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Abstract:

The aims of this Study is to evaluate the Antioxidant ac-
tivity and acute toxicity of the extracts of Ficus iteophyl-
la by reactions with 1, 1-diphenyl-2-picryhydrazyl radical
(DPPH) and method developed by Lork 1983 respective-
ly. Stem bark of Ficus iteophylla was collected, air dried,
pulverized to fine powdered and sequentially extracted
using acetone, methanol and water in order of increasing
polarity. The result shows strong radical scavenging activ-
ity against DPPH for all the extracts when compared with
Ascorbic acid. The LD50 of 316mg/kg was calculated for
all the three extras and the values were found to be within
the practically toxic range and therefore care should be
taken when using the plants in traditional medicine. Me-
dicinal plants have long being used by man for treatment
of various illnesses. According to world health organiza-
tion (2001), 80% of the world population uses traditional
medicine for the treatment of diseases. The number of
people using traditional medicine is much higher in de-
veloping countries. World health organization estimated
that 90% of the people leaving in developing countries
depend on trational medicine for their primary health
care. A key stage in ensuring the safety of drugs is to con-
duct a toxicity test in an appropriate animal. Acute toxici-
ty studies is one of the procedure for toxicity test that are
in use. The main aim of this study was to evaluate the an-
tioxidant of the stem extract of Ficus iteophylla and also
to evaluate it acute toxicity before it can be recommended
for application that are important for public.
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