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Summary
Barbeuiaceae is endemic to Madagascar and contains one species in one 
genus. The genus was originally described as an insertae sedis, and the species 
Barbeuia madagascariensis, was described later in Elaeocarpaceae and then 
treated as Phytolaccaceae for most of its history. Molecular studies found the 
genus to be placed in Caryophyllales where it formed an independent lineage. 
Diagnostic macro-morphological characters for the family are: glabrous 
scandent shrubs, leaves blackening when drying, stipules absent, flowers 
bisexual, perianth 1-whorled, free, imbricate and green, stamens many and 
fruit a loculicidal capsule with 1–2 seeds. Successive cambia are present in 
the wood, vessels are dimorphic in diameter, axial parenchyma is vasicentric 
and rays are multiseriate. Pollen grains are subprolate, pantoaperturate and 
with microechinate ornamentation. The sole species in the family is typified, 
illustrated and is accompanied by a detailed description including data on 
its habitat, known herbarium specimens at major herbaria and additional 
observations.
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BARBEUIACEAE Nakai (1942: 105)

Glabrous scandent shrubs. Leaves simple, alternate, margins entire, venation 
pinnate, petiolate, articulated at base, blackening when drying; stipules 
absent. Inflorescences axillary solitary flowers or fascicles; pedicels long, 
smooth and slender; bracteate. Flowers bisexual, actinomorphic. Perianth  
1-whorled, 4-5, free, imbricate, unequal, persistent, apex rounded; green. 
Stamens many, filaments free from each other and perianth, inserted on 
an annular disc, white; anthers subbasifixed, bilocular, introrse, dehiscent 
by longitudinal slits, black. Ovary superior; carpels 2, fused; bilocular; ovule 
1 per locule; placentation basal; style thick, white to pale-pink; stigmas 2, 
flattened. Fruit a loculicidal capsule. Seeds 1-2, aril partly enclosing seed, 
endospermic; embryo curved.

The family contains one genus and one species: Barbeuia madagascariensis Steud.

Distribution – Endemic to eastern Madagascar (Figure 1).

Classification – The genus was originally described as an incertae sedis and 34 years later 

the species was included in Elaeocarpaceae. For many years the genus was placed in 

Phytolaccaceae subfamily Barbeuioideae but its position as an independent lineage from 

Phytolaccaceae has been supported by several molecular phylogenetic studies (e.g. Cuénoud 

et al., 2002; Hilu et al., 2003; Schäferhoff et al., 2009; Brockington et al., 2009, 2011). 

Figure 1: Global distribution of Barbeuiaceae (highlighted in red). 

http://www.jjbotany.com/pdf/JJB_018_91_120.pdf
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Figure 2: Classification of Barbeuiaceae showing the order and generic rank relevant to the family. 
Adapted from APG IV (2016) and Byng et al. (2018).
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Figure 5: Images of living Barbeuia madagascariensis. A, climbing stem; B, habit; C, close-up of stems 
and leaves; D, inflorescence with buds and open flowers; E, close-up of flowers. © Christopher Davidson.
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Series 1 – Lycopods 

Isoëtaceae 

                     FERNS 
Psilotaceae
Pteridaceae 
Saccolomataceae
Salviniaceae
Schizaeaceae

Lycopodiaceae Selaginellaceae

Aspleniaceae
Cyatheaceae
Cystodiaceae
Dennstaedtiaceae
Dipteridaceae
Equisetaceae

Gleicheniaceae
Hymenophyllaceae
Lindsaeaceae
Lonchitidaceae
Marattiaceae

Marsileaceae
Matoniaceae
Ophioglossaceae
Osmundaceae
Polypodiaceae 

                     GYMNOSPERMS
Araucariaceae
Cupressaceae
Cycadaceae

Ephedraceae
Ginkgoaceae
Gnetaceae

Pinaceae
Podocarpaceae
Sciadopityaceae

Taxaceae
Welwitschiaceae
Zamiaceae

Acanthaceae
Achariaceae 
Achatocarpaceae
Acoraceae
Actinidiaceae
Adoxaceae
Aextoxicaceae 
Aizoaceae
Akaniaceae
Alismataceae 
Alseuosmiaceae 
Alstroemeriaceae
Altingiaceae
Alzateaceae
Amaranthaceae
Amaryllidaceae 
Amborellaceae 3: 1-20
Anacampserotaceae
Anacardiaceae 
Ancistrocladaceae 
Anisophylleaceae
Annonaceae
Aphanopetalaceae
Aphloiaceae
Apiaceae
Apocynaceae
Apodanthaceae
Aponogetonaceae 
Aquifoliaceae
Araceae
Araliaceae
Arecaceae 
Argophyllaceae
Aristolochiaceae

Asparagaceae
Asphodelaceae
Asteliaceae
Asteraceae
Asteropeiaceae
Atherospermataceae 
Austrobaileyaceae
Balanopaceae
Balanophoraceae 
Balsaminaceae
Barbeuiaceae 5: 1-17
Barbeyaceae
Basellaceae
Bataceae 
Begoniaceae
Berberidaceae
Berberidopsidaceae
Betulaceae 
Biebersteiniaceae
Bignoniaceae
Bixaceae
Blandfordiaceae
Bonnetiaceae
Boraginaceae
Boryaceae 
Brassicaceae 
Bromeliaceae
Brunelliaceae 
Bruniaceae 
Burmanniaceae 
Burseraceae 
Butomaceae 
Buxaceae
Byblidaceae 

Cabombaceae 
Cactaceae 
Calceolariaceae 
Calophyllaceae
Calycanthaceae
Calyceraceae 
Campanulaceae
Campynemataceae
Canellaceae 
Cannabaceae 
Cannaceae 
Capparaceae 
Caprifoliaceae 
Cardiopteridaceae 
Caricaceae 
Carlemanniaceae 
Caryocaraceae 
Caryophyllaceae 
Casuarinaceae 
Celastraceae 
Centroplacaceae 
Cephalotaceae 
Ceratophyllaceae 
Cercidiphyllaceae 
Chloranthaceae 
Chrysobalanaceae 
Circaeasteraceae 
Cistaceae 
Cleomaceae 
Clethraceae 
Clusiaceae 
Colchicaceae 
Columelliaceae 
Combretaceae 

Commelinaceae 
Connaraceae 
Convolvulaceae 
Coriariaceae 
Cornaceae 
Corsiaceae 
Corynocarpaceae 
Costaceae 
Crassulaceae 
Crossosomataceae 
Crypteroniaceae 
Ctenolophonaceae 
Cucurbitaceae 
Cunoniaceae 
Curtisiaceae 
Cyclanthaceae 
Cymodoceaceae 
Cynomoriaceae 
Cyperaceae 
Cyrillaceae 
Cytinaceae 
Daphniphyllaceae 
Dasypogonaceae
Datiscaceae 
Degeneriaceae 
Diapensiaceae 
Dichapetalaceae 
Didiereaceae 
Dilleniaceae 
Dioncophyllaceae
Dioscoreaceae 
Dipentodontaceae 
Dipterocarpaceae 
Dirachmaceae 

Series 2 – ANGIOSPERMS



Doryanthaceae 
Droseraceae 
Drosophyllaceae 
Ebenaceae 
Ecdeiocoleaceae 
Elaeagnaceae 
Elaeocarpaceae 
Elatinaceae 
Emblingiaceae 
Ericaceae 
Eriocaulaceae 
Erythroxylaceae 
Escalloniaceae 
Eucommiaceae 
Euphorbiaceae 
Euphroniaceae 
Eupomatiaceae 
Eupteleaceae 
Fabaceae 
Fagaceae 
Flagellariaceae 
Fouquieriaceae 
Francoaceae 
Frankeniaceae 
Garryaceae 
Geissolomataceae 
Gelsemiaceae 
Gentianaceae 
Geraniaceae
Gerrardinaceae 
Gesneriaceae 
Gisekiaceae 
Gomortegaceae 
Goodeniaceae 
Goupiaceae 
Griseliniaceae 
Grossulariaceae 
Grubbiaceae 
Guamatelaceae 
Gunneraceae 
Gyrostemonaceae 
Haemodoraceae 
Halophytaceae 
Haloragaceae 
Hamamelidaceae 
Hanguanaceae 
Heliconiaceae 
Helwingiaceae 
Hernandiaceae 
Himantandraceae 
Huaceae 
Humiriaceae 
Hydatellaceae 
Hydrangeaceae 
Hydrocharitaceae 
Hydroleaceae 
Hydrostachyaceae 

Hypericaceae 
Hypoxidaceae 
Icacinaceae 
Iridaceae 
Irvingiaceae 
Iteaceae 
Ixioliriaceae 
Ixonanthaceae 
Joinvilleaceae
Juglandaceae 
Juncaceae 
Juncaginaceae 
Kewaceae 
Kirkiaceae 
Koeberliniaceae 
Krameriaceae 
Lacistemataceae 
Lamiaceae 
Lanariaceae 
Lardizabalaceae 
Lauraceae 
Lecythidaceae 
Lentibulariaceae 
Lepidobotryaceae 
Liliaceae 
Limeaceae 
Limnanthaceae 
Linaceae 
Linderniaceae 
Loasaceae
Loganiaceae 
Lophiocarpaceae 
Lophopyxidaceae 
Loranthaceae 
Lowiaceae 
Lythraceae 
Macarthuriaceae 
Magnoliaceae 
Malpighiaceae 
Malvaceae 
Marantaceae 
Marcgraviaceae 
Martyniaceae 
Maundiaceae 
Mayacaceae 
Mazaceae 
Melanthiaceae 
Melastomataceae 
Meliaceae 
Menispermaceae 
Menyanthaceae 
Metteniusaceae 
Microteaceae 
Misodendraceae 
Mitrastemonaceae 
Molluginaceae 
Monimiaceae 

Montiaceae
Montiniaceae 
Moraceae
Moringaceae 
Muntingiaceae
Musaceae
Myodocarpaceae 
Myricaceae 
Myristicaceae 
Myrothamnaceae 
Myrtaceae 
Nartheciaceae 
Nelumbonaceae 
Nepenthaceae 
Neuradaceae 
Nitrariaceae 
Nothofagaceae 
Nyctaginaceae 
Nymphaeaceae 
Nyssaceae 
Ochnaceae 
Olacaceae 
Oleaceae 
Onagraceae 
Oncothecaceae 
Opiliaceae 
Orchidaceae 
Orobanchaceae 
Oxalidaceae 
Paeoniaceae 
Pandaceae 
Pandanaceae 
Papaveraceae 
Paracryphiaceae 
Passifloraceae 
Paulowniaceae 
Pedaliaceae 
Penaeaceae 
Pennantiaceae 
Pentadiplandraceae 
Pentaphragmataceae 
Pentaphylacaceae 
Penthoraceae 
Peraceae
Peridiscaceae
Petenaeaceae  2: 1-16
Petermanniaceae 
Petrosaviaceae 
Phellinaceae
Philesiaceae
Philydraceae 
Phrymaceae 
Phyllanthaceae 
Phyllonomaceae 
Physenaceae 
Phytolaccaceae 
Picramniaceae 

Picrodendraceae 
Piperaceae 
Pittosporaceae 
Plantaginaceae 
Platanaceae 
Plocospermataceae 
Plumbaginaceae 
Poaceae 
Podostemaceae 
Polemoniaceae 
Polygalaceae 
Polygonaceae 
Pontederiaceae 
Portulacaceae 
Posidoniaceae 
Potamogetonaceae 
Primulaceae 
Proteaceae 
Putranjivaceae 
Quillajaceae 
Rafflesiaceae 
Ranunculaceae 
Rapateaceae 
Resedaceae 
Restionaceae 
Rhabdodendraceae 
Rhamnaceae 
Rhizophoraceae 
Ripogonaceae 
Rivinaceae 
Roridulaceae 
Rosaceae 
Rousseaceae 
Rubiaceae
Ruppiaceae 
Rutaceae 
Sabiaceae 
Salicaceae 
Salvadoraceae 
Santalaceae 
Sapindaceae 
Sapotaceae 
Sarcobataceae 
Sarcolaenaceae 
Sarraceniaceae
Saururaceae 
Saxifragaceae 
Scheuchzeriaceae
Schisandraceae 
Schlegeliaceae 
Schoepfiaceae 
Scrophulariaceae 
Setchellanthaceae
Simaroubaceae 
Simmondsiaceae 
Siparunaceae 
Sladeniaceae 



Smilacaceae
Solanaceae 
Sphaerosepalaceae 
Sphenocleaceae 
Stachyuraceae 
Staphyleaceae 
Stegnospermataceae 
Stemonaceae 
Stemonuraceae 
Stilbaceae 
Strasburgeriaceae 
Strelitziaceae 
Stylidiaceae 

Styracaceae 
Surianaceae 
Symplocaceae 
Talinaceae
Tamaricaceae 
Tapisciaceae 
Tecophilaeaceae 
Tetracarpaeaceae 
Tetrachondraceae 
Tetramelaceae 
Tetrameristaceae 
Theaceae 
Thomandersiaceae 

Thurniaceae 
Thymelaeaceae 
Ticodendraceae 
Tofieldiaceae
Torricelliaceae 
Tovariaceae
Trigoniaceae 
Trimeniaceae 
Triuridaceae 
Trochodendraceae
Tropaeolaceae
Typhaceae
Ulmaceae

Urticaceae
Vahliaceae
Velloziaceae
Verbenaceae
Violaceae
Vitaceae
Vochysiaceae 
Winteraceae 
Xeronemataceae
Xyridaceae
Zingiberaceae
Zosteraceae
Zygophyllaceae

Series 3 – SPECIAL EDITIONS

Introduction 1: 1-35
GLOVAP NOMENCLATURE PART 1 4: 1-155.
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