow:ng magnitude. The big-

ger the power station, the
broader the impact on the =~ =~
public when it fais. Surely,

nuclear parks cannot be
perceived to be in the nausnal

interest.

Dut even now we are ex-
tremely vulnerable to attack,
to the saooteur, the faulty
valve, to midsadventures of
any and every sort. We are
vulnerable because we have
moved more and more toward
centralized energy delivery
systems, which has meant
larger and larger power sta-
tions to which all of us are
tied by miles upon miles of
high voitage umbilical cords.
It has aiso meant the gepend-
ency of ail of us on the energy
decisions of a few and put us
at the mercy of errant
widgets. i b

THE SBCEAUTY of solar en-
ergy and many of the alte’-
nate energy systems is that
they are on a human scale,
small enough to neither en-
danger us nor control our
lives. But getting there is not
going to be easy. It took many
decades to achieve the transi-
tion from wood to coal, and
from coal to oil, gas and elec-
tricity.

Unfortunately, we don't
have decades o make the next
transition, though there can
be no doubt a transition must
be made. The question is are
we going to increase our vui-
nerability and dependency on
intricate and centralized ener-
gy systems or are we going to
think big about what we can
do on a smali scale? [t is notan
overstatemesit to say that na-
tional security, and, indecd,
our national destiny, rides on
the correct resviution of this

4 \\\\\%\\\“‘
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Narrow Viev of Resnonsibility

THE ATTITUDE of ~ock-
holders at the annual meeting
last week of Ceneral Public
Utilities Corp., owners of
Three Mile Island. can only be
described as irresponsible.

It is not difficuit to under-
stand their concern about the
beating their stock has taken
of late, but one would have

' expected that the events since

the momming of March 28
might have beea a sobering
experience for utility stock-
hoiders in general and GPU
stockholders in particular.

“1f nuclear power is here

to stay,” as one stockhoider
deciared to0 applause, then
stockhoiders had Dbetter be
prepared 1o shoulder at least
the financiai consequences of
proceeding with nuclear pow-
er, a decision in which stock-
hoiders play a crucial part. No
pubiic utility in this country is
gotng to build any more nucie-
ar plants uniess they do it

with the [ull support and en-

courzgement of their stocke

holders.

Unfortunately, the GPU
stocliholders expect to have
the Dest of both worlds. They

warnt to 2o on tuilding nucie--

ar plants, which because of

Ltheir great cost increase the
size of the financial base upon -

which utility rates are formu-

- lated, and at the same time be

excused from paying the price
whea. their nuciear piants
take a costly and uaplanned
“excursion.”

The Public Utllity Coms-
mission should take n'te of
the stockhoiders’ attitu < at
Jonnstown, because it.s W
GPU's ownersareonly . g
to pause to consider the .urger
concerns surrounding nuclear
power beyond their own nar-
row view when they finally
are held accountabie for their
irr€sponsible attitudes and
decisions.

LEdiicor
| ot
 GPU Stockholder

e
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Caution Should Se His Axiom

CLIFFORD JCIES, secre-
tary of the state Department
ot Eavircnmental Resourc
sounded for ail the world like
a husiness lobbyist in 3 gpeech
Thursday before the puild-
nuclou-power-plams-at-cny-
cost roup. Life/Jobs — the
Labor and (ndustry for Ener-

y and Jobs Commitiee.

Said Joges, “Today 'n
Pennsylvania, as never
pefore, the utilities need your
help. They're going to need
someone speaking for them.
That means you've got 10 be-
lieve in them, if you do.”

Jones @ to have a
good grasp of the dimensions
of the public senptiment
against nuciear power that
has occurred since Three Mile
Isiand, but he 2lso did a good
job of avoiding making a clear
statement of his own viewson
the subject. But one can draw
an inference from his state-
ment that “‘the reaction (to
nuclear power) at .he present
moment is not & 3ood one.”

We find it racher axtreor-
dinary and in some ways
alarming that the chief
spokesman for the environ-
ment in the Thornburgh ad-
minictration is, at the least,
ambivalent on the nuclear
power iseue, or, at worst, an
advocate v. continued nuclear
development.

.

There are no two issues
more closely intertwined
than energy and the environ-
ment. Virtually evervthing
we do in the energy field has
some impact on the environ-
ment, and, in some cases, the
consequences of particular ac-
rions may be quite profound.
Tinding a path that will pro-
vide us with the energy we
need to live and prosper and
doing it in 2 way that will not
come back to haunt us in t
form of an environmental dis-
aster is not an easy rask. Our
energy requirements are
much more obvious hecause
the effect of an interruption is
felt almost immediately. The
resuits of our mistreatment of
the environment in a particus
lar inetance may not become
evident for years or decades.

IF NO ONE ELSE, the
state’'s highest environmental
official, who, in effect, is the
custodian and watchdog of
the state’s natural and life-
giving resources, should be
roising the voice of alarm
whanever those resources are
tamperad with or encdangered.
Let others wave the flag of
development, the secretary of
environment should be first
and foromost on the side of
caution and conservation.

pOOR ORIGINAR
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SUNDAY'S demonstra-
tios in Washington leaves no
doubt that the accident at
Three Mile [sland has made
puclear power a major politi-
cai issue 2ad one of the most
igtensely emotiona! issuds
since the Vietnam War, The
anti-quciear march on the
Capitol attracted grouss and
viduals representing a
broad spectrum of

8

ot
“
;
£
’

plant is so large that operators
‘traditionally dom’t spead
much time,” according to
Metropolitan Edison Vie2

Sice

of Technology

DPrecident Jokn G. Herbein, in
the area of the panel that in-
isted something was wrang
on the morning of March 28.
And some of thcse who want
to save nuclear power (nsist it
czn b2 cdone by adding rore
lizghts aag Guttons.

00 TRS first time, many
people zre learning that nu-
clear power entails an awe-
some weste dispasal prodiem
involvizg the custody of high-
ly radioactive wastes for peri-
ods of time louger than aay
gation has ever existed, loeg-
er even than recorded history
up to this time. We are finding
out that there are & 'ot more

. costs tO suclear power than

are reflected in our utility
vills, and that whea thiags 30

b G
But most of all we ha
lmndmnm:uko{lu-

ity. Three )i'e [sland durst
that bubbie of uncritical opu-
mic=. It caa happea. Thou-
sznds marehed in Washington
vrity the support of millions of
oihors back home to make
sure that it doesn't happen.

. — —— e —
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At Best, Only a Guess

THZ REVISION in the
level of radiation expesure (0
the as a result of
the Three Mile [siand accident
oy HEW Secretary Jjoseph A.
Califano Jr. t¢ a dose nearly
twice as high as stated origi-
nally only hzips to confum
the balief here that the full ex
tont of the radizlion releases
from the plant are not fully
known == probably never will
be known.

Within days of the acci-

dent, Califano said the total

population dose was 1,800
person rems. Thursday he
gave figure of 3,500 rems. Ac-
cording to Thomas M. Geru-
sky, dirsctor of the state Bu-
reau of Radiological Hezith,
the final government {igure
could go as high as 5.000
re.ns.

At the present time, thery
are “a couple of hundred” ra-
diation monitoring devices
scattered zround the Three
Mile Island complex, but at
the time of the accident there
were only about 20 devices i
the field, all within five miles.
It was 12 hours before the iu-
clear Regulatory Commission
brought in additional and
more sophisticated rudiation
detectors. At best * is only

- —

guesswork to attempt to

siermine the degrec of radia-
tion exposure in those crucial
first hours of the accident,
particularly to those peopie
living more than five inies
from the piant.

Passage of HB-53, now be-
tore the full state House,
woeld provide the radiologi-
cel besith bureaw, wiich had
only four dosirneters noor the
slant on March 23, with addi-
tional funds to provide more
extensive monitoring of nu-
clear plants.

YZT, even with accurate
radiation data — 2nd we can-
not b2 sure the government
figures qualify for that de-
scription — there remain sub-
stantial concerrs in regard to
what it all meaas in terms of
public health. The layman
will find ltele clanficction or
comfort in the scientific com-
munity, which s ditterly di-
vided over the degree of dan-
ger posed Dy low-level radia-
tion. The layman is left to
weigh the signs: The trend
tovsard ever-lower govern-
ment standards for acceptadie
levels of rzciation. And the
absence of doctors 2round
town at the height of the nu-
clear scare.

§ e
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-~ THE VAST AMND COL-
QLI technololy dovm the
wire from our cver-rexdy . !
wellplug is lttle undeszsead | IV I OT the fictions boing
St discussed yet it (zvolves vi- foicted oa the public in the
fzl meiters of public impore syuks of the Three Mile island
tance from the momey cun- | gostdect is thot e churdown
cumers pay for clectrichhy t6 | ‘g2 the pvriesr rsaciors Lullt
concerns for the eavirepmazl | by Eabsock apd V/'enz will
azd publis safey. Je=2 to browusuis ad bilasl.

Consider: For maay fami- ouss. That ey be tous i
{les, utility bills stval tax bilis, Sguth Carellaa, where nucie-
Jearly two dozea power ’ 2r plaats represent <4 pereast
plants of varying size ead im- of the stota’s elestric Jrnartt.

&2 pluazed to come ca ez capacity, bt th L nct

between now azd 10635 to &us of Ponacyivazia. The tvro
cerve Punnsyivania’s elcseric aramis plaots ot Thres Lile
ity comstmarse, One large uu- ww;mm
clesr genersting plant coels percut gmeTls
more than $1 billloato bulld a t:amgtrmmw
cost that will ba arae by cus- aia, Jarcoy, Lisryland lutet

tomers. There were

© = At lssue is pot th2 remark.

.Lopuble to seli-corviuy stote-
zaents by thoce wease Lisr-
‘ets ere ticd to & coatigrasa
of extcing rolises.
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the question of what concti-
tutes adequate reserves, cone
ciasr a rescrve of between 20

|
- |
| and 25 nercent to b2 suffi-

pleris. Larce power plasts /.
’ &"éf:&fvﬁf ut mp?c:i,: S mﬂf\' second bit of fiction is
a larger resorve capesity e that brewnouis (voltage
S i o i e 5
fveiim i m;:hu - b Lrownouts cccur wwhen utili-
mAm:zmﬁyw& ties ere 1t the limut of avail-
Loz Alumos Scientific Labora. ebie geserciing capacity. The
tory feuzd 2 five percont eco- cstual ceductions i@ volizge
nem:izll civamtars fo smat) cre co clight that moct people
coai-tired power plants oves ¢ “evencotice them, harcly
83 equivalent @ larme povrer | ¢ imccavenience and b:t”
Pents. Caviroamenez) t *, ot most, happens but a
hmmgm”m& fe - times a yezy. Most of the
D thne are also less with tiae utilitiec gre oparaiins et
m!icrpm ’ czly 5C to 60 parcent of thair
o o 50 o | e e n
Rugs casment of taig t:.f';n' | tie coides: 42v- of wintar and
trY's figizzizl resaurees plus | cn the kottest, muggiest days
k3707231 isues related o the of summer, the latter of
eaviroument, safety ca | which kave historicaily posed
evar-g e *:{ﬁ:—p:ﬁ ::u:s WT!:: lcngd out,
aueing complez. It is time we and there cre gumber of ways
MQMMM;mth M‘“hw.lhﬂm
Publiz L2s in the decisions would b2 lecs for sub-
6":4' ty tl.n:‘ combination of cantial stezdby gemerating
largely  without cmz::' The utility customer
gxe‘gmm:a:“ i - paying ?dprﬂm'mnu?; bn:v:
cmmanmhm.:m c;ur::tnzcapa:ttyonm-
!Iushmmqm"m, | &y for tha fow days a year
L3 forwsall when it Is needcd. It doesa’t
matter how much or bow lite
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A Cair Beo:

THE PUCLIC Utility Com-
mission has made the first of
many difficult decisions it
will have to make in deter-
mining who shal’ shoulder the
enormous costs Jassociated
with the nuclear accident at
Three Mile (sland.

No matter what it does,
the commussion is charting
aew ground through a legal.
economic and emotional
quagmire of unprecedented
pruportions. Given the novei-
ty of the case, the need for a
broad and in-depth inquiry
into all the vanous factors
that must weigh in its deliber-
ations and the legal con-
straints by which it must
abide, the PUC's imstial ac-
tons were fair and even-
headed. For etther the utility
or its angry customers (G ex-
Dect the commission !0 make
a sweeping judgment at this
time, one way or the other,
m to expect the impossidble

in- light of the tremendous
consequences that attend eve-
Ly decision related to tius
ase. .

== But the tentative judgment
ot the majority of the commis-
sion as expressed by Chair-
man Wilson Goode is that
“the durden to demonstrate
why any added costs should:
be passed on rests anth the
utility and the utility aloge.”
In essence, the commuission
has ruied that Matropolitan
Edison. 50 percent owner of
Three Miie isiand Unit 2, has
forfeited its recent $49 mullion
rate increase as a result of
the loss of generauon from
the crippied plant and that
“any increased rates must
have demonstrated [actiual
and legal support.” Commus-
sioner Michael Johnsoa .ngi-
cated his concurrence wilh
Goode's remarks.

A disquieting note, how-
ever. comes {rom Cornmis-

2k Finnin

sioner Louis J. Carter who
made it a point of noting the
interests of “people’s savings
and pension funds . .. invested
in securities of utilities . . ."”
without even dattempting 10
palance that with somne recog-
nition of the unique phsyical,
mental and economic burdens
imposed by the utility on the
residents and Dusinesses of
this area.

We also take exception 10
the commission s remark that
“no one couid have foreseen
what was to occur at Three
Mile Isiand . . ." While it is
true the primary responsibili-
ty for approval of nuclear
plants rests with the federal
Muclear Regulatory Commis-
sion. the commission has en-
dorsed utility investment in
nuclear power through its
rate-making decisions. Al 10
time did the commission sen-
ously question the safety of
nuciear plants. even though it
has 2 legal obligation to see
that the service provided dy
ytilittes is safe and even:
though more than a decade
ago there was substantial
government literature avail-
able detailing the effects of
various types of nuclear acci-
dents.

{here is no desire here 0
engage in Monday-morning-
quarterbacking, dut the pownt
needs 10 be made that because
of the vast compiexity of 2iec-
tric gemeration and distribu-
tion the putlic relied upon the
PUC. the NRC an the utilities
t0 put safety before ail other
considerations. ‘With the taik
of putting the Three Mile Is-
land plants back in operation
it appears the decision-mak-
ers have yet 10 come (0 2Ti0S
with putting their prioritics in
proper order. We may De
tempung fate  once agan
sajety bDecomes arowned n
the caldron Of economuc con-
cerns.
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Senate Priorities

- TMI Should DRe on the Agenda

A JOINT statement to
state senators from Majority
I eader Edward Zemprelil, D-
Clairton, and Minor ty Leacer
Henry Hager, R-William-
sport, urging their colleagues

*t0 leave most of the TMI con-

cern to those with tle
- expertise” and get on with the
- business of governmant, sug-
gests that those two gentle-
men are part 0. the prooiem
..this state faces in coming to
terms with the nuclear dilem-
- ma. :
It was the experts that got
- Us into this mess, as Sen. Hen-
* ry Messinger, D-Alicatown,
_ correctly noted in response to
. the memo. And it was the
willingness of governmeant of-
ficiuls and tha publiz to leave
“-all of the decisions regarding
nuclear power, including ba-
Sic policy decisizas, to the ex-
perts that created the climate
in which millions of peopie
-were quietly put under a risk
they barely knew about and
had no voice in. The two Sen-
ate leaders appear ready to re-
peat the process.
::. To the credit of a good
:> umber of other scnators, this
::rare disolay of bipartisan ac-
:.cord on the part of theSenate
‘:leadership drew angry fire
;- from the rank and file, most
- of it on targst. The unexpect-
::ed rebellion prompted Zem-
:; prefli to say, “I was only sug-
© gesting that anything that we
1.¢o b2 predicated upon facts
-‘and that the facts be of one
: @ercmination..."”
I If Zempreili proposss to
--await the arrival of one-de-
- nominational facts — that is
:-facts about which there is no
© dispute — he will have a very
" long wait indeed. There are
_very lew undisputed facts
-.about nuclear power, just as
: there are few undisputed
facts about the size of the
state’s budget surplus/deficit.
Even if it were possible to put
together a set of facts about
nuclear power or the budget,
they are still going to mean
different things to different
pecple.

It is safe to say that no
matter what the facts, no
matter what the risk, there
are still gomng to be peopie in
the nuclear industry, at utili-
ties, i government, on Wail

Street and Main Strest, who
are stil going to say onward
and upward with auclear
power.

Cut there is one unassail-
able faet about nuciear power
that Zemprelli and 42327 can
start with. That is the fzct
that a nucicar power plant
POsCs 2 risi to life and proper-
ty. It doesn’t matter that one
expert says the risk is one in
10 billion and another expert
says it's one in a thousand.
There isn't any question that
there is a risi, a nsik that
could invoive thousands of
people over thousands of
square miles and that the
probability of it happening is
no more unlii:cly than the
probacility of scimeone for-
getting to open a velve, or a
pump malfuncticuing or an
instrument giving a wrong
reading.

That rick has no compzri-
son with riding a plane, work-
ing in a quarry or a mine, or
even walkisy across the
street. We are lking about a
risk that . 1ot taien by
choice, and a risk that is im-
posed on some peopie (those
living primarily in rural areas
and small towns) and not im-
posed o2 otnors (those living
in large cities and suburbs.)
We are tailung about a risi
that is based on an artificialiy-
contrived economic advan-
tage for investors, whizh in-
clude tax write-offs, 213 bil-
lion in government funds for
research, fuel processing and
wacste cicposal, government-
protected and limited liability
and a rate system that pro-
motes bigness.

Contrary to the two Sene
ate lexders, the Lagislature
can no longer sit idle while
others mule decisions that
bear directly ou tne heaith,
safety and welfare of
Pennsyivanians. In as muci: as
the decisions made cencern-
ing nuciear power are muce in
plages that are, for the most
part, inaceessible to the pub-
lic, that is to s2v in the board
rooms of utilities and oy the
Nuclear Regulatery Commis-
sion, the Legisleture stands as
the one power{ul forum that
can balaace the score and ade
dress the concerns of the pube
lic that may otherwisz be
ignored.
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Not the Most Crucial Question

METROPOLITAN EDI-
SON attorneys went to great
engths Tuesday to couvince
the Pubiic Utility Commussion
that the question of who pays
tor the accideat at Three Mile
Isiand and all its consequenc-
es revolves around Kkeeping
the company solvent.

Without any documeanta-
tion or verification, MetEd at-

torney James DB. Liberman .

predicted the company would
bé bankrupt in a “tew days” if
the PUC did not act almost
immediately to reassure
banks that the company
would not be forced to bezra
heavy burden of the costs con-
nected with the accident.
Company lawyers also mace
strong hints that service to
MetSd customers wauld Be
impaired if hearings were re-
opened on its 549 millioa rate
increase approved the week
before the zccident. (o 3 stra-

ratepayers up the tab for
Three Llile [sland and offered

to absord a $16 mullion reduc-

tion in its rate increase as ifs
contribution toward heipiag
defer damages.

And there were other,
more subtie statements Dy the
company attorneys that were
rather amazing in light of the
tremendous comumitment (0
guciear power that has Deen
made by the utilities of tuis
country. MetEd attorney
Samuel Russell, after being
asied by PUC Charman Wil
son Goode if he thought the
federal government shculd
bare some of the costs wnflict-
ed oy Three Mile [siand, of-
fered that there would not
have been a.nuciear industry
i# the government had ot ea-
couruged it True, but there is
2 suggestion there that Med*
¢id not make its tnvestment in
auclear power out of its own
free will, that it did not pavea
responsibility t0 make 2 judg-
ment of its own Js to the safe-
tv and economics of auclear
power. And there was the
statement by L.berman that
no utiity ever considered that

it would be asked to Lear the
burden of a nuclear accident
Needless to say, it s perhaps
time they did.

The PUC is due to 2an-
nounce its decision today on
whether it will allow the Con-
sumer Advocate's request for
a rehecaring on MetEd's
recentiy-granted rate
increase. 3 procedurs which
would reconsider the basis of
the increase in light of events
at Three Mile Island. The
pressure on the commission-
ers is intense. The compuny
has all but said it will be on
the f{inancial rocks (f a rehear-
ing is granted. 21 the other
side is the tremendous public
feeling that it would be a
gross injustice for ccasumers
to bear the cost of the
company’s negligence.

THE FINANCIAL solven-
cy of MetEd is an issuc that
must be deait with, dut it

. shonid not be the PUC's pivot-
al concern. The PUC is not
charged with guaranteeing

the suivency of a utility in.
perpetuity regardless of the

- risk and cost that may eatail
. t0 tha consumer. On the con-
trary, it is invested with the
responsibility of estabiisting
reasonable rates and maun-
taining safe, acequate service
to cuctomers. The survival of
MetEd is not cruciai to the
achuevement of those objec-
tives, Indeed, the record
wouid seem t0 (ndicata a per-
formance that was neither
reasocable nor safe.

The marrow of the issuc
before the PUC is whether or
got a unility caa foist both the
saiety risk and economic risk
of fuclear power on the con-
sumer and walk away un-
scothed when the whole en-
terpnise turns sour. [f it can,
then corporate and govern-
ment tyranny over the indi-
vidual are alive and well in
*his country. 1! the PUC does
not let MetCd drop Three Mile
Isiand into the lap of its cus-
tomers, it will scnd a message
out to every boardroom and
stocizholders meeting in the
country that no company can
ignore or cvade (ts public re-
spousibility for the sake of
profits.
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THREE WEEKS AGO,
“The Friendly Atom.,"” one of
mankind’s greatest technclog-
ical achievements, had & pitys-
ical and mental breakdown.
Hardly anyone knew it at the
time and what is worse, very
few peopie had any ids2 that
this wondrous application of
science had within it a {right-
£2ing capacitv to turn against
its masters and wreak devas-
tation on a vast and, perhaps
still, unfathomabie scale.

But even worse than that,
knowing nuclear power’s po-
tential for injury and destruc-
ilon did not confer on anyone
, the right to choose between
living with that risk, however
remote, and living as they had
done before without its omi-
nous presence,

We may be a free country
in which we can speak our
minds, follow our own beliefs
and elect our own leaders, but
we do not choose the techno-
logies that increasingly play
such a large part in our lives.
To some ext>=t we think we
do. We hear about “America's
love affair”” with the automo-
bile, but are we laft with any
options that are capable of
meeting the needs of a signifi-
cant section of our popula-
tion?

Now some would tell us
that there is no aiternative to
nuciear power, which is de-
monstrably untrue at this
point in time, but surely not
{ur iong if we continue to in-
crease our depcndency upon
it.

F;-.. A.:c ;ﬂ r=
QSCISIONS

Cut whatcver one's evalu-
ation of the camcrgy options
available to the nction there
must come I-time — and it
already has arrived in cthis
part of the country — when
we begin to ask how far we
are going to go in imposing
risits on people in exchange
for presumed econcmic bene-
fits and supposed increases in
the siandard of living. Scme-
where along the line the bene-
fits are cancelled out by a less-
ening of the quality of life, in-
dividual freedom and personal
safety.

It is ciear from our experi-
cnce at Three Mile Isiand that
the utilities and, indeed, the
government agency that li-
censed the piant, do not hold
these latter considerations in
the same high regard as their
economic interesis. Can we
continue to allow peopie
whose primary concern is
their quarterly dividends to
malie what are essentially life
and death decisions over thou-
sands of people? We think
not.

The people who have been
selected to live with the risk
of nuclear power ought to be
able to decide for themseives
wrhether or not they are will-
ing to live with those risks.
Before anyone builds or oper-
ates another nuclear plant, the
people residing within the
swecp of the plant’s potential
harm shouid have the right to
verify or veto that decision in
a referendum. The utilities
and government have no right
to piay God.
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A Callous, Unacceptable Attitude

IF YOU HAD the distinct
impression at the height of the
crisis at Three Mile [slund that
no one in charge knew what
was going on, your fears wiil
be more than confirmed by a
reading of the minutes of the
Nucieur Regulatory Commus-
sion for that period.

Not only did the commis-
sioners not <now what was
going on at the crippled aucie-
ar power piant from hour t0
hour, there appears (0 have
been some confusion as (o
where it was going on. The
NRC's evacuation expert. Don
Collings: “Let's see, Harris-
burg is in which county?”

Scientific certainty and
technoiogical know-how was
rendered down to “a funny
blip in the containment thal
nobody saw before.™

But the most frightening
revelation found in the NRC
tranecripts is the commission=
ers’ preoccupation with issu-
ing “reassuring” statements
to the press, even though the
situation was so serious from
what they did know that they
considered recommending an
evacuation. [ndeed. according
to the transcripts, Haroid
Dentoa, the NRC's top man on
the scene, advised the siate
police to evacuate a five-mile
area from the plant, which
was not carried out until some
time later and then oniy for

-pregnant women and pre-

school children.

EVEN THOUGH they
were advised that 3 meltdown
was possible and that they
might have as litile as 30 min-
utes Lo warn people, some of
the commissioners were more
concerned with the tone of
their nress statements. Sauwd
Commussioner Richard hen-
nedv. “The focus (vl the press
reiease), | think. has 1o he

reassuring . . . reassure people
that at least we're working on
"

Fortunately, cvents at the
plant never reached a point
that would have made an
evacuation unavoidable. DBut
the commissioners could not
xnow that in advance, and,
indeed. the transcripts indi-
cate. that they had serious ap-
prenensions adout brnging
th» errant reactor under con-
wrol before nearbv residents
were put in jeoparay.

Obviously, there are a ot
of improvements that can de
made in the way the NRC
responds to any [uture oucle-
ar accident. such as better
communications, nuclear
SWAT tcams, and other pro-

that have been made (0
make the NRC more effective
in dealing with nuclear crises.
But more than anything eise,
we must change the attitude
of those officials in positions
that bear directly on the safe-
tv of peopie, from one of gam-
bling with lives o one that
puts protecung lives before
everything eise.

IT IS CLEAR the commis-
sioners were willing to wait
to the last possible moment
Yefore taking steps to alert
the public to the potential
danger at Three Mile Island
aud before taking the neces-
sary precautions that would
have prevented what might
have been a chaotic and panic-
stricken cxodus of thousands
of people (leeing for their
lives.

An attitude that puts more
emphusis on (ulsely reassur-
ing peopie than protecting
therr lives is totally unaccept-
able. Such cullous and mind-
less conguct must nul be per-
miited O ocgur duywnere
cver again.
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TMI Inquiry

Given an [mpossibie Task

oRESIDCENT Carter's
charge to the committes e
has just appointed 10 lock into
the accident at Three Mile Is-
land is a difficult one and, in
at least one respect, imposei-
ble.

In addition to directing the
commissioa 0 find out what

2t the nuclear plant
and how it could have been
prevented: and to assess what
ant and others did ia
response, the president aiso
told the committee to
recommendations t0 encble us
to preveft &.¥ future nuclear
accidents.”

It is a notion that stretches
credulity, for
can anyone seriously believe
that 11 people can accompiish
in sizz months what thousancs
of brilliant and gifted scien-

—————

complish in more
years of trying. Absolutely no
one can guarantee that acci-

dents will not occur in the fu-
ture at nuclear plaats.

No technoiogy Is perfect.
Even with the most strenuous
requirements and the strictest
precautions. things g0 wrong.
are lmproper\y
instalied, wear out or bresk
error is an
ever-present possidility.
indeed, malfunctions. unsch-
“rips” and operation-
al mistakes occur with regu-

_can get:

at most of the nation's
nuciear plants.

larity

is a string of erTors malfunc-
tions and miscalculations. .
And we are not necessari-
ly talking about things geing
esoteric heart

power plants in this couatry
we are facing causes that are
about 2s fundamental as
at Three
basic plumbing: at Browns
Ferry, Ala. four years 280, 3
worimen testing for air leaks
with 2 lighted candle. The ba-
sic flaw o nuclear power
plants s +hat humans design
them, build them and run
them.

12POSSIELE as it may be
for the presxdenual commis-
sion to assuage public fear of
nuclear power created Dy the
Three Mile l1sland accident.
that's clearly what Carter
expects. In essence, he has
preordtmed their findings by
aiready publicly commiting
nimecif to the expansion of
nuciear energy. 1t the
commission’s {indings arc O
pe the least bit plausible it
must resist Car ar's importun-
ing and plotits own independ-
ent path to the truta.

- Y -
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Thae Area’s Main As

IT IS NO honecy-tongued
bit of seif-(lattery to say that
peopie are Ceatral Pezasylva-
nic's greatest reccurce oS the
reston sealis to pull sl vp
by the peatsirons frem its no-
gition as victira of cae of lue
worse public ccores in Amert-
can history.

The peopic of this area did
thuaﬂv-prmdbymzc.m
and reasoned maaner in

{n coming together to racover
what was [ost og the morning
of March 28 and in the casu-
ing days. Almoct spontage-
nucly, a task force of area
community leaders 32as
formed to counterast tha diffi.
cult image preciems for agri-
culture, tourism 23d business
that remain in the walie of the
guciear 2ctident, and 0 map
the road to ecomomic recov-
ery.
Similar groups did aa out-
standing job whea Harmisturg
vras buffeted oy the ill-winds

set Is People

of the 1872 {lood and carclier
when Clmsted Air Force Case
was closed. But the tosl this
thne is o more fermidobie
Lzcause the encmy is reas, the
mose irratiosal ¢if 2mctions.
Eut toers 2ro some things
in our iaver. Qut bavoed the
reaches o Cez.rai Pennsyiva-
nis there is 2 vast reservoir of
syapathy 2ad compassics for
th2 p2spie of this area because
of what they have Dbeen
through. And theres is also
great curiosity about the
event and the placs where it
happened which may ammract
pecgle in e same way they
gre drawn to hisioric Battles
grounds CT BOTTOr movies.

CTT ULITEATZELY our
future hingss oot on what
others do, but what we do
curseives, Cur doterminstion
to oversome this setdacl, to
resume our lives and, perhaps,
to cut new paths that others
may {ollow, wiil qemounstrate
our resilisacy and, indeed, teil
ths erorid thae this is sull a
good plese to live, worlk asd
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Consumer Acdvecate Uncdermined

NOTW!T!ISTAI-’D!NG
what probably will be the
unique legal predlems created

by the Three Mile Isiand nu- -

clear accident, as a matier of
principle it was wrcas for the

o
é
g
g
%

cate.
This occurred when Attor-
ney General Sdwerc Biesicr
. reguested Consumer Advo-
cate Mark Widotf to delay fil-
ing petitions with the Public
Utility Commission seekiag a
reconsideration of recent rate
hikes granted t0 Metropolitan
Edison and Pennsylvania
Electric Co., part-ov/ners of
the Three Mile Isiand nuciecr
reactor that sent shock waves
around the world two weeks
ago. Widof? subsequently
filed the petitions anyway.

Blester has beea directed
to assume control of the strat-
egy and legal matters con-
nected with the accident as
part of a coordincted state

That strategy bas
yet to be announced, though
noting that is not meant to:m-
ply any criticism because the
issues are novel, comnlex and.
1o some extent, still unfeld-
ing. It no doubt wili talze time
to bring together all the vari-
ous threads of the case and
weave it into a coherent legel
tabric that touches ail bases of
t=is multi-faceted mightmare.

That's fine, but what it

overioslss is one of the basic
coacerns that many pechle
have voiced ia the aftermath
of the csare ot Three Mile
Isicnd. That is the feeling of
perhans thousands of peopie
that no one wes looking after

. their interests when the nu-

clear piaats at Three Mila le-
land were built and licensed
to cperate, and that evea now
there is no ome represanling
their interests. Llaany pecowe
are frustroted beczust they
are outraged that they have
peen put through the traumat-
ic experience of the past two
weeks, but don't know what
they can do as individuals to
influsnce decisions that may
hove a becring oo their lives
in th2 future.

Vidoff helped vent some
of these fevlings acting as he
did, hut the actioa of the ad-
migisration in trying o shac-
Lle the consumar advocate
can oaly renew fcars that
Jnce @gain the censumer s -
the last persom O have any
say over events that iafringe
on his life and pocketbcol.
The credibility of the consum-
¢r advosate 2san indep2naent
voice for the “litile guy” has
been damaged DY this
mancuver beyond just this is-
sue of the nuclear plant. Who
can have any confidence now
that he is acting in the
consumer’'s behaif when he
must be prepared to submit to
the unknown strategies of
higherups?
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Don't Let the Company Off the Fook

TESTIFYING befere the
Joint Economic Committe2 of
last weck, Metro-

polizan Edicon artorney Joat
Chcrnoff said, “It seems tome
ineczapable that coucidsra-
tions of fcirness and uitincie
economis irmpact raguire thit
the cgst of replacement power
(for the udllity’s damared
rezctor at Three Mile Island)
be rlowcnd through to

the consumcor.

Apod If that wereg’t
enough. the day after the Unit
2 resctor went banaoos a Pub-
lic Utillty Commission-2D=
proved rate iccrease of 249

politan Edisoa may zct be oul
a single cent os 3 result of tha
near-catastrophe at Thre2
‘Mile Island. Aside from the
piant, the only other
darnage sustained by the com-
pany &s a resuit of the asci-
dent was its loss of credibilicy.
Altogether notling serious
to interfere with th2
steady flow of dividends 10
stocizholders.
We think there are a few
around this crea who
would crgue with thal con-

c!pi U‘ ------- ::d wrhn

pOOR ORGNAL

would suggest thot there is
something strikingly out of
synch with o cysicm vrhich
puis the pullic in the positica
of tziine the uitimate risk,
whie th: msacgement and
ceasizhaldams of MotZd taio no
ricl: waatssIver.

Pesngnizing thet utilities,
weth their mononoly teTTiio-
sies and close governmant
reguiziion, ore unigue ectities
ia our privete enterprise Sys-
tem. should not, however, ebe

T TSC cempany does not
have to pev the price for what
hepnened at Three PMle
Isiond, then thore is cbsclutes
ly 29 ucestive for }4etCd cnd
cther wllliiss tO operars safe-
ly, compatently cad o the
public igtersst. If the com-
pany does got pay, then their
customers are no better than
hes:ares for the earicimest
of faseless stockholders who
have no othar interest in com-
pany catious thag the lize of
sheir quarterly dividead
checls. ¢

Net just in the interest of
“szirmess,” but in the iatorest
a¢ avoiding a repetition of
Threz Liie isiand, it is cosen-
sal that utilictes and siock-
holders learn that the custom-
ers are not the only ones that
gre going to pay for the
eompanty's mistakes.

- — -
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Feds Shouid Provide Assistance

THZ MOST important
thing now for Central Penn-
sylvania is to get back on its
fect in the wake of the Three
Mile Island accident, and it
needs and deserves all the
neip it can get.

Like radiation, the psy-
chological fallout frem this
accident is iavisitle and it
may be some time before we
now its full dimension. It
could be serious. Will signifi-
cant numbers of peopie aveid
purchasing the farm produc
from this important agricul-
tural area? Will they be
frigitened of visiting our
world ‘amous tourist attrac-
tions? Will it be more dilficult
to attract new industry to the
area? Wiil our existing firms
stay with us? What is going to
happen to the vaiue of real
estate?

Despite the fact that no
lives have been lost, no prop-
erty except for the power
plant damaged and no radia-
tion readings recorded that
have come close to the fallout
from recent Chinese atomic
tests in the atmosphere, Cen-
tral Pennsylvania has suffered
the worse dose of bad publici-
ty that could poscibly befall a
region of this size. The impact
is bound to be far-ranging,
with such esoteric ventures 23
local borrowing through the
bond marizet aircady adverse-
ly affected.

There are many things
that can be done to counter
:Lese psychologiczl adversar-
ies. but it seems to us that the
federal government has 2
paramount responsibility in
helping us weather the storm.
Ts hasten that it mav be
advisable for Gov. Dick
Thernburgh to declare the re-

gion an economic hardship
area so that local governmeat,
business and individuals can
avail themszlves of any spe-
cial assistance the f{ederal
government has to offer. If
this incident does not quite fit
the legal definition of an area
in need then it is incumbent
ucon the region’s congress-
nien and conators to introduce
legizlation that will mect cur
aceds. In additien, the Penta-
gou should cancel its pianned
closing of New Cumberland
Army Deopot and phase-out
from Fort [ndiantown Gap.
The blow from the federally-
licensed nuclear piaat at
Three Mile Island was horren-
dous cnough, but do we aiso
have to endure a large and sig-
aificant loss of government
employment at the same time?

The state continues to play
a vital roie in monitoring radi-
ction in food products to in-
sure that no contamination
reaches the public. Confi-
dence in the integrity of their
findings must be absolute if
the public is to accept food
products from this area and
local agriculture is to survive.

Cven if everything possi-
ble is done, the cost of the nu-
clear scare and the resuiting
mass exodus hcs already been
grezt. It has put a serious dent
in the finzncial resources of
meny families end businesses
resulting in losscs they proba-
bly wiil never rccoup.

Yet, despite this and the
serious problems ahead, Cen-
tral Pennsylvania retains its
capacity to bounce back from
disastrous floods, tough times
and Civil Waer raids and major
engagements. We shall
bounce back again and these
rough days wiil too have
passed.

|0/
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State Lacis

A DMYTIAD of commis
stons and committees will be
looking into ihe canses of the
Three Alile lsiand nuclear
acsiacnt, but what we muy
need now rxore thaa anviiing
eise is In investigation into
the: {uture of encrgy in Penn-
svivania.

One of the very first ques-
tions that any suci investiga-
uon must address is tae muiti-
plicity of state cgencies re-
sponsible for dealing with
encrgy. As we noted in this
space earlier tlis year, at least
three seozrate agencies of
state government had some
interest and involvement with
the devciooment of ithe
Commonvwrealth’'s small
hydroeleciric potemtial. lio
one agency IS ia caarge of
this area, witd the resuic that
there was no leudarsiin, no
direction and no movement :0
capitalize on what cuuld be a

significant provider cf energy
to the staze. The sume can be |

$aid in virtually every {iasid of |

energy: No one in this state
has a hand on the tiller,
Another question that
begs for examiazation is vhy
this state has gone so heavily
into “nuclear power piants
with six plants liceased to op-
erate and five others either
under construction or on the

taine the greatest concentra-
tion of ciean-ourning anthra.
cite coal to be found any-
where in the world and vast
reserves of tituminous coal
The coal regions of this state,
particulerly the aathracite
regious, have suffered terribie
economic degrivation, in part
pecause Dbillions of doliars
have been spent to build au-
clear plants. [f there had been
strong government direction
and a commuitment to maxime
ize the fuel with which this
state has been so generously
Ulessed, Pennsyivania would
be much more prosperous
than it is today aad it would
be in 2 far batter pesition to
weather the ongoing energy
crsis.

POOR ORIGINAL

m
ey

It 2an and shouid still
move in tue direction of cogl,
There is no doubt that there
are considerable safety and
envi.onmental probiems as:o-
clated with coal, out we are
for more likeiy to overcome
them more quickly and with
les; crpense than we are
50123 {0 resolve the problems
with nuclear power. Signifi-
cant tecanological advances
made in
making coal cieaner that wore
oot even lmown five years:

have airesdy been

-ago.

For the next 40 two 350
years, coal is probably the
Dest energy option for Fenn-

syivania. Sut there are other™
avenues that offer substaziial
short- and long-tarm ben2fits.
As we have already notad,
Pennsyivania has a significaat
email hydroeiectric poteatial. -
There are at lecst 28 existing
dams in the state considered
capable of delivering electrici-
ty at competitive prices if
they were altered to provide '
generating capacity. Alto-

gether, there are 300 dams in -

the state with 2 low-hydro
poten '3l according to 2an
Army . .. 28 of Sagineers sur-

We may weil be on the
brink of important break-

i mrcug!uinmcunotm.cu-

rcot rays of the sun. Some
apelications, such as coiar hot
water heaters, cre already oa
the market, Sut the ssminal
deveiopments that will revo-
luzionize man's relationship to
energy are still some ways
off, though not so cistant as

many seem to tiinic Denasyl-
vania could assist in realizing
" the fruits of solar power,asit

has in nuclear engineering, by
| ecreating and funding aew de-
pertments 2t state usiversities
devoted to develooing alier-
| nate forms of energy, particus
larty solar. Little University
of Deiawrare has been & leader
in this field. Pernaps it's time
Seansylvania changed its em-
shasis on energy research
from auciear 'O soiar.

THE= SSADRCH for ways to
conserve energy must contine
uc. Urgently nceded is a clear-
ing house, a gathenng point,
for all of the tuousands cf in-
ventions and techniques that
have beca made since the
1273 cil embargo put energy
in tiie forefront of the national
consciousness. Things have
beca done in ot er states that
couid be appliec here to save

' energy., but again we need

someone in this state whoisin
a pocition to direct our efforts,

New emphasis will have
to be put on mass transporta-
tion and less eraphasis oa sub-
sidized pariing if the state is
to meet President Carter's
gascline conservation goals.
We have to [ook not just at the
prooiems of Philadeiphia and
Pitsburgh in this regard, but
at Harrizburg and other
smaller cities, as well 2s serv-
icing the rural area of the
state. Rail passeager service
in Pegnsyivania must be
saved from extinction ai the
hands of the federal Depart-
meant of Transportation.

The future of energy in
this state is an immense chal-
lenge. [f we are to meet that
challenge we had bertter start
right now to get our act
together. .
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*.m BIANTY AN UNSUNS kero
=27 quietly and coolly g
Zeout his duty under the in-
dense stress and sirzin of the
Zthree Mile Island ascident.
-¥ulice and emergency person-
:ucl s300d by their posts ascur-
;=7 the continuation of essan-
421 servicss roiated to proper-
ity-protection aud a smooth
sevizuation. Hundreds of local,
Lounty ond state officizls
<imiy presared comtingoacy
44208 in the evert the worst
Ozurred. Hundreds in the pri-
VTl secter did a thousan:. agd
002 things, such as Keeping
‘roditals ruaning, stores and
s322.4g places open and infor-
Fiation lowing, withont
Which the crisis would have
-2ea ali the greater. Gov, Dick
Thernburzt aad Lt Gov. Bill
Saramoc responded wiih
lezdersiip that did credit to
themseives and the Com-
menweaith
~ And we would be remics if
T7e did not also tak» aote of
212 courage of the supervicors
=nd techuicians at the Three
;»le Isiand comound who
<ayed at thair « 2%io ¢ anc
42rhaps thereby averied a
«=i0rse calamity,
=7 But there is one person
~vhose presence here made 2
iSrucial diflerence to public
‘confidence. which, of all thas
\ihings damaged by this acci-
2=at. may have suffered the
«"Teatest consequence, \Vhen
:{arold Denton, Chief of Oper-
<tions for the Muclear Regula-
ory i« ton and Presi-
‘aent Carter’s perscnal emis-
“ary to the disaster, arrived
here Friday the situation was
rapidly approaching a state f
chaos. Conflictin, and contra-
dictory st>rements were ram-
pant. Me' opoiitan Fdiean af-
ficiais centnuved to downrlay
the serousiess of the inci-
-Geat, while state offzials,

r oy -~ A
LCo0N LL2rms

ur Apgreciation

wiro wrere depending on
MtZd for their information
clearly were confused.

By his calm maaner, his
paticat exmiapaiion of the
lecanica! aspects of the prob-
lera, his willingness to 2dmit
that there were some aspects
of the zccident the exparts
weren't sure about, his cag-
01 iu doclzring that the enisis
had UL2en diffused and kis
opemn2ss in dctailing the
Warst possible conscjucnces
of the cccident, Denton quick-
ly conveved (ha {mpression o
the pablic that for the firse
time since VWednesday morn-
ing they were bearing the

. muwam'tveryplum: !

and it coatained a iot of unces-
sy, but the one certunty
Waz ikat at last we were re-
ceiving tl:2 unbiased 2nd una-
doroea facts from someone
w0 knevs what e was talk-
ing 200ut.

The psychciogical impor-
tance of Denton’s cool and
rassuring presonce here can-
20t he unaecestimated. He has
ba2come a father-figure to
thousards of traumatized peo-
ple in th's region who look to
Eim as the lost word, the oniy
werd, on the peril at Three
M! Isiznd.

North Carolirian oy
birth and upiringing, Denton
Is already an honorary -
tizen of this grateful state in
2+ hearts cod minds of all the
People cf Peansyivania. Wien
the situation permits this state
shovid formally recornize
him for his ptvotzl role in
bringiag sanity to this unpar-
alicled event by presenting
hua with the highest com-
mendation the Common-
wealth has to offer as a token
of our appreciation and es-
teem for what he has done
nere. A thankful and relieved
stite can do no less.,
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Reopening School

Prudence Suggests They Close

OFFICIAL statements On
the status of the crippled reac-
tor at Three Mile [sland since
Monday hove been eacsurag-

~ating that the threat -
to the public has teen sub-
stanticlly reduced. It is the
kope and prayer oi everyone
in the area and tae thousands
who hava fled (hat this is the
cass. =~

However, it s:oms t0 us
that it is premature to De urg-
ing the reopening oi schgols
five mile perime-

culation. What continues to be
disturting is that the instrue
meats monitoring the condi-
tions inside the reactor may
have been docmaged by the (-
tense bombardment of radia-
over the past few days.

tuon
One ncnessential measuring

. gevice has alrecdy faied.

Some of the best scientists
in the country have gathered
here to heip defuce the reac-

* tor, but their analysis and rec-
. ommendativas are oanly as

good as the information they
have to work with. [f the
readings are wrong, any siens
the scientists tuice, including

ing no steps, could resuitin
a wrong move that may
heighten the danger to the
public.

This area is not going to
ceturn to some sembiznce of
normality uatil it is bevond a
doubt that the danger at
Three Mil2 island is no ionger
presest. Though 2 {ew of the
many thousands that volun-
tarily fled the area have
returned, most sppear to de
staying away until the current
uncertzinty Las beea replaced
by positive assurances that
the reactor has been bdrought
to 2 dead hait. The evacuees
include many school children
and teachers from within the
20-mile area, making it un-
likkely that the schoois will be
able to function in an orderly
maaner that is conducive 0
learning. As long as the crisis

there will remain a
sense of fear among parents
that they might become sepa-
rated from their childrea in
the event of an evacuation.

UWTIL the moment ar-

rives when *he officials at the
scene can say without equivo-
cation that the nuciear plant
no longer poses a threat 1o the
public, we think it only pru-
dent to keep the schools
closed writhin a 20-mile radius
of Three Mile [sland.

pOOR ORIGIAL
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The Public Bubbie

imperil Us Again and It Will Burst

TI= DANNGER st Three
Mile lsiand has cpparently
cupsided, but the nem2 of
Harrichurg will continue on
a2s a werd 'whose mcaamng
conveys one of those
watershed evenis that rattles
the humaa percepiion of
itseif. No one has dicd at Har-
risburg t it a world has bezn
confronted with the terrible
potentiul of its uarelenting
push for a techueeratic utegia
2t the expense of caution, con-
servation and individual cou-
trol over our own destinies.

The implicztions of the ac-
cident zt Threa iiile Island are
iar-reaching. They iavolve

. net just the 100 million other
Americans who live in the
shodows of nuclear power
plant cooling tower piumes
but every American, Decause
this ‘ncident will have reper-
cussions in every aspect ci the
energy equation.

\We cannot decide for
other Americzas what they
should do about the nuciacr
plants that looru o cruncu.ly
in their lives. indeed, they will
have to break new 2round to
be heard, to influence,- be-
czuse tney were never asked
if they wanted atomic power
plants as neighpors in the {irst
plcce. The growth of nuclear
power was not a public deci-
sion; it was primarily a gov-
ernment and industry deci-
sion, and the rules of the game
were azd are devised in thair
favor.

But for those of us in the
vicinity of Three Mile Isiand
the dacision iz much inore per-
songl. We have hoen lied to
about events that were vital
to our seccurity a2nd well-
being. We have bean ferced to
encure a roiler-coacter of
emotion and fear. VJe have
had to leave our hownes 2n
businesses not kpovwing whea
or if it would be szfc to
return. The lives of perhiaps a
million people have becn dis-
rupted 1o one way ot auother.

Even beforc the reactor
had beea piaced ia an impo-
teat, cold shutdown state,

e.cn bafore the fear of a meit-
down hud been rcduced, gov-
ernment officiuls, nuclear in-
dustry spokesmen aud the
utility were tallking about put-
ting the plant back in opera-
tion after it is repaired and
certified as safe. Never mind
that it was certified safe be-
fore the accident. Never mind
that Metropolitan Edison is
“thin in technical talent.”
Never mind that next to no

one around here has any con-

fidence that MetEd knows
how to tell .ne truth, let alone
rung a nucicar reactor. .nd
most of ail, never mind that
the necnie of this rogion have
just been fuced with one of the
most traumatic experieices
that modern technology hasto
offer.

VIIAT ANGEDRS us most
are those who are 55 willing
to once again risi our lives
and property for tue scle of
company profits and the ou-
clear option. They would put
us in the position of a convict-
ed murdarer sitting on death
row, praying for a reprieve, a
pardon. anything wuile the
prospect of execution stares
him in the face.

Central Pennsylvania
doesa’t have to put up with
that uncertainty and risk. All
the rules of the game say oto-
erwise because they are
stacked in favor of nuclear
power. But when you have
+-2n forced to walk across 2
uot bed of coals, when scma-
body’s rules are putting your
life in danger, those rules
have relinguished their legiti-
macy because of their utter
leck of morality. New rulcs
are going to have to b2 wnt-
ten and the people of Pennsyi-
vania are going to have a Iot
to say about what those ruies
stiould be. And for sure those
new rules will not put us in
jeopardy a second time by
reactivating Three Mile isiand
or the world will cee a bubbie
of pent up pubiic indignation
burst across this region us ¢x-
piosive as the cause of our
concern.
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Accident

No Time

IT MAY BZ some time be-
fore the tull extent of the acci-
dent at the Threv Mile island
Unit 2 nuclear reactor be-
comes l\nown, but on the Da~
sis of the slkictchy information
available !t would appear to
be one of the most serious in-
cidents ever to occur at 2 coms
mercial nuclear power plant
in this country.

while we wait for » more
thorough explanation of what
caused a valve in the reactor’s
cooling water system to mal-
function and the subsequent
cnain of events thct led to the
reiease of nigh amounts of ra-
cistion within the reactor
building and low amounts of
radicactive steam into the 2ir
outside the piaat, a sumber of
questions reiated to the ban-
dling of the (ncident need t0
be ddressed.

Why, for did
Metropoiitan Edisoa wait
three hours before zotifying
the Pennsyivania Emergency
Management Agency aad
Dauphin Couaty Clvil
Dafense? [f the accident had
beex more cerious than it ac-
tually was, and one suspects
that there was at least the po-
teatiz! for a much higher re-
lease of radicactive steam,
those three hours could have
been crucial to a safe evacu-
ation.

One is also mystifled by
the apparer* failure of some
links ia the emergency nouifi-
cation chain to appraise local
zuthoritie. of the nature of
the accideat. Officials in
Goldsboro and Newoperry
Twp., where the potential
damage was likely to be the
most severe pecausa the wind
was blowing i thair direction
at the time of the incident.
were called to alert status
without being told the threat
was from radiatios. The
unigque aature of radiztion
contamination nvolves, or

POOR ORIGINAL
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should iivolve, precautions
that are not necessary in other
{ornic of cmergencics.

The Borough of Royaiton,
which is in close proximity
to the Threa Mile Isicnd plant,
was never offlcially notified
of the emargency.

During the course of the
morning of the accident, there
were considerable discrepan-
cios Letween what company
officials were saving aod
whdt government officials
were s2ying about the extent
of thes acsident and the level of
radizticn released into the
envircamact, even tacugn the

co::'.s...n'r and thastate Bureay |

of Rzdlution Protestion were
ucing and resding the sume
ra::ianoa detectors. For much
of the morning, MetEd would
provide virtually no informa-
tion at 2ll cbout the occur-
rence ot itc guciear plant.

FCLTUNATELY, there
weie 0o injuries, inso farasis
known, as a result of the acci-
dent. The incident did provide
2 live test of the respoasive-
ness of tu2 government agen-
cies inveived in handling such
situations, and for the most
part they appeared to have re-
sponded weil.

There was no panic, hut
for severa' hours there was
coasiderauie public uncertuin-
ty as to the extent of the can-
ger poszd by the accident at
the nuciear plant. There
appeared to be an attempt t0
avoid alarming the public by
silence and secrecy, which is
the hest way t0 awaken the
darkect fears cf peopie. All of
us who Live in this area have a
stake in what's Zoing on at
Three Mile Isiond. i the pres-
ence of Lthose nuclear reactors
is not to cast a shadow over
our lives, ot the very least we
have to dc confident that we
will be teld the truth, and
promptly, when sometiung
goes wrong.
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CiT THAT is just the tip

Nuel

i
R P 2T aRT of the iceberg. None of these
- : o L E g \ J e - »
B WSy, S cosis ruflest the billions of
! doliars snent by the Zovern-
A g | Intaler:iya S e 2 ment for ressarch am! regula-
- Ln\- A uu-e & : .'.C 3 ’LO L‘a.)’ tion of th2 nuclear industry’. It

does:t't include the billious of;
daoilars that are and will have

~ TN Wy
gy g bl e 1o be speat to safely dispose of

bate the relative dzuger
caused bv the uccid:it at the
Three Mile lsland usuclcor
reactor and the subueguent re-
leases of radiction hno W
surrounding eavironmcnt
from now until eternity. gue
what is clear at this momaat
1s that tne fear and the disrup-
uon of normazl life thst has
been the direst and indicout-
able fullout from this event is
unacceptable in any society if
it is to oe calm, siabic and
{unctiouai

There can be no denying
the face that the residents liv-
ing within a wide ring arcund
the nuclear plant 2re (ri:nt-
cned und concerned about the
health and cafety of them.
seives and family, and wor-
ried 2bout their homes and
future. And the terrible thing
is that there is no one in

i

\
The Lmergency Core 1
Couling System which &t leazt - P
delayed an actual test of the | nuclear wastes. thoush. in
“China Syndroma” theory, | fsct,asaiemethod o d‘l‘spc‘:‘sa‘:
hed nover been tested itcelf has yet to be dcvmdh:atzs
under actual opatsiing condi- approved. It nowhere inc
tions uatil a few maaths 279, the billiuns of deliars that w:l;
when it worked succescfuily have to :e“sp:::‘s:ozco.:sw
at an experimental reactor in cgine to e.or:a..m‘ l;ave .
Idahio at low power. \We can nuclear plam_.. . e
ail be grateful that it alsd out their design-iife ob’ L.
worked last Wednesduy, but 40 years or have tom -
no one can gucraniee that it ton;bedmboc: use they

i 2 g i iain u! N "

»wm A N . And it certainly doesn’l in-

" suppased to .- :hat cven in clude the mond »:ybmdgovmem-
¥ dit nde -
haviag worized it caa provent - BACE? SR g cope with
a meltdown. Modern techuoi- m e
’ Bas t this emergency or

ogy has been reduced to cross- \ s St adlnie. 4
ing ity fingers. in lost wuges .7n <
- m:.;“‘;r this sort is toier- the psychic toil in W ?leﬂcyt a.x;.
abl2 fue most peopla so loas s fear. Nor m ?c;::aquen;es
it remains nothing more than possidle he: 4 ]

rislc debated among exports from :he_ r:.x..uo:!.’ v
out which never occf;:;_ NOwW inio toe ;xr over' a wide ( A
peopie have a mich greater about v, bicn so little is known
2 that it is impossible even 0

e ————— - ————
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~authority, no one v-ith the sci-
entific credeatials, who can
tell them they shouldn’t be

_alarmed and who would stand
-any chance of being belioved.
The credibility of “experts”
went out with the raciation
aad pzorlic are left with noth-
ing to recssure themselvas tir
their own skepticism.

What this nuclear 2acci-
dent has siown is that despiie
more than 30 years of re-
search and experience in reac-
tor techinolcgy there are -]

understarding of wiiat that
rick invoives baczuse tiey
have had a tasie of it and how

it can effect their lives. The *

danger is no longer remote. [t
is ¢learly in the reaim of the
possible. It is no longer some-
thing the puLlic will willingly
tolerz-c.

The American public has
been led into a growing reli-
ance on nuclear-generated
eiectricity with promises of
safe, cle2n and chezp power.
The Taree \iile [sland acci-

speculate with any sense of
assurance.

1a short, the cost of nucle-
ar power is far too high a
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22ps in our knowledge «3d | dent demonstrates that nucle- - /".._._.,.?-:-—.-v—‘nl
flaws inour ~bulity torespend | ar power is neither safe nor ’i e B, T

to the unexpected. The partic-
ular seguence of events that
precipitated the accident
(which remeain under their
own contaminated cloud) was
not sucpesed to ocrur. It ape
pareaily wasn't even contem-
plated that it could occur. A
comulete meitdown of the
reactor core, the worst possi-
bie thing that can hapnea toa
nuclear plaat, {iust appeared
to have been stopped it tho
last possibie barrier. All of the
pertinea: back-up systems
‘and redundancies that have
been built into nuclear puwer
plants and touted with un-
veering rarfidence by utililies
and thc nuclear industiry ap-
pear 10 have tailed, but oue.

clean. The checp power argu-
ment has always been flawed,
but very few peogie have ever
botherzd to ad:d up the towdl
cost beoause it is {razmented
and in many cases hidden.
There is irony .a the wact that

| just last week the state Pudlic

Utility Commission granted
Metropolitan Edison a $:9
miilion a year rate increase to
heip pay for Unit 2 vwhich will
be nonproductive !or months
ang possibly forever. Guaran-
teed its cost plus a nrofit, it is
aimos: a certainty that LigtEd
will ccll ea its cusiomers {0
pay icr the huge cost of ciean
up 2uc to choulder the premi-
um ratos they are paving to
other utilittes for aliermate
power. I the fuel 1S duinageu
and repioced, tiiat's mullicas
of auilurs more.

Ghe Tatrict
o

B

il
"
4 |

o RN

1271 072




